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London  Bird  Report  for  1989 

Editor:  M  J  EARP,  63  Ivinghoe  Road,  Bushey,  Watford  WD2  3SW. 

Assisted  by  an  editorial  team  of:  M  K  DENNIS,  G  M  HAIG,  R  B  HASTINGS, 
A  V  MOON,  A  J  MORRIS,  P  NAYLOR  and  N  R  WHEATLEY. 


Introduction 

Publication  of  this  issue,  like  its  predecessor,  has  been  much  delayed.  For  this 
the  Editor  apologises  and  takes  full  responsibility. 

1990  saw  the  deaths  of  two  of  London’s  most  highly  respected  ornithologists, 
Geoffrey  Beven  and  Peter  Grant.  Dr  Beven  was  an  Honorary  Vice-President  of 
the  LNHS  and  a  prime  mover  of  its  long-running  Bookham  Common  Survey. 
To  many  birdwatchers  he  will  be  best  known  for  his  work  on  the  food  of 
Tawny  Owls;  a  full  appreciation  of  his  life  and  work  appeared  in  this  year’s 
London  Naturalist  (69:  147-155).  P  J  Grant  was  one  of  the  Ornithology 
Section’s  Recorders,  edited  the  London  Bird  Report  for  the  years  1969  to  1971, 
was  a  co-author  of  The  Thames  Transformed:  London ’s  River  &  its  Waterfowl 
(1976)  and  went  on  to  become  one  of  the  country’s  leading  bird  identification 
experts.  A  full  obituary  should  appear  in  the  next  London  Naturalist.  February 
1991  has  seen  the  death  of  Eric  Hosking,  the  world’s  foremost  bird 
photographer  and  an  Honorary  Vice-President  of  the  LNHS,  and  Olive  Cassie, 
a  long-time  friend  and  officer  of  the  Society’s  Ornithology  Section. 

The  fist  of  species  routinely  requiring  descriptions  (on  page  7  of  this  issue) 
has  again  been  reviewed  by  the  Records  Committee;  if  you  are  in  any  doubt 
about  the  acceptability  of  a  record,  please  continue  to  send  in  supporting  details 
to  the  appropriate  Recorder. 

This  issue  of  the  LBR  sees  the  tenth  of  Jim  Hook’s  ringing  reports,  as 
readable  as  ever;  a  paper  by  Rob  Dawson  showing  the  strength  of  visible 
migration  over  the  Area  as  revealed  by  dedicated  observations  from  his 
parents’  garden  in  Orpington;  a  note  by  Ben  Aris  on  the  Desert  Wheatear  he 
found  at  Bam  Elms  Res  in  April  1989;  a  note  by  the  Editor  on  the  origins  of 
the  Inner  London  recording  area;  and  an  updated  checklist  of  birds  recorded  in 
the  London  Area  this  century. 

Adverts  are  not  a  new  feature  of  the  LBR  since  they  were  a  regular  feature 
until  the  mid-1960s.  The  revenue  from  those  in  this  issue  and  cost  savings  from 
the  use  of  camera-ready  text  have  helped  to  pay  for  three  colour  photographs 
inside  the  Report.  It  may  be  possible  to  include  more  colour  photographs  in 
future  issues  if  suitable  high-quality  original  transparencies  are  available.  In 
connection  with  the  advert  for  Birdline  South  East  at  the  end  of  the  Report , 
please  note  that  the  recent  increase  in  VAT  has  already  added  lp  to  the  quoted 
costs  per  minute. 

All  contributions  for  possible  inclusion  in  future  issues  should  be  sent  to  the 
new  Editor,  Mark  Hardwick,  at  the  address  given  on  the  inside  back  cover.  I 
wish  Mark  the  time  and  energy  I  was  unable  to  devote  to  the  production  of  the 
LBR. 
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Recording  Arrangements 

The  area  covered  by  this  Report ,  conventionally  known  as  ‘the  London  Area’, 
is  the  area  within  20  miles  of  St  Paul’s  Cathedral.  The  Area  covers  the  whole 
of  Greater  London  and  parts  of  Hertfordshire,  Essex,  Kent,  Surrey,  Berkshire 
and  Buckinghamshire.  However,  for  continuity  of  recording,  vice-counties  —  as 
described  in  the  Ray  Society’s  publication  Watsonian  Vice-counties  of  Great 
Britain  (J  E  Dandy  1969)  —  are  used  in  this  Report  instead  of  the  present 
administrative  areas  (but  note  that  vice-counties  18  and  19  —  South  and  North 
Essex  —  are  lumped  together  as  Essex).  The  vice-county  boundaries  are  shown 
on  the  map  below.  Records  for  the  River  Thames  are  treated  as  occurring  in 
the  vice-county  to  the  south  (ie  [West]  Kent  or  Surrey).  There  is  also  a  special 
recording  zone  for  Inner  London.  This  is  a  rectangular  area,  five  miles  north  to 
south,  eight  miles  east  to  west,  centred  on  the  site  of  the  old  Charing  Cross  on 
the  south  side  of  Trafalgar  Square,  which  covers  parts  of  Middx,  Surrey  and, 
just,  Kent. 


.PAUL’S 


INNER 
LONDON 
RECORDING" 

AREA  5  MILES  £ 

8  MILES,  CENTRED 
ON  CHARING  CROSS 

1 


The  names  used  in  this  Report  for  certain  sites  are  not  shown  on,  or  differ  from 
those  on,  Ordnance  Survey  maps.  For  example,  Knight,  Bessborough,  Lambeth 
and  Chelsea  Reservoirs  are  collectively  known  as  Walton  Res.  Reservoirs  in 
the  Walthamstow  complex  are  also  treated  together.  Hogsmill  SF  in  Surrey  is 
also  known  as  Berrylands  SF;  the  former  name  is  used  in  this  Report.  Names  of 
gravel  extraction  sites  in  the  upper  Colne  valley  follow  those  in  the 
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Hertfordshire  Bird  Report  for  1986  {Trans.  HNHS  30(1):  54-55).  In  general, 
names  of  sites  in  the  lower  Colne  valley  and  in  the  Lea  Valley  follow 
Appendices  M  and  N  to  The  Birds  of  Hertfordshire  (Gladwin  &  Sage  1986),  but 
Harefield  Moor  GP  is  now  known  as  Broadwater  GP  and  Holyfield  Marsh  GP 
is  known  as  Fishers  Green  in  this  Report.  It  would  be  helpful  if  these  names 
could  be  used  by  observers  when  submitting  records.  A  National  Grid 
reference  should  be  given  in  any  difficult  or  doubtful  case. 

All  records  of  interest  are  welcome,  from  LNHS  members  and  non-members 
alike.  These  include  information  on  the  local  status  of  common  species; 
breeding  records;  notes  on  migration,  including  first  and  last  dates  and  main 
movements;  regular  counts  of  wintering  populations;  and  notes  on  behaviour 
and  on  the  occurrence  of  unusual  birds.  Many  of  the  passerines,  in  particular, 
are  under-recorded.  Regular  reports  from  the  same  localities  are  invaluable  in 
assessing  population  trends;  such  reports,  along  with  comments  on  changes  in 
status,  are  always  very  welcome.  Birds  which  are  common  elsewhere  in  the 
Area  may  be  uncommon  or  rare  in  Inner  London  and  therefore  worth 
recording:  there  are  too  few  reports  of  species  nesting  in  Inner  London,  both 
within  and  outside  the  main  parks.  Records  should  be  sent  to  the  appropriate 
Recorder: 


Inner  London 


K  C  Osborne,  10  Ellice  Road,  Oxted,  Surrey 
RH8  OPY 


Essex 


Herts 


Middx 


J  Fitzpatrick,  18  Edwick  Court,  High  Street, 
Cheshunt,  Herts  EN8  OAB 

G  J  White,  36  Rye  Road,  Hoddesdon,  Herts 
EN11  OHR 

P  Naylor,  27  West  Common  Road,  Uxbridge, 
Middx  UB8  1NZ 


Bucks 


Kent  and  Lower  Thames 
(Deptford  to  Tilbury) 

Surrey  and  Upper  Thames 
(Staines  to  Wandsworth) 


G  M  Haig,  126  Tudor  Way,  Rickmans  worth, 
Herts  WD3  2HL 

A  J  Morris,  134  Station  Road,  Cray  ford, 
Kent  DAI  3QQ 

P  G  W  Salaman,  28  Oakway,  Raynes  Park, 
London  SW20  9JE 


It  will  greatly  assist  the  speedy  entering  of  records  if  the  Society’s  recording 
sheets  are  used.  These  are  available  from  any  of  the  Recorders  on  request. 
Species  should  be  listed  in  Voous  sequence  as  used  in  this  Report.  Separate 
sheets  should  be  used  for  each  recording  area.  Completed  recording  sheets  for 
the  period  January  to  July  should  be  submitted  in  August  and  for  the  period 
August  to  December  in  early  January  of  the  following  year.  Alternatively, 
records  may  be  submitted  to  the  editor  of  the  Ornithological  Bulletin , 
K  F  Betton,  8  Dukes  Close,  Folly  Hill,  Famham,  Surrey  GU9  ODR.  Records 
submitted  in  this  way  will  be  forwarded  to  the  appropriate  Recorder.  The 
Bulletin  is  sent  to  LNHS  members  every  second  month.  Observers  are 
reminded  that  it  will  not  be  possible  to  include  records  submitted  after  the 
end  of  February  in  the  London  Bird  Report  for  the  previous  year. 

Records  of  nationally  rare  species  (listed,  for  example,  in  the  current  edition 
of  Birdwatcher’s  Yearbook)  should  be  submitted,  preferably  via  the  local 
Recorder,  to  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  (BBRC).  If  sent  direct,  please 
send  a  copy  to  the  Recorder.  Records  of  national  rarities  are  generally 
published  in  the  London  Bird  Report  only  if  accepted  by  BBRC.  From  Jan  1st 
1991,  records  of  five  species  —  Little  Egret,  Surf  Scoter,  Bee-eater,  Pallas’s 
Warbler  and  Woodchat  Shrike  —  and  rare  subspecies  of  species  not  on  its  list 
are  no  longer  be  considered  by  BBRC  {Brit.  Birds  83:  411-412).  Breeding 
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records  of  rare  species  (also  listed  in  Birdwatcher’s  Yearbook)  should  be  sent 
via  the  local  Recorder  to  the  Rare  Breeding  Birds  Panel.  Where  requested, 
records  will  be  treated  in  confidence. 

Records  of  other  rare  and  unusual  species  in  the  London  Area  are  examined 
by  the  Records  Committee  before  inclusion  in  the  London  Bird  Report. 
Published  records  need  to  stand  the  scrutiny  of  today’s  readers  and  those  who 
may  refer  to  the  systematic  list  in  future  years.  Therefore,  please  submit  a  copy 
of  your  field  notes  for  all  records  of  species  new  to  the  London  Area,  all 
species  of  less  than  annual  occurrence,  all  out  of  season  migrants  and  the 
following  species: 


Divers  (all  species) 

Petrels  and  shearwaters  (all  species) 

Gannet 

Shag 

Bittern 

Bewick’s  and  Whooper  Swans 
Wild  geese  (all  species  except 
Greylag  and  Canada  Goose) 
Ferruginous  Duck 

Sea  ducks  (all  species  including 
Scaup) 

Diurnal  raptors  (all  species  except 
Sparrowhawk,  Kestrel  and 
Hobby,  but  descriptions  of 
Sparrowhawk  and  Hobby  are 
required  in  Inner  London) 

Quail 

Spotted  Crake 
Avocet 

Kentish  Plover 


Temminck’s  Stint 
Pectoral  and  Purple  Sandpipers 
Red-necked  and  Grey  Phalaropes 
Skuas  (all  species) 

Iceland  and  Glaucous  Gulls 

Kittiwake 

Arctic  Tern 

Auks  (all  species) 

Hoopoe 
Wryneck 
Woodlark 
Water  Pipit 
Cetti’s  Warbler 
Bearded  Tit 
Golden  Oriole 
Red-backed  Shrike 
Great  Grey  Shrike 
Twite 

Common  Crossbill 
Lapland  and  Snow  Buntings 


This  list  is  not  intended  to  be  comprehensive:  the  species  listed  are,  essentially, 
those  that  appear  annually  in  the  London  Area  for  which  descriptions  are 
required  prior  to  publication.  The  status  of  certain  species,  especially  waders, 
varies  considerably  within  the  Area  and  from  year  to  year.  The  Society’s 
Recorders  reserve  the  right  to  request  a  description  for  any  species  not 
listed.  In  addition,  details  are  required  for  records  of  those  races  which  are  not 
readily  distinguishable  in  the  field  (including  races  of  Yellow  Wagtail  other  than 
M.  f  flavissima).  In  some  cases  this  will  be  necessary  only  at  times  when 
identification  is  considered  critical,  eg  ‘White  Wagtail’  M.  a.  alba  in  autumn. 
Descriptions  are  also  required  for  records  of  hybrids,  particularly  Ay  thy  a 
hybrids. 

Field  notes  should  be  submitted  to  the  appropriate  Recorder  immediately 
following  the  observation.  These  should  include  a  description  of  the  essential 
features  on  which  the  identification  was  based,  including  all  relevant  details  of 
appearance,  relative  size,  flight,  calls,  duration  and  distance  of  observation,  and 
the  observer’s  previous  experience  of  this  and  similar  species.  Details  of  time, 
habitat  and  weather  conditions  are  often  also  helpful.  A  detailed  and  lengthy 
description  is  not  necessarily  required:  brief  notes  will  often  be  acceptable  for 
the  more  regular  species  or  those  of  particularly  diagnostic  appearance.  In  all 
cases,  however,  details  of  the  observation  should  be  sufficient  to  rule  out  all 
confusion  species,  including  possible  escapes. 
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Review  of  the  Year 

Many  observers  in  London  will  link  1989  with  the  Area’s  first  Desert 
Wheatear,  a  splendid  male  which  graced  Bam  Elms  Res  for  two  days  in  mid- 
April,  but  equally  appreciated  by  the  lucky  few  who  saw  it  was  a  Black  Stork 
in  the  Lea  Valley  in  mid-May,  a  first  for  London  this  century.  Other  rarities 
included  London’s  first  spring  Pectoral  Sandpiper,  Spotted  Sandpiper  (3rd), 
Savi’s  Warbler  (3rd),  Great  Snipe  (5th),  Tawny  Pipit  (5th),  Ring-necked 
Duck  (6th),  Night  Heron  (7th),  Red-breasted  Flycatcher  (8th),  Goshawk 
(9th),  Richard’s  Pipit  (1 1th)  and  Alpine  Swift  (12th).  In  addition,  a  seabird 
influx  in  September  resulted  in  Sabine’s  Gull  being  recorded  for  the  third 
successive  year.  On  the  breeding  front,  Dartford  Warblers  returned  after  a  50 
year  absence.  Unhappily,  however,  we  cannot  have  it  all  and  both  winter 
periods  were  rather  mild  and  largely  unexciting.  Over  the  year  as  a  whole,  223 
species  were  recorded,  three  up  on  1988  but  one  down  on  1987. 

JANUARY  opened  with  some  interesting  wildfowl  lingering  from  1988  —  a 
Long-tailed  Duck  at  Staines  Res  and  two  Velvet  and  two  Common  Scoters  at 
Wm  Girling  Res.  The  only  new  arrival  on  1st  appeared  to  be  a  Scaup  at 
Broadwater  GP.  The  month  continued  on  an  almost  exclusively  watery  note 
with  Slavonian  Grebe  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  4th,  Red-breasted  Merganser 
at  Queen  Mary  Res  on  6th,  Common  Scoter  at  Queen  Mother  Res  on  7th  and 
three  Whitefronts  at  Rye  Meads  SF  and  a  Brent  Goose  at  Buckhurst  Hill  on 
8th.  Two  Bewick’s  Swans  at  East  Molesey  on  12th  were  followed  by  the 
winter  highlight  —  a  female  Ring-necked  Duck  at  Yiewsley  GP  on  14th,  which 
proceeded  to  stay  into  May.  Three  Scaup  at  three  sites  over  the  next  five  days 
were  relieved  by  two  Waxwings  in  Epping  Forest  on  15th.  Nothing  much  of 
note  occurred  for  well  over  a  week  and  a  Red-breasted  Merganser  at 
Crossness  on  27th,  four  Waxwings  at  Arkley  on  28th,  a  Brent  Goose  at 
Staines  Res  on  29th  and  three  Twite  at  Dagenham  Chase  on  30th  closed  a 
rather  quiet  month.  Mention  must,  however,  also  be  made  of  the  arrival  of  at 
least  five  Red-necked  Grebes  during  the  month  and  of  the  four  wintering 
Black-necked  Grebes  at  Wm  Girling  Res.  Also,  up  to  four  Scaup  frequented 
the  Wraysbury /Horton  area. 

FEBRUARY  continued  mild  and  uneventful  —  the  highlight  probably  being  a 
flock  of  up  to  40  Hawfinches  in  Dagnam  Park.  During  the  first  two  weeks, 
Waxwings  appeared  at  three  sites  —  Norman  Park  on  4th  (3),  East  Molesey  on 
11th  (2)  and  Godstone  on  14th  (2  or  3).  Also,  there  was  a  Scaup  at  Staines  Res 
on  5th  and  a  Dartford  Warbler  at  Walthamstow  Marsh  from  12th  (perhaps  a 
contender  for  the  month’s  highlight).  There  were  eight  Turnstones  at  Grays  on 
17th,  five  Green  Sandpipers  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  21st  and  a  Red-throated 
Diver  at  King  George  V  Res  on  25th.  The  last  fortnight  brought  a  small  flurry 
of  Glaucous  Gulls  —  scarce  this  year  —  at  Wm  Girling  Res  on  19th  (2), 
Littlebrook  GP  on  20th  (2)  and  King  George  V  Res  on  26th. 

March  got  off  to  an  exotic  start  with  a  Spoonbill  at  Hall  Marsh  and 
Bowyer’s  GP  on  3rd.  This  contrasts  nicely  with  a  Glaucous  Gull  at  Rainham 
Marsh  the  next  day.  A  Little  Ringed  Plover  at  Darenth  on  6th  was 
exceptionally  early.  The  year’s  pattern  continued  over  the  next  week  with 
single  Scaup  being  found  at  Walthamstow  Res  on  8th  and  Walton  Res  on  9th 
and  Waxwings  appearing  at  Hermon  Hill  on  11th  and  Jubilee  Park  on  14th. 
The  29  Bewick’s  Swans  seen  at  East  Molesey  on  11th  must  have  been  a  bit  of 
a  surprise.  Two  Knot  at  Hersham  GP  on  18th  and  a  Brent  Goose  at  Darenth 
on  24th  were  followed  by  a  nice  taste  of  spring  —  an  early  Common  Tern  at 
Amwell  GP  on  25th  and  a  Sandwich  Tern  (herald  of  an  excellent  year  for  this 
species)  also  at  Amwell  on  29th. 

April  began  well  at  Staines  Res,  with  17  Grey  Plover  through  on  2nd  and 
an  Avocet  on  3rd.  A  Slavonian  Grebe  at  Island  Bam  Res  on  6th,  Merlin  at 
Dartford  Marsh  on  7th,  Red-throated  Diver  at  King  George  VI  Res  on  8th  and 
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Bittern  at  Troy  Mill  on  9th  were  all  rather  wintry  and  belied  the  favourable 
weather  conditions  which  brought  a  Garganey  to  Berwick  Ponds  on  8th  and 
several  Little  Gulls,  including  a  flock  of  35  at  Staines  Res  on  10th.  An 
immaculate  Desert  Wheatear  arrived  at  Bam  Elms  Res  on  13th,  together  with 
a  few  of  its  commoner  cousin,  but  was  unfortunately  gone  by  the  next  Saturday 
(15th).  Whimbrel  were  well  represented  on  16th,  with  ten  at  Fairlop  and  12  at 
King  George  V  Res.  Midweek  observers  then  found  a  Garganey  at  Wraysbury 
GP  on  17th,  a  Slavonian  Grebe  at  Staines  Res  on  18th  and  a  Waxwing  at 
Bamet  on  19th.  Sunday  23rd  was  an  excellent  day,  with  a  male  Eider  at 
Broadwater  GP,  three  Common  Scoter  at  King  George  VI  Res,  London’s 
earliest  ever  Temminck’s  Stint  at  Rammey  Marsh  (later  seen  at  Wm  Girling 
Res  on  26th),  a  Spotted  Redshank  at  Tyttenhanger  GP  and  an  excellent  total  of 
22  Sandwich  Terns  scattered  around  the  Area.  Apart  from  21  White  Wagtails 
at  Bam  Elms  Res  on  25th,  plus  similar  numbers  scattered  across  the  Area,  a 
flock  of  c50  Arctic  Terns  at  Staines  Res  on  29th  and  a  Brent  Goose  at 
Walthamstow  on  30th,  the  rest  of  the  month  belonged  to  raptors,  with  Marsh 
Harriers  recorded  at  Hilfield  Park  Res  on  25th  and  Rainham  Marsh  on  26th 
and  an  Osprey  over,  of  all  places,  Lambeth  on  27th.  By  the  end  of  the  month  it 
was  obvious  that  Ring  Ouzels  were  particularly  prominent  this  spring  with,  for 
example,  at  least  six  different  birds  passing  through  Hounslow  Heath  during  the 
month. 

Excellent  weather  during  the  first  half  of  May,  with  winds  predominantly 
from  the  south  or  south-east  (and  warm  and  sunny  with  it)  ensured  good 
passage.  Raptors  enjoyed  the  thermals,  with  Marsh  Harriers  at  Amwell  on  1st 
and  Rainham  Marsh  on  6th  being  followed  by  Osprey  at  Rye  Meads  on  7th. 
Waders  were  also  well  represented  —  19  Whimbrel  flew  over  Orpington  on  6th 
and  there  were  two  Spotted  Redshanks  at  King  George  VI  Res  and  12 
Greenshanks  at  Beddington  SF  on  7th.  Little  Terns  appeared  at  Staines  Res 
and  Island  Bam  Res  on  3rd  and  Queen  Mary  Res  on  6th;  on  the  latter  date  a 
good  flock  of  71  Black  Terns  graced  Staines  Res.  The  best  passerines  were 
London’s  third  Savi’s  Warbler,  at  Rye  Meads  Meadows  on  2nd,  and  a  Golden 
Oriole  at  Oxted.  During  the  next  week  yet  another  two  Marsh  Harriers 
appeared,  this  time  at  Fairlop  on  9th  and  in  the  Lea  Valley  on  14th,  and  another 
Osprey,  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  13th.  Four  new  Garganey  were  found,  plus  a 
Temminck’s  Stint  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  10th  and  London’s  first  spring 
Pectoral  Sandpiper,  at  Beddington  SF  on  12th.  A  flock  of  14  Kittiwakes  at 
West  Thurrock  on  14th  was  somewhat  eclipsed  by  the  Black  Stork  which 
sailed  around  over  the  Lea  Valley  on  the  same  day  —  several  grateful  ‘Big  Day’ 
listers  receiving  a  rather  generous  bonus!  The  next  week  saw  a  Common 
Buzzard  over  Regent’s  Park  on  18th,  eight  more  Kittiwakes  at  Thamesmead 
on  19th,  a  late  Red-necked  Grebe  at  Fairlop  and  another  Rammey  Marsh 
Temminck’s  Stint  on  20th,  plus  an  excellent  spring  gathering  of  six  Wood 
Sandpipers  at  Amwell  GP.  Two  Spoonbills  at  Beddington  SF  on  25th,  yet 
another  Marsh  Harrier  at  Rainham  on  26th,  a  rare  spring  Arctic  Skua  at 
Biggin  Hill  on  29th  and  a  Temminck’s  Stint  at  Beddington  SF  on  31st  crowned 
an  eventful  month. 

Despite  having  a  hard  act  to  follow,  June  produced  yet  another  goodie  —  a 
Great  Snipe  at  Dagenham  Chase  on  1st.  Perhaps  surprisingly,  London  has 
four  previous  records,  though  none  for  nearly  15  years.  Having  set  the  scene, 
waders  continued,  with  another  Temminck’s  Stint  on  2nd  at  Hersham  GP  and 
three  Little  Stints  at  Beddington  SF  on  5th.  A  rather  disoriented  Fulmar  was 
picked  up  in  Tottenham  on  6th.  Apart  from  this  first  week,  June  was  really 
pretty  quiet,  with  highlights  being  five  Kittiwakes  at  Queen  Mother  Res  and 
three  Common  Crossbills  at  Woolwich  on  9th,  Little  Terns  at  Amwell  GP  on 
13th  (2)  and  Aldenham  Res  on  27th,  a  Honey  Buzzard  over  Orpington  on  25th 
and  a  Common  Buzzard  over  Warlingham  the  next  day. 

Highlight  of  a  generally  good  Breeding  Season  was  the  return  of  Dartford 
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Warbler  as  a  London  breeder  when  a  pair  raised  two  young  within  the  Area’s 
boundary  —  the  last  recorded  breeding  was  in  1939.  Another  great  success 
story  (and  on  somewhat  firmer  foundations)  was  the  raising  of  almost  200 
young  Common  Terns  by  99  pairs,  a  best  ever  total  —  the  vast  majority 
breeding  on  man-made  islands.  Also  encouraging  were  26  pairs  of  Shelduck, 
ten  pairs  of  Gadwall,  perhaps  23  pairs  of  Ringed  Plover,  a  pair  of  Barn  Owls, 
perhaps  two  pairs  of  Long-eared  Owls  and  the  good  total  of  17  singing 
Grasshopper  Warblers.  Nightjar,  Redstart  and  Oystercatcher  continued  to 
maintain  their  precarious  grip.  On  the  down  side,  Wood  Warblers  had  no 
success,  Tree  Pipits  appear  to  be  declining  and  Grey  Partridge  seems  to  be 
well  on  the  way  to  eventual  extinction  as  a  London  breeder. 

JULY  opened  with  five  Curlew  at  Beddington  on  1st.  Other  notable  wader 
counts  during  the  month  were  ten  Greenshanks  at  Rainham  on  8th  and  15th 
(the  only  double  figure  counts  of  the  autumn),  four  Wood  Sandpipers  there  on 
9th,  a  peak  of  25  Little  Ringed  Plovers  on  22nd,  also  at  Rainham,  an  excellent 
flock  of  21  Black-tailed  Godwits  at  Staines  Res  on  27th  and  eight  Bar-tailed 
Godwits  at  Amwell  GP  on  29th.  In  addition,  up  to  50  Common  Sandpipers 
were  counted  at  Wm  Girling  Res  during  the  month.  Other  highlights  were 
thinly  spread  —  two  Little  Terns  at  Broadwater  GP  on  9th,  a  male  Scaup  at 
Wm  Girling  Res  on  15th,  a  well-seen  Goshawk  at  Downe  on  23rd,  four 
Garganey  at  Coopers  Green  GP  on  24th,  two  Common  Crossbills  near 
Hertford  on  26th  and  a  Common  Scoter  at  King  George  V  Res  on  28th. 

The  weather  continued  hot  and  dry  into  AUGUST  and  birds  associated  with 
southern  climes  included  a  juvenile  Purple  Heron  at  Amwell  GP  on  5th  and  an 
Alpine  Swift  at  Croham  Hurst  GC  on  12th.  A  Spotted  Crake  at  Kempton  Park 
Res  on  6th  was  very  early  by  any  standards,  as  was  a  Red-necked  Grebe  at 
Island  Barn  Res  on  11th.  More  typical  were  Spotted  Redshanks  on  5th  at 
Fairlop  (3)  and  on  10th  at  Beddington  SF  (2)  and  four  Sanderling  at  West 
Thurrock  on  12th.  Easterlies  livened  up  passage  somewhat  from  17th  when  a 
Common  Buzzard  passed  over  Banstead  and  150-200  Common  Terns  flew 
over  Beddington  SF.  Two  days  later,  170  Black  Terns  at  Staines  Res  plus  55 
next  door  at  King  George  VI  Res  were  followed  the  next  day  by  462  Common 
Terns  scattered  over  six  west  London  reservoirs.  Also  at  this  time  were  Red¬ 
necked  Grebe  at  Staines  Res,  Common  Scoter  at  Horton  GP,  Little  Tern  at 
Littlebrook  GP  and  38  Whimbrel  over  Bedfont.  Easterlies  livened  things  up 
again  on  26th  when  there  was  a  Common  Buzzard  over  Reigate  Hill,  four 
Little  Stints  at  Rainham,  17  Whimbrel  over  Dagnam  Park,  12  Turnstones  at 
Rainham  and  51  Sandwich  Terns  scattered  over  the  Area,  including  28  at 
Battersea  where  385  Common  Terns  were  also  counted  moving  upriver.  The 
next  day,  23  Pintail  flew  over  King  George  V  Res  and  an  Arctic  Skua  was 
seen  at  West  Thurrock.  An  elusive  Night  Heron  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  28th 
was  London’s  seventh.  The  month  closed  with  four  Common  Scoter  at  Queen 
Mother  Res  and  a  Marsh  Harrier  at  Rainham  on  30th  and  four  Little  Stints  at 
Perry  Oaks  on  31st. 

Apart  from  the  autumn  peak  of  11  Black-necked  Grebes  at  Staines  Res  on 
3rd,  the  first  week  of  SEPTEMBER  produced  a  small  flurry  of  raptor  records  — 
yet  another  Marsh  Harrier  at  Rainham  on  2nd,  an  Osprey  at  Maple  Cross  on 
4th  and  a  Merlin  at  Rainham  on  6th.  Then  very  strong  easterlies  produced  a 
glut  of  seabirds  on  9th  and  10th,  including  six  Arctic  Skuas  at  three  sites,  eight 
Great  Skuas  at  two  sites,  lots  of  Little  Gulls,  including  34  at  Walthamstow 
Res  and  28  at  King  George  VI  Res,  40  Sandwich  Terns  (including  11  at 
Broadwater  GP)  and,  the  icing  on  the  cake,  a  juvenile  Sabine’s  Gull  at 
Walthamstow  Res.  Within  a  week,  seabirds  were  at  it  again  —  a  Manx 
Shearwater  at  West  Thurrock  and  a  Gannet  over  Beddington  SF  on  16th  were 
complemented  by  a  Grey  Phalarope  at  Walthamstow  Res  the  same  day  and 
another  Manx,  this  time  picked  up  at  White  Roding  on  19th  and  released  at 
Amwell  GP.  Also  around  this  time,  an  Osprey  began  a  three  week  stay  in  the 
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lower  Lea  Valley  from  13th,  Little  Terns  appeared  at  Littlebrook  GP  on  14th 
and  West  Thurrock  on  16th,  Common  Buzzards  were  seen  at  Panshanger  Park 
on  17th  and  Hampstead  Heath  on  21st  and  a  Marsh  Harrier  on  21st  was  seen 
at  ...  Rainham  Marsh  again!  The  final  week  carried  on  in  the  same  vein  — 
Marsh  Harrier  at  Rainham  on  24th  and  another  two  Common  Buzzards,  this 
time  together  over  Bam  Elms  Res  also  on  24th.  Leach’s  Petrels  were  found  at 
Dartford  Marsh  on  25th  and  Wm  Girling  Res  on  27th  and  another  Grey 
Phalarope  appeared,  at  King  George  VI  Res  on  24th.  Two  of  the  autumn’s 
highlights  were  found  at  this  time  and  both  stayed  long  enough  to  be  well- 
appreciated  by  many  —  a  Spotted  Sandpiper  at  King  George  V  Res  from  25th 
and  a  Tawny  Pipit  at  Beddington  SF  from  30th. 

October  opened  with  another  rare  pipit,  this  time  a  Richard’s,  at  Dagnam 
Park  on  2nd.  Also  in  the  first  week  were  a  Slavonian  Grebe  at  Walthamstow 
Res,  a  Lapland  Bunting  at  Beddington  SF,  three  Brent  Geese  at  Bam  Elms 
Res,  three  Common  Scoter  at  Queen  Mother  Res  and  finally,  on  7th,  a  young 
Spoonbill  which  stopped  off  at  Staines  Res  for  a  few  hours.  During  the  next 
week  three  more  Common  Scoter  appeared  (at  two  sites)  plus  two  Red¬ 
breasted  Mergansers  (at  two  sites),  11  Kittiwakes  flew  over  Dartford  Marsh, 
an  unidentified  storm-petrel  was  seen  at  Walthamstow  Res  (on  10th)  and  a 
Merlin  was  at  King  George  V  Res  the  same  day.  A  Woodlark  at  Hainault 
Forest  on  14th  was  unusual  but  12  Bewick’s  Swans  at  Beddington  SF  on  16th, 
a  Hen  Harrier  at  South  Darenth  the  same  day  and  three  Merlins  and  a  Brent 
Goose  over  the  next  four  days  were  rather  more  expected.  Seabirds  came  to  the 
fore  again  with  a  Leach’s  Petrel  at  Barking  on  21st  and  a  Puffin  at  Wraysbury 
Res  on  24th.  The  month  closed  with  some  typical  records  —  four  Brent  Geese 
at  Queen  Mother  Res  on  27th,  19  Bewick’s  Swans  at  three  sites  on  28th  and 
29th  and  a  Hen  Harrier  over  Bentley  Priory  on  29th. 

Highlight  of  the  first  week  of  NOVEMBER  was  an  unfortunately  short-staying 
Red-breasted  Flycatcher  in  Kew  Gardens  on  5th.  Two  Grey  Phalaropes 
appeared  around  this  time  —  at  Island  Bam  Res  on  4th  and  at  Staines  Res  on 
9th.  Otherwise,  the  birds  were  fairly  standard  late  autumn  fare  —  Hen  Harriers 
at  Berwick  Ponds  on  1st  and  Island  Bam  Res  on  15th,  three  Bewick’s  Swans  at 
Queen  Mary  Res  on  3rd,  Scaup  at  Island  Bam  Res  on  4th,  Snow  Bunting  at 
King  George  V  Res  on  5th  and  a  Brent  Goose  at  Ponders  End  on  6th.  This 
latter  species  moved  through  in  modest  numbers  during  the  month,  with  four  at 
Purfleet  on  11th  and  20  at  Gravesend  on  12th.  Lapland  Buntings  were  seen  at 
Walthamstow  Res  on  13th  and  Thamesmead  on  15th  and  irruptive  Bearded 
Tits  appeared  at  Dagenham  Chase  on  12th  (11)  and  Littlebrook  GP  on  17th  (7). 
Less  predictable  was  the  appearance  of  a  Dartford  Warbler  at  Thamesmead 
on  11th.  Water  birds  of  one  sort  or  another  predominated  from  16th  to  19th, 
with  Slavonian  Grebe  at  Bam  Elms  Res,  Velvet  Scoters  at  King  George  V  Res 
and  Bam  Elms  Res  (2),  Red-breasted  Merganser  at  King  George  V  Res,  a 
Brent  Goose  at  Brent  Res,  a  Bittern  at  Rye  Meads  and  a  Red-throated  Diver 
at  King  George  VI  and  Staines  Reservoirs.  After  the  bulk  of  late  autumn 
passage  had  finished,  things  quietened  somewhat  with  Snow  Buntings 
appearing  at  King  George  V  Res  and  Wm  Girling  Res  (2)  on  22nd  and  at 
Cray  ford  Marsh  on  26th  and  another  Red-breasted  Merganser,  at  King 
George  V  Res  on  29th.  More  unusual  than  these,  however,  was  a  Willow 
Warbler  which  commenced  a  12-day  stay  in  Alexandra  Park  from  25th. 

Long-eared  Owls  had  been  noted  through  November  and,  by  the  end  of 
December,  a  roost  of  between  nine  and  11  birds  had  built  up  at  Dagenham 
Chase  —  a  very  respectable  count.  Unfortunately,  mild  weather  meant  that  there 
were  no  spectacular  influxes  or  hard  weather  movements  during  the  month,  but 
observers  were  not  unrewarded  for  their  efforts  —  two  Merlins,  a  Bittern  (at 
Berwick  Ponds),  a  Slavonian  Grebe,  a  Red-breasted  Merganser  and  a 
Glaucous  Gull  all  appeared  during  the  first  three  days  of  the  month,  then  on 
6th  a  high  count  of  13  Green  Sandpipers  was  made  at  Rye  Meads.  A 
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Whooper  Swan  at  Roydon  GP  on  8th  and  then  at  Netherhall  GP  from  10th 
complemented  Bewick’s  Swans  seen  at  Fairlop  on  10th  and  at  Bowyer’s  GP  on 
12th  (2).  Two  Waxwings,  the  only  ones  at  the  tail  end  of  the  year,  were  seen 
for  ten  minutes  at  Addington  on  13th.  A  female  Ferruginous  Duck  remained  at 
Stocker’s  Lake  from  15th  to  the  month’s  end,  but  was  shy  throughout,  in 
complete  contrast  to  a  noisy  gathering  of  142  Ring-necked  Parakeets  at 
Wraysbury  GP  on  15th.  Following  a  Red-breasted  Merganser  at  Rainham  on 
16th,  a  Great  Northern  Diver  was  seen  at  three  west  London  reservoirs  over 
the  next  two  days  (probably  just  the  one  bird)  but  was  overshadowed  somewhat 
by  the  event  of  the  month  —  storm-force  south-westerlies  battered  the  south  and 
west  coasts  of  Britain  on  17th  and  wrecked  many  Leach’s  Petrels,  four  of 
which  found  their  way  into  the  Area  (at  Queen  Mary,  Staines,  Bam  Elms  and 
Walton  Reservoirs)  on  the  same  day.  Another  Leach’s  Petrel  was  found,  at 
Brent  Res,  on  23rd  when  the  blow  returned  for  another  onslaught  later  in  the 
month.  Other  birds  included  a  Lapland  Bunting  at  Waltham  Abbey  on  22nd,  a 
Slavonian  Grebe  at  Island  Bam  Res  on  25th,  which  joined  the  Great 
Northern  Diver  which  had  settled  there  the  day  before,  a  Bittern  at  Wraysbury 
GP  and  a  Merlin  at  Rainham.  Observers  out  on  the  last  day  of  1989  saw  two 
Whitefronts  fly  over  Staines  Res  and  found  a  Common  Scoter  at  Fairlop  GP 
and  a  female  Eider  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve. 
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Birds  of  the  London  Area  1989 

with  Additions  and  Corrections  for  previous  years 

A  REPORT  ON  BIRD  LIFE  WITHIN  TWENTY  MILES  OF  ST  PAUL’S  CATHEDRAL 

Species  are  presented  in  the  systematic  list  in  Voous  order  (K  H  Voous  1977, 
List  of  Recent  Holarctic  Bird  Species).  Species  numbers  follow  the  list  in  the 
Surrey  Bird  Report  for  1979,  except  that  species  formerly  treated  as  subspecies 
are  distinguished  by  suffix  letters.  A  complete  checklist  of  species  recorded  in 
the  London  Area  this  century,  including  the  species  numbers,  appears  towards 
the  end  of  this  issue  of  the  London  Bird  Report  and,  effectively,  acts  as  a 
systematic  index  to  it. 

North,  south,  east  and  west  are  abbreviated  to  N,  S,  E  and  W  respectively. 
Similarly,  for  direction  of  flight,  cardinal  points  are  shortened  to  N,  NE,  NNE 
etc.  Other  abbreviations  are: 


CP  =  Country  Park 

Res 

=  Reservoir 

GC  =  Golf  Course 

RG 

=  Ringing  Group 

GP  =  Gravel  Pit  or  Pits 

SF 

=  Sewage  Farm  (or  Works) 

LBR  =  London  Bird  Report 

SP 

=  Sand  Pit 

NR  =  Nature  Reserve  WCB  =  Watercress  Beds 

PS  =  Power  Station  Wm  =  William  (Girling  Res) 

A  full  list  of  observers  on  pp.  13-15.  Observers’  initials  (as  given  in  the  list 
of  observers)  are  shown  against  principal  records.  Where  two  or  more 
observers  have  the  same  initials,  they  are  distinguished  by  the  use  of  a  lower¬ 
case  suffix  letter.  The  abbreviation  ‘mo’,  sometimes  used  for  long-stay  records, 
indicates  ‘many  observers’. 

The  recording  areas  within  the  London  Area  —  see  p.  5  —  are  signified  by 
initials  in  the  report:  E  =  Essex,  H  =  Hertfordshire  (usually  abbreviated  to 

Herts),  M  =  Middlesex  (Middx),  B  =  Buckinghamshire  (Bucks),  K  =  Kent 

and  S  =  Surrey.  Unless  stated  otherwise,  references  to  Bucks,  Essex,  Herts, 
Kent  and  Surrey  mean  the  parts  of  the  relevant  vice-counties  within  the  London 
Area.  Records  for  the  Inner  London  recording  area  are  usually  given  under  the 
relevant  county  heading  but  in  tables  they  may  be  shown  separately,  when  the 
abbreviation  IL  may  be  used. 

All  observations  from  the  Lea  Valley  Reservoirs  are  published  as  Essex 
records,  though  several  of  them  are  partly  in  Middx.  Similarly,  all  observations 
from  Stocker’s  Lake  are  published  as  Herts  records,  though  it  is  partly  in 
Middx,  while  records  from  Tilehouse  North  GP  are  all  shown  under  Bucks, 
though  it  is  partly  in  Herts,  and  all  records  from  Wraysbury  Res  appear  under 
Middx,  though  it  is  partly  in  Bucks.  Records  from  South  Norwood  CP  appear 
under  Kent,  though  the  site  straddles  the  border  with  Surrey;  it  is  also  known  as 
South  Norwood  SF  and  as  Elmers  End  SF.  Queen  Mother  Res  is  treated  as 
wholly  within  the  Area  though  it  is  in  fact  partly  outside. 

A  detailed  map  of  the  London  Area  (such  as  the  RAC  1:100,000  map 
London  &  Home  Counties)  will  be  found  useful  for  a  full  appreciation  of  many 
of  the  records  in  this  report.  Reference  should  also  be  made  to  the  Society’s 
books  The  Birds  of  the  London  Area  (2nd  edn,  1964)  and  Atlas  of  Breeding 
Birds  of  the  London  Area  (1977),  and  to  previous  London  Bird  Reports,  which 
together  give  the  continuous  history  of  species  from  1900. 

Sightings  of  more  than  one  bird  (where  they  are  known  to  have  arrived 
together)  are  treated  as  one  record.  Running  totals  in  the  systematic  list  refer  to 
numbers  of  records  and  individuals  in  the  London  Area  since  1900. 
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1  Red-throated  Diver  Gavia  steUata 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Feb  25th  (AJGy  et  at). 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  one  on  Apr  8th  and  one  on  Nov  19th  which  was 
later  seen  flying  off  SE  over  Staines  Res  (PN). 

Three  records  is  about  average  for  a  mild  winter  (in  which  there  were  no 
Black-throated  Divers).  Apr  8th  is  a  late  date  for  spring  passage  in  the 
London  Area. 

3  Great  Northern  Diver  Gavia  immer 

M  King  George  VI  Res  and  Staines  Res,  a  first  winter  on  Dec  17th  (AVM, 
PN). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  on  Dec  18th  and  19th  (CL  JASn). 

5  Island  Bam  Res,  one  from  Dec  24th  into  1990  (MLd,  pgws,  SJS  et  at). 

A  rather  poor  showing  if  all  three  records  refer  to  one  bird  that,  not 
unusually,  finally  chose  to  settle  at  Island  Bam  Res.  During  the  1980s 
there  were  23  Great  Northern  Divers  in  London;  17  of  these  arrived  in 
January,  November  or  December.  West  London  had  the  lion’s  share  with 
16  birds,  the  Lea  Valley  drew  just  four  and  none  occurred  on  the  River 
Thames  (unlike  the  other  two  diver  species). 

6  Little  Grebe  Tachybaptus  ruficollis 

Localities  holding  breeding  pairs  (with  numbers  of  pairs  or  broods  in 
brackets),  largest  counts  in  each  sector  and  a  summary  of  Inner  London 
records  are  given  below. 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP  (2);  12  on  Oct  15th.  Fairlop  (2).  Purfleet  (6);  20  in 
December.  Rainham  Marsh  (2).  West  Thurrock  (2). 

H  Amwell  GP  (3).  Amwell  North  GP  (3).  Hilfield  Park  Res  (2);  23  on  Sept 
17th.  Moor  Mill  (2).  Park  Street  (1).  Prae  Mill  (2).  Rye  Meads  SF  (7). 
Shafford  Mill  (1). 

M  Brent  Res  (11);  14  on  Aug  6th.  Highway  Farm,  Harefield  (1).  Kempton 
Park  Res  (1).  Queen  Mary  GP  (3).  Shepperton  GP,  20  on  Dec  17th. 
Stoke  Newington  Res,  22  on  Nov  12th.  Inner  London:  Kensington 
Gardens,  one  from  Nov  30th  to  Dec  4th.  Regent’s  Park,  singles  from 
February  to  May  and  August  to  October.  St  James’s  Park,  up  to  two 
from  January  to  May  but  no  evidence  of  breeding. 

B  Horton  GP,  21  on  Feb  23rd.  Tilehouse  GP,  14  on  Nov  4th.  Wraysbury 
GP,  15  on  Jan  3rd. 

K  Bromley  (1).  Ruxley  GP,  17  on  Feb  11th.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  15  on  Mar 
4th.  Thamesmead  (3). 

S  Epsom  Common  (2).  Ham  Lands  (4  but  no  success).  Holmethorpe  SP 
(1).  Lonsdale  Road  Res  (2).  River  Ember/Molesey  GP,  15  in  November. 
River  Thames  between  Kew  and  Richmond,  39  on  Jan  13th  and  29  on 
Mar  11th.  Waddon  Ponds  (1  pair;  2  broods).  Inner  London:  Battersea 
Park,  singles  on  Mar  27th,  Aug  18th  and  Oct  20th. 

7  Great  Crested  Grebe  Podiceps  cristatus 


The  number  of  pairs  proved  to  have  bred  in  each  county  is  shown  in  the 
table  below. 

Inner 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

London 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Totals 

1987 

42 

62 

72 

9 

- 

6 

20 

216 

1988 

37 

50 

70 

10 

- 

6 

14 

187 

1989 

38 

51 

n/a 

8 

3 

4 

15 

n/a 
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The  figure  for  pairs  in  Middx  was  not  fully  available  since  only  the 
number  of  broods  (which  is  normally  higher  than  the  number  of  pairs) 
was  submitted  for  certain  sites;  there  were  46  pairs  and  eight  further 
broods.  There  seems  to  have  been  a  slight  decline  in  Middx,  with  54 
pairs  at  most,  but  a  decrease  in  coverage  could  be  responsible. 

As  the  mild  weather  continued  from  1988,  one  pair  on  eggs  in  December 
(at  Cheshunt  GP)  hatched  young  in  January  and  another  pair  (at  Osterley 
Park)  hatched  young  in  February.  Autumn  gatherings  were  generally 
bigger  than  in  1988.  The  largest  breeding  concentrations,  details  of  early 
broods,  Inner  London  breeding  records  and  the  year’s  highest  counts  are 
given  below. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  52  on  Oct  27th.  Walthamstow  Res,  101  on  Sept 
16th,  106  on  Oct  14th  and  84  on  Nov  12th. 

H  Cheshunt  GP,  one  pair  hatched  three  young  on  Jan  25th,  then  26  broods 
in  spring  and  summer;  60  on  Mar  12th.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  83  on  Dec 
2nd. 

M  Brent  Res,  27  pairs  on  territory;  60+  on  Apr  23rd.  Canons  Lake, 
Edgware,  one  brood  hatched  but  was  killed  by  an  oil  slick.  King  George 
VI  Res,  75  on  July  13th,  115  on  Aug  16th,  112  on  Sept  15th  and  102  on 
Nov  12th.  Osterley  Park,  a  pair  hatched  four  young  on  Feb  5th.  Queen 
Mary  Res,  192  on  Jan  14th,  156  on  Feb  12th,  248  on  Aug  4th,  350  on 
Sept  9th,  231  on  Oct  15th,  342  on  Nov  11th  and  360  on  Dec  17th. 
Wraysbury  Res,  216  on  Aug  21st  and  241  on  Sept  18th.  Inner  London : 
Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair  made  two  nesting  attempts.  Regent’s  Park, 
four  pairs  bred,  two  successfully.  Victoria  Park,  one  pair  bred 
successfully. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  the  highest  count  was  just  53  on  Oct  15th. 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res,  139  on  Sept  17th.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park, 
two  pairs  raised  nine  young. 

8  Red-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  grisegena 

A  further  good  year  for  this  species,  in  spite  of  the  mild  weather,  with 
similar  sized  arrivals  in  both  halves  of  the  year.  At  the  start  of  the  year 
six  birds  remained  from  1988.  Between  nine  and  18  birds  arrived  during 
the  first  half  of  the  year  but  the  degree  of  movement  between  sites, 
particularly  in  west  London,  makes  it  impossible  to  be  precise.  The 
records  suggest  that  at  least  five  birds  arrived  in  January  and  four  in 
March;  it  is  just  conceivable  that  the  May  bird  at  Fairlop  GP  was 
eastbound  from  King  George  VI  Res.  In  the  autumn,  an  early  bird  was  at 
Island  Bam  Res  on  Aug  11th  and  12th  and  this  may  have  been  the  bird  at 
Staines  Res  from  19th.  Between  seven  and  18  further  birds  arrived  before 
the  year’s  end,  the  extent  of  duplication  between  six  sites  in  west  London 
again  being  very  difficult  to  judge.  It  is,  however,  clear  that  a  peak  of 
five  to  11  new  birds  arrived  in  October  and  November. 

E  Fairlop  GP,  one  from  Jan  7th  to  18th  (ABl  et  at)  and  one  on  May  20th  (CGn 
et  at).  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Sept  20th  (RMC).  Walthamstow  Res, 
singles  on  Jan  5th  (PFr)  and  from  Sept  23rd  into  December  (JF  et  al)>  then 
two  from  Dec  26th  to  31st  (SCr,  JF).  Wm  Girling  Res,  one  on  Jan  15th 
(SRP)  and  the  autumn  bird  at  Walthamstow  was  here  between  Nov  26th 
and  Dec  3rd  (PJV  et  at). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res,  one  on  Jan  1st  and  2nd  (CIB,  GJE,  SHM). 

M  Broadwater  GP,  the  bird  first  seen  on  Dec  27th  1988  remained  until  Jan 
7th  (mo).  Kempton  Park  Lake,  one  on  Mar  22nd  (BF.  MWr).  King  George 
VI  Res,  singles  were  regularly  reported  between  early  January  and  May 
11th  (AVM,  PN  et  at)  but  two  were  present  between  Mar  12th  and  27th  and 
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on  Apr  14th  and  21st  (JAH,  PN);  one  was  present  from  Oct  20th  to  the  end 
of  the  year,  with  two  between  Nov  19th  and  Dec  10th  (PN).  Queen  Mary 
Res,  one  on  Jan  14th  (DJMs),  two  on  Mar  9th  (CL)  then  one  on  11th  (RBH), 
12th  (AVM)  and  23rd  (CL).  Staines  Res,  one  between  Jan  14th  and  Mar 
2nd  (KLP  et  at)  but  two  on  Feb  19th  (PN,  KLP),  two  again  on  Mar  20th  (CL, 
ASS)  then  singles  on  Mar  26th  and  Apr  23rd  (BAR);  an  early  bird  from 
Aug  19th  until  Oct  3rd  (RBH,  AVM  et  at)  was  followed  by  two  on  Nov  4th, 
one  on  12th,  two  on  25th  and  one  on  28th  (AVM,  PN  et  at).  Wraysbury  Res, 
one  on  Feb  10th  and  21st  and  one  from  Dec  1st  to  29th  (CL). 

B  Horton  GP,  singles  on  Jan  22nd  and  23rd  (CDRH),  intermittently  between 
Mar  7th  and  Apr  17th  (CL  et  at),  between  Nov  9th  and  19th  (JASn)  and 
from  Dec  23rd  to  31st  (AVM,  PN  et  at).  Queen  Mother  Res,  singles  from 
1988  until  Jan  22nd  (mo),  from  Apr  8th  to  16th  (JASn),  from  Oct  6th  to 
16th  (AVM  et  at),  a  different  bird  from  Oct  20th  to  29th  (CL  et  at)  and, 
finally,  one  on  Dec  24th  (JASn).  Wraysbury  GP,  two  from  1988  until  Jan 
15th,  one  remaining  until  Feb  20th  (mo),  then  one  on  Nov  22nd  (AGS). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Nov  21st  (BPA,  CFr).  Island  Bam  Res,  an  adult  on 
Aug  11th  and  12th  and  one  on  Oct  14th  (PGWS,  SJS). 

9  Slavonian  Grebe  Podiceps  auritus 

E  Walthamstow  Res,  one  from  Oct  1st  to  8th  (PSAA  et  at).  Wm  Girling  Res, 
one  on  Dec  2nd  (RMC). 

M  Staines  Res,  one  from  Apr  18th  to  28th  (ASS  et  at). 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  six  dates  between  Jan  4th  and  19th  (SNR). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Nov  16th  (BPA,  CFr,  RBH  et  at).  Island  Bam  Res, 
one  in  summer  plumage  on  Apr  6th  (PGWS)  and  one  on  Dec  25th  (MLd, 
SJS). 

A  poor  showing  with  only  seven  birds.  During  the  ten  years  1980-89  this 
species  averaged  17.4  birds  a  year  but  with  widely  fluctuating  numbers, 
from  as  few  as  six  in  1981  to  the  century’s  high  of  48  in  1985.  The 
biggest  numbers  occurred  during  spells  of  hard  weather,  with  small 
movements  in  October-November  and  a  slight  passage  in  March-April. 

10  Black-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  nigricoUis 

E  Fairlop  GP,  singles  on  May  21st  and  Sept  21st  (AB1  et  at).  Walthamstow 
Res,  two  between  Sept  23rd  and  Oct  2nd,  one  remaining  to  8th  (JF  et  at). 
Wm  Girling  Res,  four  in  January  then  three  through  to  Mar  26th  (JF);  one 
on  July  18th  (PJV),  two  on  Sept  23rd  and  three  on  24th  (JF,  PJV),  then  four 
from  October  to  December  (JF). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res,  one  on  Sept  12th  (CIB).  Rye  Meads  SF,  one  in  summer 
plumage  from  May  4th  to  7th  (RMRG,  MI,  GJW  et  at). 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  one  on  Mar  12th  (JAH),  up  to  three  between  Mar 
19th  and  Apr  1st  (AVM,  PN),  then  one  on  Apr  18th  (DPB);  singles  on  Aug 
16th  and  Sept  15th  increasing  to  two  on  24th  and  five  on  Oct  6th  and  7th, 
then  four  on  13th  and,  finally,  singles  on  Oct  26th  and  Nov  4th  (CL,  AVM, 
PN).  Queen  Mary  GP,  one  on  Jan  14th  (HRG,  PGWS).  Staines  Res,  two  on 
Feb  23rd  (KLP)  then  recorded  regularly  between  Mar  3rd  and  Apr  15th, 
with  a  peak  of  just  four  on  six  dates  between  Mar  12th  and  Apr  8th  (mo); 
two  on  Apr  28th  (BAR)  then  one  on  June  19th  and  23rd  (LGF,  ASS), 
followed  by  monthly  maxima  of  five  on  July  30th  (AVM,  PN),  eight  in  late 
August  (RBH,  CL,  AVM,  PN),  11  on  Sept  3rd  (AVM,  PN)  and  16th  (RBH)  and 
three  on  Oct  3rd  (KLP);  the  only  bird  after  Oct  22nd  occurred  on  Nov 
11th  (DPB,  AVM,  ASMS). 

B  Horton  GP,  one  on  Oct  5th  (JASn).  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  on  Sept  24th 
(GBL,  PN,  JASn).  Wraysbury  GP,  one  on  Oct  5th  (JASn). 
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S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  from  Aug  31st  to  Sept  7th  (CFr,  RBH).  Island  Bam 
Res,  two  from  Mar  14th  to  Apr  3rd,  and  from  Aug  11th  to  18th,  one  on 
Sept  21st  and  two  from  Sept  29th  to  Oct  8th  (MLd,  pgws,  SJS). 

Records  came  from  13  sites,  a  return  to  normal  after  last  year’s  poor 
spread.  The  autumn  peak  of  11  at  Staines  Res  was  rather  low  and  the 
spring  passage  there  was  very  poor  with  a  peak  of  only  four.  It  is  not 
known  if  these  low  figures  reflect  a  change  in  the  attractiveness  of  Staines 
Res  to  this  species  or  a  change  in  its  migration  routes  or  population  size. 
The  winter  distribution  remains  concentrated  on  Wm  Girling  Res  with  a 
peak  of  four  at  both  ends  of  the  year. 

12  Fulmar  Fu Imarus  glacialis 

M  Tottenham,  one  picked  up  on  June  6th  was  photographed  before  being 
released  at  Brighton  (RSPB  per  NB). 

The  24th  record  for  the  London  Area  but  the  16th  during  the  1980s.  This 
seabird  has  now  occurred  four  years  in  a  row  and  in  six  of  the  ten  years 
since  1980.  Some  birds  have  been  much  fitter  than  this  one  and  it  seems 
that  overland  flights  have  become  much  less  of  a  novelty. 

18  Manx  Shearwater  Puffinus  puffuius 

E  West  Thurrock,  one  drifting  downriver  on  Sept  16th  (MKD,  PJV).  White 
Roding,  one  picked  up  on  Sept  19th  was  released  at  Arnwell  GP  (H)  (per 
GJW). 

The  39th  and  40th  records  for  the  London  Area  and  at  the  usual  time  of 
year.  During  the  1980s  this  species  appeared  in  seven  years  with  a  total 
of  25  individuals. 


22/23  Storm/Leach’s  Petrel  Hydrobates  pelagicus/Oceanodroma  leucorhoa 
E  Walthamstow  Res,  one  on  Oct  10th  (Hz). 
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E  Creekmouth,  Barking,  one  over  the  River  Thames  on  Oct  21st  (CGn) 
crossed  over  towards  the  Kent  shore.  Wm  Girling  Res,  one  on  Sept  27th 

(SCr  et  at) . 

M  Brent  Res,  one  on  Dec  23rd  (LAB).  Queen  Mary  Res,  one  on  Dec  17th 
(RBH).  Staines  Res,  one  for  a  few  minutes  on  Dec  17th  (DMr)  at  about  the 
same  time  as  the  bird  at  Queen  Mary  Res. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Sept  25th  (BEW). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Dec  17th  appeared  at  14.20  hrs  and  drifted  away 
NE  after  ten  minutes  (ASG,  MGr,  PJSn).  Walton  Res,  one  on  Dec  17th  (DSD, 
PGWS  et  at)  was  attacked  by  a  Sparrowhawk  but  survived. 

A  high  total  of  eight  birds  included  four  during  an  unprecedentedly  late 
national  influx  on  Dec  17th,  followed  by  another  six  days  later.  There  are 
only  two  previous  December  records  for  the  London  Area.  During  the 
1980s  this  delicate  seabird  occurred  every  year  but  one  (1980)  with  a 
total  of  37  individuals.  There  were  also  37  records  prior  to  1980.  In 
contrast,  Storm  Petrel  remains  a  considerable  rarity  with  only  11  records. 

25  Gannet  Sula  bassana 

S  Beddington  SF,  a  high-flying  immature  drifted  W  at  10.25  hrs  on  Sept 
16th  (PRA,  NMr). 

A  typical  record  of  London’s  biggest  seabird,  though  the  first  since  1985 
and  only  the  42nd  this  century.  The  1980s  produced  at  least  17  birds  with 
records  in  five  of  the  ten  years.  Most  of  the  42  occurrences  have  been  in 
autumn,  with  the  unique  storm-driven  influx  in  April  1981  providing  the 
chief  exception. 

26  Cormorant  Phalacrocorax  carbo 

Numbers  continued  to  increase  with  a  new  London  record  of  438  being 
set  at  Queen  Mary  Res  and  an  exceptional  count  of  over  400  at  Wm 
Girling  Res.  Large  gatherings  at  Wm  Girling  Res  did  not  continue  after 
October  so  they  may  have  involved  passage  birds.  As  in  previous  years, 
it  is  clear  that  Cormorants  are  exceptionally  efficient  at  concentrating  in 
the  best  feeding  sites,  suggesting  some  important  exchange  of  information 
at  their  nightly  roosts. 

The  table  below  shows  peak  monthly  counts  at  the  five  overnight  roosts 
in  the  Area;  coverage  was,  unfortunately,  incomplete. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jut 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Fishers  Green 

85 

115 

120 

30 

48 

- 

• 

10 

12 

65 

110 

130 

Walthamstow  Res 

298 

- 

125 

- 

- 

10 

- 

40 

30 

159 

283 

- 

M 

Broadwater  GP 

155 

- 

102 

30 

2 

2 

- 

3 

- 

- 

157 

219 

Wraysbury  Res 

75 

90 

75 

- 

27 

- 

27 

- 

- 

- 

143 

- 

S 

Q.  Elizabeth  II  Res 

366 

- 

- 

- 

30 

- 

- 

- 

83 

138 

74 

380 

At  all  five  sites  the  peak  count  for  the  year 

was 

higher  than  the 

1988 

peak,  by  an  average  of  about  22%,  though  it  should  be  noted  that 
coverage  was  not  uniform  in  either  year.  Large  gatherings  at  other 
waters,  movements,  a  ringing  recovery  and  a  summary  of  Inner  London 
records  are  given  below. 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  found  dead  on  Feb  8th  had  been  ringed  at  Puffin 
Island,  Fame  Is,  on  June  18th  1988.  King  George  V  Res,  80  on  Oct  2nd. 
West  Thurrock,  52  in  February  and  80+  on  Dec  16th.  Wm  Girling  Res, 
173  on  Sept  24th  rising  to  280  on  Oct  8th  and  400  on  Oct  22nd. 

H  Bushey,  33  flew  towards  Hilfield  Park  Res  on  Dec  29th.  Cheshunt  GP, 
46  flew  N  on  Oct  1st.  Rye  Meads  SF,  46  on  Sept  17th.  Stocker’s  Lake, 
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51  on  Dec  29th. 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  124  on  Oct  22nd  and  157  on  Nov  26th.  Queen 
Mary  Res,  the  feeding  flocks  were  even  larger  than  last  year,  with  438 
on  Jan  14th,  323  on  Feb  12th,  150  on  Oct  29th,  241  on  Nov  9th  and  420 
on  Dec  2nd  and  9th;  438  is  a  new  record  for  the  London  Area. 
Twickenham,  60  flew  over  on  Mar  11th.  Inner  London :  Kensington 
Gardens,  three  on  Jan  19th  with  one  or  two  on  various  other  winter 
dates.  Regent’s  Park,  up  to  six  birds  between  January  and  early  April  and 
up  to  nine  from  mid-August  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

B  Horton  GP,  31  roosting  on  Dec  2nd.  Queen  Mother  Res,  123  on  Jan 
22nd  and  38  on  Dec  1st.  Wraysbury  GP,  40  on  Nov  9th. 

K  Littlebrook  GP,  22  on  Dec  27th.  River  Thames  at  Barking  Reach,  103  on 
Dec  28th.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  19  on  Jan  8th.  Stone  Marshes,  25  on  Nov 
25th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  217  on  Mar  13th  and  111  on  Nov  23rd.  Ham  Lands,  76 
flew  W  in  one  hour  on  Oct  23rd.  Mortlake,  c60  flying  W  in  the  evening 
on  Mar  30th  were  probably  from  Bam  Elms  Res.  Walton  Res,  daytime 
feeding  flocks  reached  316  on  Jan  7th  and  80  on  Oct  8th.  Inner  London : 
River  Thames,  frequent  in  the  winter  months  with  up  to  seven  in  flight 
between  Vauxhall  and  Blackfriars  and  five  at  Upper  Pool  on  Feb  3rd. 

1988  Additional  Records 

S  Inner  London :  In  addition  to  the  published  records  (. LBR  53:  24)  there 
were  records  along  the  River  Thames  between  Vauxhall  and  Tower 
Bridges  from  January  to  March,  on  May  6th  and  from  September  to 
December,  with  a  maximum  of  nine  flying  downstream  at  Westminster 
on  Nov  4th;  the  record  of  ten  at  Nine  Elms  (which  is  between  Chelsea 
and  Vauxhall  Bridges)  on  Jan  4th  should  have  appeared  under  Inner 
London. 

27  Shag  Phalacrocorax  aristotelis 

In  contrast  to  the  huge  influx  in  1988,  this  was  a  much  quieter  year  with 
just  six  or  seven  new  birds  reaching  the  Area. 

E  Fishers  Green,  the  bird  first  recorded  in  early  March  1988  remained  until 
Oct  1st  (JF  et  at),  thus  completing  a  19  month  stay;  it  visited  Nazeing  GP 
on  Jan  31st  and  Apr  6th  (SCr). 

H  Rye  Meads  SF,  one  on  Jan  8th  (PBC,  ADW)  may  have  been  the  Essex  bird. 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  the  bird  found  on  Dec  11th  1988  stayed  until  Jan 
8th  (AVM,  PN). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  an  adult  on  Jan  7th  (GBL). 

K  Rotherhithe,  one  on  Dec  1st  (JKA).  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Dec  29th 
(SNR). 

S  Mercers  Lake,  Holmethorpe,  a  first  winter  on  Dec  7th  (GWJH).  River 
Thames  between  Hammersmith  and  Putney  Bridges,  one  on  Oct  15th 
(PJSn) .  Inner  London :  River  Thames  at  Westminster  Bridge,  one  on  Apr 
13th  fished  for  nearly  20  minutes  before  flying  off  upriver  (PJSn). 

1988  Additional  Record 

K  Littlebrook,  two  on  Mar  11th  (RD). 

30  Bittern  Botaurus  stellaris 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  one  on  Dec  2nd  (SRP). 

H  Rye  Meads  SF,  the  bird  first  seen  in  November  1988  remained  from  Jan 
1st  to  14th  (RMRG);  it  was  also  seen  at  Stanstead  Abbots  GP  on  Jan  1st 
(ADW)  and  15th  (MI)  and  it  or  another  was  at  Rye  Meads  on  Nov  18th  and 
Dec  3rd,  9th,  27th  and  31st  (RMRG.  PL,  GJW).  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  from 
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Nov  25th  into  January  1990  (RRD  et  at).  Troy  Mill  GP,  one  on  Apr  9th 
(JE). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  one  on  Dec  30th  stayed  into  1990  (AGS  etal ). 

In  spite  of  the  mild  weather  and  a  declining  British  population,  four  birds 
arrived,  a  similar  figure  to  1988.  The  Herts  records  suggest  that  some 
individuals  may  return  to  the  London  Area  each  winter. 

1987  Additional  Record 
H  Cheshunt  GP,  one  on  Dec  26th  (PBC). 

33  Night  Heron  Nycticorax  nycticorax 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  an  adult  or  second  summer  on  Aug  28th  and  Sept 
3rd  (VJH,  RHT). 

The  seventh  record  for  the  London  Area  and  the  first  in  August  but  the 
third  for  Sevenoaks.  Three  of  the  previous  six  were  in  May. 

39  Grey  Heron  Ardea  cinerea 

All  breeding  records  (with  1988  counts  in  brackets)  and  largest  counts 
elsewhere  are  given  below.  A  good  increase  is  evident  with  288  nests  at 
14  sites  compared  with  225  nests  at  nine  sites  in  1988. 

E  Waltham  Abbey,  20  (14)  occupied  nests.  Walthamstow  Res,  94  (91) 
occupied  nests.  West  Thurrock,  highest  counts  at  the  roost  were  84  on 
Jan  2nd  and  90  on  Oct  28th. 

H  Panshanger,  one  nest,  with  one  young  bird  on  May  14th.  Stocker’s  Lake, 
31  (15)  occupied  nests.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  18  in  June. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  44  (30)  pairs  bred.  Kempton  Park  Res,  c35  (38) 
occupied  nests.  Queen  Mary  Res,  25  in  May  and  July.  Osterley  Park,  a 
new  site,  a  pair  built  a  nest  on  a  raft  but  the  nest  was  later  taken  over  by 
Canada  Geese.  Syon  Park,  a  new  site,  four  nests  containing  at  least  seven 
young  on  May  11th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  27  (22)  pairs  bred. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  eight  (two)  occupied  nests.  Yiewsley  GP,  a  new  site,  two 
pairs  nested. 

K  Bexley,  ten  in  a  field  on  Dec  30th.  Dartford  Marsh,  14  on  Sept  26th.  No 
other  count  exceeded  eight. 

S  Bookham  Common,  three  or  four  (one  or  two)  pairs  bred  and  raised  at 
least  one  young.  Gatton  Lake,  16  (12)  occupied  nests.  Isleworth  Ait,  18 
on  Dec  23rd.  Kew  Gardens,  two  pairs  bred  but  the  eggs  were  probably 
taken  by  crows.  Walton  Res,  30  on  Oct  8th.  Inner  London:  Battersea 
Park,  32  on  Jan  17th. 

40  Purple  Heron  Ardea  purpurea 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  juvenile  on  Aug  5th  and  6th  (ADW  et  al). 

The  17th  record  for  the  London  Area  but  only  the  second  ever  in  August 
and  only  the  second  autumn  record  since  1972.  It  stayed  long  enough  to 
permit  many  interested  observers  to  see  it. 

41  Black  Stork  Ciconia  nigra 

E/H  One  in  the  Lea  Valley  on  May  14th  was  seen  flying  S  over  Amwell  GP 
(H),  then  over  Waltham  Abbey  (E)  and  finally  over  Cheshunt  GP  (H) 
from  where  it  departed  to  the  NW  (JRB,  JC,  MHk,  DHs,  JAHs,  ap,  JR,  gjw, 
ADW). 
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The  first  record  for  the  London  Area  this  century  and  for  Hertfordshire. 
There  is  one  record  from  the  last  century:  an  adult  male  was  shot  at 
Northolt,  Middx,  on  July  25th  1893.  It  had  been  seen  for  six  weeks  and 
was  said  to  have  been  killing  and  eating  chickens;  it  was  very  shy  but 
was  eventually  shot  on  a  haystack  where  it  roosted  (W  E  Glegg  1935,  A 
History  of  the  Birds  of  Middlesex). 

Nationally,  there  has  been  an  increase  in  sightings  in  recent  years,  and 
May  is  the  peak  month,  so  this  occurrence  was  not  totally  unexpected.  It 
was,  nevertheless,  an  extreme  bonus  for  two  groups  attempting  big  day 
lists  (G  J  White  1990,  Trans  HNHS  30(6):  462-463).  About  seven  other 
Black  Storks  were  reported  elsewhere  in  Britain  between  April  and  June 
1989  {Brit.  Birds  83:  447). 

44  Spoonbill  Platalea  leucorodia 

E  Hall  Marsh,  one  on  Mar  3rd  (GJW)  was  also  seen  in  Herts. 

H  Bowyers  GP,  Cheshunt,  one  on  Mar  3rd  (GJW). 

M  Staines  Res,  a  first-year  bird  in  the  partly-drained  north  basin  on  Oct  7th 
(AJBL  el  at) . 

S  Beddington  SF,  two  on  May  25th  flew  in  from  the  W  then  headed  off  N 
(GDJM,  RDW,  TW). 

These  three  occurrences,  involving  four  birds,  take  the  total  of  London 
records  to  15.  The  March  bird  was  well  in  advance  of  the  previous 
earliest  date  of  Apr  6th.  Surprisingly,  this  is  only  the  second  year  since 
1983  that  Spoonbills  have  been  recorded  in  the  London  Area;  the  other 
year,  1986,  also  produced  a  series  of  sightings.  In  addition  to  the  above, 
an  escaped  African  Spoonbill  P.  alba  or  hybrid  Spoonbill  x  African 
Spoonbill  was  also  reported  in  Herts  in  March,  at  Park  Street,  St  Albans, 
on  6th  (VWP,  JHT)  and  at  Aldenham  Res  on  13th  (BR,  NSn,  JTs),  and  a 
spoonbill  of  uncertain  identity  was  at  Beddington  SF  on  Feb  11th  (APs). 

46  Mute  Swan  Cygnus  olor 

The  number  of  breeding  pairs  is  given  for  each  sector  in  the  following 
table. 


Inner 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

London 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Totals 

1987 

9 

20 

12 

2 

1 

7 

9 

60 

1988 

8 

17 

10 

4 

1 

3 

6 

49 

1989 

9 

16 

16 

4 

- 

4 

12 

61 

The  total  of  61  pairs  is  about  the  norm  for  recent  years.  Uneven  coverage 
inevitably  clouds  the  true  fortunes  of  this  species  but  the  continued 
breeding  by  four  pairs  in  Inner  London  must  be  a  good  sign  —  prior  to 
1988,  four  pairs  were  last  reported  there  in  1972.  The  largest  flocks  are 
detailed  below. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  28  on  Nov  12th.  Walthamstow  Res,  27  on  Jan  15th 
and  30  on  July  23rd. 

H  Bury  Lake,  37  on  Apr  1st  and  54  on  Dec  29th.  Cheshunt  GP,  48  on  Mar 
12th  and  100  in  December. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  43  on  Aug  15th.  Hampton  Court  Park,  40  on  Mar  11th. 
Ponders  End  Lake,  39  on  Dec  4th.  Queen  Mary  Res,  55  on  July  28th. 
Shepperton  GP,  45  on  Nov  15th.  Inner  London :  Victoria  Park,  17  on 
May  27th. 

B  Tilehouse  GP,  17  on  Nov  4th. 

K  Isle  of  Dogs,  42  flew  E  in  three  parties  on  July  14th;  18  on  Sept  2nd. 


scs  «  5  x  2  8  «  3=2 
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River  Thames  at  Greenwich  Reach,  29  on  June  15th. 

S  River  Thames  at  Hampton  Court  Palace,  20  on  May  29th.  River  Thames 
at  Hurst  Park,  48  on  Apr  2nd. 

47  Bewick’s  Swan  Cygnus  columbianus 

E  Fairlop,  an  adult  on  Dec  10th  (ABl).  King  George  V  Res,  nine  adults  on 
Oct  28th  (RMC). 

Bowyers  GP,  two  adults  on  Dec  12th  (JF). 

Broadwater  GP,  an  adult  on  Oct  29th  (JWH).  Cranley  Gardens,  N10,  a 
flock  heard  flying  over  at  08.45  hrs  on  Oct  29th  (PJCr).  Queen  Mary  Res, 
two  adults  and  two  immatures  flew  SW  on  Nov  3rd  (CL).  Uxbridge,  at 
least  three  birds  heard  flying  SW  at  00.20  hrs  on  Nov  17th  (JAH). 
Beddington  SF,  12  flew  SW  on  Oct  16th  (PRA).  East  Molesey,  a  pair  flew 
over  the  River  Thames  on  Jan  12th  (RDE)  and  29  flew  over  on  Mar  11th 
(MLd).  Holmethorpe  SP,  an  immature  on  Dec  7th  (GWJH).  Island  Bam 
Res,  nine  adults  flew  low  NW  on  Oct  29th  (RGs,  PGWS). 

A  good  year  with  12  records,  including  a  large  spring  flock  of  29.  Seven 
of  the  records  came  in  a  one  month  period  between  Oct  16th  and  Nov 
17th,  an  unusually  strong  showing  for  that  time  of  year.  The  three 
subsequent  records  all  came  in  a  short  spell  between  Dec  7th  and  12th. 

Whooper  Swan  Cygnus  cygnus 

Netherhall  GP,  an  immature  from  Dec  10th  to  17th  (JR  et  at)  was  first  seen 
at  Roydon  GP.  Roydon  GP,  an  immature  on  Dec  8th  (AHr). 

Two  sightings  relating  to  one  bird  which  arrived  at  about  the  same  time 
as  three  records  of  Bewick’s  Swan.  Whooper  Swans  are  distinctly 
unusual  in  the  London  Area  when  the  weather  is  mild;  the  length  of  this 
bird’s  stay  was  also  unusually  long. 

White-fronted  Goose  Anser  alb  if ro  ns 

Amwell  GP,  the  three  from  Rye  Meads  flew  over  on  Jan  9th  (BR).  Rye 
Meads  SF,  three  from  Jan  8th  to  10th  (SCr,  RMRG,  GJW). 

Staines  Res,  two  flew  over  SE  on  Dec  31st  (ASG). 

A  poor  showing  in  the  mild  weather.  See  also  Appendix  I. 

Greylag  Goose  Anser  anser 

Numbers  seemed  to  be  a  little  down  this  year.  Breeding  records  and 
largest  counts  are  given  below. 

Belhus  Woods  CP,  two  pairs  probably  bred.  Berwick  Ponds,  one  pair 
probably  bred.  Walthamstow  Res,  three  pairs  bred. 

Amwell  GP,  one  pair  bred.  Stocker’s  Lake,  24  on  Aug  10th. 

Broadwater  GP,  four  pairs  hatched  16  young;  38  on  July  28th.  River  Lea 
at  Springfield  Marina,  one  pair  bred.  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  four 
pairs  bred.  St  James’s  Park,  11  broods;  146  on  Aug  8th. 

B  Tilehouse  GP,  31  on  July  29th.  Wraysbury  GP,  23  on  Jan  15th. 

K  Darenth,  80  on  Jan  14th.  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  95  on  Mar  5th. 

Sevenoaks  Reserve,  391  on  Aug  13th. 

S  Gatton  Lake,  two  pairs  bred;  26  on  June  25th.  Holmethorpe  SP,  35  on 
Aug  31st  and  Sept  2nd. 
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55  Canada  Goose  Branta  canadensis 

Localities  with  five  or  more  broods  or  breeding  pairs,  highest  counts 
from  sites  holding  300  or  more  birds  at  some  time  during  the  year  and 
summaries  of  Inner  London  records  are  given  below.  Numbers  at 
Sevenoaks  Reserve  did  not  rise  above  250. 

E  Fishers  Green,  17  pairs  bred;  380  on  Mar  3rd.  Nazeing,  467  on  Dec 
15th.  Walthamstow  Res,  30  pairs  bred;  1,041  on  July  9th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  11  pairs  raised  nine  broods;  620  on  Aug  20th.  Cheshunt 
GP,  12  broods.  Radlett,  about  five  pairs  bred.  Stanstead  Abbots  GP,  650 
on  Aug  30th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  seven  pairs  bred;  389  on  July  11th. 
Tyttenhanger  GP,  up  to  300  in  August. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  eight  pairs  bred.  Brent  Res,  13  pairs  bred.  Osterley 
Park,  five  broods.  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens, 
maximum  of  294  on  Feb  11th.  Regent’s  Park,  eight  pairs  bred;  maximum 
count  109  on  Feb  11th.  St  James’s  Park,  four  broods  but  numbers 
controlled;  maximum  of  128  on  Feb  12th.  Victoria  Park,  maximum  of 
112  on  July  22nd. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  six  broods.  Holmethorpe  SP,  five  pairs  bred.  Walton 
Res,  305  on  Dec  2nd.  Inner  London :  Battersea  Park,  48  pairs  bred, 
raising  c40  young;  maximum  of  140  on  Feb  7th. 

Wild  goose  sp 

H  Oxhey,  six  grey  geese  flew  over  on  Apr  5th  (JHT). 

K  Orpington,  six  grey  geese  flew  E  on  Dec  27th  (RD). 

S  Worcester  Park,  a  flock  heard  flying  over  at  20.30  hrs  on  Jan  18th  (RES). 

57  Brent  Goose  Branta  bemicla 

E  Buckhurst  Hill,  one  on  Jan  8th  and  13th  (MKD,  SPs).  Purfleet,  four  on  Nov 
11th  (LRP).  Walthamstow  Res,  one  on  Apr  30th  (PSAA). 

M  Brent  Res,  one  on  Nov  17th  (RBd).  Ponders  End  Lake,  one  from  Nov  6th 
to  10th  (ACy,  SCr).  Staines  Res,  one  flying  high  NW  on  Jan  29th  (MHk). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  on  Oct  20th  (CL)  and  four  on  27th  (JASd). 

K  Darenth  Lakes,  one  on  Mar  24th  (ALn,  MLn,  MTs,  TT).  Gravesend,  20  on 
Nov  12th  (BMU).  Thamesmead,  one  on  the  River  Thames  near  Beckton 
Outfall  on  Mar  11th  (NRW). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  three  dark-bellied  adults  flew  in  at  13.56  hrs  on  Oct  4th 
(RBH). 

As  usual,  most  records  were  in  October  and  November,  though  there  was 
only  one  flock  this  year. 

1988  Additional  Record 
H  Hoddesdon,  one  flew  N  on  May  11th  (GJW). 

61  Shelduck  Tadoma  tadoma 

Breeding  records  (with  number  of  pairs  in  brackets)  and  highest  counts  in 
each  sector  (shown  in  tabular  form  for  the  main  localities)  are  given 
below.  A  good  total  of  at  least  26  pairs  reared  young,  including  nine 
pairs  in  west  London.  Outside  the  breeding  season,  numbers  were  lower 
than  usual  at  Dartford  Marsh  and  better  coverage  is  needed  at  Barking. 

E  Nazeing  GP  (1).  Rainham  Marsh  (8).  West  Thurrock  (3).  Pairs  attempted 
to  breed  at  King  George  V  Res  (1),  Wm  Girling  Res  (1)  and  possibly  at 
Fishers  Green  (1)  and  pairs  summered  at  Berwick  Ponds  (1),  Purfleet 
(2-3)  and  Rainham  GP  (4).  Wm  Girling  Res,  16  on  Apr  12th.  The  highest 
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counts  at  the  three  principal  sites  along  the  Lower  Thames  were  as 
follows: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Barking 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

150 

115 

- 

Ra inham  Marsh 

121 

160 

133 

60 

50 

69 

30 

20 

20 

81 

181 

West  Thurrock 

89 

100 

81 

60 

20 

20 

15 

10 

29 

115 

120 

H  Amwell  GP,  14  on  Apr  23rd  and  four  on  May  31st.  Beech  Farm  GP,  a 
pair  remained  through  May  and  up  to  June  3rd.  Broxboume  GP,  ten  on 
May  25th.  Rye  Meads  SF  (1).  Stanstead  Abbots  GP,  11  on  Apr  23rd. 
Tyttenhanger  GP,  a  pair  was  present  until  May  13th  and  on  June  11th. 

M  Harefield  Place  GP  (1),  King  George  VI  Res  (1).  Moorhall  GP  (1). 
Queen  Mary  Res  (3).  Stanwell  Moor  GP  (1),  possibly  the  same  as  the 
brood  at  King  George  VI  Res.  Wraysbury  Res  (1).  Pairs  were  present 
during  the  breeding  season  at  Broadwater  GP  (1),  Highway  Farm, 
Harefield  (1),  Kempton  Park  Res  (1),  Perry  Oaks  SF  (1-2),  Rammey 
Marsh  (1)  and  Staines  Res  (1+).  Queen  Mary  GP,  11  on  Mar  27th. 
Monthly  maxima  at  the  three  main  sites  were  as  follows: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jut  Aug  Sep 

Kempton  Park  Res  12  15  19  14  5  2  2 

King  George  VI  Res  3  5  16  10  17  3  2 

Staines  Res  34237133- 

B  Horton  GP  (1);  up  to  four  pairs  in  May. 

K  Dartford  Marsh  (1).  Littlebrook  GP  (1).  Northfleet  (1).  Erith  Marshes, 
150  on  Oct  22nd.  River  Thames  at  Barking  Reach,  194  on  Mar  8th  and 
153  on  Dec  9th.  River  Thames  at  Thamesmead,  100  on  Feb  12th. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jut  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Dartford  Marsh  4  30  22  40  20  -  2  -  27  55  15 

S  Beddington  SF  (1).  Holmethorpe  SP,  a  pair  held  territory  but  did  not 

breed.  Bam  Elms  Res,  11  on  May  13th.  Beddington  SF,  21  on  May  14th 
decreasing  to  17  on  22nd. 

63  Mandarin  Aix  galericulata 

There  were  no  obvious  changes  in  status  but  a  good  total  of  17  broods 
was  reported.  Coverage  was  better  than  usual  in  Middx,  where  the 
Enfield-Southgate  region  dominates  the  picture.  All  records  are  given  or 
summarised  below.  Lone  females  need  to  be  distinguished  with  care  from 
the  congeneric  Wood  Duck  A.  sponsa  from  North  America  which  occurs 
as  an  escape  (see  Appendix  I)  and  could  possibly  become  established 
here. 

E  Buckhurst  Hill,  a  female  with  three  young  in  May  and  two  on  Sept  27th. 
Connaught  Water,  Epping  Forest,  two  broods  in  June;  up  to  22  in 
January,  ten  in  February  and  20  in  November  and  December.  Great 
Myles,  one  on  June  11th.  High  Beech,  one  brood.  Knighton  Wood, 
Epping  Forest,  a  female  with  three  young.  Netherhall  GP,  two  on  Aug 
26th,  one  on  27th  and  one  Sept  24th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Nov  11th  and  a  male  from  Dec  2nd  to  10th. 
Brookmans  Park,  one  on  July  19th.  Hatfield  Park,  a  male  on  Apr  14th 
and  17th,  a  pair  on  18th  and  a  female  with  four  young  in  June. 
Panshanger,  a  pair  on  Mar  5th  and  Apr  16th,  one  on  May  5th,  three 
males  on  May  14th,  a  female  with  nine  young  in  June  and  three  on  Sept 
18th.  River  Gade  at  Watford,  a  pair  on  July  11th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  pair 
on  Apr  1st,  one  on  Apr  7th  and  in  December  a  maximum  of  four  males 
on  16th. 


Oct  Nov  Dec 

4 

4 

2.2 
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M  Bentley  Priory,  one  on  Dec  24th.  Brent  Res,  up  to  two  in  July. 
Broadwater  GP,  one  on  Mar  18th.  Broomfield  Park,  Palmers  Green,  up 
to  seven  in  January,  six  in  February,  two  in  March,  one  in  June  and  four 
in  August.  Forty  Hall,  Enfield,  up  to  ten  in  February,  six  in  March,  12  in 
June,  nine  including  a  young  bird  in  July,  17  in  August  and  three  in 
October.  Grovelands  Park,  Southgate,  present  all  year  with  a  young  bird 
in  June  and  peaks  of  12  on  Jan  23rd  and  24  on  Nov  30th.  Osterley  Park, 
one  pair  hatched  two  young.  Parkside  Farm,  Enfield,  a  pair  on  May  2nd. 
Parkside  Res,  Enfield,  three  birds  during  May.  Stocker’s  West  Lake,  one 
on  Apr  1st.  Trent  Park,  present  most  of  the  year  with  a  pair  and  four 
young  in  June  and  a  maximum  of  ten  on  Nov  24th.  Vicarage  Farm, 
Enfield,  one  from  Apr  12th  to  16th.  Whitewebbs  Wood,  Enfield,  up  to 
ten  in  February,  one  on  July  4th  and  nine  on  Dec  12th.  Wildwoods  Lake, 
Enfield,  seven  on  Mar  6th,  an  adult  and  immature  on  Aug  27th,  two  on 
Oct  14th  and  four  on  Dec  12th. 

B  Horton  GP,  a  male  on  Feb  23rd  and  Mar  25th  and  three  on  Nov  12th. 
Wraysbury  GP,  reported  in  nine  months  with  up  to  15  in  January,  13  in 
February  and  ten  on  Sept  17th. 

S  Bookham  Common,  two  pairs  on  Mar  25th.  Cannon  Hill  Common,  one 
on  May  28th.  Epsom  Common,  36  at  the  Stew  Ponds  on  Feb  11th  and  a 
pair  with  three  young  on  June  5th.  Hersham  GP,  three  on  July  28th.  Kew 
Gardens,  up  to  three  during  the  year.  Nower  Wood,  a  pair  hatched  seven 
young;  15  on  Dec  31st.  Park  Farm,  Chessington,  two  on  Mar  18th. 
Richmond  Park,  two  broods;  regular  at  Pen  Ponds  between  August  and 
December  with  a  peak  of  14  in  October.  River  Ember  near  Island  Bam 
Res,  a  female  all  year.  West  End  Common,  Esher,  a  female  with  young 
on  May  17th.  Wimbledon  Common,  three  females  on  May  30th. 

WILDFOWL 

Table  1,  below,  shows  indices  of  the  monthly  winter  wildfowl  counts  for 
the  five  latest  seasons,  together  with  the  highest  monthly  count  for  each 
species  in  winter  1989/90.  The  basis  for  calculating  the  indices  was 
explained  in  the  London  Bird  Report  for  1982  (47:  97). 

Table  1.  Index  of  mean  winter  wildfowl  counts  from  1985/86  to 
1989/90  and  peak  counts  for  1989/90  (excluding  Lower  Thames). 

Indices  (1972/73=  100  except  for  Ruddy  Duck)  Peak  Count 


1985/86 

1986/87 

1987/88 

1988/89 

1989/90 

1989/90 

Month 

Wigeon 

566 

680 

255 

121 

186 

547 

Feb 

Gad  wall 

268 

307 

178 

249 

311 

516 

Jan 

Teal 

220 

160 

101 

65 

76 

833 

Sept 

Mallard 

110 

89 

76 

67 

71 

2,721 

Sept 

Shove  ler 

147 

144 

97 

106 

71 

866 

Oct 

Pochard 

91 

166 

54 

69 

58 

1,064 

Jan 

T  lifted  Duck 

52 

76 

57 

32 

26 

3,116 

Sept 

Goldeneye 

102 

120 

120 

152 

128 

209 

Feb 

Goosander 

295 

529 

272 

337 

197 

92 

Mar 

Ruddy  Duck 

133 

245 

177 

301 

263 

53 

Jan 

At  10,017  the  aggregate  of  peak  counts  was  marginally  down  on  last 
season’s  10,464.  Brief  comments  on  individual  species’  status  in  winter 
1989/90  are  given  below  in  the  systematic  list. 
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64  Wigeon  Anas  penelope 

Winter  1989/90.  See  Table  1.  Numbers  showed  an  increase  but  they 
were  still  well  down  on  the  exceptionally  high  levels  of  the  mid-1980s. 

1989.  Highest  numbers  at  each  site  in  September  (when  records  were 
notably  widespread)  and  at  the  start  and  end  of  the  year  and  all  records  in 
June  and  July  are  given  below.  See  also  Appendix  I. 

E  Connaught  Water,  Epping  Forest,  two  on  Jan  22nd  and  four  on  Nov  6th. 
Fishers  Green,  19  on  Jan  28th.  King  George  V  Res,  24  on  Oct  7th. 
Nazeing  GP,  40  on  Feb  16th.  Rainham  Marsh,  35  on  Jan  22nd,  20  on 
Sept  24th  and  25  on  Oct  14th.  Roydon  GP,  16  on  Sept  21st  and  75  on 
Dec  9th.  Wm  Girling  Res,  ten  on  Sept  30th  and  55  on  Oct  8th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  three  on  Jan  4th,  one  on  June  26th,  three  on  July  3rd,  eight 
on  Sept  23rd  and  83  on  Oct  8th.  Cheshunt  GP,  five  on  Jan  15th  and  Feb 
12th,  one  on  July  29th,  21  on  Sept  3rd  and  57  on  Nov  30th.  Hilfield  Park 
Res,  two  on  Jan  9th,  three  on  Sept  8th  and  nine  on  Dec  11th.  Maple 
Cross  SF,  one  on  Sept  4th.  Smug  Oak  Lane  GP,  nine  on  Feb  13th  and 
five  on  Dec  15th.  Stanstead  Abbots  GP,  a  pair  on  Apr  23rd.  Stocker’s 
Lake,  36  in  mid-February,  five  on  Sept  12th  and  20  on  Dec  31st. 
Tyttenhanger  GP,  ten  on  Sept  13th  and  five  on  Nov  15th. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  26  flew  N  on  Feb  25th,  49  on  Sept  21st  and  76  on  Nov 
25th.  Brent  Res,  four  on  Sept  9th.  Bushy  Park,  two  on  Apr  2nd. 
Hampton  Court  Park,  a  male  from  Oct  8th  1988  until  May  29th. 
Highway  Farm  Pools,  Harefield,  28  on  Feb  12th  and  seven  on  Nov  9th. 
Kempton  Park  Racecourse,  131  on  Mar  18th.  King  George  VI  Res,  87 
on  Feb  12th,  three  on  Sept  24th  and  145  on  Dec  23rd.  Ponders  End 
Lake/GP,  five  on  Sept  11th  and  30  on  Dec  19th.  Queen  Mary  GP,  30  on 
Sept  23rd.  Queen  Mary  Res,  33  on  Feb  12th  and  five  on  Sept  24th. 
Shepperton  GP,  six  on  Oct  15th,  Nov  12th  and  Dec  17th.  Stain  Hill  Res, 
c300  on  Nov  19th.  Staines  Res,  47  on  Feb  12th,  two  on  July  5th,  67  on 
Sept  23rd  and  59  on  Nov  12th.  Stoke  Newington  Res,  three  on  Sept  17th. 
Wraysbury  Res,  four  on  Jan  22nd.  Yiewsley  GP,  two  on  Nov  18th.  Inner 
London :  Long  Water,  Kensington  Gardens,  five  on  Feb  3rd. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  83  on  Feb  23rd  and  Mar  4th,  24  on  Sept  27th  and  179  on 
Dec  10th. 

K  Chipstead  Lake,  three  on  Dec  1st  and  2nd.  Dartford  Marsh,  24  on  Feb 
4th.  Erith  Marshes,  two  on  Oct  25th.  Littlebrook  GP,  two  on  Jan  8th  and 
Feb  19th  and  three  on  Sept  22nd.  River  Thames  at  Purfleet,  26  on  Jan 
22nd  and  one  on  Dec  30th.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  eight  on  Jan  1st,  two  on 
Sept  16th  and  13  on  Nov  10th.  Thamesmead,  one  on  Sept  29th  and  one 
on  Dec  28th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  two  from  Jan  31st  to  Mar  20th  and  four  on  Sept  13th. 
Beddington  SF,  four  flew  W  on  Sept  22nd  and  one  on  Nov  19th.  Island 
Bam  Res,  three  on  Sept  29th  and  one  on  Oct  28th.  Pen  Ponds,  Richmond 
Park,  maxima  of  six  in  September  and  42  in  November.  River  Thames  at 
Kingston,  one  on  Oct  26th.  South  Norwood  CP,  one  from  Sept  29th  into 
December.  Walton  Res,  80  on  Mar  20th,  25  on  Sept  24th  and  355  on 
Dec  2nd.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  two  on  Sept  1st. 

67  Gadwall  Anas  strepera 

Winter  1989/90.  See  Table  1.  Numbers  continued  to  increase  reaching 
their  highest  ever  level. 

1989.  Ten  pairs  were  proved  to  breed,  a  marked  increase  on  three  in 
1988.  Details  of  breeding  and  summering  birds,  peak  monthly  counts 
from  principal  localities  in  tabular  form  and  the  remaining  highest  counts 
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in  each  sector  are  given  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP 

69 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

14 

85 

115 

Roydon  GP 

20 

16 

24 

4 

- 

48 

- 

- 

211 

H  Amwell  GP 

78 

35 

29 

9 

18 

20 

25 

20 

106 

Cheshunt  GP 

170 

70 

14 

- 

- 

60 

135 

428 

453 

Rye  Meads  SF 

30 

42 

46 

- 

- 

66 

10 

2 

10 

Stocker's  Lake 

21 

15 

5 

- 

22 

27 

35 

22 

17 

M  Brent  Res 

32 

17 

- 

5 

1 

6 

9 

- 

- 

Broadwater  GP 

16 

63 

59 

12 

- 

85 

- 

- 

109 

King  George  VI  Res 

24 

14 

- 

21 

- 

32 

- 

6 

- 

Queen  Mary  Res 

IS 

118 

155 

- 

- 

88 

37 

70 

80 

Shepperton  GP 

119 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12 

18 

167 

69 

Staines  Res 

23 

33 

6 

4 

1 

6 

14 

18 

29 

B  Wraysbury  GP 

26 

- 

* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

71 

92 

K  Littlebrook  GP 

38 

15 

- 

- 

- 

1 

8 

18 

17 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

21 

17 

7 

- 

3 

15 

40 

34 

30 

S  Bam  Elms  Res 

42 

27 

22 

6 

- 

10 

19 

22 

21 

Island  Bam  Res 

20 

4 

- 

- 

• 

• 

14 

26 

75 

Richmond  Park 

48 

27 

- 

- 

- 

50 

146 

157 

156 

Walton  Res 

22 

42 

- 

3 

. 

50 

71 

. 

22 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP,  one  pair  summered.  Walthamstow  Res,  19  on  Nov 
12th.  Wanstead  Park,  28  on  Jan  29th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  two  broods.  Bury  Lake,  43  on  Jan  15th.  Cheshunt  GP,  two 
pairs  summered.  Maple  Cross  SF,  one  brood  on  June  3rd.  Rye  Meads 
SF,  five  broods.  Helicon  GP,  40  on  Dec  18th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  a  pair  in 
June  and  a  female  with  six  young  on  Aug  1st. 

M  Stain  Hill  Res,  clOO  on  Dec  16th.  Yiewsley  GP,  one  pair  bred. 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  29  on  Jan  14th. 

K  Ruxley  GP,  21  on  Dec  2nd. 

S  Epsom  Common,  20  on  Feb  11th. 

1988  Additional  Record 
S  Bam  Elms  Res,  56  on  Feb  20th. 

69  Teal  Anas  crecca 

Winter  1989/90.  See  Table  1.  Numbers  showed  a  slight  increase  but  the 
index  is  well  under  half  the  level  of  the  early  1980s. 

1989.  Details  of  summering  birds,  peak  monthly  counts  from  principal 
localities  (those  where  more  than  100  were  reported  at  some  time  during 
the  year)  in  tabular  form,  the  remaining  highest  counts  in  each  sector  and 
all  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  84  on  Feb  18th  and  100  in  December.  King  George  V 
Res,  one  on  June  14th.  Rainham  Marsh,  two  pairs  bred  and  three  more 
summered.  Waltham  Abbey,  one  on  June  15th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  June  21st  and  up  to  three  until  July  7th.  Cheshunt 
GP,  four  on  July  8th;  91  on  Nov  17th.  Rye  House  Marsh,  a  male  on  June 
15th.  Rye  Meads  SF,  a  male  on  June  17th  and  two  on  June  24th  and  July 
9th. 

M  Hampton  Court  Park,  a  female  on  June  7th.  Kempton  Park  Res,  up  to 
nine  in  June  but  34  on  18th.  King  George  VI  Res,  100  on  Feb  12th. 
Perry  Oaks  SF,  one  on  June  5th.  Rammey  Marsh,  three  on  June  8th. 
Staines  Res,  two  on  June  11th  and  four  on  July  8th.  Inner  London : 
Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Aug  27th,  five  on  Sept  5th  and  three  on  Oct  3rd. 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  15  on  Feb  12th.  Wraysbury  GP,  a  pair  on  May  28th. 
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K  Littlebrook  GP,  80  on  Nov  23rd. 

S  Beddington  SF,  maximum  of  82  in  January.  Epsom  Common,  two  to 
seven  present  all  year.  Epsom  Stew  Pond,  a  female  with  several  young 
ducklings  on  several  dates  in  May.  Inner  London :  Battersea  Park,  a 
female  on  Sept  28th. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E  Barking 

- 

- 

- 

• 

- 

- 

350 

- 

- 

King  George  V  Res 

* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

30 

200 

42 

Rainham  Marsh 

300 

400 

300 

- 

350 

1,200 

600 

500 

800 

West  Thurrock 

120 

120 

120 

- 

- 

50 

250 

200 

300 

Wm  Girling  Res 

295 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

70 

470 

H  Rye  House  Marsh 

45 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65 

- 

111 

Stocker's  Lake 

7 

4 

- 

- 

- 

12 

22 

107 

15 

M  Kempt  on  Park  Res 

165 

110 

120 

* 

120 

- 

- 

- 

491 

Perry  Oaks  SF 

185 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

65 

40 

Staines  Res 

415 

217 

100 

2 

1 

446 

359 

129 

276 

B  Wraysbuiy  GP 

61 

40 

- 

* 

- 

21 

- 

51 

133 

K  Erith  Marshes 

347 

200 

201 

- 

- 

124 

100 

200 

540 

S  Bam  Elms  Res 

108 

60 

52 

15 

12 

40 

60 

60 

40 

Hers  ham  GP 

43 

58 

33 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

120 

Hogsmill  SF 

130 

130 

60 

23 

- 

35 

35 

126 

207 

Walton  Res 

. 

. 

. 

. 

- 

- 

120 

. 

90 

1988  Additional  Records 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  98  on  Jan  17th,  51  on  Mar  13th,  30  on  Sept  18th  and  39 
on  Oct  16th. 


70  Mallard  Anas  platyrhynchos 

Winter  1989/90.  See  Table  1.  The  decline  of  the  second  half  of  the 
1980s  was  halted  but  the  index  remained  at  a  historically  low  level. 

1989.  Highest  counts  in  each  sector,  other  counts  in  excess  of  300  (100 
in  Inner  London)  and  large  brood  counts  are  given  below. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  200  from  January  to  March;  ten  pairs  bred. 

H  Amwell  GP,  maxima  of  377  in  January,  438  in  October,  462  in 
November  and  564  in  December;  about  25  pairs  in  summer  with  15 
broods  seen.  Cheshunt  GP,  22  broods.  Rye  Meads  SF,  30  broods. 
Verulamium  Lake,  St  Albans,  310  on  Sept  16th  and  308  on  Oct  21st. 

M  Brent  Res,  23  pairs  bred.  Grovelands  Park,  Southgate,  233  on  Dec  1st. 
Inner  London :  New  River  Walk,  maximum  of  224  on  Jan  30th.  Regent’s 
Park,  24  pairs  bred.  St  James’s  Park,  102  on  Jan  11th  and  110  on  Dec 
16th;  minimum  of  15  broods. 

K  Littlebrook  GP,  208  on  Sept  18th. 

S  River  Thames  between  Richmond  and  Kew,  475  on  Jan  13th  and  422  on 
Oct  15th.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  18  pairs  bred  raising  c50  young. 

72  Pintail  Anas  acuta 

All  records  of  this  delightful  dabbling  duck  are  given  below.  See  also 
Appendix  I. 

E  Fairlop,  three  on  Sept  29th.  King  George  V  Res,  23  flew  W  on  Aug 
27th.  Rainham  Marsh,  four  on  Jan  7th  and  22nd,  two  on  Feb  19th  and 
two  on  Nov  11th.  Walthamstow  Res,  five  on  Sept  9th,  one  from  Oct  5th 
to  7th  and  on  15th,  two  on  Nov  30th  and  one  on  Dec  30th.  Wm  Girling 
Res,  seven  on  Feb  20th,  two  on  Nov  26th,  one  on  Dec  15th  and  three  on 
30th  and  31st. 
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H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Jan  8th,  ten  on  Sept  10th  and  one  on  Dec  27th. 
Bowyers  GP,  singles  on  Jan  26th  and  one  on  Sept  12th.  Cheshunt  GP, 
singles  on  Jan  26th,  Sept  12th  and  Oct  8th.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  one  on 
Sept  2nd.  Panshanger  Park,  one  on  Dec  2nd.  Rye  Meads  SF,  one  on  Aug 
26th  and  28th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  an  eclipse  male  on  Oct  1st,  a  female  from 
Oct  30th  to  Nov  2nd  and  a  male  from  Nov  2nd  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

M  Brent  Res,  one  from  June  18th  to  July  1st.  Broadwater  GP,  one  on  Dec 
17th.  Perry  Oaks  SF,  one  on  Sept  14th.  Queen  Mary  GP,  three  flew  E  on 
Sept  2nd.  Staines  Res,  a  pair  on  Feb  21st,  eight  very  briefly  on  Sept  2nd, 
two  on  Sept  15th,  one  on  16th,  two  on  24th  and  30th,  three  on  Oct  1st, 
one  on  7th,  four  on  12th,  five  on  10th,  one  on  27th,  two  on  28th  and 
29th,  one  on  Nov  26th  and,  in  December,  three  on  1st,  two  on  10th,  five 
on  15th  and  at  least  two  on  16th.  Wraysbury  Res,  three  on  Oct  20th. 

B  Horton  GP,  a  female  on  Nov  3rd  and  a  male  on  Dec  2nd.  Queen  Mother 
Res,  a  male  on  Jan  6th.  Wraysbury  Res,  a  male  on  Feb  7th  and  on  Nov 
29th  and  Dec  3rd. 

K  Erith  Marshes,  monthly  maxima  of  eight  in  January,  six  in  February,  one 
in  March  and  September,  eight  in  November  and  18  in  December. 
Ruxley  GP,  an  apparently  wild  female  on  May  27th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  two  females  from  Aug  2nd  to  4th  and  15  over  on  Dec 
31st.  Holmethorpe  SP,  a  male  from  Sept  20th  to  Oct  22nd.  Walton  Res, 
two  females  on  Dec  2nd. 

1988  Additional  Record 

E  Walthamstow  Res,  a  pair  on  Feb  11th. 

73  Garganey  Anas  querquedula 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  a  male  on  Apr  8th.  Hackney  /Leyton,  one  on  Sept  3rd. 
Hall  Marsh  Scrape,  near  Waltham  Abbey,  a  male  on  May  5th  and  a 
juvenile  on  Aug  13th  and  22nd.  King  George  V  Res,  a  juvenile  on  Aug 
29th.  Rainham  Marsh,  two  males  from  May  10th  to  15th,  one  on  June 
24th  and  a  juvenile  on  Aug  23rd. 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  male  on  May  26th  and  27th  and  on  June  9th,  six  on  July 
24th,  a  female  and  five  juveniles  on  July  29th,  a  female  and  four 
juveniles  on  Aug  6th,  then  up  to  four  juveniles  regularly  until  the  last  two 
on  Sept  21st;  breeding  took  place  at  King’s  Mead,  Hertford,  just  outside 
the  Area  (see  below).  Cheshunt  GP,  a  juvenile  female  on  Sept  3rd. 
Coopers  Green  GP,  St  Albans,  four  on  July  24th,  thought  to  be  two 
females  and  two  males  in  eclipse,  and  two  on  Aug  28th. 

M  Brent  Res,  one  on  Aug  24th,  from  Sept  2nd  to  9th  and  on  Sept  23rd. 
Kempton  Park  Res,  one  on  Aug  24th  and  Sept  6th,  13th,  15th  and  16th. 
Perry  Oaks  SF,  two  on  Sept  14th.  Queen  Mary  GP,  one  on  Aug  28th. 
Staines  Res,  one  on  July  13th,  15th,  18th  and  21st,  two  on  Aug  6th,  8th 
and  9th,  one  on  12th,  two  on  16th,  three  or  five  on  21st,  three  on  23rd, 
one  on  Aug  31st,  Sept  5th  and  16th  and  two  on  Sept  20th. 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  one  on  Aug  19th  and  22nd.  Wraysbury  GP,  a  male  on 
Apr  17th,  two  on  May  12th  and  singles  from  Sept  18th  to  Oct  31st  and 
on  Nov  4th  and  5th. 

K  Thamesmead,  one  on  July  12th. 

There  were  no  records  of  breeding  in  the  London  Area  but,  in  connection 
with  the  series  of  records  at  Amwell  GP,  it  should  be  noted  that  a  pair 
was  present  at  King’s  Mead,  Hertford,  just  outside  the  Area,  from  Apr 
13th  onwards  and  on  June  25th  the  female  was  seen  there  with  seven 
newly-hatched  young,  only  a  day  or  two  old;  they  were  still  with  the 
female  on  July  16th. 


ABOVE  LEFT:  Female  Ring-necked  Duck  (with  Coot  in  background) 
at  Little  Britain  Lake,  March  1989.  ( Photo:  Chris  Lamsdell) 

ABOVE  RIGHT:  Spotted  Crake  at  Kempton  Park  Res,  August  1989. 
(Photo:  Dr  Peter  Gasson) 

BELOW:  Desert  Wheatear  at  Barn  Elms  Res,  April  1989. 

(Photo:  Dominic  Mitchell) 


ABOVE:  Desert  Wheatear  at  Barn  Elms  Res,  April  1989. 
(Photo:  Robin  Chittenden) 


BELOW:  Desert  Wheatear  at  Barn  Elms  Res,  April  1989. 
(Photo:  David  M  Cottridge) 
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75  Shoveler  Anas  clypeata 

Winter  1989/90.  See  Table  1.  The  index  fell  to  its  lowest  level  for  nearly 
20  years. 

1989.  Details  of  breeding  and  summering  birds,  peak  monthly  counts 
from  principal  localities  (those  where  more  than  100  were  reported  at 
some  time  during  the  year)  in  tabular  form,  the  remaining  highest  counts 
in  each  sector  and  notable  counts  from  Inner  London  are  given  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E  Walthamstow  Res 

- 

- 

■ 

- 

* 

112 

9 

47 

64 

H  Cheshunt  GP 

50 

70 

<50 

- 

- 

170 

180 

95 

80 

Stocker’s  Lake 

239 

210 

230 

7 

52 

86 

149 

170 

Troy  Mill  GP 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

155 

M  King  George  VI  Res 

105 

174 

254 

- 

87 

- 

8 

- 

Queen  Mary  Res 

154 

75 

- 

- 

25 

380 

380 

- 

Staines  Res 

21 

33 

- 

- 

115 

216 

120 

55 

Wraysbury  Res 

220 

240 

- 

- 

- 

- 

203 

601 

S  Bam  Elms  Res 

35 

91 

42 

12 

Ill 

108 

IS 

9 

Battersea  Park 

120 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25 

40 

Q.  Elizabeth  II  Res 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

124 

6 

- 

Walton  Res 

24 

_ 

. 

. 

- 

- 

245 

. 

273 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  two  pairs  summered.  King  George  V  Res,  90  on  Nov 
5th.  Rainham  Marsh,  two  pairs  bred.  Fairlop,  a  pair  on  June  3rd. 

H  Amwell  GP,  four  on  June  15th  and  three  on  July  16th.  Broxboume  GP,  a 
female  on  nest  with  eight  eggs  on  July  1st.  Cheshunt  GP,  one  pair  in 
summer;  92  on  Nov  17th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  present  all  summer  with  ten 
males  on  June  6th  but  no  sign  of  breeding. 

M  Brent  Res,  three  pairs  summered;  88  on  Sept  16th.  Kempton  Park  Res, 
up  to  eight  in  June.  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  85  on  Jan  16th,  a  pair 
on  June  17th  and  210  on  Sept  29th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  maximum  of  62  in  December. 

K  Thamesmere  Lakes,  maximum  of  95  in  November. 

S  Island  Bam  Res,  75  on  Oct  15th. 

1988  Additional  Records 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  17  on  Mar  13th,  15  on  Sept  18th  and  23  on  Oct  16th. 

76  Red-crested  Pochard  Netta  rufrna 

All  records  are  given  below.  The  escape  risk  remains  high;  see  also 
Appendix  I. 

* 

H  Bury  Lake,  the  female  from  Stocker’s  Lake  was  seen  here  on  Apr  1 1th 
(SJC).  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  female  present  irregularly  from  Feb  12th  to  June 
8th  (GCDJ,  RRD,  AHJD,  AVM  et  at),  on  Oct  16th  (AMa),  Nov  17th  and  19th 
(RRD)  and  from  Dec  27th  into  1990  (AHJD). 

M  Broadwater  GP,  a  female  on  June  11th  (JE,  AVM).  King  George  VI  Res,  a 
male  on  several  dates  from  Apr  22nd  to  May  7th  (PN  et  at)  was  also  seen 
at  Staines  Res.  Ponders  End  Lake,  a  male  from  Nov  10th  to  15th  (ACy  et 
at).  Rammey  Marsh,  a  male  on  Nov  9th  and  10th  (SCr).  River  Thames  at 
Staines  Bridge,  a  male  on  Mar  26th  (KLP)  is  presumed  to  be  the  same  as 
that  seen  the  next  day  at  Staines  Res.  Shepperton  GP,  a  male  on  Jan  6th 
(CL)  and  a  female  or  immature  on  Nov  19th  (SJAn).  Staines  Res,  a  male  on 
many  dates  from  Mar  27th  to  May  12th  which  seemed  to  be  paired  with  a 
female  Mallard  (AVM,  PN  et  at)  and  one  adult  and  one  immature  male  on 
Nov  12th  (RBH)  which  were  thought  to  be  from  Wraysbury  GP  (B). 
Wraysbury  Res,  a  male  on  May  1st  (BAR)  may  have  come  from  Staines. 
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B  Horton  GP,  one  on  Sept  3rd  and  4th  (JASn).  Queen  Mother  Res,  a  female 
from  Aug  13th  to  28th  (JASn).  Wraysbury  GP,  one  from  Sept  4th,  two 
from  9th,  two  males  and  a  female  from  October  to  December  but  four  on 
Dec  17th  (JASn,  PN,  VC  et  at). 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  a  female  from  Sept  26th  to  Oct  8th  (GWJH).  Lonsdale 
Road  Res,  one  from  Sept  4th  to  19th  but  four  on  12th  and  15th  (ADT). 
River  Thames  at  Hammersmith  Bridge,  a  female  on  Dec  23rd  (JA).  River 
Wey  at  Cox’s  Mill  Lock,  a  female  on  Nov  11th  (SCH). 

77  Pochard  Aythya  ferina 

Winter  1989/90.  See  Table  1.  The  index  fell  slightly;  numbers  appear  to 
be  stabilising  at  a  low  level. 

1989.  Details  of  breeding  and  summering  birds,  peak  monthly  counts 
from  principal  localities  (those  where  more  than  200  were  reported  at 
some  time  during  the  year)  in  tabular  form,  the  remaining  highest  counts 
in  each  sector  and  notable  counts  from  Inner  London  are  given  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E  Walthamstow  Res 

- 

120 

■ 

- 

• 

52 

97 

207 

128 

M  Staines  Res 

158 

436 

■ 

- 

- 

26 

317 

186 

161 

B  Wraysbury  GP 

74 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

201 

141 

309 

S  Walton  Res 

280 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

250 

140 

165 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  one  pair  bred  but  at  least  five  pairs  summered.  Fairlop, 
115  on  Dec  3rd.  Rainham  GP,  two  summered.  Walthamstow  Res,  ten 
broods. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  brood.  Cheshunt  GP,  one  pair  showed  strong  territorial 
behaviour.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  177  on  Aug  23rd;  three  on  June  1st.  Rye 
Meads  SF,  four  broods;  16  young  reared.  Stocker’s  Lake,  four  pairs 
bred  but  no  young  raised  to  fledging,  presumed  taken  by  pike.  Troy  Mill 
GP,  a  male  on  June  5th. 

M  Boxer’s  Lake,  Enfield,  one  brood;  two  young.  Brent  Res,  four  pairs 
summered.  Broadwater  GP,  195  on  Jan  1st.  Finsbury  Park,  three  broods. 
Queen  Mary  GP,  one  pair  from  Apr  29th  to  June  3rd  but  no  young  seen. 
Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  18  pairs  bred.  St  James’s  Park,  a  minimum 
of  three  broods;  maximum  of  47  on  Mar  16th.  Victoria  Park,  one  brood. 
B  Horton  GP,  186  on  Nov  29th. 

K  River  Thames  at  Thamesmead,  50  on  May  7th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  brood.  Lonsdale  Road  Res,  one  pair  raised  one 
young.  Pen  Ponds,  Richmond  Park,  maximum  of  200  in  January.  Inner 
London :  Battersea  Park,  17  on  Jan  10th  and  12  on  Nov  26th. 

1988  Additional  Records 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  monthly  maxima  of  19  on  Jan  17th,  three  on  Sept  18th, 
two  on  Oct  16th,  117  on  Nov  13th  and  49  on  Dec  18th. 

78  Ring-necked  Duck  Aythya  collaris 

B/M  Yiewsley  GP  and  Little  Britain  Lake,  a  female  from  Jan  14th  to  May  2nd 
(CL  etat)  —  see  photograph  opposite  p.  32. 

Only  the  sixth  record  for  the  London  Area  and  the  first  of  a  female;  the 
preceding  record  was  at  Amwell  GP  in  April  and  May  1981. 
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79  Ferruginous  Duck  Ay  thy  a  nyroca 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  female  from  Dec  15th  until  the  end  of  the  year  (CDRH, 
MGW  et  at).  See  also  Appendix  1. 

The  only  record  may  have  been  of  the  wintering  individual  of  1987/88  at 
the  same  site  —  it  even  used  the  same  branch  to  perch  on!  As  usual  with 
this  species,  the  possibility  of  captive  origin  cannot  be  ruled  out. 


80  Tufted  Duck 


Aythya  fuligula 


Winter  1989/90.  See  Table  1.  Following  several  years  of  decline,  the 
index  dropped  to  its  lowest  level  ever. 

1989.  Broods  were  reported  from  slightly  more  sites  than  in  1988  and  the 
total  number  of  broods  increased,  especially  in  Essex. 


1987 

Broods 

Essex 

40 

Herts 

157 

r 

Middx 

23 

Inner 

London 

25 

Bucks 

4 

Kent 

6 

Surrey 

11 

Totals 

266 

Sites 

8 

8 

8 

4 

2 

2 

7 

39 

1988 

Broods 

41 

104 

19 

26 

1 

2 

13 

206 

Sites 

8 

9 

7 

7 

1 

2 

7 

41 

1989 

Broods 

66 

118 

28 

27 

1 

2 

13 

255 

Sites 

10 

12 

12 

4 

1 

2 

4 

45 

Concentrations  of  ten  or  more  broods  were  reported  from:  (E) 
Walthamstow  Res  (32);  (H)  Amwell  GP  (38),  Cheshunt  GP  (28),  Rye 
Meads  SF  (32);  (IL)  Regent’s  Park  (16). 


Peak  monthly  counts  from  principal  localities  (those  where  more  than  500 
were  reported  at  some  time  during  the  year)  in  tabular  form,  the 
remaining  highest  counts  in  each  sector  and  notable  counts  from  Inner 
London  are  given  below. 


E  King  George  V  Res 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Walthamstow  Res 

721 

601 

702 

Wm  Girling  Res 

- 

- 

- 

M  Broadwater  GP 

- 

- 

- 

Staines  Res 

169 

184 

153 

B  Horton  GP 

1,700 

- 

- 

Wrays  bury  GP 

1,487 

231 

- 

S  Walton  Res 

222 

- 

- 

E  Fishers  Green,  160  on  Jan  8th. 

H  Cheshunt  GP,  405  on  Jan  15th. 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  300  on  July 
2nd.  Inner  London :  St  James’s 
Park,  166  on  Feb  12th  and  103  on 
Dec  15th. 

K  River  Thames  at  Woolwich,  429 
on  Dec  29th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  319  on  Aug  6th. 
Inner  London :  Battersea  Park, 
200  on  Jan  10th,  Nov  26th  and 
Dec  18th. 


Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

250 

1,284 

1,202 

480 

400 

200 

880 

- 

425 

460 

433 

448 

707 

637 

- 

- 

- 

- 

206 

- 

650 

- 

500 

737 

1,346 

- 

547 

382 

354 

168 

- 

. 

. 

477 

442 

561 

- 

. 

. 

250 

350 

680 
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81  Scaup  Ay  thy  a  marila 

At  most  13  birds  were  seen  during  the  year,  only  one  in  the  second 
winter  period.  All  records  are  given  below.  See  also  Appendix  I. 

E  Walthamstow  Res,  a  male  on  Mar  8th  (PFr)  and  19th  (GCG).  Wm  Girling 
Res,  a  male  from  July  15th  to  Sept  16th  (JF). 

M  Broadwater  GP,  a  female  from  Jan  1st  to  22nd  (CL,  avm,  PN).  Staines 
Res,  a  female  from  Feb  5th  to  Mar  27th  (RBH,  PN  et  at). 

B  Horton  GP,  the  four  birds  at  Wraysbury  were  also  seen  here,  the  last 
being  a  first  winter  male  on  Apr  7th  (JASn).  Wraysbury  GP,  an  immature 
male  and  two  females  first  seen  in  November  and  December  1988  were 
joined  by  a  second  immature  male  on  Jan  6th;  they  were  seen  in  various 
combinations  here  and  at  Horton  GP  up  to  the  end  of  February  and 
intermittently  through  March  (mo);  the  last  first  winter  male  was  seen  on 
Apr  8th,  the  last  female  on  May  2nd  (JASn). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  an  immature  male  on  Jan  16th  and  a  different  immature 
male  on  Jan  19th  (RBH).  Island  Bam  Res,  a  male  on  Jan  15th  (MLd)  and  a 
female  on  Nov  4th  (PGWS).  Walton  Res,  a  male  on  Mar  9th  (CL). 

82  Eider  Somateria  moUissima 

M  Broadwater  GP,  a  male  flew  S  on  Apr  23rd  (JWH). 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  a  female  on  Dec  31st  (AJBt). 

These  two  records  take  the  total  for  the  London  Area  to  29  which 
represents  an  increase  of  a  fifth  in  just  two  years. 

86  Long-tailed  Duck  Clangula  hyemalis 

M  Staines  Res,  the  immature  male  first  seen  on  Nov  21st  1988  was  last  seen 
on  Mar  15th  (mo). 

With  the  mild  winter  weather,  no  new  birds  arrived. 

87  Common  Scoter  Melanitta  nigra 

E  Fairlop,  a  female  on  Dec '3 1st  (CGn).  King  George  V  Res,  a  female  on 
July  28th  and  two  on  Oct  10th  (RMC).  Walthamstow  Res,  a  female  from 
Sept  9th  to  18th  (JF,  GCG).  Wm  Girling  Res,  the  two  females  remaining 
from  1988  were  last  seen  on  Jan  1st  (GJW). 

H  Aldenham  Res,  a  male  on  Oct  9th  and  10th  (NSn).  Amwell  GP,  six  (four 
males)  on  July  9th  (AHr,  GJW). 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  two  males  and  a  female  on  Apr  23rd  (mo). 

B  Horton  GP,  a  female  from  Aug  19th  to  21st  (JASn).  Queen  Mother  Res,  a 
female  on  Jan  7th  (GMH,  JASn),  four  males  on  Aug  30th  (JASn)  and  three 
males  on  Oct  4th  (CDRH,  JASn,  was). 

89  Velvet  Scoter  Melanitta  fusca 

E  King  George  V  Res,  a  female  on  Nov  16th  (RMC,  AJGy).  Wm  Girling  Res, 
the  two  females  remaining  from  1988  were  last  seen  on  Jan  2nd  (JF  et  at). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  a  male  and  a  female  on  Nov  16th  (BPA,  RBH  et  at). 

Three  new  birds  represent  a  fair  showing  for  this  less-than-annual 
seaduck. 
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91  Goldeneye  Bucephala  clangula 

Winter  1989/90.  See  Table  1.  The  index  dropped  back  a  little  but 
numbers  still  remained  at  a  high  level. 

1989.  Numbers  at  the  start  of  the  year  were  down  a  little  on  those  of 
1988;  the  peak  in  March  was  less  pronounced  and  few  birds  lingered  into 
April.  The  peak  count  of  the  year  was  104  at  King  George  VI  Res  on 
Mar  12th.  A  male  summered  at  Wm  Girling  Res  from  June  to  September 
and  a  female  was  at  Staines  Res  in  July,  August  and  September.  Hardly 
any  birds  had  returned  by  October  but  by  December  numbers  were  a 
little  above  normal.  Peak  monthly  counts  from  principal  localities  (those 
where  ten  or  more  were  reported  at  some  time  during  the  year)  are  given 
below  in  tabular  form.  There  were  no  Inner  London  records  (but  see 
Appendix  I).  « 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E  Fishers  Green 

12 

- 

8 

- 

- 

10 

- 

King  George  V  Res 

- 

- 

80 

- 

2 

2 

18 

Wm  Girling  Res 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

29 

- 

H  Cheshunt  GP 

5 

10 

10 

- 

- 

3 

10 

Stocker’s  Lake 

12 

16 

8 

- 

- 

10 

14 

M  Broadwater  GP 

9 

- 

10 

4 

- 

- 

15 

King  George  VI  Res 

33 

38 

104 

43 

1 

28 

17 

Queen  Mary  Res 

38 

29 

14 

8 

- 

6 

35 

Shepperton  GP 

16 

2 

- 

- 

- 

3 

21 

Stain  Hill  Res 

- 

16 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Staines  Res 

84 

90 

68 

62 

2 

17 

48 

Wraysbury  Res 

- 

26 

28 

2 

- 

- 

- 

B  Wraysbury  GP 

19 

11 

9 

3 

2 

13 

16 

K  Littlebrook  GP 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

26 

- 

S  Island  Bam  Res 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

17 

Q.  Elizabeth  II  Res 

15 

23 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11 

Walton  Res 

35 

36 

39 

17 

8 

11 

46 

Totals 

280 

297 

378 

139 

15 

165 

268 

93  Smew  Mergus  albeUus 

Numbers  reached  ten  or  more  only  at  Horton  GP,  King  George  VI  Res  » 
and  Wraysbury  GP,  all  in  January.  Records  were  widespread,  especially 
in  the  Colne  Valley,  but  numbers  remained  too  low  for  a  meaningful 
index  to  be  published.  All  records  are  given  or  summarised  below. 

E  Fishers  Green,  three  females  from  January  to  March  with  four  on  Feb 
19th  and  four  or  five  on  Mar  5th  and  three  in  November  and  December. 
Walthamstow  Res,  a  male  on  Jan  2nd  and  7th. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  male  on  Dec  23rd.  Tumford  Marsh  GP,  two  females 
on  Nov  19th.  West  Hyde,  a  male  on  Jan  21st,  three  females  on  Jan  25th 
and  27th  and  Feb  5th  and  a  male  and  two  females  on  Feb  16th. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  a  female  on  Mar  4th  and  a  male  on  Dec  22nd.  Charlton 
GP,  a  female  on  Jan  21st  and  a  male  on  Feb  12th.  Kempton  Park  Res,  a 
female  on  Jan  18th.  King  George  VI  Res,  up  to  four  (two  males)  between 
Jan  8th  and  Feb  19th,  but  ten  (four  males)  on  Jan  22nd;  three  females  on 
Nov  19th  and  one  on  Dec  10th.  Queen  Mary  GP,  two  males  on  Jan  7th, 
four  (two  males)  on  14th,  one  or  two  on  seven  dates  between  Jan  21st 
and  Mar  18th,  a  very  approachable  female  from  Mar  25th  to  Apr  15th 
and  a  male  on  Dec  26th.  Springwell  Lake,  a  male  flew  S  on  Dec  23rd. 
Stain  Hill  Res,  a  female  on  Mar  12th.  Wraysbury  Res,  two  on  Jan  6th, 
one  on  Jan  14th  and  three  on  Feb  12th  and  19th. 
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B  Horton  GP,  13  (five  males)  on  Jan  13th,  up  to  seven  in  February  and  a 
redhead  on  Mar  17th;  four  redheads  on  Nov  19th,  four  (one  male)  on 
Dec  1st  and  three  (two  males)  on  29th.  Tilehouse  North  GP,  four  (one 
male)  on  Jan  1st,  a  female  on  2nd  and  8th,  five  on  15th,  six  (one  male) 
on  22nd,  a  male  on  27th,  six  (one  male)  on  Feb  5th,  a  female  on  Feb 
11th  and  a  male  on  Dec  26th  and  27th  and  from  29th  to  31st.  Wraysbury 
GP,  up  to  11  in  January,  six  in  February  and  a  redhead  on  Mar  18th;  two 
on  Nov  2nd  and  up  to  nine  in  December. 

S  Walton  Res,  recorded  on  six  dates  in  January  with  a  maximum  of  three 
males  and  two  females  on  15th.  Inner  London :  Battersea  Park,  a  female 
on  Nov  30th  (BM). 

94  Red-breasted  Merganser  Mergus  senator 

There  were  only  eight  or  nine  records,  all  of  single  birds.  All  records  are 
given  below. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  a  female  on  Oct  8th  (DLt)  and  Nov  16th  (RMC,  AGy) 
and  a  male  on  Nov  29th  (RMC).  Rainham  Marsh,  a  male  on  Dec  16th 
(SRP).  Wm  Girling  Res,  a  female  on  Oct  8th  (PJV). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res,  a  female  on  Jan  6th  (CL).  River  Lea  at  Hackney  Marsh, 
a  female  with  a  damaged  wing  from  June  3rd  to  July  15th  (NB). 

K  Crossness,  a  male  on  Jan  27th  (NRW). 

S  Walton  Res,  a  female  on  Dec  3rd  (SJS per  SDBS). 

95  Goosander  Mergus  merganser 

Winter  1989/90.  See  Table  1.  Following  several  years  of  high  numbers 
the  index  fell  to  its  lowest  level  for  ten  years. 

1989.  Peak  monthly  counts  from  principal  localities  (those  where  more 
than  15  were  reported  at  some  time  during  the  year)  are  given  in  tabular 
form  below.  Presumably  as  a  result  of  the  mild  winter  weather,  numbers 
at  the  end  of  the  year  were  very  low.  There  were  no  Inner  London 
records  and  none  between  May  and  October.  See  also  Appendix  I. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Oct  Nov 

Dec 

E  King  George  V  Res 

51 

22 

34 

- 

1 

19 

Wm  Girling  Res 

31 

31 

49 

8 

- 

25 

M  King  George  VI  Res 

56 

52 

25 

2 

11 

19 

Queen  Mary  Res 

15 

26 

37 

- 

9 

13 

Staines  Res 

7 

20 

3 

1 

6 

23 

Wraysbury  Res 

64 

26 

52 

- 

- 

3 

B  Wraysbury  GP 

56 

13 

15 

- 

1 

37 

S  Walton  Res 

22 

4 

27 

- 

- 

8 

96  Ruddy  Duck  Oxyura  jamaicensis 

Winter  1989/90.  See  Table  1.  The  index  fell  back  a  little  to  the  level  of 
the  early  1980s. 

1989.  Breeding  was  noted  only  at  Brent  Res  but  winter  numbers  were 
impressive  at  both  ends  of  the  year,  especially  at  Hilfield  Park  Res. 
Details  of  breeding  and  summering  birds  and  peak  monthly  counts  from 
principal  localities  (those  where  more  than  five  were  reported  at  some 
time  during  the  year)  in  tabular  form  and  Inner  London  records  are  given 
below. 

E  South  Ockendon,  a  male  on  July  9th.  Apart  from  two  at  Fairlop  on  Oct 

74th  nn  mnrp.  than  one  at  five  other  cites  in  the.  last  three  months  of  the 
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year. 

H  Aldenham  Res,  two  to  five  during  May.  Amwell  GP,  a  female  on  July 
4th.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  a  male  on  June  27th  and  three  on  July  22nd.  Rye 
Meads  SF,  a  male  irregularly  from  Mar  30th  to  July  9th  with  a  second  on 
July  8th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  up  to  five  (three  males)  from  May  to  July  but 
five  males  on  June  26th  and  four  males  on  July  18th. 

M  Brent  Res,  six  pairs  summered,  four  broods  seen.  Kempton  Park  Res,  up 
to  three  (two  males)  in  May.  Wood  Green  Res,  a  male  on  July  11th. 
Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  two  females  on  Jan  18th,  a  pair  on  Feb 
23  rd  and  two  males  and  a  female  on  Oct  27th. 

B  Tilehouse  South  GP,  up  to  three  in  May. 

S  Hersham  GP,  a  pair  on  Apr  15th;  possibly  bred  but  no  proof. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Aldenham  Res 

- 

■ 

8  ’ 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Hilfield  Park  Res 

50 

55 

54 

18 

15 

28 

47 

61 

82 

Stocker’s  Lake 

13 

12 

10 

4 

- 

4 

3 

10 

3 

Troy  Mill  GP 

- 

- 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Bient  Res 

- 

- 

2 

7 

23 

16 

- 

- 

Broadwater  GP 

50 

20 

21 

12 

1 

- 

6 

22 

38 

Charlton  GP 

12 

11 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

Staines  Res 

5 

1 

- 

1 

1 

2 

- 

1 

- 

Tilehouse  South  GP 

4 

- 

- 

8 

- 

- 

2 

9 

- 

Walton  Res 

42 

38 

19 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

29 

1988  Corrections 

In  Table  1,  the  index  for  1988/89  should  have  read  301  and  the  peak 
count  (in  December)  should  have  read  51,  not  as  shown  in  LBR  53:  29. 

M  North  Feltham  GP,  the  record  of  three  males  and  two  females  with  three 
young  was  on  Aug  29th,  not  as  shown  in  LBR  53:  39. 

97  Honey  Buzzard  Pemis  apivorus 

K  Orpington,  one  flew  SE  on  June  25th  (GFAM,  SMs). 

The  18th  record  for  the  London  Area,  although  only  the  second  mid¬ 
summer  sighting;  other  records  have  been  fairly  evenly  split  between 
spring  and  autumn. 

j 

103  Marsh  Harrier  Circus  aeruginosus 

E  Fairlop,  a  female  on  May  9th  (ABI,  MKD,  SRP  et  at).  Fishers  Green  and 
Netherhall  GP,  a  female  on  May  14th  (AHr,  JF,  mjf).  Rainham  Marsh, 
singles  on  Apr  26th  (WV),  May  6th  (female)  (MKD),  May  26th  (KB)  and 
27th  (SRP),  Aug  30th  and  Sept  2nd  (WV),  Sept  21st  and  22nd  (JWh),  and  a 
male  on  Sept  24th  (SRP);  at  least  one  female  in  June  summered  (MKD). 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  female  on  May  1st  (CCl,  BR).  Cheshunt  GP,  a  female  on 
May  14th  (JF)  (see  also  Essex).  Hilfield  Park  Res,  a  female  or  immature 
on  Apr  25th  (CIB,  BGr). 

An  excellent  year  with  at  least  ten  records,  which  equals  the  previous 
best  annual  total.  Continuing  the  trend  of  recent  years,  all  but  one  of  the 
sightings  were  in  the  eastern  half  of  the  Area.  A  quite  exceptional  spring 
passage  was  responsible  for  seven  of  the  ten  records;  autumn  records 
have  usually  been  as  numerous  as  those  in  spring. 
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104  Hen  Harrier  Circus  cyaneus 

All  records  are  given  and  refer  to  ‘ring-tails’  (ie  female  or  immature 
birds)  unless  otherwise  stated. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  one  on  Nov  1st  (JWh).  Fishers  Green,  a  male  on  Apr  14th 
(GBu).  Hainault  Forest,  one  on  Nov  11th  (MKD,  SRP).  Rainham  Marsh, 
singles  on  Oct  28th,  Dec  6th  and  8th  (MKD)  and  a  male  on  Dec  28th 
(MKD.  AOe). 

M  Bentley  Priory,  a  male  flew  S  on  Oct  29th  (GSE). 

K  South  Darenth,  one  on  Oct  16th  (VH). 

S  Island  Bam  Res,  a  male  on  Nov  15th  (DSD). 

Nine  records  is  about  average;  apart  from  one  on  Apr  14th,  all  sightings 
fell  between  Oct  16th  and  the  end  of  the  year.  The  failure  of  any  birds  to 
winter  at  Rainham  is  regrettable  and  probably  due  to  the  continued 
presence  of  falconers  at  this  site. 

1988  Correction 

E  Fairlop,  the  observers  of  the  male  on  Nov  5th  were  ABl  et  al,  not  as  stated 
in  LBR  53:  40. 

104/6  Harrier  sp  Circus  sp 

H  Near  Aldenham  Res,  a  ‘ring-tail’  on  Oct  13th  (CME). 

B  Iver  Heath,  a  ‘ring-tail’  flew  N  at  10.20  hrs  on  Apr  14th  (DKL). 

107  Goshawk  Accipiter  gentilis 

K  West  Kent  GC  at  Downe,  a  male  on  July  23rd  (AC,  DDa,  SGN). 

The  ninth  record  for  the  London  Area  and  only  the  fourth  in  the  last  30 
years.  Despite  an  apparently  thriving  population  in  certain  parts  of  the 
country,  this  species  remains  a  rarity  away  from  its  breeding  areas. 

108  Sparrowhawk  Accipiter  nisus 

Breeding  status  is  shown  in  the  table  below,  with  all  other  records 
summarised  under  the  county  headings  and  Inner  London  records  given 


in  full. 

Pairs  proved 
breeding 

Pairs  probably 
breeding 

Pairs  present  in 
breeding  season 

Totals 

Essex 

1 

5 

2 

8 

Herts 

4 

5 

4 

13 

Middx 

2 

9 

- 

11 

Bucks 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Kent 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Surrey 

5 

- 

3 

8 

12 

21 

11 

44 

The  overall  total  is  up  by  22  on  that  for  1988,  but  the  number  of  pairs 
proved  breeding  is  down  by  one.  There  still  continue  to  be  surprisingly 
few  reported  from  Kent  but  the  overall  picture  remains  a  healthy  one  with 
the  variation  in  the  number  of  pairs  probably  reflecting  nothing  more  than 
fluctuating  observer  coverage. 

E  One  pair  bred,  otherwise  reported  from  20  sites,  mostly  outside  the 
breeding  season. 

H  Fours  pairs  raised  young  successfully  and  there  were  reports  from  a  total 
of  43  sites  during  the  year,  which  is  strongly  suggestive  of  a  continually 
increasing  population  in  this  county. 
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M  An  overall  total  of  about  56  localities  had  sightings  during  the  year, 
which  is  about  par  for  recent  years,  but  the  number  of  pairs  on  territory 
(11)  is  slightly  higher  than  usual.  Inner  London :  Chelsea,  SW3,  a  male 
on  Mar  31st  and  Apr  1st  (DDd).  Greswell  Street,  SW6,  one  on  Dec  26th 
(PJSn).  Regent’s  Park,  a  pair  on  June  2nd  and  then  singles  on  several 
dates  in  July  and  September,  on  Oct  10th  and  on  Nov  6th  and  15th  (ARD). 
Warwick  Place,  W9,  one  on  Sept  7th  (MGl). 

B  Records  were  received  from  ten  sites  (slightly  more  than  usual),  six  of 
these  being  during  the  breeding  season. 

K  A  total  of  24  sites  had  records  during  the  year  but  only  four  of  these 
involved  sightings  during  the  breeding  season. 

S  Records  were  received  from  about  29  localities  during  the  year  but  only 
eight  pairs  were  on  territory.  Considering  that  this  county  is  the 
stronghold  of  the  species  in  the  London  Area,  the  picture  painted  here 
represents  a  pretty  poor  showing.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  females 
on  Jan  3rd  and  17th  and  males  on  Feb  9th  and  11th,  July  31st  and  Nov 
28th  (BM). 

109  Common  Buzzard  Buteo  buteo 

H  Panshanger  Park,  one  on  Sept  17th  (MCg). 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  one  flew  W  on  Sept  21st  (ODH).  Inner  London: 

Regent’s  Park,  one  flew  SW  on  May  18th  (ARD). 

S  Banstead,  one  on  Aug  17th  (AMN).  Bam  Elms  Res,  two  flew  W  on  Sept 
24th  (TJL).  Reigate  Hill,  at  M25/A217  intersection,  one  on  Aug  26th 
(GWJH).  Warlingham,  one  flew  NW  on  June  26th  (BH). 

Seven  records  (eight  birds)  is  about  average  for  recent  years;  there  have 
been  three  other  sightings  of  two  birds  together  during  the  1980s. 

Buzzard  sp  Buteo/Pemis  sp 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  flew  W  on  Mar  20th  (ARD). 

S  Oxshott  Heath,  one  on  July  21st  (PCh). 

113  Osprey  Pandion  haliaetus 

E  Sewardstone,  one  on  Sept  13th  (PR  et  at)  was  also  seen  at  King  George  V, 
Wm  Girling  and  Walthamstow  Reservoirs  on  many  subsequent  dates  until 
Oct  7th,  when  it  was  last  seen  at  Wm  Girling  Res  (mo).  Rainham  Marsh, 
one  on  May  13th  (MKD,  SRP). 

H  Maple  Cross  SF,  one  on  Sept  4th  (SJC).  Rye  Meads  SF/Stanstead  Abbots 
GP,  one  flew  N  on  May  7th  (RMRG,  GIW). 

S  Inner  London:  Archbishop’s  Park,  Lambeth,  one  flew  W  on  Apr  27th 
(PJSn). 

Five  records  is  close  to  the  recent  average;  long  stays  are  not  unusual 
during  the  autumn. 

115  Kestrel  Falco  tinnunculus 

All  reports  of  breeding  or  summering  are  summarised  in  the  table  below. 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

Inner 

London  Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Totals 

Proved  breeding 

IS 

8 

24 

13 

6 

18 

87 

Possible  breeding 

- 

2 

6 

- 

2 

- 

10 

Pairs  present 

14 

l 

9 

2 

8 

1 

35 

Totals 

32 

11 

39 

15 

16 

19 

132 

42 
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The  totals  of  both  proved  breeding  (87  pairs)  and  number  of  pairs  present 
(132)  are  the  best  since  1969,  when  the  respective  totals  were  98  and  142 
pairs.  It  is  undoubtedly  no  coincidence  that  this  was  during  the  period  of 
the  previous  London  Atlas  fieldwork  (1968-72).  It  seems  likely  that  this 
year’s  excellent  total  is  due  to  increased  observer  effort  as  a  result  of 
work  on  the  new  Atlas.  Encouragingly,  these  figures  suggest  that  the 
Kestrel  has  certainly  not  decreased  in  London’s  suburbia  during  the  last 
20  years.  Details  of  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given  below. 

M/S  Inner  London:  Abbey  Road,  one  pair  bred.  Battersea  Park,  one  pair  bred, 
rearing  three  young.  Bankside  PS,  one  pair  bred.  BP  House,  one  pair 
bred.  British  Museum,  WC1,  one  pair  bred.  Campden  Park  Road,  NW1, 
one  pair  raised  two  young.  Devonshire  House,  Wl,  one  pair  bred. 
Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair  during  the  breeding  season.  King’s  Cross, 
one  pair  reared  two  young.  Regent’s  Park,  three  pairs  bred  close  to  the 
park.  Tower  of  London,  one  pair  bred.  Westminster,  one  pair  seen 
mating  on  Apr  13th. 

118  Merlin  Falco  columbarius 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  one  on  Oct  17th,  then  two  from  Oct  20th  to  Dec  12th, 
one  remaining  until  31st  (SRP,  JWh).  Corbets  Tey,  one  on  Nov  19th  (MKD). 
King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Oct  10th  (RMC,  AJGy).  Rainham  Marsh, 
singles  on  Sept  6th  and  Dec  10th  and  30th  (MKD). 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  a  female  on  Dec  3rd  (CL). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  singles  on  Apr  7th  (DMi)  and  Dec  1st  (BEW). 

Apart  from  an  early  bird  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Sept  6th,  all  records 
typically  fell  between  the  dates  of  Oct  10th  and  Apr  7th.  Approximately 
nine  birds  were  seen  during  the  year,  although  clearly  there  could  have 
been  some  duplication  of  sightings  in  the  Berwick  Ponds/Rainham  and 
area  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Birds  were  probably  feeding  at  Berwick 
Ponds  and  roosting  at  Rainham  Marsh.  The  average  number  of  birds 
seen  each  year  during  the  1980s  was  just  over  seven,  which  represents  a 
very  substantial  increase  over  the  one  or  two  per  annum  during  the 
1970s. 

119  Hobby  Falco  subbuteo 

Four  pairs  bred  successfully  with  another  three  pairs  almost  certainly 
breeding  and  a  further  four  pairs  behaving  as  if  they  were  on  territory. 
Extreme  dates  this  year  were  Apr  14th  and  Oct  19th.  Details  of  breeding 
records  are  given  below,  along  with  the  first  and  last  records  and  Inner 
London  sightings 

E  One  pair  probably  bred.  Compared  with  the  four  breeding  pairs  in  1988 
this  is  a  dramatic  turnaround,  but  it  seems  more  likely  to  reflect  a  lack  of 
reports  rather  than  a  change  of  status.  Recorded  at  15  sites. 

H  One  pair  bred  and  two  more  pairs  almost  certainly  bred.  Recorded  at  17 
sites. 

M  Two  pairs  bred,  raising  two  and  three  young  respectively  and  another 
pair  almost  certainly  bred.  Reported  from  a  total  of  24  sites  during  the 
year.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  May  30th  (ARD). 

B  Birds  were  reported  from  five  sites  during  the  year 

K  Recorded  at  eight  sites  during  the  year. 

S  One  pair  bred  raising  at  least  one  young.  Reported  from  a  total  of  23 
sites  during  the  year.  The  earliest  sighting  in  the  London  Area  was  at 
Bam  Elms  Res  on  Apr  14th  and  the  last  was  at  Beddington  SF  on  Oct 
19th.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  flew  S  on  Aug  31st  (BM). 
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123  Peregrine  Falco  peregrinus 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  from  Sept  17th  to  Oct  1st  (MKD,  WV). 

M  Inner  London :  Ebury  Bridge,  SW1,  one  on  Nov  22nd  (BH). 

S  Island  Bam  Res,  an  adult  flew  E  on  Apr  26th  (PGWS). 

Three  records  are  an  above  average  showing  for  this  spectacular  large 
falcon.  It  remains  something  of  a  puzzle  as  to  why  this  species  remains 
so  scarce  in  London,  despite  substantial  increases  in  the  numbers  of 
Merlins  and  Hen  Harriers  seen  in  our  Area  during  the  last  decade. 

1986  Additional  Record 

K  Orpington,  an  adult  male  flew  high  SSW  on  Sept  25th  (RD). 

129  Red-legged  Partridge  Alectoris  rufa 

The  number  of  pairs  present  during  the  breeding  season  in  each  county  is 
shown  in  the  table  below. 

Essex  Herts  Middx  Bucks  Kent  Surrey  Total 

22  -  3  -  3  2  30 

The  above  total  is  well  up  on  last  year’s  all  time  low  of  nine  pairs,  but 
only  due  to  increased  observer  coverage  in  Essex.  The  strong  bias 
towards  the  north-east  of  the  Area  is  very  evident  in  the  above  table  and 
undoubtedly  reflects  the  major  decline  of  the  species  in  many  parts  of 
London.  Breeding  season  records  (number  of  pairs  in  brackets)  and 
highest  counts  are  given  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds  (6).  Dagnam  Park,  ten  on  Sept  3rd  and  Dec  26th.  Fairlop 
(3).  Hainault  Forest  (3).  Harold  Wood  (1).  Havering  (3).  Navestock  (2). 
Netherhall  (2).  Rainham  Marsh  (1).  Weald  Park  (1). 

H  Tyttenhanger  GP,  24  on  Oct  23rd. 

M  Stanwell  Moor  (1).  Ten  Acre  Wood,  Hayes  (1).  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield 
(1);  32  on  Sept  24th. 

K  Cray  ford  Marsh  (1).  Dartford  Marsh  (2). 

S  Epsom  Common  (1).  Field  Common,  Hersham  (1). 

130  Grey  Partridge  Perdix  perdix 

The  number  of  pairs  present  during  the  breeding  season  in  each  county  is 
shown  in  the  table  below. 

Essex  Herts  Middx  Bucks  Kent  Surrey  Total 

6  4  4  1  2  1.  18 

The  number  of  pairs  present  during  the  breeding  season  this  year  is  less 
than  half  the  figure  achieved  during  the  mid-1980s.  There  seems  to  be 
little  halt  to  the  accelerating  decline  of  this  gamebird,  which  has  been 
continuing  on  a  countrywide  basis  since  the  last  century.  Modem  farming 
techniques  are  thought  to  be  largely  responsible  for  recent  declines, 
particularly  the  use  of  herbicides  and  insecticides  —  the  latter  directly 
reducing  the  number  of  insects  available  to  young  chicks.  All  breeding 
season  records  (number  of  pairs  in  brackets)  and  double  figure  counts  are 
given  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds  (3).  Rainham  Marsh  (3);  20  on  Oct  12th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  ten  on  Jan  23rd.  Coopers  Green  (1).  Drop  Lane  (1).  London 
Colney  (1).  Tyttenhanger  GP  (1);  12  on  Nov  25th,  11  on  Dec  19th  and 
ten  on  Dec  30th. 

M  Hampton  Court  Park  (1).  Osterley  Park  (1).  Staines  Moor  (1).  Stanwell 
Moor  (1). 
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B  Wraysbury  GP  (1). 

K  Chelsfield,  ten  on  Dec  29th.  Dartford  Marsh  (2);  13  on  Jan  31st  and  14 
on  Dec  6th. 

S  Hersham  GP  (1). 

131  Quail  Co  turn  ix  cotumix 

E  Harold  Hill,  one  heard  at  02.45  hrs  on  June  10th  (CRJ). 

M  Lordship  Lane,  Tottenham,  an  injured  bird  on  Aug  13th  was  taken  into 
care  (RSPCA  per  NB). 

K  Crockenhill,  one  heard  calling  on  June  10th  and  16th  from  a  field  of 
barley  (DJMr).  Hoblingwell  Wood,  one  heard  calling  on  May  25th  (KWP). 
Lullingstone  Park,  one  heard  calling  on  May  18th  (AJM).  South  Darenth, 
at  least  one  bird  calling  from  a  field  of  wheat  from  about  July  17th  to 
Aug  5th  (VH). 

There  were  six  records  of  this  diminutive  gamebird  making  it  the  best 
year  in  London  since  1965  (with  nine)  and  1964  (with  11).  Nationally, 
1964  was  the  last  good  ‘Quail  year’;  1989  was  generally  acknowledged 
to  have  been  an  even  better  year. 

133  Pheasant  Phasianus  colchicus 

The  number  of  pairs  reported  during  the  breeding  season  (totals  in 
brackets)  and  any  records  suggestive  of  breeding  are  given  below, 
together  with  details  of  highest  counts. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  eight  males  holding  territory.  Rainham  Marsh  (8). 

Sewardstone  (5).  Waltham  Abbey  (5).  Weald  Park  (2). 

H  Amwell  GP  (1+).  Bricket  Wood,  five  territories. 

M  Hampton  Court  Park  (1).  Osterley  Park,  up  to  ten  birds  during  the  year. 

Rammey  Marsh  (1).  Staines  Moor  (1).  Stanwell  Moor  (1).  Syon  Park  (1). 
K  Bromley  Common  (1).  Dartford  Marsh  (1+). 

S  Beddington  SF  (1+).  Box  Hill  (1+).  Kew  Gardens,  bred  (introduced; 
number  pf  pairs  not  known).  Mitcham  Common  (1).  South  Norwood  CP 
(2). 

136  Water  Rail  Rallus  aquaticus 

Numbers  were  quite  good  at  the  start  of  the  year  largely  due  to  birds 
lingering  from  the  cold  spell  in  November  1988.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
there  was  a  good  influx  during  the  severe  cold  snap  in  November,  with 
numbers  tailing  off  after  this.  The  table  below  details  the  number  of  birds 
present  each  month  during  the  first  and  last  four  months  of  the  year. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Essex 

9 

6 

3 

- 

- 

10 

16 

14 

Herts 

8 

3 

3 

- 

4 

4 

18 

15 

Middx 

6 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

10 

6 

Bucks 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

3 

Kent 

5 

3 

5 

2 

1 

3 

6 

10 

Surrey 

5 

4 

3 

1 

2 

3 

5 

3 

35 

22 

17 

4 

8 

22 

58 

51 

Four  pairs  were  present  during  the  summer,  although  there  was  no 
evidence  of  breeding  this  year,  with  another  bird  calling  on  one  date 
only.  Details  of  breeding  season  records  and  peak  counts  at  each  site 
during  the  year  (in  brackets)  are  given  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds  (10);  two  pairs  present  during  the  summer.  Dagenham 
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Chase  (4);  two  pairs  present  during  the  summer.  Fishers  Green  (3). 
Rainham  Marsh  (2).  Sewardstone  (4). 

H  Aldenham  Res  (1).  Amwell  GP  (1).  Cassiobury  Park  (1).  Cheshunt  GP 
(8).  Maple  Lodge  (1).  Moor  Mill,  Radlett,  one  heard  calling  on  June 
25th.  Park  Street  (2).  Rye  Meads  SF  (3);  three  calling  from  nearby 
meadows  on  May  4th.  Rye  House  Marsh  (1);  one  calling  on  May  28th. 
Stanstead  Abbots  GP  (2).  Stocker’s  Lake  (2).  Tumford  Marsh  (1). 

M  Brent  Res  (9).  Frays  River,  Uxbridge  (1);  one  on  July  9th,  but  no 
evidence  of  breeding.  Hampstead  Heath  (1).  Hampton  Court  Park  (1). 
Queen  Mary  GP  (1).  River  Colne  at  Denham  (1).  Ruislip  LNR  (1). 
Shepperton  GP  (1).  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield  (1).  Yiewsley  GP  (1). 

B  Wraysbury  GP  (3). 

K  Chipstead  Lake  (1).  Darenth  Cress  Beds  (1).  Darenth  Valley  Walk  (1). 
Dartford  Marsh  (1).  Foots  Cray  Meadows  (3).  Ruxley  GP  (5).  Sevenoaks 
Reserve  (2). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res  (1).  Beddington  SF  (1).  Epsom  Great  Pond  (1).  Hogsmill 
River  at  Kingston  (1).  Hogsmill  SF  (1).  Holmethorpe  SP  (2).  Molesey  GP 
(1).  Richmond  Park  (3).  Walton  Res  (3). 

s 

137  Spotted  Crake  Porzana  porzana 

M  Kempton  Park  Res,  one  from  Aug  6th  to  10th  (RBH  et  at)  —  see  photograph 
opposite  p.  32. 

This  was  only  the  third  record  since  1985  (the  other  two  were  in  1988). 
The  earliest  autumn  record  in  London  before  1989  was  Aug  15th,  so  this 
year’s  record  was  a  full  nine  days  earlier.  Even  by  east  coast  standards  it 
was  exceptionally  early.  There  were  many  more  early  autumn  records 
than  usual  in  Britain  in  1989. 

142  Moorhen  GaUinula  chloropus 

Details  of  high  counts,  large  breeding  concentrations  and  Inner  London 
records  are  given  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  100  on  Dec  10th.  Dagnam  Park,  nine  pairs  summered. 
Pitsea,  50  on  Dec  5th.  Roydon,  50  on  Jan  22nd.  Weald  Park,  six  pairs 
summered. 

H  Amwell  GP,  nine  pairs  bred;  50  on  Jan  28th.  Cheshunt  GP,  28  pairs 
bred.  Rye  Meads  SF,  90  on  Jan  15th.  Rickmansworth  Aquadrome,  six 
pairs  summered.  Stanstead  Abbots  GP,  50  on  Dec  3rd. 

M  Brent  Res,  at  least  21  pairs  summered.  Rammey  Marsh,  five  broods 
seen.  Inner  London :  Bred  at  the  following  sites  (with  number  of  pairs, 
where  known,  in  brackets):  Hoxton.  New  River  Walk.  Regent’s  Canal. 
Regent’s  Park  (14).  St  James’s  Park,  48  on  Nov  29th. 

K  The  highest  counts  were  35+  at  Dartford  Marsh  in  December  and  35  at 
Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  Dec  1st. 

S  River  Wandle  from  Butterhill  to  Morden  Hall  Park,  28  pairs.  Inner 
London :  Battersea  Park,  six  pairs  bred.  Surrey  Docks,  one  pair  bred. 

145  Coot  Fulica  atra 

Details  of  large  breeding  concentrations,  records  of  abnormally  plumaged 
individuals  and  peak  monthly  counts  outside  the  breeding  season  from 
principal  localities  (those  where  100  or  more  were  reported  at  some  time 
during  the  year)  in  tabular  form  are  given  below.  This  rather  unexciting 
species  is  poorly-recorded,  so  the  table  does  not  reflect  its  true  status, 
particularly  in  April  and  August. 
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Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Belhus  Woods  CP 

120 

120 

- 

- 

- 

100 

100 

80 

80 

Fairlop 

120 

180 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

. 

• 

Fishers  Green 

460 

- 

- 

• 

- 

- 

. 

• 

• 

King  George  V  Res 

* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

330 

350 

420 

Roydoo 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

200 

250 

440 

Walthamstow  Res 

524 

329 

302 

- 

- 

483 

451 

422 

366 

Amwell  GP 

275 

143 

329 

- 

- 

231 

254 

288 

343 

Bury  Lake 

113 

- 

- 

- 

- 

116 

170 

181 

227 

Cheshunt  GP 

365 

285 

315 

- 

- 

605 

825 

1,212 

1,150 

Rye  Meads  SF 

149 

135 

131 

- 

- 

280 

124 

77 

81 

Stanstead  Abbots  GP 

133 

103 

83 

- 

- 

68 

134 

158 

213 

Stocker's  Lake 

165 

85 

70 

- 

- 

65 

176 

125 

94 

Troy  Mill  GP 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

77 

45 

80 

144 

Brent  Res 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

250 

286 

285 

229 

Broadwater  GP 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

800 

800 

800 

800 

Hampton  Court  Park 

- 

121 

52 

- 

- 

. 

. 

. 

• 

King  George  VI  Res 

67 

21 

5 

- 

- 

128 

- 

8 

9 

Ponders  End  Lake 

- 

139 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

215 

• 

Queen  Mary  Res 

110 

147 

85 

- 

- 

76 

81 

65 

120 

St  James’s  Park 

182 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

- 

175 

• 

Shepperton  GP 

587 

658 

302 

- 

- 

570 

812 

971 

515 

Staines  Res 

115 

200 

165 

- 

- 

537 

923 

844 

972 

Stoke  Newington  Res 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

230 

265 

331 

368 

Wrays  bury  GP 

260 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

280 

Ruxley  GP 

65 

50 

38 

- 

- 

65 

65 

97 

105 

SeveooakB  Reserve 

113 

87 

43 

12 

126 

127 

150 

204 

201 

Thames  mead 

- 

- 

- 

• 

- 

- 

. 

185 

. 

Bam  Elms  Res 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

136 

180 

142 

85 

Q.  Elizabeth  II  Res 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35 

150 

41 

21 

Richmond  Park 

190 

175 

110 

- 

158 

193 

275 

252 

342 

Walton  Res 

526 

349 

- 

• 

- 

- 

600 

350 

697 

E  Walthamstow  Res,  19  broods  (21  in  1988);  an  albino  from  January  to 
July. 

H  Amwell  GP,  22  broods  (same  as  in  1988).  Cheshunt  GP,  75  broods  (82 
in  1988). 

B  Brent  Res,  at  least  63  pairs  summered  on  census  plots.  Staines  Res,  one 
with  a  white  spotted  head  and  largely  white  body  on  Nov  5th.  Inner 
London :  Regent’s  Park,  20  pairs  bred.  St  James’s  Park,  29  pairs  bred. 

S  River  Wandle  between  Morden  Hall  Park  and  Butler  Hill,  19  territories. 
Waddon  Ponds,  21  pairs  bred,  14  successfully.  Inner  London :  Battersea 
Park,  eight  pairs  bred. 

1988  Additional  Records 

M  Counts  at  the  Shepperton  GP  complex,  which  usually  holds  the  largest 
numbers  of  Coot  in  the  London  Area  in  winter,  are  given  below: 

J<a\  Feb  Mar  Apr  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Shepperton  GP  1,098  699  276  -  553  651  707  496 

Stoke  Newington  Res,  though  numbers  were  unusually  low  they  still 
exceeded  100  in  at  least  four  months  with  a  maximum  of  171  on  Dec 
18th. 

151  Oystercatcher  Haematopus  ostralegus 

On  the  north  side  of  the  Lower  Thames,  pairs  were  noted  in  the  breeding 
season  at  Rainham  Marsh  and  West  Thurrock  and  probably  bred  at  both 
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sites.  On  the  opposite  bank,  two  were  displaying  on  May  10th  at  Erith 
Marshes.  More  unusually,  a  pair  was  present  away  from  the  River 
Thames  at  Moorhall  GP  in  the  Colne  Valley  from  May  to  July  and  nest 
building  was  observed  on  a  shingle  island  in  early  June,  but  no  eggs  were 
laid.  Breeding  records  away  from  the  coast  are  extremely  unusual  in 
south  east  England  and  this  is  the  first  record  of  attempted  breeding  in  the 
London  Area  away  from  the  River  Thames.  Records  from  other  sites  are 
detailed  below;  all  refer  to  single  birds  unless  stated  otherwise.  As  usual, 
May  and  August  produced  the  most  sightings. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  May  29th  (3),  July  30th  and  Aug  8th.  Leyton,  July 
30th.  Wm  Girling  Res,  July  15th  and  30th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  Apr  30th.  Cheshunt  GP,  Apr  30th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  May 
16th. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  May  1st  and  July  9th.  Highway  Farm,  Harefield,  Apr 
14th  and  26th  and  May  11th  and  27th.  Isle  of  Dogs,  Sept  5th  (2).  King 
George  VI  Res,  May  7th  (2),  May  11th  and.  Oct  16th.  Queen  Mary  Res, 
July  28th,  Aug  12th  (3)  and  Aug  27th.  Ruislip  Lido,  July  6th  (2).  Staines 
Moor,  Apr  8th.  Staines  Res,  Apr  9th  and  28th,  May  7th  (2)  and  11th, 
Aug  5th  and  7th  (9  or  10)  and  Oct  16th.  Wood  Green  Filter  Beds,  Mar 
28th.  Wraysbury  Res,  Nov  16th. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  May  6th  (2),  22nd  and  27th,  Aug  19th  (3)  and  Oct 
4th.  Wraysbury  GP,  Apr  14th,  15th,  20th,  28th  and  29th,  May  2nd  and 
July  27th. 

K  Chipstead  Lake,  Aug  25th  (2).  Cray  ford  Marsh,  May  1st  (5)  and  13th. 
Dartford  Marsh,  Feb  4th  (7),  Mar  28th  (6),  one  or  two  regularly  between 
Apr  9th  and  June  2nd,  June  20th,  Aug  30th  and  Oct  9th.  Littlebrook  GP, 
July  12th.  Thamesmead,  Mar  28th  (2)  and  June  10th  (6). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  Apr  24th  and  Dec  3rd.  Beddington  SF,  July  7th  and  Aug 
8th  and  22nd.  Epsom,  Sept  13th  (5  flew  S).  Ham  Lands,  Aug  20th. 
Hersham  GP,  Aug  3rd.  Holmethorpe  SP,  Aug  1st  and  Oct  3rd.  Island 
Bam  Res,  Apr  9th.  Molesey  GP,  July  7th. 

153  Avocet  Recurvirostra  avosetta 

M  Staines  Res,  one  on  Apr  3rd  was  seen  swimming  in  the  middle  of  the 
north  basin  (CL). 

This  bird  was  clearly  not  deterred  by  the  lack  of  any  suitable  habitat  to 
meet  its  specialised  feeding  requirements.  The  need  to  look  carefully  at 
any  odd  ‘gull’  is  emphasised! 

158  Little  Ringed  Plover  Charadrius  dubius 

Pairs  located  in  the  breeding  season  are  shown  in  the  table  below. 


Sites 

Pairs  proved 
breeding 

Other  pairs 
present 

Total 

pairs 

Essex 

13 

14 

4 

18 

Herts 

7 

13 

2 

15 

Middx 

7 

8 

4 

12 

Bucks 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Kent 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Surrey 

2 

5 

- 

5 

Totals 

32 

43 

11 

59 

Spring  arrivals  were  very  early  this  year,  with  the  first  at  Darenth  on 
Mar  6th,  followed  by  records  elsewhere  on  Mar  7th  and  11th.  Most  sites 
held  birds  before  the  end  of  March  although  the  bulk  of  the  breeding 
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population  arrives  in  April.  The  number  of  breeding  pairs,  although  an 
increase  on  the  1988  total,  is  within  the  range  of  55-65  pairs  which  has 
become  established  as  the  norm  in  the  absence  of  a  special  survey. 
Breeding  success  appears  to  have  been  reasonably  good,  despite  the 
usual  reports  of  predation  by  crows  and  disturbance  by  man’s  activities. 
Double  figure  counts  in  July  included  12  at  Kempton  Park  Res  on  2nd, 
16  at  Perry  Oaks  SF  on  9th,  ten  at  Bowyers  GP  on  21st  and  14  at 
Beddington  SF  and  25  at  Rainham  Marsh,  both  on  22nd.  The  final 
sighting  of  the  year  came  from  Kempton  Park  Res  on  Sept  27th. 

1987  Additional  Record 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  May  5th. 

159  Ringed  Plover  Charadrius  hiadcula 

An  excellent  total  of  22  or  23  pairs  was  present  at  breeding  sites, 
although  proof  of  breeding  was  lacking  in  many  cases.  Only  nine  pairs 
were  reported  along  the  Lower  Thames,  rather  fewer  than  usual,  whereas 
the  13  or  14  pairs  away  from  the  River  Thames,  mostly  at  sites  also 
occupied  by  Little  Ringed  Plovers,  maintains  the  steady  increase  at  inland 
sites  where  suitable  habitat  exists.  All  breeding  records  are  given  below, 
together  with  high  counts,  under  counties. 

E  Netherhall  GP,  a  pair  summered.  Rainham  Marsh,  three  pairs  in  the 
breeding  season.  West  Thurrock,  two  pairs  summered.  Counts  at  the  two 
main  sites  along  the  Lower  Thames  outside  the  breeding  season  were  as 
follows. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Rainham 

50 

15 

15 

10 

110 

35 

61 

60 

80 

West  Thurrock 

100 

30 

25 

25 

200 

200 

150 

250 

60 

There  were  also  75  at  Grays  in  January  and  30  there  in  February.  The 
highest  count  away  from  the  River  Thames  was  13  at  King  George  V  Res 
on  Aug  25th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  two  pairs  bred  but  unsuccessfully.  Broxboume  GP,  one  pair 
bred  unsuccessfully.  Noke  Farm,  Chiswell  Green,  one  pair  bred. 
Tyttenhanger  GP,  a  pair  was  present  between  April  and  June. 

M  Monthly  maxima  at  the  two  main  sites  are  given  in  the  following  table. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Perry  Oaks  SF  -  -  3  11  13  43  8  77  40  1  1 

Staines  Res  2-1316  13  11  ... 

Peak  counts  of  migrants  at  Perry  Oaks  were  on  June  7th,  Aug  19th  and 
Sept  7th.  Queen  Mary  GP,  a  pair  built  a  nest  but  no  young  were  reared; 
maximum  of  eight  on  May  25th.  Rammey  Marsh,  a  pair  in  June  did  not 
breed;  12  on  Aug  26th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  at  least  one  pair  bred  successfully. 

K  Crayford  Marshes,  two  pairs  held  territory.  Dartford  Marsh,  two  pairs 
displaying  in  summer;  peak  counts  41  in  October,  40  in  November  and 
27  in  December.  Erith  Marshes,  up  to  13  in  January.  Thamesmead,  40 
flew  upriver  on  Feb  12th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  ten  on  May  13th.  Hersham  GP,  four  or  five  pairs  present 
of  which  three  pairs  raised  ten  young;  15  on  May  14th. 

165  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  apricaria 

The  only  large  flocks  reported  were  all  on  farmland  north  and  east  of  the 
suburbs  with,  as  usual,  Fairlop  producing  the  highest  numbers  in  both 
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winter  periods.  There  were  relatively  few  away  from  the  Essex  and  Herts 
strongholds.  With  mild  weather  at  both  ends  of  the  year,  there  were  no 
hard  weather  movements.  The  highest  monthly  counts  from  regular  sites, 
plus  other  noteworthy  counts,  are  given  below. 

E  Fairlop,  400  on  Jan  1st,  565  on  Feb  11th,  215  on  Oct  29th,  700  on  Nov 
25th  and  800  on  Dec  2nd.  Hainault  Forest,  30  on  Oct  23rd  and  15  on 
Dec  9th.  North  Ockendon,  120  on  Mar  15th. 

H  Bell  Lane,  195  on  Mar  24th.  Colney  Heath,  200  on  Jan  14th  and  Feb 
26th  and  523  on  Dec  16th.  Cromer  Hyde,  150  on  Jan  31st  and  Feb  1st, 
125  on  Oct  15th,  150  on  Nov  11th  and  30  on  Dec  12th.  Radlett,  15  on 
Feb  3rd.  Salisbury  Hall,  36  on  Jan  8th.  Shenleybury,  34  on  Jan  22nd  and 
166  on  Dec  31st.  Symondshyde,  100  on  Jan  14th  and  Mar  4th. 
Tyttenhanger  GP,  24  on  Jan  2nd  and  55  on  Dec  5th. 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  28  on  Feb  5th.  Staines  Res,  20  on  Jan  11th,  28  on 
Feb  5th,  10  on  Nov  19th  and  26th  and  18  on  Dec  10th. 

S  Kew  Gardens,  17  flew  E  on  Sept  26th. 

166  Grey  Plover  Pluvialis  squatarola 

E  King  George  V  Res,  singles  on  Sept  9th  (PJV),  Sept  11th  (SCr)  and  Oct  1st 
(RMC).  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  May  13th  (MKD),  one  on  Dec  10th  and 
two  on  Dec  16th  (SRP).  River  Thames  at  Rainham,  one  on  May  8th 
(MHK).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Apr  2nd  (ABl).  Wm  Girling  Res,  one  on 
June  18th  and  20th  (SCr,  PJV). 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  in  summer  plumage  on  Aug  26th  (GJW).  Rye  Meads  SF, 
one  on  Dec  16th  (RMRG,  GJW). 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  singles  on  Apr  16th  (AVM,  PN),  May  3rd  (JAH,  PN) 
and  May  21st  (AVM,  PN).  Rammey  Marsh,  four  on  Apr  5th  (SCr).  Staines 
Res,  one  on  Feb  21st  (CL),  one  flew  S  on  Mar  25th  (AVM,  PN),  a  flock  of 
17  flew  SE  on  Apr  2nd  (MHk,  ASMS),  singles  on  Apr  9th  (SJS)  and  16th 
(ASS)  and  three  on  May  20th  (PN). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  three  on  May  9th  (BEW)  and  singles  on  Oct  6th,  Nov 
23rd  (CWn,  RWn)  and  Nov  26th  (AJM). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  two  on  Apr  2nd  (RBH). 

A  wide  scattering  of  records  but,  apart  from  the  fiock  of  17  at  Staines 
Res  in  April,  numbers  did  not  exceed  four  at  any  site. 

169  Lapwing  Vane  Hus  vaneMus 

With  just  less  than  150  pairs  noted,  the  number  of  pairs  reported 
breeding  or  displaying  more  than  doubled  compared  with  the  total  for 
1988.  This  was  probably  a  direct  result  of  fieldwork  connected  with  the 
new  Breeding  Atlas.  With  very  mild  weather  in  the  winter  months,  there 
was  no  hint  of  any  cold  weather  movements  and  huge  flocks  were  present 
in  some  areas,  especially  in  Herts.  Mid-summer  movements  were  widely 
noted  from  about  June  4th,  with  most  birds  flying  over  between  north  and 
west,  as  usual.  The  largest  winter  flocks  are  given  below,  together  with 
all  Inner  London  records. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  600  in  December.  Fairlop,  700  on  Jan  1st.  Rainham 
Marsh,  800  on  Feb  12th  and  1,000  on  Dec  10th. 

H  Cole  Green,  900  on  Feb  19th.  Colney  Heath,  2,500+  on  Jan  14th  and 
3,000  on  Dec  16th.  Salisbury  Hall,  2,000  on  Feb  5th.  Shenleybury, 
1,000  on  Jan  22nd  and  1,800  on  Dec  31st.  West  Hyde,  1,150  on  Jan 
14th  and  900  on  Dec  12th. 

M  Kempton  Park  Res,  986  on  Jan  24th.  King  George  VI  Res,  657  on  Jan 
2nd.  Staines  Res,  1,000+  on  Jan  10th  and  Dec  17th.  Town  Farm,  South 
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Mimms,  600  in  February  and  early  March.  Inner  London-.  Hyde  Park, 
one  on  Dec  13th.  Regent’s  Park,  28  on  Jan  17th,  singles  on  Mar  3rd  and 
June  13th,  two  on  Oct  4th  and  15  on  Dec  1st. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  between  400  and  500  on  Jan  31st. 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  1,200  on  Feb  7th. 

170  Knot  Calidris  canutus 

S  Hersham  GP,  two  on  Mar  18th  (DML,  SJS). 

Only  one  record  is  a  very  poor  showing  for  this  normally  regular  migrant 
in  the  London  Area. 

171  Sanderling  Calidris  alba 

E  King  George  V  Res,  singles  on  May  7th,  10th,  14th  and  15th,  with  two 
on  12th  and  13th  (RMC,  ACy,  PJV).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Aug  28th  (PL). 
West  Thurrock,  present  in  August  with  two  on  9th,  four  on  12th  and 
13th,  singles  on  21st  and  25th  and  two  on  28th  (MKD  et  at);  also  two  on 
Oct  28th  (SRP).  Wm  Girling  Res,  singles  on  May  26th  and  June  5th,  three 
on  July  30th  and  one  on  Aug  14th  (RMC,  SCr,  PJV). 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  singles  on  Apr  16th  (BAR),  25th  (CL)  and  May  13th 
(BAR),  two  on  Sept  10th  (AVM,  DJMs,  PN)  and  one  on  Sept  13th  (PN). 
Staines  Res,  singles  on  July  25th  and  28th  and  Aug  19th  (DPB,  RBH,  PN). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  two  on  May  14th,  Aug  2nd  and  17tn  and  singles  on 
Aug  21st  (JASn)  and  Oct  26th  (CL). 

K  Thamesmead,  one  flew  inland  on  Oct  28th  (NRW). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  July  30th  (NAC). 

Widespread  this  year,  although  no  large  flocks  were  seen.  Unusually, 
autumn  records  outnumbered  those  in  spring,  with  late  July  producing  a 
good  crop  and  several  records  in  late  October. 

175  Little  Stint  Calidris  minuta 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Sept  20th  (RMC).  Netherhall  GP,  one  on  Aug 
26th  (JR).  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  July  22nd  and  Aug  22nd,  four  on 
Aug  26th  and  one  on  Sept  6th  (MKD).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Sept  1st 
(MKD).  Wm  Girling  Res,  singles  on  July  23rd  (PJV)  and  Aug  29th  (RMC). 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Sept  12th  and  13th  (JD,  BR,  GJW). 

M  Moorhall  GP,  one  on  May  16th  (AVM).  Perry  Oaks  SF,  singles  on  June 
7th,  Aug  19th  and  28th,  four  on  Aug  31st  and  singles  on  Sept  17th  and 
Oct  9th  (CL).  Staines  Res,  one  on  Sept  13th  (PN). 

S  Beddington  SF,  three  on  June  5th  (PRA,  AG);  in  autumn,  singles  on  Aug 
18th,  19th,  22nd  and  23rd  and  from  Sept  3rd  to  7th,  increasing  to  two 
from  Sept  12th  and  three  from  15th  to  17th,  then  two  on  18th  and  from 
23rd  to  26th  and,  finally,  one  on  27th  (PRA,  GDJM.  NMr.  JSW  et  al). 
Holmethorpe  SP,  one  from  Sept  6th  to  9th  (GWJH). 

Apparently  the  best  year  ever  at  Beddington  SF,  although  rather  a  quiet 
year  elsewhere,  with  no  count  exceeding  four  at  any  site. 

176  Temminck’s  Stint  Calidris  temminckii 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  May  10th  (WV).  Wm  Girling  Res,  one  on  Apr 
26th  (SCr  et  al). 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  one  on  Apr  23rd  (SCr)  and  another  from  May  20th  to 
22nd  (ADW  et  at). 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  from  May  31st  to  June  4th  (GDJM  et  al).  Hersham  GP, 
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one  on  June  2nd  (PGWS). 

The  two  April  records  both  relate  to  the  same  bird,  which  was  the  earliest 
ever  in  the  London  Area,  the  previous  earliest  being  on  Apr  27th  1949. 
The  total  of  five  birds  in  spring  maintains  the  increase  in  spring  records 
over  the  last  decade  or  so. 

180  Pectoral  Sandpiper  Calidris  melanotos 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  one  on  Sept  20th  (CL). 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  from  May  12th  to  14th  and  another  from  Aug  2nd  to 
6th  (JWlrt  at). 

Three  records  including  the  first  of  this  species  in  the  London  Area  in 
spring  and  only  the  second  spring  arrival  of  any  Nearctic  wader,  closely 
following  last  year’s  Spotted  Sandpiper  at  Bam  Elms  Res;  nationally, 
there  is  an  easterly  bias  to  spring  records,  suggesting  a  Siberian  rather 
than  North  American  origin. 

182  Curlew  Sandpiper  Calidris  ferruginea 

E  Waltham  Abbey,  one  on  Sept  13th  (SCr).  West  Thurrock,  three  on  Aug 
21st  and  two  on  25th  (MKD). 

H  Bowyers  GP,  one  on  Sept  12th  and  13th  (GJW  et  at). 

Although  numbers  are  extremely  variable  from  year  to  year,  this  must  be 
one  of  the  poorest  years  ever  in  London.  Often  a  good  year,  such  as 
1988,  seems  to  be  followed  immediately  by  a  poor  one. 

1988  Additional  Records 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  four  or  five  on  Sept  18th  (MKD)  and  two  or  three  on 
19th  (WV). 


184  Dunlin  Calidris  a  Ip  in  a 

Peak  monthly  counts  for  the  main  sites  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


E 

Grays 

Jan 

350 

Feb 

200 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 
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Rainham 

500 

200 

46 

■ 

- 

- 

- 

45 

10 

20 
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500 

West  Thurrock 

5,000 

3,000 

3,500 

500 

200 

- 

■ 

30 

15 

1,600 

3,500 

3,500 

M 

Kempton  Park  Res 

63 

45 

21 

- 

3 

1 

3 

4 

2 

• 

8 

53 

Perry  Oaks  SF 

- 
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9 

10 

14 

2 

8 

41 

16 

43 

29 

26 

Staines  Res 

41 

9 

1 

2 

3 

- 

16 

35 

20 

3 

34 

25 

K 

Dartfoid  Marsh 

130 

460 

29 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

600 

350 

Erith  Marshes 

200 

300 

280 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

50 

240 

Swansoombe  Marsh 

280 

20 

120 

Counts  at  the  West  Thurrock  roost  on  the  Lower  Thames  were  slightly 
down  on  the  very  high  numbers  present  in  December  1988  but  good- 
sized  flocks  were  still  present  at  both  ends  of  the  year.  More  counts  from 
Lower  Thames  sites  outside  the  winter  months  would  be  useful,  as  this 
species  must  occur  in  good  numbers  here  in  both  spring  and  autumn.  In 
west  London  the  usual  wintering  flock  was  present  in  the  Staines  area, 
although  numbers  were  not  as  high  as  they  have  been.  The  use  of 
Kempton  Park  Res  at  both  ends  of  the  year  was  a  novelty.  Elsewhere, 
small  numbers  occurred  at  numerous  sites.  Some  of  the  more  notable 
counts  are  given  under  counties  below. 

E  Purfleet,  150  on  Jan  14th.  Wm  Girling  Res,  33  on  July  30th  and  20  on 
Aug  1st. 
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H  Tyttenhanger  GP,  seven  on  Oct  28th. 

M  Wraysbury  Res,  six  on  Dec  7th. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  six  on  July  31st. 

K  Thamesmead,  50+  on  Dec  12th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  ten  on  July  31st  and  16  on  Aug  26th  and  27th.  Hersham 
GP,  26  on  Feb  10th,  ten  on  Mar  18th  and  19th  and  nine  on  May  13th. 


188  Ruff  Philomachus  pugnax 

Peak  monthly  counts  from  the  main  sites  are  given  in  the  following  table, 
followed  by  a  summary  of  records  from  other  localities. 
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3 

3 
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2 
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10 
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8 
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Erith  Marshes 

6 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

4 

5 

6 

S 

Beddington  SF 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

5 

2 

2 

2 

1 
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E  Belhus  Woods  CP,  seven  on  Feb  13th.  Berwick  Ponds,  one  on  Mar  18th. 
Fishers  Green,  12  on  Apr  2nd  and  one  from  Apr  19th  to  30th.  Waltham 
Abbey,  singles  on  Sept  7th  and  11th  and  two  on  13th.  Wm  Girling  Res, 
two  on  Mar  29th. 

H  Amweli  GP,  singles  on  June  22nd  and  Aug  27th.  Bell  Lane,  one  on  Apr 
9th.  Bowyers  GP,  two  from  Sept  13th  to  19th. 

M  Kempton  Park  Res,  two  on  Aug  5th  then  one  from  6th  to  12th  but  three 
on  7th;  three  from  Dec  9th  to  27th  but  nine  on  16th.  King  George  VI 
Res,  one  on  Dec  22nd.  Queen  Mary  Res,  one  on  Aug  31st.  Rammey 
Marsh,  one  on  Apr  23rd  and  a  flock  of  35  all  in  non-breeding  plumage 
on  May  19th.  Staines  Moor,  ten  on  Jan  29th. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  present  in  January  with  a  maximum  of  16  on  7th; 
three  on  Oct  1st.  Wraysbury  GP,  one  on  May  5th  and  four  on  14th  and 
15th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  Oct  27th.  River  Thames  between  Thamesmead 
and  Crossness,  six  on  Dec  12th. 

S  Hersham  GP,  one  on  May  6th  and  two  on  7th.  Holmethorpe  SP,  one 
from  Apr  3rd  to  6th.  South  Norwood  CP,  two  on  Oct  3rd. 

Counts  at  wintering  sites  remained  rather  low  at  both  ends  of  the  year. 
Spring  passage  was  unremarkable,  although  there  were  more  May 
records  than  usual,  including  an  exceptional  one-day  influx  at  Rammey 
Marsh  on  the  late  date  of  May  19th.  The  presence  of  two  males  in 
breeding  plumage  at  Rainham  Marsh  in  June,  followed  by  a  juvenile  bird 
in  late  June  and  July,  raises  the  distinct  possibility  of  this  species  having 
bred  there,  although  this  was  not  proven.  This  was  followed  by  a  count 
of  30  on  July  15th,  which  was  by  far  the  highest  count  there  or  at  any 
other  site  during  the  autumn. 

189  Jack  Snipe  Lymnocryptes  minimus 

All  localities  from  which  this  species  was  reported  are  given  below,  with 
the  peak  counts  at  either  end  of  the  year  (January  to  April  and  September 
to  December)  shown  in  brackets  after  each  site.  As  in  1988,  no  large 
gatherings  were  noted  but  the  unobtrusive  nature  of  this  small  snipe 
probably  means  that  it  is  under-recorded. 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP  (1:0).  Berwick  Ponds  (2:0).  Dagenham  Chase  (3:2). 
Fairlop  GP  (2:1).  Hackney  (0:1).  Rainham  Marsh  (3:2).  Sewardstone 
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(1:0). 

H  Amwell  GP  (6:1).  Cheshunt  GP  (0:1).  Rye  Meads  Meadows  (0:1).  Rye 
Meads  SF  (1:2).  Tyttenhanger  GP  (1:2). 

M  Brent  Res  (2:1).  Broadwater  GP  (1:1).  Hounslow  Heath  (0:1).  Rammey 
Marsh  (0:1).  Yiewsley  GP  (1:0). 

B  Wraysbury  GP  (0:1). 

If  QpvpnnaVc  Rptipn/p  (\  *1^ 

S  Bam  Elms  Res  (0:1)  Beddington  SF  (2:5).  Field  Common  GP  (0:1). 
Hersham  GP  (1:1).  Hogsmill  SF  (2:5).  Holmethorpe  SP  (0:1).  Molesey 
GP  (0:1).  South  Norwood  CP  (0:1). 

190  Common  Snipe  Gallinago  gallinago 

Breeding  records,  highest  counts  in  each  sector  and  an  Inner  London 
record  are  given. 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP,  60  on  Mar  19th.  Berwick  Ponds,  55  on  Oct  24th. 
Dagenham  Chase,  200  on  Dec  15th.  Rainham  Marsh,  two  males  were 
displaying  in  March  and  one  pair  summered;  the  peak  winter  count  was 
70  on  Dec  30th.  Waltham  Abbey,  46  on  Sept  14th. 

H  Bell  Lane,  drumming  noted  in  April  and  one  or  two  displaying  in  May 
and  June.  Broad  Colney,  two  pairs  displaying  in  June.  Broxboume  GP, 
105  on  Jan  8th.  Cheshunt  GP,  40  on  Sept  3rd.  Moor  Mill,  two  on  June 
17th.  Park  Street,  one  giving  alarm  calls  on  June  25th.  Rye  Meads  SF, 
one  drumming  on  Apr  7th;  50  on  Dec  22nd. 

M  Brent  Res,  40  on  Mar  12th.  Broadwater  GP,  42  on  Mar  18th.  Frays 
Meadows,  Uxbridge,  32  on  Dec  25th.  Kempton  Park  Res,  40  on  Dec 
26th.  Rammey  Marsh,  33  on  Dec  23rd. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  one  drumming  on  June  3rd;  16  on  Dec  3rd. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  100  in  January  and  February  and  145  on  Apr  6th.  Erith 
Marshes,  up  to  93  in  March.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  45  on  Feb  9th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  on  June  21st  and  22nd;  50+  on  Dec  3rd.  Hersham 
GP,  60+  in  December.  Hogsmill  SF,  42  on  Jan  27th.  Inner  London : 
Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Feb  11th. 

191  Great  Snipe  Gallinago  media 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  one  on  June  1st  and  2nd  (MHL,  KB,  MKD,  MSn  et  at). 

The  fifth  London  Area  record  of  this  bulky  snipe,  the  previous  four  being 
equally  divided  between  autumn  and  winter.  The  preceding  record  was  in 
September  1975.  Inhabiting  the  drier  edges  of  the  lake  at  Dagenham 
Chase,  this  bird  gave  excellent  views  to  patient  observers  who  were,  no 
doubt,  delighted  to  see  a  species  so  rarely  observed  on  migration  in 
Europe.  This  constituted  the  first  June  record  in  the  British  Isles  since 
before  1958. 

194  Woodcock  Scolopax  rustical® 

Records  away  from  breeding  sites  are  summarised  as  follows. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Sightings  6  6  12  1  1  5  14  7 

Total  birds  4  6  12  1  1  3  13  6 

Included  in  the  above  table  are  the  following  Inner  London  records: 
Covent  Garden  Piazza,  one  on  Nov  23rd  was  found  crouching  under  the 
table  of  an  outdoor  restaurant.  Devonshire  Square,  EC2,  one  on  Nov 
20th.  Lime  Street,  EC3,  one  on  Nov  17th.  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Mar 
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20th.  The  pattern  of  early  spring  and  late  autumn  migration  of 
Continental  immigrants  remains  consistent  from  year  to  year.  Winter 
numbers  were  again  rather  low. 

Birds  were  seen  in  the  breeding  season  at  the  following  localities 
(minimum  number  of  birds,  or  pairs,  shown  in  brackets). 

E  Epping  Forest  (1).  North  Weald  (3).  Thomdon  Park  (1). 

H  Balls  Wood  (2).  Bishops  Wood  (1).  Box  Woods  (2).  Broxboume  Woods 
(4).  Northaw  Great  Wood  (1). 

M  Copse  Wood/Ruislip  Common  (1). 

S  Arbrook  Common  (one  pair  bred).  Ashtead  Common  (one  pair  bred). 
Bookham  Common  (2).  Epsom  Common  (2).  Mickelham  Downs  (1). 
Sandown  Park  Racecourse  (two  on  Aug  1st).  West  End  Common,  Esher 
(one  pair  bred). 

1988  Correction 

M  Inner  London :  Eldon  Street,  EC2,  one  on  Mar  11th,  not  Nov  3rd  as 
published  ( LBR  53:  54). 

195  Black-tailed  Godwit  Limosa  limosa 

H  Beech  Farm  GP,  one  on  Dec  10th  had  probably  come  from  Tyttenhanger 
GP  (per  G JW) .  Tyttenhanger  GP,  singles  on  Dec  5th  and  9th  (per  GJW). 

M  Broadwater  GP,  two  flew  E  on  Sept  21st  (JE).  Perry  Oaks  SF,  singles  on 
July  9th  and  Aug  31st  (CL).  Queen  Mary  Res,  one  on  July  22nd  (HRG). 
Staines  Res,  one  on  May  4th  and  5th  (FRC,  ASG,  CL  et  at),  another  flying 
NW  on  May  7th  (ASS),  21  adults  on  July  27th  (PN),  one  remaining  the 
next  day  (DPB,  RBH,  CL),  one  on  Sept  1st  (JASn)  and  two  juveniles  on  Sept 
2nd  and  3rd  (AVM,  DJMs,  PN). 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  from  Aug  10th  to  18th  (DBy,  GDJM  et  at). 

Another  poor  year  for  this  species,  with  only  one  large  flock  reported 
and  no  records  at  all  from  the  east  side  of  London. 

196  Bar-tailed  Godwit  Limosa  lapponica 

E  Wm  Girling  Res,  one  on  Apr  19th  (RMC). 

H  Amwell  GP,  eight  flew  S  on  July  29th  (BR). 

M  Brent  Res,  one  on  May  13th  (JCs).  Staines  Res,  singles  on  Apr  27th  and 
28th  (PML  et  at)  and  from  May  5th  to  7th  (CL  ass  et  at). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  one  on  May  5th  (FRC,  BAR). 

K  Cray  ford  Marsh,  two  on  Apr  29th  (AJM).  Crossness,  two  on  Apr  28th 
(NRW).  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  Apr  30th  (BEW).  Orpington,  one  flew  NE 
with  19  Whimbrel  on  May  6th  (RD). 

S  Hersham  GP,  one  on  Apr  22nd  and  23rd  (MLd,  SJS)  and  two  on  May  1st 
(PGWS) . 

All  but  one  of  this  year’s  records,  involving  ones  and  twos,  were 
confined  to  the  peak  spring  passage  period  between  mid-April  and  mid- 
May  when  the  movements  of  this  species  become  so  obvious.  Autumn 
records  are  generally  far  less  predictable. 

1988  Correction 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  delete  records  of  singles  on  May  28th  and  30th  which 
were  Black-tailed  Godwits  on  Mar  28th  and  30th  (LBR  53:  195). 
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198  Whimbrel  Numenius  phaeopus 

Spring  passage  lasted  from  Apr  16th  to  May  27th,  with  the  main 
movement  as  usual  in  late  April  and  early  May,  and  included  two  double 
figure  counts  on  the  first  date,  both  in  Essex,  and  a  flock  of  19  over 
Orpington  on  May  6th.  There  were  fewer  occurrences  in  autumn  between 
July  16th  and  Sept  3rd,  although  one  large  flock  of  about  38  was  seen. 
All  records  are  given  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  one  on  Apr  29th.  Dagnam  Park,  17  on  Aug  26th.  Fairlop 
GP,  ten  on  Apr  16th.  King  George  V  Res,  12  on  Apr  16th,  three  on 
23rd,  five  on  May  6th,  two  on  7th  and  one  on  27th  and  one  on  Aug  25th. 
Loughton,  one  on  May  7th.  Netherhall  GP,  two  on  Aug  10th.  Rainham 
Marsh,  singles  on  Apr  21st  and  22nd,  two  on  29th,  three  on  May  6th, 
four  on  8th  and  one  on  July  16th.  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Apr  23rd,  two 
on  29th  and  singles  on  May  11th  and  July  23rd. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  flew  E  on  May  9th.  Beech  Farm  GP,  one  on  July  23rd. 
Tyttenhanger  GP,  one  on  Aug  28th. 

M  Bedfont  Quarry,  about  38  flew  W  on  Aug  20th.  Broadwater  GP,  two  or 
more  were  heard  flying  S  on  Aug  22nd.  King  George  VI  Res,  one  on 
May  1st.  Rammey  Marsh,  one  on  Apr  28th.  Staines  Res,  two  on  Apr 
19th,  one  on  23rd,  five  on  27th,  two  on  30th  and  one  on  May  7th. 
Uxbridge,  two  flew  S  on  July  29th. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  three  flew  over  on  Apr  23rd  and  one  stayed  from 
May  2nd  to  4th. 

K  Chislehurst,  one  flying  W  on  Aug  20th.  Crayford  Marsh,  singles  on  Apr 
29th  and  May  7th.  Dartford  Marsh,  one  flew  downriver  on  May  7th. 
Orpington,  19  flew  NE  with  a  Bar-tailed  Godwit  on  May  6th. 
Thamesmead,  one  flew  S  on  Apr  27th  and  three  flew  W  on  May  2nd. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  singles  on  Apr  25th  and  May  5th  and  6th.  Beddington 
SF,  three  on  May  1st,  one  on  3rd,  three  on  13th  and  one  on  Sept  3rd. 
Hersham  GP,  one  on  May  6th. 

1988  Correction 

E  Dagnam  Park,  seven  flew  SW  on  Aug  23rd,  not  Aug  7th  as  stated  in  LBR 
53:  55. 

1988  Additional  Records 
M  Highway  Farm,  Harefield,  two  on  Apr  30th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  three  flew  E  on  Aug  10th. 

199  Curlew  Numenius  arquata 

Birds  were  noted  in  every  month  of  the  year  but  the  highest  count  was 
only  five,  at  Beddington  SF  on  July  1st.  There  was  little  evidence  of  any 
spring  passage,  but  numbers  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year  were  about 
normal.  The  December  total  of  13  birds  was  high  for  a  mild  winter 
month.  All  records  are  given  below;  all  refer  to  singles  unless  otherwise 
stated. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  Sept  17th.  Rainham  Marsh,  Aug  28th  and  Dec  30th  (2). 
Walthamstow  Res,  Sept  10th.  West  Thurrock,  Jan  7th,  May  27th,  June 
24th,  July  1st  (2),  Aug  27th,  Sept  3rd  (2),  Oct  17th  and  21st  and  Dec 
16th.  Wm  Girling  Res,  Dec  9th  (3). 

H  Amwell  GP,  Mar  19th,  Apr  16th  and  Aug  20th  (2).  Broxboume  GP,  Dec 
24th.  Rye  Meads  SF,  Mar  19th  and  June  21st  (3).  Tyttenhanger  GP,  Aug 
27th  and  Oct  28th. 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  July  23rd.  Queen  Mary  GP,  July  1st  (2).  Queen 
Mary  Res,  Sept  3rd.  Rammey  Marsh,  Aug  8th  (4).  Staines  Res,  June 
18th,  Aug  7th,  Sept  3rd  and  Dec  2nd.  Uxbridge,  Aug  14th. 
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B  Queen  Mother  Res,  Mar  17th  and  Oct  4th.  Wraysbury  GP,  July  24th  and 
Nov  15th. 

K  Bexley,  June  27th  (2).  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  Dec  5th.  Dartford  Marsh, 
Jan  14th,  22nd  and  31st.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  Dec  5th.  Thamesmead, 
Aug  26th,  Sept  22nd  (3)  and  Dec  9th. 

S  Banstead,  Nov  22nd.  Beddington  SF,  Mar  20th,  26th  and  27th,  Apr  23rd 
(2),  Apr  29th,  May  3rd,  July  1st  (5),  July  5th,  July  7th  (2)  and  Dec  3rd. 
Colley  Hill,  Mar  28th.  Ham  Lands,  Oct  31st.  Hogsmill  SF,  Feb  28th. 

201  Spotted  Redshank  Tringa  erythropus 

As  in  1988,  rather  scarcer  than  usual,  with  four  spring  records,  singles  in 
June  and  November  and  only  small  numbers  between  August  and 
October. 

E  Fairlop,  three  on  Aug  5th.  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Aug  22nd.  Waltham 
Abbey,  one  on  Sept  11th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Aug  9th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  singles  on  Apr  23rd  and 
Sept  10th. 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  two  on  May  7th.  Queen  Mary  GP,  one  on  Sept  9th. 
Staines  Res,  one  on  Aug  27th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  two  on  Aug  27th.  Beddington  SF,  singles  on  Apr  6th  and 
June  19th,  two  on  Aug  10th  and  singles  on  Oct  10th  and  Nov  11th  and 
12th.  Hersham  GP,  one  on  Apr  15th.  South  Norwood  CP,  one  on  Aug 
6th. 

202  Redshank  Tringa  totanus 

Records  of  proved  or  possible  breeding,  together  with  the  highest  counts 
in  each  sector,  are  given  below. 

E  The  following  table  shows  peak  monthly  counts  at  the  two  main  wintering 
sites  on  the  north  side  of  the  Lower  Thames. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Rainham  Marsh 

130 

100 

120 

20 

- 

- 

100 

West  Thurrock 

2,500 

1,000 

1,500 

120 

2,000 

3,000 

2,000 

The  exceptionally  high  numbers  at  the  West  Thurrock  roost  at  the  end  of 
1988  increased  still  further  in  January  to  a  record  count  on  Jan  7th,  but 
then  fell  away  somewhat.  At  the  end  of  the  year  a  count  of  3,000  on  Nov 
25th  was  more  than  twice  the  highest  count  before  the  1988/89  winter. 
Breeding  was  noted  at  the  following  localities  (number  of  pairs  in 
brackets):  Belhus  Woods  CP  (2).  Berwick  Ponds  area  (5).  Fishers  Green 
(1).  Hall  Marsh  Scrape,  near  Waltham  Abbey  (2).  Rainham  Marsh  (12). 
West  Thurrock  (6).  Rather  scarce  in  the  Lea  Valley,  no  count  exceeding 
six. 

H  Bell  Lane,  up  to  nine  in  April;  one  nest  was  found  but  later  deserted. 
Broad  Colney,  eight  on  Mar  18th  and  three  pairs  on  June  11th,  one  of 
which  was  displaying.  Smug  Oak  Lane  GP,  one  pair  bred.  Tyttenhanger 
GP,  14  on  Mar  17th. 

M  The  main  sites  are  shown  in  the  following  table,  which  gives  the  monthly 
maxima  for  each  locality. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Kempt  on  Park  Res 

- 

1 

3 

2 

2 

12 

- 

1 

- 

- 

4 

7 

King  George  VI  Res 

1 

- 

8 

13 

8 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

6 

15 

Perry  Oaks  SF 

- 

- 

1 

6 

7 

14 

5 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Staines  Res 

6 

10 

13 

9 

10 

7 

7 

3 

2 

2 

1 

15 
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Other  high  counts  included  11  at  Queen  Mary  Res  (Mar  12th),  12  on 
Staines  Moor  (Dec  17th)  and  ten  at  Wraysbury  Res  (Nov  10th).  Single 
pairs  were  noted  as  displaying  anxiously  at  both  Stanwell  Moor  and  by 
junction  14  of  the  M25.  Highway  Farm  pools,  Harefield,  a  pair  was 
present  and  probably  bred.  Rammey  Marsh,  up  to  three  pairs  present  in 
the  breeding  season  and  one  pair  bred. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  18  on  Jan  21st.  Wraysbury  GP,  at  least  four  pairs 
bred. 

K  Winter  peak  monthly  counts  at  the  two  main  sites  along  the  Lower 
Thames  are  given  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Dartford  Marsh 

150 

140 

15 

10 

14 

70 

65 

Erilh  Marsh 

50 

50 

75 

. 

120 

50 

10 

Other  counts  included  20  at  Swanscombe  Marsh  on  Nov  25th  and  10+  at 
Thamesmead  on  Dec  12th.  Displaying  birds  were  noted  at  Crayford 
Marsh  (two)  and  Dartford  Marsh  (ten).  There  was  only  one  record  away 
from  the  River  Thames. 

S  Hersham  GP,  12  on  May  20th  and  three  pairs  bred,  though  only  one  was 
successful.  Hogsmill  SF,  three  pairs  were  present  in  the  breeding  season. 
Reported  at  only  three  other  sites  with  counts  of  three  or  less. 

204  Greenshank  Tringa  nebularia 

The  first  record  of  the  year  was  on  Apr  13th.  Spring  passage  was  noted 
until  June  6th  and  was  certainly  heavier  this  year,  with  good  numbers  at 
many  sites,  including  12  at  Beddington  SF  in  May.  Many  birds  were  still 
present  in  late  May  and  early  June,  by  which  time  spring  movements 
have  normally  tailed  off.  Birds  at  two  sites  on  June  24th  marked  the 
beginning  of  autumn  migration,  which  lasted  until  Nov  5th.  Though 
numbers  were  not  high,  birds  were  widespread  as  usual  in  July  and 
August.  A  summary  of  records  for  each  county  is  given  below. 

E  Reported  from  six  sites  during  the  year,  with  each  site  holding  birds  in 
both  spring  and  autumn.  Highest  counts  were  of  three  at  Rainham  Marsh 
on  May  8th,  ten  at  the  same  site  on  July  8th  and  15th  and  seven  at  West 
Thurrock  on  July  10th. 

H  Singles  at  six  localities  during  the  spring;  one  or  two  at  eight  localities  in 
the  autumn,  apart  from  four  at  Tyttenhanger  GP  on  Aug  8th,  13th  and 
28th. 

M  Noted  at  seven  sites  in  the  spring,  with  a  maximum  of  three  at  Perry 
Oaks  SF  (May  9th),  Rammey  Marsh  (May  25th),  Staines  Res  (May  28th) 
and  Kempton  Park  Res  (June  1st  and  2nd).  In  autumn,  the  highest  count 
was  eight  at  Staines  Res  on  Aug  26th,  with  no  more  than  three  at  12 
other  sites. 

B  The  only  spring  record  was  of  two  at  Queen  Mother  Res  on  May  11th;  in 
the  autumn  one  or  two  were  reported  there  and  at  Old  Slade  GP  and 
Wraysbury  GP. 

K  Four  at  Crayford  Marsh  on  May  14th  and  three  at  Swanscombe  Marsh 
on  Aug  27th  were  the  highest  counts.  Recorded  from  a  total  of  six  sites 
during  the  year. 

S  Highest  counts  in  the  spring  were  12  at  Beddington  SF  on  May  7th,  four 
there  on  May  19th  and  five  at  Hersham  GP  on  May  27th  and  28th.  Much 
scarcer  in  autumn,  except  at  Beddington  SF  where  the  peak  was  six  on 
Aug  27th.  Reported  from  a  total  of  seven  sites  during  the  year. 
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208  Green  Sandpiper  Tringa  ochropus 

Birds  were  reported  from  a  good  total  of  31  sites  during  the  first  winter 
period  from  January  to  March.  Highest  counts  came  from  Rammey 
Marsh,  where  there  were  six  on  Jan  21st  and  five  on  Feb  21st;  other 
localities  with  at  least  four  were  Netherhall  GP,  Rainham  Marsh  and 
Sewardstone  in  Essex  and  Hogsmill  SF  in  Surrey.  At  the  end  of  the  year, 
birds  were  reported  from  25  sites  in  November  and  December.  There 
was  a  very  high  count  of  13  at  Rye  Meads  SF  on  Dec  6th  but  elsewhere 
only  Rammey  Marsh  held  more  than  three,  with  five  on  Nov  1st  and  four 
on  Dec  21st.  Spring  passage  was  quite  prominent,  especially  in  April 
with  many  seen  on  22nd  and  23rd.  There  were  only  three  May  records, 
the  latest  on  14th.  Returning  migrants  soon  followed,  with  one  at 
Rammey  Marsh  on  June  6th  the  earliest,  followed  by  other  records  in  the 
next  week.  Numbers  in  July  and  August,  the  peak  passage  period,  were 
slightly  up  on  the  equivalent  period  in  1988.  The  highest  counts  in  the 
autumn  (June  to  October)  are  detailed  below,  together  with  the  only  Inner 
London  record. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  40  on  July  8th  and  30  on  Aug  23rd.  West  Thurrock,  up 
to  six  in  July. 

H  Beech  Farm  GP,  13  on  Aug  16th.  Coopers  Green,  12  on  Aug  19th. 
Maple  Cross  SF,  seven  on  Oct  23rd.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  five  on  June 
23rd. 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  nine  on  Aug  31st  and  eight  on  Oct  9th.  Rammey  Marsh, 
six  on  July  9th  and  Aug  10th,  seven  on  four  dates  in  September  and  six 
on  Oct  28th.  Inner  London :  St  James’s  Park,  one  on  Aug  2nd  (AGg.  AGr). 

B  South  Iver  SF,  five  on  Aug  13th. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  five  on  Aug  13th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  seven  on  Aug  15th.  Holmethorpe  SP,  seven  on  July  25th 
and  five  on  Aug  17th. 

209  Wood  Sandpiper  Tringa  glareola 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  one  on  July  17th  (KB).  Leyton/Hackney,  one  from  July 
26th  to  30th  (GJ,  GRh).  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  May  11th,  four  on  July 
8th  and  singles  on  July  22nd  and  from  Aug  23rd  to  31st  (MKD).  Waltham 
Abbey,  one  on  June  2nd  (MJO). 

H  Amwell  GP,  six  on  May  21st,  one  remaining  until  23rd  (BR.  GJW). 
Bowyers  GP,  one  on  July  8th  (SCr,  GJW).  Tyttenhanger  GP,  singles  on 
May  16th  (MBW)  and  27th  (SPe). 

M  Kempton  Park  Res,  singles  on  June  2nd  (PAG)  and  from  Aug  2nd  to  10th 
(DPB  et  at).  Perry  Oaks  SF,  singles  on  Aug  10th  and  23rd  and  on  Sept  14th 
and  17th  (CL).  Rammey  Marsh,  one  on  Apr  19th  (SCr). 

K  Crossness,  one  on  Sept  13th  (NRW).  Thamesmead,  singles  on  Apr  12th 
and  May  2nd  (NRW). 

S  Beddington  SF,  singles  on  May  17th  (GDJM),  May  29th  (JSW,  RDW)  and 
Aug  20th  (DBy).  Hersham  GP,  one  on  May  19th  and  two  on  29th  (PGWS). 
Holmethorpe  SP,  one  on  July  2nd  (MRL). 

Highlights  of  a  very  good  spring  passage  included  a  very  early  record  of 
one  at  Thamesmead  on  Apr  12th  and  an  exceptional  count  of  six  at 
Amwell  GP  on  May  21st.  Autumn  records,  by  contrast,  were  rather 
sparse,  and  consisted  solely  of  single  birds  apart  from  one  count  of  four 
at  Rainham  Marsh. 
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211  Common  Sandpiper  Actitis  hypoleucos 

The  table  below  gives  peak  monthly  counts  for  those  localities  holding 
the  largest  numbers  of  this  species  during  the  main  migration  periods. 


Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

E  King  George  V  Res 

2 

6 

2 

1 

8 

- 

4 

Rainham  Marsh 

1 

3 

- 

35 

17 

5 

- 

Wm  Girling  Res 

1 

4 

- 

50 

29 

- 

- 

H  Amwell  GP 

1 

4 

2 

- 

6 

5 

1 

Tyttenhanger  GP 

1 

5 

- 

4 

6 

4 

- 

M  Kempton  Park  Res 

- 

- 

- 

6 

7 

3 

- 

King  George  VI  Res 

5 

3 

- 

10 

13 

3 

1 

Perry  Oaks  SF 

- 

4 

- 

16 

29 

- 

- 

Queen  Mary  Res 

- 

1 

- 

9 

15 

2 

- 

Staines  Res 

2 

3 

- 

11 

10 

9 

- 

Wraysbury  Res 

- 

- 

- 

8 

1 

6 

1 

B  Queen  Mother  Res 

1 

5 

- 

13 

14 

7 

3 

K  Dartford  Marsh 

- 

2 

- 

- 

7 

1 

2 

S  Bam  Elms  Res 

1 

5 

- 

8 

5 

8 

- 

Beddington  SF 

1 

3 

2 

3 

10 

15 

1 

Holmethorpe  SP 

4 

5 

- 

4 

3 

5 

- 

Island  Bam  Res 

- 

2 

- 

3 

8 

2 

- 

Most  of  the  June  records  were  of  late  spring  or  early  autumn  migrants, 
but  one  or  two  displaying  birds  were  again  noted  at  Amwell  GP,  although 
they  did  not  breed.  Numbers  in  both  spring  and  autumn  were  fairly 
normal,  although  the  count  of  50  at  Wm  Girling  Res  in  July  is  the  largest 
in  the  London  Area  since  1985.  Records  from  the  first  and  last  two 
months  of  the  year,  Inner  London  sightings  and  other  notable  counts  are 
given  under  localities  below. 

E  Netherhall  GP,  11  on  Aug  12th.  Rainham  Marsh,  three  from  January  to 
March  and  two  in  November  and  December.  River  Thames  at  Rainham, 
one  on  Dec  9th.  Walthamstow  Res,  two  or  three  in  January,  one  in 
February  and  two  or  three  in  November  and  December. 

H  Bowyers  GP,  one  in  November  and  December. 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  singles  from  January  to  March  and  October  to 
December.  Staines  Res,  one  on  Nov  4th.  Wraysbury  Res,  singles  from 
January  to  March  and  October  to  December.  Inner  London :  Regent’s 
Park,  one  on  May  12th.  Wapping  Dock,  one  on  May  6th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  one  on  three  dates  in  January. 

K  River  Thames  at  Thamesmead,  one  on  Jan  7th  and  three  on  Nov  11th, 
one  remaining  into  December. 

S  Island  Bam  Res,  one  on  Nov  5th.  Inner  London :  Battersea  Park,  singles 
on  Aug  6th  and  30th  and  Sept  7th.  River  Thames  at  Chelsea  Reach,  eight 
on  Aug  26th. 

1988  Correction 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  there  were  singles  in  May  on  13th,  15th 
and  23rd,  not  as  shown  in  LBR  53:  59. 

212  Spotted  Sandpiper  Actitis  macularia 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  from  Sept  25th  to  Oct  6th  (RMC,  ADW  et  at). 

The  third  record  for  the  London  Area,  hot  on  the  heels  of  the  second,  at 
Bam  Elms  Res  in  May  1988,  but  the  first  ‘without  spots’.  Identification 
was  simplified  somewhat  because  it  generally  consorted  with  a  small 
party  of  Common  Sandpipers  during  its  12-day  stay. 
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213  Turnstone  Arenaria  interpres 

E  Grays,  four  on  Jan  14th  and  28th,  eight  on  Feb  17th  and  four  on  Nov 
24th.  King  George  V  Res,  singles  on  July  17th  and  Aug  10th.  Netherhall 
GP,  one  on  July  30th.  Rainham  Marsh,  a  high  count  of  12  on  Aug  26th 
and  one  on  Dec  30th.  West  Thurrock,  singles  on  Jan  14th  and  May  11th, 
two  on  Aug  28th  and  one  on  Sept  10th.  Wm  Girling  Res,  two  on  July 
29th,  one  on  July  30th  and  two  on  Aug  7th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Aug  13th. 

M  Brent  Res,  one  on  May  21st.  King  George  VI  Res,  singles  on  May  17th, 
July  28th  and  Aug  12th.  Perry  Oaks  SF,  one  on  July  31st.  Staines  Res, 
three  from  Apr  24th  to  26th,  one  from  May  2nd  to  4th,  one  on  July  26th, 
four  on  28th  and  one  from  30th  to  Aug  1st.  Wraysbury  Res,  one  on  July 
20th. 

B  Horton  GP,  one  on  Feb  3rd  presumably  then  moved  to  the  next  locality. 
Queen  Mother  Res,  singles  on  Feb  5th  and  6th,  May  6th,  July  30th  and 
Aug  12th  and  29th.  Wraysbury  GP,  one  on  May  20th. 

K  Swanscombe  Marsh,  four  on  Jan  1st  and  five  on  Dec  24th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  singles  on  May  6th,  9th  and  10th.  Beddington  SF,  one 
on  Sept  14th. 

Reported  in  the  winter  months  as  usual,  if  intermittently,  from  both  banks 
of  the  Lower  Thames.  The  Bucks  record  in  February  is  more  unusual. 
Otherwise,  widespread  in  small  numbers  during  the  usual  passage 
periods,  spring  records  falling  between  Apr  24th  and  May  21st,  autumn 
records  between  July  17th  and  Sept  14th. 

1988  Additional  Record 
K  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  Aug  10th. 

216  Grey  Phalarope  Phalaropus  fulicaria 

E  Walthamstow  Res,  one  from  Sept  16th  to  26th  (AJGy  et  at). 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  one  on  Sept  24th  and  25th  (AVM,  PN  et  al).  Staines 
Res,  one  on  Nov  9th  (CL). 

S  Island  Bam  Res,  one  from  Nov  4th  to  12th  also  visited  the  nearby  River 
Mole,  Field  Common  GP  and  Weylands  SF  during  its  nine-day  stay 
(PGWS  et  at). 

Four  autumn  records  including  two  birds  that  were  in  no  hurry  to  return 
to  the  sea.  Normally  of  less  than  annual  occurrence  in  the  London  Area, 
there  have  now  been  records  in  each  of  the  last  three  years. 

218  Arctic  Skua  Stereo rarius  parasiticus 

E  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Aug  27th  (ABl). 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  a  juvenile  on  Sept  10th  (BAR).  Queen  Mary  Res, 
four  juveniles  flew  NE  at  11.50  hrs  on  Sept  9th  (DSD.  PML). 

K  Biggin  Hill,  a  pale  phase  adult  on  May  29th  (DDa) . 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  flew  W  on  Sept  9th  (NMr). 

A  typical  showing,  although  spring  records  are  nowadays  quite  rare  — 
only  four  of  the  41  records  during  the  1980s  were  in  the  spring.  Strong 
easterly  winds  were  responsible  for  the  September  sightings,  which  also 
blew  in  several  Great  Skuas  and  a  Sabine’s  Gull. 

1987  Additional  Record 

K  Orpington,  a  pale  phase  first  winter  circled  in  from  the  E  on  Jan  10th  and 
continued  SW  (RD). 
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220  Great  Skua  Stercorarius  skua 

E  King  George  V  Res,  six  flew  slowly  S  on  Sept  9th  (PJV). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res,  two  arrived  from  SW  at  12.20  hrs  on  Sept  9th  and  flew 
off  NE  at  13.20  hrs  (HRG). 

There  had  been  only  seven  London  records  (of  eight  birds)  at  the  start  of 
the  1980s  —  these  two  records  were  the  16th  and  17th  (of  27  birds).  Four 
of  the  last  five  records  have  involved  flocks,  nevertheless  the  group  of 
six  birds  watched  drifting  down  the  Lea  Valley  on  Sept  9th  was  a 
remarkable  record. 

Skua  sp  Stercorarius  sp 

M  Queen  Mary  Res,  an  adult  on  Aug  19th  at  07.55  hrs  (DSD,  PML)  was 
almost  certainly  an  Arctic.  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  two  immatures 
that  flew  SW  at  09.30  hrs  on  Oct  3rd  (ARD)  were  probably  Arctics. 

K  Chipstead  Lake,  two  on  Aug  25th  (TRS)  were  either  Arctic  or  Long-tailed 
Skuas. 

222  Mediterranean  Gull  Larus  melanocephalus 

A  typical  scattering  of  records  with  approximately  28  birds  (with  three 
remaining  from  1988),  slightly  fewer  than  last  year.  As  in  1988,  most 
sightings  were  in  the  eastern  half  of  the  Area.  All  records  are  given. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  an  adult  on  Dec  30th  (PJV).  Rainham  Marsh,  an 
immature  on  Jan  28th  (SRP),  an  adult  on  Feb  4th  (MKD)  and  a  first  winter 
on  Feb  18th,  Mar  18th,  29th  and  Apr  1st  (MKD,  SRP).  Waltham  Abbey,  an 
adult  on  Feb  17th  and  18th  (SCr).  Wm  Girling  Res,  a  first  winter  on  Jan 
1st  and  2nd  (SCr,  GJW),  an  adult  on  Jan  14th  (JF),  a  first  winter  on  Jan 
26th,  Mar  2nd  and  11th  (SCr),  a  second  winter  on  Mar  19th  (SCr),  an 
adult  on  Mar  27th  (ACy),  a  first  winter  on  Apr  8th  (SCr),  an  adult  on  Nov 
10th,  11th,  two  on  12th  and  one  on  23rd,  from  Dec  9th  to  11th  and  on 
20th  and  29th  (SCr,  PJV).  West  Thurrock,  an  immature  on  Aug  12th  (PFr). 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  first  winter  on  Jan  7th  (BR,  GJW).  Croxley  Green,  West 
Watford,  the  adult  wintering  around  the  Holywell  housing  estate  and 
present  since  Dec  17th  1988  remained  until  Mar  12th  when  it  was  in  full 
summer  plumage  (mo).  It  returned  on  Nov  11th  for  its  third  winter  at  this 
site  and  stayed  into  1990  (MI,  AVM).  Oxhey,  an  adult  on  Dec  29th  (JHT) 
was  probably  the  Watford  bird. 

M  Ponders  End  area,  the  second  winter  first  seen  on  Dec  27th  1988 
remained  until  Mar  24th  (SCr).  Stanwell  Place  GP,  a  first  winter  on  Mar 
19th  (AVM,  PN). 

K  Erith  Marshes,  a  first  winter  on  May  19th  (NRW).  Foots  Cray  Meadows, 
the  adult  remaining  from  Oct  30th  1988  stayed  until  Mar  18th  (SJG,  BEW), 
an  adult  on  Dec  3rd  (SJG).  Littlebrook  GP,  an  adult  and  first  winter  on 
Jan  13th,  the  adult  also  seen  on  Jan  20th  and  21st  (BEW),  an  adult  on  Nov 
6th,  a  first  winter  on  Nov  17th  and  another  first  winter  on  Dec  20th 
(BEW). 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  a  first  winter  on  Dec  30th  (GWJH). 

225  Little  Gull  Larus  minutus 

The  total  of  bird  days  in  1989  reached  a  staggering  823,  exceeding  even 
the  all-time  high  of  739  in  1987,  although  it  is  estimated  that  slightly 
fewer  birds  were  involved  this  year  —  307  —  compared  with  407  in  1987. 
Astonishingly,  54%  of  bird  days  (448)  and  40%  of  the  birds  (121)  were 
at  one  site  —  Staines  Res,  the  premier  site  for  this  species  in  London. 
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This  dainty  gull  continues  to  become  more  numerous  in  our  Area,  which 
is  best  illustrated  by  using  bird  day  totals  since  1974  each  time  the 
previous  high  has  been  exceeded. 


1974 

1980 

1981 

1984 

1987 

1989 

Bird  days 

125 

162 

262 

393 

739 

823 

Birds 

n/a 

75 

111 

159 

407 

307 

As  shown  below,  records  were  fairly  evenly  distributed  between  the  short 
spring  passage  (62%  of  bird  days)  and  the  more  drawn  out  autumn 
passage. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jim 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Total 

Essex 

- 

- 

- 

14 

15 

- 

• 

16 

62 

- 

1 

- 

108 

Herts 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

4 

1 

* 

* 

- 

8 

Middx 

- 

- 

2 

288 

49 

- 

7 

73 

113 

4 

3 

1 

540 

Bucks 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

3 

- 

- 

- 

6 

Kent 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

7 

Surrey 

- 

- 

1 

133 

7 

- 

- 

- 

12 

- 

1 

- 

154 

Total 

1 

. 

3 

440 

72 

. 

7 

96 

194 

4 

5 

1 

823 

The  only  winter  record  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  an  immature  at 
Queen  Mother  Res  on  Jan  29th.  There  were  no  further  reports  until 
single  birds  were  at  Island  Bam  and  Staines  Reservoirs  on  Mar  28th. 
After  this  numbers  built  up  quite  quickly  at  Staines,  reaching  17  on  Apr 
5th,  declining  to  five  by  9th,  before  rising  to  a  sudden  peak  of  35  (21 
adults)  on  10th,  with  19  at  Island  Bam  on  12th.  Subsequent  spring  peaks 
were:  15  at  Island  Bam  Res  on  16th  and  21st,  14  at  Staines  on  23rd  and 
ten  at  King  George  V  Res  on  May  4th,  which  was  the  highest  count  in 
the  Lea  Valley  during  the  spring. 

There  were  no  June  records  and  the  only  July  records  were  at  Staines 
Res  —  an  immature  on  9th  and  then  an  adult  from  20th  into  August. 
Movement  during  August  was  unspectacular  with  a  steady  trickle  of  birds 
through  Staines  reaching  a  peak  of  seven  on  23rd.  This  slow  build  up 
continued  into  September  with  a  sudden  surge  on  10th  with  at  least  34 
birds  at  Walthamstow  Res,  28  at  King  George  VI  Res  and  eight  at  Bam 
Elms  Res  —  most  of  which  moved  on  immediately.  Passage  quickly  tailed 
off  after  this  and  there  were  only  three  records  in  October,  but  four  in 
November  —  singles  at  Staines  Res  on  11th  and  12th  and  on  16th,  at  Wm 
Girling  Res  on  12th  and  at  Bam  Elms  Res  on  17th.  Finally,  the  last 
record  of  the  year  was  on  Dec  25th  at  Rammey  Marsh. 

226  Sabine’s  Gull  Larus  sabini 

E  Walthamstow  Res,  an  immature  on  Sept  10th  (SCr  et  at)  arrived  following 
a  spell  of  strong  easterly  winds. 

The  major  prize  brought  in  by  the  strong  easterlies  on  Sept  9th/ 10th; 
other  wind-blown  birds  included  seven  Arctic  and  eight  Great  Skuas,  at 
least  70  Little  Gulls  and  many  Sandwich  and  Common  Terns.  This  is  the 
third  year  in  a  row  that  this  species  has  appeared  in  London. 

228  Black-headed  Gull  Larus  ridibundus 

All  counts  of  2,000  or  more,  the  highest  counts  in  Inner  London  and 
records  of  abnormally  plumaged  birds  are  given  below. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  3,000  on  Jan  15th,  5,000  on  Feb  4th,  3,500  on  18th  and 
3,000  in  November  and  December.  Wm  Girling  Res,  an  albino  bird  on 
Mar  5th;  6,000  on  Nov  11th. 
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H  Rye  Meads  SF,  2,500  on  Dec  2nd. 

M  Wraysbury  Res,  an  all  white  individual  on  Jan  8th.  Inner  London :  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  1,080  on  Feb  11th.  Regent’s  Park,  720  on 
Feb  11th.  St  James’s  Park,  730  on  Jan  13th,  330  on  Feb  1st  and  545  on 
11th. 

K  Hall  Place  Gardens,  c3,000  on  Feb  17th,  feeding  on  playing  fields. 
Littlebrook  GP,  an  albino  bird  on  Feb  21st;  2,000  on  Feb  20th  and  3,000 
during  December. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  7,500  on  Feb  22nd.  Island  Bam  Res,  4,000  on  Aug 
29th.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res,  c20,000  on  Jan  15th  and  up  to  25,000 
roosting  during  December.  Inner  London :  Battersea  Park,  c500  on  Dec 
5th.  River  Thames  from  Blackfriars  Bridge  to  Westminster,  400  on  Feb 
21st.  River  Thames  at  Westminster,  300  in  January,  320  in  August  and 
350  in  November. 

233  Common  Gull  Lams  canus 

Highest  counts  in  each  county  and  significant  Inner  London  are  given 
below. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  500  from  January  to  March  and  1,000  on  Dec  30th. 
Wm  Girling  Res,  3,000  on  Nov  11th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  150  on  Feb  3rd  and  200  on  Dec  2nd. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  200  on  Feb  4th.  Downham,  100  flew  ENE  on  Apr 
22nd.  Littlebrook  GP,  100  on  Jan  13th.  Stone  rubbish  tip,  300+  on  Dec 
1st. 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res,  between  2,000  and  3,000  roosting  during 
December.  Inner  London :  Battersea  Park,  40  on  Nov  26th.  River 
Thames  at  Westminster,  monthly  maxima  were:  up  to  20  during  January, 
50  in  February,  60  in  March,  30  in  April,  15  in  October,  20  in 
November  and  13  in  December. 

234  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  Lams  fuscus 

As  in  1988,  the  autumn  passage  was  widely  reported  (the  best  site  being 
Amwell  in  the  Lea  Valley),  but  there  were  very  few  winter  roost  counts 
at  the  reservoirs.  Two  pairs  bred,  the  third  year  in  succession  that 
breeding  has  taken  place;  the  only  other  occasion  was  in  1982.  This 
species  may  well  breed  more  widely  than  records  suggest,  since  many 
potential  breeding  sites  must  remain  out  of  sight  to  observers.  All  records 
of  more  than  100  birds,  the  highest  counts  in  Inner  London  and  the 
breeding  records  are  given  below. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  100  on  Feb  26th  and  Apr  30th,  150  on  June  17th,  100 
on  Aug  8th,  120  on  11th  and  150  on  23rd.  West  Thurrock,  100  on  Sept 
10th.  Wm  Girling  Res,  190  on  July  3rd,  400  on  July  29th  and  350  on 
Nov  11th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  80  in  April,  400  in  July,  300  in  August,  900  on  Sept  22nd, 
700  in  October  and  100  in  November. 

M  Edmonton  Rubbish  Tip,  a  leucistic  bird  on  June  20th.  Staines  Res,  358 
on  July  26th.  Inner  London :  King’s  Cross,  one  pair  nested  and  reared  at 
least  two  young.  St  Pancras  Church,  Euston  Road,  one  pair  reared  two 
young. 

K  Littlebrook  GP,  130  on  Oct  17th.  Stone  Rubbish  Tip,  190  on  Aug  9th 
and  150  on  Sept  19th. 

S  Island  Barn  Res,  125+  on  Aug  29th.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res,  between 
1,500  and  2,500  roosting  during  December.  Inner  London :  River 
Thames  at  Westminster,  maximum  count  23  on  June  26th. 
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1988  Additional  Record 

E  King  George  V  Res,  a  bird  found  dead  on  Sept  22nd  had  been  ringed 
during  June  1988  at  Dintl  Haven,  The  Netherlands. 


235  Herring  Gull  Larus  argentatus 

Once  again  there  were  very  few  records  this  year,  preventing  any 
comparative  analysis.  Five  pairs  bred,  which  indicates  little  change  in 
status.  All  counts  of  100  or  more  birds,  a  record  of  a  leucistic  bird  and 
the  highest  Inner  London  counts  are  given. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  an  adult  leucistic  bird  on  Jan  13th.  Rainham  Marsh, 
500  between  January  and  March,  120  in  July  and  August  and  500  on  Dec 
23rd.  Wm  Girling  Res,  800  on  Nov  11th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  200  on  Nov  11th  and  150  on  Dec  27th. 

M  Inner  London:  King’s  Cross,  at  least  four  pairs  nested  and  successfully 
hatched  chicks.  St  James’s  Park,  at  least  one  pair  bred  and  reared  at  least 
two  young;  the  resident  adult  with  yellow  legs  was  again  present 
throughout  the  year. 

K  Stone  Rubbish  Tip,  150  on  Jan  13th  and  200  on  Dec  12th. 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res,  between  4,000  and  5,000  roosting  during 
December.  Inner  London :  River  Thames  at  Westminster,  the  highest 
count  was  11  on  June  19th. 


The  total  number  of  ‘Yellow-legged’  Herring  Gulls  seen  during  the  year 
remained  similar  to  last  year,  but  records  seemed  to  be  a  bit  more 
widespread.  Monthly  peak  counts  for  all  sites  recording  more  than  one 
bird  at  a  time  during  the  year  are  given  in  the  table  below. 


Jan 

E  King  George  V  Rea 
Rainham  Marsh 
West  Thurrock 
Wm  Girling  Res 
H  Amwell  GP 
M  Staines  Res 
K  Stone  Marshes 
Stone  Rubbish  Tip 
S  River  Thames  at  Kew 
Others 
Totals 


Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jim  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 


1 

15 

2 

3 

8 


3 

2 

30 

1 

1 

8 


1 


16 


56 

1 

3 


78 

2 


135 

1 

3 


26 


89  125  158 


16  29 


6 

13 


Those  sites  where  no  more  than  one  bird  at  a  time  was  recorded  (and 
listed  in  the  table  above  under  ‘Others’)  are  detailed  below. 

E  Nazeing,  one  on  Dec  22nd. 

H  Stanstead  Abbots  GP,  one  on  Mar  1st. 

M  Kempton  Park  Res,  one  on  Dec  16th.  King  George  VI  Res,  singles  on 
July  8th  and  Sept  17th.  Queen  Mary  Res,  one  on  Dec  31st. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  singles  on  Sept  27th  and  Oct  9th  and  29th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Apr  22nd.  Greenwich,  one  on  Feb  19th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  singles  on  Mar  1st  and  Dec  24th.  Barnes  Bridge,  one  on 
Sept  19th.  Chiswick  Eyot,  one  on  July  25th.  River  Thames  between 
Barnes  and  Chiswick,  singles  on  July  21st  and  Oct  22nd.  Thorpe  Park, 
one  on  Dec  13th.  Walton  Res,  one  on  Dec  6th. 


237  Glaucous  Gull  Larus  hyperboreus 

E  King  George  V  Res,  a  first  winter  on  Feb  26th  (SCr).  Rainham  Marsh,  a 
first  winter  on  Mar  4th  (SRP).  Wm  Girling  Res,  a  first  winter  and  an  adult 
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on  Feb  19th  (ABl)  (see  also  Middx)  and  a  first  winter  on  Feb  21st  and 
23  rd  and  Mar  2nd  (SCr,  PJV). 

M  Edmonton  Rubbish  Tip,  a  first  winter  on  Feb  19th  (ABl)  had  flown  in 
from  Wm  Girling.  Staines  Res,  a  first  winter  on  Dec  3rd  (AVM,  PN). 

K  Littlebrook  GP,  two  first  winters  on  Feb  20th  (BEW). 

Only  four  records  of  five  birds;  all  but  one  of  the  sightings  were  in 
February  and  March.  The  average  number  of  records  per  annum  from 
1984-88  (there  were  no  records  in  1983)  was  just  over  12,  so  four 
represents  a  distinct  downturn  —  no  doubt  partly  due  to  the  mild  winter. 

238  Great  Black-backed  Gull  Larus  marinus 

The  roost  count  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res  is  encouraging,  but  there  is 
little  other  evidence  to  suggest  that  this  large  gull  is  not  continuing  to 
decline  in  our  Area.  All  counts  in  excess  of  ten  birds  and  representative 
Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  150  from  January  to  March.  West  Thurrock,  120  on 
Nov  26th.  Wm  Girling  Res,  200  on  Nov  11th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  20  on  Jan  7th  and  14th  and  Nov  12th,  30  on  Nov  25th,  20 
on  Dec  2nd  and  50  on  Dec  27th. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res,  75  at  roost  on  Dec  30th. 

H  Dartford  Marsh,  40  on  Feb  4th.  Littlebrook  GP,  50+  in  December. 
Sevenoaks  Reserve,  20  on  Jan  2nd,  60  on  Feb  3rd,  12  on  Mar  19th,  50 
on  Apr  15th  and  ten  on  May  4th. 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res,  between  500  and  700  roosting  in  December. 
Walton  Res,  104  on  Jan  20th.  Inner  London :  River  Thames  at 
Westminster,  up  to  three  in  January,  two  from  March  to  May  and  up  to 
four  from  September  to  December. 

240  Kittiwake  Rissa  tridactyla 

E  King  George  V  Res,  an  adult  flew  N  on  Apr  11th  (SCr)  and  one  found 
dead  on  May  1st  (PJV).  West  Thurrock,  14  adults  flew  W  on  May  14th 
(MHk,  ASMS)  and  two  on  Aug  22nd  (KB).  Wm  Girling  Res,  an  adult  on 
June  24th  was  found  dead  the  following  day  (SCr,  PJV). 

H  Rye  Meads  SF,  one  flew  S  on  Mar  27th  (RMRG). 

M  Cranford  Park,  an  oiled  immature  on  Nov  8th  (REM).  King  George  VI 
Res,  an  immature  on  Sept  10th  (DJM).  Staines  Res,  an  adult  on  Apr  30th 
(AVM,  PN). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  on  May  26th  and  five  on  June  9th  (JASn). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  11  (ten  adults)  flew  W  on  Oct  8th  (AJM).  Thamesmead, 
eight  flew  E  on  May  19th  (NRW). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  or  two  adults  on  Mar  18th  and  one  adult  on  Apr  15th 
(RBH).  Island  Bam  Res,  a  first  winter  on  Apr  4th  (PGWS).  Holmethorpe 
SP,  a  first  summer  on  June  6th  during  a  rainstorm  (GWJH). 

The  total  of  17  records  of  52  birds  is  about  average  for  the  1980s,  but  all 
four  flocks  occurred  during  months  (May,  June  and  October)  that  are 
traditionally  poor  for  this  species 

1988  Correction 

H  The  record  of  one  at  Rye  Meads  SF  on  Sept  18th  ( LBR  53:  67)  was 
published  in  error  and  should  be  deleted. 
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245  Sandwich  Tern  Sterna  sandvicensis 

For  a  variety  of  reasons  this  was  a  most  remarkable  year  for  this  species: 
both  in  terms  of  the  number  of  records  (56)  and  the  number  of  birds 
(186)  it  was  the  best  year  ever;  the  sighting  on  Mar  29th  was  the  earliest 
ever  in  the  London  Area  and  the  one  on  Oct  27th  was  the  second  latest 
ever  (only  outlasted  by  one  on  Nov  4th  1934).  The  spring  passage  was 
exceptionally  good  with  37  birds,  22  of  which  were  on  Apr  23rd.  The 
autumn  was  characterised  by  scattered  records  with  two  big  peaks  —  on 
Aug  26th  there  were  13  records  of  51  birds  and  on  Sept  10th  there  were 
nine  records  of  40  birds,  both  periods  of  east  or  south  easterly  winds. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  three  on  Apr  23rd,  five  on  Aug  26th  (PJV)  and  two 
on  Sept  9th  and  10th  (SCr,  PJV).  Netherhall  GP,  five  on  Aug  26th  (JR). 
Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Aug  12th  and  two  on  26th  (MKD).  Walthamstow 
Res,  four  on  Sept  10th  (SCr)  and  two  on  Oct  2nd  (ABl).  West  Thurrock, 
two  on  May  14th  (MHk),  singles  on  July  23rd  (PL),  Aug  26th  (MKD)  and 
Sept  9th  (PJV)  and  seven  on  Sept  10th  (MKD).  Wm  Girling  Res,  two  on 
Sept  10th  (RMC). 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Mar  29th  (Ml),  three  on  Apr  23rd,  two  flew  S  on 
Aug  26th  (GJW)  and  one  on  Sept  13th  (BR).  Rye  Meads  SF,  two  on  Aug 
26th  (from  Stanstead  Abbots)  and  one  on  Sept  13th  (RMRG).  Stanstead 
Abbots  GP,  two  on  Aug  26th  (CCl)  (see  Rye  Meads). 

M  Brent  Res,  one  on  Apr  22nd  (LAB)  and  four  on  Aug  26th  (JCs,  DWn). 
Broadwater  GP,  11  on  Sept  10th  (IGJ).  Hammersmith,  two  over  on  Aug 
26th  (DGH).  Harefield  Place  GP,  six  on  Apr  23rd  (PEB).  King  George  VI 
Res,  five  flew  NE  on  Sept  10th  (AVM,  PN),  five  flew  E  on  17th  (RBH)  and 
six  on  24th  (CL).  Perry  Oaks  SF,  two  on  Aug  26th  (CL).  Queen  Mary  Res, 
two  flew  SW  on  June  18th  (DSD,  PML),  two  on  Aug  26th,  four  on  31st 
(DSD)  and  four  on  Sept  24th  (AVM,  PN).  Staines  Res,  one  on  Apr  8th  (BAR), 
three  flew  S  on  Apr  23rd  (FRC,  REM),  two  on  May  4th  (mo),  two  flew  S  on 
Aug  26th  (AVM)  and  two  on  Sept  10th  (FRC,  REM).  Wraysbury  Res,  two  on 
Sept  17th  (RBH). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  on  Apr  23rd  (AVM,  PN),  three  on  24th,  seven  on 
June  9th  (JASn)  and  two  on  Sept  10th  (CL,  JASn).  Wraysbury  GP,  two  on 
Apr  18th  (JASn)  and  five  flew  W  on  Sept  10th  (AVM,  PN). 

K  Chipstead  Lake,  two  on  Apr  1st  (TRS).  Isle  of  Dogs,  two  flew  W  on  Aug 
24th  and  one  on  Aug  30th  (DJWy).  Littlebrook  GP,  two  on  Sept  14th  (CWn, 
RWn).  Littlebrook  PS,  two  on  Aug  19th  (RD).  Thamesmead,  two  flew  E  on 
May  19th  and  eight  flew  E  on  Sept  13th  (NRW). 

S  Hogsmill  SF,  two  flew  SW  on  Oct  27th  (JGl).  Holmethorpe  SP,  one  flew  S 
on  Aug  26th  (GWJH).  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  28  flew  upriver  on 
Aug  26th  (BM).  River  Thames  near  Chelsea  Bridge,  six  on  Sept  12th 
(MGr). 

247  Common  Tern  Sterna  hirundo 

Last  year’s  all-time  high  of  86  or  87  pairs  was  exceeded  during  1989 
with  a  total  of  103  pairs  breeding,  to  continue  the  ever-upward  trend  of 
this  species.  A  minimum  of  144  young  is  known  to  have  been  raised 
successfully,  but  realistically  the  true  figure  must  be  closer  to  200.  Of  the 
103  pairs  breeding,  93  bred  on  artificial  rafts;  clearly  far  fewer  birds 
would  be  nesting  in  the  London  Area  if  these  had  not  been  provided.  For 
the  first  time,  nesting  was  reported  in  Inner  London,  at  Limehouse  Basin. 
Breeding  records  are  given  below;  passage  records  are  summarised 
under  247/8. 

E  Corbels  Tey,  one  pair  probably  bred.  Dagenham  Chase,  one  pair  bred. 
Fairlop  GP,  one  pair  summered.  Walthamstow  Res,  ten  pairs  bred. 
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H  Amwell  GP,  11  pairs  reared  24  young.  Cheshunt  GP,  four  pairs  bred. 
Rye  Meads  SF,  36  pairs  reared  82  young.  Stanstead  Abbots  GP,  two 
pairs  bred  but  only  one  young  reared.  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  pair  reared 
three  young. 

M  Brent  Res,  four  pairs  reared  six  young.  Broadwater  GP,  three  pairs 
present,  two  pairs  reared  young.  Moorhall  GP,  one  pair  reared  two 
young.  Staines  Res,  16  pairs  bred  (13  on  north  basin  and  three  on  south) 
and  a  minimum  of  17  young  were  reared.  Inner  London :  Limehouse 
Basin,  E14,  one  pair  reared  two  young. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  pair  reared  two  young.  Old  Slade  GP,  four  pairs 
reared  at  least  four  young. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  pair  reared  one  young.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res,  five 
pairs  bred. 

247/8  Common/ Arctic  Tern  Sterna  hirundo/paradisaea 

Passage  records  of  Common  Terns  are  summarised  here,  together  with 
unspecified  observations  of  Common/Arctic  Terns.  The  first  bird  of  the 
year  was  on  the  exceptionally  early  date  of  Mar  25th  at  Amwell  GP.  This 
was  followed  by  three  at  West  Thurrock  on  29th  and  then  one  at  King 
George  V  Res  on  Apr  4th.  There  were  then  reports  at  three  sites  on  9th. 
The  subsequent  spring  passage  was  subdued  with  numbers  rising  to  24 
and  26  at  West  Thurrock  on  Apr  15th  and  23rd,  respectively,  and  28  at 
Staines  Res  on  26th,  then  40  on  May  4th.  Back  at  West  Thurrock  there 
were  31  on  May  13th  and  20  on  27th.  The  only  mid-summer  sighting  of 
note  was  a  first  summer  that  was  present  on  several  dates  at  Staines. 

Flocks  started  to  build  up  in  late  July  at  Thurrock  with  70  on  28th  and 
110  on  30th,  falling  to  40  by  Aug  5th.  A  flock  of  47  at  King  George  V 
Res  on  3rd  rose  to  64  by  10th  and  back  on  the  River  Thames  there  were 
55  at  Littlebrook  (8th),  25  at  Rainham  and  60  at  Thurrock  (both  12th). 
The  flock  at  Thurrock  increased  to  70  by  17th,  when  an  exceptional  flock 
of  150-200  birds  flew  NW  over  Beddington  SF.  By  19th  there  were  89  at 
Staines  and  45  at  Queen  Mary,  then  quite  suddenly  on  20th  a  flood  of 
birds  arrived  in  west  London  —  462  birds  at  six  reservoirs,  including  220 
at  Staines,  134  at  Queen  Mary  and  50  at  Bam  Elms,  many  of  these 
moving  through  during  the  day.  This  was  followed  by  another  surge  on 
26th  with  a  huge  total  of  385  flying  upriver  past  Battersea  Park,  122  at 
Staines  and  24  flying  S  at  Beddington  SF.  Numbers  on  the  River  Thames 
at  Thurrock  and  Littlebrook  remained  fairly  static  during  this  period  with 
between  60  and  80  birds  at  each  site.  A  brief  flurry  of  passage  took  place 
on  9th  when  62  birds  flew  W  over  King  George  VI,  but  at  Thurrock 
numbers  had  risen  to  200  by  16th,  subsiding  to  130  by  23rd.  There  were 
still  80  at  Littlebrook  on  20th  but  passage  stopped  abruptly  at  the  end  of 
September  and  the  only  October  records  were  singles  at  Queen  Mary  on 
7th  and  Littlebrook  on  9th,  two  at  Thurrock  on  21st  and  the  last  bird  of 
the  year  at  the  same  site  on  28th. 

M/S  Inner  London :  Camley  Street  Natural  Park,  one  on  July  11th.  King’s 
Cross,  one  on  July  3rd.  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  June  22nd.  River  Thames 
at  Battersea  Park,  22  on  Aug  15th,  three  on  17th  and  385  on  26th  (all 
flying  upriver).  River  Thames  at  Tower  Bridge,  one  on  Aug  26th.  River 
Thames  at  Wapping,  one  on  June  3rd. 

248  Arctic  Tern  Sterna  paradisaea 

An  unexceptional  year  with  only  two  medium-sized  flocks  in  spring  (both 
at  Staines)  and  a  widespread  scattering  of  records  during  the  autumn, 
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with  no  more  than  six  birds  together  at  any  one  site. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  three  on  Apr  19th,  one  on  22nd  (PJV),  two  on  Aug 
10th  (SCr),  one  on  13th  (GJW),  six  on  15th,  one  on  16th  and  19th,  seven 
on  25th  and  two  on  26th  and  27th  (SCr).  Nazeing  GP,  one  on  Apr  22nd 
and  24th  (GJW).  Walthamstow  Res,  one  on  Sept  10th  (SCr,  GJW).  West 
Thurrock,  one  on  Apr  23rd,  three  on  May  27th,  one  from  July  28th  to 
30th,  then  one  or  three  on  eight  dates  between  Aug  4th  and  27th,  four  on 
28th,  three  on  Sept  10th  and  one  on  16th,  23rd  and  30th  (MKD). 

H  Amwell  GP,  three  on  Apr  23rd  and  one  on  Sept  10th  (BR,  GJW). 

M  Broadwater  GP,  one  on  May  2nd  (AVM).  King  George  VI  Res,  two  on 
Sept  2nd,  one  on  9th  and  17th,  two  on  23rd  and  one  on  24th  and  27th 
(AVM,  PN).  Queen  Mary  Res,  one  on  Aug  19th,  23rd  and  26th,  three  on 
Aug  27th  and  one  on  31st  (AVM  et  at).  Staines  Res,  one  on  Apr  11th,  three 
on  12th  and  20th,  six  on  22nd,  one  on  23rd,  two  on  26th  (CL,  ass  et  al ), 
c50  on  29th,  23  on  May  1st,  one  on  12th  and  13th,  four  on  14th  (PN,  JAH 
et  al),  two  on  Aug  20th,  one  on  26th,  three  on  27th,  then  one  or  two  on 
six  dates  between  29th  and  Sept  24th  (RBH,  AVM,  PN  et  al). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  on  July  31st  (GBL). 

K  Erith  Marshes,  one  on  Aug  30th  (NRW).  Littlebrook  PS,  singles  on  Aug 
6th,  8th,  9th,  19th,  22nd  and  24th  and  Sept  14th  and  18th  and  from  20th 
to  25th  (BEWetal). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  singles  on  Sept  10th  and  17th  (CFr,  RBH).  Hersham  GP, 
two  on  May  6th  (ML).  Holmethorpe  SP,  one  on  Aug  26th  (GWJH).  Island 
Bam  Res,  five  on  Apr  20th,  two  on  21st  and  May  6th  and  nine  on  June 
1st  (ML,  PGWS,  SJS). 

1988  Additional  Records 
M  Wraysbury  Res,  one  on  Aug  25th  (CL). 

K  Littlebrook  PS,  two  on  Aug  14th  and  three  on  Sept  16th  (RD). 

1988  Correction 

In  the  table  of  first  and  last  dates  of  migrants  ( LBR  53:  111),  the  date  of 
the  first  arrival  should  have  been  given  as  Apr  9th,  not  as  shown. 

251  Little  Tern  Sterna  albifrons 

A  fairly  typical  set  of  records,  well  distributed  between  May  and 
September  and  also  across  the  Area.  Nine  records  of  11  birds  is  slightly 
less  than  the  recent  average. 

E  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Sept  16th  (ABl,  MKD). 

H  Aldenham  Res,  one  on  June  27th  (CME).  Amwell  GP,  two  on  June  13th 
(GJW). 

M  Broadwater  GP,  two  on  July  9th  (JE).  Queen  Mary  Res,  one  on  May  6th 
(DSD,  PGWS).  Staines  Res,  one  on  May  3rd  (ASS). 

K  Littlebrook  GP,  singles  on  Aug  19th  (RD)  and  Sept  14th  (CWn,  RWn). 

S  Island  Bam  Res,  one  on  May  3rd  (DML). 

1988  Additional  Record 
K  Littlebrook  PS,  two  on  Sept  16th  (RD). 

253  Black  Tern  Chlidonias  niger 

The  spring  passage  involved  about  185  birds  at  13  localities  and  spread 
from  Apr  25th  to  May  29th.  The  first  birds  of  the  year  were  at  King 
George  VI  and  Staines  Reservoirs  on  Apr  25th,  followed  by  one  at 
Thamesmead  on  26th.  Up  to  four  birds  were  at  four  sites  from  May  2nd 
to  5th,  then  a  flock  of  71  arrived  at  Staines  on  6th  with  six  at  Island  Bam 
Res  the  same  day.  A  further  influx  occurred  on  8th  with  45  at  Staines  and 
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21  at  Rainham  and  15  at  Island  Bam  the  following  day.  Apart  from  nine 
at  Amwell  GP  on  20th  there  were  no  more  than  five  at  any  site  during  the 
rest  of  the  spring. 

The  only  mid-summer  records  were  in  June:  one  at  King  George  V  Res 
on  5th  and  two  at  Staines  on  18th;  there  were  no  July  records.  The 
autumn  passage  extended  from  Aug  9th  to  Oct  1st  and  involved  398  birds 
at  15  localities.  The  first  birds  back  were  on  Aug  9th  —  ten  at  Staines  and 
one  at  Broadwater  GP,  but  no  more  until  19th  when  south  easterly  winds 
produced  a  glut  of  birds  in  south-west  London:  170  at  Staines,  55  at  King 
George  VI  and  19  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  The  first  birds  at  West  Thurrock 
were  ten  on  21st,  rising  to  14  by  25th  and  then  rapidly  increasing  to  70 
on  26th.  Rather  surprisingly,  considering  the  widespread  Common  Tem 
movement  the  same  day,  there  were  no  other  significant  flocks  in  London 
on  26th.  Numbers  during  September  were  low,  with  up  to  three  at  many 
sites;  the  only  detectable  movement  occurred  on  10th  with  six  at 
Thurrock  and  11  at  King  George  VI.  Thereafter  only  Thurrock  held 
more  than  three  birds  (up  to  six)  during  the  rest  of  the  month  and  the  last 
birds  of  the  year  were  at  Queen  Mother  Res  and  Tyttenhanger  GP  on  Oct 
1st.  The  only  Inner  London  record  for  the  year  was  on  the  River  Thames 
at  Battersea  Park,  three  on  Aug  26th  (BM). 

1988  Correction 

In  the  table  of  first  and  last  dates  of  migrants  (. LBR  53:  111),  the  details 
of  the  first  arrival  should  have  been  given  as  Apr  19th  at  Island  Bam  Res 
(MLd),  not  as  shown. 

261  Puffin  Fratercula  arctica 

M  Wraysbury  Res,  one  seen  during  the  morning  on  Oct  24th  (CL)  had 
disappeared  by  late  afternoon. 

The  first  since  1986  and  the  tenth  during  the  last  13  years.  The  majority 
of  sightings  have  been  along  the  River  Thames:  the  last  sighting  at  a 
reservoir  was  in  1978  and  prior  to  that  there  had  been  none  since  1958. 
October  is  traditionally  the  best  month. 

263  Feral  Rock  Dove  Columha  tivia 

More  reports  of  this  overlooked  species  were  received  this  year.  It 
appears  to  be  fairly  numerous  in  most  urban  and  suburban  areas  but  has 
been  reported  from  several  rural  tetrads  during  Breeding  Atlas  fieldwork. 
The  largest  flocks  outside  Inner  London  were  1,000  at  Amwell  GP  on 
May  6th,  300  there  in  August,  300  on  fields  around  Hainault  Forest  in 
August  and  October,  350  at  Ockendon  on  July  9th  and  300  at  Waltham 
Abbey  GP  on  Oct  22nd.  Reports  of  more  than  50  birds  in  Inner  London, 
where  the  species  breeds  widely,  came  from  Archbishop’s  Park 
(maximum  175  on  Sept  26th),  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  (c600 
on  Feb  11th),  St  James’s  Park  (225  on  Feb  11th)  and  the  foreshore  of  the 
River  Thames  at  Westminster  (maximum  61  on  Apr  13th). 

264  Stock  Dove  Columha  oenas 

The  number  of  pairs  reported  in  the  breeding  season  in  each  county  is 
shown  below. 

Inner 

Essex  Herts  Middx  London  Bucks  Kent  Surrey 

48  6+  26  3  -  10+  15+ 
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The  species  is  still  fairly  well  if  thinly  distributed  in  the  more  rural  parts 
of  the  Area.  There  is  evidence  of  a  decline  in  the  Dagnam  Park  and 
Hainault  Forest  areas  of  Essex  and  at  Osterley  Park  there  were  only  eight 
pairs  compared  with  20  in  1988.  The  largest  breeding  concentration  was 
ten  pairs  at  Weald  Park.  The  largest  non-breeding  flocks  were  reported  at 
Broadwater  GP  (150  on  Jan  7th  and  200  on  Dec  10th),  Erith  Marshes 
(320  in  January,  300  in  February,  100  in  March,  150  in  November  and 
250  in  December)  and  Essendon  (150  on  Apr  22nd).  Inner  London 
records  are  summarised  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair  from  May  to  July,  breeding 
not  proven.  Regent’s  Park,  one  pair  bred;  highest  count  15  on  Nov  9th. 
St  James’s  Park,  one  from  Apr  2nd  to  Sept  8th  became  very  tame;  a 
second  bird  was  seen  in  May. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  July  31st. 

265  Woodpigeon  Columba  palumbus 

Although  widespread  in  small  numbers  at  the  start  of  the  year  there  were 
no  large-scale  movements  or  major  concentrations,  presumably  a 
reflection  of  the  mild  winter  weather.  Few  comments  were  received  on 
breeding  numbers  but  preliminary  Atlas  results  indicate  a  healthy 
population  throughout  the  London  Area  with  birds  found  in  most  tetrads 
surveyed.  Large  flocks  were  a  feature  of  the  autumn  from  August 
onwards.  1,000  were  at  Colney  Heath  on  Aug  5th.  A  general  influx  was 
apparent  in  late  October  and  early  November.  13,000  flew  S  over 
Hogsmill  SF  on  Nov  5th  and  10,000  flew  W  over  Collier  Row,  Romford, 
the  next  day.  Smaller  movements  were  noted  elsewhere  at  the  same  time 
and  numbers  remained  high  for  the  rest  of  the  year.  The  largest  flocks 
reported  during  this  period  were  at  Coppetts  Wood  (1,000  in  November 
and  December),  Hainault  Forest  (1,000  on  Nov  11th),  Hatfield  (3,000  on 
Nov  17th),  London  Colney  (5,000  on  Nov  26th)  and  Tyttenhanger  GP 
(2,000  on  Dec  24th).  Inner  London  records  are  summarised  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Aberdare  Road,  NW6,  two  or  three  pairs  bred.  Essex 
Road,  Nl,  one  pair  had  two  broods.  Green  Park,  one  pair  bred;  16  on 
Feb  11th.  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  40  on  Feb  11th.  Regent’s 
Park,  an  incomplete  survey  found  14  pairs;  30  on  Feb  11th  and  a  heavy 
movement  of  birds  on  Nov  24th.  St  James’s  Park,  24  on  Feb  11th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  22  pairs  bred.  St  Thomas’  Hospital,  one 
pair  bred.  Waterloo,  21  flew  W  on  Dec  22nd. 

266  Collared  Dove  Streptopelia  decaocto 

Widely  recorded  for  the  Breeding  Atlas  but  rather  sparsely  from  the  inner 
suburban  zone  and  only  once  in  Inner  London.  Few  comments  were 
received  on  changes  of  status  and  numbers  appear  to  be  stable  in  most 
suburban  and  rural  areas.  For  the  second  year  a  definite  increase  was 
noted  in  the  Hainault  Forest  area  and  at  least  eight  pairs  bred  in  each 
lkm  square  in  the  Romford  area.  Outside  the  breeding  season  few  large 
record  flocks  were  reported,  by  far  the  largest  being  200  at  Coopers 
Green  on  Nov  5th  and  100  at  Epsom  Common  on  Oct  6th.  The  only 
Inner  London  record  is  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Mar  7th  (ARD). 
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267  Turtle  Dove  Streptopelia  turtur 

One  at  South  Norwood  CP  on  Apr  23rd  was  the  first  of  the  year  and  was 
followed  by  a  scattering  of  birds  in  most  areas  by  the  end  of  the  month. 
A  small  influx  occurred  in  the  first  week  of  May  and  included  ten  flying 
N  over  Queen  Mary  GP  on  6th.  No  comments  were  received  on 
significant  changes  in  status  but  the  species  appears  to  be  fairly 
widespread  in  rural  areas.  At  least  eight  pairs  were  present  at  Rye  Meads 
SF.  Birds  were  present  in  at  least  17  tetrads  in  TQ49  and  18  in  TQ58  but 
only  one  in  TQ48,  indicating  the  inner  limits  of  breeding  in  Essex.  Few 
birds  were  reported  after  the  end  of  August  with  the  last  at  Kempton  Park 
Res  on  Sept  25th. 

M  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Apr  24th  and  May  2nd,  4th  and 
9th,  but  two  on  5th  and  four  on  20th. 

269  Ring-necked  Parakeet  Ps iliac ula  krameri 

Birds  were  found  at  more  than  50  localities  during  the  year,  maintaining 
the  position  of  recent  years.  The  great  majority  of  records  came  from 
south  of  the  River  Thames,  Bucks  and  Middx;  the  species  is  still 
surprisingly  scarce  in  Essex  and  Herts.  Some  notable  roost 
concentrations  were  found  in  the  Chertsey  Lock  area  of  Middx  and  the 
Horton  GP  and  Wraysbury  GP  areas  of  Bucks,  where  a  record  142  were 
counted.  Breeding  records,  counts  of  more  than  ten  and  all  records  from 
Essex  and  Herts  are  given  below. 

E  Chingford,  one  on  May  5th.  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Nov  6th. 
Leytonstone,  one  on  Oct  2nd.  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Sept  6th. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  Sept  10th. 

M  Chertsey  Lock,  86  flew  SE  on  Jan  15th.  Ravenscourt  Park,  W6,  c30  in 
October.  Shepperton  Lock,  50  on  Apr  14th  and  c45  on  July  1st.  Osterley 
Park,  two  pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season. 

B  Horton  GP,  130  at  roost  on  Dec  2nd  and  3rd.  Wraysbury  GP,  114  at  pre¬ 
roost  gathering  on  Nov  21st  and  142  at  roost  on  Dec  15th. 

K  Downham,  20+  during  August.  Hither  Green  Cemetry,  23+  on  Jan  22nd 
and  42+  on  Dec  31st.  Petts  Wood,  three  pairs  present.  Pond  Wood,  one 
pair  present. 

S  Hersham  GP,  up  to  29  going  to  roost  during  the  year.  Kew  Gardens,  c25 
at  roost  during  the  autumn. 

271  Cuckoo  Cu cuius  canorus 

Arrival  was  earlier  than  usual  with  the  first  at  Oxhey  on  Apr  6th, 
followed  by  others  at  several  localities  from  10th  onwards.  Birds  had 
arrived  in  most  areas  by  the  end  of  the  third  week  of  April.  During  the 
breeding  season  birds  were  widespread  in  small  numbers  in  the  outer 
parts  of  the  Area  with,  for  example,  reports  of  single  birds  from  at  least 
ten  localities  in  the  Epsom/Walton  area  of  Surrey.  A  total  of  four  birds 
heard  at  Hainault  Forest  was  down  on  the  five  or  six  in  most  recent  years 
but  the  recent  increase  at  Rainham  Marsh  was  maintained  with  up  to  five 
males  and  two  or  three  females.  Juveniles  were  reported  from  several 
areas  in  late  July  and  August  but  very  few  were  seen  after  the  first  week 
of  September.  The  last  bird  of  the  year  was  at  Kingswood,  Hamsey  (S), 
on  Sept  29th.  Three  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Apr  17th  and  May  21st  (ARD). 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  June  30th  (BM). 
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274  Barn  Owl  Tyto  alba 

Although  birds  were  reported  from  only  12  localities,  the  fact  that 
breeding  was  confirmed  in  Herts  and  the  presence  of  birds  in  Bucks  give 
some  hope  for  the  future.  The  stronghold  of  this  species  in  the  London 
Area  continues  to  be  the  rural  parts  of  Essex,  where  the  total  population 
could  be  as  high  as  eight  or  ten  pairs.  However,  threats  to  young  birds 
from  unscrupulous  ‘collectors’  continues  to  put  even  these  sites  at  risk. 
Very  few  are  now  seen  in  Kent,  while  the  situation  in  Surrey  is  confused 
by  released  feral  birds  (see  Appendix  I);  the  1988  record  from  Richmond 
Park  (. LBR  53:  73)  is  now  thought  to  relate  to  one  of  two  birds  released  in 
Bushy  Park.  All  records  are  given  below,  summarised  for  the  main 
breeding  areas. 

E  Great  Warley,  one  to  two  during  January.  Harold  Hill,  one  on  Dec  6th. 
Havering,  one  to  two  during  the  first  half  of  the  year.  North  Ockendon 
area,  present  during  the  summer.  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Nov  11th. 
Roding  Valley,  at  least  one  pair  present. 

H  Hatfield  Park,  one  pair  bred  rearing  three  young.  Panshanger  Park, 
singles  on  July  6th,  Aug  6th  and  Sept  17th.  Rye  Meads  SF,  one  on  Apr 
4th  and  present  in  December. 

M  Coppetts  Wood  NR,  one  flushed  during  the  day  on  Apr  23rd.  Inner 
London :  Lincoln’s  Inn,  WC1,  one  was  seen  briefly  on  Nov  21st  (MRK). 

B  Black  Park  area,  one  to  two  in  January  and  February.  Wraysbury  GP, 
one  on  Sept  16th  and  Oct  7th  and  8th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Jan  14th. 

279  Little  Owl  Athene  noctua 

The  number  of  pairs  reported  in  the  breeding  season  in  each  county  is 
shown  below. 

Inner 

Essex  Herts  Middx  London  Bucks  Kent  Surrey 

12  4  8  1  6  11 

Just  over  40  pairs  were  located  in  the  breeding  season,  the  majority  in 
Essex  and  Surrey.  Birds  were  found  in  well  over  90  localities  during  the 
year  and  the  species  is  still  reasonably  widespread  in  the  rural  parts  of 
the  Area.  There  is  no  evidence  of  any  recent  change  in  status,  but  it  is 
now  certainly  less  numerous  in  parts  of  south  Essex  than  during  the 
1968-72  Atlas  survey.  The  only  Inner  London  record  is  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  all  year  (ARD). 

280  Tawny  Owl  Strix  aluco 

Reported  from  well  over  70  localities  during  the  year  with  at  least  60 
pairs  present,  this  species  is  well  distributed  in  the  suburban  and  rural 
parts  of  the  London  Area  and  continues  to  be  the  only  breeding  owl  in 
Inner  London.  More  reports  from  the  inner  suburban  area  would  be 
welcome  but  a  full  picture  of  its  distribution  will  probably  have  to  wait 
until  the  results  of  the  new  Breeding  Atlas  are  known.  Local 
concentrations  included  single  birds  at  nine  localities  in  the 
Walton/Epsom  area  of  Surrey,  four  territories  in  Regent’s  Park,  three 
pairs  at  Brent  Res,  three  territories  in  the  Alexandra  Park  area  and,  in 
Essex,  breeding  at  Dagnam  Park  (3  pairs),  Hainault  Forest  (5),  Havering 
(4)  and  Weald  Park  (3).  Inner  London  records  are  summarised  below. 

M  Inner  London :  Belsize  Grove,  NW3,  one  on  Nov  28th  (DR).  Buckingham 
Palace  Gardens,  present  during  the  breeding  season  (CRPWG).  Cross 
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Street,  Nl,  one  picked  up  stunned  on  Nov  21st  (NB).  Hyde  Park,  present 
all  year  and  may  have  bred  (CRPWG).  Regent’s  Park,  four  territories  but 
no  young  seen  (ARD). 

S  Inner  London :  Battersea  Park,  one  pair  present  all  year;  bred  successfully 
(BM). 


281  Long-eared  Owl  Asio  otus 

Only  one  roost,  in  Essex,  was  occupied  by  two  birds  at  the  start  of  the 
year,  the  lowest  number  for  some  years.  Breeding  possibly  occurred  at  a 
site  in  Herts  and  young  were  found  at  a  well-wooded  site  in  Essex, 
following  an  increase  in  breeding  records  in  the  county  outside  the 
London  Area  in  recent  years.  An  influx  in  early  November  was 
responsible  for  a  number  of  scattered  singletons  in  Essex,  Kent  and 
Surrey  and  the  main  Essex  roost  was  again  occupied,  with  at  least  nine 
and  possibly  up  to  11  birds  during  December.  All  records  are  given  but 
those  at  the  main  sites  are  summarised. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  one  on  Dec  16th.  Buckhurst  Hill,  one  on  Nov  24th. 
Dagenham  Chase,  two  from  Jan  1st  to  Feb  28th;  present  from  Nov  19th 
with  at  least  nine,  possibly  11,  birds  present  by  late  December.  Epping 
Forest,  adult  and  young  birds  heard  calling  in  June.  Fairlop,  one  on  Nov 
27th.  Walthamstow  Res,  one  on  Nov  13th. 

H  Broxboume  Woods,  two  calling  on  Apr  20th  and  into  May  in  suitable 
breeding  habitat.  Cheshunt  GP,  two  in  December.  Rye  Meads  SF,  one 
found  dead  on  Mar  30th. 

K  Locality  withheld,  one  on  Oct  22nd. 

S  Ham  Lands,  one  on  Apr  23rd,  two  on  Oct  31st  and  one  on  Nov  1st. 
Mitcham  Common,  one  on  Nov  5th. 

282  Short-eared  Owl  Asio  flammeus 

Well  over  half  of  the  18  birds  that  remained  in  the  Area  at  the  start  of  the 
year  were  at  Rainham  Marsh,  reinforcing  the  importance  of  this 
threatened  site  for  the  species  in  London.  Numbers  at  Rainham  remained 
high  for  the  rest  of  the  winter  but,  apart  from  a  small  influx  in  March  and 
April,  few  were  seen  elsewhere.  Birds  lingered  well  into  May  at  two 
localities  and  a  pair  summered  at  one  site  and  may  have  bred,  the  second 
such  record  in  recent  years.  The  first  returning  birds  were  not  in 
evidence  until  well  into  October,  much  later  than  usual.  A  small-scale 
influx  was  responsible  for  a  scattering  of  records  in  November  but, 
except  at  Rainham  Marsh,  numbers  remained  low  for  the  rest  of  the  year. 
Records  are  summarised  in  the  following  table  and  by  county  below. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Essex  12  12  17  4  3  3  12  13  11 

Others  6  9  8  7  1 _  3  7  4 

Total  18  21  25  11  4  3  15  20  15 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  two  on  Mar  11th  and  one  on  Dec  16th.  Chigwell  Res, 
one  in  January  and  February.  Fairlop,  singles  on  Mar  31st,  Sept  30th  and 
from  Oct  27th  to  Nov  4th.  North  Ockendon,  two  on  Mar  25th.  Rainham 
Marsh,  up  to  12  from  January  to  March,  two  or  three  in  April  and  May, 
one  or  two  in  late  September,  eight  to  ten  in  October,  12  in  November 
and  at  least  ten  in  December.  Sewardstone,  one  on  Apr  17th.  Waltham 
Abbey,  singles  in  January  and  February  and  on  Mar  4th  and  31st. 
Walthamstow  Res,  one  on  Oct  15th.  Wm  Girling  Res,  one  on  Oct  9th. 

H  Bowyers  GP,  two  in  February  and  singles  on  Mar  6th  and  31st  and  Apr 
25th  and  26th. 
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M  Hounslow  Heath,  one  in  January,  three  in  February  and  March,  one  on 
Apr  9th  and  two  on  19th.  Perry  Oaks  SF,  two  on  Apr  9th  and  one  on 
25th.  Rammey  Marsh,  two  on  Feb  12th  and  singles  from  Apr  7th  to  23rd 
and  on  Nov  18th.  Staines  Res,  singles  on  Feb  17th  and  Oct  4th.  Vicarage 
Farm,  Enfield,  one  on  Mar  13th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  one  flew  NE  on  Nov  12th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  three  on  Jan  22nd,  one  on  Nov  17th  and  two  to  three  in 
December. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Nov  12th.  Dungeon  Hill,  Woodmansteme, 
singles  on  Oct  2nd  and  Nov  17th  and  18th.  Hersham  GP,  two  on  Feb 
12th,  singles  on  Mar  5th,  11th  and  17th,  two  on  Apr  8th  and  singles  on 
Nov  12th  and  Dec  27th.  Island  Bam  Res,  singles  on  May  7th  and  Nov 
5th.  South  Norwood  CP,  singles  on  Mar  26th  and  from  Apr  6th  to  8th. 
Walton  Heath,  one  on  Mar  25th. 

1986  Correction 

K  Orpington,  one  flew  S  on  Oct  16th,  not  N  as  stated  in  LBR  51:  81. 

284  Nightjar  Caprimulgus  europaeus 

The  slight  improvement  noted  last  year  was  maintained  with  breeding 
season  records  from  three  localities.  A  traditional  site  in  Herts  was 
occupied  again,  numbers  there  having  remained  stable  for  nearly  a 
decade.  However,  apart  from  a  single  record  at  a  site  in  Bucks  for  the 
second  successive  year,  there  are  no  signs  that  this  species  is  expanding 
away  from  its  Herts  stronghold.  All  records  are  given  below. 

H  Locality  withheld,  present  from  May  14th  with  up  to  two  males  present; 
at  least  one  pair  bred  with  two  juveniles  on  July  22nd;  last  reported  on 
Aug  5th.  Locality  withheld,  two  males  present  in  June. 

B  Locality  withheld,  a  male  churning  and  displaying  on  June  23rd. 

289  Swift  Apus  apus 

Arrival  in  spring  was  earlier  than  usual  with  the  first  birds  at  Bam  Elms 
and  Staines  Reservoirs  on  Apr  20th.  Numbers  quickly  built  up  at  the 
latter  locality  to  300  by  30th  and  over  1,000  the  next  day.  There  were  at 
least  1,500  at  Island  Bam  Res  on  Apr  26th  and  1,000  there  on  28th. 
Movement  continued  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  May  with  this  species 
outnumbering  House  Martin  in  most  areas.  During  May  the  largest  flocks 
were  1,000  over  Staines  Res,  800  at  Hilfield  Park  Res  and  500  at  Bam 
Elms  Res,  all  on  12th,  and  500  at  Broadwater  GP  on  26th.  A  bird  at  Bam 
Elms  Res  on  10th  had  much  white  on  its  underparts  and  back.  No 
significant  changes  in  breeding  numbers  or  distribution  were  noted.  Mid¬ 
summer  flocks  were  a  feature  from  early  June  onwards  and  included 
2,000  at  Staines  Res  on  June  4th,  1,000  at  Hilfield  Park  Res  on  June  1st 
and  1,100  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  July  8th.  Although  numbers  in  favoured 
feeding  areas  remained  high  until  early  August,  departure  was  on 
average  a  fortnight  earlier  than  usual  with  very  few  seen  later  in  the 
month.  Only  a  few  single  birds  were  reported  in  September  with  the  last 
at  Beddington  SF  on  20th.  Inner  London  records  are  summarised  below. 

M  Inner  London :  Up  to  50  seen  regularly  at  several  sites,  with  first  at 
Regent’s  Park  on  Apr  26th  and  last  there  on  Aug  21st.  Steele’s  Road, 
NW3,  one  pair  bred. 

S  Inner  London :  Widely  reported  after  the  first  at  Battersea  Park  on  Apr 
24th  with  100  there  on  June  6th. 
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291  Alpine  Swift  Apus  melba 

S  Croham  Hurst  GC,  one  on  Aug  12th  (PHt). 

The  12th  record  for  the  London  Area.  This  bird  was  watched  for  only 
three  minutes  before  it  flew  W.  The  last  two  records  were  both  in  1983. 

293  Kingfisher  Alcedo  atthis 

The  fortunes  of  this  species  in  the  London  Area  have  doubtless  been 
aided  by  two  successive  mild  winters.  It  was  found  at  well  over  100 
localities  during  the  year  and  at  least  74  pairs  were  located  during  the 
breeding  season,  the  highest  number  since  before  the  1962/63  winter  and 
possibly  a  record  for  any  single  year. 

Essex  Herts  Middx  Bucks  Kent  Surrey 
Localities  26  25  40  3  14  13 

Pairs  12  20  18  1  8  14 

Evidence  of  successful  breeding  came  from  well  over  half  these  sites 
which,  given  further  mild  winters,  should  ensure  a  further  increase  in 
numbers.  It  is  now  fairly  widespread  throughout  the  London  Area  but  the 
majority  were  again  found  north  of  the  River  Thames  in  Essex,  Herts  and 
Middx.  The  greatest  concentration  was  along  the  River  Lea  and  included 
no  less  than  five  pairs  in  the  Cheshunt  GP  area.  Birds  were  also  widely 
reported  from  the  canal  network  in  Middx.  South  of  the  River  Thames  it 
was  less  numerous  and  may  be  under- recorded  in  some  areas.  Three 
pairs  bred  at  Thamesmead,  the  most  at  a  single  locality. 

Outside  the  breeding  season,  single  birds  were  found  at  many  additional 
localities,  some  away  from  water,  particularly  north  of  the  River  Thames. 
Birds  were  seen  in  several  quite  built-up  areas  and  on  the  Thames-side 
marshes.  By  far  the  greatest  numbers  were  again  in  the  Lea  Valley  with 
eight  at  Amwell  GP  in  August  and  the  same  number  at  Cheshunt  GP  in 
December.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  July  5th  (ARD). 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  July  20th  and  Sept  13th  (BM). 

297  Hoopoe  Upupa  epops 


S  Hogsmill  SF,  one  on  Apr  30th  flew  off  NW  (PGWS). 
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298  Wryneck 


Jynx  torquiUa 


M  Alexandra  Park,  one  on  Aug  30th  (PL).  Brent  Res,  one  on  Sept  23rd 
(RBd). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  one  on  May  5th  (FRC). 

Three  records  is  about  the  recent  average. 

1981  Additional  Record 

K  Orpington,  one  on  Sept  5th  flew  off  SW  (RD). 

300  Green  Woodpecker  Picus  viridis 

There  were  records  from  at  least  80  localities  and,  while  few  comments 
were  received  on  breeding  status,  it  appears  to  be  stable  in  most  areas.  At 
least  11  pairs  bred  at  both  Hainault  Forest  and  Wimbledon  Common. 
One  at  Harefield  Place  GP  on  July  8th  was  on  the  cross  arm  of  an 
electricity  pylon.  The  only  Inner  London  record  is  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Kensal  Green  Cemetery,  one  on  Apr  1st  (MG I). 

302  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  Dendrocopus  major 

This  is  the  most  widespread  and  numerous  of  the  woodpeckers  in  the 
London  Area,  being  found  at  well  over  90  localities  during  the  year.  It 
penetrates  into  suburban  London  where  it  is  found  in  many  well-wooded 
parks.  As  usual,  by  far  the  largest  breeding  concentrations  were  at 
Wimbledon  Common,  where  25  pairs  bred,  and  Hainault  Forest,  where 
12  pairs  were  located.  It  is  fairly  common  in  the  well-wooded  parts  of 
Essex  and  was  described  as  ‘quite  common’  in  the  Bromley  Common, 
High  Elms  and  Petts  Wood  areas  of  Kent.  More  comments  on  changes  in 
breeding  status  would  be  welcome.  Inner  London  records  are  given 
below. 

M  Inner  London :  Kensington  Gardens,  one  in  breeding  season  (CRPWG). 
Regent’s  Park,  a  pair  for  most  of  the  year  (ARD).  Warwick  Avenue,  W2, 
one  on  Feb  16th  (DRr). 

S  Inner  London :  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  Jan  4th  (male),  Feb  9th 
(female),  July  7th,  Aug  20th  (male),  Sept  10th  and  22nd  and  Oct  12th 
(female)  (BM). 

303  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker  Dendrocopus  minor 

Although  it  is  easily  overlooked,  this  species  really  is  the  least  common 
woodpecker  in  the  London  Area.  Reported  from  70  localities,  about  the 
same  as  in  1988,  but  it  has  declined  in  some  areas,  including  south 
Essex.  More  reports  of  any  change  in  status  would  be  welcome, 
particularly  comparative  counts  over  a  series  of  years.  Localities  with 
three  or  more  pairs  included  Hainault  Forest,  Richmond  Park  and 
Wimbledon  Common.  Individuals  were  recorded  in  two  well-wooded 
gardens  in  Middx.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Mar  12th  and  21st  (ARD). 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  a  male  on  Sept  28th  and  Oct  2nd  and  12th 


(BM). 


310  Woodlark 


Lullula  arborea 


E  Hainault  Forest,  one  on  Oct  14th  (MKD). 

The  first  record  since  one  at  Sewardstone,  also  in  Essex,  in  April  1986. 
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This  bird  was  migrating  with  Skylarks  and  was  the  first  at  the  site  for 
nearly  30  years.  October  is  the  peak  month  for  migrants  on  the  coast. 

311  Skylark  Alauda  arvensis 

Numbers  throughout  the  Area  were  low  during  the  first  winter  period. 
The  largest  counts  were  all  below  average,  with  maxima  of  80  at 
Shenleybury  on  Jan  29th  and  60  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  Feb  4th.  No  other 
flocks  exceeded  50  in  number.  Breeding  records  included  80  pairs  at 
Rainham  Marsh,  18  pairs  at  Thamesmead  and  one  pair  at  Brent  Res, 
down  from  four  in  1988.  Autumn  passage  was  widely  noted  from  late 
September  onwards  with  a  peak  in  the  last  few  days  of  October  and  early 
November.  Counts  at  this  time  included  200  at  Fairlop  on  Nov  5th  and 
large  flocks  flying  S  at  King  George  V  Res  on  Oct  27th.  Smaller 
movements  were  reported  from  many  other  areas  at  this  time.  Wintering 
numbers  were  higher  than  at  the  start  of  the  year,  particularly  in 
December  when  the  highest  counts  were  at  Dartford  Marsh  (155  on  23rd 
and  28th),  Fairlop  (150  on  2nd)  and  Hainault  Forest  (150  on  26th).  Inner 
London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London :  Aberdare  Gardens,  NW6,  one  flew  over  on  Feb  3rd. 
Regent’s  Park,  seven  on  Oct  18th,  six  on  27th  and  ten  on  30th  and  Nov 
1st  and  6th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  four  on  Oct  15th  and  two  on  27th.  County 
Hall,  SE1,  nine  flew  west  in  30  minutes  on  Oct  12th.  Surrey  Docks,  at 
least  three  pairs  bred,  possibly  five. 

313  Sand  Martin  Riparia  riparia 

A  widespread  early  arrival  was  a  feature  of  March  with  the  first  birds  at 
Wraysbury  Res  on  7th  followed  by  others  in  most  areas  from  12th 
onwards.  By  the  end  of  the  third  week  small  flocks  were  being  reported 
from  many  localities  continuing  the  recent  increase  in  numbers  on 
migration  in  the  London  Area.  At  least  200  were  present  at  Dagenham 
Chase  on  Mar  30th,  100  at  King  George  V  Res  on  Apr  2nd,  170  at 
Littlebrook  on  3rd  and  300  at  Staines  Res  on  6th.  The  strong  passage 
continued  throughout  April  and  early  May  with  peak  counts  of  200  at 
Netherhall  GP  on  Apr  23rd,  200  at  Hilfield  Park  Res  on  24th,  200  at 
Sevenoaks  on  27th,  300-500  at  Island  Bam  Res  on  26th  and  150  at 
Amwell  GP  in  late  April  and  early  May. 

Reports  from  breeding  colonies  were  largely  incomplete,  but  at  least  875 
pairs  are  known  to  have  attempted  to  breed,  a  similar  number  to  last 
year.  As  shown  in  the  table  below,  the  majority  were  in  Essex  and 
Surrey,  but  there  was  considerable  movement  and  changing  of  colonies 
so  that  the  exact  picture  is  rather  confused.  At  one  Essex  colony  the  birds 
changed  location  three  times  during  the  summer  due  to  human 
interference  and  some  of  the  Surrey  colonies  were  destroyed  almost  as 
soon  as  the  young  fledged. 

Essex  Herts  Middx  Bucks  Kent  Surrey 
Nests  337  42  9  487 

Colonies  8  2  3  -  -  6 

Return  passage  began  in  July  with  1,000  at  Staines  Res  on  9th.  Some 
impressive  movements  were  recorded,  indicating  a  further  improvement 
in  the  species’  fortunes.  At  least  700  were  still  at  Staines  Res  on  Aug 
13th,  1,000  at  King  George  V  Res  on  Sept  3rd  and  2,000  at  Rainham 
Marsh  on  Sept  6th,  decreasing  to  1,000  on  13th.  Subsequent  numbers 
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were  much  lower  indicating  a  rapid  dispersal  out  of  the  Area.  Very  few 
were  reported  in  October,  the  last  being  two  at  Belhus  Woods  CP  and 
one  at  Beddington  SF  on  Oct  6th,  but  an  exceptionally  late  bird  was 
reported  in  mid-November  (see  below  under  Inner  London).  Inner 
London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  three  on  Apr  13th,  12  on  24th,  40  on  Sept 
30th  and  one  on  Nov  12th  (ARD). 

S  Inner  London'.  Battersea  Park,  two  on  Aug  14th,  four  on  18th  and  23rd, 
two  on  30th,  five  on  Sept  3rd  and  12  on  27th  and  30th  (BM). 

314  Swallow  Hirundo  rustica 

Following  the  first  at  Walthamstow  Res  on  Mar  27th  there  was  a 
scattering  of  reports  until  a  small  influx  at  the  start  of  April.  Few  large 
counts  were  reported  during  spring  passage  but  most  areas  had  their 
breeding  birds  back  by  the  end  of  the  second  week  of  April,  slightly 
earlier  than  usual.  Peak  counts  included  300  at  Netherhall  GP  on  Apr 
23rd  and  120  at  Hilfield  Park  Res  on  24th.  No  other  flocks  exceeded 
100.  The  only  comments  on  breeding  came  from  Osterley  Park  where, 
although  four  pairs  bred,  three  regular  sites  were  unoccupied  and  from 
Beddington  SF,  where  a  breeding  pair  was  the  first  for  many  years.  An 
unusual  record  concerns  a  pair  breeding  on  a  boat  on  the  River  Thames 
at  Hampton.  High  autumn  counts  included  250  at  Dewes  Farm  GP  on 
Aug  20th,  250  at  Troy  Mill  GP  on  Aug  22nd,  300  at  Staines  Res  on  Sept 
9th  and  250  at  Amwell  GP  the  same  day.  Up  to  100  birds  were  also 
recorded  from  several  other  sites  in  late  August  and  September  but,  apart 
from  80  at  Amwell  GP  on  3rd  and  100  at  Staines  Res  on  7th,  few  were 
seen  during  October.  Final  departure  was  earlier  than  usual  with  the  last 
bird  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  Oct  28th.  Inner  London  records  are 
summarised  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  one  on  Apr  5th.  Regent’s  Park,  first  seen  Apr 
21st,  largest  count  20  on  Sept  14th,  last  one  on  Oct  29th.  St  James’s 
Park,  one  on  May  8th,  three  on  Sept  21st  and  five  on  Oct  4th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  Apr  11th,  May  8th  and  Aug 
13th,  six  on  Sept  16th,  20+  on  27th  and  25+  on  30th.  River  Thames  at 
Westminster,  two  flew  NW  on  Apr  26th  and  one  flew  WNW  on  June 
23rd. 

316  House  Martin  Delkhon  urbica 

Although  the  first  birds  returned  on  time  the  main  passage  was 
remarkably  late  with  the  bulk  of  the  birds  not  back  until  the  first  week  of 
June.  One  at  Staines  Res  on  the  exceptionally  early  date  of  Mar  12th  was 
the  first  of  the  year,  followed  by  others  at  several  localities  by  the  end  of 
the  month.  Very  few  were  reported  during  April  but  a  small  passage  was 
evident  from  the  end  of  the  third  week.  Counts  at  this  time  included  200 
at  Island  Bam  Res  on  26th  and  100  at  Amwell  GP  on  23rd.  The  main 
breeding  season  was  delayed  in  most  areas  by  at  least  a  month;  some 
nests  were  still  being  built  in  early  August.  Arrival  in  the  Bromley  area 
was  not  until  early  June  with  some  birds  finding  that  the  previous  year’s 
nests  had  been  occupied  by  House  Sparrows.  Many  nests  in  some  areas 
were  still  being  tended  well  into  October. 

Return  passage  began  in  late  August  and  included  some  impressive 
counts.  1,000  were  present  at  Staines  Res  in  late  August,  increasing  to 
5,000  by  the  weekend  of  Sept  9th  and  10th,  when  at  least  1,000  were 
also  present  at  Queen  Mary  and  King  George  VI  Reservoirs.  Other  high 
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September  counts  included  1,000  at  both  King  George  V  and  Queen 
Mother  Reservoirs  on  3rd  and  1,000  at  Beddington  SF  on  15th.  Numbers 
at  Rainham  Marsh  peaked  much  later,  with  a  maximum  of  3,000  on  Oct 
1st,  when  1,000  were  at  Sevenoaks.  Numbers  quickly  subsided  and  most 
birds  had  moved  out  of  the  Area  by  the  end  of  the  second  week  of 
October.  A  few  late  breeders  lingered  until  the  end  of  the  month  with  the 
last  at  Staines  Res  on  Nov  5th. 

M/S  Inner  London :  At  least  60  nests  were  reported  from  about  14  colonies 
including  small  numbers  in  the  Victoria  Park  and  Wapping  areas.  More 
reports  of  the  continuing  colonisation  of  East  London  would  be  welcome. 
Birds  were  widely  reported  over  central  London  during  the  summer 
months  with  a  maximum  of  1,000  over  Battersea  Park  on  Sept  17th  and 
up  to  500  for  the  rest  of  the  month  at  the  same  site. 

317  Richard’s  Pipit  Anthus  novaeseelandiae 

E  Dagnam  Park,  one  on  Oct  2nd  and  3rd  (CRJ  et  at). 

This  is  the  11th  London  Area  record  and  the  seventh  in  autumn.  Seven  of 
the  last  eight  have  been  at  this  time  of  year. 

318  Tawny  Pipit  Anthus  campestris 

S  Beddington  SF,  a  juvenile/ first  winter  from  Sept  30th  to  Oct  3rd  (GDJM  et 

at). 

Perhaps  surprisingly,  this  was  only  the  fifth  ever  record  of  this  species  in 
the  London  Area.  It  was  found  almost  exactly  20  years  to  the  day  after 
the  last,  at  Hayes,  Middx,  on  Sept  29th  1969.  The  three  records  before 
that  were  in  1954  and  1963  (two). 

320  Tree  Pipit  Anthus  trivialis 

The  number  of  singing  males  reported  showed  a  further,  if  slight, 
decline,  from  67  at  25  sites  in  1988  to  62  at  28  sites.  For  the  second  year 
running,  there  were  no  breeding  season  records  from  Kent  and  there  was 
also  none  from  Bucks.  The  first  bird  in  spring  was  at  Richmond  Park  on 
the  very  early  date  of  Mar  21st  and  the  last  in  autumn  was  at  Beddington 
SF  on  Oct  4th.  The  reported  breeding  season  distribution  is  given  below 
with  counts  of  more  than  one  singing  male  given  in  brackets. 

E  Dagnam  Park  (3).  Epping  Forest  (10).  Hainault  Forest.  Harlow.  Ongar 
Park  Woods  (8  pairs  bred).  Roding  Valley  (7).  Thomdon  Park.  Weald 
Park  (2). 

H  Balls  Wood.  Bencroft  Wood  (3).  Bramfield  Woods.  Broxboume  Woods. 
Cowheath  Wood  (2).  Hatfield  Park.  Mymmshall  Wood.  Northaw  Great 
Wood.  Radlett.  Wildhill. 

M  Hampstead  Heath  (on  one  day  only). 

S  Epsom  Common.  Esher  Common.  Holt  Wood.  Limpsfield  Chart.  Little 
Farleigh  Common.  Mercer  Park.  Richmond  Park.  Walton  Heath  (6). 
Wimbledon  Common  (2). 

322  Meadow  Pipit  Anthus  pratensis 

As  usual  the  Thames  Marshes  provided  the  majority  of  breeding  season 
records.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  pairs  reported, 
particularly  in  Surrey.  This  may  be  due  to  the  number  of  observers 
taking  part  in  atlas  projects  giving  a  better  picture  of  a  sometimes 
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unobtrusive  species.  Long  term  prospects  are  not  encouraging  with  the 
pressure  on  suitable  habitat  in  the  Thames  Marshes.  The  species  is 
widely  reported  on  passage  and  in  winter.  The  largest  flocks  reported 
were  240  at  Beddington  SF  and  150  at  Rainham  Marsh  in  October. 
Records  of  singing  males  or  known  breeding  pairs  (with  numbers  above 
one  in  brackets)  and  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

E  Barking  (3).  Belhus  Woods  CP  (2).  Berwick  Ponds  (2).  Buckhurst  Hill 
(3).  Corbets  Tey  (6).  Fairlop  (6).  Hornchurch  CP  (8).  North  Ockendon 
(3).  North  Weald  area  (9).  Rainham  GP  (2).  Rainham  Marsh  (65). 
Roding  Valley  (7).  South  Ockendon  (6).  South  Stifford  (2).  West 
Thurrock  (6). 

Moor  Hill  GP.  Park  Street  (3). 

Bushy  Park.  Rammey  Marsh  (2).  Sudbury  Leisure  Centre.  Inner  London: 
King’s  Cross  Development,  one  on  Oct  23rd.  Regent’s  Park,  four  on 
Mar  7th;  autumn  passage  from  Sept  14th  with  a  maximum  of  30  on  Sept 
22nd.  Wapping,  singles  on  Jan  1st  and  11th. 

K  Crayford  Marsh  (14).  Dartford  Marsh  (10+).  Thamesmead  (12). 

S  Croydon  Airport  (2).  Hersham  GP  (2).  Mitcham  Common  (2).  Molesey- 
Hurst  Park.  Richmond  Park  (6-7).  Riddlesdown  (3).  Walton  Heath  (3). 
Wimbledon  Common.  Inner  London :  County  Hall,  two  flying  W  on  Oct 
13th.  Surrey  Docks,  20+  passage  birds  on  Apr  8th. 

324a  Rock  Pipit  Anthus  petrosus 

As  in  previous  years,  the  majority  of  wintering  records  came  from  Essex 
and  Kent  adjacent  to  the  River  Thames.  There  was  a  small  but  marked 
spring  and  autumn  passage  noted  primarily  at  inland  waterside  habitats. 
All  records  are  summarised  below. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  monthly  maxima  of  wintering  birds  were  seven  in 
January,  six  in  February,  ten  in  November  and  12  in  December.  West 
Thurrock,  a  maximum  of  six  at  both  ends  of  the  year.  Elsewhere  records 
came  mainly  from  the  Lea  Valley  with  a  single  spring  record  at 
Walthamstow  Res  on  Mar  12th  and  autumn  records  from  Sept  29th  to 
Nov  6th  with  one  or  two  birds  on  many  dates.  Away  from  the  Lea  Valley 
there  was  a  single  at  Fairlop  on  Oct  2nd  and  3rd. 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  one  on  Oct  31st.  Staines  Res,  singles  on  Sept  30th,  Oct 
13th  and  15th  and  Nov  5th. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  two  on  Jan  6th  and  singles  on  many  dates  to  Mar 
11th;  one  or  two  on  many  dates  in  October  and  singles  to  the  end  of 
December  but  eight  on  Oct  11th;  a  bird  showing  the  characteristics  of  the 
Scandinavian  race  littoralis  on  Mar  2nd. 

K  All  records  were  from  along  the  River  Thames.  Crossness,  one  in 
November.  Dartford  Marsh,  two  in  January  and  February  and  two  in 
December.  Swanscombe  Marsh,  six  in  November  and  four  in  December. 
S  Bam  Elms  Res,  in  spring  there  were  two  on  Mar  17th,  four  on  18th,  two 
or  three  on  19th  and  one  on  20th;  in  autumn  birds  were  present  from 
Sept  27th  to  Nov  9th  with  two  on  Sept  27th,  three  on  Oct  1st,  two  or 
three  on  4th,  two  on  5th  then  singles  on  several  dates  to  Nov  9th. 
Beddington  SF,  birds  were  present  from  Oct  Tst  to  16th,  with  four  on 
5th,  three  on  6th  and  10th  and  two  on  7th. 

1981  Additional  Record 
K  Orpington,  one  flew  SW  on  Dec  17th. 

1988  Additional  Records 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  two  on  Nov  6th.  Queen  Mary  Res,  one  on  Oct  28th. 
Staines  Res,  one  on  Oct  19th. 
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324b  Water  Pipit  Anthus  spinoletta 

The  total  number  of  birds  recorded  for  the  year  was  similar  to  that  in 
1988,  with  a  minimum  of  17.  All  records  are  given  below. 

E  Netherhall  GP,  the  bird  first  seen  on  Nov  26th  1988  was  last  seen  on 
Mar  29th  (JR);  singles  on  Nov  6th  and  Dec  31st  (JR).  Waltham  Abbey, 
one  on  Mar  25th  (TG). 

H  Bowyers  GP,  one  on  Mar  9th  (GJW).  Cassiobury  Park,  singles  on  Jan  2nd 
(CL)  and  Feb  5th  (JE,  ASMS),  11th  and  19th  (RH).  Rye  Meads  SF,  singles 
on  Jan  21st  and  Dec  2nd  and  30th  (RMRG)  and  two  on  Dec  16th  (RMRG, 
GJW). 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  the  bird  first  seen  on  Nov  19th  1988  remained  until  Feb 
15th;  singles  on  Oct  31st  and  Nov  21st  (SCr). 

B  Horton  GP,  a  single  on  Mar  7th,  8th  and  17th  (CL). 

K  Erith  Marshes,  one  on  Feb  10th  (NRW).  Woolwich,  one  on  Oct  28th 
(NRW). 

S  Beddington  SF,  singles  on  Jan  29th  (DSB) ,  Feb  17th  (JSW),  Mar  16th 
(GDJM)  and  20th  (PRA),  Apr  14th  (JSW),  Oct  16th  (GDJM)  and  Nov  13th 
(PRA)  and  two  from  Oct  24th  to  27th  (GDJM.  RWr). 

1988  Correction 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Dec  30th,  not  as  stated  in  LBR  53:  81. 

325  Yellow  Wagtail  Motacilla  flava 

The  first  two  spring  migrants  were  at  Beddington  SF  on  Mar  27th.  These 
were  quickly  followed  by  birds  at  Queen  Mother  Res  on  28th  and  Bam 
Elms  Res  on  29th.  The  number  of  breeding  pairs  reported  increased  to 
between  75  and  78,  the  major  changes  being  a  30%  increase  in  Essex 
and  the  number  of  sites  in  Herts  increasing  from  one  to  nine.  However, 
this  could  be  due  to  the  effort  put  into  the  various  breeding  atlas  projects 
taking  place  during  the  year.  An  autumn  roost  of  c30Q  at  Rye  Meads  SF 
was  notable.  The  last  bird  of  the  year  was  at  Stone  Marsh  on  the 
exceptionally  late  date  of  Nov  27th.  A  summary  of  breeding  season 
records  and  passage  concentrations  is  given  below 

E  A  total  of  c45  pairs  was  present  in  the  breeding  season  with  most  on 
farmland  along  the  main  river  valleys  —  the  Rom,  Ingrebourne  and 
Roding  —  and  14  on  the  Thames  Marshes.  The  largest  concentrations 
were  40  on  passage  at  King  George  V  Res  on  Apr  25th  and  up  to  35  at 
Rainham  Marsh  in  July  and  early  August. 

H  In  the  breeding  season  pairs  was  reported  at  Amwell  GP  (1),  Bowyers 
GP  (1),  Broad  Colney  (1),  Chigwell  Green  (1),  Coopers  Green  (2),  Gade 
Valley,  Watford  (1),  Mymmshall  Brook  (1)  and  Tyttenhanger  GP  (1). 
The  highest  count  in  spring  was  15  at  Amwell  GP.  The  peak  count  in 
autumn  was  300  at  Rye  Meads  on  Sept  15th  at  a  roost  site. 

M  Breeding  records  came  again  from  only  two  sites:  Isle  of  Dogs  (2  pairs) 
and  Rammey  Marsh  (3  pairs,  one  successful).  The  largest  concentrations 
on  passage  were  60+  at  Staines  Res  on  Aug  25th  and  60  at  King  George 
VI  Res  on  Sept  3rd.  Inner  London :  King’s  Cross  Development,  three  on 
Sept  13th.  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Aug  20th  and  Oct  3rd. 

B  The  highest  count  was  14  at  Queen  Mother  Res  on  Aug  13th. 

K  Breeding  was  reported  only  from  Dartford  Marsh  (2  or  3  pairs)  and 
Thamesmead  (5  pairs).  The  highest  count  was  15  at  Dartford  Marsh  on 
May  7th. 

S  Breeding  was  reported  only  from  Beddington  SF  (six  pairs).  The  highest 
count  in  spring  was  70  at  Bam  Elms  Res  on  Apr  25th.  In  autumn  there 
were  60  at  Beddington  SF  in  a  roost  in  September.  Inner  London : 
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Battersea  Park,  singles  on  Apr  11th  and  Apr  23rd.  Surrey  Docks,  three 
pairs  bred;  one  successful  brood  was  ringed  on  June  9th. 

Details  of  birds  showing  the  characters  of  races  other  than  M.  f 
flavissima  are  given  below.  Those  reported  as  beema- types  resembled  the 
central  Palearctic  race  M.  f.  beema  (‘Sykes’s  Wagtail’)  but  are  thought 
instead  to  be  abberant  individuals  of,  or  hybrids  between,  M.  f  flavissima 
and  the  blue-headed  race  M.  f  flava. 

E  Birds  resembling  M.  f  flava  were  at  Fishers  Green  in  May,  King  George 
V  Res  from  April  21st  to  May  28th  and  Wm  Girling  Res  on  Apr  18th. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res,  birds  resembling  M.  f  flava  on  Apr  24th  (two)  and 
25th.  Rye  Meads,  a  bird  resembling  M.  f  flava  on  May  17th.  Stocker’s 
Lake,  a  beema-iyipe  on  Apr  15th. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  a  bird  resembling  M.  f  flava  on  Apr  26th. 

K  Thamesmead,  birds  resembling  M.  f  flava  on  May  10th  (two)  and  11th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  single  birds  resembling  M.  f  flava  on  Apr  20th  and  Sept 
8th.  Bam  Elms  Res,  beema- types  on  Apr  23rd  (two),  24th  and  28th. 

1988  Additional  Record 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  a  bird  resembling  M.  f  flava  on  June  26th. 

327  Grey  Wagtail  MotacUla  cinerea 

There  were  reports  of  about  60  breeding  pairs  with  birds  present  in  the 
breeding  season  at  20  other  sites.  This  is  an  encouraging  increase  after 
last  year’s  fall  in  reports.  Breeding  season  records  and  maximum  counts 
are  given  below. 

E  Pairs  bred  at  Chingford,  Harlow,  King  George  V  Res,  Loughton  Brook, 
Pamdon  Mill,  Rainham  Marsh,  Roydon,  Waltham  Abbey  and  Wm 
Girling  Res.  Birds  were  also  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Nagshead 
SF.  The  highest  count  was  six  at  Rainham  Marsh  in  October. 

H  Pairs  bred  at  Amwell  GP  (2),  Hertford  Lock,  Park  Street,  River  Lea  at 
Hertford  and  Stocker’s  Lake  (2).  Birds  were  also  present  in  the  breeding 
season  at  Aldenham  Res,  Bricket  Wood,  Broxboume,  Drop  Lane  GP, 
Essendon,  Letty  Green,  Mill  Green  SF,  River  Mimram  at  Hertford,  Rye 
Meads  and  Tyttenhanger  GP.  Outside  the  breeding  season  the  highest 
count  was  eight  at  Rye  Meads  in  August. 

M  Pairs  bred  or  were  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Brent  Res,  Bushy 
Park,  River  Colne  near  Denham  (pair  present  in  May),  Cranford  Park 
(two  pairs  bred),’  Grovelands  Park  (a  pair  probably  bred),  Grand  Union 
Canal  (one  territory),  Harefield  Marina  (a  pair  seen  in  June),  Headstone, 
Little  Britain  Lake  (two  pairs  bred),  Montrose  Park  (an  adult  and  three 
juveniles  in  May),  Queen  Mary  GP  (a  pair  present  but  no  nest  found), 
Rammey  Marsh  (a  pair  bred),  South  Harefield,  Stanwell  Moor  (a  juvenile 
present  in  July),  Wood  Green  Res  (a  pair  raised  two  broods),  Yiewsley 
Brook  (one  pair  bred)  and  Yiewsley  GP  (five  birds  in  May).  Single  birds 
were  also  seen  in  the  breeding  season  at  Bentley  Priory,  Broadwater  GP 
and  Hampstead  Heath.  There  were  widespread  reports  of  ones  and  twos 
outside  the  breeding  season,  the  maximum  count  being  six  at  Queen 
Mary  GP  in  September.  Inner  London :  Present  during  the  breeding 
season  at  Regent’s  Park  (bred)  and  St  James’s  Park  (possibly  bred 
locally).  Outside  the  breeding  season  records  were  well  distributed, 
mainly  singles  but  up  to  four  at  the  King’s  Cross  Development  and  at 
Wapping. 

B  Pairs  bred  at  South  Iver  SF  and  Wraysbury  GP.  There  were  no  other 
counts  of  more  than  two. 

K  Pairs  bred  at  Brooklands  Lakes  (Dartford),  Catford,  Chiselhurst, 
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Crayford  (three  or  four  pairs  on  River  Cray  between  Crayford  and 
Bexley),  Eltham,  Darenth,  Famingham  (three  pairs  on  River  Darent), 
Foots  Cray  Meadows,  Ruxley  GP  and  Sevenoaks  Reserve.  During  the 
breeding  season  birds  were  also  present  at  Keston  and  Petts  Wood.  The 
highest  count  outside  the  breeding  season  was  four  in  the  Darenth  Valley 
in  October. 

S  Breeding  was  reported  as  follows:  Bam  Elms  Res,  Beddington  SF  (two 
pairs),  Beverly  Brook,  Ham  Lands,  Hogsmill  River,  Oxted  Ponds, 
Richmond  Lock,  Richmond  Park  (Pen  Ponds),  River  Thames  at  Lots  Ait, 
River  Wandle,  Watermeads  and  Wimbledon  Common  (two  pairs).  The 
highest  count  was  six+  at  Holmethorpe  SP  in  October.  Inner  London :  A 
pair  was  seen  at  Battersea  Park  on  Apr  2nd  and  a  single  at  Surrey  Docks 
on  Apr  30th.  Outside  the  breeding  season  there  were  four  at  Battersea 
Park  on  Sept  13th  and  Oct  1st  and  reports  of  singles  from  four  other 
areas,  mostly  adjacent  to  the  River  Thames. 

328  Pied  Wagtail  MotacUla  alba 

A  widespread  resident  and  winter  visitor,  mostly  seen  in  small  numbers 
but  also  forming  large  robsts  in  winter  which  are  probably  under¬ 
reported.  Several  pairs  were  reported  to  have  bred  in  Inner  London  and 
there  were  several  other  records  there  in  the  breeding  season.  Large 
counts  and  roosts  are  summarised  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  30  gathering  to  roost  in  January.  Gants  Hill,  100  at  roost 
on  roundabout  in  late  January.  Rainham  Marsh,  65  gathering  to  roost 
between  January  and  March. 

H  Amwell  GP,  40  on  Oct  19th.  Mill  Green  SF,  135  on  Jan  2nd  and  Feb 
11th,  82  on  Mar  18th,  36  on  Oct  15th,  69  on  Nov  26th  and  137  on  Dec 
9th;  nine  pairs  nested.  Rye  Meads  SF,  80  at  roost  on  Jan  7th  and  100  at 
roost  on  Sept  27th.  Stanstead  Abbots  GP,  322  on  Oct  15th  and  300  on 
Nov  12th. 

M  Hampton  Filter  Beds,  25  on  Jan  14th.  Kempton  Park  Res,  27  on  Sept 
15th.  Rammey  Marsh,  maxima  recorded  in  feeding  flocks  of  180  on  Jan 
21st,  165  on  Feb  14th,  50  on  Oct  29th,  155  on  Nov  24th  and  90  on  Dec 
27th.  Uxbridge  town  centre,  200+  in  a  roost.  Inner  London :  King’s 
Cross,  one  pair  bred.  Regent’s  Park,  a  pair  probably  bred  in  the  Park  or 
nearby.  South  Kensington,  a  male  seen  collecting  food  in  May.  Also 
present  at  several  other  sites  in  the  breeding  season.  Outside  the  breeding 
season,  small  numbers  were  recorded  from  several  areas  but  no  roosts 
were  reported. 

B  Iver  North  SF,  75+  on  Jan  1st. 

K  The  largest  count  was  35  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  Feb  4th.  No  roosts 
were  reported. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  72  on  Mar  17th  and  70  on  Sept  11th.  Beddington  SF, 
c300  in  January,  60  in  February,  100  in  October  and  November  and 
c250  in  December.  Richmond,  a  roost  of  cl 80  on  Feb  2nd.  Richmond 
Park,  c50  in  January.  Inner  London :  Pairs  bred  at  Battersea  Park  (2), 
Kennington  Park  and  Waterloo  and  birds  were  reported  from  several 
other  sites  in  the  breeding  season.  Passage  and  wintering  birds  were 
reported  in  small  numbers  from  scattered  localities. 

Spring  passage  of  ‘White  Wagtails’  M.  a.  alba  was  heavier  than  usual 
lasting  from  the  early  date  of  Mar  5th  to  May  30th  with  birds  recorded 
from  23  sites  involving  at  least  88  birds.  The  largest  count  was  an 
impressive  21  at  Bam  Elms  Res  on  Apr  25th;  a  total  of  22  other  birds 
was  at  four  other  sites  on  the  same  day.  There  were  four  records  in 
autumn. 
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E  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Apr  3rd,  two  on  7th,  one  on  8th,  three  on 
20th,  four  on  21st,  six  on  22nd,  eight  on  23rd,  12  on  25th,  seven  on 
26th,  two  on  28th  and  one  on  May  12th  and  15th.  Rainham  Marsh,  two 
on  Mar  18th.  Sewardstone,  one  on  Apr  18th  and  20th.  Walthamstow  Res, 
two  on  Mar  18th,  one  on  Apr  1st  and  two  on  9th.  Wm  Girling  Res,  four 
on  Apr  17th,  two  on  19th,  three  on  26th  and  singles  on  May  11th  and 
30th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  singles  on  Apr  26th  and  Aug  29th.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  one 
on  Apr  25th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  Apr  25th.  Stanstead  Abbots  GP, 
one  on  Apr  14th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  one  on  Apr  21st  and  23rd. 

M  Finsbury  Park,  one  on  May  12th.  Kempton  Park  Res,  one  on  Apr  14th. 
King  George  VI  Res,  one  on  Apr  21st,  three  on  22nd,  one  on  23rd,  eight 
on  25th,  four  on  26th,  three  on  28th  and  three  on  30th.  Perry  Oaks  SF, 
two  on  Apr  23rd,  one  on  29th  and  one  on  May  3rd.  Queen  Mary  Res, 
one  on  May  13th.  Rammey  Marsh,  singles  on  Apr  23rd  and  27th  and  on 
May  13th,  15th  and  16th.  Staines  Res,  two  on  Apr  20th,  three  on  22nd, 
two  on  23 rd,  one  on  24th,  three  on  26th,  two  on  28th,  four  on  29th  and 
one  on  May  3rd.  Wood  Green  Filter  Beds,  singles  on  Mar  29th,  Apr  1st 
and  May  3rd  and  17th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  the  late  date 
of  Oct  30th  (ARD). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  on  Apr  24th.  Wraysbury  GP,  one  on  Sept  17th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  singles  on  Mar  17th  and  29th,  eight  on  Apr  20th,  four  on 
21st,  six  on  22nd,  nine  on  23rd,  21  on  25th,  two  on  27th,  seven  on  28th, 
five  on  29th  and  one  on  30th.  Beddington  SF,  singles  on  Mar  22nd  and 
Apr  3rd,  9th  and  10th.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  the  early 
date  of  Mar  5th,  on  Apr  16th  and  on  Oct  1st  (BM). 

1987  Additional  Record 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  171  on  December  4th. 

1988  Additional  Records 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  one  M.  a.  alba  on  Apr  26th.  Staines  Res,  one  M.  a.  alba 
on  Apr  21st. 

329  Waxwing  Bombycilla  garrulus 

After  several  records  in  November  and  December  in  1988  it  was  not 
surprising  that  the  first  part  of  1989  produced  further  records.  There 
was,  in  contrast,  just  one  record  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

E  Epping  Forest,  two  on  Jan  15th  (AJG).  Hermon  Hill,  Mar  11th,  one 
caught  by  a  cat  was  taken  to  the  RSPCA  but  died  the  next  day  (NB). 

H  Arkley,  four  feeding  on  hawthorn  berries  by  the  roadside  on  Jan  28th 
(AGd)  were  reported  on  Birdline  on  many  subsequent  dates.  Barnet,  one 
from  Apr  19th  to  22nd  by  the  side  of  the  Great  North  Road  (DLt,  PL). 

K  Jubilee  Park,  one  on  Mar  14th  (MMr).  Norman  Park,  three  on  Feb  4th 
(MS).  These  two  sites  are  close  to  each  other  and  the  two  records  may  be 
connected. 

S  Addington,  two  on  Dec  13th  (DMS).  East  Molesey,  two  from  Feb  11th  to 
13th  (MWr,  MWs).  Godstone,  two  or  three  from  at  least  Feb  14th  to  Mar 
18th  (CFB,  RFB  et  at).  Oxted,  two  reported  to  Birdline  on  Feb  6th  may  refer 
to  the  Godstone  birds. 

331  Wren  Troglodytes  troglodytes 

Breeding  season  surveys  suggest  that  in  most  areas  the  Wren  fared  well 
in  the  mild  winter  and  the  population  continued  to  increase. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  62  singing  males  (30  in  1988).  Hainault  Forest,  an 
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increase  of  clO%.  Rainham  Marsh,  an  increase  of  clO%.  Weald  Park,  59 
singing  males  (18  in  1988). 

H  Amwell  GP,  18  singing  males  (as  in  1988).  Cheshunt  GP,  73  singing 
males  in  survey  area  (55  in  1988).  Chorleywood  Common,  26  singing 
males  on  Apr  2nd  (27  in  1987).  Rickmansworth  Aquadrome,  27  singing 
males  on  Apr  30th  (23  in  1988).  Rye  Meads  SF,  52  singing  males. 

M  Brent  Res,  56  pairs  (46  in  1988).  Osterley  Park,  ten  pairs  (as  in  1988, 
but  still  comparatively  low).  Inner  London :  Reported  from  many  sites  in 
the  breeding  season.  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  five  territories. 
St  James’s  Park,  four  singing  males  (eight  in  1988). 

K  Scadbury  Park,  29  males  singing.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  maximum  of  35 
on  May  21st. 

S  Beddington  SF,  30+  in  late  November,  possibly  the  result  of  a  local 
influx.  Bookham  Common,  32  pairs.  Watermeads,  ten  pairs.  Inner 
London :  Present  at  most  suitable  sites.  Battersea  Park,  20  pairs  bred. 

333  Dunnock  Prunella  modularis 

/ 

There  were  too  few  records  submitted  to  allow  an  objective  assessment  of 
the  current  status  of  this  species  to  be  made  but  it  appears  to  have  fared 
well  and  was  noted  at  most  suitable  Inner  London  sites.  High  counts  of 
breeding  numbers  and  census  results  are  given  below. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  38  singing  males.  Weald  Park,  13  singing  males. 

H  Cheshunt  GP,  a  minimum  of  nine  pairs  bred.  Chorleywood  Common, 
seven  singing  males  on  Apr  23rd.  Rickmansworth  Aquadrome,  four 
singing  males  on  June  11th.  Rye  Meads,  42  singing  males. 

M  Brent  Res,  28  pairs  on  census  plot.  Osterley  Park,  five  territories  in 
census  plot  (as  in  1988).  Rammey  Marsh,  seven  singing  males.  Inner 
London :  Widespread  as  a  breeding  bird.  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens,  at  least  three  territories.  St  James’s  Park,  three  pairs. 

K  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  maximum  of  30  on  5th  March. 

S  Inner  London :  Widespread  in  suitable  areas.  Battersea  Park,  28  pairs. 

336  Robin  Erithacus  ruhecula 

The  Robin  remains  a  welcome  occupant  of  many  parks  and  gardens.  It  is 
widespread  in  Inner  London;  only  high  counts  are  given  below. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  50  pairs.  Sewardstone,  20  on  Sept  13th.  Weald  Park,  37 
pairs. 

H  Cheshunt  GP,  at  least  eight  pairs.  Chorleywood  Common,  16  singing 
males  on  May  20th.  Rickmansworth  Aquadrome,  five  singing  males  on 
Apr  30th.  Rye  Meads,  ten  singing  males. 

M  Brent  Res,  21  pairs  on  census  plot  (18  in  1988).  Finchley,  a  fall  of  50+ 
on  Sept  12th  in  a  small  area  near  the  swimming  pool.  Osterley  Park,  13 
territories  on  census  plot  (14  in  1988).  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  11  territories.  Regent’s  Park,  ten  pairs.  St  James’s 
Park,  two  territories. 

K  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  maximum  of  25  on  Mar  5th.  Sevenoaks  Reserve, 
ten  singing  males  on  May  4th. 

S  Bookham  Common,  38  pairs  (31  in  1988).  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park, 
23  pairs  bred. 

338  Nightingale  Luscinia  megarhynchos 

1989  saw  a  reversal  of  the  encouraging  upward  trend  of  recent  years  with 
only  25  singing  males  reported  compared  with  34  in  1988.  All  records 
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are  given  below. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  one  singing.  Epping  Forest,  four  singing.  Fishers 
Green,  one  singing.  Hainault  Forest,  three  pairs. 

H  Broxboume  Woods,  one  singing  on  May  14th.  Bowyers  GP,  one  on  Aug 
5th.  Rye  Meads  SF,  singles  on  Apr  29th,  July  24th  and  30th  and  Aug 
5th.  Tumford  Marsh,  one  singing. 

M  Picketts  Lock  Golf  Centre,  one  singing  on  May  4th.  Ruislip  Common, 
two  singing  in  May.  Syon  Park,  one  singing  on  May  24th. 

K  Dartford  Heath,  one  singing  on  May  13th. 

S  Ashtead  Common,  one  singing.  Beddington  SF,  one  on  Aug  20th. 
Bookham  Common,  four  singing  in  May.  Ham  Lands,  one  singing. 
Lonsdale  Road  Res,  one  singing  from  May  2nd  to  7th.  Mitcham 
Common,  one  singing  on  May  21st. 

342  Black  Redstart  Phoenicians  ochruros 

The  number  of  records  this  year  was  greatly  reduced,  both  on  passage 
and  as  a  breeding  bird.  Winter  records  came  from  Rye  Meads  SF  in 
January  and  from  King  George  VI  and  Staines  Reservoirs  from  the  start 
of  the  year  to  Mar  25th  and  from  Nov  6th  to  the  end  of  the  year;  the 
latter  bird  is  thought  to  have  been  wintering  here  every  year  since 
1982/83.  Spring  passage  was  recorded  from  Mar  13th  at  eight  sites. 
Autumn  passage  was  recorded  from  Oct  3rd  to  Nov  7th  at  four  sites. 
Breeding  season  records  are  summarised  below  and  show  a  reduction  of 
more  than  50%  since  1988.  There  was  also  an  unmated  female  at 


Littlebrook  PS. 

Pairs 

Other 

Additional 

Proved 

Pairs 

Singing 

Breeding 

Present 

Males 

E  Rainham  Marsh 

1 

- 

- 

H  Cheshunt 

1 

- 

- 

M  Edmonton 

- 

1 

Inner  London : 

King’s  Cross 

1 

1 

Wapping 

1 

- 

- 

K  Belverdere  PS 

- 

- 

1 

S  Beddington  SF 

- 

1 

- 

Bam  Elms  Res 

1 

- 

- 

Inner  London : 

Gabriel’s  Wharf 

1 

Shad  Thames 

1 

- 

1 

Surrey  Docks 

- 

.  - 

1 

Westminster  Bridge  Road 

- 

1 

1 

Totals 

6 

2 

7 

343  Redstart 

4. 

Phoenicians  phoenicurus 

There  were  30  spring  records.  The  first  bird  of  spring  was  at  Ham  Lands 
on  Mar  29th  followed  by  singles  at  Kerripton  Park  Res  and  Hounslow 
Heath  the  next  day.  Most  arrivals  were  between  Apr  21st  and  28th  with 
the  last  on  May  13th  at  Battersea  Park.  The  breeding  population  in 
Epping  Forest  remained  at  six  pairs  and  there  were  also  breeding  season 
records  of  singing  birds  at  Black  Park  and  Hatfield  Park.  There  were 
more  than  70  bird  days  in  autumn.  Passage  started  on  Aug  19th  with 
birds  at  Hainault  Forest  and  Queen  Mary  GP  and  the  last  bird  was  seen  at 
Ham  Lands  on  Oct  2nd.  All  records  are  given  below. 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  1989 


87 


E  Chigwell,  one  on  Sept  17th.  Dagnam  Park,  singles  on  Apr  23th,  24th, 
25th  and  30th  and  two  on  26th;  two  on  Aug  23rd,  one  on  27th,  three  on 
Sept  4th,  two  on  5th  and  15th,  three  on  19th  and  20th,  two  on  21st,  three 
again  on  23rd,  four  on  24th,  two  on  25th  and,  finally,  one  on  Oct  1st. 
Epping  Forest,  six  pairs  bred.  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Apr  22nd.  Hainault 
Forest,  single  females  on  Aug  19th  and  Sept  11th.  Rainham  Marsh,  one 
on  Aug  23rd,  two  on  26th  and  27th  and  singles  on  Sept  2nd  and  17th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  female  on  Apr  26th  and  a  male  on  27th.  Borehamwood,  a 
female  on  Aug  25th  and  26th.  Broad  Colney,  a  female  on  Sept  3rd. 
Colney  Heath,  a  female  in  April.  Hatfield  Park,  a  singing  male  on  May 
5th.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  a  male  on  Aug  23rd  and  a  female  on  Sept  6th.  Old 
Parkbury,  a  male  on  Sept  7th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  a  male  and  female  on 
Sept  4th. 

M  Bayhurst  Wood,  a  male  on  Apr  23rd.  Bentley  Priory,  a  male  on  Apr 
26th.  Chattem  Hill,  two  males  on  Apr  28th.  Feltham,  a  male  and  female 
ringed  on  Apr  23rd.  Hampstead  Heath,  an  immature  on  Sept  21st. 
Hounslow  Heath,  a  male  on  Mar  30th,  a  female  on  Apr  27th,  28th  and 
30th  and  a  female  on  Sept  1st.  Kempton  Park  Res,  single  males  on  Mar 
30th  and  Aug  31st.  Queen  Mary  GP,  one  on  Aug  19th.  Vicarage  Farm, 
Enfield,  a  first  year  male  on  Apr  23rd,  a  female  or  immature  on  Sept  1st 
and  15th,  a  male  on  16th,  a  male  and  a  female  or  immature  on  18th  and 
19th,  two  females  or  immatures  on  20th  and  21st,  one  female  or 
immature  on  22nd  and  23rd  and,  finally,  two  different  females  or 
immatures  on  24th.  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  a  male  on  Apr  21st 
(ARD). 

B  Black  Park,  a  male  in  song  on  Apr  29th.  Tilehouse  GP,  a  female  on  May 
7th.  Wraysbury  GP,  two  (one  trapped)  on  Apr  22nd,  one  on  Apr  29th, 
one  on  May  2nd  and  two  (both  trapped)  on  Sept  16th. 

K  Hoblingwell  Wood,  a  female  on  Sept  29th.  Ruxley  GP,  one  on  Apr  23rd. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  single  males  on  Apr  19th,  23rd  and  25th.  Beddington 
SF,  a  female  on  Apr  27th.  Ham  Lands,  a  male  on  Mar  29th  and  30th,  a 
male  on  Apr  15th,  a  female  from  23  rd  to  26th  with  a  male  on  24th,  two 
males  and  a  female  on  27th,  a  male  and  female  on  28th,  a  female  on 
30th,  a  female  from  Sept  14th  to  17th  and  one  from  Sept  29th  to  Oct  2nd. 
South  Norwood  CP,  a  male  on  Sept  9th.  Wimbledon  Common,  a  female 
on  Apr  23rd  and  a  male  on  Sept  7th.  Inner  London :  Battersea  Park,  a 
male  on  May  13th  (BM). 

1988  Additional  Records 

E  Dagnam  Park,  one  or  two  birds  recorded  on  ten  dates  in  autumn  between 
Aug  20th  and  26th  and  from  Sept  4th  to  9th;  at  least  six  different  birds 
were  involved,  two  males  and  four  females. 

344  Whinchat  Saxicoh  ruhetra 

Spring  passage  started  on  Apr  16th  with  a  bird  at  Ruislip.  Most  records 
were  of  singles  with  a  maximum  of  three  at  any  site.  The  main  arrival 
began  on  Apr  23rd  and  continued  until  May  28th  with  approximately  121 
bird  days  reported  at  36  sites.  Breeding  season  records  came  from 
Abridge  (a  pair  in  May),  Chels field  (a  pair)  and  Rainham  Marsh  (two 
pairs,  one  proved  breeding)  and  there  was  a  family  party  including  four 
juveniles  at  Hersham  GP  in  August. 

Autumn  passage  started  on  July  9th  with  a  single  at  Alexandra  Park. 
There  were  reports  from  eight  more  sites  in  July.  Arrivals  continued  with 
five  more  singles  at  new  sites  by  Aug  8th.  The  main  influx  began  on  Aug 
11th.  Numbers  remained  steady  until  Aug  26th  but  peaked  rapidly  after 
this.  Maximum  counts  were  20  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Sept  2nd,  17  at 
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Beddington  SF  on  Sept  17th,  13  at  Rammey  Marsh  on  Sept  19th,  12  at 
West  Thurrock  on  Sept  1st  and  ten  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  Sept  11th.  A 
few  birds  stayed  into  October,  the  last  being  seen  at  Beddington  SF  on 
Oct  19th.  In  total  there  were  approximately  680  bird  days  in  autumn  from 
70  sites.  As  usual,  autumn  records  significantly  outnumbered  spring 
records  (by  a  factor  of  5x/i  to  1).  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London :  King’s  Cross  Development  Site,  present  from  Aug  31st  to 
Sept  13th  with  three  on  Sept  4th  (AJM,  APz).  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Sept 
14th  (ARD). 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  May  8th  and  Sept  11th  (BM). 

345  Stonechat  Saxicola  torquata 

The  number  of  pairs  recorded  in  the  breeding  season  was  at  least  17,  and 
possibly  as  many  as  21,  at  six  sites.  Outside  the  breeding  season  records 
were  received  from  36  sites,  mainly  of  one  to  three  birds,  but  with  12 
birds  at  Richmond  Park  on  Oct  31st  and,  less  surprisingly,  12  to  14  in 
December  at  Rainham  Marsh,  the  major  breeding  site  in  the  area.  All 
records  are  summarised  below. 

E  Barking,  two  on  Jan  14th,  one  pair  present  in  summer  and  two  on  Oct 
30th.  Berwick  Ponds,  one  on  Oct  24th.  Fairlop,  one  between  August  and 
October.  Hackney,  two  on  Nov  3rd  and  25th.  Rainham  Marsh,  12  pairs 
bred;  outside  the  breeding  season,  peak  counts  were  six  in  February  and 
12  to  14  in  December.  Sewardstone,  one  on  Nov  4th.  Walthamstow 
Marsh,  two  from  January  to  March,  one  on  Oct  15th  and  two  on  Dec 
29th.  Walthamstow  Res,  one  on  Nov  15th.  West  Thurrock,  two  on  Nov 
2nd. 

H  Colney  Heath,  two  on  Oct  10th  and  12th.  Otterspool,  one  from  Oct  16th 
to  23rd.  Rye  House  Marsh,  one  on  Mar  5th.  Rye  Meads  SF,  one  on  Nov 
12th  and  another  on  25th  and  26th  and  Dec  9th.  Stocker’s  Farm,  one  on 
Sept  18th  and  19th. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  one  on  Mar  10th  and  11th.  Hounslow  Heath,  one  on 
Feb  26th  and  two  on  Oct  17th.  Kempton  Park  Res,  two  on  Jan  18th  and 
one  on  Nov  30th.  Parkside  Farm,  Enfield,  one  on  Feb  23rd  and  another 
on  Mar  3rd.  Rammey  Marsh,  one  on  Nov  15th  and  Dec  9th,  25th  and 
27th.'  Tottenham  Marsh,  two  on  Oct  8th.  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield,  one 
from  Oct  4th  to  9th.  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Feb  2nd  (ARD). 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  singles  on  Mar  18th  and  May  1st  and,  at  a  different 
site,  three  on  June  11th;  at  least  one  pair  bred.  Crossness,  three  pairs 
bred,  two  successfully;  four  on  Dec  12th.  Dartford  Marsh,  at  least  one 
pair  bred;  present  all  year,  maximum  of  four  in  December.  Erith  Marsh, 
maximum  monthly  counts  of  two  in  January  and  February,  one  in  March 
two  in  September,  one  in  October,  three  in  November  and  two  in 
December.  Littlebrook,  one  on  Feb  19th  and  two  on  Dec  6th.  Stone 
Marsh,  one  on  Nov  25th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  or  two  in  January  and  February,  singles  on  Sept  10th 
and  from  30th  to  Oct  2nd,  three  on  4th,  one  on  8th,  three  on  18th  and 
Nov  12th,  one  on  17th  and  three  from  26th  to  Dec  3rd.  Dungeon  Hill, 
one  on  Oct  2nd.  Ham  Lands,  one  on  Oct  5th.  Hersham  GP,  one  on  Feb 
18th  and  two  on  Oct  21st  and  in  November  and  December.  Hogsmill  SF, 
one  on  Nov  3rd  and  two  from  26th  to  Dec  31st.  Holmethorpe  SP,  one  on 
Oct  27th.  Molesey  Heath,  one  on  Oct  1st.  Richmond  Park,  three  on  Sept 
17th,  five  on  Oct  9th,  12  on  31st,  five  on  Nov  5th  and  two  on  25th  and 
Dec  7th  and  18th.  South  Norwood  CP,  two  on  Mar  5th  and  three  in 
November  and  December.  Walton  Heath,  three  juveniles  together  on  July 
27th  and  three  on  Oct  7th. 
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346  Wheatear  Oenanthe  oenanthe 

The  first  bird  of  spring  was  at  Kempton  Park  Res  on  Mar  6th.  Spring 
passage,  involving  some  958  reported  bird  days  from  75  sites,  continued 
until  May  25th,  the  last  reported  being  three  at  West  Thurrock.  There 
were  two  peaks,  in  the  second  half  of  March  and,  even  more  marked,  the 
end  of  April.  The  first  week  of  ApriL  saw  a  total  of  only  three  bird  days 
as  the  previously  warm  weather  suddenly  turned  cold.  The  largest 
numbers  were  20  at  Beddington  SF  on  Mar  25th,  25  at  King  George  V 
Res  on  Apr  25th  and  20  at  Thamesmead  on  Apr  26th.  An  unusual  record 
was  of  one  bird  which  spent  May  4th  feeding  in  a  small  suburban  garden 
in  Cray  ford. 

Autumn  passage  began  on  Aug  4th.  There  was  a  steady  pattern  of 
migration  with  at  least  286  bird  days  reported.  The  last  birds  lingered 
into  November  at  four  sites,  the  last  being  one  at  Barn  Elms  Res  on  Nov 
16th.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London :  King’s  Cross  Development,  three  on  Aug  23rd,  one  on 
Aug  31st,  two  on  Sept  4th  and  one  on  Oct  12th.  Wapping,  one  on  Mar 
27th. 

S  Inner  London :  Battersea  Park,  three  on  Apr  11th  and  one  on  Aug  13th. 
Surrey  Docks,  six  on  Apr  30th  and  one  on  May  4th. 

There  were  nine  records  of  birds  showing  the  characteristics  of  the 
Greenland  race  O.  o.  leucorrhoa,  including  six  at  Bam  Elms  Res  on  May 
2nd.  Spring  passage  was  noted  at  six  sites  between  Apr  13th  and  May 
16th  and  there  was  an  autumn  record.  All  records  are  given  below. 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Apr  23rd  (RMRG).  Stocker’s  Farm,  one  on  Apr  13th 
(SJC). 

M  Stain  Hill  Res,  one  on  May  14th  (JQ).  Queen  Mary  Res,  one  trapped  and 
another  seen  on  Oct  14th  (HRG,  PGWS).  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  one 
on  Apr  29th  (ARD). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  Apr  18th,  one  remaining  to  20th  (DMi). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  six  on  May  2nd,  two  on  5th  and  two  on  16th  (RBH). 

349  Desert  Wheatear  Oenanthe  deserti 


S  Bam  Elms  Res,  a  first  summer  male  on  Apr  13th  and  14th  (BPA  etal). 
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This  delightful  bird  provided  the  first  record  of  this  species  for  the 
London  Area  and  only  the  30th  for  Britain,  the  29th  being  a  male  at  St 
Margaret’s,  Kent,  about  a  week  earlier.  The  finder  earned  the  thanks  of 
many  of  London’s  commuter  birders  for  the  rapid  release  of  news  of  his 
discovery.  There  were  more  suits  and  briefcases  on  view  than  had 
previously  been  seen  at  a  major  ‘twitch’.  A  full  description  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  issue. 

359  Ring  Ouzel  Turdus  torquatus 

Another  good  year  with  at  least  33  birds  and  possibly  as  many  as  39.  The 
first  record  of  the  spring  was  on  Mar  31st  at  Beddington  SF  followed  by 
one  at  King  George  VI  Res  the  next  day.  There  were  no  more  until  one 
on  Apr  9th  and  this  was  followed  by  a  further  six  or  seven  new  birds  in  a 
week.  The  seven  days  commencing  Apr  19th  brought  at  least  14  new 
birds.  From  Apr  27th  until  the  last  record  of  spring  (at  Dagnam  Park  on 
May  3rd)  there  were  seven  new  birds,  making  a  minimum  of  29  in 
spring.  There  were  four  autumn  records  in  the  period  Oct  30th  to  Nov 
5th. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  a  female  on  May  3rd.  Fairlop,  a  male  from  Oct  30th  to 
Nov  5th.  Netherhall,  a  male  on  Nov  5th.  Romford,  a  female  on  Apr 
26th.  Waltham  Abbey,  one  on  Apr  26th.  Wm  Girling  Res,  a  male  on  Apr 
10th. 

Stocker’s  Farm,  a  male  on  Apr  11th,  13th  and  15th. 

Chattem  Hill,  two  males  on  Apr  28th.  Hounslow  Heath,  a  male  on  Apr 
13th,  two  males  on  19th,  a  male  and  two  females  on  20th,  a  female  on 
21st,  a  male  and  a  first-year  male  on  25th,  27th  and  29th,  and  a  first-year 
male  on  28th  and  30th,  making  a  minimum  of  six  birds  in  spring;  a  male 
on  Nov  1st.  King  George  VI  Res,  a  male  on  Apr  1st  and  2nd.  Lordship 
Lane  Recreation  Ground,  Tottenham,  a  male  on  Apr  25th.  Parkside 
Farm,  Enfield,  a  female  on  May  2nd.  Staines  Res,  a  male  on  Apr  9th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  a  male  and  female  on  Apr  25th.  Jubilee  Park,  a  female 
on  Apr  28th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  a  male  on  Mar  31st,  two  males  and  a  female  on  Apr  10th 
and  a  female  on  30th.  Ham  Lands,  a  male  on  Apr  10th,  three  males  on 
25th  and  a  single  male  on  27th  and  28th.  Holmethorpe  SP,  a  male  and 
female  on  Apr  25th.  Kingswood,  Hamsey,  a  male  on  Apr  29th.  South 
Norwood  CP,  a  female  on  Oct  31st. 

1987  Additional  Record 

K  Orpington,  a  first  winter  on  Oct  28th. 

1988  Additional  Records 

E  Dagnam  Park,  in  addition  to  the  records  published  in  LBR  53:  90,  two 
males  on  Apr  22nd,  three  males  from  Apr  25th  to  29th  and  in  autumn 
two  adult  males  from  Oct  13th  to  15th  and  an  immature  male  on  Oct  17th 
and  18th  with  an  adult  male  on  the  latter  date. 

360  Blackbird  Turdus  merula 

The  Blackbird  is  a  common  resident  throughout  the  Area  whether  it  be  in 
suburban  gardens,  inner  city  squares  or  its  natural  habitat  of  deciduous 
woodland.  The  summary  below  gives  high  counts  and  numbers  breeding 
in  census  areas. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  45  singing  males  in  summer.  Hainault  Forest,  60  on  Jan 
21st  and  70-100  on  Nov  25th.  Weald  Park,  45  singing  males  in  summer. 
Wm  Girling  Res,  50+  on  Dec  20th. 
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H  Amwell  GP,  20  on  Apr  7th.  Cheshunt  GP,  50  on  Nov  20th. 
Chorleywood  Common,  seven  males  on  Apr  23rd.  Rickmansworth 
Aquadrome,  four  males  on  May  13th.  Rye  Meads  SF,  27  singing  males 
in  summer. 

M  Brent  Res,  45  pairs  in  census  plot  (as  in  1988).  Osterley  Park,  12 
territories  in  census  plot  (as  in  1988).  Rammey  Marsh,  21  on  July  29th. 
West  Ruislip  GC,  33  on  Nov  30th.  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  17  pairs  bred.  Regent’s  Park,  12  pairs  bred 
(incomplete  survey).  St  James’s  Park,  14+  pairs  bred. 

K  Darenth  River  Walk,  49  on  Dec  5th.  Dartford  Marsh  and  Littlebrook,  a 
small  influx  in  December. 

S  Beddington  SF,  maximum  c50  in  November.  Bookham  Common,  17 
territories.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  c28  pairs  bred. 

364  Fieldfare  Tardus  pilaris 

January  was  very  mild,  dominated  by  warm  moist  air  from  the  west. 
Fieldfare  numbers  were  unexceptional  in  the  month,  the  largest  counts 
being  250  at  Aldenham  Res  and  Pamdon  Mead,  with  200  at  Tyttenhanger 
GP,  Mill  Hill  Village  and  Charville,  Hayes  End.  February  remained  mild 
until  22nd  when  a  cold  snap  arrived.  200  were  recorded  at  Rye  Meads 
SF  at  the  start  of  the  month  and  there  were  200  at  Haberdasher’s  School, 
Elstree,  throughout  the  month,  350  at  Shenleybury  on  12th,  200  at 
Fairlop  on  18th  and  220  at  Holmethorpe  on  20th.  The  largest  count  of  the 
month  was  400  at  Batlers  Green  on  25th.  Numbers  in  March  were 
unexceptional.  The  only  additional  sites  with  counts  of  200  or  more  were 
Sevenoaks  Reserve  and  Squires  Lake.  Ten  further  sites  recorded  100  or 
more  in  this  half  year.  April  was  cold  and  wintry  but  this  failed  to  bring 
sizeable  numbers  into  the  Area  with  only  one  record  of  more  than  80,  on 
2nd  when  there  were  350  in  the  Lea  Valley.  A  few  birds  lingered  into 
May  and  the  last  of  the  spring  was  at  Alexandra  Park  on  May  6th.  The 
only  Inner  London  record  during  this  part  of  the  year  was  one  in 
Regent’s  Park  on  March  14th. 

The  first  record  in  autumn  was  of  three  at  Dagnam  Park  on  Oct  1st,  but  it 
was  not  until  Oct  16th  that  a  sizeable  movement  was  seen  with  135  flying 
W  over  Hoblingwell  Wood.  With  little  sign  of  winter  except  for  a  short 
very  cold  spell  in  November  it  was  not  surprising  that  Fieldfares  were 
very  scarce  in  October  and  November,  the  150  recorded  at  Berwick 
Ponds  being  the  only  record  of  more  than  100.  December  began  with  200 
at  Wraysbury  GP  on  2nd.  The  largest  count  was  500  at  Broadwater  GP 
on  7th.  At  Bricket  Wood  there  were  250  in  a  mixed  flock  with  Redwings 
and  200  at  Holmethorpe  on  23rd.  Large  but  unquantified  numbers  were 
reported  from  Bentley  Priory  in  December.  There  were  no  large-scale 
thrush  movements  reported  and  Fieldfares  were  not  much  in  evidence  in 
most  areas,  only  nine  other  sites  holding  flocks  of  100  or  more.  In  Inner 
London  all  records  for  this  part  of  the  year  were  from  Regent’s  Park  with 
three  on  Oct  10th  and  12  other  days  when  birds  were  seen. 

1988  Additional  Record 

S  South  Norwood  CP,  one  on  Sept  4th  (JBi,  JBd);  this  pre-dates  the  earliest 
record  given  in  LBR  53 :  111. 

365  Song  Thrush  Turdus  philomelos 

Records  of  breeding  in  census  plots,  gatherings  of  note  and  Inner  London 
breeding  season  records  are  given  below.  A  poorly-recorded  species. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  29  pairs  in  breeding  season.  Weald  Park,  16  males 
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singing  in  breeding  season.  Wm  Girling  Res,  a  bird  on  Feb  16th  showed 
characteristics  of  the  nominate  race  which  breeds  from  Scandinavia  and 
Eastern  Europe  eastwards  and  lacks  the  overall  warm  hue  to  the 
upperparts  shown  by  the  British  race  clarkei. 

Rye  Meads  SF,  22  singing  males  in  the  breeding  season. 

Brent  Res,  25  pairs  (17  in  1988).  Osterley  Park,  four  pairs  on  census  plot 
(three  in  1988).  Inner  London :  Bred  or  present  in  the  breeding  season  at 
The  Embankment,  Green  Park,  Holland  Park,  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens  (three  territories),  King’s  Cross  Development,  Regent’s  Park  (at 
least  eight  pairs),  Russell  Square  and  St  James’s  Park  (two  pairs);  also 
present  in  many  other  parks  and  gardens  during  the  breeding  season. 

K  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  12  on  Jan  1st.  Dartford  Marsh,  winter  numbers 
reported  to  be  low. 

S  Inner  London :  Recorded  in  the  breeding  season  in  Archbishop’s  Park  and 
at  Battersea  Park  (c20  pairs). 

366  Redwing  Turdus  iliacus 

In  January,  which  was  exceptionally  mild,  the  largest  numbers  reported 
were  200  at  Aldenham  Res  on  13th  and  100  at  Park  Street  on  29th, 
Tyttenhanger  GP  on  2nd,  Wood  Lane,  Hendon,  on  24th  and  Amwell  GP 
also  on  24th.  February  numbers  were  again  low  in  most  areas  with  220  at 
Park  Street  the  only  count  over  100.  In  March  numbers  were  still  low, 
the  only  counts  in  three  figures  being  140  at  Dagnam  Park  on  8th,  150  at 
Squires  Lake  on  12th  and  100  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  also  on  12th.  Only 
small  numbers  were  reported  after  this  except  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve 
where  80  remained  on  26th.  In  April  there  were  no  flocks  recorded;  at 
Alexandra  Park  birds  were  present  to  8th,  after  which  the  only  record 
was  one  at  Rye  Meads  SF  on  28th.  In  Inner  London  the  only  wintering 
birds  were  at  Regent’s  Park  with  small  numbers  recorded  until  Mar  13th. 

The  first  autumn  birds  were  two  flying  SW  at  Bessels  Green,  one  at 
Dagnam  Park,  13  at  Nonsuch  Park  and  three  at  Rammey  Marsh  on  Oct 
1st.  Numbers  remained  low  until  10th  when  200  were  recorded  at 
Regent’s  Park  and  a  ‘large  movement’  was  noted  between  19.30  and 
20.30  hrs  at  Alexandra  Park.  By  mid-month  dry  weather  gave  way  to  wet 
and  windy  conditions  and  on  Oct  16th  a  considerable  movement  was 
noted  with  300  flying  W  over  Epsom  Common  between  10.30  and  12.00 
hrs,  800  flying  over  Ham  Lands,  511  W  over  Hoblingwell  Wood  and 
1,040  WSW  over  Woodmansteme  between  06.26  and  07.09  hrs.  The 
mild  winter  continued  into  November  and  Redwing  numbers  remained 
low.  The  only  counts  reaching  200  were  200-  at  Beddington  SF  an  Dec 
20th,  200  at  Broxboume  Woods  on  Dec  10th,  200  at  Cheshunt  GP  on 
Nov  17th,  250  at  Dagenham  Chase  on  Dec  3rd  and  200  at  Hainault 
Forest  in  both  November  and  December.  Inner  London  records  in  the 
second  half  of  the  year  came  from  Battersea  Park  (30+  on  Oct  9th), 
Kennington  Park  (one  on  Dec  28th),  Regent’s  Park  (250  on  Dec  22nd) 
and  The  London  Hospital  where  overhead  migration  was  noted  in  the 
evening  during  October. 

367  Mistle  Thrush  Turdus  viscivorus 

This  species  is  not  recorded  comprehensively  so  the  details  given  below 
give  but  a  sample  of  its  true  status.  Counts  of  post  breeding  gatherings, 
local  census  counts  and  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  six  pairs  bred;  a  post-breeding  flock  of  20.  Hainault 
Forest,  14  pairs  bred;  in  July  there  was  a  post-breeding  flock  of  20. 
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Sewardstone,  11  on  July  9th.  Starford,  13  on  Aug  25th.  Weald  Park, 
eight  singing  males  in  the  breeding  season. 

H  Garston,  45  on  Aug  22nd.  Smug  Oak  Lane,  40  on  Sept  3rd. 
Tyttenhanger  GP,  35  on  Sept  3rd. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  four  territories.  Brunei  University,  Uxbridge,  a  pair  had 
raised  two  young  by  the  end  of  January.  Hampton  Court  Park,  22  on  Jan 
25th.  Harefield  Grove,  25  on  July  10th.  Osterley  Park,  three  pairs  bred 
in  a  census  area.  Inner  London :  Reports  of  pairs  breeding  or  present  in 
the  breeding  season  came  from  the  following  sites:  Buckingham  Palace 
Gardens,  Hyde  Park  area,  London  Fields,  Mallet  Street,  Ranelagh 
Gardens,  Regent’s  Park  (at  least  nine  pairs  bred),  Russell  Square,  St 
James’s  Park  and  Victoria  Gardens. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  38  on  Sept  11th. 

K  Bromley  Common,  25  on  June  6th.  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  20  on  Jan  1st 
and  18  on  Dec  31st. 

S  Beddington  SF,  20  during  August.  Richmond  Park,  five  pairs  bred;  27  on 
Aug  17th.  Inner  London :  Present  in  the  breeding  season  at  the  following 
sites:  Archbishop’s  Park,  Battersea  Park  (eight  pairs  bred)  and 
Kennington  Park. 

369  Cetti’s  Warbler  Cettia  cetti 

There  was  a  maximum  of  six  at  one  locality  in  the  Lea  Valley  between 
Aug  20th  and  Sept  14th  —  a  good  passage  —  and  winter  records  at  both 
ends  of  the  year  from  different  localities.  One  singing  male  stayed  from 
Jan  1st  to  Aug  26th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Aug  20th  and  21st,  three  on  26th,  six  on  Sept  2nd, 
two  on  10th  and  two  on  14th  (GJW,  BR).  Rye  House  Marsh,  one  on  Dec 
8th  and  10th  (BGE,  PL).  Stanstead  Abbots  GP,  one  from  Jan  1st  to  Aug 
26th  (GJW  et  at). 

373  Grasshopper  Warbler  LocusteUa  naevia 

Although  young  were  observed  at  only  one  locality,  there  was  a  total  of 
17  singing  males  in  the  breeding  season  (late  May  to  July),  a  marked 
increase  on  recent  years.  The  first  birds  of  the  year  were  at  Rye  Meads 
SF  and  Wraysbury  GP  on  Apr  15th.  The  last  of  the  year  was  at 
Wraysbury  GP  on  Aug  17th.  All  records  are  given,  with  numbers  of 
pairs  or  singing  males  in  breeding  season  in  brackets. 

E  Abridge  (1).  Chingford  Plain,  one  on  Apr  21st  and  two  on  May  14th. 
Dagnam  Park  area  (1).  Fishers  Green  (3).  Hainault  Forest,  one  in  May. 
Rainham  Marsh,  one  in  April  and  May. 

H  Amwell  GP  (2);  one  on  Apr  23rd  and  three  on  Apr  29th.  Box  Wood  (2). 
Cheshunt  GP  (1).  Hatfield  Park,  one  on  May  2nd.  Roehyde,  one  on  Apr 
29th.  Rye  Meads  SF  (2);  one  on  Apr  15th  and  17th,  three  on  May  3rd, 
four  on  May  14th  and  one  on  July  29th. 

M  Dyrham  Park,  one  on  May  14th.  Frays  Meadows,  one  on  June  30th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP  (4);  one  on  Apr  15th,  at  least  five  on  Apr  29th,  up  to 
three  in  May  and  one  on  Aug  16th  and  17th. 

S  Epsom  Common,  one  pair  from  May  12th  to  21st  and  one  from  July  9th 
to  23rd.  Holmethorpe  SP,  one  on  Aug  14th. 

1988  Correction 

E  Maylands  GC,  one  from  Apr  20th  to  July  8th,  not  just  on  latter  date  as 
published  in  LBR  53:  93. 
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375  Savi’s  Warbler  Locustella  luscinioides 

H  Rye  Meads  Meadows,  a  singing  male  from  May  2nd  to  5th  (CCl  et  al). 

This  was  the  first  record  since  May  1981  and  only  the  third  ever;  all  have 


378  Sedge  Warbler  Acrocephalus  schoenobaenus 

Breeding  numbers  remained  stable.  The  numbers  of  pairs  or  singing 
males  reported  in  the  breeding  season  were  113  in  Essex,  191  in  Herts, 
39  in  Middx,  seven  in  Kent  and  six  in  Surrey,  a  total  of  356  compared 
with  353  in  1988.  The  Hersham  RG  trapped  50  at  Queen  Mary  GP,  their 
best  total  since  1980.  The  first  bird  of  the  the  year  was  in  Regent’s  Park 
on  the  exceptionally  early  date  of  Mar  22nd,  followed  by  three  more 
before  the  end  of  March,  at  Ham  Lands  on  the  28th  and  Cheshunt  and 
Rye  Meads  SF  on  the  30th.  The  last  bird  of  the  year  was  at  Rye  Meads 
SF  on  Sept  30th.  Localities  with  ten  or  more  pairs  or  singing  males  (total 
in  brackets)  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds/lngreboume  Valley  (40).  Rainham  Marsh  (40).  West 
Thurrock  (12). 

Amwell  GP  (38).  Cheshunt  GP  (57).  Rye  Meads  (90). 

Brent  Res  (18+,  an  increase).  Inner  London:  Camley  Street  Natural  Park, 
one  on  Aug  29th  (APz)  and  two  on  Sept  4th  (APz,  AJM).  Regent’s  Park, 
singles  on  Mar  22nd,  Apr  28th  and  30th  and  May  2nd  (ARD). 

S  Inner  London :  Battersea  Park,  two  on  Apr  24th  and  30th  and  singles  on 
May  6th  and  8th  (BM).  Surrey  Docks,  two  on  Apr  30th  (RKe). 
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382  Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  scirpaceus 

Breeding  numbers  increased,  returning  to  the  1987  levels  after  a  fall  in 
1988.  The  numbers  of  pairs  or  singing  males  reported  in  the  breeding 
season  were  314  in  Essex,  98  in  Herts,  50  in  Middx,  four  in  Bucks,  57  in 
Kent  and  13  in  Surrey,  a  total  of  536  compared  with  477  in  1988  and  543 
in  1987.  The  first  bird  of  the  year  was  at  Kempton  Park  Res  on  Apr  17th. 
The  last  bird  of  the  year  was  at  Field  Common  GP  on  the  late  date  of 
Nov  8th.  Localities  with  ten  or  more  pairs  or  singing  males  (totals  in 
brackets)  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP  (10).  Dagenham  Chase  (15).  Berwick  Ponds/ 
Ingreboume  Valley  (90).  Leyton/Hackney  (10).  Rainham  Marsh  (140). 
West  Thurrock  (40). 

H  Amwell  GP  (12).  Cheshunt  GP  (51).  Rye  Meads  (27). 

M  Harefield  Place  GP  (clO).  Brent  Res  (28,  a  decrease).  Inner  London’. 
Camley  Street  Natural  Park,  two  singing  on  July  11th,  two  on  Aug  4th 
and  singles  on  other  dates  up  to  Sept  12th.  King’s  Cross  Development 
Area,  one  on  Sept  4th. 

K  Crayford  Marsh  (20+).  Ruxley  GP  (11+).  Thamesmead  (23). 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  May  6th,  June  1st  and  Sept  5th. 
Surrey  Docks,  two  pairs  bred. 

389  Dartford  Warbler  Sylvia  undata 

The  appearance  of  a  pair  at  a  former  breeding  locality  in  late  March 
raised  hopes  of  the  first  breeding  record  since  1939.  These  were  fulfilled 
with  the  sight  of  the  pair  with  two  young  in  July.  Almost  as  exciting  were 
two  winter  records,  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  year,  since  they  were 
only  the  ninth  and  tenth  records  (not  including  the  breeding  pair)  since 
1939.  The  Thamesmead  bird  survived  the  mild  winter  in  a  small  area  of 
grassland  next  to  the  River  Thames  and  spent  much  of  its  time  in  the 
company  of  Stonechats.  Details  of  all  the  records  are  given  below. 

E  Walthamstow  Marsh,  a  male  from  Feb  12th  to  28th  (PWn  et  at).  This  bird 
may  have  been  present  for  some  time  and  also  in  1988. 

K  Thamesmead,  a  male  from  Nov  11th  to  the  end  of  the  year  (AW,  NRW  et 
at).  There  were  possibly  two  birds  on  the  first  day. 

S  Locality  withheld,  a  pair,  first  seen  on  Mar  25th,  successfully  raised  two 
young  in  a  small  much-disturbed  area  of  heather  and  gorse;  they  were 
still  present  at  the  end  of  the  year  (per  PGWS). 

397  Lesser  Whitethroat  Sylvia  curruca 

A  total  of  90  singing  males  or  pairs  were  reported  in  the  breeding  season, 
compared  with  113  in  1985.  The  only  comment  on  breeding  status  came 
from  Wimbledon  Common  where  the  observer  noted  a  decline  to  five 
pairs  from  seven  in  1988.  The  highest  breeding  concentration  was  six 
pairs,  at  Queen  Mary  GP  and  at  Brent  Res.  Observers  at  Beddington  SF 
reported  a  good  spring  passage  but  a  poor  autumn  passage.  The  first  bird 
of  the  year  was  at  Ham  Lands  on  Apr  13th.  The  maximum  autumn  count 
was  13  at  Wraysbury  GP  on  Aug  19th  and  the  last  bird  of  the  year  was  at 
Fairlop  on  Oct  4th.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  recorded  on  spring 
passage.  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Apr  27th  and  Sept  21st. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  single  males  on  Apr  25th,  May  2nd  and 
7th,  one  on  Aug  24th,  two  on  Aug  28th  and  31st  and  singles  on  Sept  4th, 
21st  and  24th.  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Apr  30th. 
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398  Whitethroat  Sylvia  communis 

Breeding  numbers  increased  substantially,  -reaching  a  total  of  299  pairs  or 
singing  males  compared  with  193  in  1985  and  180  in  1983.  There  was  a 
50%  increase  on  1988  at  South  Norwood  CP  despite  a  large  habitat  loss 
and,  in  Essex,  the  breeding  population  in  the  Ingreboume  Valley 
increased  to  the  level  before  1969,  when  the  population  crashed.  There 
was  a  large  increase  at  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  observers  at  Ham  Lands 
reported  the  highest  number  of  territories  ever  and  the  species  bred  at 
Osterley  Park  for  the  first  time  since  1982. 

Like  the  Redstart,  which  also  winters  in  the  Sahel,  south  of  the  Sahara, 
this  species  seems  to  be  making  a  strong  comeback.  Conditions  have  not 
improved  a  great  deal  in  the  Sahel  which  raises  the  possibility  that  these 
species  may  have  colonised  new  wintering  grounds. 

The  reported  county  breeding  totals  were  130  in  Essex,  18  in  Herts,  34 
in  Middx,  29  in  Kent  and  88  in  Surrey.  In  line  with  increased  breeding 
numbers  the  Hersham  RG  trapped  48  birds  during  the  year,  the  highest 
total  since  1982.  The  first  bird  of  the  year  was  at  West  Thurrock  on  Apr 
15th,  the  last  two  were  at  Ham  Lands  and  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield,  on 
Sept  25th.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Apr  27th,  May  2nd  and  Sept 
14th  and  21st. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  single  males  on  Apr  19th,  May  9th  and 
July  28th.  Surrey  Docks,  two  on  Apr  30th. 

1988  Correction 

There  were  40  pairs  in  the  South  Hornchurch  area,  not  at  Hornchurch  as 
stated  in  LBR  53:  94. 

399  Garden  Warbler  Sylvia  borin 

Breeding  numbers  were  probably  lower  than  in  recent  years  with  111 
pairs  or  singing  males  reported  in  addition  to  those  at  Bromley  Common, 
High  Elms  and  Petts  Wood,  where  it  was  described  as  common. 
Hersham  RG  trapped  18  birds,  their  lowest  total  since  1978.  However, 
there  were  seven  pairs  on  Wimbledon  Common  compared  with  six  in 
1988.  The  first  was  on  Apr  17th  at  Sewardstone  and  the  last  was  at 
Horton  GP  on  Oct  1st.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens,  one  on  May  9th.  Hyde  Park, 
one  on  Sept  15th.  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Apr  24th  and  25th,  two  on 
May  10th  and  14th  and  a  single  on  May  17th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  May  2nd  and  6th,  two  on  July 
28th,  one  on  31st,  two  on  Aug  12th,  singles  on  14th  and  17th,  two  on 
23rd  and  one  on  Sept  12th. 

400  Blackcap  Sylvia  atricapilla 

A  total  of  372  pairs  or  singing  males  were  reported  with  125  in  Essex,  33 
in  Herts,  74  in  Middx,  14  in  Kent  and  126  in  Surrey.  There  were  no 
comments  on  changes  in  status.  The  first  returning  birds  probably  arrived 
on  Mar  27th  when  there  were  four  singing  males  at  different  localities.  It 
is  much  more  difficult  to  assess  which  was  the  last  to  leave  but  it  was 
probably  one  at  Ham  Lands  on  Oct  5th.  A  summary  of  winter  records 
and  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  1989 


97 


E 

H 

M  IL 

B 

K 
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Totals 

January  and  February 

individuals 

1 

3 

4  - 

- 

5 

1 

14 

localities 

1 

2 

3  - 

- 

3 

1 

10 

November  and  December 

individuals 

1 

- 

6  - 

1 

5 

3 

16 

localities 

1 

- 

5  - 

1 

3 

3 

14 

The  individuals  total  for  January  and  February  was  14,  compared  with 
seven  in  1988  and  17  in  1987.  The  individuals  total  for  November  and 
December  was  16,  compared  with  24  in  1988  and  12  in  1987. 

M  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  an  unpaired  male 
was  present  during  breeding  census.  Regent’s  Park,  five  pairs  bred.  St 
James’s  Park,  a  male  on  Apr  26th.  South  Kensington,  a  male  on  May 
2nd. 

S  Inner  London :  Battersea  Park,  one  male  on  Mar  30th,  two  males  on  Apr 
12th,  two  males  and  a  female  on  23rd,  nine  on  24th,  six  on  25th,  a  male 
and  a  female  on  30th  and  six  on  Sept  13th.  Surrey  Docks,  two  pairs 
probably  bred. 

408  Wood  Warbler  PhyUoscopus  sibilatrix 

As  in  1988  there  were  no  reports  of  successful  breeding  though  one 
observer  commented  that  two  pairs  probably  bred  in  Kent  and  there  were 
an  additional  five  singing  males  during  late  May  and  June.  In  1988  the 
only  breeding  records  concerned  four  singing  males,  but  in  1987  two 
pairs  bred  successfully,  one  built  a  nest  and  one  laid  eggs,  and  there  were 
14  additional  singing  males.  The  first  bird  of  the  year  was  at  Putney 
Heath  on  Apr  16th  and  the  last  at  Panshanger  Park  on  Sept  17th.  All 
records  are  given  below. 

E  Epping  Forest,  at  least  one  singing  male  on  May  1st,  one  singing  male 
June  1st  and  one  on  Aug  1st.  Hainault  Forest,  two  males  on  Apr  29th. 

H  Bricket  Wood,  single  males  on  May  4th  and  25th.  Cheshunt  GP,  one  on 
Sept  2nd.  Northaw  Great  Wood,  one  male  on  May  14th.  Panshanger 
Park,  one  on  Sept  17th. 

M  Bruce  Castle  Park,  one  on  Aug  15th.  Harrow  Weald  Common,  one 
singing  male  on  May  26th.  Kempton  Park  Res,  one  male  on  May  5th. 
Lordship  Lane,  Tottenham,  one  singing  male  on  May  2nd.  Ruislip  Local 
NR,  a  juvenile  ringed  on  Aug  5th.  Stanmore  Common,  a  singing  male 
from  May  2nd  to  27th.  Tottenham  Cemetery,  singles  on  Aug  3rd,  4th, 
27th  and  28th.  Wormwood  Scrubs,  a  singing  male  on  May  8th.  Inner 
London :  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Aug  11th  and  21st. 

K  Bromley  Common,  a  singing  male  on  May  17th.  Dartford  Marsh,  a 
singing  male  on  May  2nd.  Petts  Wood,  two  pairs  present  to  July  2nd, 
probably  bred. 

S  Bookham  Common,  a  singing  male  from  May  13th  to  17th.  Esher 
Common,  two  singing  males  on  May  4th.  Ham  Lands,  a  singing  male  on 
May  2nd.  Holmethorpe  SP,  one  on  June  28th.  Morden  Hall  Park,  one 
singing  male  on  Apr  30th.  Putney  Heath,  one  on  Apr  16th  and  a  singing 
male  on  Apr  30th.  Richmond  Park,  a  singing  male  on  May  21st.  West 
End  Common,  two  singing  males  in  May.  Inner  London :  Battersea  Park, 
single  singing  males  on  May  6th  and  8th  and  singles  on  Aug  12th  and 
23rd  and  Sept  1st  and  2nd. 

1982  Correction 

K  Orpington,  one  on  Aug  12th  ( LBR  47:  76)  was  also  seen  on  11th. 

1987  Additional  Records 

M  Bayhurst  Wood,  a  singing  male  from  May  3rd  to  30th.  Mad  Bess  Wood, 
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a  singing  male  on  Apr  28th,  a  nest  with  seven  eggs  on  May  13th  found 
raided  by  a  predator  on  May  24th  and  a  male  singing  on  May  30th. 

K  Orpington,  one  on  Apr  23rd. 

1988  Correction 

E  Upminster,  one  singing  on  Apr  21st  ( LBR  53:  95)  was  in  fact  at  South 
Hornchurch. 

409  Chiffchaff  PhyUoscopus  coliybita 

One  comment  on  breeding  status  came  from  Essex  where  there  was  a 
great  increase  this  year  with  numbers  double  the  usual  average  at 
Hainault  Forest  (MKD).  Hersham  RG  trapped  171  birds  at  Queen  Mary 
GP  during  the  year,  their  best  total  ever.  The  first  arrival  of  spring 
migrants  occurred  on  Mar  10th  (three  singing  males)  and  11th  (11 
singing  males)  and  the  main  departure  of  summer  visitors  seemed  to 
occur  during  late  September  and  early  October.  Birds  showing 
characteristics  of  the  pale  ‘northern’  race  tristis  were  at  Alexandra  Park 
on  Nov  26th  ( APBR) ,  Brent  Res  on  Jan  11th  (SEB)  and  from  Dec  2nd  into 
1990  (LAB,  RBd),  Cheshunt  GP  on  Dec  2nd  (GJW),  Fairlop  on  Nov  4th 
(CGn),  Hainault  Forest  on  Nov  18th  (MKD)  and  Hogsmill  SF  on  Nov  11th 
(PML).  A  summary  of  winter  records  and  all  Inner  London  records  are 
given  below. 


E 

H 

M 

IL 

B 

K 

S 

Totals 

January  and  February 

individuals 

2 

2 

4 

1 

3 

9 

1 

22 

localities 

1 

2 

4 

1 

2 

3 

1 

14 

November  and  December 

individuals 

7 

7 

6 

2 

5 

7 

8 

42 

localities 

6 

3 

4 

2 

2 

5 

6 

28 

The  individuals  total  for  January  and  February  was  22,  compared  with  11 
in  1988  and  27  in  1987.  The  individuals  total  for  November  and 
December  was  42,  compared  with  32  in  1988  and  nine  in  1987. 

M  Inner  London :  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens,  one  nest  found.  Camley 
Street  Natural  Park,  three  singles  in  August  and  September  and  one  on 
Dec  4th.  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  two  territiories.  King’s 
Cross  Development  Area,  one  on  Nov  27th  was  probably  the  same  bird 
as  at  Camley  Street.  New  River  Walk,  Nl,one  on  Mar  29th.  Regent’s 
Park,  one  on  Mar  11th,  possibly  bred;  highest  autumn  count  30+  on  Sept 
21s.  St  James’s  Park,  singles  in  September,  one  on  Oct  4th  and  one 
trapped  on  Dec  2nd. 

S  Inner  London :  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Jan  15th,  singles  on  Mar  21st  and 
30th,  six  on  Apr  11th  and  singles  on  June  25th  and  July  15th;  autumn 
passage  lasted  from  Sept  2nd  to  Oct  17th  with  a  maximum  of  12  between 
Sept  24th  and  28th.  Kennington  Park,  one  on  Sept  18th.  Lambeth  Palace 
Gardens,  two  between  May  23rd  and  31st.  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  July 
25  th. 

1988  Correction 

M  Inner  London :  Holland  Park,  one  singing  on  May  20th,  not  May  30th  as 
published  (LBR  53:  96). 

1988  Additional  Record 
S  Inner  London :  South  Bank,  one  on  Oct  3rd. 
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410  Willow  Warbler  Phylloscopus  trochilus 

The  first  bird  of  the  year  was  at  St  Albans  on  Mar  26th  and  the  last 
migrant  was  at  Hounslow  Heath  on  Oct  13th;  this  was  followed  by  a 
winter  record:  Alexandra  Park  (M),  one  from  Nov  25th  to  Dec  6th  (NB, 
PL).  Winter  records  in  London  are  not  without  precedent;  there  were 
three  in  1983  alone  ( LBR  48:  77).  There  were  no  comments  on  changes 
in  breeding  status.  Records  of  20  or  more  singing  males  or  pairs  in  the 
breeding  season  (numbers  in  brackets)  and  Inner  London  records  are 
given. 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP  (25).  Berwick  Ponds  (25).  Dagnam  Park  (20). 
Hainault  Forest  (65).  Havering  (30).  Thomdon  Park  (40).  Weald  Park 
(33). 

Cheshunt  GP  (31).  Chorleywood  Common  (27). 

Inner  London :  Camley  Street  Natural  Park,  singles  on  Aug  7th  and  Sept 
12th.  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  recorded  on  passage.  King’s 
Cross  Development  Area,  singles  on  June  11th,  Sept  3rd  and  18th  and 
Oct  2nd.  Regent’s  Park,  two  on  Apr  4th,  16  on  Apr  27th,  one  on  June 
15th  and  30+  between  Aug  25th  and  30th.  St  James’s  Park,  singles  on 
several  dates  in  April.  Victoria  Park,  one  singing  on  May  27th. 

Inner  London :  Bankside  PS,  one  on  Apr  12th.  Battersea  Park,  one  on 
Mar  28th  and  two  on  30th,  12  on  Apr  11th,  20  on  13th,  12  on  19th  and 
20  on  25th  and  one  on  May  29th;  autumn  passage  lasted  from  July  20th 
to  Sept  19th  with  a  maximum  of  30  on  Sept  3rd.  Kennington  Park,  one 
on  Apr  9th.  Surrey  Docks,  two  singing  males  from  April  to  June;  may 
have  bred. 

Go  Id  crest  Reg  ulus  re g  ulus 

A  widespread  but  poorly-recorded  breeding  species  that  has  benefited 
from  a  run  of  mild  winters.  Numbers  at  the  start  of  the  year  remained 
high  following  the  influx  in  October  1988  and  there  were  again  signs  of 
an  influx  in  October  extending  into  November.  Double- figure  counts  and 
Inner  London  records  are  summarised  below. 

Berwick  Ponds,  20  on  Oct  24th.  Dagnam  Park,  ten  in  January  and  up  to 
15  in  October.  Hainault  Forest,  monthly  maxima  of  30  in  January,  35  in 
February,  25  in  September,  100  in  October,  35  in  November  and  20  in 
December.  Weald  Park,  30  on  Jan  2nd. 

Potters  Crouch,  Bedmond,  55  on  Nov  4th. 

Bentley  Priory,  12  on  Feb  9th.  Coppetts  Wood,  N12,  50  on  Oct  14th. 
Denham  Lock,  11+  on  Dec  20th.  Queen  Mary  GP,  maximum  of  25  on 
Nov  11th.  Inner  London:  Aberdare  Gardens,  NW6,  a  male  singing  from 
Apr  21st  to  May  6th  and  one  or  two  nearby  in  November  and  December. 
Camley  Street  Natural  Park,  singles  on  Nov  13th  and  23rd.  Hyde  Park, 
present  throughout  year  and  believed  to  have  bred  in  the  Nursery. 
Regent’s  Park,  present  throughout  year  and  may  have  bred  locally; 
autumn  passage  began  on  Sept  21st  with  a  peak  of  30+  on  Oct  10th.  St 
James’s  Park,  singles  in  September  and  December  and  four  on  Nov  29th. 
Victoria  Tower  Gardens,  two  on  Oct  6th. 

B  Black  Park,  25+  on  Feb  18th. 

K  Scadbury  Park,  14  on  Feb  19th. 

S  Surbiton,  c20  on  Jan  15th.  Inner  London :  Battersea  Park,  eight  on  Jan 
7th  and  monthly  maxima  of  c40  in  September,  c30  in  October  and  c20  in 
December.  Kennington  Park,  one  or  two  migrants  between  Oct  1 1th  and 
Nov  16th. 
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412  Firecrest  Regulus  ignicapiUus 

A  marked  reduction  with  only  19  records  of  about  21  birds  from  17  sites, 
compared  with  nearly  40  birds  in  1988.  There  was  only  one  April  record 
and,  despite  several  singing  males  in  May,  only  one  pair  was  reported 
but  with  no  proof  of  breeding.  One  third  of  the  records  fell  in  the  last  two 
months  of  the  year.  All  records  are  given  below. 

E  Epping  Forest,  a  singing  male  on  May  13th  (CGn).  Hainault  Forest,  a 
singing  male  in  May  and  June  (MKD).  Thomdon  Park,  a  singing  male  on 
May  29th  (MKD).  West  Thurrock,  one  singing  on  May  13th  (KFB). 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Apr  18th  (GJW,  sCr).  Hatfield  Park,  two  males 
throughout  May,  a  pair  in  June  and  a  second  male  at  another  site  on  9th 
(CBh) . 

M  Bushy  Park,  one  on  Jan  14th  (ETB).  Hillingdon,  one  on  Dec  11th  (PEB). 
Kempton  Park  Res,  a  singing  male  on  Mar  28th  (JH).  St  Paul’s  Church, 
Mill  Hill,  NW7,  a  male  on  May  2nd  (WAH).  Inner  London :  Regent’s 
Park,  a  female  on  Oct  2nd  (ARD). 

K  Darenth,  singles  on  Mar  12th  (AHn)  and  from  Dec  8th  into  1990  (TT,  MTs). 
Dulwich  Park,  one  on  Nov  10th  and  11th  (PBb).  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one 
on  Dec  31st  (AJBt).  Sydenham  Hill  Woods,  two  from  May  29th  to  the  end 
of  the  year  (JWn,  CDRH,  JKA  el  at). 

S  Mitcham  Common,  a  female  on  Nov  26th  (MJN).  Putney  Heath,  one  on 
Nov  16th  (RES,  RGn). 

1983  Addition  Record 
K  Orpington,  one  on  Jan  10th  (RD). 

1986  Additional  Record 
K  Orpington,  one  on  Nov  3rd  (RD). 

1988  Correction 

H  The  record  of  one  at  Rye  Meads  SF  on  Sept  3rd  {LBR  53:  97)  should  be 
deleted. 

1988  Additional  Records 

H  Rye  Meads  SF,  one  trapped  and  ringed  on  Oct  30th  and  one  on  Nov  28th 
(RMRG). 

413  Spotted  Flycatcher  Muscicapa  striata 

The  numbers  of  pairs  reported  in  the  breeeding  season  were  47  in  Essex 
(down  from  61  in  1988),  17  in  Herts  (down  from  19),  34  in  Middx 
(including  six  in  Inner  London)  (up  from  18),  11  in  Kent  (unchanged)  and 
15  in  Surrey  (including  two  in  Inner  London)  (unchanged),  a  total  of  124 
(unchanged).  Breeding  numbers  at  Osterley  Park  showed  a  further 
decline  to  two  pairs  from  three  pairs  in  1988  and  15  in  1984  and  there 
were  four  territories  at  Alexandra  Park  compared  with  five  in  1988.  The 
first  of  the  year  was  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  Apr  23rd  and  the  last  at 
Tottenham  Cemetery  on  Sept  28th.  Inner  London  records  are 
summarised  below. 

M  Inner  London :  Alwyne  Road,  Nl,  one  pair  bred;  probably  responsible 
for  subsequent  records  of  a  pair  with  fledged  young  at  New  River  Walk 
on  July  22nd  and  Wallace  Road  on  Aug  1st.  BunhiU  Fields,  EC1,  a  pair 
holding  territory  on  June  27th.  Gibson  Square,  Nl,  one  pair  bred.  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  at  least  two  territories.  Priory  Road, 
NW6,  an  adult  feeding  a  locally  bred  juvenile  on  June  23rd.  Regent’s 
Park,  one  on  May  23rd,  eight  on  Aug  30th  and  five  on  Aug  31st. 

S  Inner  London:  Archbishop’s  Park,  Lambeth,  one  on  July  6th.  Battersea 
Park,  singles  on  May  8th  and  12th,  June  7th,  July  1st  and  Aug  17th  and 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  1989 


101 


20th,  two  on  Aug  31st  and  Sept  1st  and  singles  on  Sept  19th  and  25th. 
Kennington  Park,  one  pair  bred.  Lambeth  Palace  Gardens,  one  from  May 
23rd  to  31st. 

1988  Correction 

S  Inner  London :  For  Archbishop’s  Palace,  read  Archbishop’s  Park, 
Lambeth  ( LBR  53:  98). 

414  Red-breasted  Flycatcher  Ficedula  parva 

S  Kew  Gardens,  a  male  on  Nov  5th  was  heard  calling  and  watched  for  five 
to  ten  minutes  (Tlx). 

The  eighth  record  for  the  London  Area  and  much  the  latest  in  the  year, 
being  very  late  by  national  standards.  Six  of  the  previous  records  fell 
between  mid-August  and  mid-September  with  one  in  mid-July.  The  1989 
record  was  long  overdue,  the  last  being  in  1974.  Like  most  previous 
birds  in  London,  this  one  was  seen  on  only  one  day. 

416  Pied  Flycatcher  Ficedula  hypoleuca 

A  better  year  with  reports  from  17  sites,  eight  in  spring,  one  in  July  and 
11  in  autumn,  but  again  just  one  sighting  of  more  than  one  bird.  All 
records  are  given  below. 

E  Fishers  Green,  a  male  on  Apr  25th  (EM).  Romford,  one  on  Aug  27th 
(MKD). 

H  Oxhey,  a  female  on  Apr  25th  (GSE). 

M  Aberdeen  Park,  Highbury,  one  on  Aug  22nd  (TGs).  Cranford  Park, 
Hayes,  one  on  Sept  14th  (REM).  Gunnersbury  Park,  one  on  Aug  23rd 
(PJH).  Hampstead  Heath,  two  on  Aug  20th  (MTr).  New  Years  Green, 
Harefield,  a  male  on  July  24th  (RDNHS).  Rammey  Marsh,  one  on  Sept 
17th  (SCr).  Tottenham  Cemetery,  a  female  on  May  2nd  and  singles  on 
Aug  22nd,  26th,  28th  and  30th  and  Sept  1st  and  22nd  (PL,  DLt,  RMC). 
Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Apr  26th  and  28th  and  Aug 
24th,  three  on  Sept  13th  and  one  on  Sept  15th  (ARD). 

K  Dulwich  Woods,  a  male  on  Apr  29th  (PBb).  Orpington,  one  on  Aug  20th 
(RD). 

S  Park  Downs,  Banstead,  one  on  May  18th  (GJH).  Prince  Way,  SW19,  a 
female  on  Sept  10th  was  killed  by  a  cat  (RMu).  Richmond  Park,  one  on 
Apr  18th  (EDt).  Inner  London :  Battersea  Park,  a  male  from  Apr  12th  to 
14th,  a  female  on  May  12th  and  singles  on  Aug  19th  and  Sept  11th  (BM). 

1982  Additional  Record 
K  Orpington,  one  on  Sept  16th  (RD). 

1985  Additional  Record 
K  Orpington,  one  on  Sept  11th  (RD). 

1988  Correction 

In  the  table  of  first  and  last  dates  of  migrants  ( LBR  53:  111),  the  details 
of  the  last  departure  should  have  been  given  as  Sept  5th  at  Battersea  Park 
(BM). 


417  Bearded  Tit  Panurus  biarmicus 

Reported  from  eight  sites  during  the  year,  with  birds  wintering  at  three  in 
the  first  period  and  two  in  the  second  but  otherwise  quickly  passing  on. 
All  records  are  given  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  six  in  January  (MKD,  SRF)  had  been  present  since  autumn 
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1988;  up  to  12  from  October  to  December  (MKD).  Dagenham  Chase,  11 
on  Nov  12th  (SBn).  Fairlop,  two  on  Oct  15th  remained  only  25  minutes 
(CGn).  Rainham  Marsh,  four  in  January  and  February  (MKD).  West 
Thurrock,  six  on  Dec  16th  (MKD). 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  male  from  Nov  12th  into  1990  (BTa,  GJW,  BR). 

M  Brent  Res,  the  three  first  reported  on  Nov  11th  .1988  (not  Nov  12th  as 
stated  in  LBR  53:  99)  remained  until  Mar  3rd  (RBd,  LAB,  DWn,  SEB)  with  a 
lone  female  reported  on  Mar  11th  (RBd,  JCs). 

K  Littlebrook  GP,  seven  on  Nov  17th  (RWn,  cwn)  were  pinging  and  showing 
signs  of  irruptive  behaviour. 

418  Long-tailed  Tit  Aegithalos  caudatus 

There  were  a  number  of  counts  of  50  or  more  and  several  observers 
commented  that  the  species  was  widespread  and  common  all  year.  The 
highest  counts  of  the  year  were  65  in  four  flocks  at  Denham  Lock  on 
Aug  31st  and  60+  at  Wraysbury  GP  on  Oct  14th.  Five  or  more  breeding 
pairs  were  reported  at  Battersea  Park  (6),  Cheshunt  GP  (7),  Dagnam 
Park  (6),  Ham  Lands  (7-8)  and  Weald  Park  (10).  Inner  London  records 
are  summarised  below. 

M  Inner  London :  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens,  present  in  the  breeding 
season.  Greville  Place,  NW6,  eight  in  June  including  adults  feeding 
juveniles.  Holland  Park,  one  on  Feb  8th.  Hyde  Park,  one  pair  bred. 
Kensington  Gardens,  a  pair  on  Feb  7th.  Regent’s  Park,  three  pairs  bred; 
13  on  June  2nd  and  30  on  Oct  10th.  St  James’s  Park,  one  or  two  in 
February,  March  and  from  June  to  September,  eight  on  Oct  9th,  up  to 
five  in  November  and  one  on  Dec  2nd.  Steele’s  Road,  NW3,  c6  in  June 
and  July. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  six  pairs  bred,  raising  c30  young;  20  on 
Feb  7th  and  Dec  18th. 


419  Marsh  Tit 


Parus  palustris 


Only  25  pairs  were  reported  in  the  breeding  season,  down  from  37  in 
1988,  but  these  included  14  at  Hainault  Forest  (unchanged  from  1988) 
and  numbers  at  Epping  Forest,  where  there  were  ten  pairs  in  1988,  were 
not  reported.  There  was  only  one  record  for  the  whole  of  Middx,  one  at 
Alexandra  Park  on  Apr  8th,  which  constituted  the  first  record  of  the 
species  for  the  site.  There  were  no  Inner  London  records. 

420  Willow  Tit  Parus  montanus 

Widely  reported  in  Herts  and  Middx  both  in  and  out  of  the  breeding 
season  but  only  three  reports  south  of  the  River  Thames:  one  singing  at 
Luilingstone  Park  (K)  on  June  24th,  one  at  Norbury  Park  (S)  on  Dec  28th 
and  one  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  (K)  on  Oct  12th.  Reported  (by  MKD)  to  be 
declining  in  Essex,  with  birds  no  longer  present  in  TQ58  and  present  in 
only  three  or  four  tetrads  in  TQ49.  There  were  no  Inner  London  records. 


422  Coal  Tit 


Parus  aier 


One  of  a  number  of  poorly-recorded  passerines  -  only  the  results  of  the 
new  Breeding  Atlas  will  reveal  its  true  status.  The  highest  counts  of 
breeding  numbers  were  15-20  pairs  breeding  at  Hainault  Forest,  nine 
pairs  at  Weald  Park,  eight  territories  at  Osterley  Park  and  12-14 
territories  in  Richmond  Park.  Inner  London  records  are  summarised 
below. 
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M  Inner  London :  Green  Park,  one  on  Feb  11th.  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens,  at  least  one  territory.  Priory  Road,  NW6,  one  in  song  on  Feb 
8th.  St  James’s  Park,  one  territory.  South  Kensington,  one  singing  on 
May  4th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  eight  on  Mar  19th. 

1988  Correction 

S  Inner  London :  Four  pairs  bred  at  Battersea  Park,  not  as  stated  in  LBR 
53:  100. 

423  Blue  Tit  Parus  caemleus 

Highest  counts  of  breeding  numbers  of  this  abundant  and  widespread 
resident  and  a  summary  of  Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are 
given  below. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  35  pairs.  Weald  Park,  43  pairs. 

H  Chorleywood  Common,  35  on  Apr  23rd.  Rickmansworth  Aquadrome,  15 
on  Apr  30th. 

M  Brent  Res,  22  pairs  on  census  plots  (22  in  1988).  Osterley  Park,  nine 
territories  (ten  in  1988).  Inner  London :  Green  Park,  one  on  June  5th. 
Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  13  territories  on  census  plot. 
Regent’s  Park,  a  partial  survey  found  ten  breeding  pairs.  St  James’s 
Park,  four  territories.  Also  bred  at  Barbican,  Hoxton,  King’s  Cross 
Development,  New  River  Walk  and  Wapping  and  present  in  breeding 
season  at  Bloomsbury  Square  and  Russell  Square. 

S  Bookham  Common,  27  territories.  Inner  London:  Archbishop’s  Park, 
Lambeth,  one  pair  bred.  Battersea  Park,  c25  pairs  bred.  Hatfields,  South 
Bank,  one  in  song  on  June  1st.  St  Thomas’  Hospital,  one  territory. 
Southwark  Cathedral,  one  on  Apr  19th.  Westminster  Bridge  Road,  one 
singing  on  Apr  28th. 

424  Great  Tit  Pams  major 

Highest  counts  of  breeding  numbers  of  this  abundant  and  widespread 
resident  and  a  summary  of  Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are 
given  below.  There  was  no  evidence  of  a  significant  change  in  numbers 
or  distribution. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  21  pairs.  Weald  Park,  31  pairs. 

H  Chorleywood  Common,  14  on  Apr  23rd.  Rickmansworth  Aquadrome,  13 
on  Apr  15th. 

M  Brent  Res,  11  pairs  on  census  plots  (ten  in  1988).  Osterley  Park,  seven 
territories  on  census  plots  (unchanged).  Inner  London:  Green  Park,  one 
pair  bred.  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  eight  territories  on  census 
plots.  Lofting  Road,  Nl,  one  on  July  5th.  Regent’s  Park,  a  partial  survey 
found  eight  breeding  pairs.  St  James’s  Park,  one  territory.  Also  present 
in  the  breeding  season  at  Holland  Park,  Hoxton  and  London  Fields. 

S  Bookham  Common,  15  territories  (12  in  1988).  Inner  London: 
Archbishop’s  Park,  Lambeth,  present  in  the  breeding  season.  Battersea 
Park,  cl3  pairs  bred.  Thurland  Road,  SE16,  one  on  May  31st. 

425  Nuthatch  Sitta  europaea 

Widespread  and  numerous  where  suitable  habitat  exists  but  with  no 
evidence  of  marked  changes  in  numbers.  A  total  of  12  pairs  bred  at 
Hainault  Forest  (compared  with  13  in  1988),  there  were  six  territories  at 
Osterley  Park  and  11-13  pairs  in  Richmond  Park.  Inner  London  records 
are  given  below. 
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M  Inner  London :  Holland  Park,  one  on  Feb  8th.  Regent’s  Park,  one  pair 
seen  occasionally. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Feb  14th. 

427  Treecreeper  Certhia  familiaris 

Another  poorly-recorded  species  but  no  indication  of  any  change  in 
status.  It  remains  very  numerous  at  Epping  Forest  with  at  least  43  pairs 
elsewhere  in  Essex  (36  in  1988),  14  of  them  at  Hainault  Forest 
(unchanged).  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London :  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens,  present  in  the  breeding 
season.  Hyde  Park,  one  in  the  breeding  season.  Kensington  Gardens,  at 
least  one  singing  bird  in  March  and  May.  Regent’s  Park,  three  pairs 
bred. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Sept  5th. 

430  Golden  Oriole  Oriolus  oriolus 

S  Oxted,  a  male  in  the  first  week  of  May  (JFk). 

Just  one  record  is  below  average  but  it  continues  a  run  of  ten  successive 
years  with  at  least  one  record  in  the  London  Area. 

436  Jay  Garrulus  glandarius 

The  very  few  records  submitted  do  not  indicate  any  marked  autumn 
influx.  The  highest  counts  reported  were  all  from  Kent  including  60  at 
Dartford  Marsh  in  December.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Aberdare  Gardens,  NW6,  a  pair  nest-building  in  May. 
Buckingham  Palace  Gardens,  one  on  Apr  10th.  Holland  Park,  one  on  Feb 
8th.  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  one  territory  on  census  plots. 
Regent’s  Park,  three  pairs  bred.  St  James’s  Park,  singles  on  Apr  12th  and 
Nov  23rd.  Steele’s  Road,  NW3,  present  all  year.  Thurloe  Square,  South 
Kensington,  one  on  Apr  7th.  Wapping,  one  on  May  6th  flew  from  across 
the  River  Thames. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  two  pairs  bred  rearing  six  young.  Lambeth 
Palace  Gardens,  one  on  sept  14th. 

437  Magpie  Pica  pica 

This  species  seems  to  be  continuing  to  increase.  It  is  now  widespread  and 
even  common  in  parts  of  Inner  London.  High  breeding  numbers,  counts 
of  50  or  more  and  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  70  from  January  to  March  and  100  at  roost  in 
December.  Dagenham  Chase,  54  on  Feb  18th.  Dagnam  Park,  12  pairs. 
Hainault  Forest,  70  from  January  to  March.  Rainham  Marsh,  60  from 
January  to  March  and  50  on  Oct  1st.  Weald  Park,  nine  pairs. 

H  Elstree,  55  on  Jan  7th.  Hamper  Mill,  81  on  July  6th,  78  on  Oct  9th  and 
65  on  Nov  20th. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  ten  nests.  Whiteheath  Farm,  Harefield,  68  at  roost  on 
Jan  2nd.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  at  least  two 
territories;  maximum  of  13  on  Feb  11th.  Lancaster  House,  pair  nest¬ 
building  on  Mar  6th.  London  Fields,  bred.  Regent’s  Park,  12  pairs  bred. 
St  James’s  Park,  four  territories.  Victoria  Tower  Gardens,  one  entering 
nest  on  Feb  27th.  Several  other  records  of  up  to  four. 

S  Mitcham  Common,  50+  at  roost  in  winter.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park, 
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seven  pairs  bred  raising  16  young.  Several  other  records  of  up  to  four 
together. 

440  Jackdaw  Corvus  monedula 

Breeding  was  reported  only  from  Essex  (six  pairs  at  Dagnam  Park,  seven 
at  Hainault  Forest,  three  at  Havering,  two  at  Romford,  three  at  South 
Ockendon,  five  at  South  Woodford  and  21  at  Weald  Park)  and  Kent 
•  (several  pairs  at  Petts  Wood)  but  must  be  more  widespread.  Counts  of  50 
or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  50  from  January  to  March. 

H  River  Chess  at  Rickmansworth,  50  on  Jan  15th.  Shafford  Mill,  100  on 
July  29th.  Shenleybury,  300  on  Nov  19th. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Mar  23rd. 

B  Langley  Park,  c65  on  Feb  9th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  60  from  January  to  March.  Chessington  Farm,  170 
flying  to  roost  on  Mar  21st  and  100+  on  May  14th.  Holmethorpe,  200  in 
winter.  Horton  CP,  c600  on  Dec  26th.  Motspur  Park,  600+  at  roost  in 
October,  possibly  as  many  as  1,000.  Inner  London :  Battersea  Park,  one 
on  Sept  16th. 

441  Rook  Corvus  frugilegus 

Once  again,  very  few  records  were  submitted.  Breeding  records  and 
counts  of  over  100  are  given  below. 

E  Fishers  Green,  160  on  Aug  1st  and  600  on  Dec  17th.  North  Ockendon, 
30  pairs.  Rainham  Marsh,  120  from  January  to  March  were  reported  to 
come  from  North  Kent. 

H  Rabley  Park,  two  nests  on  Apr  30th.  Ridge,  13  nests  on  Apr  30th. 
Shenley,  30  nests  on  Apr  23rd.  Shenleybury,  200  on  Nov  19th. 
Verulamium,  St  Albans,  27  nests  on  Apr  27th. 

M  Wrotham  Park,  three  nests  on  May  14th. 

K  Green  Street  Green,  19  nests.  High  Elms,  a  small  rookery.  Sevenoaks 
Reserve,  150  on  Jan  13th.  Well  Wood,  two  or  three  nests. 

S  Gatton,  c20  nests. 

442  Carrion  Crow  Corvus  corone 

Commonly  found  throughout  the  Area,  including  Inner  London.  Counts 
of  over  100  are  given  below. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  maximum  of  250  between  January  and  March. 

H  Batlers  Green,  150  on  Apr  8th.  Letchmore  Heath,  150  on  Oct  30th. 

M  Bayhurst  Wood  area,  120+  on  May  29th.  Syon  Park,  cl70  on  Jan  6th. 

Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  105  on  May  13th  and  179  on  July  12th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  200  from  May  to  early  July.  Holmethorpe  SP,  300  in 
winter.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  230  on  Dec  26th. 

The  only  record  of  ‘Hooded  Crow’  C.  c.  cornix  is  given  below. 

K  Blackheath,  one  on  Apr  27th  (EWLK). 

444  Starling  Stumus  vulgaris 

A  widespread  and  abundant  species.  Roosts  of  5,000  or  more  and  counts 
of  50  or  more  breeding  pairs  are  given  below. 

E  North  Ockendon,  5,000  in  July.  Weald  Park,  63  pairs. 
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M  Sipson,  10,000+  at  pre-roost  gathering  on  Sept  9th. 

K  Littlebrook  GP,  a  maximum  of  20,000  on  Sept  7th. 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  c5,000  on  Sept  9th.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res,  5,000  on 
July  29th  and  13,000  on  Aug  18th.  Inner  London :  Battersea  Park,  c52 
pairs  bred. 

446  House  Sparrow  Passer  domesticus 

As  usual,  little  information  was  received.  The  largest  gathering  noted  was 
1,000  roosting  at  Romford  in  November  and  December. 

M/S  Inner  London :  Battersea  Park,  46  pairs  bred.  The  highest  counts  were 
176  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  on  Feb  11th,  170  in  Battersea 
Park  on  Dec  26th  and  165  in  Regent’s  Park  on  Feb  11th. 

448  Tree  Sparrow  Passer  montanus 

Breeding  records  (number  of  pairs  in  brackets)  and  flocks  of  50  or  more 
are  given  below.  A  minimum  of  65  pairs  were  reported  to  be  breeding, 
compared  with  72  in  1989.  There  was  one  Inner  London  record. 

E  Abridge  (4).  Berwick  Ponds/South  Hornchurch  area  (5).  Fairlop,  50  in 
December.  Hainault  Forest  (3).  Leyton  (1).  Navestock  (5).  Walthamstow 
(1).  Weald  Park  (6). 

H  Batlers  Green  (1).  Brickendonbury  (1).  Colney  Heath,  90  on  Oct  15th. 
Coopers  Green  (2).  North  Mymms  (1).  Rye  Meads  SF,  up  to  50  in 
December.  Sele  Farm,  Hertford  (1).  Smug  Oak  Lane  (1).  Tyttenhanger 
GP  (1). 

M  Bushy  Park  (two  birds  present  in  breeding  season).  Hampton  Court  Park 
(1).  Perry  Oaks  SF  (up  to  25  birds  present  in  May  and  June).  Staines 
Moor  (2+).  Also  seen  during  breeding  season  at  Potters  Bar,  where  there 
were  six  on  July  2nd.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  two  on  Oct  17th. 

B  Colnbrook  (3).  Also  seen  during  the  breeding  season  at  Old  Slade  GP, 
with  15  on  Apr  16th  and  30  on  May  1.4th. 

K  Bromley,  two  on  May  6th  and  21st.  Bromley  Common,  four  on  June 
11th.  Dartford  Marsh  (1-2).  Lullingstone  Park,  pair  investigating  nest- 
hole  on  Apr  15th.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  two  on  May  28th.  Tatsfield  (2-3). 

S  Beddington  SF  (10-20);  100  in  January  and  February,  200+  in  March, 
July  and  August  and  c60  from  September  to  December.  Holmethorpe  SP 

(3) .  Limpsfield  (3).  Little  Farleigh  Common  (1).  Richmond  Park  (1-2). 
South  Norwood  CP  (1);  75  in  January,  50+  in  March  and  100+  in 
November  and  December. 

451  Chaffinch  FringiUa  coelebs 

Two  flocks  of  100  or  more  were  reported  in  January  and  February,  the 
largest  being  250+  at  Beddington  SF  in  mid-February.  Breeding 
concentrations  (numbers  of  pairs  or  singing  males  in  brackets)  were 
reported  at  Dagnam  Park  (10),  Rickmansworth  Aquadrome  (12)  and 
Weald  Park  (12).  Autumn  passage  was  noted  from  Oct  10th  to  25th  with 
a  peak  count  of  135  moving  west  past  County  Hall  in  Inner  London  on 
the  12th.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  four  flocks  of  100  or  more, 
300+  at  Whiteheath  Farm,  Harefield,  on  Nov  26th  being  the  largest. 
Inner  London  records  (with  numbers  of  breeding  pairs  in  brackets)  are 
given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  (3).  Regent’s  Park 

(4) .  St  James’s  Park,  11  flying  W  on  Oct  12th. 

S  Inner  London:  Bankside  1%,  two  on  Feb  21st.  Battersea  Park  (1),  12  on 
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Feb  18th,  12  on  Oct  17th  and  12  on  Dec  5th.  County  Hall,  birds  moving 
W  between  Oct  11th  and  25th  with  a  peak  count  of  135  on  12th. 

452  Brambling  Fringilla  montifringiUa 

Numbers  were  again  very  low.  Between  January  and  April  the  highest 
count  was  19  at  Beddington  SF  on  Mar  27th.  However,  smaller  numbers 
were  widespread  with  records  from  26  other  localities  during  this  period. 
The  last  in  spring  was  seen  at  Woodmansteme  on  May  6th.  The  first 
birds  of  the  autumn  were  three  at  Battersea  Park  on  Oct  4th.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  records  came  from  18  localities.  The  highest  count  was  ten  at 
Petts  Wood  on  Nov  30th.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below.  See 
also  Appendix  I. 

S  Inner  London :  Battersea  Park,  three  on  Oct  4th  (BM)  and  a  male  on  12th 
(MGr). 

455  Greenfinch  Carduelis  chloris 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  only  two  flocks  of  100  or  more: 
100  at  Dagnam  Park  in  January,  rising  to  120  on  Feb  2nd,  and  150  at 
Richmond  Park  in  January.  There  were  records  of  breeding  birds  at  13 
sites  in  Inner  London  including  21  pairs  in  Battersea  Park.  After  the 
breeding  season  there  were  nine  flocks  of  100  or  more;  details  of  these 
are  given  below. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  150  on  Aug  28th.  Fairlop,  100  in  September.  King 
George  V  Res,  300  in  November.  Rainham  Marsh,  130  on  Oct  1st. 

H  Bricket  Wood,  100  on  Sept  19th.  Garston,  100  on  Oct  7th.  London 
Colney,  100  on  Aug  24th  and  Sept  7th.  Otterspool,  100  on  Sept  19th. 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  100+  on  Oct  31st. 

456  Goldfinch  Carduelis  carduelis 

Relatively  low  numbers  were  reported.  There  were  no  flocks  of  100  or 
more  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  highest  count  being  25  at  Barn 
Elms  Res  on  Mar  17th.  There  were  records  of  breeding  birds  at  nine 
sites  in  Inner  London  including  six  pairs  in  Battersea  Park.  Larger 
numbers  were  reported  after  the  breeding  season  with  five  flocks  of  100 
or  more:  100  at  Havering  on  Sept  24th,  200+  at  Ponders  End  Lake  on 
Oct  12th,  a  peak  of  800  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Oct  7th,  100+  at  South 
Norwood  CP  in  September  and  October  and  100  at  Sewardstone  on  Sept 
9th.  There  was  one  flock  of  50  in  Inner  London,  at  Surrey  Docks  on  July 
25th. 

457  Siskin  Carduelis  spinus 

Widespread  and  numerous  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  when  recorded 
from  65  localities  between  January  and  May  compared  with  24  in  1989. 
The  largest  count  was  120+  at  Walton  Res  on  Jan  8th.  There  were  also 
100+  at  Holmethorpe  SP  on  Jan  3rd  and  flocks  of  50  or  more  at  13  other 
localities.  The  last  record  for  this  period  concerned  three  flying  N  over 
Queen  Mary  GP  on  May  1st.  There  was  a  summer  record  of  one  at 
Broxboume  Woods  on  July  7th.  In  contrast  to  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
numbers  were  low  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  first  returning  birds  were 
two  at  Panshanger  on  Sept  18th.  The  main  influx  began  in  late  November 
after  which  records  came  from  only  33  localities.  There  were  six  flocks 
of  over  50,  the  largest  being  102  at  Harefield  Place  GP  on  Dec  20th. 
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Details  of  flocks  of  50  or  more  and  all  Inner  London  records  are  given 
below. 

E  Fishers  Green,  60  on  Jan  28th. 

H  Cheshunt  GP,  80  on  Jan  8th,  68  on  Mar  12th  and  60  on  Dec  30th. 
Hertford,  60  during  first  half  of  April.  Panshanger,  80  on  Feb  4th. 
Stocker’s  Lake,  70  in  January  and  75  on  Dec  28th.  Woodall  Farm,  50  on 
Jan  17th. 

M  Bushy  Park,  50  on  Jan  28th.  Harefield  Place  GP,  55  on  Dec  3rd  and  102 
on  20th.  Stanmore,  50+  on  Feb  13th.  Yiewsley  GP,  50  on  Jan  15th. 
Inner  London :  Camley  Street  Natural  Park,  one  on  Jan  13th  and  two  on 
Mar  3rd.  Hyde  Park,  two  from  Jan  11th  to  23rd.  Regent’s  Park,  eight  on 
Jan  16th,  four  on  Oct  4th,  one  on  Oct  27th  and  four  on  Nov  9th. 

K  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  70  on  Jan  1st.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  86  in  January 
and  65  in  December. 

S  Epsom  Common,  50  flew  NW  on  Apr  10th.  Holmethorpe  SP,  100+  on 
Jan  3rd.  Leatherhead,  clOO  on  Dec  29th.  Richmond  Park,  64  on  Nov 
26th.  Walton  Res,  120+  on  Jan  8th.  West  End  Common,  80  on  Mar 
19th.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Feb  11th. 

458  Linnet  Carduelis  cannabina 

Only  two  flocks  of  100  or  more  were  reported  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year.  The  largest  gathering  was  150  at  Swanscombe  Marsh  on  Jan  1st 
and  there  were  up  to  100  at  Beddington  SF  from  January  to  March.  After 
the  breeding  season  flocks  of  100  or  more  were  reported  from  11 
localities.  The  Rainham  Marsh  flock  was  by  far  the  largest,  building  up 
from  150  in  July  to  1,250  on  Oct  1st.  An  aberrant  individual  with  a  dark 
cap  and  white  cheeks  was  present  at  Stone  Marshes  throughout 
December.  Details  of  counts  of  100  or  more  and  a  summary  of  Inner 
London  records  are  given  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  250  on  Oct  8th  and  150  on  15th.  Fairlop,  300  in 
September.  Rainham  Marsh,  150  in  July  and  August,  300  on  Sept  24th, 
1,250  on  Oct  1st,  700  on  7th  and  250  on  14th. 

H  Broxboume  GP,  100  on  Aug  27th.  Rye  Meads  SF,  100  on  Sept  30th  and 
130  on  Dec  17th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  100  on  Apr  20th  and  150  on  Oct 
3rd. 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  200  on  Aug  23rd  and  180  on  31st.  Staines  Res,  350+  on 
Oct  4th,  c200  on  Oct  26th  and  cl 00  on  Dec  28th  and  29th.  Inner 
London:  King’s  Cross  Development  Area,  bred.  Regent’s  Park,  singles 
on  Mar  20th,  May  2nd,  Sept  18th  and  29th  and  Nov  1st,  four  on  Apr 
11th,  two  on  June  6th  and  five  on  June  10th.  Wapping,  bred;  maximum 
winter  count  30  on  Jan  1st. 

K  Stone  Marshes,  250+  in  December.  Swanscombe  Marsh,  150  on  Jan  1st. 

S  Beddington  SF,  60-100  from  January  to  March.  Holmethorpe  SP,  clOO 
on  Sept  13th.  South  Norwood  CP,  100  on  Sept  24th  and  300+  on  30th. 
Inner  London:  Bankside  PS,  a  pair  present  from  Feb  13th  to  July  10th. 
Battersea  Park,  one  on  Mar  24th.  Bermondsey,  two  on  May  31st.  Surrey 
Docks,  up  to  ten  in  the  breeding  season  including  newly  fledged  young. 

459  Twite  Carduelis  flavirostris 

The  only  records  came  from  Essex,  which  is  normal,  but  there  were 
three  birds  seen  away  from  Rainham  Marsh,  which  is  unusual.  The  peak 
count  was  only  five  compared  with  15  in  1988  and  25  in  1987. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  three  on  Jan  30th  (KB).  Rainham  Marsh,  five  in 
January  and  two  or  three  in  February  and  December  (MKD). 
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460  Redpoll  Carduelis  flammed 

Breeding  records  (with  numbers  of  pairs  or  singing  males  in  brackets), 
counts  of  50  or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given  below.  Birds 
showing  characteristics  of  ‘Mealy  Redpoll’  C.  f  flammea  were  reported 
from  Fishers  Green  on  Jan  21st  (SCr),  Stanstead  Abbots  GP  on  Feb  25th 
(DVn)  and  Wraysbury  GP  on  Feb  5th  (ASS). 

E  Dagnam  Park  (1).  Hainault  Forest  (7-8).  Havering  (2).  Roding  Valley 
(3).  Romford  (1).  Weald  Park  (2).  Also  recorded  in  the  breeding  season 
at  Epping  Forest,  Fishers  Green,  Waltham  Abbey  and  Woodford. 

H  Cheshunt  GP  (1).  Two  birds  were  also  present  at  King  George’s  Fields 
on  Apr  26th. 

M  Alexandra  Park  (2).  Brent  Res  (one  probable  pair).  Caledonian  Road  (1). 
Coppetts  Wood  (2).  Crouch  End  (1).  Hendon  Crematorium  (1). 
Northway  Gardens  (1).  Scratchwood  (2).  Also  recorded  in  the  breeding 
season  at  East  Finchley,  Gillespie  Park,  Hampstead  Heath,  Headstone, 
Ruislip  Common,  South  Ruislip  and  Tottenham  Cemetery.  Inner  London : 
Camley  Street  Natural  Park,  one  on  July  13th.  Greville  Place,  NW6,  c8 
flew  over  on  Nov  5th.  King’s  Cross  Development  Area,  four  on  May 
11th  and  a  pair  seen  collecting  nesting  material.  Regent’s  Park,  three  on 
Apr  30th,  seven  on  May  2nd  and  one  on  Oct  4th.  St  Bartholomew’s 
Hospital,  one  flew  over  on  May  4th. 

K  Chislehurst  (1).  Dulwich  Park  (2).  Also  recorded  in  the  breeding  season 
at  Bexley,  Bromley  Common,  Charlton  Park,  Chelsfield,  Foots  Cray 
Meadows,  High  Elms  and  Ruxley  GP.  Foots  Cray  Woods,  80  on  Dec 
25th.  Hoblingwell  Wood,  60  on  Dec  23rd. 

S  Epsom  Common  (1).  Ham  Lands  (1).  Holmethorpe  SP  (1).  Wimbledon 
Common  (3).  A  pair  was  seen  at  Walton  Heath  on  May  30th.  Inner 
London:  Battersea  Park,  three  in  January,  two  on  Mar  27th,  three  on  Apr 
16th,  one  on  June  1st,  two  on  July  20th,  six  on  Aug  20th  and  two  on  Oct 
25th.  Surrey  Docks,  a  pair  held  territory  and  probably  bred. 

463  Common  Crossbill  Loxia  curvirostra 

Two  records  on  typical  dates. 

H  Bayfordbury,  near  Hertford,  two  on  July  26th  (ABe). 

K  Woolwich,  three  on  June  9th  (PCHt). 

469  Bullfinch  Pyrrhula  pyrrhula 

Another  under-recorded  species,  most  records  coming  from  Essex,  which 
had  both  the  highest  count,  50  at  Hainault  Forest  on  Nov  25th,  and  the 
largest  breeding  concentrations,  with  eight  pairs  at  Dagnam  Park  and 
seven  pairs  at  Weald  Park.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  pair  on  Feb  8th  and  one  on  June  13th. 
Hyde  Park,  one  pair  bred  successfully.  Regent’s  Park,  four  pairs.  South 
Kensington,  a  pair  on  Apr  17th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  two  pairs  bred  successfully;  five  on  Jan 
27th  and  Sept  22nd,  two  on  Oct  25th  and  four  on  Nov  28th. 

470  Hawfinch  Coccothraustes  coccothraustes 

Only  13  pairs  were  reported  breeding,  compared  with  at  least  20  pairs  in 
the  breeding  season  in  1988,  but  the  highest  winter  count  was  40,  at 
Dagnam  Park  in  February,  compared  with  30  in  1988.  All  records  are 
given  or  summarised  below. 
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E  Dagnam  Park,  one  pair;  peak  monthly  counts  25  in  January,  40  in 
February,  26  in  March,  ten  on  Apr  1st,  six  in  October,  13  in  November 
and  20  in  December.  Epping  Forest,  six  on  Mar  26th.  Hainault  Forest, 
six  pairs;  peak  monthly  counts  five  in  March  and  three  in  December. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  or  two  regularly  from  February  to  May,  three  on  July 
28th  and  one  on  Oct  21st.  Barclay  Park,  Hoddesdon,  one  on  Nov  17th. 
Bramfield  Woods  (2).  Broxboume  Woods,  four  on  Feb  12th  and  three  on 
18th.  Bencroft  Wood,  three  on  May  14th.  Cangsley  Grove,  one  on  Jan 
15th.  Hatfield  Park  (3).  Hertford,  a  pair  plus  young  on  June  10th.  Maple 
Cross,  ten  on  Mar  15th.  Rye  Park,  one  on  Apr  6th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  three 
on  Jan  26th.  Wormley  Wood,  one  displaying  on  May  4th. 

M  Bentley  Priory,  seven  on  Mar  7th  and  one  on  Dec  27th.  Copse  Wood, 
Ruislip,  one  on  Apr  16th. 

K  Darenth  Woods,  three  on  Apr  8th.  Hartley  Woods,  one  on  Dec  12th. 
High  Elms,  one  on  Dec  26th.  Jubilee  Park,  one  on  Feb  28th,  Mar  1st  and 
Mar  9th.  Sydenham  Hill  Wood,  one  on  June  1st. 

S  Limpsfield,  two  drinking  at  a  stream  on  Feb  4th. 

1986  Additional  Record 

M  Bayhurst  Wood,  one  pair  successfully  reared  five  young. 

493  Lapland  Bunting  Calcarius  lapponicus 

The  second  good  year  in  succession  with  four  records,  including  one 
away  from  east  London,  taking  the  London  Area  total  to  at  least  34,  of 
which  24  have  been  since  1980. 

E  Waltham  Abbey,  one  flew  SW  on  Dec  22nd  (PJV).  Walthamstow  Res,  one 
on  Nov  13th  and  14th  (PFr  etal). 

K  Thamesmead,  one  flew  N  on  Nov  15th  (JWn,  NRW). 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  flew  SE  on  Oct  3rd  (SPA  et  at). 

494  Snow  Bunting  Plectrophenax  nivalis 

At  least  five  were  recorded,  all  in  November. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  an  immature  male  on  Nov  5th  and  a  female  with  a 
ring  on  its  right  leg  on  Nov  22nd  (RMC).  Wm  Girling  Res,  a  male  and  a 
female  on  Nov  22nd,  a  female  on  23rd  and  24th,  and  an  immature  male 
on  29th  (RMC). 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  a  male  on  Nov  26th  (AJM). 

496  Yellowhammer  Emberiza  citrineUa 

Flocks  of  over  50  and  breeding  season  records  (with  numbers  of  pairs  or 
singing  males  in  brackets)  are  given  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  50  on  Sept  23rd  and  Dec  16th  and  70  on  Dec  31st. 

Dagnam  Park  (9).  Weald  Park  (4). 

H  Amwell  GP  (1).  Rye  Meads,  65  on  Jan  22nd. 

M  Bentley  Priory  (1).  Hendon  Wood  Lane,  NW7  (1).  Mole  End  Farm  (1). 

K  Dartford  Heath  (2).  Dartford  Marsh  (1).  Lullingstone  Park  (6).  Also 
recorded  in  the  breeding  season  at  Darenth  Valley  Walk  and  Sevenoaks 
Reserve. 

S  Chessington  Park  Farm  (5).  Epsom  Common  (4).  Holmethorpe  SP  (3). 
Horton  CP  (4).  Walton  Heath  (6).  Wimbledon  Common,  two  birds  seen 
in  May,  prompting  hopes  of  a  return  to  this  former  breeding  site;  the  last 
breeding  record  was  in  1983. 
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506  Reed  Bunting  Emberiza  schoeniclus 

Records  of  50  or  more,  notable  breeding  counts  (with  numbers  of  pairs 
or  singing  males  in  brackets)  and  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  50  in  January.  Rainham  Marsh  (120);  70  in  January  and 
October.  Upminster  SF  (31).  Walthamstow  Res  (20). 

H  Amwell  GP  (15).  Cheshunt  GP  (24).  Rye  Meads  (35). 

M,  Brent  Res  (16).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Nov  16th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  50+  on  Sept  5th.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  pair 
bred  successfully  plus  two  other  singing  males. 

510  Corn  Bunting  Miliaria  calandra 

This  species  remains  quite  common  in  parts  of  Essex  but  it  is  now  rare 
over  most  of  the  rest  of  the  Area.  Records  of  50  or  more  and  counts  of 
ten  or  more  singing  birds  in  the  breeding  season  are  given  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds/Belhus  Woods,  12+  singing  males.  Fairlop  area,  12 
singing  birds.  North  Ockendon,  15+  singing  males.  Rainham  Marsh,  50 
in  January  and  December. 

K  Littlebrook  GP,  57  on  Dec  27th. 

Appendix  I:  Escapes 

The  following  records,  mostly  of  ornamental  wildfowl  which  are  either 
on  the  British  list  or  which  might  become  established  here,  relate  to  birds 
known  or  presumed  to  be  of  captive  origin.  Full  details  are  published 
here  in  case  a  pattern  of  occurrence  becomes  established,  to  encourage 
the  submission  of  further  records  and  to  highlight  the  need  for  observers 
to  bear  such  species  in  mind  when  making  identifications  (eg  a 
description  of  Serin  needs  to  exclude  possible  escapes,  such  as  wild- 
plumaged  Canary,  as  well  as  native  confusion  species).  There  are  also 
full-winged  birds  of  several  species  of  wildfowl  in  the  collection  at  St 
James’s  Park,  including  Black  Swan,  Ruddy  Shelduck,  Shelduck  and 
Red-crested  Pochard  (PJO).  Escapes  of  several  species  of  quail,  parrot, 
dove  and  estrildid  were  also  recorded  in  the  London  Area  during  1989; 
full  details  are  retained  in  the  Society’s  records. 

42  White  Stork  Ciconia  ciconia 

H  Rickmansworth,  one  in  flight  on  Feb  28th  (AMa);  one  had  apparently  been 
seen  in  the  same  area  in  December  1988. 

Treated  here  as  an  escape,  though  there  is  no  proof;  there  have  been  very 
few  accepted  records  of  wild  birds  wintering  in  Britain.  The  last  record 
for  the  London  Area  was  also  at  Rickmansworth,  in  June  1986. 

Chilean  Flamingo  Phoenicopterus  chilensis 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  from  Nov  25th  until  the  end  of  the  year  (GJW). 

S  Field  Common  area,  Esher,  one  from  Mar  11th  to  27th  (SJS,  PAS,  DA). 

Black  Swan  Cygnus  at  rat  us 

H  Rye  Meads  SF,  one  on  Apr  23rd  and  Dec  31st  (RMRG).  Stanstead  Abbots 
GP,  one  on  Apr  23rd  was  also  seen  at  Rye  Meads  SF  (BR). 

'  M  Brent  Res,  two  to  three  all  year,  one  pair  built  a  nest  but  it  was  flooded 
out;  maximum  of  five  on  Nov  25th  (LAB,  RBd  et  at).  Wood  Green  Res,  one 
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on  Nov  8th  (APBR). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  one  on  Apr  1st  (BAR). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Mar  18th  and  19th  (RBH)  and  Oct  11th  (CFO.  Kew 
Gardens,  one  on  Apr  1st  (RBH).  Inner  London :  Battersea  Park,  three  on 
Jan  15th  (BM). 

Breeding  in  the  London  Area  is  not  unprecedented.  There  was  a  feral 
population  of  Black  Swans  on  the  River  Thames  for  most  of  the  first  half 
of  this  century.  The  population  dwindled  during  the  Second  World  War 
and  as  a  result  of  the  hard  winter  of  1947  and  seems  to  have  died  out 
shortly  afterwards,  though  a  single  bird  frequented  the  river  between 
Teddington  and  Hampton  Court  for  several  years  up  to  1951  and  there 
were  still  two  birds  in  the  herd  of  the  Vintners  Company  of  London  in 
1957  (R  S  R  Fitter  1959,  The  Ark  in  Our  Midst).  Black  Swans  regularly 
breed  in  St  James’s  Park  and  the  young  may  disperse. 

50  Pink-footed  Goose  Anser  brachyrhynchus 

H  Tyttenhanger  GP,  a  tame  bird  with  Canada  Geese  on  Mar  11th  and  Sept 
10th  (SPe,  SM). 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  on  Mar  11th  and  16th  (JSW).  Inner  London:  Battersea 
Park,  one  on  Feb  7th  (BM). 

51  White-fronted  Goose  Anser  albifrons 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  from  Feb  12th  to  Mar  17th  (GJW,  AVM). 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  first-year  hybrid  (x  Greylag)  on  June  19th  (BR,  GJW). 

Bar-headed  Goose  Anser  indicus 

There  was  a  wide  scatter  of  records  of  this  most  attractive  goose  from  the 
high  plateaux  of  central  Asia;  a  small  feral  population  was  at  one  time 
established  in  southern  Sweden.  All  records  are  given  below. 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Apr  9th  (JF). 

M  Clissold  Park,  Stoke  Newington,  one  on  Jan  20th  and  26th  and  Feb  15th 
(SCr).  Osterley  Park,  a  pair  on  Jan  10th  (CL).  Stoke  Newington  Res,  one 
on  Dec  12th  and  21st  (SCr).  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  with 
Canada  Geese  from  Dec  11th  to  13th  (WPA).  Victoria  Park,  one  on  Mar 
5th  (NB). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Jan  23rd,  Feb  14th  and  Apr  21st  (RBH,  CFr). 
South  Norwood  CP,  one  on  Aug  9th  and  10th,  two  on  Oct  19th  and  one 
on  Nov  2nd  (JBi). 

1988  Correction 

M  Inner  London :  Victoria  Park,  one  on  Mar  9th  and  15th  not  two  as 
published  in  LBR  53:  108. 

54  Snow  Goose  Anser  caerulescens 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  (blue  phase)  on  Fen  26th  and  Apr  30th  (JF). 

M  Shepperton  GP,  one  (white  phase)  on  Aug  11th  (CL).  Staines  Res,  one 
(white  phase)  from  Aug  29th  to  31st  (CDRH,  PN). 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  one  (blue  phase)  on  Dec  6th  (GWJH).  Inner  London: 
Battersea  Park,  one  (blue  phase)  on  Jan  17th  and  one  (white  phase)  on 
June  8th  (BM). 
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1988  Correction 

S  Clapham  Common,  delete  record  of  one  on  Mar  17th  (. LBR  53:  109); 
correct  details  are  given  below. 

1988  Additional  Record 

M  Clapton  Common,  Hackney,  one  (blue  phase)  on  Mar  17th  (NB). 

Emperor  Goose  Anser  canagicus 

E  Fairlop,  one  on  Aug  7th  and  26th  (CGn).  Walthamstow  Res,  four  on  July 
23rd  and  three  on  Nov  12th  and  Dec  3rd  and  27th  (DLt). 

S  South  Norwood  Lake,  one  on  Mar  15th  (JBi). 

Another  most  attractive  goose,  breeding  in  western  Alaska  and  north- 
-  eastern  Siberia. 

56  Barnacle  Goose  Branta  leucopsis 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP,  one  on  Nov  19th  (MKD).  Dagenham  Chase,  one  on 
Dec  23rd  (MKD).  Fairlop  GP,  one  on  Aug  26th  and  Dec  16th  (CGn). 
Fishers  Green,  four  on  Apr  19th  (JF).  Roydon  GP,  one  on  Dec  23rd  (CL). 
Walthamstow  Res,  five  in  July  (JF),  three  on  Dec  3rd  (DLt)  and  five  again 
on  Dec  30th  (PSAA). 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Apr  9th,  two  on  16th,  19th  and  29th  and  one  on  Aug 
16th  (BR,  GJW).  Rye  Meads  SF,  one  on  Feb  10th  and  18th,  Mar  10th 
(RMRG),  Apr  6th  (SCr)  and  May  29th  (RMRG).  Stanstead  Abbots  GP,  one 
on  Feb  3rd,  three  on  Apr  16th  and  one  on  Aug  26th  and  Sept  9th  (AH, 
BR). 

M  Alexandra  Park,  two  flew  over  on  May  6th  (NB).  Finsbury  Park,  one  on 
May  12th  (NB).  Osterley  Park,  14  on  Nov  23rd  were  unringed  but  tame 
(DGH).  Inner  London:  Victoria  Park,  three  on  Mar  5th  (NB). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  two  on  June  3rd  (RBH). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  two  from  May  8th  to  11th  (RBH,  CFr). 

57  Brent  Goose  Branta  bemicla 

M  Inner  London:  Round  Pond,  Kensington  Gardens,  one  with  Canada 
Geese  on  Feb  18th  (MGI). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  singles  from  1988  ( LBR  53:  28)  until  Apr  13th  and  from 
Nov  17th  into  1990  (RBH).  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Jan  17th 
(BM). 

These  records  may  relate  to  one  roaming  individual. 

60  Ruddy  Shelduck  Tadoma  ferruginea 

M  Alexandra  Park,  one  on  Nov  12th  (PL,  DLt).  Clissold  Park,  Stoke 
Newington,  three  on  Oct  1st  (RSH).  Green  Lane  Filter  Beds,  two  on  Apr 
6th  (NB).  Grovelands  Park,  one  on  Nov  9th  (BGE).  Highbury  New  Park,  a 
pair  on  eggs  (NB).  Osterley  Park,  a  pair  on  Jan  10th  (CL).  Queen  Mary 
Res,  two  on  Aug  16th  (CL).  Rammey  Marsh,  a  female  flew  N  on  Mar 
27th  (SCr).  Stoke  Newington  Res,  present  throughout  the  year  with  a 
maximum  of  eight  on  Jan  26th  (SCr).  Wood  Green  Res,  two  on  May  8th 
and  9th,  one  on  July  8th  and  two  on  July  9th  (NB).  Inner  London:  New 
River  Walk,  one  on  May  2nd,  8th,  13th  and  15th  (NB,  WJB). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  a  pair  on  Mar  12th  (RBH),  one  flew  over  heading  ENE  on 
Apr  14th  (CDRH)  and  a  pair  on  Apr  22nd  (RBH).  Beddington  SF,  a  male  on 
May  24th  (GDJM,  NMr).  Kew  Gardens,  a  pair  in  March  (RBH). 
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Australian/Cape  Shelduck  Tadoma  tadomoides/cana 

M  Kempton  Park  Res,  one  of  one  species  or  the  other  (or  perhaps  a 
hybrid?)  on  Nov  1st  (CL)  and  11th  (DPB) . 

Australian  Shelduck  Tadoma  tadomoides 

S  Walton  Res,  one  on  Jan  7th  (PGWS). 

62  Wood  Duck  Aix  sponsa 

H  Cheshunt  GP,  a  female  on  Mar  5th  (JF). 

M  Brent  Res,  two  males  on  Mar  26th  and  27th  (ASMS,  RBd). 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Dec  3rd  (SNR). 

This  gaudy  close  relative  of  the  Mandarin  shows  no  signs  of  becoming 
established  in  the  London  Area. 

64  Wigeon  Anas  penelope 

S  Kew  Gardens,  a  tame  bird  on  Jan  6th. 

Chiloe  Wigeon  Anas  sibilatrix 

M  Brent  Res,  a  male  from  July  31st  to  Oct  10th  (SEB  et  at).  River  Thames  at 
Hampton,  a  male  on  Dec  16th  (JQ).  Stain  Hill  Res,  a  male  on  Oct  21st 
(JQ)- 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  a  male  from  June  19th  to  July  9th  (GWJH). 

This  is  a  most  attractive  southern  South  American  relative  of  ‘our’ 
Wigeon  which  not  infrequently  escapes  from  captivity. 

Speckled  Teal  Anas  flavirostris 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  three  from  Aug  15th  to  18th  and  on  Sept  19th  (GWJH). 
Another  escape  originating  from  South  America. 

72  Pintail  Anas  acuta 

S  River  Thames  at  Kew,  a  very  tame  male  from  March  to  December.  South 
Norwood  CP,  a  very  tame  male  on  Mar  11th. 

72  White-cheeked  Pintail  Anas  bahamensis 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  May  16th,  June  16th  and  Dec  18th  (RBH).  River 
Thames  at  Hammersmith  Bridge,  one  on  Dec  16th  (ADT). 

This  species  is  also  sometimes  known  as  Bahama  Pintail. 

Cinnamon  Teal  Anas  cyanoptera 

M  Kempton  Park  Res,  a  female  from  Sept  4th  to  25th  (DPB,  RBH  et  at). 

S  Lonsdale  Road  Res,  a  tame  female  on  Feb  16th  (RBH). 

Finders  of  putative  female  Blue-winged  Teals  have  been  warned! 
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Marbled  Duck  Marmaronetta  angustirostris 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  from  Sept  26th  into  1990  (BM). 

A  unique  and  declining  species  from  the  Mediterranean  and  western 
Asia,  formerly  grouped  with  the  dabbling  ducks  and  still  sometimes 
known  as  Marbled  Teal;  it  is  a  candidate  for  addition  to  the  British  list 
{Ibis  133:  221). 

76  Red-crested  Pochard  Netta  rufina 

M  Osterley  Park,  three  on  Jan  10th  were  very  tame  (CL). 

Rosy-billed  Pochard  Netta  peposaca 

S  Mere  Pond,  Walton,  one  on  Jan  20th  (PDw). 

This  southern  South  American  species  is  colloquially  known  as  Rosybill. 

79  Ferruginous  Duck  Aythya  nyroca 

S  Brockwell  Park,  one  on  Feb  12th  and  Mar  5th  and  12th  (JGh). 

81  Scaup  Aythya  marila 

S  Mercers  Lake,  Holmethorpe,  a  female  on  July  22nd  (GWJH). 

91  Goldeneye  Bucephala  clangula 

M  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  a  male  on  June  12th  (ARD)  was  not  from 
the  collection  there. 

95  Goosander  Mergus  merganser 

S  River  Thames  between  Teddington  and  Kingston,  a  free- flying  female 
present  all  year  was  also  present  throughout  1988. 

Chukar  Alec  torts  chukar 

H  Chiswell  Green,  six  on  Nov  4th  (CME). 

Spur-winged  Plover  Hoplopterus  spin  os  us 

K  Barking  Creek/Thamesmead,  one  bearing  a  red  ring  on  its  right  leg  from 
July  12th  to  22nd  (per  LGRE). 

As  with  the  records  in  1988  {LBR  53:  110),  this  bird  probably  originated 
from  the  collection  at  Crystal  Palace. 

274  Barn  Owl  Tyto  alba 

S  Mitcham  Common,  one  with  jesses  in  December  was  reported  to  be 
surviving  in  a  feral  state. 

452  B  rambling  Fringilla  montifringilia 

M  East  Finchley,  a  tame  male  in  a  garden  from  May  22nd  to  June  3rd  (BB). 
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Canary  Serinus  canaria 

M  Kempton  Park  Res,  one  on  May  18th  (CL). 

Appendix  II:  Hybrids 

The  following  records  relate  to  presumed  wild  hybrids. 

Canada  Goose  x  Greylag  Goose 

M  Inner  London:  Victoria  Park,  one  on  June  28th  (NB). 

Wig  eon  x  Mallard 

M  Staines  and  King  George  VI  Reservoirs,  the  male  first  seen  in  1985 
summered  again  from  May  7th  to  Sept  6th  (mo). 

Aythya  hybrids 

M  Brent  Res,  two  immature  male  ‘Scaup’-types  (Tufted  Duck  x  Pochard) 
from  Jan  1st  to  25th  (mo).  Broadwater  GP,  a  male  Tufted  Duck  x  Pochard 
or  Scaup  from  Jan  1st  to  15th  (mo).  Moorhall  GP,  a  male  on  Dec  2nd 
(CL).  Staines  Res,  a  male  on  Jan  1st  (PN). 

H  Cheshunt  GP,  a  male  Tufted  Duck  x  Pochard  on  Nov  26th  (DLt,  PL)  and 
Dec  3rd  (GJW). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  a  male  showing  the  characters  of  a  Tufted  Duck  x 
Pochard  hybrid  on  Feb  19th  (ASS). 

K  Bromley  Common,  a  Tufted  Duck  x  Pochard  hybrid  on  Dec  27th  (RD); 
reported  to  have  been  in  the  area  since  1985. 

Greenfinch  x  Goldfinch 

M  Inner  London:  King’s  Cross  Development,  a  male  in  song  on  May  21st 
(NB)  gave  a  mixture  of  both  songs. 
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First  and  Last  Dates  of  Regular  Migrants 


Summer  Migrants 

Arrival 

Departure 

Hobby 

Apr  14 

Bam  Elms  Res 

RBH 

Oct  19 

Beddington  SF 

GDJM 

Little  Ringed  Plover 

Mar  6 

Darenth 

TT 

Sept  27 

Kempton  Park  Res 

CL 

Common  Tem 

Mar  29 

West  Thurrock 

SRP 

Oct  28 

West  Thurrock 

MKD 

Arctic  Tem 

Apr  11 

Staines  Res 

CL,  ASS 

Sept  30 

West  Thurrock 

MKD 

Black  Tem 

Apr  25 

King  George  VI  Res 

CL 

Oct  1 

Queen  Mother  Res 

JASn 

Apr  25 

Staines  Res 

FRC 

Oct  1 

Tyttenhanger  GP 

SPe 

Turtle  Dove 

Apr  23 

South  Norwood  CP 

JBi 

Sept  25 

Kempton  Park  Res 

CL 

Cuckoo 

Apr  6 

Oxhcy 

JHT 

Sept  29 

Kings  wood,  Hamsey 

BH 

Nightjar 

May  14 

Locality  withe  Id 

Aug  5 

Locality  withe  Id 

Swift 

Apr  20 

Bam  Elms  Res 

RBH 

Sept  20 

Beddington  SF 

SPA 

Apr  20 

Staines  Res 

ASS 

Sand  Martin 

Mar  7 

Wraysbury  Res 

FRC 

Nov  12 

Regent’s  Park 

ARD 

Swallow 

Mar  27 

Walthamstow  Res 

JF 

Oct  28 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

SNR 

House  Martin 

Mar  12 

Staines  Res 

REM,  PML 

Nov  5 

Staines  Res 

GSE 

Tree  Pipit 

Mar  21 

Richmond  Park 

PML 

Oct  4 

Beddington  SF 

MJN 

Yellow  Wagtail 

Mar  27 

Beddington  SF 

GDJM 

Nov  27 

Stone  Marsh 

BEW 

Nightingale 

Apr  29 

Rye  Meads  SF 

RMRG 

Aug  5 

Bowyers  GP 

BR 

Aug  5 

Rye  Meads  SF 

RMRG 

Redstart 

Mar  29 

Ham  Lands 

BGe 

Oct  2 

Ham  Lands 

RJH 

Whinchat 

Apr  16 

Ruislip  Common 

RDNHS 

Oct  19 

Beddington  SF 

RDW  etal 

Wheatear 

Mar  6 

Kempton  Park  Res 

JQ 

Nov  16 

Bam  Elms  Res 

BPA,  RBH 

Ring  Ouzel 

Mar  31 

Beddington  SF 

PRA 

Nov  5 

Fairlop 

MKD 

Nov  5 

Netherhall 

JR 

Grasshopper  Warbler 

Apr  15 

Rye  Meads  SF 

RMRG 

Aug  17 

Wraysbury  GP 

BDC 

Apr  15 

Wraysbury  GP 

RRG 

Sedge  Warbler 

Mar  22 

Regent’s  Park 

ARD 

Sept  30 

Rye  Meads  SF 

RMRG 

Reed  Warbler 

Apr  17 

Kempton  Park  Res 

CL 

Nov  8 

Field  Common  GP 

PML 

Lesser  White  throat 

Apr  13 

Ham  Lands 

RJH 

Oct  4 

Fairlop 

AB1 

White  throat 

Apr  15 

West  Thurrock 

MKD 

Sept  25 

Ham  Lands 

RJH 

Sept  25 

Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield  RMC 

Garden  Warbler 

Apr  17 

Sewards  tone 

SCr 

Oct  1 

Horton  GP 

JASn 

Wood  Warbler 

Apr  16 

Putney  Heath 

DWs 

Sept  17 

Pans hanger  Park 

JD 

Willow  Warbler 

Mar  26 

St  Albans 

POr 

Oct  13 

Hounslow  Heath 

CL 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

Apr  23 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

SNR 

Sept  28 

Tottenham  Cemetery 

PL,  DLt 

Pied  Flycatcher 

Apr  12 

Battersea  Park 

BM 

Sept  22 

Tottenham  Cemetery 

PL,  DLt 

Winter  Migrants 

Departure 

Arrival 

Jack  Snipe 

Apr  5 

Dagenham  Chase 

KB 

Sept  29 

South  Norwood  CP 

JBi 

Fieldfare 

May  6 

Alexandra  Park 

APBR 

Oct  1 

Dagnam  Park 

CRJ 

Redwing 

Apr  28 

Rye  Meads  SF 

RMRG 

Oct  1 

Four  sites 

Brambling 

May  6 

Woodmans  tc  me 

PJSn 

Oct  4 

Battersea  Park 

BM 

Siskin 

May  1 

Queen  Mary  GP 

HRG 

Sept  18 

Pans hanger 

JD 
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Ringing  Report  for  1989 
J  D  Hook 

‘A  quiet  year’  might  be  the  best  way  to  describe  1989  as  far  as  ringing  totals 
and  recoveries  were  concerned.  Annual  ringing  totals  submitted  by  ringing 
groups  and  individual  ringers  totalled  16,076  birds,  the  lowest  total  for  several 
years.  Mild  weather  conditions  at  both  ends  of  the  year  were  again  probably 
responsible  for  a  further  decline  in  the  number  of  birds  ringed  in  the  winter 
months.  Despite  the  mild  winter,  125  Tufted  Duck  were  ringed  in  Regent’s 
Park,  the  second  highest  total  ever  achieved.  Fieldfare,  Redwing  and 
Brambling  were  missing  from  nearly  all  the  ringing  totals  submitted,  while 
Siskin  totals  showed  a  small  increase  compared  with  1988. 

With  the  exception  of  Blackbird  and  Song  Thrush,  the  number  of  pulli  - 
nestlings  or  chicks  prior  to  fledging  —  ringed  during  the  spring  and  summer 
months  was  for  the  second  year  running  well  above  average.  Summer  migrants 
appeared  to  do  especially  well.  117  Sedge  Warbler  pulli  ringed  at  Rye  Meads 
SF,  Herts,  was  the  highest  individual  species  total  at  a  single  site;  79  Common 
Tern  chicks  were  also  ringed  at  this  location.  Ringing  totals  of  summer 
migrants  during  the  late  summer  and  autumn  passage  period  were  also  again 
above  average.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  Whitethroats  ringed  was 
especially  noticeable. 

High  numbers  of  Goldcrests  were  caught  from  late  September  to  the  end  of 
the  year,  though  ringing  totals  did  not  reach  the  1988  totals.  December  saw  an 
influx  of  Siskins  in  certain  areas  with,  notably,  over  100  ringed  at  Sevenoaks 
Reserve  in  Kent. 

1989  was  not  an  outstanding  year  for  foreign  recoveries.  Resident  species 
again  stole  the  limelight  with  several  relatively  long-distance  recoveries.  The 
outstanding  bird  ringed  this  year  was  a  Savi’s  Warbler  which  was  caught  at 
Rye  Meads  SF  on  May  3rd,  the  first  of  its  species  to  be  ringed  in  the  London 
Area. 

SELECTED  LATE  RECOVERIES  AND  CONTROLS  FOR  PREVIOUS  YEARS  AND  NOTES  OF 
INTEREST 

Since  the  compilation  of  the  map  published  in  last  year’s  LBR  (53:  114) 
showing  approximate  recovery  locations  of  Tufted  Ducks  ringed  in  the  Royal 
Parks  during  the  winter  months  and  recovered  on  the  Continent,  details  of  the 
following  late  recoveries  have  been  received.  A  bird  ringed  in  St  James’s  Park 
on  Jan  16th  1979,  and  controlled  in  Regent’s  Park  on  Jan  21st  1983,  was  shot 
at  Valdaysky,  near  Leningrad,  USSR,  on  Sept  15th  1987,  2,262km  E.  Four 
Tufted  Ducks  ringed  in  Regent’s  Park  were  shot  at  various  locations  in  the 
Kome  Region,  ASSR,  USSR,  all  over  3,300km  away.  Other  late  recoveries  of 
Tufted  Ducks  ringed  in  the  Royal  Parks  were  from  Gdansk,  Poland,  on  Aug 
21st  1988,  1,271km  E,  and  Arbigny,  Ain,  France,  on  Dec  14th  1988,  674km 
SSE. 

A  Dunlin  ringed  at  Beltringharder,  Koog,  Schleswig-Holstein,  Germany,  on 
Sept  9th  1988  was  controlled  at  Swanscombe  Marsh,  Kent,  on  Dec  17th  1988, 
672km  SW.  A  Green  Sandpiper  ringed  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  Kent,  on  Aug 
24th  1986  was  shot  at  Marolles,  Calvados,  France,  on  Jan  13th  1987,  239km 
S.  There  were  nine  late  recoveries  of  Black-headed  Gulls  ringed  in  the  Royal 
Parks,  one  in  Denmark  (1988),  two  in  Finland  (1987  and  1988),  one  in 
Germany  (1988),  one  in  Lithuania  (1988),  two  in  Norway  (1988)  and  two  in 
The  Netherlands  (1988).  A  Black-headed  Gull  ringed  as  a  nestling  at  Juuka, 
Finland,  on  June  29th  1987  was  controlled  in  St  James’s  Park  on  Jan  31st,  Aug 
9th  and  Nov  19th  1988.  A  Common  Tern  ringed  as  a  chick  at  Rye  Meads  SF 
on  June  12th  1988  was  found  dead  at  Some,  Togo,  on  Dec  24th  1988,  5,073km 
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S.  A  Sand  Martin  ringed  at  St-Denis-En-Val,  Loiret,  France,  on  July  12th 
1987  was  controlled  at  a  breeding  colony  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  in  May  and 
August  1988,  299km  N.  Another  bird  of  this  species  ringed  at  Vale  Marais, 
Guernsey,  Channel  Is,  on  Apr  28th  1988  was  controlled  at  Rye  Meads  SF  on 
July  24th  1988,  310km  NE.  A  Grey  Wagtail  ringed  at  Icklesham,  East  Sussex, 
on  Sept  19th  1988  was  controlled  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  Dec  16th  1988.  A 
Fieldfare  ringed  at  Maple  Cross  SF,  Herts,  on  Feb  26th  1984  was  shot  at 
Laukkala,  Pielaves,  Kuopio,  Finland,  on  July  1st  1987,  2,065km  NE. 

A  Sedge  Warbler  ringed  at  St-Seurin-D’-Uzet,  Charente-Maritime,  France, 
on  Aug  13th  1987  was  controlled  at  Rye  Meads  SF  on  July  26th  1988,  701km 
N.  A  Reed  Warbler  ringed  at  Rye  Meads  SF  on  Aug  9th  1986  was  controlled 
at  Heist,  West  Vlaanderen,  Belgium,  on  July  10th  1988,  230km  E.  Another 
bird  controlled  at  Heist  was  a  Lesser  Whitethroat  which  had  been  ringed  at 
Yeoveney  GP,  Wraysbury,  Berks,  on  Aug  20th  1988;  it  was  controlled  nine 
days  later,  268km  E.  A  Blackcap  ringed  at  Westplaat,  Oostvoome,  Zuid 
Holland,  The  Netherlands,  on  May  9th  1988  was  controlled  at  Queen  Mary 
Res,  Surrey,  on  July  9th  1988,  315km  SW.  A  Willow  Warbler  ringed  at 
Kempton  Park  Res,  Middx,  on  Aug  18th  1987  was  controlled  at  Meols,  Wirral, 
Merseyside,  on  Aug  16th  1988. 

RECOVERIES  AND  CONTROLS  FOR  1989  AND  NOTES  OF  INTEREST 
There  were  nine  recoveries  of  Greylag  Geese  ringed  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve, 
seven  shot  within  15km  of  the  reserve,  one  shot  65km  away  and  one  a  field 
sighting  at  Amberley  Wildbrooks,  West  Sussex.  Two  Tufted  Ducks  ringed  in 
Regent’s  Park  were  recovered  in  Finland.  One,  ringed  as  a  chick  on  Aug  7th 
1986,  was  shot  at  Daljogrundet,  Sund,  Aland  Is,  on  May  25th,  1,596km  NE. 
The  other,  ringed  as  a  chick  on  Aug  25th  1988,  was  shot  at  Molkojarvi,  Kittila, 
Lappi,  on  Aug  20th,  2,248km  NE.  The  probability  of  Tufted  Ducks  hatched  in 
the  Royal  Parks  migrating  with  wintering  birds  to  breeding  grounds  in 
northeastern  Europe  has  been  mentioned  in  previous  Ringing  Reports.  Another 
Tufted  Duck,  ringed  as  an  adult  male  in  Regent’s  Park  on  Jan  29th  1987,  was 
shot  at  Baie  D’Authie  Sud,  Somme,  France,  on  July  27th,  177km  SE. 

A  Kestrel  ringed  at  Potters  Bar  on  Mar  16th  1985  was  found  brooding 
young  in  a  nest  at  Wembley  Stadium  on  June  13th.  Two  Kestrels  ringed  as  pulfi 
at  Osterley  were  found  dead.  One,  ringed  on  June  17th  1987,  was  caught  up  in 
crop-protection  netting  at  Woodley,  Reading,  Berks,  on  May  28th.  The  other, 
ringed  on  June  15th  1988,  was  found  dead  on  the  M6  near  Birmingham  on  Oct 
1st.  Another  Kestrel,  ringed  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  Jan  4th  1987,  was 
controlled  at  Bidston,  Wirral,  Merseyside,  on  Mar  2nd. 

A  Redshank  ringed  at  Swanscombe  Marsh  on  Dec  30th  1972  was  found 
dead  on  the  Wansbeck  Estuary,  near  Ashington,  Northumberland,  on  Mar 
24th,  5,928  days  (16  years)  later.  Very  few  Black-headed  Gulls  were  ringed 
or  recovered,  probably  reflecting  the  mild  weather  conditions.  There  were  no 
outstanding  foreign  recoveries  and  the  only  British  recovery  of  note  was  of  a 
bird  ringed  at  Littlebrook,  Kent,  on  Dec  27th  1970  and  found  dead  (not  recent) 
at  Tilbury,  Essex,  on  May  5th,  6,704  days  (18  years)  later. 

A  Common  Tern  ringed  as  a  chick  at  Rye  Meads  SF  on  June  13th  1987  was 
caught  alive  at  Bissau,  Guinea  Bissau,  on  the  late  date  of  May  5th,  4,657km 
SSW.  An  interesting  Kingfisher  movement  was  of  a  bird  ringed  at  Rye  Meads 
SF  on  June  24th  which  was  killed  when  it  hit  a  window  at  Hooke,  Beaminster, 
Dorset,  on  July  15th. 

A  considerable  number  of  birds  ringed  in  the  London  Area  were  controlled 
at  Icklesham,  East  Sussex,  by  Rye  Bay  RG.  The  principal  species  controlled  at 
the  site  during  August  and  September  were  Sand  Martin  and  Sedge  Warbler. 
Apart  from  controls  at  Icklesham,  there  were  five  interesting  controls  of  Sand 
Martins  ringed  at  Rye  Meads  SF  during  July  1988.  Four  were  controlled  at 
their  breeding  colonies  as  follows:  Homcastle,  Lines,  on  June  30th;  Drumbeg 
Sand  Quarry,  Central  Region,  Scotland,  on  July  1st;  Cross  of  Hough, 
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Clonoully,  Tipperary,  Ireland,  on  July  8th;  and  Wybunbury,  Crewe,  Cheshire, 
on  July  9th.  The  other  was  controlled  at  Hindley  SF,  Wigan,  Greater 
Manchester,  on  July  28th.  The  only  Swallow  recovery  was  a  bird  ringed  as  a 
nestling  at  Stonehill  Farm,  Wilmington,  Kent,  on  July  3rd  and  controlled  at 
Icklesham  on  Aug  6th.  A  Meadow  Pipit  ringed  at  Spurn  Point,  Humberside,  on 
Oct  9th  1986  and  controlled  at  Dartford  SF  on  Nov  26th  was  the  only  bird  of 
its  species  recovered  in  the  Area.  A  Dunnock  ringed  at  Layer  Breton, 
Colchester,  Essex,  on  June  26th  1988  and  controlled  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on 
Dec  2nd  1988  was  also  controlled  there  on  Dec  29th.  Probably  the  outstanding 
control  of  the  year  in  the  London  Area  was  a  Robin  caught  at  Dartford  SF  on 
Sept  24th  which  had  been  ringed  seven  days  earlier  at  Meetkerke,  West 
Vlaanderen,  Belgium,  204km  W.  There  were  no  foreign  Blackbird  or  Song 
Thrush  recoveries  this  year.  The  furthest  British  recovery  was  a  Song  Thrush 
ringed  at  Littlebrook  on  Jan  31st  1988  which  was  found  dead  at  Long  Stanton, 
Cambs,  on  Apr  9th. 

Two  French-ringed  Sedge  Warblers  were  controlled  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve. 
One  had  been  ringed  at  £tang  de  Kergalan,  Finistere,  on  Aug  5th  1987,  499km 
NW,  the  other  at  St-Seurin  D’Uzet,  Charente-Maritime,  on  Aug  18th  1987, 
647km  N.  Both  birds  had  been  controlled  at  the  reserve  on  May  20th  1988  and 
were  proved  breeding  in  1989,  being  caught  on  several  dates  during  the 
breeding  season.  A  Sedge  Warbler  ringed  at  Rye  Meads  SF  on  Aug  6th  1988 
was  found  dead  near  San  Augustin  de  Guadalix,  Madrid,  Spain,  on  May  1st, 
1,126km  SSW.  Another  Sedge  Warbler,  ringed  at  Errol  East,  Tayside, 
Scotland,  on  Aug  5th  was  controlled  at  Scots  Hill,  Herts,  on  Aug  19th. 
Dispersal  movements  of  both  Sedge  and  Reed  Warblers  were  especially 
noticeable  this  year  with  many  young  birds  of  both  species  ringed  in  the 
London  Area  being  controlled  at  various  other  ringing  sites  both  in  and  around 
the  Area.  Nine  Reed  Warblers  ringed  in  the  London  Area  were  controlled  at 
south  coast  ringing  sites  and  observatories. 

There  were  no  foreign  recoveries  of  Lesser  Whitethroat  this  year.  There 
were  only  two  recoveries  which  were  other  than  local.  One,  ringed  at 
Litlington,  East  Sussex,  on  Sept  7th  1988,  was  controlled  at  the  Middlesex 
Filter  Beds,  Walthamstow  Marshes,  on  May  1st  and  another,  ringed  at  Queen 
Mary  Res  on  Aug  19th,  was  controlled  at  Sandwich  Bay,  Kent,  on  Sept  2nd. 
Although  the  number  of  Whitethroats  ringed  in  recent  years  has  gradually 
increased,  very  few  recoveries  were  received.  The  only  recovery  over  100km 
was  a  bird  ringed  at  Landguard  Point,  Suffolk,  on  Sept  18th  1988  which  was 
controlled  at  Feltham,  Middx,  on  May  10th.  A  Garden  Warbler  ringed  at 
Kempton  Park  Res,  Middx,  on  Aug  27th  1988  was  recovered  at  Ahfor, 
Morocco,  on  Apr  23rd  (method  of  recovery  not  known),  1,853km  SSW.  The 
furthest  British  recovery  of  this  species  was  of  a  bird  ringed  at  Brookmans 
Park,  Herts,  on  June  27th  1986  and  controlled  at  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  on  Apr 
30th.  There  were,  unusually,  very  few  Blackcap  recoveries.  Two  foreign 
recoveries  of  this  species  were  both  ringed  at  Rye  Meads  SF  on  July  9th  1988. 
One  was  taken  alive  at  Tassadort,  Tizi  Ouzou,  Algeria,  on  Feb  8th,  1,706km  S, 
the  other  bird  was  a  road  casualty  between  Marbella  and  Jadn  Province,  Spain, 
on  Oct  10th,  1,677km  SSW. 

The  only  ChifTchaff  recovery  was  a  bird  which  had  been  ringed  at  Cissbury, 
Worthing,  West  Sussex,  on  Sept  10th  1988  which  was  controlled  at 
Kingswood,  Hamsey,  Surrey,  on  May  27th.  A  Willow  Warbler  ringed  at 
Gibraltar  Point,  Lines,  on  Aug  26th  1985  was  controlled  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve 
on  Apr  21st,  1,334  days  (3 x/i  years)  later,  having  survived  eight  migrations  to 
and  from  its  wintering  quarters.  One  bird  of  this  species  ringed  at  Lockhaugh 
SF,  Rowlands  Gill,  Tyne  and  Wear,  on  Aug  19th  was  controlled  at  Rye  Meads 
SF  on  Aug  26th.  Another,  ringed  near  Tadcaster,  North  Yorks,  on  May  13th, 
was  controlled  at  Queen  Mary  Res  on  Aug  12th.  A  Treecreeper  ringed  at  Rye 
Meads  SF  on  Sept  17th  1983  and  retrapped  every  year  since  was  found  dead 
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nearly  six  years  later,  on  June  19th,  an  extremely  long  life  span  for  this 
species. 

There  was  only  one  foreign  recovery  of  a  Starling.  One  ringed  at  Rye 
Meads  SF  on  July  12th  1987  was  found  dead  at  Westerhaar,  Overijssel,  The 
Netherlands,  on  Apr  2nd,  458km  E.  There  were  two  interesting  local 
recoveries.  One,  notable  for  its  longevity,  was  a  bird  ringed  at  Tonbridge, 
Kent,  on  Oct  1st  1982  and  controlled  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  Jan  14th,  2,297 
days  (6  years)  later.  The  other,  notable  for  the  unusual  method  of  recovery, 
was  a  bird  ringed  at  Egham  on  June  24th  and  recovered  when  dropped  by  a 
Kestrel  outside  a  hanger  at  Heathrow  Airport. 

In  recent  years  there  have  been  several  Nofwegian-ringed  Chaffinches 
controlled  in  the  London  Area.  This  year  one  ringed  at  Ime,  near  Mandal, 
Norway,  on  Apr  9th  1987,  was  controlled  at  Potters  Bar  on  Jan  15th,  790km 
SW.  Another  Chaffinch,  ringed  at  Egham,  Surrey,  on  Feb  28th,  was  killed 
when  it  hit  a  window  at  Upland,  Norway,  on  Apr  1st,  1,209km  NE.  There 
were  more  recoveries  in  April  of  Greenfinches  moving  to  or  through  the  Area 
from  wintering  quarters  in  southwestern  counties.  One  bird,  ringed  at  Rye 
Meads  SF  on  Apr  2nd  1988  and  controlled  near  Newton  Abbot,  Devon,  on  Oct 
28th  1988,  was  retrapped  at  Rye  Meads  on  Apr  15th.  Another,  ringed  at 
Westbury,  Wilts,  on  Dec  3rd  1988,  was  controlled  at  Rye  Meads  on  Apr  9th 
and  a  third,  ringed  at  Dorchester,  Dorset,  on  Jan  28th,  was  controlled  at  Hurst 
Green,  Surrey,  on  Apr  20th.  There  were  two  interesting  Greenfinch  controls. 
One,  ringed  at  Le  Huquet,  St  Martin,  Jersey,  Channel  Is,  on  Mar  3rd,  was 
controlled  at  Littlebrook,  Kent,  on  July  9th.  The  other,  remarkable  for  its 
longevity,  was  a  bird  ringed  at  Tring,  Herts,  on  Feb  13th  1983,  controlled  at 
Roydon,  Herts,  on  Oct  23rd  1983,  at  Rye  Meads  SF  on  Apr  27th  1986  and 
again  at  Rye  Meads  on  Apr  9th. 

The  only  foreign  Goldfinch  recovery  of  the  year  was  a  bird  ringed  at 
Littlebrook  on  July  23rd  1988  and  controlled  at  Miidelkerke,  West  Vlaanderen, 
Belgium,  on  Apr  21st,  182km  ESE.  A  Siskin  ringed  at  Fyren,  Falsterbo, 
Sweden,  on  Aug  8th  1988  was  controlled  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  Feb  28th, 
953km  SW.  Another  Siskin,  ringed  at  Egham  on  Feb  25th,  was  controlled  at 
Saetre,  Volda  More  Og,  Romsdal,  Norway,  on  July  22nd,  1,254km  NNE. 
Again  this  year,  several  Siskins  ringed  in  the  London  Area  were  controlled 
during  the  spring  and  summer  at  their  breeding  territories  in  Highland  Region, 
Scotland.  Figure  1  opposite  below  shows  the  approximate  ringing  and  recovery 
locations  in  the  UK  of  Siskins  ringed  and  controlled  in  the  London  Area  during 
the  winter  months.  The  map  shows  the  north-westerly /south-easterly 
movements  of  Siskins  between  their  breeding  territories  in  Scotland  and  their 
wintering  localities  in  the  London  Area.  Lastly,  a  Reed  Bunting  ringed  at 
Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  Mar  19th  was  controlled  at  Holbrook,  Ipswich,  Suffolk, 
on  Apr  1st. 
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Fig.  1.  Ringing  and 
recovery  locations  in  the 
UK  of  Siskins  ringed  and 
controlled  in  the  London 
Area  during  the  winter 
months.  Solid  dots  show 
recovery  locations  of  birds 
ringed  in  winter  in  the 
London  Area.  Open  dots 
show  where  birds 
controlled  in  the  London 
Area  were  ringed.  There 
have  also  been  seven 
recoveries  abroad  of  Siskins 
ringed  in  the  London  Area 
—  in  Belgium  (2),  Denmark 
(1),  Germany  (3)  and 
Norway  (1)  —  and  three 
controls  in  the  winter 
months  in  the  London  Area 
of  foreign-ringed  Siskins  - 
one  in  Limerick,  Ireland,  in 
April  and  two  in  Sweden  in 
August. 
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Birds  recorded  from 
a  Suburban  Garden 
in  South-East  London 
1977-89 

Robert  Dawson 

SITE  DESCRIPTION 

The  records  summarised  below  refer  to  birds  seen  between  1977  and  1989  in 
or  from  my  parents’  home  in  Orpington,  Kent,  at  grid  reference  TQ462646. 
The  garden  itself  is  typical  of  the  surrounding  suburban  area:  narrow,  though 
slightly  longer  than  most,  the  lawn  is  fringed  by  a  herbaceous  border  of  mostly 
ornamental  flowers  and  shrubs  but  also  elder  and  dogwood.  There  is  a  small 
vegetable  patch.  Deciduous  trees  include  mainly  silver  birch  and  copper  beech 
but  also  lime,  while  there  are  four  apple  trees  and  one  each  of  plum  and  pear. 
The  front  garden  has  silver  birch  and  a  damson  tree.  The  site  occupies  a 
reasonably  elevated  position  while  the  gardens  immediately  below  include  an 
adjacent  small  plot  of  rough  grassland  and  a  small  wooded  section. 

The  area  was  severely  hit  by  the  hurricane-force  winds  of  Oct  16th  1987, 
with  all  the  silver  birches  in  the  vicinity  being  lost  except  one,  and  the  adjacent 
‘wild’  areas  have  since  been  sold  to  a  property  developer  and  levelled.  As  a 
result,  there  has  been  a  vast  reduction  in  the  availability  of  resting  and  feeding 
sites  for  passerines  and  migrant  warblers,  for  example,  are  now  noticeably  far 
scarcer  than  previously.  Nevertheless,  the  site  still  provides  an  excellent 
vantage  point  for  visible  migration  which  is  probably  representative  of  a 
volume  of  passage  that  occurs  over  much  of  the  London  Area.  However,  it  is 
also  partly  due  to  a  rather  fortuitous  position  just  south  of  the  basin  of  the  River 
Cray  (at  Priory  Gardens,  Orpington,  at  grid  reference  TQ467667)  that  such  a 
rich  species  list  has  been  achieved.  Migrants  following  the  line  of  the  River 
Cray  southwards  overshoot  and  are  occasionally  recorded  from  the  garden.  In 
addition,  the  capacity  of  nearby  arable  land  to  the  east  as  a  ‘holding  area’  for 
migrants  may  swell  the  ranks,  but  not  necessarily  the  diversity,  of  migrant  birds 
recorded  over  the  garden. 

I  have  records  for  1 ,100  dates  from  January  1977  to  October  1990  which 
probably  represent  at  least  1,000  hours  observation  time;  1990  records  are 
dealt  with  separately  in  an  appendix.  The  most  intensively  covered  years  were 
between  1981  and  1983  which  produced  a  minimum  of  510  days  watching. 
Most  observation  periods  are  of  between  30  minutes  and  one  hour’s  duration 
and  several  such  periods  may  be  completed  in  a  single  day,  although  many  a 
five-minute  stroll  up  the  garden  has  produced  a  ‘goodie’.  For  example,  a 
Peregrine  in  1986  was  seen  only  because  someone  was  late  picking  me  up  to  go 
elsewhere  (thanks  Neil!).  Most  watches  start  at  dawn  or  just  before  and  in  the 
earlier  days  were  curtailed  by  my  required  presence  at  school.  The  longest 
continuous  watch  for  which  1  have  details  was  5  hours  30  minutes  on  Oct  24th 
1986,  although  this  may  well  have  been  exceeded  in  total  on  some  other  days. 
In  1986  an  intensive  effort  to  record  overhead  migration  was  made  between 
Sept  20th  and  Nov  4th.  Over  43  days  I  totalled  80  hours’  observation  time  and 
recorded  three  ‘firsts’  —  not  bad  for  a  garden  list  already  over  100!  In  autumn, 
bright  and  fairly  clear  days  with  a  light  NW  wind  seem  to  be  best  for  overhead 
movements  but  these  conditions  are  unusual  and  the  wind  tends  to  be  from  the 
SW. 

The  location  of  the  site  with  respect  to  the  River  Cray  and  River  Thames  is 
shown  in  Fig.  1.  In  the  text,  references  to  the  number  of  birds  breeding  in  the 
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general  vicinity  or  area  refer  to  the  recording  area  as  defined  by  the  boundary 
shown  in  Fig.  2,  although  clearly  not  all  the  territories  will  be  wholly  included. 
The  major  observation  point  shown  allows  an  interrupted  view  of 
approximately  270°  in  total  with  a  maximum  visible  distance  of  one  to  two  km 
when  viewing  to  the  south  around  to  the  north-west.  Another  favourite  watch 
point  is  approximately  lA  the  distance  up  the  garden  facing  east  allowing 
coverage  of  a  major  blind  spot. 

ANALYSIS 

The  data  presented  cover  the  years  1977  to  1989.  However,  the  fragmented 
distribution  of  variable  degrees  of  recording  effort  has  resulted  in  a  major  bias 
in  attention  towards  vacation  time  from  school  and,  subsequently,  university. 
This,  in  addition  to  the  gradual  development  of  my  own  identification  skills, 
seems  to  preclude  any  stringent  analyses.  Much  of  the  information  is  therefore 
rather  anecdotal  although  a  daily  log  was  maintained  from  July  31st  1981  to 
Sept  30th  1983,  and  a  sustained  effort  was  made  from  late  September  to  mid- 
November  1986.  Even  so,  the  data  collected  over  the  years  provide  an 
interesting  insight  into  the  often  surprising  potential  of  a  single  suburban  site  to 
generate  some  exciting  birdwatching.  A  total  of  105  species  has  been  recorded 
(plus  one  presumed  escape  —  Raven)  with  a  maximum  day  total  of  42.  Two  big 
days  in  particular  are  Oct  24th  1981  and  Jan  10th  1987,  the  most  impressive 
days  for  numbers  of  visible  migrants  in  late  autumn  and  in  severe  weather 
respectively. 

SPECIES  ACCOUNTS 

Cormorant  Eight  records  involving  23  birds  in  April,  July,  August  and 
October  with  a  maximum  of  nine  flying  SE  on  Oct  15th  1982.  Most  have 
flown  between  S  and  SW,  indicating  a  likely  route  along  the  River  Cray,  but 
four  flying  E  on  July  13th  1983  and  one  NNE  on  Oct  23rd  1987  are  of 
interest  as  they  imply  flight  paths  taken  along  other  river  systems. 

Grey  Heron  34  records  of  mostly  singles  flying  SW  except  two  on  each  of 
June  16th  1983,  Oct  1st  1987  and  Aug  20th  1989.  Noted  in  April  and 
between  June  and  January;  those  in  winter  were  often  associated  with  hard 
weather  movements  of  other  species. 

Mute  Swan  One  flew  SE  on  Oct  21st  1987  (Cl). 

Greylag  Goose  Four  records:  one  flew  WSW  on  Dec  15th  1981,  two  flew  S 
on  Mar  5th  1987,  three  flew  NE  on  Apr  17th  1987  and  one  flew  NE  on  Oct 
12th  1987. 

Grey  goose  sp  Six  flew  high  E  on  Dec  27th  1989. 

Canada  Goose  Up  to  nine  recorded  overhead,  especially  in  March  and  April, 
but  also  in  May,  June,  October  and  November.  An  increase  in  sightings  in 
recent  years  is  attributable  to  an  increase  in  the  number  of  birds  resident  at 
Priory  Gardens,  Orpington,  since  autumn  1986. 

Brent  Goose  Nine  flew  SW  on  Oct  11th  1986. 

Shelduck  A  female  flew  W  on  Apr  21st  1983  and  12  flew  E  on  May  12th 
1988. 

Mallard  Up  to  seven  birds  from  Priory  Gardens  were  frequently  seen  between 
March  and  May  but  eight  flew  NE  on  June  13th  1988.  The  only  other 
records  are  of  one  flying  SW  in  Dec  1979,  three  flying  W  on  Jan  1st  1982, 
one  flying  SW  on  July  28th  1984  and  one  flying  SW  on  Jan  17th  1988. 

Tufted  Duck  A  female  flew  E  on  Dec  30th  1981,  a  day  when  130  Lapwings 
also  flew  E. 

Sparrow  hawk  First  recorded  on  Oct  3rd  1981  when  a  male  flew  S.  The 
following  year  one  flew  SE  on  Sept  28th  and  one  flew  W  on  Oct  28th  when  a 
pair  was  known  to  be  present  at  a  nearby  site.  Recent  sightings  have  been 
confined  to  spring  and  autumn  except  for  three  November  and  two 
December  records  in  extremely  mild  winters.  Recorded  between  March  and 
May  and  between  August  and  December.  A  female  on  Apr  29th  1987  was 
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FIG.  1 


Location  of  the  study  site  in  relation  to  the  Thames,  Darent 
and  Cray. 
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recognised  as  the  incumbent  at  a  nearby  breeding  site. 

Kestrel  Recorded  in  all  months  with  four  on  several  dates.  One  flying  high 
ESE  on  Oct  6th  1981  was  probably  a  genuine  migrant. 

Hobby  Annual  since  1981  with  most  sightings  (five)  in  each  of  1982  and  1983. 
A  total  of  21  records  (22  birds)  with  earliest  on  Apr  29th  1987  and  latest 
(surprisingly  an  adult)  on  Sept  22nd  1986.  Was  once  seen  to  take  a  House 
Martin. 

Peregrine  An  adult  male  flew  high  SSW  on  Sept  25th  1986. 

Ringed  Plover  One  heard  calling  as  it  flew  over  soon  after  dusk  on  Aug  22nd 
1985.  Curiously,  the  date  is  identical  for  one  at  nearby  Chelsfield  in  1984. 

Golden  Plover  A  flock  of  25  flew  SSW  in  a  blizzard  on  Jan  8th  1982  while 
five  flocks  (numbering  between  18  and  90)  totalling  245  birds  flew  SW  on 
Jan  10th  1987  in  a  light  but  bitter  NE  wind  following  a  severe  frost. 

Lapwing  A  total  of  5,833  bird  days  recorded  since  November  1978.  Recorded 
in  all  months  but  unusual  between  March  and  May  and  between  August  and 
October.  Maximum  in  winter  an  exceptional  2,200  flying  SW  on  Jan  10th 
1987  with  460  over  the  next  day  and  previously  605  on  Jan  5th  1985.  No 
other  counts  of  over  200  with  next  highest  count  in  winter  162  on  Jan  8th 
1982.  100+  on  several  dates  between  November  and  February,  with  130  on 
Dec  30th  1981  uncharacteristically  flying  E.  Post-breeding  dispersal  noted 
from  late  May  to  mid-August  usually  peaking  in  mid-June  with  maxima  of 
192  on  June  17th  1983  and  111  on  June  22nd  1981  but  only  14  seen  in  total 
between  1984  and  1987.  In  1988,  21  on  four  dates,  all  in  June. 

Snipe  Passage  and  hard  weather  migrant.  Five  in  September  (including  four 
flying  W  on  Sept  10th  1982),  three  singles  in  October  (all  in  1986),  one  in 
December  and  13  in  January  (including  eight  flying  W/SW  on  Jan  7th  1985 
and  three  flying  SSW  on  Jan  11th  1987). 

Bar-tailed  Godwit  One  flew  NE  (with  19  Whimbrel)  on  May  6th  1989. 

Whimbrel  Two  flew  low  SW  on  Aug  14th  1984  and  19  flew  NE  (with  a  Bar¬ 
tailed  Godwit)  on  May  6th  1989 

Curlew  Passage  and  hard  weather  migrant.  A  flock  of  23  flew  low  W  on  Aug 
24th  1981  with  another  two  W  the  next  evening.  One  other  autumn  record  of 
one  flying  SW  on  Sept  16th  1982.  Only  one  spring  record,  one  flying  W  on 
Mar  14th  1987.  In  winter,  12  flying  W  on  Jan  5th  1985  coincided  with  a 
large  movement  of  Lapwing  and  Snipe,  a  day  when  another  observer 
recorded  a  separate  flock  of  13  Curlew  flying  W  from  another  point  about 
one  km  due  NNE. 

Greenshank  Three  flew  SSW  calling  at  dusk  on  Aug  26th  1981. 

Common  Sandpiper  Three  singles  heard  at  night:  July  22nd  and  25th  1983 
and  Aug  19th  1984. 

i  Arctic  Skua  A  pale  phase  first  winter  circled  in  from  the  E  on  Jan  10th  1987 
and  continued  SW.  This  was  a  day  of  heavy  Lapwing  and  Golden  Plover 
movement  and  only  the  second  record  for  Bromley. 

Little  Gull  A  first  winter  flew  high  SW  on  Oct  23rd  1987,  a  week  after  the 
gales  of  Oct  16th  that  year;  the  first  record  for  Bromley. 

Black-headed  Gull  Recorded  in  all  months  except  May.  First  return  of 
W-flying  post-breeding  adults  13  on  June  21st  1981  but  one  flying  NNW  on 
June  6th  1988  was  very  unusual.  Five  first  summers  flew  NW  on  June  13th 
1988.  Maximum  during  this  dispersal  113  on  Aug  7th  1983.  In  winter, 
between  40  and  100  regularly  recorded  flying  over  after  leaving  the  previous 
night’s  roost  and  following  the  River  Cray  SW  at  dawn,  with  a  maximum  of 
205  on  Jan  11th  1987.  Other  gulls  may  also  be  involved  (see  Kittiwake). 

Common  Gull  Has  been  recorded  in  all  months  with  occasional  wandering 
first  summers  in  May  and  June.  The  commonest  gull  after  Black-headed, 
with  ‘post-roost’  counts  rarely  exceeding  20  but  once  45  and  a  maximum  of 
78  (mostly  adults)  flying  NE  on  Mar  18th  1988. 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  Seen  in  all  months  with  small  numbers  regularly 
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flying  over  but  a  maximum  of  only  ten  (compare  with  other  large  gulls)  on 
Oct  6th  1982,  May  4th  1988  and  July  10th  1988.  A  light  N/NW  passage  of 
adults  is  usually  noted  in  early  spring. 

Herring  Gull  The  most  likely  of  the  large  gulls  to  appear  in  any  numbers, 
nearly  always  flying  SW  from  along  the  River  Cray.  Maxima  of  37  on  Nov 
30th  1980,  34  on  Dec  11th  1983  and  22  on  Jan  3rd  1982.  Rare  between  May 
and  July  with  only  three  records  (all  in  June). 

Great  Black-backed  Gull  Erratic  visitor  but  has  been  seen  in  all  months 
except  June  and  July.  Usually  only  one  to  three  birds  but,  after  heavy  snow 
in  January  1987,  seven  flew  SW  on  11th  and  a  remarkable  16  flew  E  the 
next  morning.  Unlike  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull,  often  associates  with 
Herring  Gulls. 

Kittiwake  Single  adults  flew  SW  on  Jan  19th  1983  and  Oct  1st  1987.  Both 
accompanied  Black-headed  Gulls  flying  from  roost  in  the  morning.  Though 
usually  considered  a  vagrant  inland,  these  and  other  similar  observations  at 
Ruxley  GP  and  the  River  Thames  at  Dartford  and  Littlebrook  indicate  that 
Kittiwakes  may  be  regarded  as  regular,  if  scarce,  visitors  to  Bromley. 

Common  Tern  Two  adults  flew  WSW  on  Aug  23rd  1984. 

Stock  Dove  Recorded  in  all  months  except,  surprisingly,  January.  Usually  one 
or  two  but  nine  on  Feb  4th  1982  and  seven  on  each  of  Aug  15th  1982  and 
Dec  31st  1989.  Possibly  some  passage  occurs  but  movements  of  locally 
feeding  birds  are  complex  and  autumn  records  in  particular  may  concern 
only  these. 

Woodpigeon  Resident  with  one  or  two  pairs  usually  breeding.  Again  the 
possibility  of  passage  is  likely  but  hard  to  confirm.  Large  numbers  flying  S 
in  late  October  and  early  November  may  be  migrants  or  involve  birds 
leaving  a  roost  at  Scadbury  Park  about  three  km  N  on  their  way  to  feed;  the 
highest  count  during  this  period  was  505  flying  S  on  Oct  27th  1982. 

Collared  Dove  Two  pairs  breed  though  previously  three  or  four  did;  the 
reasons  for  this  decline  are  unknown.  In  late  summer  and  autumn  small 
parties  are  often  seen  flying  to  and  from  nearby  Goddington  Park  and 
adjacent  fields  with  highest  count  there  of  180.  Some  evidence  for  a  small 
westerly  movement  in  October,  eg  a  total  of  24  flew  W  on  Oct  24th  1981,  a 
day  of  record  overhead  passage.  Up  to  30  have  used  the  wood  as  a  roost  but 
not  in  recent  years. 

Turtle  Dove  Recorded  from  April  to  September  with  earliest  on  Apr  17th 
1987  and  latest  on  Sept  22nd  1981.  Out  of  58  bird  days  (37  dates)  the  vast 
majority  have  been  in  spring  with  29  birds  in  May  and  16  of  these  in  1982. 
Maximum  of  five  on  May  26th  1982  while  mid-summer  records  are 
occasional  with  seven  in  June  and  three  in  July.  Autumn  passage  much  more 
subdued  from  Aug  3rd  with  only  ten  birds  in  August  and  three  in  September. 

Ring-necked  Parakeet  Well  away  from  its  north  Bromley  stronghold  this 
species  is  something  of  a  rarity  over  Orpington  and  the  three  records  for  the 
garden  may  indicate  a  dispersive  trend  in  spring  and  autumn.  One  was  in  the 
wood  on  Apr  8th  1982  while  in  autumn  one  flew  W  on  Oct  28th  1982  and 
four  on  Oct  11th  1986  first  flew  E  and  then  WNW. 

Cuckoo  In  spring,  one  flew  W  on  May  8th  1982  and  a  male  flew  N  on  May 
10th  1987.  A  juvenile  flying  low  ESE  on  Aug  1st  1982  is  the  only  other 
record. 

Little  Owl  Only  one  record  of  one  calling  on  June  8th  1982. 

Tawny  Owl  Occasionally  heard  between  December  and  April  and  probably 
breeds  in  the  vicinity;  almost  certainly  under-recorded.  Late  summer  records 
may  indicate  dispersal  of  juveniles:  two  in  July  1979,  one  on  Aug  4th  1983 
and  one  on  July  23rd  1985. 

Short-eared  Owl  One  flying  S  on  Oct  16th  1986  (being  mobbed  by  a  Kestrel) 
had  almost  certainly  followed  the  River  Cray.  The  preceding  few  weeks  had 
already  produced  the  garden’s  only  records  of  Peregrine  and  Brent  Goose. 
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Swift  A  common  summer  visitor.  April  records  confined  to  1983  when  one 
flew  W  on  26th,  two  on  29th  and  three  on  30th.  Birds  become  estab fished  at 
nearby  breeding  sites  soon  after  arrival  with  numbers  generally  constant  (12 
to  18)  from  mid-May  to  early  July.  Main  outward  passage  in  early  August 
with  a  maximum  of  150  flying  E  in  55  minutes  on  Aug  3rd  1983  but  no  other 
count  exceeding  80,  even  of  the  larger  feeding  flocks  seen  in  July  and 
August.  12  records  of  25  birds  in  September  with  latest  on  Sept  22nd  1986 
and  maximum  of  seven  on  Sept  9th  1985. 

Wryneck  One  was  watched  feeding  in  a  neighbouring  garden  on  Sept  5th  1981 
before  it  flew  off  SW. 

Green  Woodpecker  Single  juveniles  seen  on  the  remarkably  similar  dates  of 
Aug  17th  1982  and  Aug  18th  1983,  while  another  individual  was  heard 
briefly  on  Aug  16th  1988. 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  Occasionally  recorded  in  all  months  except  June 
but  especially  in  January  and  February  and  from  August  to  October.  40 
records,  all  of  singles  except  two  on  Sept  26th  1986.  Post-breeding  dispersal 
from  July  7th  followed  by  later  autumn  movements  peaking  between  late 
September  and  mid-October.  Often  recorded  feeding  on  peanuts  in  winter. 

Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker  Most  of  the  21  records  have  been  between  July 
and  October,  probably  reflecting  post-breeding  dispersal.  Also  singles  on 
Dec  9th  1987,  Feb  8th  1988  and  Feb  18th  1981.  A  pair  present  briefly  on 
June  22nd  1982  was  very  unusual,  while  in  1987  possibly  the  same  bird  was 
seen  on  Apr  22nd  and  then  on  several  dates  between  June  23rd  and  Aug  2nd. 
An  adult  male  was  seen  on  July  25th  1989. 

Skylark  Seen  in  all  months  except  August  but  infrequent  from  March  to  July. 
The  majority  of  records  in  spring  and  summer  appear  to  involve  very  small 
numbers,  including  probable  non-breeders  or  unpaired  birds,  ‘commuting’ 
between  nearby  grassland  and  arable  sites.  Hard  weather  movements  occur 
with  maximum  of  239  flying  SW  after  heavy  snow  on  Dec  23rd  1982;  the 
next  highest  count  was  only  94  flying  SW  on  Dec  12th  1981.  Visible 
migrants  pass  W  from  late  September  until  mid-November  with  earliest  on 
Sept  13th  and  maximum  120  on  Oct  24th  1981,  a  day  of  exceptional 
overhead  passage. 

Sand  Martin  Recorded  in  April  and  May  and  between  July  and  October  but 
most  have  been  seen  in  autumn.  Formerly  a  regular  passage  migrant  but  very 
few  since  1983  reflecting  population  crash  in  winter  1983/84.  27  records 
involving  41  birds  with  maximum  of  four  on  Sept  13th  1981  and  Sept  26th 
1982.  Earliest  record,  one  on  Apr  30th  1983;  latest,  singles  on  Oct  5th  1987 
and  Oct  24th  1982. 

Swallow  A  regular  migrant.  Small  numbers  (one  to  five)  in  spring  from  Apr 
5th  to  May  27th  but  ten  on  May  5th  1988  with  nine  the  next  day.  Occasional 
records  in  June  and  July  with  autumn  passage  from  early  August  usually 
peaking  in  September.  Maximum  of  87  flying  S  on  Sept  17th  1981  and  50 
flying  S  on  Oct  3rd  1982.  Other  high  counts  include  48  on  Sept  9th  1982,  37 
on  Sept  10th  1982  and  48  again  on  Sept  11th  1982.  Latest  record,  one  on 
Oct  27th  1982. 

House  Martin  A  spring  migrant  in  small  numbers  with  earliest  record  on  Apr 
16th  1983.  A  small  colony  exists  cl  km  NW  of  the  garden  and  there  are 
occasional  pairs  nearby.  Autumn  passage  is  much  more  conspicuous,  usually 
peaking  in  early  October  with  maximum  count  of  340  flying  SW  on  Oct  3rd 
1981  (180  the  previous  day).  Forms  late  summer  and  autumn  flocks  over  a 
wooded  railway  embankment  to  the  SW  with  numbers  frequently  reaching  35 
to  85  and  occasionally  up  to  150.  Latest  record,  two  on  Oct  28th  1982. 

Tree  Pipit  Predominantly  a  scarce  autumn  migrant  with  one  spring  record  of 
two  flying  N  on  Apr  14th  1983.  Five  autumn  records:  four  flew  SSW  on  Aug 
25th  1982  (together),  one  flew  SSW  on  Sept  15th  1982,  one  flew  NE  on  Aug 
23rd  1983,  one  flew  ESE  on  Sept  11th  1985  and  one  flew  SE  on  Aug  25th 
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1986.  Late  August  and  early  September  records  are  also  typical  for  this 
species  in  the  nearby  Skibbs  Lane  area  of  Chelsfield. 

Meadow  Pipit  Recorded  in  all  months  except  May,  June  and  July.  Autumn 
passage  is  conspicuous  with  earliest  records  Aug  19th  1984  and  Aug  31st 
1986  and  continuing  to  mid-November  with  a  peak  in  late  September  and 
early  October.  Maxima  in  1981  (when  459  bird  days  in  autumn)  of  145  on 
Oct  4th,  96  on  Oct  6th  and  84  on  Oct  3rd,  all  flying  S.  The  only  other  counts 
above  27  were  of  65  flying  S  on  Oct  12th  1987  and  43  on  Sept  26th  1986. 
Three  records  in  December,  two  in  January  and  two  in  February.  Spring 
passage  recorded  between  Mar  5th  and  Apr  9th  with  a  total  of  31  birds  on  17 
days;  most  were  in  1984  with  19  on  seven  dates  and  a  maximum  of  nine 
flying  NE  on  Mar  29th. 

Rock  Pipit  One  flew  SW  on  Dec  17th  1981.  An  unexpected  record  and  the 
first  for  Bromley  although  a  few  winter  regularly  along  the  Thames  at 
Dartford. 

Yellow  Wagtail  A  double  passage  migrant  but  scarce  in  spring.  23  records  of 
43  birds  with  earliest  two  flying  N  on  Mar  27th  1981  and  others  singly  in 
spring  on  Apr  28th  1983,  Apr  15th  1984  and  Apr  17th  1987.  One  May 
record  of  two  flying  W  on  May  6th  1988.  In  autumn,  passage  recorded  from 
Aug  19th  to  Sept  25th,  usually  one  to  three  birds  but  a  maximum  of  nine 
flying  S  on  Sept  11th  1985. 

Grey  Wagtail  15  records.  All  have  been  in  autumn  with  the  exception  of  one 
SE  on  Mar  10th  1983.  Other  records  all  of  singles  between  Aug  5th  and  Nov 
14th:  one  in  August,  eight  in  September,  four  in  October  and  one  in 
November. 

Pied  Wagtail  Present  all  year  round  and  usually  breeds  nearby.  Small 
numbers  only  apart  from  birds  flying  to  roost  (no  longer  in  existence)  at 
Orpington  Civic  Centre  with  a  maximum  of  21  on  Nov  19th  1981.  Small 
numbers  associate  with  Meadow  Pipits  on  autumn  passage  with  1 1  flying  S 
on  both  Oct  2nd  and  Oct  10th  1986. 

Wren  Resident  with  one  to  three  pairs  breeding  in  or  near  the  wood. 

Dunnock  Usually  at  least  three  or  four  ‘pairs’  breed  in  the  immediate  area. 
Often  conspicuous  in  late  September  and  October  with  some  overhead 
movement.  Six  flying  WNW  together  on  Sept  13th  1981  were  highly 
surprising  and  maximum  count  of  at  least  12  on  Oct  2nd  1986  (see  also  Song 
Thrush).  An  individual  with  an  abberrant  song  was  present  in  1989  and 
1990. 

Robin  Resident  with  two  to  three  pairs  breeding.  No  evidence  of  any 
conspicuous  late  autumn  immigration. 

Nightingale  One  record:  a  very  approachable  bird  was  present  on  May  3rd 
1977. 

Black  Redstart  A  female  or  immature  male  was  present  from  at  least  Nov  6th 
to  10th  1984  (MD,  PG). 

Redstart  A  female  on  May  4th  1983  is  the  only  record. 

Wheatear  An  unusual  record  of  a  female  flying  NE  on  the  afternoon  of  May 
13th  1982. 

Ring  Ouzel  Two  records:  a  first  winter  was  present  on  Oct  28th  1987  and  a 
male  flew  overhead,  calling,  on  Apr  27th  1988. 

Blackbird  Common  resident  with  between  five  and  eight  pairs  breeding  in  the 
immediate  area.  Light  overhead  movement  noted  in  late  October  and 
November;  eg  three  flew  high  SW  on  Oct  22nd  1987  and  at  least  40  were 
present  on  Nov  3rd  1987. 

Fieldfare  Winter  visitor  from  September  to  April  with  extreme  dates  Sept  26th 
1983  (5)  and  Apr  15th  1987.  Main  passage  in  1981  peaked  in  mid-  to  late- 
October  with  207  flying  W  on  17th  and  474  flying  W  on  24th.  Maxima  in 
1982  of  only  54  on  Oct  16th  and  83  on  Oct  24th.  Winter  counts  rarely 
exceed  30  but  125  on  Jan  7th  1985,  79  on  Dec  8th  1981  and  60  on  Jan  12th 
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1987  reflected  harsh  weather  conditions. 

Song  Thrush  Resident  (three  to  five  breeding  pairs)  with  autumn  influx 
noticeable  from  late  September  through  October  with  a  few  hard  weather 
migrants  in  winter.  Maximum  of  at  least  22  present  on  Oct  2nd  1986.  A  bird 
of  the  Continental  race  was  present  on  Jan  7th  1985. 

Redwing  Winter  visitor  from  September  to  April  with  extreme  dates  Sept  29th 
1987  and  April  23rd  1987.  Maxima  of  541  flying  W  on  Oct  24th  1981  and 
250  on  Nov  1st  1980  but  apart  from  64  on  Oct  9th  1982  no  other  count  in 
autumn  exceeds  40.  Largest  hard  weather  movement  was  160  flying  W  on 
Jan  5th  1985  with  a  further  61  on  7th. 

Mistle  Thrush  Recorded  in  all  months;  pairs  attempted  to  breed  in  the  same 
fork  of  one  tree  in  both  1981  and  1987.  Some  evidence  for  local  movements 
of  small  numbers  in  September  and  October. 

Lesser  Whitethroat  Passage  migrant  with  several  mid-summer  records. 
Earliest  record  Apr  26th  1987  and  latest  Sept  6th  1983. 

Whitethroat  Only  two  records:  a  singing  male  in  the  wood  on  May  11th  1982 
and  a  juvenile  in  the  garden  on  Sept  10th  1985. 

Garden  Warbler  Three  spring  records  of  singing  males  on  Apr  17th  1988, 
May  12th  1982  and  a  late  bird  heard  on  May  28th  1987.  Regular  in  autumn 
when  birds  may  stay  for  several  days.  A  total  of  66  bird  days  since  July 
1981;  latest  record  one  on  Oct  1st  1986.  Maximum  of  three  on  four  dates,  all 
in  August. 

Blackcap  20  records  of  21  birds  in  winter  from  1978/79  onwards  with  13  bird 
days  in  January;  not  seen  in  winters  1983/84,  1986/87  or  1988/89.  Not 
recorded  in  March  with  the  earliest  migrant  a  female  in  the  wood  on  Apr  7th 
1981  and  the  first  male  on  Apr  11th  1982.  Single  males  held  territory  in  the 
wood  in  1985  and  1987  and  paired  successfully  in  1985  but  did  not  stay  to 
breed.  64  bird  days  in  autumn  between  July  20th  and  Oct  4th  with  a 
maximum  of  three  once  in  July  and  twice  in  August. 

Wood  Warbler  In  spring,  singles  on  May  5th  1983  and  Apr  23rd  1987.  One 
autumn  record  of  a  bird  on  Aug  11th  and  12th  1982. 

Chiffchaff  A  total  of  47  bird  days  with  the  vast  majority  in  autumn.  Earliest 
record  in  spring  on  Mar  29th  1979  but  very  few  others  at  this  season  and  a 
late  bird  on  May  8th  1981.  Mostly  singles  in  autumn  between  Sept  11th  and 
Oct  12th  with  a  maximum  of  four  on  Oct  6th  1986. 

Willow  Warbler  The  commonest  warbler,  with  94  bird  days  since  July  1981. 
Most  have  been  recorded  in  autumn  between  Aug  1st  and  Sept  29th  although 
an  unidentified  warbler  on  July  11th  1985  may  have  been  this  species. 
Maximum  of  three  on  six  dates  in  August  but  far  fewer  in  spring  as,  like 
most  spring  warblers,  birds  pass  straight  through.  Spring  passage  from  Apr 
5th  to  May  10th,  all  singles  except  three  on  Apr  17th  1983  (a  morning  which 
also  produced  an  early  Whitethroat  in  Chels field  and  a  remarkable 
Sanderling  at  Keston  Ponds). 

Goldcrest  Recorded  in  all  months  and  used  to  breed  in  the  wood.  Records 
tend  to  be  sporadic  as  they  depend  almost  entirely  on  location  by  hearing 
song.  A  family  party  of  five  was  present  in  1979,  otherwise  one  to  three, 
with  birds  remaining  in  the  area  in  mild  winters. 

Firecrest  Two  records:  singles  on  Jan  10th  1983  and  Nov  3rd  1986. 

Spotted  Flycatcher  A  passage  migrant  which  bred  in  1979,  1985  and  1987. 
Four  spring  migrants  between  May  5th  and  June  1st;  15  on  13  dates  in 
autumn  between  Aug  1st  and  Sept  15th  were  thought  to  be  genuine  migrants. 

Pied  Flycatcher  Five  autumn  records:  Aug  23rd  1981,  Sept  16th  1982,  Aug 
19th  1984,  Sept  11th  1985  and  Aug  20th  1989. 

Long-tailed  Tit  Resident  and  a  pair  usually  nests  nearby  but  habits  secretive  in 
summer.  Roving  parties  are  frequent  in  autumn,  commonly  numbering 
between  eight  and  13  individuals. 

Coal  Tit  One  pair  nests  nearby  and  possibly  also  in  the  wood;  two  juveniles  in 
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the  garden  on  Aug  6th  1981.  No  evidence  of  any  movement. 

Blue  Tit  A  common  resident  with  larger  numbers  in  winter  as  many  people  put 
out  food.  Three  pairs  probably  breed  and  has  used  nestboxes.  In  January 

1987,  preceding  heavy  snowfalls,  a  remarkable  flock  of  at  least  22  appeared 
from  nowhere  on  6th,  with  between  seven  and  14  present  until  14th. 
Otherwise,  the  highest  count  is  of  nine  (with  one  Coal  Tit)  on  Sept  24th 

1988. 

Great  Tit  One  or  two  pairs  breed  nearby  in  most  years.  This  species  together 
with  the  previous  two  is  a  regular  visitor  to  bird  tables  in  the  area.  One  flying 
high  NW  on  Oct  25th  1981  was  probably  a  local  migrant. 

Nuthatch  Exclusively  an  autumn  migrant  though  birds  probably  originate  from 
local  woodlands  and  may  spend  several  days  in  the  general  vicinity  (this  may 
also  apply  to  the  woodpeckers).  A  family  party  was  present  from  July  12th  to 
26th  1983  during  which  time  a  juvenile  was  found  dead;  this  was  a  year 
when  a  pair  almost  certainly  bred  about  one  km  NW  of  the  garden. 
Otherwise,  nine  singles  between  Aug  23rd  and  Oct  11th  with  one  in  August 
and  four  in  each  of  September  and  October. 

Treecreeper  Six  records:  Aug  6th  1982,  Mar  17th  1984,  Jan  5th  1985,  July 
24th  1985,  Aug  7th  1985  and  Jan  14th  1987.  A  weak  trend  for  late  summer 
post-breeding  dispersal,  winter  foragers  and  spring  wanderers,  comparable 
to  the  situation  seen  for  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker.  Probably  under-recorded 
as  none  has  been  heard  to  call. 

Jay  Has  been  recorded  in  all  months  except  July  and  most  abundant  in 
September  and  October  when  overhead  passage  is  often  conspicuous. 
Maxima  of  15  flying  W  on  Oct  5th  1986  and  14  flying  W  on  Oct  14th  1981 
but  also  smaller  numbers  in  April  and  May  though  movements  never  as 
clearly  marked.  Regrettably,  no  counts  were  possible  during  the  invasion  of 
1983. 

Magpie  A  pair  attempt  to  breed  in  most  years  with  usually  another  pair 
nearby.  Maxima  of  14  on  Dec  28th  1989  and  12  on  Apr  4th  1988  but  counts 
of  more  than  four  infrequent  and  next  highest  count  seven  on  Oct  3rd  1982. 

Jackdaw  Formerly  an  autumn  and  winter  visitor,  with  only  ten  records 
between  1978  and  1980.  Records  have  increased  as  a  result  of  increased 
numbers  resident  near  Orpington  Station  and  were  almost  daily  in  1987  and 
1988.  Maximum  of  14  on  Oct  24th  1982  and  up  to  11  regularly  seen  flying 
to  and  from  roost  to  the  SE  between  1986  and  1988.  Seemed  likely  to 
colonise  the  immediate  area  but  spread  appears  to  have  slowed. 

Rook  Coincidental  with  the  increase  in  Jackdaws,  the  establishment  of  a 
rookery  at  nearby  Green  Street  Green  has  led  to  an  increased  frequency  of 
sightings.  Usually  one  to  three  birds  and  especially  in  spring  but  maximum 
count  of  five  on  Oct  27th  1982.  Formerly  an  autumn  migrant  but  now 
recorded  in  all  months. 

Carrion  Crow  Resident  seen  daily  with  two  or  three  pairs  breeding  in  the 
general  area.  Small  gatherings  of  20  to  30  not  infrequent  in  favoured  groups 
of  trees  and  highest  count  61  on  Oct  24th  1982. 

[Raven  A  bird  present  from  at  least  Mar  17th  1984  was  last  seen  on  21st.  It 
seemed  unable  to  feed  itself  and  sought  shelter  in  the  wood;  a  worn  metal 
ring  on  its  left  leg  may  have  indicated  a  captive  origin.] 

Starling  A  common  breeding  species  with  seven  to  12  pairs  nesting  in  the 
wood  and  nearby  houses.  Birds  fly  NE  to  roost  from  May  onwards  with 
maximum  of  3,000  on  Aug  8th  1982.  Passage  well  marked  in  October  when 
continental  immigrants  pass  through  SW  to  W  from  mid-morning  onwards, 
commonly  in  flocks  of  100  to  200  but  once  a  single  flock  of  1,400  flying 
high  W  on  Oct  14th  1981  (see  also  Jay)  when  the  day  total  for  migrants  alone 
was  2,950.  A  wholly  creamy-buff  leucistic  juvenile  was  first  seen  on  July  6th 
1983,  remaining  in  the  area  until  Jan  18th  1987  when  it  presumably 
succumbed  to  the  hard  weather.  After  post-juvenile  moult  to  first  winter,  the 
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body  feathers  gained  grey  tips,  becoming  darker  and  more  extensive  in 
successive  moults,  although  the  remiges  and  rectrices  retained  their  creamy 
buff  colour. 

House  Sparrow  Another  common  breeding  resident  with  about  ten  pairs  in  the 
immediate  area.  No  real  evidence  of  migration  but  local  movements  of  small 
numbers  from  late  September  through  October,  often  in  association  with 
Chaffinches  early  in  the  morning. 

Tree  Sparrow  Irregular  passage  visitor  with  most  records  in  autumn. 
Recorded  from  March  to  May  and  from  August  to  October  with  a  maximum 
of  seven  on  Oct  24th  1982.  Small  numbers  breed  on  nearby  farmland  and 
two  landed  briefly  on  Aug  1st  1982. 

Chaffinch  One  pair  usually  breeds  but  most  notable  for  large  late  autumn 
influxes  of  continental  birds.  Overhead  passage  occurs  from  late  September 
through  to  mid-November  and  is  often  impressive  with  counts  of  100  to  200 
common  and  up  to  500  not  exceptional.  Maxima  show  an  astonishing 
prevalence  on  24th  October:  1,750  flew  W  on  Oct  24th  1981,  809  flew  W  on 
Oct  24th  1982  and  972  flew  W  on  Oct  24th  1986.  Birds  appear  to  consist  of 
those  leaving  a  traditional  roost  in  early  morning  and  of  same-day 
immigrants  later  in  the  day.  These  seem  to  be  the  only  consistent 
observations  of  their  kind  for  the  immediate  local  area,  although  passage 
occurs  on  a  front  at  least  as  wide  as  the  London  Area  (Wallace  1964). 

Brambling  Winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant.  Earliest  in  autumn  one  on  Oct 
4th  1986  and  latest  in  spring  20  flying  NE  on  Apr  3rd  1983.  Has  visited  the 
garden  to  feed  with  other  birds  on  only  three  occasions,  all  in  the  second  half 
of  winter.  Numbers  overhead  in  autumn  small,  with  maximum  14  flying  W 
on  Oct  24th  1981.  One  of  the  most  amazing  events  during  the  whole  garden 
recording  period  was  the  sudden  appearance  from  the  SW  of  a  flock 
comprising  200  Brambling  and  50  Chaffinches  on  Feb  14th  1983,  many  of 
which  landed  in  the  wood,  while  a  flock  of  120  birds  thought  to  be  mostly 
Brambling  was  seen  nearby  the  following  day.  The  only  other  count  over  20 
was  30  flying  W  on  Mar  16th  1983;  this  apparent  late  winter  displacement 
seems  to  be  unique  to  this  species  and  does  not  appear  to  be  a  strictly  local 
phenomenon. 

Greenfinch  Three  pairs  breed  in  the  area  and  although  this  is  a  very  familiar 
bird  table  visitor  there  seem  to  have  been  slightly  fewer  in  recent  years. 
Some  evidence  of  light  passage  in  autumn  with  birds  seeming  to  have  a  SW 
preference,  as  have  some  Chaffinches,  which  may  indicate  a  route  along  the 
River  Cray.  A  maximum  of  26  flying  SW  on  Oct  26th  1981  may  reflect  this. 
Up  to  50  once  used  the  wood  as  a  roost. 

Goldfinch  One  pair  regularly  breeds  in  the  general  vicinity.  Southwards 
movements  in  September  and  October  are  irregular  and  rarely  exceed  ten. 
Often  associates  with  Linnets  on  autumn  passage  with  maxima  of  30  on  Oct 
24th  1982,  16  on  Oct  24th  1986  and  15  on  Sept  25th  1983.  Rare  in  winter. 

Siskin  A  winter  visitor  between  October  and  April  but  also  post-breeding 
occasionals:  July  8th  1985  and  Sept  12th  1985  when  invasion  of  continental 
birds.  Four  on  Sept  22nd  1986  was  the  only  other  September  record  (on  a 
day  of  late  summer  passage).  Earliest  on  Oct  13th  (twice)  with  a  maximum  of 
16  on  Oct  22nd  1981.  No  double  figure  counts  in  other  months  but  up  to 
seven  in  November  and  December  and  up  to  four  between  January  and  April 
when  birds  may  stay  in  the  area  for  several  days.  Latest  outwards  spring 
birds  on  Apr  13th  and  17th  1987. 

Linnet  Sporadic  breeder  from  1981  to  1983  and  in  1986  and  1987.  Small  but 
clear  N  and  NE  spring  passage  in  late  March  and  April  of  returning  birds. 
Much  more  conspicuous  southwards  movements  in  September  and  October 
with  30  on  several  dates  and  maximum  of  97  on  Oct  10th  1982. 

Redpoll  One  pair,  sometimes  two,  bred,  often  with  good  success,  but  the  loss 
of  silver  birches  in  October  1987  led  to  a  decrease  in  sightings.  Birds 
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remained  in  the  mild  winters  of  1987/88  and  1988/89.  The  maximum  counts 
were  in  1981  when  birds  were  counted  flying  SE  to  roost  with  47  on  Nov 
17th  and  25  on  Dec  15th;  otherwise  maximum  of  up  to  nine. 

Bullfinch  Two  to  three  pairs  winter  but  probably  only  a  single  pair  breeds. 

Eight  present  on  Dec  31st  1989  and  seven  on  Feb  14th  1983. 

Hawfinch  First  seen  on  Oct  6th  1981  and  subsequently  13  records  of  birds 
overhead  with  most  in  spring  and  especially  in  April.  All  records  of  singles 
except  for  one  of  two  on  Apr  14th  1987.  Nine  records  between  Mar  6th  and 
Apr  28th  but  also  one  in  July  and  two  in  each  of  September  and  October. 
Yellowhammer  Recorded  overhead  between  September  (once)  and  April  but 
nearly  all  have  been  seen  in  October.  Probably  a  few  immigrants  are  seen  in 
this  month  but  most  (and  perhaps  all  November  and  December)  birds  are 
likely  to  be  short-distance  local  migrants.  Usually  one  to  five  birds  with  a 
maximum  of  11  on  Oct  10th  1982.  Two  landed  in  severe  weather  on  Jan 
12th  1987. 

Reed  Bunting  First  recorded  in  1981  and  since  then  fairly  regularly  in  small 
numbers  overhead  with  most  in  October.  Recorded  in  September  and 
October  and  between  December  and  February  with  a  maximum  of  four  on 
Oct  10th  1982  (cf.  Yellowhammer  and  Linnet). 

Corn  Bunting  Seven  records  of  ten  birds  (all  ones  and  twos)  between  1981 
and  1983  but,  surprisingly,  none  since  despite  a  reasonably  stable  breeding 
population  to  the  E  and  the  well-known  roost  at  Ruxley  GP.  Two  records  in 
October  and  January,  with  singles  in  each  of  November,  December  and 
February.  All  birds  flew  either  E-ENE  or  W-SW. 

APPENDIX:  1990  RECORDS 

Despite  having  records  for  only  26  days  of  1990,  thanks  largely  to  a  few 
excellent  days  in  August  and  September  I  was  able  to  notch  up  a  total  of  63 
species.  There  have  been  very  few  passerine  migrants  present  in  the  gardens 
with  only  two  or  three  Willow  Warblers  and  single  Chiffchaff  and  Spotted 
Flycatcher  seen.  This  is  a  predictable  consequence  of  the  1987  storm  and 
especially  the  nearby  property  development  activities.  However,  the  site  has 
nevertheless  continued  to  perform  with  regard  to  overhead  migration:  record 
totals  were  noted  for  Canada  Goose  (20),  Collared  Dove  (52),  Yellow 
Wagtail  (10)  and  Grey  Wagtail  (2).  A  flock  of  17  Long-tailed  Tits  in  August 
was  also  a  highest  count.  Large  day  totals  of  species  were  also  recorded,  with 
41  on  Sept  26th  and  42  on  Sept  27th,  the  latter  equalling  a  long-standing  record 
from  Oct  24th  1982  and  producing  three  species  of  raptor  within  ten  minutes! 

In  the  first  half  of  the  year  there  was  very  little  coverage  and  the  highlight 
was  a  unique  mixed  flock  of  large  gulls  passing  WNW  on  Jan  4th,  constituted 
of  15  Great  Black-backed,  12  Herring  and  two  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls. 
Property  construction  work  on  the  site  of  the  wood/grassland  areas  was  well 
advanced  by  early  autumn  and  it  was  clear  that  numbers  of  resident  birds  were 
greatly  diminished.  In  particular,  Bullfinch  and  Goldcrest  had  disappeared, 
Song  Thrush,  Dunnock  and  Wren  had  become  scarce  and  Blackbird,  Robin 
and  Starling  numbers  were  slightly  down.  Numbers  of  Woodpigeon  but  not 
Collared  Dove  also  seemed  down. 

Visible  migrants  in  August  included  single  Turtle  Dove  (flying  SW)  and 
Cuckoo  (flying  ESE)  on  20th;  ‘Yellow-legged’  Herring  Gull  (the  first  record 
for  the  garden,  an  adult  flying  NNE),  Hobby  (for  half  an  hour),  Common 
Tern  (flying  W),  Sand  Martin  and  Yellow  Wagtail  (flying  SW)  on  22nd; 
Yellow  Wagtail  (ten  flying  SW)  and  Sand  Martin  on  24th;  and  Cormorant 
(flying  SW)  on  25th. 

In  September,  a  surprising  movement  on  26th  was  overshadowed  by  the 
events  of  27th  when  species  normally  associated  with  October  were  recorded. 
A  small  westerly  movement  of  Chaffinches  (25)  on  26th  was  unprecedented 
for  September  with  a  further  80  recorded  the  next  day.  This  was  matched  by  a 
southerly  movement  of  Swallows,  with  28  on  26th  and  80  on  27th,  while  130 
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House  Martins  passed  W  on  the  latter  date.  Other  migrants  on  26th  included 
single  Grey  Wagtails  flying  E  and  SW,  17  Linnets  flying  E  and  a  Snipe  which 
flew  W.  The  next  day  produced  32  Redwings  flying  W,  three  Reed  Buntings 
flying  SSW  (one  previous  September  record),  15  Goldfinches  flying  S,  22 
Meadow  Pipits  mostly  flying  S  or  SSW  and  a  Hobby  flying  E  (the  latest  record 
for  the  garden). 

A  final  observation  for  1990  came  from  the  neighbours  on  Oct  11th,  when  a 
female  Pheasant  of  somewhat  dubious  origin  plodded  determinedly  across 
several  lawns! 
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Desert  Wheatear  at 
Barn  Elms  Reservoir  — 
new  to  the  London  Area 

Ben  Aris 

I  arrived  at  Bam  Elms  Res  soon  after  noon  on  Thursday  Apr  13th  1989.  The 
reservoir  is  part  of  my  local  ‘patch’  but  I  had  not  visited  it  since  the  previous 
Thursday,  when  the  only  bird  of  interest  was  a  single  Little  Ringed  Plover.  The 
winter  season  and  spring  had  so  far  yielded  few  unusual  birds,  so  my 
expectations  were  not  high.  It  was,  however,  a  bright  and  spring-like  day,  dry 
and  still,  so  I  started  to  walk  round  the  four  main  reservoirs  and  finish  up  with 
the  reedbeds  and  disused  filter  beds,  as  is  my  habit. 

There  was  little  of  special  interest  on  the  water  or  reservoir  verges.  The  reed 
beds  were  quiet  too.  I  looked  for  the  Snipe  that  had  been  living  in  the  nearby 
waterlogged  filter  bed,  but  it  was  not  in  evidence.  I  glanced  over  the  dry  filter 
beds  and  grit  enclosure  area  and,  at  a  distance  of  about  150  metres,  saw  what 
was  obviously  a  wheatear.  There  had  been  two  or  three  Wheatears  in  the  area 
over  the  previous  weeks  and  I  was  on  the  point  of  leaving  the  site,  having 
drawn  a  relative  blank  —  not  an  uncommon  experience  at  Bam  Elms  these  days. 
Something  told  me  to  check  the  wheatear  with  my  binoculars  and  I’m  glad  I 
did! 

The  wheatear’s  black  chin  and  buff  mantle  were  unmistakably  ‘different’  and 
I  moved  closer  in  anticipation  and  disbelief.  A  black  chin  and  black  wings 
meant  it  had  to  be  a  male  Desert  Wheatear  or  a  male  of  the  black-throated  form 
of  Black-eared  Wheatear.  A  solid  black  tail  confirmed  it  as  the  former  (Clement 
&  Harris  1987).  I  had  twice  seen  Desert  Wheatear  before,  in  Bahrain  in 
October  1985  and  at  Walton-on-the-Naze  on  Oct  12th  1987  (a  first  winter 
female).  This  bird  was  a  perfect  male,  in  first  summer  plumage.  What  to  do? 
There  was  no  one  to  show  it  to,  so  I  settled  down  to  enjoy  it  and  wait  for 
another  birder  to  appear.  This  was  at  about  1pm  —  in  my  excitement  I  didn’t 
note  down  the  exact  time! 

Three  Wheatears  were  also  present  in  the  area  at  the  same  time  and  at  one 
point  I  had  the  Desert  Wheatear,  a  male  Wheatear  and  a  newly-arrived  male 
Black  Redstart  all  standing  in  a  line  on  the  parapet  of  the  grit  enclosure.  The 
Desert  Wheatear  was  quite  active  and  fed  both  on  the  dry  ground  and 
occasionally  on  the  grass.  It  also  took  insects  on  the  wing,  much  like  a 
flycatcher. 

At  last,  after  about  half  an  hour,  another  birder,  Ian  Swanson,  who  works 
locally,  appeared.  I  showed  him  the  rare  newcomer  and  he  agreed  to  ‘guard’  it 
so  that  I  could  alert  friends  and  Birdline.  The  previous  September  I  had  found 
an  unhappy  looking  Leach’s  Petrel  at  the  Reservoir,  just  sitting  on  the  water, 
and  I  waited  all  afternoon  for  someone  to  come  and  verify  the  bird  and  let  me 
go  to  make  a  ’phone  call  or  two.  No  one  turned  up  and  by  then  I  had  left  it  too 
late  to  alert  Birdline  for  visits  that  evening.  The  next  morning  the  bird  had 
gone.  I  was  determined  not  to  make  the  same  mistake  again,  but  when  I  got 
home  I  could  not  raise  any  of  the  obvious  local  birders  so  I  rang  the  Birdline 
hotline  at  once.  This  was  at  about  1.45pm.  I  was  back  at  the  site  by  2.10pm, 
without  my  ’scope  which  I  forgot  to  collect  in  my  haste,  to  relieve  Ian  who  had 
to  get  back  to  work.  Fortunately  the  bird  was  enormously  confiding,  walking 
and  feeding  within  a  few  feet,  making  binoculars  unnecessary,  let  alone 
telescopes. 

I  suppose  it  was  nearly  3pm  before  the  arrivals  began.  First  a  colleague  of 
Ian’s,  Cris  Freddi,  and  then  almost  immediately  Jan  Wilczur,  who  was  the  first 
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to  respond  to  the  Birdline  message.  Alan  Greensmith,  Chris  Heard  and  John 
Harrington  were  next  to  appear  and,  as  a  relative  newcomer  to  birdwatching,  I 
began  to  enjoy  the  double  pleasure  of  the  marvellous  bird  itself  and  the 
generous  thanks  and  congratulations  of  fellow  birders. 

I  also  saw  the  bird  from  10am  to  1pm  the  next  day,  Friday  14th,  but  it  had 
departed  by  Saturday  morning.  On  the  first  afternoon  the  bird  spent  all  its  time 
around  the  disused  filter  beds  but  the  next  day  it  spent  much  of  the  time  on  the 
grassy  bank  and  top  surface  of  the  north  causeway,  not  taking  much  notice  of 
the  many  birders  or  the  few  fishermen  spaced  along  that  bank.  It  was  seen  and 
heard  singing  on  several  occasions  (R  B  Hastings  in  litt). 

The  Desert  Wheatear  breeds  from  North  Africa  and  Arabia  east  to  Mongolia 
and  winters  in  the  Sahara,  Arabia  and  Pakistan.  Before  1989  there  were  28 
British  records,  mostly  in  autumn  —  especially  in  October  and  November  —  with 
a  few  in  March  and  April.  A  male  at  St  Margaret’s,  Kent,  on  Apr  7th  1989 
(Brit.  Birds  83:  476)  was  the  first  in  spring  since  1976  and  may  have  been  the 
same  as  the  bird  at  Bam  Elms,  which  provided  the  first  record  of  the  species 
for  the  London  Area  and  for  Surrey.  1989  proved  to  be  a  bumper  year  for 
Desert  Wheatear,  with  three  further  British  records  in  November  (Brit.  Birds 
83:  476).  April  1989  also  produced  only  the  second-ever  record  of  Desert 
Wheatear  for  the  Netherlands,  a  female  near  Oud-Alblas,  Zuidholland,  from 


In  conjunction  with  Thames  Water,  the  site’s  owners,  the  Wildfowl  & 
Wetlands  Trust  has  developed  plans  for  a  nature  reserve  at  Bam  Elms  once  the 
reservoirs  are  no  longer  needed  for  water  supply.  The  arrival  of  such  splendid 
birds  as  the  Desert  Wheatear  can  only  generate  anticipation  that  even  more 
exciting  events  will  take  place  once  the  reserve  is  properly  established  and 
managed  —  if  the  scheme  gets  the  go-ahead.  Shortly  before  he  died,  Sir  Peter 
Scott,  the  Trust’s  Honorary  Director,  was  drawing  a  likeness  of  the  Desert 
Wheatear,  which  he  had  heard  about  but  not  seen.  He  was  very  thrilled  about 
its  arrival  and  his  drawing  is  reproduced  above.  Colour  photographs  of  the  bird 
appear  opposite  pages  32  and  33  of  this  issue  of  the  LBR  and  in  the  September 
1989  issue  of  British  Birds  (82:  431).  Three  black-and-white  photographs  of  it 
appeared  in  Birding  World  2(4):  130-131,  together  with  an  earlier  version  of 
this  note. 

I  should  like  to  thank  the  staff  at  the  reservoir  for  their  courtesy  and 
helpfulness.  They  could  not  have  been  more  co-operative  or  interested  in  the 
event. 
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The  Origins  of  the  Inner 
London  Recording  Area 

Mike  Earp 

London  birdwatchers  may  have  wondered  how  and  when  the  Inner  London 
recording  area  was  first  delineated.  A  series  of  letters  dated  1928-29  between  A 
Holte  Macpherson  of  the  London  Natural  History  Society  and  Harry  F 
Witherby,  the  then  Editor  of  British  Birds ,  recently  came  into  my  possession. 
Unfortunately,  only  one  of  Witherby’s  letters  to  Macpherson  survives. 
Nevertheless,  the  correspondence  sheds  interesting  light  on  how  a  definition  of 
Inner  London  was  arrived  at  for  readers  of  British  Birds  and  future  generations 
of  London  birdwatchers.  The  letters  also  reveal  how  fast  the  Royal  Mail  must 
have  been  in  1929  and  how  quickly  even  busy  people  could  answer 
correspondence!  The  following  extracts  from  this  correspondence  retain  the 
original  spelling  and  punctuation. 

The  first  letter  from  Macpherson  to  Witherby  is  dated  Aug  2nd  1928: 

In  reply  to  your  letter,  I  recently  heard  from  Mr  Dallas  that  the 
London  Nat.  Hist.  Society’s  representatives  had  seen  you  on  the 
subject  of  a  list  of  Inner  London  birds  appearing  in  "BB"  &  that  as  the 
result  of  that  interview  they  had  no  objection  to  a  member  of  that 
Society  writing  such  a  list. 

I  am  willing  to  undertake  the  task,  although  personally  I  feel  it 
would  be  better  done  by  some  man  of  leisure  (e.g.  Donald  Gunn) 
than  by  one  like  myself  who  is  confined  to  his  office  all  day  &  has  no 
time  to  search  through  old  numbers  of  "The  Field"  &  other 
publications  for  old  records. 

If  you  cannot  get  anybody  else,  I  will  do  my  best.  If  you  can  fmd 
someone  else  to  write  the  list,  any  information  I  possess  will,  of 
course,  be  at  his  disposal. 

Should  you  after  further  consideration  still  wish  me  to  prepare  the 
list,  no  doubt  you  will  let  me  know,  and  we  can  then  settle  the  exact 
area  to  be  covered  &  the  period  to  be  covered  (I  presume  you  will  not 
require  reference  to  Kites  in  Westminster,  Spoonbills  in  Fulham  & 
other  matters  of  ancient  history?)  and  any  other  details. 

Witherby  obviously  replied  within  a  day  or  two  because  Macpherson ’s  next 
letter  is  dated  Aug  7th: 

I  agree  with  the  suggestions  you  make  with  regard  to  the  proposed  list 
of  birds  of  Inner  London,  but  am  not  quite  sure  about  the  best  area  to 
cover.  On  the  whole,  I  think  the  suggestion  made  in  your  letter  of 
March  7th  is  the  best;  namely,  4  miles  to  the  E  &  W  and  3  miles  to  the 
N  &  S  of  Charing  Cross. 

When  Mr  Dallas  of  the  London  Nat.  Hist.  Society  communicated 
with  me  a  short  time  ago,  he  expressed  the  hope  that,  if  a  list  of  the 
birds  of  Inner  London  was  written,  St  Paul’s  might  be  taken  as  the 
centre  of  the  area  included.  But  I  can  see  no  particular  reason  for  this 
beyond  the  fact  that  the  L.N.H.S.  "works"  the  area  within  a  20  mile 
radius  of  St  Paul’s.  An  area  covering  4  miles  to  the  W  of  St  Paul’s 
does  not  quite  include  all  Kensington  Gardens;  while  if  Charing  Cross 
is  taken  as  the  centre,  the  four  miles  includes  all  Kensington  Gardens 
and  also  Holland  House.  And  the  Charing  Cross  centre  has  the 
additional  advantage  of  including  less  of  the  uninteresting  land  to  the 
E  than  would  be  included  in  taking  St  Paul’s  as  the  centre. 
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I  therefore  think  that  the  centre  should  be  Charing  Cross.  If  St 
Paul’s  is  selected,  the  area  ought  to  be  5  miles  to  E  &  W. 

As  to  the  order  &  nomenclature  of  the  species  mentioned,  what  are 
your  wishes?  The  B.O.U.  List  of  1923? 

Luckily,  Witherby’s  reply  of  Aug  9th  survives,  since  this  is  the  letter  in  which 
the  area  is  defined: 

Many  thanks  for  your  letter  about  the  list  of  birds  of  inner  London. 

First,  with  regard  to  the  area,  I  have  been  looking  again  at  the  map 
and  I  find  that  if  we  take  three  miles  north  of  Charing  Cross  it  would 
bring  in  half  of  Fitzjohn’s  Avenue  and  that  part  of  Hampstead,  which 
I  do  not  think  would  be  well  as  there  are  large  gardens  here  and  many 
birds  which  are  not  likely  to  be  found  elsewhere.  Could  we  take  2 Vi 
miles  north  and  south  of  Charing  Cross?  This  would  still  include 
Battersea  Park  and  would  go  a  little  north  of  Regent’s  Park  into  St. 
John’s  Wood.  There  is  one  difficulty  in  the  area  even  if  we  take  3 
miles  north  and  south,  and  that  is  that  we  only  get  in  half  of  Victoria 
Park,  but  if  we  increase  the  area  and  make  it  more  than  4  miles  east 
of  Charing  Cross  this  would  not  be  well  as  it  would  then  include 
Hackney  Marsh  etc.  It  seems  to  me  best  to  make  the  area  4  miles  east 
and  west  of  Charing  Cross  and  2 xh  miles  south  and  north,  with  the 
reservation  that  the  whole  of  Victoria  Park  is  taken  in  as  a 
convenience.  This  would  mean  that  we  take  in  Hyde  Park, 
Kensington  Gardens,  Holland  House,  St.  James’s  and  the  Green 
Park,  Regent’s  Park  and  Victoria  Park,  and  we  omit  Barnes  Common 
and  Clapham  Common,  Hackney  Marsh,  Clissold  Park  and  Finsbury 
Park,  and  we  do  not  encroach  upon  the  more  birdy  part  of 
Hampstead. 

I  explained  to  Mr.  Dallas  that  we  could  not  very  well  fit  in  with  his 
area,  nor  take  a  centre  from  St.  Paul’s  as  it  would  not  be  so  good  for 
defining  an  area  to  include  the  densely  populated  part,  which  was  my 
main  object. 

Do  you  think  it  would  be  better  to  divide  the  list  into  two  portions, 
one  to  be  headed  "Birds  which  Breed  or  have  Bred"  and,  secondly, 
"Birds  which  have  not  Bred"  which  might  be  called,  shortly, 
"visitors"? 

I  think  it  would  be  advisable,  so  far  as  possible,  to  make 
comparisons  of  the  present  and  past  status,  where  known.  I  mean,  for 
instance,  to  give,  if  it  can  be  done,  the  date  when  the  Wood-Pigeon 
became  a  breeding  bird  in  London,  or  approximately  when  it  became 
obvious  as  a  breeding  bird  in  London,  and  if  breeding  birds  have 
been  lost  to  this  part  of  London  within  recent  years  I  think  this  ought 
to  be  mentioned. 

With  regard  to  the  order  and  nomenclature  of  the  species,  we 
always  use  in  "British  Birds"  our  systematic  list  published  in  the 
"Practical  Handbook"  and  republished  in  our  "Check-List".  I  am 
sending  you  a  copy  of  the  latter,  which  pray  keep  for  reference.  This 
is  slightly  different  from  the  B.O.U.  list,  chiefly  in  the  generic 
grouping. 

Macpherson  replied  on  Aug  13th: 

List  of  Inner  London  Birds 

Many  thanks  for  your  letter  of  the  9th  inst,  and  for  the  Check  List 
which  you  kindly  enclosed  and  which  I  am  very  glad  to  have. 

As  to  the  area,  there  is  something  to  be  said  for  and  against  any 
area  taken.  It  seems  to  me  that  on  the  whole  your  last  suggestion  is 
rather  better  than  any  other:  namely,  an  oblong  with  the  centre  of  the 
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E  &  W  boundaries  4  miles  &  the  centre  of  the  N  &  S  boundaries  2lA 
miles  from  Charing  Cross.  And  we  can  take  in  the  small  excluded 
portion  of  Victoria  Park,  though  this  will  make  little  difference  owing 
to  the  paucity  of  records  of  birdlife  there. 

Personally,  I  would  rather  prefer  not  to  divide  the  list  into  species 
which  have  &  have  not  bred,  but  in  this  I  am  in  your  hands. 

I  will  refer  to  past  &  present  status  &,  speaking  generally,  make  the 
list  fairly  "full",  and  you  will,  no  doubt  cut  out  whatever  you  consider 
superfluous. 

My  chief  difficulty  is  Time.  I  am  very  busy  and  have  on  most  days 
no  leisure,  so  I  hope  you  will  be  indulgent  in  this  respect. 

Despite  Macpherson’s  repeated  apologies  for  the  delay,  the  completed  draft  of 
his  list  of  birds  of  Inner  London  was  sent  to  Witherby  on  Jan  17th  1929.  He 
returned  the  corrected  proof  less  than  a  month  later,  on  Feb  15th,  and  the 
article,  entitled  ‘A  list  of  the  birds  of  Inner  London’,  was  published  in  the 
March  1929  issue  of  British  Birds  (22:  222-244).  The  paper  began  as  follows: 

For  the  purpose  of  this  list  Inner  London  is  an  oblong  area:  the 
centres  of  the  upper  and  lower  boundaries  being  2 V4  miles  due  north 
and  south  of  Charing  Cross,  and  those  of  the  two  sides  4  miles  due 
east  and  west  of  that  point. 

This  area  excludes  all  the  reservoirs,  but  covers  a  densely 
populated  district  containing  the  central  parks,  except  a  small  section 
of  Victoria  Park. 


Interestingly,  Witherby’s  suggestion  of  Aug  9th  1929  that  the  whole  of  Victoria 
Park  should  be  included,  which  Macpherson  appeared  to  have  accepted  in  his 
letter  of  Aug  13th,  seems  from  this  to  have  been  rejected,  though  Witherby’s 
set  of  Macpherson’s  papers  includes  a  map  with  the  Inner  London  boundary 
marked  which  includes  the  whole  of  the  park. 

Macpherson’s  subsequent  papers  on  the  birds  of  Inner  London  were 
published  in  British  Birds  as  follows: 


A  H  Macpherson,  1930. 
A  H  Macpherson,  1931. 
A  H  Macpherson,  1932. 
A  H  Macpherson,  1933. 
A  H  Macpherson,  1934. 
A  H  Macpherson,  1935. 
A  H  Macpherson,  1936. 
A  H  Macpherson,  1937. 


Birds  of  Inner  London. 
Birds  of  Inner  London. 
Birds  of  Inner  London. 
Birds  of  Inner  London. 
Birds  of  Inner  London. 
Birds  of  Inner  London. 
Birds  of  Inner  London. 
Birds  of  Inner  London. 


Brit.  Birds  23:  266-268. 
Brit.  Birds  24:  323-325. 
Brit.  Birds  25:  355-256. 
Brit.  Birds  26:  292-294. 
Brit.  Birds  27:  34-35. 
Brit.  Birds  28:  292-294. 
Brit.  Birds  29:  345-348. 
Brit.  Birds  30:  365-368. 
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Species  Checklist  of 
Birds  of  the  London  Area 
1900-89 

Mike  Earp 

V 

The  last  published  checklist  of  the  birds  of  the  London  Area,  covering  the 
period  from  1901  to  1977,  appeared  in  1980  (Osborne  1980).  The  list  which 
follows  updates  this  to  the  end  of  1989,  by  when  the  species  total  for  the 
London  Area  this  century  stood  at  321.  Additions  and  corrections  are  based  on 


annual  London  Bird  Reports  and  papers 

in  British  Birds. 

1  Red-throated  Diver 

Gavia  stelkua 

67  Gadwall 

Anas  strepera 

2  Black-throated  Diver 

Gavia  arctica 

69  Teal 

Anas  crecca 

3  Great  Northern  Diver 

Gavia  inuner 

70  Mallard 

Anas  platyrhynchos 

6  Little  Grebe 

Tachybaptus  ruficollis 

72  Pintail 

Anas  acuta 

7  Great  Created  Grebe 

Podiceps  cris  lotus 

73  Garganey 

Anas  querquedula 

8  Red-necked  Grebe 

Podiceps  grisegena 

74  Blue-winged  Teal 

Anas  discors 

9  Slavonian  Grebe 

Podiceps  auritus 

75  Shove ler 

Anas  ctypeata 

10  Black-necked  Grebe 

Podiceps  nigricollis 

76  Red-crested  Pochard 

Netta  rufina 

12  Fulmar 

Fidmarus  glacialis 

77  Pochard 

Aythya  ferina 

18  Manx  Shearwater 

Puffinus  puffinus 

78  Ring-necked  Duck 

Aythya  collaris 

19  Little  Shearwater 

Ptfffinus  assimilis 

79  Ferruginous  Duck 

Aythya  nyroca 

22  Storm  Petrel 

Hydrobales  pelagicus 

80  Tufted  Duck 

Aythya  fuliguta 

23  Leach’s  Petrel 

Oceanodroma  leucorhoa 

81  Scaup 

Aythya  marila 

25  Gannet 

Sula  bassana 

82  Eider 

Somateria  mdlissima 

26  Cormorant 

Phalacrocorax  carbo 

86  Long-tailed  Duck 

Clanguta  hyemalis 

27  Shag 

Phalacrocorax  aristotelis 

87  Common  Scoter 

Melanitta  nigra 

30  Bittern 

Botaurus  steliaris 

89  Velvet  Scoter 

Melanitta  fusca 

32  Little  Bittern 

Ixobrychus  mirmtus 

91  Goldeneye 

Bucephala  clanguta 

33  Night  Heron 

Nycticorax  nycticorax 

93  Smew 

Mergus  atbeKus 

35  Squacco  Heron 

Ardeoia  raticides 

94  Red-breasted  Merganser 

Mergus  serrator 

37  Little  Egret 

Egretta  garzetta 

95  Goosander 

Mergus  merganser 

39  Grey  Heron 

Ardea  cinerea 

96  Ruddy  Duck 

Oxyura  januncensis 

40  Purple  Heron 

Ardea  purpurea 

97  Honey  Buzzard 

Pemis  api vorus 

41  Black  Stork 

Ciccmia  nigra 

98  Black  Kite 

Milvus  migrant 

42  White  Stork 

Ciconia  ciccmia 

99  Red  Kite 

Milvus  milvus 

43  Glossy  Ibis 

Plegadis  falcinellus 

100  White-tailed  Eagle 

Haliaeetus  altncilla 

44  Spoonbill 

Platalea  leucorodia 

103  Marsh  Harrier 

Circus  aeruginosus 

46  Mute  Swan 

Cygnus  dor 

104  Hen  Harrier 

Circus  cyaneus 

47  Bewick's  Swan 

Cygnus  cdumbianus 

106  Montagu’s  Harrier 

Circus  pygargus 

48  Whooper  Swan 

Cygnus  cygnus 

107  Goshawk 

Accipiter  gentilis 

49  Bean  Goose 

Anser  /abatis 

108  Sparrowhawk 

Accipiter  nisus 

50  Pink-footed  Goose 

Anser  brackyrkynchus 

109  Common  Buzzard 

Buteo  buteo 

51  White-fronted  Goose 

Anser  albifrons 

1 10  Rough-legged  Buzzard 

Buteo  lagopus 

53  Greylag  Goose 

Anser  anser 

113  Osprey 

Pandion  haliaetus 

55  Canada  Goose 

Branta  canadensis 

1 1 4  Lesser  Kestrel 

Falco  nauntanni 

56  Barnacle  Goose 

Branta  leucopsis 

115  Kestrel 

Falco  tinnunculus 

57  Brent  Goose 

Branta  bemicla 

117  Red-footed  Falcon 

Falco  vesper tinus 

59  Egyptian  Goose 

Alopochen  aegypdacus 

118  Merlin 

Falco  columbarius 

61  Shelduck 

Tadoma  tadoma 

119  Hobby 

Falco  subbuteo 

63  Mandarin 

Aix  galericulata 

122  Gyrfalcon 

Falco  rustiedus 

64  Wigeon 

Anas  penelope 

123  Peregrine 

Falco  peregrinus 

65  American  Wigeon 

Anas  americana 

129  Red-legged  Partridge 

Alectoris  rufa 
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130 

Grey  Partridge 

Perd ir  perdix 

211 

Common  Sandpiper 

A  ciids  hypoleucos 

131 

Quail 

Cotumix  cotumix 

212 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

Actitis  macularia 

133 

Pheasant 

Phasianus  colchicus 

213 

Turnstone 

Arenaria  interpres 

136 

Water  Rail 

Rallus  aquaticus 

214 

Wilson’s  Phalarope 

Phalaropus  tricolor 

137 

Spotted  Crake 

Porzana  porzana 

215 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

Phalaropus  lobatus 

139/ 

crake 

Porzana 

216 

Grey  Phalarope 

Phalaropus  fulicaria 

140 

(Little  or  Bail] on's 

P.  parva  or  P.  pusilla) 

217 

Pomarine  Skua 

Stercorarius  pemarinus 

141 

Corncrake 

Crex  crex 

218 

Arctic  Skua 

Stercorarius  parasiticus 

142 

Moorhen 

Gallinula  chloropus 

219 

Long-tailed  Skua 

Stercorarius  longicaudus 

145 

Coot 

Fulica  atra 

220 

Great  Skua 

Stercorarius  skua 

146 

Crane 

Grus  grus 

222 

Mediterranean  Gull 

Lotus  melanocephalus 

151 

Oystercatcber 

Haematopus  astral* gus 

225 

Little  Gull 

Lotus  minutus 

152 

Black-winged  Stilt 

Himantopus  himantopus 

226 

Sabine’s  Gull 

Lotus  sabini 

153 

Avocet 

Recurvirostra  avosetta 

227 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

Lotus  Philadelphia 

154 

Stone-curlew 

Burhinus  oedicnemus 

228 

Black-headed  Gull 

Lotus  ridibundus 

156 

Collared  Pratincole 

Glareola  pratincola 

232 

Ring-billed  Gull 

Lotus  delawarensis 

158 

Little  Ringed  Plover 

Charadrius  dubius 

233 

Common  Gull 

Lotus  canus 

159 

Ringed  Plover 

Charadrius  hiaticula 

234 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

Lotus  fuscus 

160 

Killdeer 

Charadrius  vociferus 

235 

Herring  Gull 

Lotus  argentatus 

161 

Kentish  Plover 

Charadrius  alexandrinus 

236 

Iceland  Gull 

Lotus  glaucoides 

163 

Dotterel 

Charadrius  marine  llus 

237 

Glaucous  Gull 

Lotus  hyperboreus 

165 

Golden  Plover 

Pluvial  is  apricaria 

238 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

Lotus  marinus 

166 

Grey  Plover 

Pluvialis  squalor ola 

240 

Kittiwake 

Rissa  tridactyla 

167 

Sociable  Plover 

Chettusia  gregaria 

242 

Gull-billed  Tem 

Sterna  nilotica 

169 

Lapwing 

Vanellus  vanellus 

243 

Caspian  Tem 

Sterna  caspia 

170 

Knot 

Calidris  canutus 

245 

Sandwich  Tem 

Sterna  sandvicensis 

171 

Sanderling 

Calidris  alba 

246 

Roseate  Tem 

Sterna  dougallii 

173 

Western  Sandpiper 

Calidris  mauri 

247 

Common  Tem 

Sterna  hirundo 

175 

Little  Stint 

Calidris  minuta 

248 

Arctic  Tem 

Sterna  paradisaea 

176 

Temminck’s  Stint 

Calidris  temminddi 

250 

Sooty  Tem 

Sterna  fuse  ala 

178 

White- rumped  Sandpiper 

Calidris  fuscicollis 

251 

Little  Tem 

Sterna  albifrons 

179 

Baird’s  Sandpiper 

Calidris  bairdii 

252 

Whiskered  Tem 

Chlidonias  hybridus 

180 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

Calidris  melanotos 

253 

Black  Tem 

Chlidonlas  niger 

181 

Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper 

Calidris  acuminata 

254 

White-winged  Black  Tem 

Chlidonias  leucopterus 

182 

Curlew  Sandpiper 

Calidris  ferruginea 

255 

Guillemot 

Uria  aalge 

183 

Purple  Sandpiper 

Calidris  maridma 

257 

Razorbill 

Alca  torda 

184 

Dunlin 

Calidris  alpina 

260 

Little  Auk 

All*  all e 

185 

Broad-billed  Sandpiper 

Linde  ola  falcinellus 

261 

Puffin 

Fratercula  ar  erica 

187 

Buff-breasted  Sandpiper 

Tryngites  subryficollls 

262 

Pallas’s  Sandgrouse 

Syrrhaptes  paradoxus 

188 

Ruff 

Phllomachus  pugnax 

263 

Rock  Dove 

Columba  livia 

189 

Jack  Snipe 

Lymnocryptes  minimus 

264 

Stock  Dove 

Columba  oenas 

190 

Common  Snipe 

Gallinago  gallinago 

265 

Woodpigeon 

Columba  palumbus 

191 

Great  Snipe 

Gallinago  media 

266 

Collared  Dove 

Streptopelia  decaocto 

193 

Long-billed  Dowitcher  Umnodromus  scolopaceus 

267 

Turtle  Dove 

Streptopelia  turner 

194 

Woodcock 

Scolopax  rusticola 

269 

Ring-necked  Parakeet 

Psittacula  krameri 

195 

Black-tailed  Godwit 

Limasa  limasa 

271 

Cuckoo 

Cuculus  canorus 

196 

Bar-tailed  Godwit 

Limasa  lappanica 

274 

Bam  Owl 

Tyto  alba 

198 

Whimbrel 

Numenius  phaeopus 

277 

Snowy  Owl 

Nyctea  scandiaca 

199 

Curlew 

Numenius  or  quota 

279 

Little  Owl 

Athene  nocrua 

201 

Spotted  Redshank 

Tringa  erytkropus 

280 

Tawny  Owl 

Strix  aluco 

202 

Redshank 

Tringa  totanus 

281 

Long-cared  Owl 

Asio  ones 

203 

Marsh  Sandpiper 

Tringa  stagnatilis 

282 

Short-cared  Owl 

Asio  Jlammeus 

204 

Greene  hank 

Tringa  nebularia 

284 

Nightjar 

Caprimulgus  europaeus 

206 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

Tringa  flavipes 

287 

Common  Nighthawk 

Chordeiles  minor 

207 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

Tringa  solitaria 

289 

Swift 

Apus  apus 

208 

Green  Sandpiper 

Tringa  ochropus 

291 

Alpine  Swift 

Apus  melba 

209 

Wood  Sandpiper 

Tringa  glare  ola 

293 

Kingfisher 

A  Ice  do  atthis 
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295 

Bee-eater 

Merops  apiaster 

391 

Subalpine  Warbler 

Sylvia  cantillans 

296 

Roller 

Coracias  garrulus 

396 

Barred  Warbler 

Sylvia  nisoria 

297 

Hoopoe 

Upupa  epops 

397 

Lesser  White  throat 

Sylvia  curruca 

298 

Wryneck 

lynx  torqidlla 

398 

White  throat 

Sylvia  communis 

300 

Green  Woodpecker 

Picus  viridis 

399 

Garden  Warbler 

Sylvia  borin 

302 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  Dendrocopus  major 

400 

Blackcap 

Sylvia  atricapilla 

303 

Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker  Dendrocopus  minor 

403 

Pallas’s  Warbler 

Phylloscopus  proregulus 

306 

White-winged  Lark 

Melanocorypha  leucoptera 

404 

Yellow-browed  Warbler 

Phylloscopus  inomatus 

307 

Short-toed  Lark 

Calandrella  brachydactyla 

408 

Wood  Warbler 

Phylloscopus  sibilatrix 

309 

Crested  Lark 

Galerida  cristata 

409 

Chiff-chaff 

Phylloscopus  coltybita 

310 

Woodlark 

Lullula  arbor ea 

410 

Willow  Warbler 

Phylloscopus  trochilus 

311 

Skylark 

Alauda  arvensis 

411 

Goldcrest 

Regulus  regulus 

312 

Shore  Lark 

Eremophila  alpestris 

412 

Firecresl 

Regulus  ignicapillus 

313 

Sand  Martin 

Riparia  riparia 

413 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

Muscicapa  striata 

314 

Swallow 

Hirundo  rustica 

414 

Red-breasted  Flycatcher 

Ficedula  parva 

315 

Rcd-rumpcd  Swallow 

Hirundo  daurica 

416 

Pied  Flycatcher 

Ficedula  hypoleuca 

316 

House  Martin 

Delichon  urbica 

417 

Bearded  Tit 

Panurus  biarmicus 

317 

Richard’s  Pipit 

Anthus  novaeseelandiae 

418 

Long-tailed  Tit 

Aegithalos  caudatus 

318 

Tawny  Pipit 

Anthus  campestris 

419 

Marsh  Tit 

Parus  palustris 

320 

Tree  Pipit 

Anthus  trivialis 

420 

Willow  Tit 

Parus  moruanus 

322 

Meadow  Pipit 

Anthus  pratensis 

421 

Crested  Til 

Parus  cristatus 

323 

Red-throated  Pipit 

Anthus  cervinus 

422 

Coal  Tit 

Parus  ater 

324a 

Rock  Pipit 

Anthus  pc  tr  as  us 

423 

Blue  Tit 

Parus  caeruleus 

324b 

Water  Pipit 

Anthus  s pinole  na 

424 

Great  Tit 

Parus  mcgor 

325 

Yellow  Wagtail 

Motacilla  flava 

425 

Nuthatch 

Sitta  europaea 

327 

Grey  Wagtail 

Motacilla  cine  re  a 

427 

Treecreeper 

Certhia  familiaris 

328 

Pied  Wagtail 

Motacilla  alba 

428 

Short-toed  Treecreeper 

Certhia  brachydactyla 

329 

Waxwing 

Bombycilla  garrulus 

429 

Penduline  Tit 

Remiz  pendulinus 

330 

Dipper 

Clnclus  cinclus 

430 

Golden  Oriole 

Oriolus  oriolus 

331 

Wren 

Troglodytes  troglodytes 

432 

Red-backed  Shrike 

Lard  us  collurio 

333 

Dunnock 

Prunella  modularis 

433 

Lesser  Grey  Shrike 

Laruus  minor 

336 

Robin 

Eri  [hocus  rubecula 

434 

Great  Grey  Shrike 

Lomus  excubitor 

338 

Nightingale 

Luscinia  megarhynchos 

435 

Wood  chat  Shrike 

Lomus  senator 

340 

Blue  throat 

Luscinia  svecica 

436 

Jay 

Garrulus  glandarius 

342 

Black  Redstart 

Phoenicurus  ochruros 

437 

Magpie 

Pica  pica 

343 

Redstart 

Phoenicurus  phoenicurus 

438 

Nutcracker 

Nucifraga  caryocatactes 

344 

Whinchat 

Saxicola  rubetra 

440 

Jackdaw 

Corvus  monedula 

345 

Stonechat 

Saxicola  torquata 

441 

Rook 

Corvus  frugilcgus 

346 

Wheatear 

Oenanthe  oenanthe 

442 

Carrion  Crow 

Corvus  corone 

348 

Black-eared  Wheatear 

Oenanthe  hispanica 

443 

Raven 

Corvus  corax 

349 

Desert  Wheatear 

Oenanthe  deserti 

444 

Starling 

Stumus  vulgaris 

359 

Ring  Ouzel 

Turdus  tor  quotas 

445 

Rose-coloured  Starling 

Stumus  roseus 

360 

Blackbird 

Turdus  merula 

446 

House  Sparrow 

Passer  domesticus 

364 

Fieldfare 

Turdus  pilaris 

448 

Tree  Sparrow 

Passer  moruanus 

365 

Song  Thrush 

Turdus  philomelos 

451 

Chaffinch 

Fringilla  coelebs 

366 

Redwing 

Turdus  iliacus 

452 

B  rambling 

Fringilla  montifrin  gilla 

367 

Mis  tie  Thrush 

Turdus  viscivorus 

453 

Serin 

Serinus  serious 

369 

Cctti's  Warbler 

Cettia  cetti 

455 

Greenfinch 

Carduelis  chloris 

373 

Grasshopper  Warbler 

Locustella  naevia 

456 

Goldfinch 

Carduelis  carduelis 

375 

Savi’s  Warbler 

Locustella  luscinioides 

457 

Siskin 

Carduelis  spinus 

377 

Aquatic  Warbler 

Acroccphalus  paludicola 

458 

Linnet 

Carduelis  cannabina 

378 

Sedge  Warbler  Acroccphalus  schoenobaenus 

459 

Twite 

Carduelis  Jlavirostris 

381 

Marsh  Warbler 

Acroccphalus  palustris 

460 

Redpoll 

Carduelis  Jlammea 

382 

Reed  Warbler 

Acroccphalus  scirpaceus 

461 

Arctic  Redpoll 

Carduelis  homemanni 

387 

Icterine  Warbler 

Hippokds  icterina 

463 

Common  Crossbill 

Loxia  curvirostra 

388 

Melodious  Warbler 

Hippokds  pdyglotta 

467 

Scarlet  Rose  finch 

Carpodacus  erythrinus 

389 

Dart  ford  Warbler 

Sylvia  undata 

469 

Bullfinch 

Pyrrhula  pyrrhula 
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470  Hawfinch 

493  Lapland  Bunting 

494  Snow  Bunting 

496  Yellowhammer 

497  Cirl  Bunting 


austes  coccothraustes 
Calcarius  lappomcus 
Plectrophenax  nivalis 
Emberiza  citrine lla 
Emberiza  cirlus 


499  Ortolan 
503  Little  Bunting 
506  Reed  Bunting 

509  Black-headed  Bunting 

510  Com  Bunting 


Emberiza  hortulana 
Emberiza  pus  ilia 
Emberiza  schoeniclus 
Emberiza  meUmocephala 
Miliaria  calandra 


Several  other  species  on  the  British  list,  particularly  of  wildfowl,  have  been 
recorded  in  the  London  Area,  but  only  as  known  or  presumed  escapes  from 
captivity. 

The  following  14  species  were  recorded  in  the  London  Area  at  least  once 
prior  to  1900  but  have  not  been  recorded  in  an  apparently  wild  state  since:  Red- 
breasted  Goose  Branta  ruficollis,  Golden  Eagle  Aquila  chrysaetos,  Baillon’s 
Crake  Porzana  pusilla  (though  either  Baillon’s  Crake  or  Little  Crake  P.  parva 
was  recorded  in  1955),  Great  Bustard  Otis  tarda ,  Cream-coloured  Courser 
Cursorius  cursor ,  Pacific  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  fulva ,  Short-billed  Dowitcher 
Limnodromus  griseus  (subject  to  review  by  the  BOU  Records  Committee  —  see 
Ibis  133:  221),  Scops  Owl  Otus  scops ,  Tengmalm’s  Owl  Aegolius  Junereus, 
Alpine  Accentor  Prunella  collaris ,  Crested  Tit  Parus  cristatus,  Two-barred 
Crosbill  Loxia  leucoptera ,  Parrot  Crossbill  L.  pytyopsittacus  and  Pine  Grosbeak 
Pinicola  enucleator. 

The  total  number  of  species  recorded  in  an  apparently  wild  state  in  the 
London  Area  in  historic  times  is,  therefore,  334.  Taxonomic  reappraisals  could 
raise  this  total  by  two  species  if  ‘Yelkouan’  Shearwater  Puffinus  yelkouan  were 
to  be  separated  from  Manx  Shearwater  P.  puffinus  and  Yellow-legged  Gull 
Larus  cachinnans  from  Herring  Gull  L.  argentatus ,  as  has  recently  happened 
with,  for  example,  Water  Pipit  Anthus  spinoletta  and  Rock  Pipit  A.  petrosus. 
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The  Nature  Conservation  Value  and  Management  of  Redundant  Reservoirs 
in  the  London  Area.  Volume  I:  Identification  of  sites  and  site  descriptions. 
By  Diana  Ward  and  Robert  Pilcher.  Conservation  Management  Advisory 
Service,  RSPB,  The  Lodge,  Sandy,  Bedfordshire  SG19  2DL,  1989.  238  pages. 
£15.00  (£8.00  to  conservation  organisations). 

With  building  land  fetching  high  prices,  even  with  the  housing  market  in  a 
slump,  wildlife  sites  in  London  are  coming  under  threat  from  developers  in 
greater  numbers  than  ever  before  in  the  Society’s  history.  Amongst  the 
candidates  for  profitable  building  development  are  so-called  ‘disused’ 
reservoirs,  which  in  the  London  Area  number  about  a  dozen. 

Therefore,  in  1988,  under  contract  to  the  NCC,  the  RSPB  agreed  to 
undertake  a  review  of  those  reservoirs  which  are  now  surplus  to  operational 
requirements,  with  the  aim  of  identifying  key  sites  within  the  LNHS’s  recording 
area  and  gathering  together  all  relevant  information  on  each.  In  carrying  out 
this  task,  the  RSPB’s  Conservation  Management  Advisory  Service  contacted 
many  LNHS  members  and  others  with  specialist  local  knowledge.  The  resultant 
report  is  a  comprehensive  site  guide  with  information  on  physical  features, 
recreational  use,  planning  status,  current  management  and  future  plans.  The 
sites  covered  include  some  of  the  best  known  ornithological  sites  in  London. 
On  the  other  hand,  Cheshunt  North  and  South  Reservoirs  are  little  known.  The 
other  reservoirs  covered  are  Aldenham,  Barn  Elms,  Brent,  Hampstead  Heath 
Ponds,  Hornsey  (Wood  Green),  Kempton  Park,  Lonsdale  Road,  Ruislip  Lido, 
Stain  Hill  and  Stoke  Newington.  Details  of  species  lists  vary  between  each  site, 
but  generally  little  information  on  birds  is  included,  although  lists  of  plants  are 
numerous.  This  is  perhaps  surprising  coming  from  a  ‘bird’  organisation,  but  the 
RSPB  recognises  the  value  in  documenting  the  full  range  of  biological 
characteristics. 

I  have  to  say  that  I  was  rather  disappointed  with  this  report  although  I 
recognise  its  value  to  conservationists.  It  would  have  been  helpful  if  the  RSPB 
had  printed  more  of  the  Wildfowl  and  Wetlands  Trust’s  monthly  site  count 
figures  for  direct  comparison.  For  example,  data  from  the  ringing  group  at 
Kempton  are  ignored,  whilst  the  references  to  rare  migrant  species  are 
included.  It  would  certainly  have  been  helpful  also  if  the  authors  had  contacted 
the  providers  of  the  source  material  so  that  they  could  check  the  way  it  has 
been  interpreted  in  the  report. 

So,  to  sum  up,  this  report  is  interesting,  with  much  information,  but  in  places 
it  is  spread  too  thinly  and  is  rather  dated.  As  a  guide  to  sites  it  is  useful  and  the 
background  to  ownership  and  planning  permission  is  invaluable,  particularly 
when  assessing  the  possible  threats.  We  shall  have  to  wait  a  while  for 
Volume  II  to  be  published,  but  this  will  examine  the  constraints  on  the 
landowners  of  such  sites  together  with  the  legislation  that  affects  the  reservoirs’ 
future. 


Keith  Betton 
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Tufted  Ducks  in  a  Royal  Park.  By  Eric  Gillham.  Published  privately  by  the 
author,  31  Coast  Drive,  Lydd-on-Sea,  Romney  Marsh,  Kent  TN29  9NL,  1987. 
306  pages;  18  colour  and  105  black-and-white  photographs.  £18.00  4-  £2.00 
post  &  package. 

Surely  nobody  in  the  world  can  have  spent  more  hours  watching  Tufted  Ducks 
than  Eric  Gillham.  From  1953  to  1984  he  spent  a  massive  amount  of  his  spare 
time  observing  the  breeding  and  wintering  birds  in  St  James’s  Park.  This  book 
is  an  amazing  summary  of  his  31  years  of  fieldwork. 

Three  of  the  ten  main  chapters  cover  the  breeding  biology  of  the  Tufted 
Duck,  with  sections  on  each  of  the  main  events  in  the  cycle  from  courtship  to 
fledging.  A  superficial  glance  at  the  book  might  give  the  impression  that  these 
chapters  do  not  examine  the  behaviour  of  the  species.  However,  subjects  such 
as  rape,  bigamy,  homosexuality  and  aggression  are  all  covered,  as  are  other 
important  topics  including  feeding,  predation,  disease  and  conservation. 

The  title  suggests  that  this  is  purely  a  private  study  and  indeed  this  is  the  case 
—  little  research  material  is  used  from  other  sources  and,  if  I  am  disappointed 
with  this  book  in  any  way,  it  is  the  fact  that  few  comparisons  are  made  with  the 
results  of  similar  research  projects  from  elsewhere.  For  example,  migratory 
movements  are  mentioned  in  several  parts  of  the  book  and  yet  the  massive 
amount  of  ringing  information  held  by  the  BTO  is  not  used.  However,  in 
ringing  Tufted  Ducks  in  the  park,  Gillham  and  others  managed  no  less  than  99 
recoveries  in  just  21  years  —  a  notable  result. 

Overall,  this  book  is  an  impressive  undertaking  —  researched,  written  and 
then  successfully  published  by  one  man,  with  the  profits  being  used  to  help  the 
species  with  artifical  nest  sites  in  London.  It  contains  many  photographs,  some 
of  which  are  included  because  of  the  behaviour  they  show  rather  than  for  their 
artistic  brilliance.  In  particular,  the  pictures  of  Tufted  Duck  hybrids  will  be  of 
interest  to  many  birders  who  encounter  ‘Scaup-type’  ducks  on  the  London 
reservoirs.  There  are  many  tables  and  a  large  number  of  appendices  full  of 
statistics  straight  from  the  author’s  notebook.  There  must  be  notebooks  such  as 
his  in  many  ornithologists’  filing  cabinets  —  it  is  sad  that  few  have  taken  Eric 
Gillham’s  decision  to  publish  their  results  in  such  a  bold  way.  This  publication 
proves  that  such  a  decision  can  be  a  great  success. 


Keith  Betton 
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Juvenile  Long-tailed  Skua  at  rest  and  in  flight  at  King 
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London  Bird  Report  for  1990 

Editor:  M.  A.  HARDWICK,  Flat  12,  9-1 1  Belsize  Grove,  London  NW3  4UU. 

Assisted  by  an  editorial  team  of:  M.  K.  DENNIS,  G.  M.  HAIG,  A.  V.  MOON, 
A.  J.  MORRIS,  P.  NAYLOR  and  N.  R.  WHEATLEY. 

Introduction 

There  are  two  changes  to  the  recording  team  this  year.  After  some  sixteen  years 
as  Essex  recorder,  John  Fitzpatrick  has  stepped  down  to  be  replaced  by  Mike 
Dennis.  John’s  hard  work  and  knowledge  of  the  Essex  sector  of  our  Area  has 
been  much  appreciated  over  the  years  both  by  current  and  previous  members  of 
the  Records  Committee.  Mike  Dennis,  already  a  member  of  the  Records 
Committee  and  joint  county  recorder  for  the  whole  of  Essex,  is  warmly 
welcomed  as  John’s  replacement.  Graham  White  has  decided  to  relinquish  his 
duties  after  six  years  as  Herts  recorder  and  is  replaced  by  Adam  Wilson.  Again, 
thanks  go  out  to  Graham  for  all  his  hard  work  and  Adam  is  warmly  welcomed  as 
his  replacement. 

As  mentioned  in  the  LBR  for  1989,  1991  saw  the  death  of  Eric  Hosking,  the 
world’s  foremost  bird  photographer  and  an  Honorary  Vice-President  of  the 
LNHS.  Eric  will  be  long  remembered  as  a  pioneer  of  bird  photography  and  his 
work  serves  as  fine  testimony  to  his  dedication  to  perhaps  the  most  difficult  of 
ornithological  pursuits.  1991  also  saw  the  untimely  death  of  Olive  Cassie,  a  long¬ 
time  friend  and  officer  of  the  Society’s  Ornithology  section.  Olive  was  a  familiar 
and  much-liked  figure  to  members  of  the  Society  and  will  be  sorely  missed. 

This  issue  of  the  LBR  sees  the  eleventh  of  Jim  Hook’s  ringing  reports;  the 
third  in  a  series  of  papers  on  the  Birds  of  Rainham  Marsh  by  Mike  Dennis, 
particularly  pertinent  given  the  continued  threat  to  this  premier  ornithological 
site;  a  paper  by  Helen  Baker  on  the  population  trends  of  Mute  Swans  in  the 
London  Area;  a  paper  by  Nigel  Wheatley  on  the  Birds  of  Thamesmead  which 
aptly  demonstrates  the  merits  of  regularly  watching  a  ‘local  patch’;  a  note  by  the 
Editor  on  the  Black  Stork  found  at  Cheshunt  in  May  1989  and  a  note  by  Phil 
Vines  and  Ken  Murray  on  the  Naumann’s  Thrush  at  Chingford  in  February  1990. 

Adverts,  reintroduced  to  the  LBR  in  1989,  are  maintained  this  year  and  the 
revenue  from  those  in  this  issue  has  helped  to  pay  for  inclusion  of  colour 
photographs  inside  the  Report. 
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British  Birds  Rarities  Committee 
Buckinghamshire  Bird  Club 
Essex  Birdwatching  Society 
Hertfordshire  Natural  History  Society 
Kent  Ornithological  Society 
Reading  Ornithological  Club 
Surrey  Bird  Club 

The  Editor  would  also  like  to  thank  Andrew  Moon  for  all  his  excellent  advice 
and  initial  encouragement  to  take  on  the  job;  Mike  Earp  for  handing  over  the 
editorship  in  such  an  orderly  fashion  and  his  great  friend  Kim  for  much  help  with 
the  word  processing. 
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Records  Committee 

A.  V.  Moon,  Chairman 

J.  Fitzpatrick,  M.  A.  Hardwick,  R.  B.  Hastings,  B.  A.  Marsh,  G.  J.  White, 
N.  R.  Wheatley  and  the  following  Recorders: 


Inner  London 

K.  C.  Osborne,  10  Ellice  Road,  Oxted, 
Surrey,  RH8  OPY. 

Essex 

M.  K.  Dennis,  173  Collier  Row  Lane, 
Romford,  Essex  RM5  3ED. 

Herts 

A.  Wilson,  14  Marina  Gardens,  Cheshunt, 
Herts. 

Middlesex 

P.  Naylor,  27  West  Common  Road,  Uxbridge, 
Middlesex,  UB8  1NZ. 

Bucks 

G.  M.  Haig,  126  Tudor  Way,  Rickmansworth, 
Herts,  WD3  2HL. 

Kent  and  Lower  Thames 
(Deptford  to  Tilbury) 

A.  J.  Morris,  134  Station  Road,  Crayford, 
Kent,  DAI  3QQ. 

Surrey  and  Upper  Thames 
(Staines  to  Wandsworth) 

P.  G.  W.  Salaman,  28  Oakway,  Raynes  Park, 
London  SW20  9JE. 
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Recording  Arrangements 

The  area  covered  by  this  Report,  conventionally  known  as  ‘the  London  Area’,  is 
the  area  within  20  miles  of  St  Paul’s  Cathedral.  The  Area  covers  the  whole  of 
Greater  London  and  parts  of  Hertfordshire,  Essex,  Kent,  Surrey,  Berkshire  and 
Buckinghamshire.  However,  for  continuity  of  recording,  vice-counties  as 
described  in  the  Ray  Society’s  publication  Watsonian  Vice-counties  of  Great 
Britain  (J.  E.  Dandy  1969)  are  used  in  this  Report  instead  of  the  present 
administrative  areas  (but  note  that  vice-counties  18  and  19,  South  and  North 
Essex,  are  lumped  together  as  Essex).  The  vice-county  boundaries  are  shown  on 
the  map  below.  There  is  also  a  special  recording  zone  for  Inner  London.  This  is  a 
rectangular  area,  five  miles  north  to  south,  eight  miles  east  to  west,  centred  on 
the  site  of  the  old  Charing  Cross  on  the  south  side  of  Trafalgar  Square,  which 
covers  parts  of  Middx,  Surrey  and,  just,  Kent. 


cROM  ST..  PAUL’S 


INNER 


Herts 


»*« 


Essex 


Middlesex 


Kent 


ORDNANCE 
SURVEY  10km 
GRID  LINES 
ARE  SHOWN 


INNER 
LONDON 
RECORDING 
AREA  5  MILES  x 
8  MILES,  CENTERED 
ON  CHARING  CROSS 


The  names  used  in  this  Report  for  certain  sites  are  not  shown  on.  or  differ 
from  those  on.  Ordnance  Survey  maps.  For  example,  Knight,  Beesborough. 
Lambeth  and  Chelsea  Reservoirs  are  collectively  known  as  Walton  Res. 


RECORDING  ARRANGEMENTS 
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Reservoirs  in  the  Walthamstow  complex  are  also  treated  together.  Hogsmill  SF 
in  Surrey  is  also  known  as  Berrylands  SF;  the  former  name  is  used  in  this  Report. 
Names  of  gravel  extraction  sites  in  the  upper  Colne  valley  follow  those  in  the 
Hertfordshire  Bird  Report  for  1986.  In  general,  names  of  sites  in  the  lower  Colne 
Valley  and  in  the  Lea  Valley  follow  Appendices  M  and  N  to  The  Birds  of 
Hertfordshire  (Gladwin  &  Sage  1986),  but  Harefield  Moor  GP  is  now  known  as 
Broadwater  GP  and  Holyfield  Marsh  GP  is  known  as  Fishers  Green  in  this 
Report.  It  would  be  helpful  if  these  names  could  be  used  by  observers  when 
submitting  records.  A  National  Grid  reference  should  be  given  in  any  difficult  or 
doubtful  case. 

All  records  of  interest  are  welcome,  from  LNHS  members  and  non-members 
alike.  These  include  information  on  the  local  status  of  common  species;  breeding 
records;  notes  on  migration,  including  first  and  last  dates  and  main  movements; 
regular  counts  of  wintering  populations;  and  notes  on  behaviour  and  on  the 
occurrence  of  unusual  birds.  Many  of  the  passerines,  in  particular,  are  under¬ 
recorded.  Regular  reports  from  the  same  localities  are  invaluable  in  assessing 
population  trends;  such  reports,  along  with  comments  on  changes  in  status,  are 
always  very  welcome.  All  records  should  be  sent  to  the  appropriate  recorder 
listed  on  page  5. 

It  will  greatly  assist  the  speedy  entering  of  records  if  the  Society’s  recording 
sheets  are  used.  These  are  available  from  any  of  the  Recorders  on  request. 
Species  should  be  listed  in  Voous  sequence  as  used  in  this  Report.  Separate 
sheets  should  be  used  for  each  recording  area.  Completed  recording  sheets  for 
the  period  January  to  July  should  be  submitted  in  August  and  for  the  period 
August  to  December  in  early  January  of  the  following  year.  Observers  are 
reminded  that  it  will  not  be  possible  to  include  records  submitted  after  the 
end  of  February  in  the  London  Bird  Report  for  the  previous  year. 

Records  of  nationally  rare  species  should  be  submitted  via  the  local  Recorder 
to  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee.  Breeding  records  of  rare  species  should 
be  sent  via  the  local  Recorder  to  the  Rare  Breeding  Birds  Panel.  Where 
requested,  records  will  of  course  be  treated  in  strict  confidence. 

Records  of  other  rare  and  unusual  species  in  the  London  Area  are  examined 
by  the  LNHS  Records  Committee  before  inclusion  in  the  London  Bird  Report. 
Published  records  need  to  stand  the  scrutiny  of  today’s  readers  and  those  who 
may  refer  to  the  systematic  list  in  future  years.  Therefore,  please  complete  and 
submit  a  LNHS  Unusual  Species  Description  Form  (available  from  the  recorders) 
and/or  a  copy  of  your  field  notes,  for  all  records  of  species  new  to  the  London 
Area,  all  species  of  less  than  annual  occurrence,  all  out  of  season  migrants  and 
the  following  species: 
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All  divers 

All  petrels  and  shearwaters 

Gannet 

Shag 

Bittern 

Bewick’s  and  Whooper  Swans 
Wild  geese  (all  species 

except  Greylag  and  Canada) 
Ferruginous  Duck 
Sea  ducks  (all  species 
including  Scaup) 

Diurnal  raptors  (all  species 
except  Sparrowhawk,  Kestrel 
and  Hobby,  but  descriptions 
of  Sparrowhawk  and  Hobby  are 
required  in  Inner  London) 

Quail 

Spotted  Crake 
Avocet 

Kentish  Plover 


Temminck’s  Stint 
Pectoral  and  Purple  Sandpipers 
All  phalaropes 
All  skuas 

Glaucous  and  Iceland  Gulls 

Kittiwake 

Arctic  Tern 

All  auks 

Hoopoe 

Wryneck 

Woodlark 

Water  Pipit 

Cetti’s  Warbler 

Bearded  Tit 

Golden  Oriole 

Shrikes  (all  species) 

Twite 

Crossbill 

Lapland  and  Snow  Buntings 


The  above  list  of  species  requiring  descriptions  is  not  intended  to  be,  nor 
could  it  be,  comprehensive  and  contributors  are  asked  to  use  their  own  guidance 
and  common  sense.  The  status  of  many  species  varies  considerably  within  our 
recording  area,  and  from  year  to  year,  and  the  Society’s  Records  Committee 
reserves  the  right  to  request  a  description  for  any  species  not  listed.  In  addition, 
details  are  required  for  records  of  those  races  which  are  not  readily 
distinguishable  in  the  field  (eg  races  of  Yellow  Wagtail  other  than  M.f. 
flavissima).  In  some  cases  this  will  be  necessary  only  at  times  when 
identification  is  considered  critical,  eg  White  Wagtail  in  autumn.  Descriptions 
are  also  required  for  records  of  hybrids,  particularly  Aythya  hybrids. 

Field  notes  should  be  submitted  to  the  appropriate  Recorder  immediately 
following  the  observation,  rather  than  waiting  until  the  end  of  the  year.  These 
should  include  a  description  of  the  essential  features  on  which  the  identification 
was  based,  including  all  relevant  details  of  appearance,  relative  size,  flight,  calls, 
duration  and  distance  of  observation,  and  the  observer's  previous  experience  of 
this  and  similar  species.  Details  of  time,  habitat  and  weather  conditions  are  often 
also  helpful.  A  detailed  and  lengthy  description  is  not  necessarily  required:  brief 
notes  may  be  acceptable  for  the  more  regular  species  or  those  of  particularly 
diagnostic  appearance.  In  all  cases,  however,  details  of  the  observation  should  be 
sufficient  to  rule  out  all  possible  confusion  species,  including  escapes. 


REVIEW  OF  THE  YEAR 
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Review  of  the  Year  -  1 990 

Just  as  1989  will  long  be  remembered  for  the  spring  Desert  Wheatear  at  Bam 
Elms  Res,  so  1990  will  always  be  associated  with  the  Naumann’s  Thrush  at 
Chingford.  This  excellent  passerine,  which  should  have  been  in  southern  China, 
is  a  race  of  the  better  known  Dusky  Thrush  and  it  was  the  undoubted  highlight 
of  the  year  for  London  birdwatchers.  A  first  for  the  London  Area,  it  took  the 
London  list  on  to  322  this  century  (and  335  during  historic  times).  There  were, 
however,  plenty  of  other  interesting  birds  during  the  year  including  Black  Stork 
(2nd  record  for  the  London  Area),  Red-footed  Falcon  (5th),  two  Yellow- 
browed  Warblers  (5th  and  6th),  Crane  (6th),  Lesser  Yellowlegs  (6th),  Tawny 
Pipit  (6th),  Long-tailed  Skua  (7th),  Melodious  Warbler  (7th),  Storm  Petrel 
(12th),  Montagu’s  Harrier  (15th)  as  well  as  Purple  Heron,  White-winged 
Black  Tern,  and  Razorbill.  The  welcome  return  of  Dartford  Warbler  as  a 
breeding  bird  in  1989  was  perhaps  surpassed  in  1990  by  the  astonishing  arrival 
*  of  a  pair  of  Black-necked  Grebes  which  proceeded  to  rear  one  young  -  the  first 
occasion  that  this  species  has  bred  in  London.  Over  the  year  as  a  whole,  a  total  of 
224  species  was  seen  in  London  -  probably  a  record,  although  this  figure  tends 
not  to  fluctuate  greatly  from  year  to  year. 

JANUARY  opened  with  several  wintering  birds  lingering  from  the  previous 
year  including:  a  Great  Northern  Diver  at  Island  Barn  Res,  Red-necked 
Grebes  at  King  George  VI  and  Walthamstow  reservoirs,  four  Black-necked 
Grebes  at  Wm  Girling  Res,  a  Dartford  Warbler  at  Thamesmead  and  a  Bearded 
Tit  at  Amwell  GP.  The  weather  during  the  month  was  generally  mild  and 
unsettled,  with  a  spell  of  hurricane-force  winds  on  25th  which  failed  to  produce 
any  surprises.  On  1st  two  Shags  at  Rainham  and  another  at  Sevenoaks  were  all 
new  arrivals,  as  was  a  Little  Gull  at  Island  Bam  Res  and  four  Brent  Geese  flew 
over  Beddington  SF.  A  sprinkling  of  new  birds  arrived  during  the  next  ten  days 
starting  with  a  Scaup  at  Broadwater  GP  on  4th,  a  Hen  Harrier  at  Harefield  on 
5th,  two  Bearded  Tits  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  6th,  a  Cetti’s  Warbler  at  Rye 
House  Marsh  on  7th  and  another  Hen  Harrier,  this  time  at  Rainham,  on  9th.  An 
adult  Iceland  Gull  was  a  surprising  find  on  Epsom  Common  on  1 1th  and  another 
was  in  the  gull  roost  on  Wm  Girling  Res  on  14th.  But  much  more  unexpected 
was  the  Wood  Sandpiper  found  at  Thamesmead  on  14th,  which  was  to  remain 
until  April;  the  same  day  also  saw  the  arrival  of  a  Firecrest  at  Sevenoaks  for  a 
six  week  stay.  Although  there  was  no  cold  weather  at  the  time  another  Bittern 
appeared  at  Rye  Meads  on  21st  (one  had  been  present  at  the  end  of  the  previous 
year)  and  yet  another  was  seen  at  Denham  Lock  on  28th.  During  the  last  week 
there  were  four  Bearded  Tits  at  Littlebrook  GP  on  24th,  a  Snow  Bunting  on 
26th  at  Staines  Res  and,  perhaps  the  most  startling  bird  during  January,  a  Gannet 
was  spotted  from  an  office  window  in  Southgate  on  31st.  During  the  month  as  a 
whole  three  Red-necked  Grebes  and  two  SJavonian  Grebes  were  all  fresh 
arrivals. 

The  aquatic  theme  continued  into  FEBRUARY  with  another  Red-necked 
Grebe  at  Thorpe  Park,  two  Slavonian  Grebes  at  Queen  Mary  Res  and  two  Red¬ 
breasted  Mergansers  at  Dartford  Marsh  all  on  2nd,  with  further  mergansers  at 
Walthamstow  Res  and  Crossness  on  4th.  Suddenly,  on  3rd,  news  of  a 
Naumann’s  Thrush  at  Chingford  exploded  onto  the  birders’  grapevine  like  a 
fireball,  shaking  everyone  out  of  their  winter  lethargy.  Despite  being  somewhat 
unpredictable  in  its  movements  during  the  first  week  or  so  it  eventually  settled 
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down  and  was  seen  by  several  thousand  people  during  its  four  week  stay.  The 
period  from  7th  to  12th  produced  a  flurry  of  sightings  which  included  two  more 
Shags  along  the  Thames,  a  Firecrest  on  Putney  Heath,  a  Great  Northern  Diver 
at  Wraysbury  Res,  a  Glaucous  Gull  at  Wm  Girling  Res,  Red-necked  Grebes  at 
Walthamstow  and  Wraysbury  reservoirs,  a  Slavonian  Grebe  at  Walton  Res,  a 
Red-breasted  Merganser  at  Rainham  and  a  Little  Gull  at  Staines  Res,  which 
stayed  for  five  weeks.  It  then  went  quiet  until  the  weekend  of  1 7th/l  8th  when 
new  Firecrests  were  found  at  Chingford  and  Darenth,  another  Little  Gull 
arrived  at  Staines  Res  and  there  was  a  good  assembly  of  eight  Turnstones  at 
Swanscombe.  The  rest  of  the  month  was  quiet  apart  from  a  brief  period  of 
excitement  on  the  25th/26th  which  began  with  a  Marsh  Harrier  near  St  Albans 
and  continued  with  a  Cetti’s  Warbler  at  Stanstead  Abbotts  GP,  a  Twite  at 
Rammey  Marsh,  which  stayed  for  a  month,  and  a  Kittiwake  at  King  George  V 
Res. 

Signs  of  the  forthcoming  spring  soon  became  evident  as  MARCH  began  with 
five  Kittiwakes  flying  over  Queen  Mary  on  2nd;  between  4th  and  8th  returning 
winter  visitors  which  stopped  briefly  on  their  way  north  included  two  Red¬ 
necked  and  Slavonian  Grebes  and  an  Iceland  Gull.  The  first  Black-necked 
Grebe  of  the  spring  arrived  at  Staines  Res  on  5th,  but  the  first  true  summer 
migrant  of  the  year  was  a  Wheatear  at  Ruislip  on  8th.  The  period  from  10th  to 
18th  was  a  typical  March  mixture  as  winter  visitors  intermingled  with  summer 
visitors,  but  it  also  boasted  most  unseasonal  warmth  as  the  thermometer  soared  to 
73°F  on  17th.  Birds  during  this  period  included  two  Shags,  two  Kittiwakes  (one 
dead),  two  Woodlarks  in  Regent’s  Park,  a  Bewick’s  Swan,  a  Red  Kite  over 
South  Norwood  CP,  a  Red-throated  Diver,  two  Brent  Geese  and  a  Marsh 
Harrier  near  Hackney,  as  well  as  the  first  Ring  Ouzels  (2),  Garganev.  Willow 
Warbler  and  Little  Ringed  Plovers  (2).  But  by  far  the  best  prize  during  this 
spell  went  to  the  Black  Brant  that  arrived  with  a  flock  of  eight  Brent  Geese  at 
King  George  V  Res  on  1 8th.  During  the  rest  of  the  month  winds  turned  northerly 
and  cooled  the  ardour  of  spring  migration  somewhat.  Nevertheless  there  were 
three  more  Firecrests,  a  notable  gathering  of  three  Red-necked,  two  Slavonian 
and  five  Black-necked  Grebes  at  Staines  Res,  four  more  Garganev,  a  Marsh 
Harrier  at  Rainham  and  a  small  movement  of  Kittiwakes  on  25th,  when  ten 
flew  over  King  George  VI  Res  and  two  more  headed  over  Broadwater  GP. 

The  pace  of  spring  migration  quickened  slightly  during  the  first  four  days  of 
APRIL  as  two  more  Ring  Ouzels  arrived  and  the  first  Redstart  and  Yellow 
Wagtail  were  seen.  A  Firecrest  was  in  Regent’s  Park  on  6th  and  that  evening  at 
least  one  Crane  was  heard  flying  over  Crayford.  On  the  weekend  of  7th/8th  the 
first  Tree  Pipit  and  Sedge  Warbler  were  noted,  a  group  of  ten  Common  Terns 
at  West  Thurrock  was  very  early  and  two  Slavonian  Grebes  were  on  Hilfield 
Park  Res.  During  9th  to  16th,  Cuckoo,  Whitethroat.  Grasshopper  Warbler 
and  Wood  Warbler  all  made  their  first  appearances,  as  well  as  two  more  Black¬ 
necked  Grebes,  another  Marsh  Harrier  and  two  more  Shags.  On  19th  a  Cetti's 
Warbler  was  at  Brent  Res  and  a  Sandwich  Tern  at  Broadwater  GP.  Between 
20th  and  22nd  there  were  two  Marsh  Harriers  at  Beddington  SF.  three  more 
Sandwich  Terns  (at  Amwell  GP)  and  the  first  Turtle  Dove.  From  23rd  to  the 
end  of  the  month  the  momentum  of  migration  stepped  up  another  gear  with  a 
further  1 1  Ring  Ouzels,  another  Marsh  Harrier  (over  Chislehurst  on  28th)  and 
a  spring  peak  of  29  Arctic  Terns  at  Staines  Res  on  23rd.  The  same  locality  also 
boasted  up  to  seven  Little  Gulls  and  three  Turnstones;  scarce  migrants  during 
this  period  included  a  Purple  Heron  at  Dagenham  Chase  on  27th.  another 
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Cetti’s  Warbler,  two  Avocets  and  finally  a  Stone-curlew  at  Broxboume  on 
28th  -  a  real  London  rarity. 

The  first  few  days  of  MAY  raised  the  pulse  of  migration  to  fever  pitch  as  the 
accelerator  was  pressed  firmly  to  the  floor.  The  first  seven  days  were  an  exciting 
period  with  movement  peaking  on  2nd  as  temperatures  hovered  around  82°F  and 
light  easterlies  encouraged  migrants  to  surge  into  the  country.  A  major  tern 
movement  on  2nd  included  267  Common  Terns  at  seven  sites,  1 10  Black  Terns 
at  12  sites  (at  least  1,600  birds  were  reported  from  across  the  country),  rising  to 
140  at  eight  sites  on  3rd  and  seven  Little  Terns  at  four  sites.  During  this 
exceptionally  productive  spell  there  were  four  more  Ring  Ouzels,  11  Wood 
Sandpipers  (normally  quite  scarce  in  spring),  30  Grey  Plovers  at  ten  sites,  25 
Turnstones  at  12  sites,  11  Sandwich  Terns  at  three  sites  and  seven  more 
Garganeys.  On  a  slightly  more  elevated  plane  there  was  a  single  Temminck’s 
Stint  at  Beddington  SF  on  2nd,  a  short-staying  Hoopoe  in  Gunnersbury  Park  on 
4th  and  an  even  shorter-staying  Melodious  Warbler  at  Bam  Elms  Res  on  5th; 
but  without  a  doubt  the  star  bird  during  this  frenetic  period  was  the  Tawny  Pipit 


at  Staines  Res  on  3rd  and  4th.  The  pace  slackened  a  little  by  the  weekend  of 
12th/ 13th  but  there  were  still  some  notable  highlights  including  a  flock  of  six 
Curlew  Sandpipers  at  Staines  Res,  an  Arctic  Skua  at  Dartford  Marsh,  three 
more  Wood  Sandpipers  and  another  Black  Tern  movement  with  50  birds  at 
four  sites  on  13th.  A  Quail  was  heard  at  Orsett  Fen  on  14th;  Black  Terns  peaked 
again  at  Staines  Res  on  17th  with  17  birds  and  the  following  day  an  Avocet  was 
a  fleeting  visitor  to  South  Norwood  CP.  Two  Black-necked  Grebes  at  Fairlop 
on  19th  were  just  as  unexpected,  although  the  Marsh  Harrier  at  Rainham  was 
more  predictable.  Far  rarer  however  was  the  Marsh  Warbler  at  Foots  Cray 
Meadows  on  20th,  being  the  first  in  London  for  nearly  ten  years.  During  the  last 
few  days  of  the  month  another  movement  of  Black  Terns  swept  across  the  Area, 
with  110  at  six  sites  on  27th,  clearly  pushed  along  by  easterly  winds  that  were 
also  responsible  for  the  appearance  of  a  Red-backed  Shrike  at  Berwick  Ponds 
on  28th,  a  Golden  Oriole  at  Ongar  on  29th  and  finally  the  best  of  the  lot  -  a 
superbly  co-operative  Red-footed  Falcon  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  31st,  which 
stayed  until  June  17th. 
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Temperatures  tailed  off  during  JUNE,  which  was  mostly  a  cool  month  with 
northerly  and  westerly  winds  ruling  the  weather.  The  month  began  well  with  a 
flock  of  14  Avocets  at  Staines  Res  on  1st,  with  two  staying  until  3rd,  a  Wood 
Sandpiper  at  Beddington  SF  and  three  Turnstones  at  Staines  the  following  day 
and  on  8th.  Apart  from  two  Black-necked  Grebes  at  Brent  Res  on  9th  things 
went  quiet  until  14th  when  a  most  unseasonal  Red-breasted  Merganser  paid  a 
visit  to  Wm  Girling  Res,  the  second  and  last  Quail  of  the  year  was  heard  at 
Horton  Kirby  and  an  Avocet  arrived  for  a  three  day  stay  at  Beddington  SF:  but 
more  notable  still  was  the  Montagu’s  Harrier  at  Rainham  on  15th  and  16th. 
Highlights  during  the  remainder  of  the  month  were  few  but  included  another 
Marsh  Warbler,  this  time  at  St  Paul’s  Cray  from  21st  to  28th  and  Crossbills  at 
Petts  Wood  on  26th  and  Black  Park  on  29th,  which  proved  to  be  merely  the 
precursors  of  what  turned  out  to  be  the  biggest  irruption  into  London  for  nearly 
20  years. 

Yet  another  first  for  the  London  Area  made  the  1990  BREEDING  SEASON  a 
memorable  one  -  a  pair  of  Black-necked  Grebes  found  one  locality  to  their 
liking  and  successfully  raised  one  young.  Grey  Herons  continue  to  expand  their 
population  with  the  number  of  pairs  rising  to  309  (up  from  183  in  1984  and  288 
in  1989).  Tufted  Ducks  had  a  disappointing  season  with  only  193  broods  being 
reported  (down  from  255  in  1989)  but  that  ever  popular  colonist  the  Ruddy 
Duck  continued  to  increase  with  ten  pairs  successfully  rearing  young.  There  was 
also  good  news  on  the  raptor  breeding  front  with  a  new  record  total  of  nine  pairs 
of  Hobby  breeding  and  also  at  least  106  pairs  of  Sparrowhawk  are  known  to 
have  bred.  Ringed  and  Little  Ringed  Plovers,  with  33  and  75  pairs  respectively, 
both  had  good,  and  probably  their  best  ever,  breeding  seasons.  Both  Herring  and 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  bred  again  with  totals  of  six  and  five  pairs 
respectively  -  both  new  levels  -  but  realistically  they  probably  only  represent  the 
tip  of  the  iceberg  since  many  pairs  possibly  breed  on  rooftops  away  from  the 
public  gaze.  Common  Terns  maintained  the  upward  trend  with  107  pairs  this 
year  (up  from  103  in  1989).  On  the  passerine  front  there  were  decidedly  mixed 
fortunes:  two  pairs  of  Wood  Warblers  (the  first  since  1987)  and  a  pair  of  Cetti's 
Warblers  on  territory  provided  hope  for  the  future  and  the  increase  to  at  least  30 
pairs  of  Stonechats  (up  from  six  in  1986)  was  particularly  encouraging.  On  the 
debit  side  Tree  Pipits  fell  to  28  singing  males  (down  from  87  in  1987), 
Nightingales  were  down  to  14  singing  males  (from  34  in  1988)  and  Spotted 
Flycatcher  declined  to  77  pairs  (down  from  131  in  1989). 

High  pressure  systems  dominated  the  weather  during  JULY  and  the  country 
basked  in  Mediterranean-like  temperatures,  although  it  was  a  fairly  dull  month 
birdwise.  The  first  Black-necked  Grebe  returned  to  Staines  Res  on  10th.  a 
Sandwich  Tern  was  at  Littlebrook  on  12th  and  more  Crossbills  were  reported 
on  14th/ 15th.  Turnstones  at  Rainham  and  Staines  at  the  same  time  represented 
the  very  first  of  the  autumn  migrants.  There  was  little  more  to  report  until  22nd 
when  two  more  Turnstones  were  at  Staines  Res  along  with  a  Wood  Sandpiper 
and  the  following  day  there  was  a  Turnstone  at  King  George  V  Res.  Three  more 
Wood  Sandpipers  appeared  on  24th  (at  three  sites)  and  a  Kittiwake  at 
Dagenham  Chase  was  unusual.  During  the  last  five  days  of  the  month  the  autumn 
wader  passage  really  got  into  its  stride  with  at  least  12  more  Wood  Sandpipers, 
three  more  Turnstones  as  well  as  two  Curlew  Sandpipers  (at  King  George  V 
Res)  and  a  Knot  (at  Staines):  there  was  also  another  Kittiwake,  this  time  at 
Brent  Res. 

The  exceptionally  hot  and  dry  weather  during  July  continued  well  into 
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AUGUST,  winds  were  generally  light  and  south  westerly,  apart  from  a  brief  spell 
of  easterlies  from  24th.  Three  more  Turnstones,  two  more  Wood  Sandpipers 
and  a  Buzzard  over  Hainault  were  the  only  significant  happenings  of  the  first 
nine  days.  Between  10th  and  12th  Green  Sandpipers  reached  an  impressive  32 
at  Rainham  and  there  were  six  more  Wood  Sandpipers;  Little  Gulls  began  to 
get  going  with  six  at  West  Thurrock  and  seven  at  Staines  Res.  During  the  period 
from  14th  to  21st  passerines  gradually  became  more  evident  with  the  arrival  of 
four  Pied  Flycatchers  and  two  further  sightings  of  Crossbills;  five  more  Wood 
Sandpipers  continued  an  already  excellent  passage.  Sandwich  Terns  were  at 
two  sites  and  Common  Terns  peaked  with  180  at  West  Thurrock,  1 10  at  Staines 
Res  and  35  at  Bam  Elms  Res.  Better  than  average  birds  during  this  time  included 
an  Arctic  Skua  over  Queen  Mary  Res  on  20th  and  a  Raven,  of  somewhat 
suspect  origin,  at  Beddington  SF  also  on  20th.  But  the  spotlight  suddenly 
returned  to  Staines  Res  on  21st  with  the  arrival  of  a  splendid  summer  plumaged 
Lesser  Yellowlegs,  the  north  basin  finally  fulfilling  its  early  promise  despite  loss 
of  much  of  the  original  wader  habitat.  This  was  the  only  American  wader  of  the 
year  and  it  remained  to  entertain  viewers  until  Sept  8th.  The  final  eight  days  of 
the  month  were  influenced  by  easterly  winds;  the  25th  was  undoubtedly  a  day  for 
large  soaring  birds  with  a  Black  Stork  distracting  some  of  the  crowd  at  the  Oval 
Test  Match,  Marsh  Harriers  passed  over  Rye  Meads  and  Dartford  Marsh  and 
finally  an  Osprey  headed  south  over  Romford.  During  this  phase  there  were  four 
more  sightings  of  16  Crossbills,  four  more  Pied  Flycatchers  and  five  more 
Wood  Sandpipers.  There  were  also  some  impressive  tern  movements:  six 
groups  of  Sandwich  (16  birds)  and  at  least  16  Little  Terns  (including  a  flock  of 
ten)  on  the  Lower  Thames.  West  Thurrock  boasted  300  Common  and  50  Black 
Terns  and  finally  triumphed  with  a  smart  immature  White-winged  Black  Tern, 
which  stayed  in  the  area  until  6th. 

SEPTEMBER  continued  in  much  the  same  vein  with  two  more  Pied 
Flycatchers,  two  Sandwich  Terns  (over  King  George  VI  Res)  and  three  more 
Crossbills;  new  birds  included  at  least  nine  Little  Gulls  at  King  George  V  Res, 
where  there  were  five  Garganey,  and  the  first  Scaup  of  the  autumn  at  Wm 
Girling  Res.  After  this  the  sultry  summer  weather  gave  way  to  autumn  gales  and 
distinctly  cooler  temperatures.  The  weekend  of  8th/9th  was  full  of  incident: 
Curlew  Sandpiper  passage  peaked  with  eight  at  King  George  V  Res  and  16  at 
Perry  Oaks  SF  and  Little  Stints  also  reached  16  at  the  former  site;  a  Wryneck 
was  at  Amwell,  a  Hen  Harrier  headed  over  Dartford  Marsh  and  an  Arctic  Skua 
was  at  West  Thurrock.  The  period  from  11th  to  21st  continued  along  similar 
lines:  more  Little  Stints  arrived,  a  notable  flock  of  20  Grey  Plovers  was  at 
Rainham,  there  were  two  more  groups  of  Sandwich  Terns,  another  Arctic  Skua 
at  West  Thurrock,  two  more  Pied  Flycatchers,  an  Osprey  over  Ponders  End 
Lake  and  then,  like  a  bolt  out  of  the  blue,  a  Yellow-browed  Warbler  was 
discovered  in  the  depths  of  suburban  London  at  Catford  on  14th,  but 
unfortunately  this  little  emerald  gem  quickly  moved  on.  The  weekend  of 
22nd/23rd  was  another  exciting  period  with  severe  gales  resulting  in  the 
displacement  of  several  species  of  seabird  into  our  Area:  two  Arctic  Skuas 
drifted  over  Queen  Mary  and  another  was  at  Rainham,  a  Leach’s  Petrel  was 
found  at  King  George  V  Res  but  far  better  was  the  Long-tailed  Skua  which 
arrived  at  the  same  venue  on  23rd  for  a  six  day  stay,  to  complete  an  excellent 
pelagic  trio.  Also  of  interest  was  a  good  movement  of  Grey  Plovers  (23  at  six 
sites)  and  a  late  Wryneck  at  Alexandra  Park.  A  curious  mixture  of  birds  on  26th 
included  three  Firecrests,  a  Red-necked  Grebe,  a  Peregrine  and  best  of  all  a 
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Hoopoe  (at  Holmethorpe  SP).  Another  Red-necked  Grebe  and  Scaup  ended  the 
month  on  a  distinctly  autumnal  note. 

Fresh  to  strong  west  to  north  westerlies  predominated  during  the  first  ten  days 
of  OCTOBER.  During  this  blustery  period  three  more  Firecrests  were  found, 
along  with  a  Ring  Ouzel  and  two  more  Red-necked  Grebes;  five  Lapland 
Buntings  flew  over  Beddington  on  6th  and  the  following  day  two  Hen  Harriers 
drifted  over  Aveley,  but  far  more  unexpected  was  the  Hoopoe  at  Staines  Res. 
Diurnal  passage  of  thrushes  and  finches  reached  its  zenith  on  8th/9th  as  birds 
streamed  across  London  (mostly  heading  north  west),  minimum  totals  on  the  two 
days  were:  4,150  Fieldfares,  3,054  Redwings,  2,165  Chaffinches  and  59 
Bramblings  (including  40  over  Regent’s  Park).  Events  quietened  down  after  this 
with  another  Ring  Ouzel  on  13th,  another  Red-necked  Grebe  on  14th  and 
another  Arctic  Skua  (at  Purfleet)  the  same  day.  The  wind  direction  then  swung 
to  the  east  on  17th  and  remained  that  way  virtually  to  the  month’s  end.  This 
heralded  another  exhilarating  few  days:  between  18th  and  22nd  103  Brent  Geese 
moved  across  the  Area,  two  Merlins  were  seen,  two  more  Scaup  arrived, 
another  Lapland  Bunting  flew  over  Beddington  SF  and  a  Snow  Bunting  spent  a 
couple  of  days  at  Bam  Elms  Res.  Seabirds  that  drifted  into  London  (all  on  22nd) 
included  a  Kittiwake  at  West  Thurrock,  an  Arctic  Skua  at  Dartford  Marsh  and  a 
Guillemot,  which  was  picked  up  exhausted  near  Hackney.  By  far  the  choicest 
bird  during  this  period  was  another  Yellow-browed  Warbler,  this  time  at 
Buckhurst  Hill  on  27th.  The  last  few  days  of  the  month  had  a  decidedly  wintry 
feel  with  a  Black-necked  Grebe  at  Fishers  Green  and  three  Bewick's  Swans 
over  Queen  Mary  Res,  both  on  27th,  then  two  Velvet  Scoter  arrived  at  Wm 
Girling  Res  the  next  day  and  stayed  for  a  month.  Finally  a  flock  of  1 1  Little 
Gulls  at  Greenhithe  on  28th  was  conspicuously  late. 

The  first  few  days  of  NOVEMBER  were  generally  cold  with  predominantly 
northerly  winds  and  wildfowl  featured  strongly  during  this  period.  Two  Long¬ 
tailed  Ducks  arrived  for  a  prolonged  stay  at  King  George  V  Res,  along  with 
three  Scaup  in  the  Lea  Valley,  two  Whooper  Swans  at  Brent  Res  on  4th  and 
three  Bewick’s  Swans  at  Stocker’s  Lake  on  5th.  Also  around  this  time  there  was 
a  Snow  Bunting  at  Staines  Res,  a  late  Ring  Ouzel  at  Thamesmead,  a  Lapland 
Bunting  at  King  George  V  Res  and  3,500  Woodpigeons  headed  south  for 
warmer  climes.  Further  arrivals  up  to  9th  included  a  Bewick’s  Swan,  a  Firecrest 
and  a  Snow  Bunting  -  all  at  Lea  Valley  venues.  Highlights  from  the  weekend  of 
lOth/llth  were  a  Hen  Harrier  at  Rainham,  four  late  Little  Gulls  in  the  Lea 
Valley,  a  Waxwing  over  Horton  GP  and  two  Bearded  Tits  at  Fairlop.  The  next 
ten  days  provided  a  similar  mix  with  three  more  Red-necked  Grebes  (or  birds 
relocating  to  other  sites),  two  more  Merlins,  another  Snow  Bunting,  an 
impressive  group  of  15  Turnstone  at  Swanscombe  and  a  further  exodus  of 
Woodpigeons  (500  over  South  Norwood  CP  on  18th).  During  the  last  ten  days  of 
the  month  the  weather  was  cool  and  unsettled  and  winter  birds  continued  to 
move  in  or  across  the  Area;  most  notable  were  two  flocks  of  Whooper  Swans  - 
at  Dartford  Marsh  (13  on  23rd)  and  Epping  (nine  on  24th).  Over  the  same  period 
and  presumably  with  similar  origins  were  nine  White-fronted  Geese  over 
Holmethorpe  SP,  a  Lapland  Bunting  at  Dartford  Marsh  and  another  Waxwing, 
this  time  at  Epping.  Finally,  a  Marsh  Harrier  at  Enfield  Lock  on  23rd  was  very 
late. 

A  Wheatear  at  Swanscombe  on  the  first  day  of  DECEMBER  was  a  most 
unexpected  find,  although  two  new  Cetti's  Warblers  in  the  Lea  Valley  and  an 
Avocet  at  Staines  the  same  day  were  more  predictable.  Two  new  Scaup  arrived 
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over  the  next  few  days  but  the  discovery  of  a  very  late,  but  possibly  injured, 
Lesser  Whitethroat  at  Dagenham  Chase  on  6th  was  a  real  turn  up.  Everyone 
will  remember  the  weekend  of  8th/9th  as  severe  blizzards  swept  across  the 
country  catching  many  people,  and  quite  a  few  birds,  unawares.  A  Storm  Petrel 
was  found  stranded  in  Dagenham  on  8th  and  six  Shags  were  found  on  the 
Thames  at  Rainham  (increasing  to  ten  by  29th).  The  following  day  a  Red- 
throated  Diver  paid  a  fleeting  visit  to  Brent  Res  and  a  Lapland  Bunting  was  at 
Fairlop.  The  appearance  of  a  Ferruginous  Duck  at  Beddington  SF  on  11th  was 
probably  as  a  result  of  the  same  conditions.  The  snow  soon  disappeared  as  mild 
weather  quickly  returned  and  the  remainder  of  the  month  was  generally  dull  and 
wet,  although  birds  displaced  by  the  inclement  weather  continued  to  arrive  in 
London  for  several  days.  A  flock  of  1 1  Bewick’s  Swans  at  King  George  V  Res 
on  14th  had  increased  to  17  by  the  following  day  when  there  was  also  a 
Waxwing  at  Hainault,  another  (or  the  same?)  Lapland  Bunting  at  Fairlop  and  a 
Glaucous  Gull  at  King  George  V  Res.  Three  new  localities  hosted  Shags  on 
16th  and  Smew  reached  their  highest  count  of  the  year  -  15  at  Horton  GP  -  but 
without  doubt  the  highlight  of  the  month  was  the  Grey  Phalarope  that  popped 
up  at  King  George  V  Res;  against  all  expectations  it  remained  to  see  in  the  New 
Year.  Two  Bearded  Tits  at  Cheshunt  GP  on  17th  were  fresh  arrivals  as  was  a 
Bittern  at  Rye  Meads  and  19  White-fronted  Geese  which  touched  down  at 
Waltham  Abbey,  both  on  19th.  Pre-Christmas  treats  included  another  Lapland 
Bunting,  this  time  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  23rd  and  a  Dartford  Warbler  at  South 
Norwood  Country  Park  on  24th.  The  final  surprises  of  the  year  were  provided  by 
another  exceptionally  late  Wheatear  at  Walton  Res  on  28th  and  a  Razorbill 
which  drifted  past  Swanscombe  on  30th. 
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Royal  Society  for 
the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Animals 

(RSPCA) 

P.  Arbery  (PA) 

J.  K.  Archer  (JKA) 

B.  P.  Aris  (BPA) 

P.  Arkey  (PAy) 

C.  B.  Ashby  (CBA) 

M.  Ashton  (MA) 

S.  J.  Aspinall  (SJA) 

W.  P.  Atkinson  (WPA) 

J.  Austin  (JAn) 

S.  Bacon  (SBn) 

G.  Baker  (GB) 

H.  Baker  (HB) 

S.  Banks  (SBs) 

S.  E.  Barbato  (SEB) 

K.  Barrett  (KB) 

L.  A.  Batten  (LAB) 

P.  A.  Baumber  (PAB) 

S.  Baxter  (SBr) 

B.  Beck  (BBk) 

R.  Beddard  (RBd) 

J.  Bedford  (JBd) 

A.  Bell  (AB1) 

D.  Bendstone  (DBe) 

A.  J.  Benton  (AJB) 

K.  F.  Betton  (KFB) 

J.  R.  Bexley  (JRBy) 

J.  R.  Binstead  (JRB) 

E.  S.  Bird  (ESB) 

Royal  Society 
for  the  Protection 
of  Birds  (RSPB) 


C.  Birkett  (CBi) 

J.  Birkett  (JBi) 

P.  Black  (PB) 

M.  Blurton  (MBn) 

D.  Booth  (DB) 

F.  Booth  (FB) 

B.  Bore  (BB) 

P.  Boswell  (PB1) 

N.  Bowman  (NB) 

D.  P.  Boyle  (DPB) 

P.  Bradbeer  (PBb) 

P.  Bradshaw  (DBr) 

G.  Brandejs  (GBs) 

K.  Brandwood  (KBd) 

M.  Brew  (MBw) 

P.  Bristow  (PBw) 

S.  Brodie  (SBe) 

T.  Brown  (TB) 

D.  Brougham  (DBm) 

E.  T.  Budd  (ETB) 
Berkshire  Bird  Bulletin 

(BBB) 

M.  Bunce  (MBe) 

R.  W.  Burrows  (RWB) 
R.  W.  Burwood  (RWBd) 

C.  I.  Bushell  (CIB) 

G.  Caine  (GCe) 

T.  S.  Caine  (TSC) 

R.  M.  Calif  (RMC) 

F.  R.  Cannings  (FRC) 

S.  J.  Carter  (SJC) 

P.  J.  Casselton  (PJCn) 

K.  Chadder  (KC) 

P.  J.  Chadder  (PJCr) 

V.  Chambers  (VC) 

B.  Charteris  (BC) 

D.  K.  Chivers  (DKC) 

A.  Clancy  (ACy) 

P.  Clark  (PC) 

A.  J.  Clarke  (AJC) 

Bucks  Bird  Club  (BBC) 
D.  A.  Coleman  (DACn) 

L.  M.  Collin  (LMC) 

N.  A.  Colliver  (NAC) 

J.  Colmans  (JCs) 

S.  Connor  (SCr) 

A.  S.  Cook  (ASC) 

P.  F.  Cornelius  (PFC) 


M.  Cotton  (MCn) 

C.  Cottrell  (CC1) 

M.  J.  Cowlard  (MJC) 

E.  L.  Cox  (ELC) 

M.  Craig  (MCg) 

A.  Crawford  (AC) 

R.  Crawford  (RCd) 

L.  Cummins  (LCn) 

A.  J.  A.  Dally  (AJAD) 

J.  R.  Daniel  (JRD) 

M.  Dauls  (MD) 

G.  C.  Davey  (GCD) 

J.  Davies  (JD) 

M.  Davis  (MDv) 

P.  Dawe  (PDw) 

R.  Dawson  (RD) 

M.  K.  Dennis  (MKD) 

E.  de  Quidt  (EDt) 

D.  de  Silva  (DDa) 

A.  H.  J.  Diamant  (AHJD) 
D.  S.  Dicker  (DSD) 

T.  Drakeford  (TD) 

I.  Dodd  (ID) 

R.  R.  Drew  (RDw) 

A.  R.  Duckett  (ARD) 

R.  Duncan  (RDn) 

B.  Eaton  (BE) 

P.  Eckersley  (PE) 

J.  Edwards  (JE) 

D.  W.  Elias  (DWE) 

B.  G.  Elson  (BGE) 

G.  S.  Elton  (GSE) 

G.  R.  Evans  (GRE) 

K.  Evans  (KE) 

R.  D.  Evans  (RDE) 

C.  M.  Everitt  (CME) 

J.  F.  Farrant  (JFF) 

J.  D.  Feamside  (JDF) 

J.  D.  A.  Fell  (JDAF) 

A.  C.  G.  Fisher  (ACGF) 

B.  G.  Fisher  (BF) 

J.  Fitzpatrick  (JF) 

D.  Fleck  (DF) 

J.  Fleck  (JFk) 

M.  Fleetwood  (MF) 

P.  Fletcher  (PFr) 


CONTRIBUTORS 
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J.  A.  Flynn  (JAF) 

N.  C  Ford  (NCF) 

R.  C.  Francis  (RCF) 

H.  J.  Freeman  (HJF) 

F.  A.  Frost  (FAF) 

C.  E.  Fullager  (CEF) 

R.  Fundell  (RF1) 

J.  Gale  (JGe) 

S.  W.  Gale  (SWG) 

P.  D.  Gann  (PDG) 

D.  Gardner  (DGr) 

J.  Gaselee  (JGa) 

J.  Gaskell  (JG1) 

B.  Gatcombe  (BGe) 

S.  J.  Gatley  (SJG) 

J.  Gaughan  (JGn) 

R.  G.  Gibbs  (RGG) 

A.  H.  Gibson  (AHG) 

R.  Giles  (RGs) 

M.  Gill  (MG1) 

L.  Gillard  (LGd) 

B.  Goater  (BGr) 

A.  P.  Goddard  (APG) 

T.  Goddard  (TG) 

A.  Goodhall  (AGd) 

G.  C.  Gore  (GCG) 

A.  R.  Grace  (ARG) 

M.  Grace  (MGe) 

R.  Grafton  (RG) 

A.  J.  Gray  (AJGy) 

A.  S.  Gray  (ASG) 

A.  Greensmith  (AGh) 

J.  Green  (JGn) 

R.  Green  (RGn) 

S.  Green  (SGn) 

E.  Greeves  (EG) 

L.  Gregory  (LGy) 

C.  Griffin  (CGn) 

D.  Griffin  (DGn) 

W.  Griffin  (WG) 

Central  Royal  Parks 
Wildlife  Group 
(CRPWG) 

Dartford  Ringing  Group 
(DRGp) 

Hersham  Ringing  Group 
(HRG) 

Runnymead  Ringing 
Group  (RRG) 

Rye  Meads  Ringing 


Group  (RMRG) 

Welsh  Harp  Cons. 
Group  (WHCG) 

M.  Gurney  (MGy) 

P.  Hadrill  (PH) 

G.  M.  Haig  (GMH) 

S.  C.  Hall  (SCH) 

A.  Hamby  (AHy) 

P.  J.  Hamling  (PJH) 

N.  Hando  (NH) 

M.  A.  Hardwick  (MAH) 

A.  Harris  (AHr) 

D.  G.  Harris  (DGH) 

G.  J.  Harris  (GJH) 

M.  Harris  (MHs) 

R.  B.  Hastings  (RBH) 
W.  A.  Hatton  (WAH) 

G.  W.  J.  Hay  (GWJH) 
M.  Hay  (MHy) 

J.  A.  Hazell  (JAH) 

C.  D.  R.  Heard  (CDRH) 
C.  Herbert  (CHt) 

J.  Herbert  (JH) 

R.  J.  Herbert  (RJH) 

G.  J.  Hinchon  (GJHn) 

R.  S.  Hoad  (RSH) 

V.  E.  Hoare  (VEH) 

B.  Hobley  (BH) 

P.  C.  Holland  (PCH) 

E.  Holmquist  (EH) 

J.  D.  Hook  (JHk) 

P.  Hopkins  (PH) 

J.  W.  Houghton  (JWH) 
R.  E.  Howlett  (REH) 

M.  Ilett  (MI) 

R.  J.  Ingold  (RJI) 

C.  Ivey  (Cl) 

G.  C.  D.  James  (GCDJ) 

I.  G.  Johnson  (IGJ) 

N.  D.  Johnson  (NDJ) 

W.  Johnson  (WJ) 

B.  J.  Jolliffe  (BJJ) 

H.  S.  Jolliffe  (HSJ) 

C.  R.  Jupp  (CRJ) 

G.  Kalli  (GK) 

A.  Keeling  (AK) 

C.  Keeling  (CKg) 


M.  Kerr  (MK) 

E.  Kettle  (EK) 

R.  H.  Kettle  (RHK) 

E.  W.  L.  Keymer 
(EWLK) 

M.  W.  Kilby  (MWK) 

J.  King  (JK) 

D.  Lambert  (DLt) 

P.  Lambert  (PL) 

C.  Lamsdell  (CL) 

J.  R.  Laundon  (JRL) 

M.  Lawford  (MLd) 

R.  Leighton  (RL) 

P.  M.  Leonard  (PML) 

A.  J.  B.  Lester  (AJBL) 
A.  Lightfoot  (ALt) 

T.  J.  Lincoln  (TJL) 

D.  J.  Lindo  (DJL) 

F.  Lockwood  (FL) 

L.  T.  McCallum  (LTM) 

E.  McKemon  (EM) 

P.  J.  Madder  (PJM) 

W.  Makin  (WM) 

A.  Manuell  (AMI) 

A.  Marrot  (AMt) 

A.  Merritt  (AM) 

G.  D.  J.  Messenbird 
(GDJM) 

M.  J.  Messenger  (MJM) 

N.  Metcalfe  (NMe) 

R.  Middleton  (RM) 

N.  Minns  (NMs) 

S.  Minns  (SMi) 

B.  Mist  (BM) 

D.  Mitchell  (DMi) 

K.  Mitchell  (KM) 

J.  Molen  (JMn) 

D.  J.  Montier  (DJMr) 

A.  V.  Moon  (AVM) 

D.  Moore  (DM) 

N.  Moore  (NMr) 

A.  J.  Morris  (AJM) 

C.  E.  Morris  (CEM) 

D.  J.  Morris  (DJMs) 

P.  A.  Morris  (PAM) 

R.  C.  Morris  (RCM) 

R.  Morris  (RM) 

D.  A.  Murdoch  (DAM) 

K.  Murray  (KMy) 
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S.  Murray  (SMy) 

S.  H.  Murray  (SHM) 

J.  Mutimer  (JMr) 

P.  Naylor  (PN) 

T.  Neal  (TN) 

M.  J.  Netherwood  (MJN) 
G.  Newbegging  (GN) 

S.  Newson  (SN) 

G.  C.  Nicholls  (GCN) 

A.  M.  Nisbet  (AMN) 

S.  G.  Nixon  (SGN) 

K.  Noble  (KN) 

M.  Norris  (MNr) 

P.  J.  Oliver  (PJO) 

D.  Orchard  (DO) 

A.  Orr  (AOr) 

A.  Osborne  (AOe) 

K.  C.  Osborne  (KCO) 

D.  Owen  (DOn) 

H.  Paine  (HP) 

K.  H.  Palmer  (KHP) 

T.  W.  Parsons  (TWP) 

S.  Paston  (SPn) 

E.  Paxton  (EP) 

S.  Pearce  (SPe) 

A.  M.  Pearceson  (AMP) 

K.  Pennington  (KPn) 

K.  Pepper  (KPr) 

P.  Perritti  (PP) 

S.  R.  Pickering  (SRP) 

L.  R.  Pierce  (LRP) 

C.  W.  Plant  (CWP) 

M.  Potter  (MPo) 

A.  Powell  (AP) 

E.  J.  Pritchard  (EJP) 

K.  L.  Purdey  (KLP) 

A.  Rae  (ARe) 

A.  Randall  (AR1) 

P.  Ray-Smith  (PRh) 

D.  Rear  (DRe) 

B.  Reed  (BR) 

Alexandra  Park  and 
Wood  Green  Res  Bird 
Report  (APBR) 


Sevenoaks  Wildfowl 
Reserve  (SWR) 

G.  A.  Richards  (GR) 

P.  Roper  (PR) 

M.  Rowlands  (MRs) 

D.  Russell  (DR1) 

M.  Russell  (MR1) 

B.  A.  Ryan  (BAR) 

P.  G.  W.  Salaman  (PGWS) 

R.  F.  Sanderson  (RFS) 

J.  A.  Sayers  (JAS) 

D.  Schute  (DSe) 

A.  S.  M.  Self  (ASMS) 

P.  Sellar  (PSr) 

G.  Selton  (GS) 

F.  T.  R.  Shadbolt  (FTRS) 

M.  Shaw  (NSw) 

N.  Shaw  (MSw) 

M.  Shepherd  (MSd) 

D.  Sheppard  (DS) 

M.  Sims  (MSs) 

N.  Sims  (NSs) 

P.  Sims  (PS) 

S.  Sims  (SS) 

N.  Sinden  (NSn) 

J.  Skery  (JS) 

T.  R.  Smeeton  (TRS) 

C.  Smout  (CS) 

J.  T.  Smith  (JTS) 

K.  Smith  (KS) 

K.  W.  Smith  (KWS) 

R.  Smith  (RSh) 

R.  E.  Smith  (RES  ) 
Harrow  Natural  History 

Society  (HHS) 

Ruislip  District 
Natural  History 
Society  (RDNHS) 
Surbiton  &  District 
Birdwatching 
Society  (SDBS) 

P.  A.  Spencer  (PAS) 

S.  J.  Spooner  (SJS) 

P.  J.  Stead  (PSd) 

N.  R.  Stocks  (NRS) 

P.  J.  Strangeman  (PJS) 

D.  Sussex  (DSx) 


A.  S.  Sweetland  (ASS) 
R.  Sylvester  (RSr) 

B.  Taggart  (BTa) 

J.  H.  Terry  (JHT) 

R.  H.  Terry  (RHT) 

J.  A.  Tester  (JAT) 

A.  Threadgold  (ATg) 

J.  G.  Threadgold  (JGT) 
A.  D.  Tomlins  (ADT) 

D.  Turnbull  (DT) 

P.  D.  H.  Turner  (PDHT) 

A.  Tweed  (ATd) 

M.  Tweed  (MT) 

B. M.  Utton  (BMU) 

H.  Vaughan  (HV) 

L.  Veale  (LV) 

P.  J.  Vines  (PJV) 

M.  Waller  (MWr) 

J.  S.  Walshe  (JSW) 

S.  Walshe  (SWe) 

P.  D.  Walton  (PDW) 

R.  J.  W.  Watts  (RJW) 

D.  Watson  (DWn) 

J.  Watson  (JWn) 

R.  D.  Weller  (RDW) 

N.  R.  Wheatley  (NRW) 

A.  Wheeler  (AW) 

B.  Whisken  (BWn) 

G.  J.  White  (GJW) 

P.  Whiteman  (PWn) 

L.  R.  Williams  (LRW) 

D.  Wills  (DWs) 

A.  D.  Wilson  (ADW) 

E.  Wiltshire  (EW) 

C.  Winterman  (CWn) 

R.  Winterman  (RWn) 

J.  Woodley  (JWy) 

J.  Wooley  (JWo) 

B.  E.  Wright  (BEW) 

M.  Wulfson  (MWn) 

L.  Young  (LY) 

M.  Young  (MY) 

R.  A.  Young  (RAY) 
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Birds  of  the  London  Area,  1990 

with  Additions  and  Corrections  for  previous  years 


A  REPORT  ON  BIRD  LIFE  WITHIN  TWENTY  MILES  OF  ST  PAUL’S 
CATHEDRAL 

The' classification  of  species  in  the  systematic  list  of  this  report  is  that  adopted  by 
K.  H.  Voous  in  his  List  of  Recent  Holarctic  Bird  Species.  Sequence  and 
nomenclature  follow  The  ‘ British  Birds’  List  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic, 
1984.  For  recording  purposes  all  species  have  been  given  numbers,  with  suffix 
letters  for  subspecies,  but  it  should  be  noted  that  this  numbering  has  no 
significance  outside  of  the  London  Area. 

The  six  counties  within  the  London  Area  are  signified  by  initials  in  the  report: 
E  =  Essex,  H  =  Hertfordshire,  M  =  Middlesex,  B  =  Buckinghamshire,  K  =  Kent 
and  S  =  Surrey.  Inner  London  records  are  normally  listed  in  under  their 
respective  counties  (Middlesex  and  Surrey),  but  may  be  abbreviated  to  IL  in 
tables.  North,  South,  East  and  West  are  abbreviated  to  N,  S,  E  and  W  and  for 
direction  of  flight,  cardinal  points  are  shortened  to  N,  NE,  NNE  etc.  Other 
abbreviations  are: 


CBC  =  Common  Birds  Census 
CP  =  Country  Park 
GC  =  Golf  Course 
GP  =  Gravel  Pit(s) 

LBR  =  London  Bird  Report 
NR  =  Nature  Reserve 


PS  =  Power  Station 
Res  =  Reservoir(s) 

RG  =  Ringing  Group 

SF  -  Sewage  Farm  or  Works 

SP  =  Sand  Pit 

WCB  =  Watercress  Beds 


Observers’  initials  in  the  report  are  shown  against  principal  records.  A  full  list 
of  observers  and  their  initials  appears  on  pages  16  to  18.  The  abbreviation  mo, 
used  for  some  long-stay  records,  indicates  ‘many  observers’. 

For  a  full  appreciation  of  records  in  this  report,  a  detailed,  large  scale  map  of 
the  London  Area  will  be  found  useful.  Reference  should  also  be  made  to  the 
Society’s  books  The  Birds  of  the  London  Area  (1957  and  1964)  and  Atlas  of 
Breeding  Birds  of  the  London  Area  (1977),  which  give  the  continuous  history  of 
species  since  1900.  A  complete  checklist  of  the  birds  recorded  in  the  London 
Area  from  1900  to  1989  appeared  in  London  Bird  Report  54:  141-144. 

Sightings  of  more  than  one  bird  (where  they  arrived  together)  are  treated  as 
one  record.  All  running  totals  of  rare  or  unusual  birds  that  are  provided  in  the 
systematic  list  can  be  assumed  to  refer  only  to  the  present  century,  unless 
specifically  mentioned  otherwise. 

1  Red-throated  Diver 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Mar  14th  (AJGy). 

M  Brent  Res,  one  on  Dec  9th  (asms). 

Two  records,  both  of  short-staying  birds,  are  a  below  average  showing 
even  considering  the  mild  weather  at  either  end  of  the  year.  For  the 
second  consecutive  year  there  were  no  records  of  Black-throated  Diver. 
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3  Great  Northern  Diver 

M  Wraysbury  Res,  one  from  Feb  9th  to  23rd  (elc,  frc,  cl). 

5  Island  Bam  Res,  the  adult  remaining  from  1989  was  present  from  Jan  1st 
to  Mar  31st  (mo).  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res,  the  Island  Bam  bird  was 
present  here  on  Apr  1 1th  (frc). 

Two  birds  are  below  average  for  recent  years.  The  excellent  series  of 
records  at  Island  Bam  Res  continues. 

6  Little  Grebe 

The  breeding  population  of  this  diminutive  grebe  appears  to  be  stable 
with  68  pairs  or  broods  reported  against  65  in  1989.  Localities  holding 
breeding  pairs  (numbers  of  pairs,  or  broods,  in  brackets)  and  the  largest 
counts  in  each  sector  are  given  below. 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP  (3).  Epping  Forest  (1).  Fairlop  (1).  Greensted  (2). 
Harold  Wood  (2).  Pilgrims  Hatch  (1).  Rainham  Marsh  (2).  South 
Ockendon  (3).  Valentines  Park  (1).  Waltham  Abbey  (1); 

H  Amwell  GP  (3).  Beech  Farm  GP  (1).  Hilfield  Park  Res  (4).  Moor  Mill 
(2).  Panshanger  (1).  Park  Street  GP  (1).  Rye  Meads  (8).  Slipe  Lane  GP 

(1) .  Stanstead  Abbotts  GP  (1).  Stocker’s  Lake  (1).  Ware  GP  (3).  A  large 
gathering  developed  through  the  autumn  at  Hilfield  Park  Res,  peaking  at 
46  on  Sept  16th.  Few  other  counts  reached  double  figures. 

M  Brent  Res  (11).  Kempton  Park  Res  (1).  Queen  Mary  GP  (2).  The  largest 
count  was  18  birds  at  Stain  Hill  Res  on  Aug  6th  closely  followed  by  16 
at  Brent  Res  on  Nov  3rd.  Inner  London:  A  poor  year  with  none  at  all 
reported  from  St  James’s  Park.  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Mar  29th  and 
May  2nd.  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Dec  15th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  17  on  Oct  14th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh  (2).  Erith  Marsh  (1).  Littlebrook  GP  (1).  Thamesmead 

(2) .  The  only  double  figure  counts  were  from  Ruxley  GP  with  a 
maximum  of  1 1  in  January  and  14  in  November. 

S  Holmethorpe  SP  (1).  Lonsdale  Road  Res  (2).  Ravensbury  Park  (1). 
Waddon  Ponds  (1).  Field  Common  GP,  16  on  Sept  16th.  Inner  London: 
singles  at  Surrey  Docks  on  Mar  4th,  10th  and  1 1th  and  again  from  Nov 
1st  to  14th. 

7  Great  Crested  Grebe 

The  number  of  breeding  pairs  proved  to  have  bred  in  each  county  is 
shown  in  the  following  table. 

Inner 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

London 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

1986 

37 

61 

80 

7 

18 

2 

14 

219 

1987 

42 

62 

72 

9 

- 

6 

20 

216 

1988 

37 

50 

70 

10 

- 

6 

14 

187 

1989 

38 

51 

N/A 

8 

3 

4 

15 

173 

1990 

44 

64 

70 

8 

1 

16 

35 

238 

Direct  comparison  of  breeding  status  with  last  year  is  difficult  because 
of  incompatible  data  from  the  Middlesex  sector  in  1989.  However,  it 
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seems  reasonable  to  assume  that  around  54  pairs  bred  in  Middlesex  in 
1989  giving  a  total  number  of  breeding  pairs  for  that  year  of  173. 
Against  that  background,  this  year’s  total  of  238  represents  a 
considerable  increase.  Coverage  probably  still  remains  incomplete. 

The  largest  breeding  concentrations,  Inner  London  breeding  records  and 
the  highest  counts  are  given  below.  The  series  of  large  counts  at  Queen 
Mary  Res  is  noteworthy. 

E  Walthamstow  Res,  nine  pairs  bred  and  92  there  on  Dec  1st. 

H  Cheshunt  GP,  23  pairs  bred;  a  maximum  count  of  78  on  Oct  9th. 

M  Brent  Res,  42  pairs  bred,  a  record  for  this  site.  Broadwater  GP,  123  on 
Mar  11th.  King  George  VI  Res,  169  on  Oct  14th.  Queen  Mary  Res,  108 
on  Jan  14th,  141  on  Feb  11th,  113  on  May  13th,  235  on  July  26th,  413 
on  Aug  12th,  526  on  Oct  14th,  365  on  Nov  18th  and  363  on  Dec  16th. 
Wraysbury  Res,  116  on  Sept  19th.  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens, 
two  pairs  bred.  Regent’s  Park,  four  pairs  bred.  Victoria  Park,  one  pair 
bred. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  76  on  Feb  18th. 

8  Red-necked  Grebe 

Yet  another  good  year  for  this  species  with  about  23  birds  in  total.  The 
records  were  evenly  split  between  the  first  and  fourth  quarters.  All 
records  are  given  below. 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Nov  22nd  (bge).  Wm  Girling  Res,  one  from  Mar 
7th  to  30th  (rmc);  singles  on  Sept  26th,  Oct  14th,  Nov  21st  and  Dec 
24th  (rmc,  jf  et  al ).  Walthamstow  Res,  two  from  Jan  1st  to  7th  (DLf) 
and  one  from  Feb  1 1th  to  Mar  21st  (gbs,  gcg,  pjv  et  al). 

Amwell  GP,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Oct  8th  (mi). 

King  George  VI  Res,  one  remaining  from  1989  was  present 
intermittently  from  Jan  1st  to  Mar  28th  (mo)  with  two  there  on  Mar  25th 
(rbh,  pn)  and  one  on  Nov  16th  (cl).  Ponders  End  Lake,  one  from 
Nov  1st  to  Dec  8th  (rmc  et  al).  Staines  Res,  three  on  Mar  28th  and  29th 
with  one  remaining  until  Apr  13th  (cl,  klp,  ass  et  al);  one  from  Sept 
29th  to  Nov  3rd  (pn  et  al).  Wraysbury  Res,  one  on  Feb  10th  (rbh). 

B  Horton  GP,  one  on  Jan  26th  (cdrh)  and  one  from  Mar  4th  to  11th 
(avm,  pn  et  al).  Wraysbury  GP,  one  from  Jan  1 1th  to  14th  (cl,  avm,  aas, 
jat). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Nov  29th  and  30th  (rbh,  cl).  Island  Bam  Res,  a 
juvenile  on  Oct  5th  and  one  from  Nov  10th  to  17th  (sjs).  Thorpe  Park,  a 
first-winter  bird  present  from  Jan  18th  to  28th;  two  first-winter  birds 
there  from  Feb  2nd  to  8th;  one  on  Mar  2nd  (cl). 

1989  Additional  Record 
M  Staines  Res,  two  on  Apr  24th  (cl). 

9  Slavonian  Grebe 

E  Wm  Girling  Res,  one  on  Nov  27th  (rmc). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res,  two  birds  on  Apr  8th  with  one  remaining  until  Apr 
21st  and  the  other  until  Apr  23rd  (cib,  gse,  bg/%  shm). 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  one  from  Mar  25th  to  31st  (rbh,  pn).  Queen 
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Mary  Res,  one  on  Jan  27th  (dpb,  sc r,  jh);  two  on  Feb  2nd  with  one 
remaining  until  Feb  15th  (cba,  cl).  Staines  Res,  singles  on  Jan  29th 
(klp)  and  from  Mar  22nd  to  Apr  28th  (cl,  pn  et  al )  with  two  there  on 
Mar  30th  (cl,  avm). 

B  Horton  GP,  one  from  Mar  4th  to  11th  (avm,  pn  et  al).  Wraysbury  GP. 
one  on  Heron  Lake  on  Mar  5th  (ajm). 

S  Walton  Res,  one  on  Feb  1 1th  (dsd,  dga). 

Of  a  total  of  about  1 1  birds,  all  except  one  were  in  the  first  half  of  the 
year.  For  the  second  year  in  a  row,  the  number  of  birds  in  our  Area  has 
been  well  below  the  annual  average  recorded  in  the  1980s.  However,  all 
records  fitted  with  the  established  pattern  of  an  influx  in  winter  with 
smaller  numbers  recorded  on  passage  in  March/April  and  October/ 
November.  Hard  weather  is  required  to  bring  large  numbers  of  this  grebe 
into  London  in  winter. 

10  Black-necked  Grebe 

E  Fairlop  GP,  two  on  May  19th  (abi).  Fishers  Green,  one  from  Oct  27th 
to  Nov  4th  (gjw).  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Apr  10th  (rmc).  Wm 
Girling  Res,  four  wintering  birds  remained  through  January  and 
February  with  three  in  March  and  two  in  April;  the  first  autumn  arrival 
was  a  singleton  on  Sept  7th  building  up  to  four  birds  on  Sept  28th:  a 
maximum  of  three  in  October  and  November  and  two  in  December 
(rmc,  jf  et  al). 

H  Aldenham  Res,  one  on  Sept  1st  (ns n).  Hilfield  Park  Res,  one  pair  bred. 
These  birds  were  first  noted  displaying  on  June  10th  and  on  July  8th 
they  were  tending  a  nest.  By  July  26th  three  newly  hatched  young  were 
in  evidence  with  the  adults.  One  adult  and  one  young  bird  were  present 
on  Sept  1st  with  one  immature  bird  on  Sept  5th.  There  were  no  further 
reports  until  Oct  5th  when  one  bird  thought  by  the  observer  to  be 
different  to  the  breeders  stayed  until  Oct  7th  (gse,  gjw  et  al).  The  first 
breeding  record  for  the  London  Area. 

M  Brent  Res,  a  displaying  pair  on  June  9th  -  the  day  before  the  breeding 
pair  was  first  noted  in  Herts  (bc).  King  George  VI  Res,  one  on  Mar 
29th  increasing  to  two  on  Apr  15th,  two  on  Aug  8th  and  singles  on  Aug 
18th  and  23rd  (cl,  pn  et  al).  Staines  Res,  spring  passage  commenced 
with  a  single  bird  on  Mar  4th  and  peaked  at  five  on  Mar  30th;  the  last 
spring  record  was  a  single  on  Apr  29th;  autumn  passsage  commenced  on 
July  10th,  peaked  at  seven  birds  on  Sept  14th  to  17th  and  finished  with 
two  birds  on  Oct  28th  (cl,  avm,  pn  et  al). 

A  fine  and  unexpected  addition  to  the  list  of  London's  breeding  birds. 
Unfortunately  these  birds  did  not  return  to  breed  in  1991  for  which 
reason  the  details  of  the  site  are  revealed  in  this  report.  By  contrast,  the 
numbers  during  both  passage  periods  at  Staines  Res  were  uninspiring 
and  well  down  on  recent  years.  Wintering  remains  confined  to  Wm 
Girling  Res  in  the  Lea  Valley. 

22  Storm  Petrel 

E  Becontree  near  Dagenham,  one  picked  up  in  a  garden  on  Dec  8th  later 
died  in  care  and  is  now  preserved  in  the  Passmore  Edwards  Museum 
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(p  hopkins  per  cwp). 

The  12th  London  record  and  the  first  since  1983. 


Leach’s  Petrel 

King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Sept  22nd  (abi,  KMy). 

One  record  is  below  average  but  the  date  and  short  length  of  stay  are 
typical. 

Gannet 

Southgate,  an  adult  flew  S  on  Jan  31st  watched  by  the  observer  from  his 
office  window  (RDn). 

The  43rd  record  this  century  on  an  unusual  date;  most  Gannets  reach  our 
Area  after  autumn  storms. 


Cormorant 


After  the  breeding  success  at  Broadwater  GP  in  1987  this  species  has  not 
been  proved  to  do  so  again.  The  breeding  habitat  undoubtedly  exists  and 
with  the  tree-nesting  colony  at  Abberton  Reservoir  in  Essex  now  numbering 
some  355  nests  and  a  significant  colony  established  in  Cambridgeshire,  it  is 
surely  only  a  matter  of  time  before  we  see  Cormorants  nesting  in  the 
London  Area  again.  Peak  monthly  counts  for  some  major  overnight  roosts 
are  shown  in  the  following  table.  Too  few  counts  were  received  from  the 
traditional  roost  at  Wraysbury  Res  for  meaningful  analysis. 


Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 


Fishers  Green 

130 

120 

148 

36 

Walthamstow  Res 

- 

- 

125 

35 

Broadwater  GP 

200 

109 

100 

- 

Q.  Elizabeth  II  Res 

50 

32 

100 

- 

- 

- 

- 

80 

130 

104 

9 

2  48 

62  120 

250 

- 

97 

10 

13 

-  154 

125 

259 

400 

Large  gatherings  at  other  waters,  movements  and  a  summary  of  Inner 
London  records  are  given  below.  The  very  large  feeding  flocks  Queen 
Mother  Res  are  noteworthy. 

King  George  V  Res,  several  three  figure  counts  in  September  peaking  at 
143  on  14th.  Wm  Girling  Res,  146  on  Oct  1st  and  232  on  Oct  13th. 
Cheshunt  GP,  72  feeding  in  a  small  area  on  Nov  23rd. 

King  George  VI  Res,  126  on  Oct  14th.  Queen  Mary  Res,  342  on  Nov 
11th  and  353  on  Dec  16th.  Wraysbury  Res,  135  on  Mar  4th.  Inner 
London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  16  on  the  Serpentine  on 
Dec  15th;  between  one  and  four  regular  on  the  Longwater  in  January 
and  February;  six  feeding  on  the  Round  Pond  on  Jan  5th.  Regent’s  Park, 
recorded  January  to  April  and  September  to  December  with  a  maximum 
of  eight  on  Nov  1 1th. 

Queen  Mother  Res,  feeding  flocks  reached  monthly  maxima  of  123  in 
January,  159  in  November  and  472  in  December. 

River  Thames  at  Barking,  40  on  Feb  4th. 

Bam  Elms  Res,  160  on  Mar  10th  and  129  on  Nov  29th.  Walton  Res,  107 
on  Feb  1 1th.  Inner  London:  widely  reported  on  the  River  Thames  with  a 
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regular  maximum  of  eight  at  Surrey  Docks. 

27  Shag 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Dec  16th  and  17th  (pjv  et  af).  Nazeing  GP. 
singles  on  Dec  22nd  (PFr  et  al )  and  Mar  11th  (gjw).  River  Thames  at 
Rainham,  two  on  Jan  1st  and  one  on  Jan  3rd;  in  December,  six  on  8th. 
two  on  15th,  two  on  22nd  and  ten  on  29th  (mkd).  Walthamstow  Res, 
three  on  Dec  16th,  two  on  Dec  17th  and  singles  on  Dec  23rd  and  27th 
(RMC,PFr,  PL). 

M  Brent  Res,  one  from  Dec  14th  to  29th  (wg,  dri,  asms).  Staines  Res, 
one  on  Apr  14th  flew  off  onto  King  George  VI  Res  (asms). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  an  adult  on  Dec  16th  (avm,  pn). 

K  River  Thames  at  Dartford,  singles  on  Mar  10th  (mah,  asms)  and 
Dec  8th  (jrb,  asms).  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  from  Jan  1st  to  8th 
(swr)  and  again  on  Jan  14th  (scr). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  an  immature  on  four  dates  between  Apr  25th  and  May 
7th  (MGr,  rbh).  Richmond  Park,  one  on  Apr  10th  (pml).  River 
Thames  at  Kingston,  an  immature  from  Feb  12th  to  22nd  and  on  Apr 
2nd;  an  adult  and  immature  together  on  Mar  30th  were  thought  by  the 
observer  to  be  the  Teddington  birds  (rjh).  River  Thames  at  Teddington. 
an  adult  from  Mar  22nd  to  25th  and  an  adult  and  an  immature  from  Apr 
1st  to  May  19th;  an  immature  bird  from  June  1st  to  Aug  5th  and  an  adult 
from  July  1st  to  Aug  2nd  (rjh).  Inner  London:  River  Thames  at  Chelsea 
Bridge,  one  on  Jan  1 1th  and  at  Vauxhall  Bridge,  one  on  Feb  7th  (jg«). 

An  influx  at  either  end  of  the  year  involving  a  total  of  about  30  birds 
represents  a  good  showing,  but  falls  someway  short  of  the  last  big  Shag 
year  in  1988  when  about  87  birds  were  recorded.  It  is  unusual  for  Shags 
to  appear  in  flocks  when  driven  inland  so  the  record  of  ten  together  on 
the  Thames  at  Rainham  in  December  is  noteworthy. 

1989  Additional  Record 

M  Brent  Res,  an  immature  on  Dec  25th  (rav). 

30  Bittern 
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H  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Jan  20th  (gjw)  and  two  on  Jan  21st  (rmrg);  one 
from  Dec  19th  to  31st  (adw  et  al).  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  present  from 

1989  remained  until  Mar  4th  (mo),  was  then  taken  into  care  and  died 
four  days  later. 

M  Denham  Lock,  one  on  Jan  28th  (pn). 

Some  of  these  may  have  been  returning  birds  from  previous  winters. 
Four  records  of  five  birds  is  about  average  for  an  unexceptional,  mild 
winter. 

39  Grey  Heron 

The  increase  in  breeding  records  continues  unabated  with  about  331 
nests  or  pairs  reported  against  288  in  1989  and  only  183  as  recently  as 
1984.  Ground-nesting  pairs  are  unusual  in  Britain  so  the  flooded  out  pair 
on  Rainham  Marsh  came  as  something  of  a  surprise.  All  breeding 
records  and  the  largest  counts  away  from  breeding  sites  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  ground  nesting  pair  attempted  to  breed  but  was 
flooded  out.  Waltham  Abbey,  12  occupied  nests.  Walthamstow  Res,  124 
occupied  nests.  West  Thurrock,  maximum  count  of  1 10  on  Dec  16th. 

H  Panshanger,  eight  occupied  nests.  Stocker’s  Lake,  about  30  occupied 
nests. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  46  occupied  nests.  Kempton  Park,  48  occupied  nests. 
Osterley  Park,  three  pairs  fledged  ten  young  -  the  first  successful 
breeding  since  1951.  Syon  Park,  ten  occupied  nests.  Yiewsley  GP,  six 
pairs  bred.  Brent  Res,  21  on  July  15th.  Hampton  Court  Bridge,  a  very 
high  count  of  76  on  Dec  31st.  Queen  Mary  Res,  45  on  July  14th.  Inner 
London:  Regent’s  Park,  22  occupied  nests. 

B  Thomey  Weir,  five  nests.  Wraysbury  GP,  five  pairs  fledged  at  least  eight 
young. 

K  Swanscombe,  74  on  Oct  25th.  Swanscombe  Marsh,  73  on  Jan  14th. 

S  Gatton  Park,  16  occupied  nests.  Kew  Gardens,  two  pairs  attempted  to 
breed  without  success.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  two  pairs  bred  - 
the  first  breeding  record  for  this  locality. 

40  Purple  Heron 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  one  on  April  27th  (hv). 

The  18th  record  for  the  London  Area  on  a  typical  date.  The  spring  of 

1990  will  be  long  remembered  for  the  number  and  variety  of  southern 
herons  reaching  Britain  so  it  is  surprising  that  this  bird  was  the  lone 
over-shooting  heron  to  reach  the  London  Area. 

41  Black  Stork 

S  Inner  London:  Kennington,  one  drifted  slowly  over  the  Kennington  Oval 
on  Aug  25th  (gcd,  bjj,  hsj). 

The  second  record  for  the  London  Area  coming  hot  on  the  heels  of  the 
first  in  1989.  This  bird  was  a  splendid  result  for  those  birdwatchers 
watching  the  England  versus  India  Test  match.  Accepted  by  the  British 
Birds  Rarities  Committee. 
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42  White  Stork 

H  Potters  Bar,  one  soaring  high  in  front  of  a  storm  on  June  7th  (c  walford 
per  gjw). 

M  Brent  Res,  two  circling  high  on  thermals  on  Aug  1st  (my,  ly). 

S  Weybridge,  one  flew  over  at  13.25  hrs  on  Sept  23rd  having  been  seen 

earlier  at  Cranleigh  and  Slough  (ATg,  jgt). 

A  caveat  must  be  applied  to  any  White  Stork  sightings  in  the  second  half 
of  1990  after  the  much  publicised  escape  of  two  birds  from  Whipsnade 
Zoo.  It  is  likely  that  all  sightings  relate  to  these  escaped  birds  and 
therefore  none  has  been  counted  in  the  society’s  official  total,  which 
remains  at  ten  records.  The  last  accepted  record  was  in  1986. 

44  Spoonbill 

1989  Correction 

The  total  number  of  records  up  to  1989  should  be  18  and  not  15  as  stated 
in  LBR  54:  24. 

46  Mute  Swan 

The  number  of  breeding  pairs  is  given  for  each  county  in  the  following 
table.  Exactly  the  same  total  of  breeding  pairs  as  last  year  despite  uneven 
coverage.  It  will  be  interesting  to  detect  any  permeating  effects  from  the 
ban  on  the  use  of  lead  shot  by  anglers.  The  largest  counts  are  given 
below. 

Inner 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

London 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

1986 

5 

18 

15 

1 

5 

5 

15 

64 

1987 

9 

20 

12 

2 

1 

7 

9 

60 

1988 

8 

17 

10 

4 

1 

3 

6 

49 

1989 

9 

16 

16 

4 

- 

4 

12 

61 

1990 

16 

17 

13 

7 

1 

7 

4 

61 

E  Eagle  Pond,  34  on  Apr  30th.  King  George  V  Res,  78  on  Oct  15th. 
Fishers  Green,  60  on  June  23rd.  Walthamstow  Res,  61  on  July  29th. 
Bowyers  GP,  41  on  Mar  16th.  Cheshunt  GP,  56  on  Jan  13th. 
Verulamium,  33  on  Sept  1st. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  77  on  July  22nd.  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens, 
13  on  Dec  30th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  101  on  Nov  8th. 

K  Thamesmead,  25  on  May  22nd. 

S  Hurst  Park,  59  on  Apr  22nd.  River  Thames  at  Hampton,  68  on  Mar  25th. 
River  Thames  between  Staines  and  Shepperton,  62  on  June  2nd. 

47  Bewick’s  Swan 

E  King  George  V  Res,  11  (four  adults)  on  Dec  14th  (at d)  and  17  (14 
adults)  on  Dec  15th  (pjv).  Netherhall  GP,  an  immature  from  Mar  3rd  to 
13th  (adw  et  al). 

H  Bowyers  GP,  an  adult  on  Nov  7th  (adw).  Stocker’s  Lake,  three  on  Nov 
5th  (SJC,  AHJD,  AM?). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res,  two  flew  E  on  Oct  27th  (dsd). 

S  Hurst  Park,  one  present  with  Mute  Swans  for  two  weeks  in  April  (sjs). 
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A  typical  set  of  records  with  a  good-sized  flock  in  Essex.  There  must  be 
some  doubt  about  the  origin  of  the  Surrey  bird. 

48  Whooper  Swan 

E  Epping,  five  adults  flew  W  on  Nov  24th  (hv). 

M  Brent  Res,  two  adults  on  Nov  4th  (djl). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  13  (ten  adults)  at  12.20  hrs  on  Nov  23rd  (bew). 

Twenty  birds  in  a  year  is  an  exceptional  total  for  the  London  Area.  A 
marked  influx  in  November  accounted  for  all  records  and  coincided  with 
the  arrival  of  three  Bewick’s  Swans.  The  flock  in  Kent  was  the  largest 
recorded  in  the  London  Area  since  14  at  Staines  Res  on  Jan  1st  1979. 

47/48  Bewick’s/Whooper  Swan 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Mar  3rd  (rmrg). 

M  Staines  Res,  an  adult  disappeared  into  thick  fog  on  Dec  17th  (klp). 

S  Purley,  1 1  flew  over  on  Oct  22nd  (pdw). 

51  White-fronted  Goose 

See  also  Appendix  I 

E  Commill  Meads,  Waltham  Abbey,  19  on  Dec  19th  with  one  remaining 
until  24th  (pr,  pjv). 

B  Horton  GP,  one  on  Jan  4th  (bar). 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Jan  7th  (swr). 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  nine  (two  adults,  seven  first-winters)  flew  NW  on  Nov 
25th  (gwjh). 

No  very  large  flocks  this  year  but  a  much  better  showing  than  in  1989. 

53  Greylag  Goose 

Widely  reported  from  gravel  pits  and  lakes  across  the  region.  The 
maximum  count  from  Sevenoaks  was  much  reduced  on  recent  years. 
Breeding  records  and  large  counts  are  shown  below. 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP,  one  pair  bred.  Netherhall  GP,  one  pair  bred. 
Walthamstow  Marsh,  three  pairs  bred.  Walthamstow  Res,  three  broods; 
maximum  of  21  on  Mar  24th. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  16  on  July  29th. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  eight  broods  comprising  a  total  of  43  goslings; 
maximum  of  56  on  Aug  21st.  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens, 
maximum  of  44  on  Dec  18th.  Regent’s  Park,  four  pairs  bred.  St  James’s 
Park,  at  least  seven  broods  with  a  highest  count  of  201  birds  on  Oct  17th. 
K  Ruxley  GP,  two  pairs  bred.  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  95  on  Jan  22nd. 

Sevenoaks  Reserve,  maximum  count  of  240  on  Aug  23rd. 

S  Gatton  Lake,  two  pairs  bred. 

53  Canada  Goose 

A  widespread  and  abundant  resident.  Localities  with  five  or  more  broods 
or  breeding  pairs  and  the  highest  counts  from  sites  holding  300  or  more 
birds  at  some  stage  during  the  year  are  given  below. 
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E  Fairlop,  400  on  Aug  18th.  Fishers  Green,  43  pairs  bred;  362  on  Mar  5th. 
Hainault,  five  pairs  bred.  Nazeing  GP,  seven  pairs  bred.  Netherhall  GP, 
seven  pairs  bred.  Walthamstow  Res,  46  pairs  bred;  1,105  on  June  13th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  1 1  broods;  530  on  Aug  19th.  Cheshunt  GP,  1 1  pairs  bred; 
300  on  Jan  25th.  Hampermill  Lakes,  eight  broods.  Stanstead  Abbotts 
GP,  346  on  Sept  17th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  six  broods;  315  on  June  28th. 
Tyttenhanger  GP,  320  on  Aug  24th. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  13  pairs  bred.  Finsbury  Park,  seven  broods.  Inner 
London:  Regent’s  Park,  six  pairs  bred. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  330  on  Feb  18th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  45  pairs  bred. 

57  Brent  Goose 

See  also  Appendix  I. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  nine  on  Mar  18th  included  an  individual  of  the 
North  American  and  East  Siberian  race,  B.b. nigricans  -  Black  Brant 
(pjv  et  al );  singles  on  Oct  15th  (rmc)  and  20th  (pjv).  Nazeing  GP. 
one  on  Nov  11th  (gjw).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Apr  7th  (mkd). 
Walthamstow  Res,  seven  on  Oct  21st  (dll  pl).  West  Thurrock,  44  flew 
E  in  five  flocks  on  Oct  21st  eight  on  Oct  22nd  (scr). 

M  Sunbury,  two  flew  across  the  Thames  towards  Walton  Res  on  Mar  14th 
(MSS,  PS). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  50-60  flew  downriver  on  Oct  21st  (ajm). 
Swanscombe,  one  on  Dec  30th  (scr)- 

S  Beddington  SF,  four  flew  W  at  12.10  pm  on  Jan  1st  (pra,  gwm);  two 
on  Oct  18th  (gdjm)  and  one  juvenile  on  Oct  21st  (ag/i). 

The  record  of  Black  Brant  in  Essex  has  been  accepted  by  the  British 
Birds  Rarities  Committee.  This  is  the  second  record  of  this  subspecies  in 
the  London  Area,  the  first  being  as  recent  as  1984.  October  and 
November  are  the  peak  months  for  the  occurrence  of  Brent  Geese  in 
London  and  all  the  large  flocks  were  seen  during  this  period. 

59  Egyptian  Goose 

See  also  Appendix  I 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  from  Jan  10th  to  27th  and  the  same  bird  from  Apr  1st 
to  14th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  one  on  Apr  9th. 

61  Shelduck 

Breeding  records  (with  number  of  pairs  in  brackets)  and  highest  counts 
in  each  sector  (shown  in  tabular  form  for  main  localities)  are  given 
below.  The  counts  from  the  main  sites  in  Essex  were  well  up  on  1989, 
particularly  in  the'  first  half  of  the  year. 

E  Fishers  Green  (1),  Rainham  Marsh  (7  broods).  West  Thurrock  (3 
broods).  Other  summering  pairs  were  reported  from  Aveley  GP  (1), 
Belhus  Woods  CP  (2),  King  George  V  Res  (1).  Rainham  G  P/Berwick 
Ponds  (3-4)  and  Wm  Girling  Res  (1).  As  ever,  the  highest  counts  were 
along  the  Lower  Thames  and  are  summarised  for  three  principal 
localities  in  the  following  table; 
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Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Barking  -  -  -60  -  -  -  -  -  -  -180 

Rainham  Marsh  165  180  200  100  200  90  65  40  -  70  90  180 

West  Thurrock  150  120  75  70  30  15  20  20  -  -  -  120 

Am  well  GP  (1);  maximum  of  nine  on  May  18th.  Rye  Meads  (1). 

No  breeding  records  this  year  but  30+  birds  were  present  during  the 
breeding  season  at  Staines  Res.  The  highest  counts  from  the  four  main 
localities  were  as  follows: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Kempton  Park  Res  55642------- 

King  George  VI  Res  1  -  566  -11 

Queen  Mary  Res  -  -  7112  -  -  2  -  -  24 

Staines  Res  3  7  21  19  20  36  20  7  -  3  4 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  maximum  of  19  on  May  19th. 

K  No  confirmed  breeding  records  this  year  although  two  pairs  at  Crossness 
in  May  might  have  bred.  The  highest  counts  from  the  two  main  localities 
were  as  follows: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Crossness  156  80  80  -  4  135  215  210 

Dartford  Marsh  35  186  117  25  60  15  29  10  -  -  12  21 

Other  significant  counts  came  from  Erith  Marshes  with  57  on  May  20th 
and  Thamesmead  with  40  on  Apr  25th  and  60  on  May  4th. 

S  Birds  were  present  during  the  breeding  season  at  Beddington  SF  and 
Holmethorpe  SP. 

63  Mandarin 

All  records  are  given  or  summarised  below.  The  large  number  of 
roosting  birds  at  Epsom  Great  Pond  in  August  did  not  appear  until  the 
late  evening.  It  would  be  interesting  to  receive  evening  roost  counts  from 
other  sites  to  try  to  ascertain  a  truer  picture  of  the  number  of  this  species 
present  in  the  Area. 

E  Connaught  Water,  Epping  Forest,  a  female  with  a  brood  of  two  on  May 
26th;  up  to  14  in  January,  four  in  February,  two  in  April  and  October,  six 
in  November  and  18  in  December.  Fishers  Green,  singles  on  June  23rd 
and  July  8th.  High  Beach,  a  female  at  nest  hole  in  April.  Rainham 
Marsh,  one  on  Oct  27th  was  the  first  record  for  the  site. 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  male  on  May  5th.  Panshanger,  one  to  three  pairs  from 
January  to  April;  four  males  on  Apr  29th;  three  females  with  23  young 
in  May;  ten  on  Sept  16th  and  12  on  Oct  21st.  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  male  on 
Jan  2nd  with  two  there  on  Jan  4th;  one  on  Oct  1st  and  Nov  23rd. 

M  Broomfield  Park,  a  pair  on  June  6th.  Bugle  GP,  a  pair  on  Sept  2nd.  Forty 
Hall,  Enfield,  ten  adults  with  two  broods  on  June  2nd;  three  on  Oct  25th 
and  one  on  Nov  13th.  Grovelands  Park,  Southgate,  21  in  January,  14  in 
February,  12  in  March,  four  in  April,  six  plus  four  young  in  May,  four 
with  two  broods  in  June,  five  in  August,  16  in  September,  35  in  October, 
32  in  November  and  1 1  in  December.  Hampstead  Heath,  two  males  on 
Apr  1 1th  with  a  pair  there  on  Apr  14th;  two  males  in  May,  one  male  in 
June  and  one  male  in  September.  Hampstead  Village,  a  male  flew  up  the 
High  Street  on  May  23rd.  Mogden  Waterworks,  a  female  on  July  13th. 
Osterley  Park,  one  pair  hatched  eight  young.  Staines  Moor,  a  male  on 
Dec  15th.  Stanmore  Common,  a  female  in  December.  Trent  Park,  12  in 
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January,  seven  in  March,  a  male  in  April,  three  adults  and  five  young  in 
May,  five  in  June  and  two  adults  and  one  young  in  August.  Whitewebbs 
Wood,  five  on  Nov  13th.  Wildwoods  Lake,  Enfield,  six  in  July  and  two 
in  January  and  November.  Wood  Green  Res,  a  pair  on  Dec  25th.  Inner 
London:  a  female  on  River  Thames  at  Westminster  on  Dec  7th. 

B  Horton  GP,  a  pair  on  Mar  18th.  Wraysbury  GP,  seven  in  February,  four  in 
March,  two  in  April,  four  in  May,  three  in  September  and  two  in  October. 
K  Orpington,  a  male  on  Apr  7th  and  June  4th.  Ruxley  GP,  a  male  on  Apr 
20th. 

S  Bred  at  Arbrook  Cemetery,  Epsom  Great  Pond,  Holmethorpe  SP. 
Richmond  Park,  River  Mole  at  Esher,  West  End  Common  at  Esher  and 
Wimbledon  Common.  Largest  count  in  the  sector  was  50  roosting  at 
Epsom  Great  Pond  on  Aug  22nd.  Gatton  Lake,  a  pair  on  Feb  1 1th  and 
five  on  Sept  16th.  Kew  Gardens,  autumn  maximum  of  ten  birds. 
Ravensbury  Park,  a  pair  in  March.  Richmond  Park,  present  throughout 
with  a  maximum  of  15  in  February.  Walton  Res,  a  male  on  Apr  6th. 
Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  a  male  on  Apr  17th. 

WILDFOWL 

Table  1,  below,  shows  indices  of  the  monthly  winter  wildfowl  counts  for 
the  five  latest  seasons,  together  with  the  highest  monthly  count  for  each 
species  in  winter  1990/91.  The  basis  for  calculating  the  indices  was 
explained  in  the  London  Bird  Report  for  1982  (47:  97). 

Table  1.  Index  of  mean  winter  wildfowl  counts  from  1986/87  to 
1990/91  and  peak  counts  for  1989/90  (excluding  Low  er  Thames). 


Indices  (1972/73  =  100  except  for  Ruddy  Duck )  Peak  Count 


1986/87 

1987/88 

1988/89 

1989/90 

1990/91 

1990/91 

Month 

Wigeon 

680 

255 

121 

186 

•516 

707 

Feb 

Gadwall 

307 

178 

249 

311 

387 

480 

Dec 

Teal 

160 

101 

65 

76 

113 

1354 

Jan 

Mallard 

89 

76 

67 

71 

69 

2569 

Feb 

Shoveler 

144 

97 

106 

71 

178 

1057 

Sept 

Pochard 

166 

54 

69 

58 

78 

1321 

Feb 

Tufted  Duck 

76 

57 

32 

26 

40 

3861 

Feb 

Goldeneye 

120 

120 

152 

128 

129 

339 

Feb 

Goosander 

529 

272 

337 

197 

418 

131 

Jan 

Ruddy  Duck 

245 

177 

301 

263 

886 

201 

Feb 

All  of  the  indices  except  that  for  Mallard  were  up,  reflecting  the  large 
influx  of  wildfowl  during  the  hard  weather  in  early  1991.  The  aggregate 
of  peak  counts  was  up  by  some  20  per  cent  at  12.020  compared  to 
10,017  in  1989/90.  Brief  comments  on  individual  species'  status  in 
winter  1990/91  are  given  below  in  the  systematic  list. 

64  Wigeon 

Winter  1990/91.  See  Table  1.  The  index  rose  very  sharply  thanks  to  a 
large  influx  of  this  species  in  February  1991. 

1990.  Highest  counts  at  each  site  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  year 
and  summer  records  are  given  below: 

E  Connaught  Water,  Epping  Forest,  32  on  Nov  6th.  King  George  V  Res. 
104  on  Oct  5th.  Nazeing  GP,  26  on  Mar  10th.  Roydon  GP.  85  on  Jan 
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28th.  Rainham  Marsh,  50  in  December.  Wm  Girling  Res,  24  on  Mar  8th. 
H  Amwell  GP,  15  on  Mar  15th,  two  on  Aug  5th  and  107  on  Oct  21st. 
Beech  Farm  GP,  one  on  Oct  21st.  Cheshunt  GP,  12  on  Jan  13th  and  96 
on  Nov  2nd.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  seven  on  Jan  4th  and  16  on  Dec  30th. 
Rye  Meads,  40  on  Nov  17th.  Smug  Oak  Lane,  12  in  January  and 
December.  Stocker’s  Lake,  35  on  Jan  14th  and  32  on  Nov  18th.  Troy 
Mill  GP,  eight  on  Nov  30th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  ten  on  Jan  1st. 
Verulamium,  two  on  Feb  2nd. 

M  Brent  Res,  one  on  Sept  1 1th.  Broadwater  GP,  60  on  Feb  18th  and  35  on 
Nov  11th.  Denham  Studios  GP,  66  on  Dec  24th.  Hampton  Court  Park, 
one  on  Mar  4th  and  two  on  Dec  10th.  Highway  Farm  Pools,  Harefield, 
58  on  Mar  4th  and  45  on  Dec  31st.  Kempton  Park  Racecourse,  150  on 
Mar  4th.  King  George  VI  Res,  81  on  Jan  14th  and  302  on  Dec  9th. 
Moorhall  GP,  50+  on  Oct  28th.  Ponders  End  Lake,  50  on  Jan  15th  and 
46  on  Dec  46th.  Queen  Mary  Res,  two  on  Apr  21st  and  68  on  Oct  14th. 
Stain  Hill  Res,  450  on  Feb  3rd.  Staines  Res,  217  on  Feb  11th,  a  female 
from  June  10th  to  July  8th  and  322  on  Nov  3rd.  Stanwell  Moor  GP,  124 
on  Dec  22nd.  Stoke  Newington  Res,  two  on  Sept  16th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  100  in  January  and  254  in  November. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  40  on  Nov  23rd.  Foots  Cray  Meadow,  one  on  Dec  24th 
and  29th.  Littlebrook  GP,  two  on  Jan  11th  and  1 1  on  Oct  23rd.  Ruxley 
GP,  six  on  Oct  21st.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  14  on  Jan  9th  and  nine  on  Dec 
9th.  Thamesmead,  three  in  November  and  December. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  21  on  Oct  23rd.  Beddington  SF,  two  on  Mar  15th  and 
one  on  Dec  30th.  Holmethorpe  SP,  two  on  Jan  2nd  and  two  in  October 
and  November.  Pen  Ponds,  Richmond  Park,  four  in  January  and 
February  and  192  in  November.  Walton  Res,  320  on  Feb  18th  and  97  on 
Dec  24th. 

67  Gadwall 

Winter  1990/91.  See  Table  1.  The  index  continued  to  rise  and 
reached  a  new  record  level. 


1990.  Details  of  breeding  and  summering  birds,  peak  monthly  counts 
from  main  localities  and  the  remaining  highest  county  counts  are  given 
below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

BelhusWoods  CP 

78 

63 

14 

6 

- 

4 

17 

95 

48 

Connaught  Water 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

33 

55 

Roydon  GP 

200 

250 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

H 

Amwell  GP 

66 

43 

23 

25 

- 

20 

62 

106 

Ill 

Cheshunt  GP 

230 

50 

40 

- 

- 

- 

232 

410 

301 

Rye  Meads 

24 

41 

83 

27 

45 

84 

55 

53 

72 

Stocker’s  Lake 

12 

12 

12 

- 

- 

71 

61 

100 

45 

M 

Brent  Res 

40 

25 

20 

- 

5 

50 

15 

40 

40 

Broadwater  GP 

- 

17 

4 

6 

- 

100 

- 

50 

- 

King  George  VI  Res 

21 

7 

- 

10 

- 

- 

- 

5 

44 

Queen  Mary  Res 

88 

36 

28 

- 

- 

- 

68 

114 

108 

Shepperton  GP 

105 

74 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

51 

Staines  Res 

8 

- 

4 

- 

6 

129 

58 

36 

41 

B 

Wraysbury  GP 

113 

47 

34 

- 

- 

12 

106 

62 

106 

K 

Ruxley  GP 

20 

4 

4 

2 

- 

- 

5 

14 

23 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

30 

17 

2 

- 

- 

5 

14 

23 

14 

S 

Bam  Elms  Res 

49 

44 

32 

- 

- 

11 

21 

53 

70 

Richmond  Park 

80 

20 

- 

- 

18 

34 

72 

213 

161 

32 
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E  Belhus  Woods  CP,  three  pairs  present  during  the  breeding  season. 
Fishers  Green,  one  brood  on  July  1 1th.  Rainham  Marsh,  one  pair  present 
during  breeding  season.  King  George  V  Res,  40  on  Oct  10th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  two  broods.  Beech  Farm  GP,  one  pair  present  during  the 
breeding  season.  Cheshunt  GP,  two  pairs  present  during  the  breeding 
season.  Panshanger,  one  brood  in  June.  Rye  Meads,  ten  broods. 
Stanstead  Abbotts  GP,  50  on  Feb  1 1th. 

M  Brent  Res,  one  pair  present  during  the  breeding  season.  King  George  VI 
Res,  up  to  seven  birds  present  in  May.  Ponder’s  End  Lake,  55  on  Jan 
17th.  Queen  Mary  GP,  one  pair  present  during  the  breeding  season. 
Rammey  Marsh,  one  pair  present  during  the  breeding  season.  Staines 
Res,  up  to  four  birds  in  May  and  16  in  June. 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  53  on  Jan  7th. 

K  Thamesmead,  34  in  January. 

S  Island  Bam  Res,  56  on  Dec  22nd. 

69  Teal 

Winter  1990/91.  See  Table  1.  A  large  influx  in  January  and 
February  1991  caused  the  index  to  rise  after  three  years  of  decline, 
but  it  remains  well  below  the  levels  of  the  mid-1980s. 

1990.  No  pairs  were  proved  to  breed  this  year  but  a  good  number  of 
birds  spent  the  summer  in  our  Area.  Details  of  summering  birds  are 
shown  below.  Peak  monthly  counts  from  principal  localities  are  shown 
in  tabular  form,  the  remaining  highest  monthly  counts  are  given  in  the 
text. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct  Nov 

Dec 

E 

King  George  V  Res 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

500  400 

600 

Rainham  Marsh 

500 

300 

350 

70 

60 

350 

200  200 

300 

Walthamstow  Res 

70 

66 

16 

- 

- 

- 

95  92 

155 

West  Thurrock 

300 

100 

160 

- 

50 

50 

150  100 

300 

H 

Amwell  GP 

27 

31 

22 

14 

- 

42 

35  45 

64 

Cheshunt  GP 

90 

10 

10 

- 

- 

- 

20  27 

42 

Hilfield  Park  Res 

50 

20 

7 

2 

19 

20 

54  50 

81 

Rye  Meads 

27 

8 

12 

2 

6 

25 

45  45 

40 

Stocker’s  Lake 

20 

8 

4 

- 

- 

- 

20  11 

99 

M 

Brent  Res 

53 

47 

69 

36 

5 

93 

15  40 

40 

Kempton  Park  Res 

598 

365 

96 

52 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Queen  Mary  GP 

40 

30 

30 

4 

28 

30 

24  22 

15 

Staines  Res 

138 

376 

223 

- 

27 

147 

259  348 

182 

K 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

66 

71 

30 

6 

16 

42 

-34  52 

60 

Thamesmead 

585 

202 

188 

2 

10 

238 

242  260 

309 

S 

Bam  Elms  Res 

69 

54 

49 

- 

20 

32 

36  93 

32 

Beddington  SF 

30 

30 

30 

30 

7 

30 

54  120 

701 

Walton  Res 

- 

26 

9 

- 

- 

272 

100  86 

792 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  three  pairs  summered.  Barking.  249  on  Dec  23rd. 

H  Amwell  GP,  up  to  three  birds  present  in  June.  Broxboume  GP,  120  on 
Dec  30th.  Maple  Lodge,  120  on  Dec  30th.  Panshanger,  two  males  on 
June  16th.  Rye  Meads,  four  on  June  16th  and  one  on  July  27th. 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  95  on  Jan  14th.  Queen  Mary  GP,  three  in  June  and 
four  in  July.  Queen  Mary  Res,  95  on  oct  14th.  Rammey  Marsh,  a  male 
on  June  8th  and  18th.  Staines  Res,  up  to  two  in  May,  1 1  in  June  and  12 
in  July.  Wildwoods  Lake,  Enfield,  a  male  on  June  1 1th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  19  on  Feb  18th. 
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K  Dartford  Marsh,  250  flew  SE  on  Oct  2 1  st.  Thamesmead,  a  male  in  June 
and  a  female  in  July. 

S  Hogsmill  SF,  85+  on  Nov  15th. 

70  Mallard 

Winter  1990/91.  See  Table  1.  The  index  fell  to  its  second  lowest  point 
ever  and  it  was  noticeable  that  this  species  did  not  seem  to 
participate  in  the  general  influx  of  wildfowl  in  early  1991. 

1990.  Highest  county  counts,  other  counts  in  excess  of  300  (100  in  Inner 
London)  and  large  breeding  populations  are  given  below. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  19  broods.  Walthamstow  Res,  214  on  Mar  11th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  17  broods;  648  on  Jan  14th,  329  on  Feb  11th,  364  on  Sept 
22nd,  510  on  Oct  21st,  501  on  Nov  4th  and  383  on  Dec  29th.  Rye 
Meads,  23  broods.  Verulamium,  310  on  Sept  1st  and  333  on  Dec  1st. 

M  Staines  Res,  269  on  Sept  16th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  20  pairs 
bred.  St  James’s  Park,  12  broods;  143  on  July  6th  and  145  on  Sept  26th. 
B  Wraysbury  GP,  62  on  Jan  14th. 

K  Thamesmead,  350  in  October  and  November. 

S  River  Thames  at  Richmond,  457  on  Dec  17th.  Inner  London:  Battersea 
Park,  14  pairs  bred  rearing  c40  young. 

72  Pintail 

See  also  Appendix  I. 

Two  encouragingly  large  flocks  in  Essex  and  an  excellent  series  of 
records  at  Staines  Res  at  either  end  of  the  year.  The  presence  of  a  pair  at 
Brent  Res  through  June  and  July  raises  the  possibility  of  breeding  in  the 
London  Area  although  their  origin  may  be  questionable  and  no  courtship 
behaviour  was  observed.  All  records  are  given  below  but  summarised  for 
King  George  V  and  Staines  Reservoirs. 

E  Corbet’s  Tey,  five  on  Sept  30th  and  seven  on  Oct  14th.  King  George  V 

Res,  one  on  July  25th,  one  from  Aug  28th  to  30th,  a  flock  of  3 1  birds  on 
Sept  25th,  up  to  five  in  October  and  two  on  Nov  22nd.  Rainham  Marsh, 
two  on  Jan  20th,  35  on  Mar  3rd,  five  on  Mar  10th  and  two  on  Sept  22nd. 
West  Thurrock,  one  on  Oct  22nd.  Wm  Girling  Res,  three  on  four  dates 
in  January. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Feb  4th,  four  on  Mar  3rd,  one  on  Mar  10th  and  one 

on  Sept  19th,  30th  and  Nov  3rd.  Broxboume  Woods,  one  flew  NW  on 
Nov  21st.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  a  pair  on  Dec  30th.  Rye  Meads,  singles  on 
Sept  15th  and  Nov  3rd.  Stocker’s  Lake,  singles  on  Jan  1st  and  21st  and 
Mar  2nd  and  20th. 

M  Brent  Res,  three  on  June  8th,  a  pair  on  June  23rd  and  one  from  June  27th 
to  July  10th.  Grand  Union  Canal  at  Greenford,  a  male  on  Apr  13th  and 
28th.  Grand  Union  Canal  at  Willesden,  presumably  the  same  male  as  at 
Greenford  on  May  5th.  Queen  Mary  Res,  nine  flew  east  on  Aug  24th. 
Staines  Res,  two  in  January,  up  to  ten  (four  males)  in  February,  two  in 
April,  one  on  Aug  23rd,  up  to  14  in  September,  up  to  eight  in  October 
and  three  in  November.  Stanwell  Moor  GP,  one  on  May  8th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  Mar  13th.  Thamesmead,  up  to  18  in  January, 
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two  in  February  and  five  in  November. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Mar  10th.  River  Ember  at  Walton,  one  on  Nov 
25th.  Pen  Ponds,  Richmond  Park,  one  on  Apr  27th  and  28th. 

73  Garganey 

E  King  George  V  Res,  in  August  -  one  from  5th  to  21st  (GJW).  two  on 
22nd,  three  from  23rd  to  25th  and  four  on  26th  to  29th  (rmc,  acv, 
SCr);  in  September  -  five  from  1st  to  4th,  four  from  5th  to  19th  and  one 
on  20th  (rmc).  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Aug  17th  and  27th  and  two 
there  on  Aug  24th  and  Sept  16th  (mkd,  srp). 

H  Amwell  GP,  single  males  on  Apr  24th  and  May  9th  (br,  gjw);  a 
displaying  pair  from  May  17th  to  21st  (br,  MH5.  gjw);  a  male  on  June 
11th  and  14th  (br)  and  a  female/immature  on  Aug  6th  (BR,  gjw). 
Hilfield  Park  Res,  a  male  on  May  7th  and  8th  (cib).  Maple  Lodge,  a 
female  on  June  20th  and  21st  (sjc).  Rye  Meads,  single  females  on  July 
21st  (gjw)  and  Aug  4th  (rmrg). 

M  Brent  Res,  a  male  on  May  12th  (JG#)  and  from  June  17th  to  Aug  1st 
(rb d,  rjw  et  al);  a  juvenile  from  Aug  27th  to  Sept  12th  {RBd  et  al). 
Hampton  Court  Park,  a  male  on  May  13th  (nss,  ss).  Perry  Oaks  SF,  a 
pair  on  Apr  19th  (jas).  Staines  Res,  pairs  on  Mar  31st  (mo)  and  June 
17th  (pn)  and  a  single  on  July  21st  (cl).  Inner  London:  Regent's  Park, 
a  male  held  territory  from  May  22nd  to  June  4th  (ard);  none  of  the 
collection  birds  here  is  free-flying. 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  one  on  July  24th  (djms).  Wraysbury  GP.  a  male  on  Sept 
16th  (rrg). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  a  pair  on  May  3rd  (arg,  rbh).  Beddington  SF.  two 
males  and  a  female  from  May  7th  to  June  7th  (pra  et  al)  and  a  single 
male  on  June  12th  (pra,  rdw  et  al).  Epsom  Common,  a  pair  from  Mar 
25th  to  Apr  11th  (jsp  et  al).  Holmethorpe  SP,  a  female  on  Mar  13th 
(gwjh,  kp n). 

A  good  year  for  this  species  particularly  in  spring.  A  pair  was  again 
present  in  April  and  May  at  King's  Mead.  Hertford,  just  outside  the 
Area  but  was  not  proved  to  breed  this  year  and  probably  accounts  for 
the  Amwell  GP  records.  The  series  of  late  spring  and  summer  records 
at  Beddington  SF  and  Brent  Res  raise  the  possibility  of  breeding  in 
the  Area  again.  The  first  record  was  on  Mar  13th  and  last  on  Sept 
20th. 

75  Shoveler 

Winter  1990/91.  See  Table  1.  A  large  influx  of  this  species  in  early 
1991  caused  the  index  to  more  than  double  to  a  record  level. 

1990.  About  28  pairs  summered  but  only  four  broods  were  seen. 
Numbers  were  quite  low  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  but  autumn 
passage  movements  in  September  and  October  involved  better 
numbers  than  last  year.  Details  of  breeding  and  summering  birds,  peak 
monthly  counts  from  principal  localities  (those  where  more  than  100 
were  recorded  at  some  time  during  the  year)  in  tabular  form,  the 
remaining  highest  county  counts  and  notable  Inner  London  records  are 
as  follows: 
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Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

King  George  V  Res 

- 

- 

- 

- 

307 

369 

- 

- 

- 

Rainham  Marsh 

15 

- 

50 

10 

- 

70 

110 

110 

10 

Walthamstow  Res 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

280 

- 

- 

West  Thurrock 

300 

100 

160 

- 

50 

50 

150 

100 

300 

H 

Cheshunt  GP 

50 

50 

- 

- 

- 

- 

192 

167 

85 

Stocker’s  Lake 

170 

138 

52 

- 

43 

103 

45 

13 

6 

M 

Brent  Res 

7 

7 

5 

36 

5 

103 

15 

40 

40 

Queen  Mary  Res 

7 

- 

14 

- 

- 

300 

460 

154 

139 

Staines  Res 

2 

164 

222 

60 

123 

155 

280 

339 

265 

• 

Wraysbury  Res 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

144 

156 

- 

- 

K 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

66 

71 

30 

6 

16 

42 

34 

52 

60 

S 

Bam  Elms  Res 

50 

1 1 

37 

- 

13 

23 

49 

127 

76 

Walton  Res 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

122 

- 

100 

68 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  one  pair  summered.  Rainham  Marsh,  three  pairs 
summered,  one  brood.  Hall  Marsh  near  Waltham  Abbey,  three  pairs  bred 
producing  two  broods.  Fishers  Green,  83  on  Nov  4th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  pair  and  additional  male  present  in  May;  95  on  Nov  4th. 
Rye  Meads,  eight  present  in  May. 

M  Brent  Res,  three  pairs  summered,  one  brood  seen.  King  George  VI  Res, 
up  to  three  present  in  May.  Queen  Mary  GP,  present  through  the 
summer.  Rammey  Marsh,  a  pair  on  May  18th.  Staines  Res,  up  to  19  in 
May,  25  in  June  and  62  in  July.  Syon  Park,  a  male  in  May.  Yiewsley 
GP,  86  on  Dec  10th.  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  40  on  Dec 
14th.  Regent’s  Park,  60  in  February  and  40  in  September. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  25  on  Feb  18th. 

K  Thamesmead,  45  on  Dec  16th. 

S  Ham  Lands,  a  pair  on  May  5th.  Lonsdale  Road  Res,  72  on  Jan  16th. 

76  Red-crested  Pochard 

See  also  Appendix  I 

All  records  except  obvious  escapes  are  shown  below.  The  escape  risk  is 
high  and  it  is  virtually  impossible  to  adjudicate  which  birds  of  this 
species  are  genuinely  wild.  Interestingly,  there  were  at  least  18  full¬ 
winged  juveniles  in  St  James’s  Park  on  Sept  18th  (kco),  perhaps  giving  a 
clue  as  to  the  origin  of  some  of  the  autumn  and  winter  records.  The  peak 
time  of  arrival  for  continental  birds  is  in  late  autumn/early  winter 
accompanying  Aythya  species,  or  during  a  cold  spell  later  in  the  winter. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  two  on  Sept  9th  and  three  on  Sept  16th  which 
stayed  until  November  (ACy,  rmc  et  al).  Walthamstow  Res,  singles  on 
Oct  24th  (psaa)  and  Nov  18th  (gbs).  Wm  Girling  Res,  two  on  Sept 
2nd  (sc r)  and  one  on  Nov  18th  (ACy). 

Stocker’s  Lake,  a  female  on  Jan  10th  (ahjd). 

Brent  Res,  a  female  on  Nov  11th  (seb,  bc,  asms).  King  George  VI  Res, 
the  Staines  female  was  seen  here  on  Oct  27th  (pn)  and  on  Nov  16th  and 
17th  (cl,  pn).  Queen  Mary  GP,  a  male  from  Dec  1st  to  31st  (hrg). 
Shepperton  GP,  a  female  seen  on  Jan  4th  and  11th  (cl),  Mar  6th  and 
12th  (jas)  and  Dec  28th  (cl).  Staines  Res,  single  males  on  Apr  18th 
(cl),  May  7th  (jah,  klp)  and  May  23rd  (cl,  nh);  a  female  from  Sept  7th 
to  Oct  20th  (cl  et  al)  with  two  females  there  on  Sept  26th  (cl). 

B  Horton  GP,  a  male  on  Feb  10th  (avm,  pn).  Tilehouse  GP,  a  female  on 
Dec  24th  (avm).  Wraysbury  GP,  a  male  from  Jan  9th  to  Feb  5th  (rrg 
et  al). 
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S  Barn  Elms  Res,  a  female  on  Dec  5th  (cl).  Beddington  SF,  a  juvenile 
from  Aug  12th  to  20th  (pjc/2,  nrs).  Crystal  Palace  Park,  a  male  from 
Mar  6th  to  10th  (cb/,  mi).  Lonsdale  Road  Res,  a  female/immature  on 
July  6th  and  a  male  on  Aug  4th  and  21st  (adt).  Richmond  Park,  three 
on  Jan  12th  (rde). 

1989  Correction 

M  The  record  of  a  male  at  Rammey  Marsh  in  November  should  be  deleted. 

77  Pochard 

Winter  1990/91.  See  Table  1.  The  index  rose  after  three  lean  seasons 
but  is  still  less  than  half  of  its  1986/87  level. 

1990.  There  was  an  encouraging  increase  in  the  number  of  summering 
birds  and  broods  seen,  and  with  a  possible  maximum  of  62  pairs 
breeding,  the  London  Area  is  a  major  stronghold  for  this  nationally  rare 
breeding  species.  There  were  no  large  moulting  flocks  present  this  year. 
Details  of  breeding  and  summering  birds,  peak  monthly  counts  from  the 
principal  localities  (those  where  more  than  200  were  reported  at  some 
time  during  the  year)  in  tabular  form,  the  remaining  highest  counts  in 
each  county  and  notable  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 


H 

Stocker’s  Lake 

Jan 

78 

Feb 

62 

Mar 

12 

Apr  Aug 

Sep 

129 

Oct 

230 

Nov 

185 

Dec 

196 

M 

Broadwater  GP 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

226 

Staines  Res 

298 

126 

3 

- 

24 

63 

409 

204 

S 

Bam  Elms  Res 

50 

11 

37 

86 

23 

49 

127 

76 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  seven  pairs  summered.  Connaught  Water.  Epping 
Forest,  one  brood  of  four  young.  Netherhall  GP,  185  on  Feb  11th. 
Rainham  GP,  four  pairs  summered,  one  brood  seen.  Walthamstow  Res, 
four  broods  containing  15  young  in  total;  185  on  Jan  28th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  up  to  11  birds  in  May  and  seven  in  June/July;  three  broods. 
Cheshunt  GP,  two  or  three  pairs  summered;  one  brood  seen.  Hilfield 
Park  Res,  195  on  Aug  12th.  Maple  Lodge,  one  brood  on  July  9th.  Rye 
Meads,  nine  in  June  and  seven  in  July.  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  brood  on 
Aug  1 1th. 

M  Brent  Res,  two  broods  seen.  Queen  Mary  GP,  three  birds  in  May  and 
June.  Syon  Park,  two  females  with  one  young  on  June  28th.  Tottenham 
Cemetery,  a  pair  with  three  young  on  May  2nd  and  with  two  young  on 
June  24th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  20  pairs  bred.  St  James's  Park, 
at  least  four  broods;  39  on  Mar  9th.  Victoria  Park,  present  in  June. 

B  Tilehouse  GP,  five  including  three  males  on  June  15th.  Wraysbury  GP. 
67  on  Jan  14th. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  bird  present  during  May;  75  on  Oct  18th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  a  pair  on  May  10th  and  June  7th.  Lonsdale  Road  Res, 
one  pair  reared  five  young.  Walton  Res,  130  in  January.  Inner  London: 
Battersea  Park,  20  on  Jan  10th.  Surrey  Docks,  present  in  March.  October 
and  November  with  peak  count  of  five  on  Nov  7th  and  8th. 

79  Ferruginous  Duck 

The  only  record  was  of  a  short-staying  bird  in  the  Surrey  sector. 
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S  Beddington  SF,  an  adult  male  on  the  afternoon  of  Dec  1 1th  (rdw  et  al ). 

80  Tufted  Duck 

Winter  1990/91.  See  Table  1.  A  50  per  cent  increase  in  the  index  was 
due  to  a  considerable  influx  in  February  which  accounted  for  the 
peak  count  of  3,861  birds. 


1990.  Broods  were  reported  from  46  localities,  an  increase  of  one  site. 
However,  the  total  number  of  broods  reported  was  well  down  from  1989. 
Breeding  status  is  summarised  by  county  in  the  following  table: 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

Inner 

London 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

1989  -  Broods 

66 

118 

28 

27 

1 

2 

13 

255 

-  Sites 

10 

12 

12 

4 

1 

2 

4 

45 

1990  -  Broods 

51 

90 

24 

18 

2 

2 

6 

193 

-  Sites 

10 

7 

17 

2 

2 

2 

6 

46 

A  large  moulting  flock  built  up  in  late  summer  and  autumn  at  King 
George  V  Res  which  peaked  after  the  moulting  period  at  2,500  birds  in 
October,  with  four  figure  moulting  flocks  also  at  Walthamstow  and 
Staines  reservoirs.  Peak  monthly  counts  from  principal  localities  (where 
more  than  500  were  reported  at  some  time  during  the  year)  in  tabular 
form,  the  remaining  highest  county  counts  and  notable  Inner  London 
records  are  given  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

King  George  V  Res 

- 

- 

- 

468 

2000 

1500 

2500 

- 

- 

Walthamstow  Res 

721 

587 

688 

1026 

1210 

484 

618 

714 

650 

Wm  Girling  Res 

- 

- 

- 

375 

778 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M 

Broadwater  GP 

- 

700 

383 

- 

- 

- 

- 

500 

400 

King  George  VI  Res 

35 

1 

- 

751 

610 

151 

- 

130 

124 

Staines  Res 

239 

187 

104 

1055 

- 

362 

251 

440 

258 

St  James’s  Park 

42 

174 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

89 

B 

Wraysbury  GP 

615 

113 

117 

- 

- 

233 

406 

- 

511 

S 

Battersea  Park 

280 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

76 

140 

200 

E  Netherhall  GP,  350  on  Dec  2nd. 

H  Cheshunt  GP,  401  on  Dec  4th. 

M  Brent  Res,  300+  on  Nov  24th. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  282  on  Nov  15th. 

K  Thamesmead,  419  in  December. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  335  on  Aug  7th.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  100  in 
March  and  November. 

81  Scaup 

A  poor  year  for  this  species.  There  was  an  influx  in  October  and 
November  (involving  about  15  birds)  mainly  to  the  Lea  Valley 
reservoirs.  Only  one  bird  was  reported  in  the  first  part  of  the  year.  All 
records  are  shown  below. 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP,  a  female  on  Nov  11th  (mkd).  Fairlop  Lake,  a 
female  from  Oct  28th  to  Dec  31st  (abi).  King  George  V  Res,  a  male 
from  Sept  30th  to  Oct  2nd  (sc /•),  an  immature  female  from  Oct  22nd  to 
Dec  17th  (rmc,  jf,  pjv  et  al),  an  immature  male  on  Nov  3rd  (rmc,  jf),  ten 
on  Nov  8th  (rmc)  and  a  male  on  Dec  18th  (at^).  Wm  Girling 
Res,  a  male  from  Sept  2nd  to  19th  (scr),  two  females  on  Nov  3rd 
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(abi),  a  first-winter  female  from  Nov  21st  to  23rd  and  a  first-winter 
male  on  Dec  3rd  (rmc). 

M  Brent  Res,  a  female  on  Oct  21st  (jcs).  Broadwater  GP,  an  immature 
male  from  Jan  4th  to  6th  (cl,  rdnhs). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  an  immature  male  on  Nov  16th  and  17th  (cdrh,  djm). 
K  Thamesmead,  a  first-year  bird  on  Birchmere  Lake  on  Dec  5th  (nrw). 

S  Island  Bam  Res,  an  immature  bird  on  Dec  8th  (sjs). 

1989  Additional  Record 

M  Broadwater  GP,  a  female  on  Feb  1 8th  (cl). 

86  Long-tailed  Duck 

E  King  George  V  Res,  two  from  Nov  1st  to  Dec  3 1st  (rmc,  pjv  et  al). 

Two  birds  is  below  average  and  another  reflection  of  the  mild  weather  in 
both  winter  periods  of  1990. 

87  Common  Scoter 

E  King  George  V  Res,  two  females  on  Oct  22nd  with  one  there  on  Nov 
30th  (rmc).  Wm  Girling  Res,  a  female  on  Nov  5th  (rmc). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res,  a  male  on  June  19th  (gce). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  a  female/immature  on  Oct  7th  and  8th  (jah,  avm.  pn 
et  al). 

K  Chipstead  Lake,  a  female  on  Nov  10th  (trs).  Greenhithe,  seven  females 
on  Oct  22nd  (khp).  Thamesmead,  a  first-year  bird  on  Gallions  Reach 
from  Dec  26th  to  28th  (nrw). 

S  Island  Barn  Res,  a  male  on  Sept  15th  (sjs)  and  a  female  on  Oct  14th 
(MLd). 

A  below-average  year  with  only  ten  records  of  17  birds.  Unusually,  there 
were  no  spring  records. 

89  Velvet  Scoter 

E  Wm  Girling  Res,  an  immature  male  and  a  female  from  Oct  28th  to 
Nov  25th  (abi,  pjv  et  al). 

The  arrival  of  these  two  birds  coincided  with  an  influx  of  Scaup  and  the 
arrival  of  two  Long-tailed  Ducks  into  the  same  area. 

91  Goldeneye 

Winter  1990/91.  See  Table  1.  The  index  did  no  more  than  maintain 
its  level  from  last  year  despite  the  peak  monthly  count  being  some 
60%  higher  than  in  1989/90.  This  was  due  to  a  distinct  influx  in 
February  but  only  quite  low'  numbers  being  present  throughout  the 
rest  of  the  season. 

1990.  Totals  at  both  ends  of  the  year  were  down  on  those  in  1989.  Peak 
monthly  counts  from  principal  localities  (where  more  than  ten  were 
reported  at  sometime  during  the  year)  are  given  below  in  tabular  form. 
No  birds  summered  this  year  but  there  was  a  female  at  Staines  Res  from 
July  22nd  to  Sept  15th  (avm  et  al).  The  only  Inner  London  record  was  of 
a  first-winter  male  at  Surrey  Docks  from  Nov  1st  to  5th  (bb k). 
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Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

King  George  V  Res 

25 

40 

22 

- 

4 

6 

30 

Nazeing  GP 

21 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

22 

Wm  Girling  Res 

18 

30 

- 

- 

2 

15 

23 

H 

Cheshunt  GP 

5 

20 

9 

- 

- 

15 

- 

Stocker’s  Lake 

8 

9 

8 

1 

3 

12 

11 

M 

Broadwater  GP 

5 

19 

17 

2 

2 

7 

1 1 

King  George  VI  Res 

15 

12 

8 

33 

9 

7 

12 

Queen  Mary  Res 

18 

26 

6 

- 

1 

15 

18 

Shepperton  GP 

13 

32 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Staines  Res 

76 

81 

77 

50 

21 

46 

74 

Wraysbury  Res 

- 

- 

11 

- 

- 

- 

10 

B 

Queen  Mother  Res 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

19 

17 

Wraysbury  GP 

13 

2 

22 

- 

4 

6 

- 

S 

Bam  Elms  Res 

1 1 

8 

11 

- 

1 

6 

6 

Walton  Res 

27 

28 

46 

- 

28 

- 

13 

Totals 

242 

305 

216 

86 

71 

114 

245 

93  Smew 

A  standard  set  of  records  considering  the  mild  weather  prevailing  at 
either  end  of  the  year.  More  birds  were  present  during  the  second  winter 
period  and  the  only  double  figure  counts  were  in  December  from  Horton 
GP  and  Queen  Mary  Res.  Numbers  in  the  Lea  Valley  were  lower  than 
usual.  All  records  are  given  or  summarised  below. 

E  Fishers  Green,  four  (one  male)  in  January  and  February;  three  (one 
male)  in  November  and  December.  Walthamstow  Res,  a  female  on  Feb 
1 1th  and  a  male  from  Dec  15th  to  31st. 

H  Aldenham  Res,  a  female/immature  from  Jan  18th  to  22nd  and  again  on 
Feb  15th.  Amwell  GP,  a  female/immature  from  Dec  27th  until  the  year 
end.  Bowyers  GP,  a  female/immature  on  Feb  14th.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  a 
female  on  Jan  1 1th. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  a  female  on  Dec  7th.  Bugle  GP,  Upper  Halliford,  two 
(one  male)  on  Feb  27th.  Charlton  GP,  four  (one  male)  on  Jan  20th.  King 
George  VI  Res,  single  females  on  Nov  25th,  Dec  2nd  and  16th.  Queen 
Mary  GP,  one  in  January,  four  in  February  and  two  in  March.  Queen 
Mary  Res,  eight  (four  males)  on  Jan  21st  and  12  (five  males)  on  Dec  30th. 
Staines  Res,  a  female  on  Jan  27th,  a  male  on  Feb  24th,  two  (one  male)  on 
Mar  8th,  four  (two  males)  on  Mar  15th  and  one  female  on  Dec  16th. 

B  Horton  GP,  six  (four  males)  in  January  and  February,  two  (one  male)  in 
March  and  15  (five  males)  in  December.  Tilehouse  South  GP,  two  on 
Jan  14th.  Tilehouse  North  GP,  a  single  male  from  Jan  6th  to  Feb  24th 
and  from  Dec  13th  to  29th,  and  a  pair  on  Dec  30th  and  31st.  Wraysbury 
GP,  seven  in  January,  six  in  February,  three  in  March,  one  in  November 
and  three  in  December. 

S  Hersham  GP,  a  female/immature  on  Dec  23rd. 

94  Red-breasted  Merganser 

There  were  only  seven  records  involving  eight  birds;  unusually  all  of 
these  were  drakes.  The  series  of  February  records  on  the  Lower  Thames 
may  all  be  related  to  the  same  two  birds.  ‘The  bird  in  Essex  in  June  was 
very  unseasonaf.  All  records  are  given  below. 

E  River  Thames  at  Rainham,  a  male  on  Feb  10th  (kb).  Walthamstow  Res, 
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a  male  from  Feb  4th  to  6th  (DLf).  Wm  Girling  Res,  a  male  on  June  14th 
(PJV). 

K  Crossness,  a  male  on  Feb  4th  (dd<2,  rg/?).  Dartford  Marsh,  two  males 
on  Feb  2nd  (rw n,  cw«).  Thamesmead,  a  male  on  Gallions  Reach  on 
Feb  17th  (nrw). 

95  Goosander 

Winter  1990/91.  The  index  more  than  doubled,  again  thanks  to  a 
notable  influx  in  January  and  February. 

1990.  Peak  monthly  counts  from  principal  localities  (those  where  more 
than  15  were  reported  at  some  time  during  the  year)  are  given  in  tabular 
form  below.  There  were  no  records  between  May  and  September  and  no 
Inner  London  records. 


E 

King  George  V  Res 

Jan 

20 

Feb 

6 

Mar 

5 

Apr 

Oct 

Nov 

24 

Dec 

24 

Wm  Girling  Res 

35 

36 

57 

7 

- 

- 

65 

M 

Bushy  Park 

14 

18 

3 

- 

- 

4 

6 

King  George  VI  Res 

14 

13 

19 

1 

- 

6 

10 

Queen  Mary  Res 

30 

20 

18 

- 

- 

1 

20 

Staines  Res 

18 

17 

13 

- 

1 

15 

13 

Wraysbury  Res 

26 

27 

31 

- 

- 

1 

51 

B 

Wraysbury  GP 

- 

15 

3 

- 

- 

- 

48 

S 

Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res 

- 

15 

3 

- 

- 

- 

17 

Walton  Res 

13 

23 

24 

2 

- 

3 

48 

96  Ruddy  Duck 

Winter  1990/91.  This  species  goes  from  strength  to  strength  in  our 
Area  with  the  index  tripling  to  a  massive  new  high  at  886.  The  peak 
count  of  201  birds  on  the  surveyed  waters  in  February  1991,  is  much 
higher  than  any  previous  maximum. 

1990.  Ten  breeding  pairs  were  noted,  seven  of  which  were  at  Brent  Res. 
from  four  localities;  the  best  ever  breeding  season  for  this  species  in  the 
London  Area.  Details  of  breeding  and  summering  birds,  peak  monthly 
counts  from  the  principal  localities  (those  where  more  than  five  were 
reported  at  some  time  during  the  year)  in  tabular  form  and  all  Inner 
London  records  are  given  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

H 

Hilfield  Park  Res 

92 

88 

77 

- 

15 

31 

48 

91 

114 

Stocker’s  Lake 

10 

16 

12 

- 

10 

13 

14 

8 

M 

Brent  Res 

- 

- 

6 

15 

4 

28 

- 

15 

- 

Broadwater  GP 

47 

22 

.  15 

12 

- 

- 

- 

24 

52 

Charlton  GP 

4 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20 

15 

Queen  Mary  Res 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15 

'yy 

S 

Q.  Elizabeth  II  Res 

- 

15 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Walton  Res 

43 

40 

35 

12 

- 

- 

1 

24 

25 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  June  3rd. 

H  Broxbourne  GP,  a  pair  on  June  24th.  Cheshunt  GP.  one  brood  in  July. 
Hilfield  Park  Res,  seven  in  June  when  one  nest  found.  Stocker's  Lake, 
six  in  June,  three  in  July  and  ten  in  August  but  no  evidence  of 
breeding. 

M  Brent  Res,  seven  pairs  bred.  Broadwater  GP,  a  female  on  May  29th. 
Charlton  GP,  two  on  May  16th.  Kempton  Park  Res.  a  pair  present  in 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  1990 


41 


May  and  August.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  in  April  and  May 
and  two  in  June  and  July  (ard).  St  James’s  Park,  up  to  eight  seen  but 
no  evidence  of  breeding  (pjo). 

S  Hogsmill  SF,  one  pair  bred  with  three  young  seen  on  June  7th.  Lonsdale 
Road  Res,  four  males  in  early  May.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  a 
male  on  June  4th  (bm). 

99  Red  Kite 

K  South  Norwood  CP,  one  on  Mar  13th  (ajb). 

After  the  deluge  of  up  to  ten  birds  in  1988,  the  complete  absence  of 
records  during  1989  was  rather  surprising.  Five  of  the  1988  birds  were 
also  during  March,  although  prior  to  that  there  had  only  been  one  March 
record. 

103  Marsh  Harrier 

E  Hackney /Ley  ton,  a  female  on  Mar  17th  (GRh).  North  Romford,  a  female 

on  Apr  15th  (mkd).  Orsett  Fen,  a  male  on  Apr  9th  (asc).  Rainham 
Marsh,  a  female  on  Mar  31st,  a  male  on  May  19th  (mkd,  srp)  and  a 
female  on  many  dates  in  June  (scr,  jw h). 

H  Beech  Farm  GP,  a  male  on  Feb  25th  (spp).  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Aug  25th 
(rmrg). 

M  Enfield  Lock,  a  female  or  immature  flew  NNE  on  Nov  23rd  (scr). 

K  Chislehurst,  one  on  Apr  28th  (jgu).  Dartford  Marsh,  a  juvenile  on  Aug 
25th  (ajm,  bew). 

S  Beddington  SF,  a  female  on  Apr  20th  arrived  from  NE  and  left  to  NW 
(nmp),  and  a  female  on  Apr  22nd  (gmm,  amp). 

Another  excellent  year  with  13  records  (the  best  year  yet),  all  but  two  in 
the  east  of  our  Area.  There  have  now  been  approximately  79  records, 
although  it  is  worth  remembering  that  there  had  only  been  six  records 
prior  to  1975. 

104  Hen  Harrier 

All  records  are  given  and  refer  to  ‘ring-tails’  (ie  female  or  immature 
birds)  unless  otherwise  stated. 

E  Aveley,  two  on  Oct  7th  (gre).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Jan  9th  (mah) 
and  one  on  Nov  10th  (srp). 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  male  on  Oct  22nd  (gjw). 

M  Harefield,  one  on  Jan  5th  flew  over  Park  Wood  (jwh). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Sept  9th  (ajm). 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  a  male  flew  E  on  Apr  25th  (gwjh,  dm,  kp«). 

Seven  records  is  a  typical  showing,  but  the  absence  of  wintering  birds 
from  the  Thames-side  marshes  sadly  continues. 

106  Montagu’s  Harrier 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  a  ‘ring-tail’  on  June  15th  and  16th  (mwe,  ph,  jw h  et 
a  l ). 

The  15th  London  record  and  the  fourth  in  the  last  five  years. 
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108  Sparrowhawk 

Breeding  status  is  shown  in  the  table  below,  with  all  other  records 
summarised  under  the  county  headings  and  Inner  London  records  given 


Pairs  proved 
breeding 

Pairs  probably 
breeding 

Pairs  present  in 
breeding  season 

Totals 

Essex 

3 

5 

2 

10 

Middx 

12 

7 

7 

26 

Herts 

16 

3 

6 

25 

Bucks 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Kent 

- 

— 

2 

2 

Surrey 

31 

9 

4 

44 

62 

25 

21 

108 

The  overall  total  of  108  pairs  is  easily  the  best  ever,  surpassing  the 
previous  best  of  65  in  1984.  Furthermore  the  total  of  successful  pairs  is 
more  than  double  that  of  any  previous  year.  No  doubt  one  of  the  reasons 
for  the  excellent  coverage  is  the  current  Atlas  project,  which  is  still  in 
progress.  Particularly  encouraging  is  the  broad  spread  of  breeding  birds 
across  the  Area,  Essex  and  Kent  excepted.  The  renaissance  of  this  small 
raptor  continues  unabated  following  its  decimation  as  a  result  of 
organochlorine  pesticide  poisoning  in  the  late  1950s. 

E  A  total  of  three  pairs  bred,  otherwise  reported  from  a  typical  20  sites. 

H  At  least  12  pairs  bred,  providing  a  strong  indication  of  its  continued 
expansion  across  the  county.  Reported  from  a  total  of  42  sites  during  the 
year. 

M  Sixteen  pairs  were  proved  to  have  bred,  rearing  a  minimum  of  22  young. 
Inner  London:  Aberdare  Gardens,  NW6,  one  on  July  17th  (DR£>). 
Kentish  Town,  one  on  Mar  15th  (rjw).  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on 
Apr  16th  (mgi).  Regent’s  Park,  one  or  two  seen  on  many  dates  from 
January  to  Apr  5th  and  from  July  2nd  to  the  end  of  the  year  (ard). 

B  Records  were  received  from  seven  sites,  of  which  only  two  were  during 
the  breeding  season. 

K  Twenty  six  sites  reported  birds  during  the  year,  but  only  three  sites 
during  the  breeding  season.  There  seems  little  sign  in  this  county  of  the 
expansion  that  is  evident  in  the  north  and  west  of  the  London  Area. 

S  A  remarkably  thorough  breeding  survey,  mostly  by  one  observer  (mjc) 
produced  an  exceptional  total  of  31  successful  pairs,  with  a  further  nine 
pairs  almost  certainly  raising  young.  At  least  110  young  reached  the 
flying  stage.  Remarkably  three  pairs  each  laid  seven  eggs,  with  two  of 
these  pairs  astonishingly  raising  all  seven  young,  which  is  apparently 
quite  unprecedented.  Inner  London:  Battersea  High  Street,  one  on  Mar 
6th  (pjs).  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  Mar  2nd,  15th,  Nov  5th,  9th.  24th 
and  a  pair  on  Dec  21st  (bm).  Lockington  Road,  SW8.  one  on  Sept  1st 
(bm).  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Nov  15th  (bb k). 

109  Buzzard 

E  Hainault  Forest,  one  on  Aug  7th  (mkd).  Locality  withheld,  one  or  two 
during  June  and  July  (DA d,  CG/i,  JTS). 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Aug  27th  (Ml,  br). 
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M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  flew  SW  on  Sept  1 1th  (ard). 

There  has  been  no  recorded  nesting  of  Buzzards  in  the  London  Area  for 
probably  over  200  years,  although  two  birds  apparently  established 
territory  near  Oxted  in  1937  before  being  shot  by  keepers.  The  presence 
of  two  birds  together  during  the  summer  raises  interesting  speculation. 

1988  Additional  Record 

S  South  Croydon  Station,  one  on  Aug  24th  (DGr). 

Buzzard  sp 

M  Bushy  Park,  one  on  Sept  22nd  (mwk). 

S  Sixty  Acre  Wood,  one  on  June  9th  (pas). 

113  Osprey 

E  Romford,  one  flew  S  on  Aug  25th  (ih). 

M  Ponders  End  Lake,  one  on  Sept  12th  (sc/'). 

Apart  from  a  single  record  in  1986,  this  is  the  worst  showing  for  this  fine 
raptor  since  1973.  The  species  has  averaged  four  records  per  annum 
during  the  last  20  years. 

115  Kestrel 


All  reports  of  breeding  or  summering  are  summarised  in  the  table  below. 


Pairs  proved 
breeding 

Pairs  probably 
breeding 

Pairs  present  in 
breeding  season 

Totals 

Essex 

22 

— 

4 

26 

Herts 

8 

3 

6 

17 

Middx 

23 

2 

5 

30 

Inner  London 

6 

2 

2 

10 

Bucks 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Kent 

5 

5 

5 

15 

Surrey 

11 

- 

7 

18 

75 

12 

29 

116 

Another  good  breeding  season  with  above  average  totals,  although  not 
quite  matching  the  record  year  of  1989. 

M/S  Inner  London:  Pairs  bred  at  the  following  sites  -  Battersea  Park; 
Kensington  Church  Street;  Leonard  Street,  EC2;  Regent’s  Park  (3  pairs 
in  the  area)  and  St  Luke’s  Church,  SW10.  Additional  birds  were  seen 
during  the  breeding  season  at  Euston  Square,  NW1,  Potters  Fields/ 
Guy’s  Tower,  SE1  and  Surrey  Docks. 

117  Red-footed  Falcon 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  a  first-summer  female  from  May  31st  to  June  17th  (scr 
et  al). 

Despite  some  notable  national  influxes  in  recent  years  this  is  only  the 
fifth  London  record  and  the  second  in  the  last  20  years.  The  large 
number  of  Kestrels  hunting  over  the  Rainham  Marshes  is  adequate 
testimony  to  the  richness  of  the  area  for  small  raptors.  Long  may  it 
survive. 
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118  Merlin 

E  Berwick  Ponds/Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  two  birds  commuted  between 
these  two  sites  from  January  to  March  and  from  November  to  December 
(abi,  mkd  et  al). 

M  Heathrow  Airport,  a  male  on  Oct  21st  and  29th  (jas).  Queen  Mary  GP. 
a  female/immature  on  Aug  27th  (pml).  Staines  Res,  a  male  on  Oct  24th 
(cl).  Stanmore  CP.  a  male  on  Oct  20th  (db /?). 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  one  on  Nov  14th  (fb).  Dartford  Marsh,  a  female  on  Jan 
15th  (bew)  and  Dec  22nd  (ajm).  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  a  first-year 
male  trapped  on  Dec  19th  (jdh). 

S  Buckland  SP,  a  female  on  Dec  16th  (gwjh.  mhv).  South  Norwood  CP. 
one  on  Nov  18th  (mi). 

Another  good  year;  the  birds  wintering  in  the  Berwick  Ponds/Rainham 
area  may  well  have  crossed  the  Thames  into  Kent  on  occasions.  From 
eight  to  12  birds  were  involved  in  this  year's  sightings. 

119  Hobby 

A  record  total  of  nine  pairs  bred,  rearing  at  least  15  young,  no  doubt  in 
part  aided  by  the  hot,  dry  summer.  Five  more  pairs  were  present  on 
territory  and  probably  bred.  The  first  sighting  of  the  year  was  at  Hilfield 
Park  Res  on  Apr  10th  (cib)  and  the  last  over  South  Norw  ood  CP  on  Oct 
10th  (jb d). 

E  One  pair  bred  successfully  raising  one  young,  with  a  further  three  pairs 
in  territory.  Recorded  at  a  total  of  13  sites. 

H  Four  pairs  bred,  at  least  three  of  which  were  successful.  Two 
further  pairs  were  on  territory.  Recorded  from  16  sites. 

M  Three  pairs  bred  successfully.  Recorded  from  20  sites.  Inner  London: 
Regent's  Park,  one  on  five  dates  between  Sept  9th  and  19th  (ard). 

B  Birds  were  reported  from  five  sites  during  the  year. 

K  Recorded  from  eight  localities  during  the  year. 

S  One  pair  bred  successfully;  reported  from  18  sites  during  the  year.  Inner 
London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Aug  10th  (bm). 
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123  Peregrine 

See  also  Appendix  I. 

H  Am  well  GP,  one  on  Apr  12th  (br,  gjw). 

M  Upper  Halliford,  one  on  Sept  26th  (jas).  Inner  London:  Regent’s 
Park,  an  adult  male  flew  W  at  08.10  hrs  on  Mar  29th  (ard). 

K  Crossness,  an  adult  male  was  watched  pursuing  Dunlin  on  Mar  8th  over 
Erith  Marshes  (nrw). 

Four  records  is  better  than  average;  spring  sightings  predominated  this 
year. 

129  Red-legged  Partridge 

The  number  of  pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season  in  each  county  is 
shown  in  the  table  below. 

Essex  Herts  Middx  Bucks  Kent  Surrey  Total 

24  5  1  -  .3  1  34 

The  total  of  34  pairs  is  marginally  up  on  last  year’s  total  of  30  pairs, 
however  70%  of  all  pairs  were  in  Essex  which  provides  a  good  idea  of 
the  current  distribution  of  this  gamebird  in  London.  Breeding  season 
records  (numbers  of  pairs  in  brackets)  and  highest  counts  are  given 
below. 

E  Hainault  (7).  King  George  V  Res  (1).  North  Ockendon  (7).  Passingford 
Bridge  (7).  Rainham  Marsh  (1).  Wm  Girling  Res  (1).  Fairlop,  21  on  Jan 
3rd. 

H  Barnet  (1).  Beech  Farm  GP  (1).  Chiswell  Green  (1).  Drop  Lane  (1). 

Tyttenhanger  GP  (1).  Amwell  GP,  22  on  Jan  26th. 

M  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield  ( 1  +). 

K  Crayford  Marsh  (1).  Dartford  Marsh  (2). 

S  Epsom  Common  (1). 

130  Grey  Partridge 

The  number  of  pairs  present  during  the  breeding  season  in  each  county 
is  shown  in  the  table  below. 

Essex  Herts  Middx  Bucks  Kent  Surrey  Total 

23  6  4  -  3  4  '  39 

This  year’s  figures  were  more  than  double  those  achieved  in  1989  - 
largely  due  to  a  substantial  increase  in  the  number  of  pairs  reported  from 
Essex.  The  totals  outside  Essex  seem  to  be  fairly  stable,  although 
disappointingly  low.  Fluctuations  of  annual  totals  in  Essex  may  reflect 
observer  coverage.  All  breeding  season  records  (number  of  pairs  in 
brackets)  and  highest  counts  are  given  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds  (4).  Bobbingworth  (1).  Rainham  Marsh  (11);  up  to  20 
between  September  and  December.  Roding  Valley  (1).  Stanford  Rivers 
(3).  Stapleford  (1).  Stondon  Massey  (1).  Toot  Hill  (1). 

H  Amwell  GP  (1).  Chiswell  Green,  14  on  Oct  17th.  Coopers  Green  (1). 
Little  Berkhampsted  (1).  Panshanger  (2);  15  on  Dec  23rd.  Tyttenhanger 
GP  (1);  12  on  Oct  1 1th. 
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M  Feltham  Marshalling  Yards  (1).  Hampton  Court  Park  (1).  Perry  Oaks  SF. 

ten  on  Oct  28th.  Ruislip  (1).  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield  (1). 

K  Crossness  (1).  Dartford  Marsh  (2);  12  on  Oct  25th. 

S  Field  Common,  Hersham  (1).  Ham  Lands  (1).  Holmethorpe  SP  (1), 
Richmond  Park  (1). 

131  Quail 

E  Orsett  Fen,  one  heard  calling  on  May  14th  (asc). 

K  Horton  Kirby,  one  heard  calling  from  a  barley  field  at  dusk  on  June  14th  (khp). 

Two  typical  records. 

133  Pheasant 

The  number  of  pairs  reported  during  the  breeding  season  (totals  in 
brackets)  and  any  records  suggestive  of  breeding  are  given  below, 
together  with  details  of  highest  counts. 

E  Dagnam  Park  (8).  Rainham  Marsh  (16).  Waltham  Abbey  (6). 

H  Amwell  GP  (3).  Barnet  (2).  Bricketwood  (5).  Haberdashers  School,  32 
on  Nov  9th.  Rye  Meads  (3).  Totteridge  (1). 

M  Hampton  Court  (1).  Harefield  (1).  Mill  Hill  (1).  Syon  Park  (1). 

K  Bexley  (1).  Dartford  Marsh  (1).  Dartford  Sewage  Works  (1). 

Lullingstone  Park  (2).  Thamesmead  (1). 

S  Beddington  SF  (2).  Holmethorpe  SP  (1).  Mitcham  Common  (1).  South 
Norwood  Country  Park  (2+). 

136  Water  Rail 

Good  totals  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  year  reflect  influxes  due  to 
cold  weather  in  November  1989  and  pre-Christmas  1990,  respectively. 
The  table  below  details  the  number  of  birds  present  each  month  during 
the  first  and  last  four  months  of  the  year. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Essex 

12 

10 

11 

2 

— 

5 

8 

11 

Herts 

6 

4 

7 

— 

1 

5 

7 

20 

Middx 

26 

25 

22 

— 

1 

1 

10 

21 

Bucks 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Kent 

10 

6 

5 

1 

1 

- 

j 

4 

Surrey 

3 

1 

— 

— 

4 

6 

1 

1 

57 

46 

45 

3 

7 

17 

29 

58 

Four  pairs  bred  this  year,  with  a  further  two  pairs  present  during  the 
summer.  Details  of  breeding  season  records  and  peak  counts,  singles 
unless  stated,  at  each  site  during  the  year  (in  brackets)  are  given  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds  (6);  four  pairs  bred.  Dagenham  Chase  (2);  two  pairs 
present  during  the  summer.  Fairlop.  Fishers  Green  (4).  Roding  Valley. 
Sewardstone.  Waltham  Abbey  (3). 

H  Amwell  GP.  Cheshunt  GP  (16).  Cassiobury  Park.  Park  Street  GP.  River 
Chess  at  Rickmansworth  (2).  Rye  Meads  (3).  Stanstead  Abbotts. 
Stocker's  Lake  (2). 

M  Alexandra  Park.  Brent  Res  (20).  Hampstead  Heath.  Harefield  Place  GP. 
Queen  Mary  GP  (3).  River  Colne  by  Broadwater  GP  (2).  Ruislip  Lido. 
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Springwell  WCB  (3). 

B  Wraysbury  GP. 

K  Foots  Cray  Meadows.  Littlebrook  GP.  Northfleet,  Blue  Lake.  Petts 
Wood.  Ruxley  GP  (4).  Sevenoaks  Reserve  (3).  Thamesmead  (1). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.  Beddington  SF.  Brooklands  SF.  Epsom  Common. 
Richmond  Park,  Pen  Ponds  (4). 

142  Moorhen 

Details  of  high  counts,  large  breeding  concentrations  and  Inner  London 
records  are  given  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  50  on  Jan  5th.  Fishers  Green,  35  on  Oct  20th.  Hainault, 
eight  pairs  bred;  35  during  November  and  December.  Rainham  Marsh, 
24  territories. 

H  Amwell  GP,  nine  pairs  bred;  40  during  January.  Cassiobury  Park,  39  on 
Jan  4th  and  47  on  Mar  6th.  Cheshunt  GP,  31  pairs  bred.  Gade  Valley,  13 
territories  during  the  summer;  41  on  Dec  17th.  Verulamium,  44  on  Dec  1st. 
M  Brent  Res,  31  pairs  bred;  57  on  Feb  23rd,  on  Mar  6th  and  58  in 
September.  Queen  Mary  GP,  up  to  60  during  December.  Inner  London: 
bred  at  the  following  sites  (with  the  number  of  pairs,  where  known,  in 
brackets):  Barbican,  EC2.  New  River  Walk.  Regent’s  Park  (15).  St 
James’s  Park,  58  on  Nov  20th. 

K  The  highest  counts  were:  31  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  Jan  16th,  28  at 
Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  Mar  10th,  25  at  Dartford  Sewage  Works  in 
November  and  24  along  the  Darenth  Valley  Walk  on  Feb  5th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  up  to  six  pairs  bred.  Lonsdale  Road  Res,  six  pairs  bred. 
Richmond  Park,  Pen  Ponds,  49  in  November.  River  Wandle,  35  pairs.  Inner 
London:  Battersea  Park,  three  pairs  bred.  Surrey  Docks,  at  least  two  pairs  bred. 

145  Coot 

Details  of  large  breeding  concentrations,  peak  monthly  counts  outside 
the  breeding  season  from  principal  localities  (those  where  200  or  more 
were  reported  at  some  time  during  the  year)  in  tabular  form  as  well  as  a 
record  of  a  partial  albino  are  given  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

King  George  V  Res 

600 

400 

- 

1000 

1800 

350 

800 

Roydon  GP 

400 

250 

150 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Walthamstow  Res 

301 

319 

310 

488 

539 

486 

444 

H 

Amwell  GP 

270 

149 

112 

333 

367 

348 

356 

Cheshunt  GP 

- 

- 

- 

- 

985 

1185 

976 

Hilfield  Park  Res 

120 

144 

76 

— 

- 

280 

— 

Rye  Meads 

— 

- 

- 

294 

114 

112 

68 

Stocker’s  Lake 

— 

- 

320 

296 

173 

— 

Troy  Mill  GP 

— 

- 

— 

— 

550 

- 

M 

Brent  Res 

231 

10N 

— 

— 

530 

500 

Broadwater  GP 

— 

— 

— 

— 

570 

— 

Ponders  End  Lake 

— 

200 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Staines  Res 

118 

96 

46 

1017 

1131 

680 

545 

St  James’s  Park 

186 

— 

— 

— 

- 

200 

- 

Stoke  Newington  Res 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

344 

K 

Littlebrook  GP 

66 

37 

- 

105 

197 

— 

200 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

217 

105 

48 

— 

160 

165 

142 

Thamesmead 

177 

150 

— 

too 

86 

241 

238 

S 

Bam  Elms  Res 

67 

51 

51 

112 

166 

213 

203 

Walton  Res 

739 

365 

77 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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E  Walthamstow  Res,  15  broods  (19  in  1989  and  21  in  1988). 

H  Amwell  GP,  26  pairs  bred  (22  in  1988  and  1989).  Cheshunt  GP.  90  pairs 
bred  (75  in  1989  and  82  in  1988). 

M  Brent  Res,  59  pairs  bred  (62  in  1989).  Staines  Res,  a  partial  albino  on 
Apr  21st  and  24th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  16  pairs  bred.  St 
James’s  Park,  28  nests  located  during  May. 

S  River  Wandle,  21  pairs  bred.  Waddon  Parks,  17  pairs  bred,  13  of  which 
successfully  raised  young.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  eight  pairs 
bred.  Surrey  Docks,  three  pairs  attempted  to  breed,  at  least  one 
successfully. 

146  Crane 

K  Crayford,  at  least  one  was  heard  flying  over  at  20.00  hrs  on  Apr  6th 
(ajm). 

Only  the  sixth  record  for  London  and  the  first  in  April.  The  first  record 
this  century  involved  a  flock  of  birds  flying  over  calling  at  night  in  May 
1924. 

151  Oystercatcher 

The  only  breeding  records  came  from  the  Lower  Thames,  where 
single  pairs  bred  as  usual  at  both  Rainham  Marsh  and  West 
Thurrock  (where  up  to  five  were  present  between  February  and 
May),  and  a  pair  summered,  was  seen  mating,  and  may  have  bred  at 
Crossness.  Other  records  are  given  below,  and  refer  to  single  birds 
unless  otherwise  stated.  Over  half  the  records  occurred  during 
spring  passage  between  Mar  5th  and  June  1st,  with  at  least  24  birds 
in  May,  but  there  were  rather  fewer  at  other  times  of  the  year. 
August  (normally  the  best  month  in  autumn)  produced  only  nine 
birds. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  May  29th.  Fishers  Green,  Apr  30th  and  May  1st  (3). 
King  George  V  Res,  Mar  23rd,  Apr  14th,  May  1st,  Aug  7th  and  15th, 
Sept  10th,  11th  and  24th,  and  Nov  23rd.  Waltham  Abbey,  Oct  29th. 
Walthamstow  Res,  Aug  11th.  Wm  Girling  Res,  Apr  30th  and  Sept  15th 
and  16th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  May  29th.  Bowyers  GP,  Apr  25th  and  Nov  7th.  Hilfield 
Park  Res,  Aug  18th.  Rye  Meads,  Apr  27th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  Jan  1st. 
Waltham  Cross,  Jan  26th. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  Jan  1st,  Mar  18th.  May  12th  and  28th.  Highway 
Farm  pools,  Harefield,  Mar  25th  and  30th,  Apr  8th  and  22nd. 
Moorhall  GP,  Apr  12th  and  25th,  May  7th  and  11th.  Queen  Mary 
GP,  Aug  4th.  Staines  Res,  Mar  23rd,  28th  (6)  and  31st,  May  2nd  (2). 
6th,  7th,  13th,  20th,  22nd,  23rd,  26th,  27th  (2),  28th  and  31st  (2), 
June  1st,  July  10th  and  24th,  Aug  2nd  (2),  7th  and  1 1th.  Wraysbury 
Res,  Mar  4th. 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  Apr  22nd  (2),  May  5th,  Aug  8th  and  Oct  6th.  Dartford 
Marsh,  Mar  5th  (2),  26th  and  27th,  Apr  14th  (4)  and  18th  (2),  May  4th 
(4)  and  17th,  July  4th,  Aug  14th  and  31st.  Dartford  Sewage  Works,  two 
in  March,  one  in  May  and  June,  and  two  in  July.  Erith  Marshes,  May 
20th.  Littlebrook  GP.  June  21st,  July  13th  (2)  and  Aug  7th.  Sevenoaks 
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Reserve,  Jan  20th  and  21st  and  presumably  just  one  bird  on  many  dates 
between  Feb  1st  and  26th.  Swanscombe,  Feb  18th  (3),  Mar  4th  and  May 
15th.  Thamesmead,  May  2nd  (2). 

S  Beddington  SF,  May  1st.  Island  Bam  Res,  Oct  7th. 

153  Avocet 

E  King  George  V  Res,  two  on  Apr  30th,  and  four  (including  two 
juveniles)  on  Aug  18th  (rmc  et  al ). 

M  Staines  Res,  14  on  June  1st  (nh),  two  of  which  remained  until  June  3rd 
(mo),  and  one  swimming  in  deep  water  on  Dec  1st  (pn  et  al). 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  from  June  14th  to  16th  (gdjm  et  al).  South 
Norwood  CP,  two  for  just  over  an  hour  on  May  18th  (jb d,  mi). 

These  24  birds  make  this  the  best  year  since  a  similar  number  in  1984; 
the  flock  of  14  is  the  third  largest  seen  in  the  London  Area. 

154  Stone-curlew 

H  Broxboume  Woods,  one  on  Apr  28th  (AHr). 

The  last  records  of  this  species  in  the  London  Area  were  as  long  ago  as 
1982,  hardly  surprising  in  view  of  its  national  decline  as  a  breeding 
species. 

158  Little  Ringed  Plover 

The  following  table  summarises  records  of  pairs  in  the  breeding  season. 


Sites 

Pairs  proved 
breeding 

Other  pairs 
present 

Total 

pairs 

Essex 

7 

8 

11 

19 

Herts 

6 

14 

4 

18 

Middx 

7 

19 

5 

24 

Bucks 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Kent 

3 

2 

1 

3 

Surrey 

6 

9 

1 

10 

Totals 

30 

53 

22 

75 

The  total  of  75  breeding  pairs  is  probably  an  all  time  high  for  the  London 
Area,  but  was  to  some  extent  artificially  boosted  by  the  exceptional  total 
of  15  pairs  taking  advantage  of  the  temporary  habitat  created  by  the 
drainage  of  Staines  Res  north  basin  in  March.  Thames  Water  are  to  be 
congratulated  on  their  enlightened  attitude  in  refraining  from  pumping 
water  into  the  basin,  despite  a  pressing  need  to  replenish  reservoir 
holdings  during  the  summer  drought.  First  arrivals  in  the  spring  were 
again  early,  with  singles  at  both  Netherhall  GP  and  Rye  Meads  on  Mar 
1 3th  being  the  first  recorded.  Late  summer  gatherings  included  flocks  of 
12  at  Beech  Farm  GP  on  July  7th,  15  at  King  George  V  Res  on  July 
15th,  12  at  Rainham  Marsh  in  July  and  21  at  Staines  Res  on  July  21st. 
Most  birds  had  gone  by  the  end  of  August,  and  the  last  record  of  the  year 
was  a  single  at  Queen  Mother  Res  on  Sept  28th. 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  up  to  two  birds  were  present  in  a  former 
breeding  area  from  Apr  20th  to  30th  (bb k). 
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159  Ringed  Plover 

A  total  of  33  pairs  either  bred  or  were  on  territory  during  the  summer 
months,  a  very  large  increase  on  the  previous  year,  but  this  was  almost 
solely  accounted  for  by  the  ten  pairs  which  bred  on  the  temporarily 
drained  basin  at  Staines  Res  -  otherwise  numbers  were  almost  identical 
to  1989.  All  breeding  records,  monthly  maxima  for  regular  sites,  other 
high  counts  and  an  Inner  London  record  are  shown  below. 

E  Single  pairs  were  present  at  Fishers  Green  in  March  and  April,  at 
Netherhall  GP  from  March  to  June,  and  a  pair  summered  at  Berwick 
Ponds.  Along  the  Lower  Thames,  four  pairs  bred  at  Rainham  Marsh  and 
two  at  West  Thurrock.  Highest  monthly  counts  at  these  last  two  sites 
outside  the  breeding  season  were  as  follows. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mat- 

Apt- 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Rainham  Marsh 

20 

10 

20 

65 

70 

110 

50 

70 

110 

West  Thurrock 

75 

50 

30 

— 

110 

250 

220 

20 

50 

H  Amwell  GP,  two  pairs  bred.  Broxboume  GP,  two  pairs  summered,  one 
of  which  bred.  Smug  Oak  Lane,  one  pair  raised  three  young. 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  one  pair  bred.  Staines  Res,  ten  pairs  on  the  north  basin 
raised  at  least  18  young.  Monthly  maxima  (March  to  September)  at 
Perry  Oaks  SF  and  the  nearby  Staines  Res  are  shown  in  the  following 
table.  There  were  no  records  outside  the  period  Mar  1 1th  to  Sept  20th. 
Peak  counts  of  migrants  at  Perry  Oaks  SF  were  on  May  22nd,  Aug  18th 
and  20th  and  Sept  9th,  and  at  Staines  Res  on  May  20th. 


Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Perry  Oaks  SF 

2 

82 

— 

3 

44 

42 

Staines  Res 

5 

1 1 

86 

24 

34 

21 

13 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  13  on  Sept  8th.  Wraysbury  GP,  one  pair  bred. 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  there  were  probably  three  pairs  in  April;  highest  counts 

here  were  22  on  May  5th,  63  on  Sept  29th  and  45  on  Oct  9th.  Crossness, 
17  in  December.  Dartford  Marsh,  peak  counts  of  22  on  May  12th.  120 
on  Aug  21st,  110  on  Sep  19th  and  70  on  Oct  2nd.  Swanscombe,  50  on 
Dec  30th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  13  on  Aug  19th.  Hersham  GP,  four  pairs  bred.  Inner 
London:  Surrey  Docks,  two  were  seen  at  Nelson  Dock  on  four  dates 
between  Mar  18th  and  Apr  6th  (bbQ. 

165  Golden  Plover 

Well  known  for  its  allegiance  to  traditional  wintering  grounds,  large 
flocks  were  again  present  at  the  usual  sites  in  Essex  and  Herts.  Numbers 
were  well  up  in  the  second  winter  period  at  Fairlop.  which  is  normally 
the  favourite  site,  but  the  count  of  1,500  at  Stanborough  surpasses  even 
this,  and  matches  the  all  time  high  for  Fairlop  (and  London)  in 
December  1987.  Highest  monthly  counts  are  given  for  regular  localities, 
together  with  all  other  notable  records. 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP,  100  on  Mar  4th.  Fairlop,  700  on  Jan  18th,  220  on 
Mar  17th,  210  on  Apr  1 1th,  a  single  bird  on  June  30th,  14  on  Sept  14th, 
200  on  Oct  14th  increasing  to  1,260  on  Dec  14th.  Fishers  Green,  17  on 
Mar  13th.  Hainault,  400  on  Nov  1st.  North  Ockendon,  300  on  Feb  18th. 
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H  Amwell  GP,  ten  on  Dec  9th.  Broad  Colney,  60  on  Mar  10th,  one  until 
May  29th.  Coursers  Road  Fields,  543  on  Jan  24th  and  165  on  Oct  26th. 
Hilfield  Park  Res,  1 1  flew  over  on  Oct  26th.  Radlett  Aerodrome,  60  on 
Nov  25th.  Salisbury  Hall,  460  on  Jan  20th  and  39  on  Oct  28th. 
Symondshyde,  375  on  Jan  1st.  Stanborough,  300  on  Nov  9th,  increased 
to  1,000  by  17th  and  1,500  by  30th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  six  on  Oct  11th, 
18  on  Nov  28th,  and  500  on  Dec  8th. 

M  Staines  Moor,  1 1  on  Jan  18th,  13  on  Nov  30th  and  25  on  Dec  20th. 

.  Staines  Res,  20  on  Jan  2nd,  12  on  Feb  3rd,  22  on  Mar  4th,  six  on  Apr 

1st,  singles  on  Aug  11th  and  Sept  16th,  two  on  Oct  8th,  13  on  Nov  25th, 
and  25  on  several  dates  in  December. 

S  Walton  Res,  13  on  Dec  31st. 

166  Grey  Plover 

E  Aveley,  two  on  Feb  15th  (gre).  Fairlop,  one  on  Sept  23rd  (abi).  King 

George  V  Res,  one  on  Aug  3rd  (rmc),  two  on  Sept  13th  (pjv),  seven 

on  Sept  23rd  (rmc),  two  of  which  remained  until  26th  and  one  until 
28th  (rmc,  br),  one  on  Oct  12th  (at d)  and  four  on  21st  (pjv). 
Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Mar  15th,  six  on  May  5th,  two  on  7th,  one  on 
June  1st,  20  on  Sept  23rd,  three  on  30th,  six  on  Oct  23rd,  three  on  Nov 
2nd  and  seven  from  10th  until  the  end  of  the  year  (mkd  et  al ). 
West  Thurrock,  singles  on  May  3rd  and  Oct  21st,  three  on  Dec  2nd 
(sc/*),  and  four  on  Dec  16th  (mkd).  Wm  Girling  Res,  singles  from  May 
3rd  to  5th  (rmc)  and  on  Sept  16th  (rmc,  jf). 

H  Amwell  GP,  singles  on  May  3rd  and  Sept  23rd  (mhs,  gjw).  Hilfield 
Park  Res,  one  on  Oct  21st  (gce). 

M  Broadwater  GP,  one  flew  S  on  Nov  24th  (jah).  King  George  VI  Res, 
one  on  May  2nd  (nh).  Perry  Oaks  SF,  one  on  May  3rd  (cl).  Queen 
Mary  GP,  one  from  May  22nd  to  June  27th  (hrg).  Staines  Res,  reported 
on  17  dates  between  Apr  30th  and  May  21st,  including  counts  of  seven 
on  May  1st,  four  on  3rd,  three  on  15th  and  two  on  2nd,  5th,  6th,  13th 
and  16th  (mo);  singles  on  June  7th,  10th  and  from  June  28th  to  July  7th, 
the  latter  probably  the  summering  bird  from  Queen  Mary  GP  (avm,  pn 
et  al).  In  October  there  was  one  on  the  3rd  (jah),  four  on  7th  (jah,  pn), 
and  singles  on  14th  (avm)  and  17th  (rbh),  and  then  one  on  Nov  25th 
(avm,  pn),  and  Dec  8th  (avm).  Wraysbury  Res,  one  on  Sept  14th 
(frc).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  flew  W  on  Sept  1 1th  (ard). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  from  Sept  25th  to  30th  (cl  et  al).  Wraysbury 
GP,  one  on  May  1st  (frc). 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  two  on  May  5th  and  two  on  Sept  29th  (ajm).  Dartford 
Marsh,  two  on  Sept  27th  (khp),  four  on  Oct  21st  (ajm),  seven  on  28th 
(bew),  one  on  29th  (cw n,  rw n),  two  on  Nov  2nd  (pfc),  one  on  10th,  four  on 
25th  (ajm),  three  on  Dec  9th  (pfc)  and  two  on  14th  and  15th  (bew,  sjg). 
Erith  Marshes,  ten  on  Sept  23rd  (ajm).  Swanscombe,  three  on  Dec  2nd  and 
9th  (sc/*).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  one  on  Nov  10th  (ajm).  Thamesmead,  two 
on  May  2nd,  one  on  May  4th  and  14th,  and  ten  on  Sept  23rd  (nrw). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  three  flew  NE  on  Oct  21st  (cl).  Beddington  SF,  one  on 
Aug  28th,  one  from  Sept  23rd  which  stayed  until  joined  by  a  second  on 
Oct  15th,  and  one  on  Oct  23rd  (ag h,  gdjm,  mjn). 

An  extraordinarily  high  number  of  records  characterised  the  year,  with  a 
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very  good  spring  passage  peaking  in  May,  a  summering  bird  in  west 
Middx  from  May  to  July,  followed  by  a  long  series  of  records  from 
September  to  the  end  of  the  year.  The  best  days  appear  to  have  been 
between  May  1st  and  5th  (about  30  birds  reported),  and  Sept  23rd  when 
a  total  of  50  birds  was  counted  at  seven  sites,  mostly  along  the  Lower 
Thames  and  in  the  Lea  Valley.  Passage  continued  to  be  heavy  in 
October,  although  many  of  the  records  from  both  sides  of  the  Thames 
from  late  October  appear  to  relate  to  the  seven  wintering  birds  noted  at 
Rainham. 

169  Lapwing 

Well  reported  during  the  breeding  season,  with  about  148  pairs  noted  as 
breeding  or  displaying,  which  is  very  close  to  the  1989  total.  As  about 
127  of  these  (86%)  were,  however,  north  of  the  Thames,  the  species 
probably  remains  under-recorded  in  Kent  and  Surrey.  Some  notable 
breeding  concentrations  included  19  pairs  at  Rammey  Marsh,  14  pairs  at 
Rainham  Marsh  and  1 1  pairs  at  Beddington  SF.  Not  unexpectedly,  in 
view  of  the  mild  winter  weather  at  both  ends  of  the  year,  there  were  no 
large  cold-weather  movements  reported.  The  largest  winter  flocks 
(mostly  estimates),  together  with  all  Inner  London  records,  are  given 
below.  As  usual,  the  highest  counts  came  from  Essex  and  Herts,  with  an 
exceptional  number  at  Stanborough  in  November. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  1,000  on  Jan  21st.  King  George  V  Res,  1,000  on  Dec 
22nd.  Ockendon  area,  1,300  on  Feb  18th  and  1,500  on  Dec  30th. 
Rainham  Marsh,  1,000  on  Dec  30th.  West  Thurrock,  1,000  on  Jan  13th 
and  1,500  on  Dec  29th. 

H  Broxbourne  GP,  1,500  on  Dec  30th,  Coursers  Road  Fields,  2,000  on 
Nov  10th.  Salisbury  Hill,  2,400  on  Jan  13th.  Stanborough,  4,500  on  Nov 
17th.  Woodoaks  Farm,  Maple  Lodge,  1,000  on  Jan  4th  and  3,000  on  Dec 
2nd. 

M  Shepperton  Green,  2,000+  on  Jan  20th.  Staines  Res,  1,000  on  Jan  7th. 
Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  two  on  Mar  2nd,  one  on  July  22nd.  four 
on  Oct  7th,  seven  on  Nov  14th,  two  on  Nov  29th  and  three  on  Dec  9th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  up  to  1,000  in  February  and  800-1,000  on  Dec  3rd. 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  1,800  on  Jan  1 1th.  Walton  Res,  900  on  Dec  24th.  Inner 
London:  Surrey  Docks,  three  flew  NW  on  Mar  10th. 

170  Knot 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Aug  18th  (pjv).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Apr 
28th  (srp). 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  a  juvenile  on  July  28th  (jas).  Staines  Res.  singles  on 
Mar  28th  and  30th  (rbh  et  al).  May  2nd  to  4th  (mo),  July  31st  (djms, 
PN),  Aug  27th  (bar),  Aug  31st  (cl,  jas).  Sept  2nd  (dims,  pn)  and 
Sept  9th  (djms).  Crayford  Marsh,  one  on  May  5th  (ajm). 

Still  rather  scarce  as  a  passage  migrant,  but  these  1 1  records  are  a  vast 
improvement  on  the  single  bird  seen  in  1989. 

171  Sanderling 

E  King  George  V  Res,  singles  on  July  26th  (rmc),  Aug  25th  (scr).  Aug 
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29th,  two  on  Sept  27th  (rmc)  and  one  on  Oct  13th  (jf).  Rainham 
Marsh,  singles  on  May  5th  (srp),  Aug  10th  and  Sept  23rd  (mkd). 
Walthamstow  Res,  two  on  May  12th  (psaa).  Wm  Girling  Res,  singles 
on  Apr  29th  and  in  May,  one  on  4th,  three  on  5th,  one  on  7th,  three  on 
11th  and  12th,  and  singles  on  13th  and  14th  (rmc,  scr),  two  on  June 
13th,  one  on  Aug  19th  (pjv)  and  two  from  Sept  15th  to  17th  (rmc). 

Beech  Farm  GP,  one  on  July  16th  (kms). 

King  George  VI  Res,  three  on  May  19th  and  two  on  May  28th  (pn). 
Perry  Oaks  SF,  one  on  Aug  18th  (cl).  Staines  Res,  noted  on  the  drained 
north  basin  in  spring  between  Apr  29th  and  June  16th,  with  singles  on 
16  dates,  two  on  May  6th,  18th,  20th  and  27th,  three  on  May  8th  to  10th, 
13th  and  30th,  four  on  May  5th,  16th  and  June  7th,  six  on  May  17th  and 
25th,  and  ten  on  May  7th  (mo).  In  autumn,  one  on  July  22nd  (dims), 
two  on  July  28th  and  singles  on  Aug  4th  (pn)  and  10th  (cdrh). 
Wraysbury  Res,  one  on  Aug  7th  (cl). 

A  good  year  north  of  the  River  Thames,  with  Staines  Res  producing 
another  bumper  spring  in  May  and  June.  This  is  one  of  the  latest  of 
spring  migrants,  with  northbound  birds  still  being  found  in  mid- June. 

Little  Stint 

King  George  V  Res,  two  on  July  31st,  one  from  Aug  28th  to  30th 
followed  by  a  large  influx,  with  15  from  Sept  8th  to  13th,  and  16  on  Sept 
17th,  numbers  then  declining  until  another  increase  to  ten  birds  on  Sept 
28th,  six  on  Oct  3rd,  one  or  two  until  Oct  18th,  and  then  seven  on  19th, 
eight  on  20th,  ten  on  27th,  with  the  last  three  on  Oct  31st  (rmc,  pjv). 
Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  May  4th  (mah),  one  on  Aug  24th  and  Sept  8th, 
five  on  Sept  22nd,  seven  on  23rd  and  25th,  two  on  29th  (mkd,  srp) 
and  one  on  Oct  25th  (scr).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Aug  27th,  four  on 
Oct  4th  and  6th  and  two  on  Oct  13th  (mkd,  srp).  Wm  Girling  Res, 
four  from  Sept  12th  to  15th,  13  on  16th,  11  on  17th,  eight  on  18th  and 
three  on  19th  (rmc,  scr). 

Tyttenhanger  GP,  three  on  Sept  19th  (shm). 

Perry  Oaks  SF,  two  on  Aug  20th,  up  to  seven  between  Sept  6th  and  9th, 
one  on  14th  and  two  on  23rd  (cl,  jas).  Staines  Res,  two  from  May  5th 
to  9th,  one  on  10th  and  11th,  two  on  13th  and  then  singles  on  May  14th 
and  26th,  June  7th,  16th  and  17th  (mo);  adults  on  nine  dates  between 
July  8th  and  Aug  2nd,  with  two  on  July  22nd,  and  juveniles  between 
Aug  30th  and  Sept  26th,  the  largest  counts  being  five  on  Sept  5th,  7th 
and  9th,  six  on  8th,  13th  and  22nd,  and  seven  on  6th  and  16th  (mo). 
Wraysbury  Res,  singles  on  Oct  8th,  20th  and  24th,  and  two  on  Oct  27th 
and  28th  (jah,  cl). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  up  to  four  between  Sept  8th  and  30th  (mo)  but  seven 
on  Sept  1 1th  (djms,  pn). 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  singles  on  May  5th  and  12th,  and  eight  on  Sept  29th 
(ajm). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  two  on  Sept  19th  (rbh).  Beddington  SF,  one  from  Sept 
12th  to  19th  but  three  on  Sept  17th  (pra,  pj cn,  jsw). 

There  were  more  spring  and  summer  records  than  usual  (nearly  all  at 
Staines  Res),  and  a  good  passage  of  juveniles  in  autumn  which  coincided 


54  LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  55  FOR  1 990 

with  more  excellent  habitat  becoming  available  as  water  levels  at  several 
major  reservoirs  went  down  in  the  summer  drought.  The  peak  seems  to 
have  been  reached  around  Sept  16th  and  17th,  but  there  was  also  a 
surprisingly  late  secondary  wave  towards  the  end  of  October,  mostly  at 
King  George  V  Res,  but  also  noted  at  a  few  other  sites. 

176  Temminck’s  Stint 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  on  May  2nd  (pra). 

The  only  record  this  year,  but  occurring  at  a  time  of  very  large 
movements  of  other  waders  and  terns,  and  continuing  the  long  run  of 
spring  records  in  the  London  Area. 

182  Curlew  Sandpiper 

E  King  George  V  Res,  two  on  July  29th,  three  on  Aug  19th  and  20th,  one 
on  Aug  23rd,  and  then  regularly  between  Aug  29th  and  Oct  5th,  with 
peaks  of  eight  on  Sept  8th  and  seven  from  Sept  10th  to  13th  (rmc  et 
al ).  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Aug  10th  and  27th,  five  on  Sept  1st.  one 
on  15th  and  two  on  8th  (kkd,  srp).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Aug  23rd 
(SRP)  and  four  on  Aug  27th  (mkd).  Wm  Girling  Res,  one  on  Sept  14th 
(rmc). 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  three  on  May  17th,  one  on  May  22nd,  two  on  Sept  6th, 
three  on  Sept  7th  and  8th,  16  on  Sept  9th,  13  on  Sept  12th,  one  on  Sept 
23rd,  and  one  on  Oct  28th  (cl,  jas).  Staines  Res,  exceptional  numbers 
in  May  for  the  London  Area,  with  two  from  May  7th  to  10th,  five  on 
11th,  six  on  12th  and  13th,  one  on  14th,  three  on  17th  and  18th.  four  on 
19th  and  20th,  two  on  21st  and  22nd,  one  on  23rd  and  24th,  two  on  25th. 
and  three  on  26th  and  27th;  returning  adults  were  noted  between  July 
17th  and  Aug  4th,  with  one  or  two  on  11  dates,  but  four  on  Aug  4th; 
passage  of  mostly  juveniles  was  confined  to  the  period  Sept  2nd  to  29th. 
with  peaks  of  13  on  Sept  9th  and  13th,  and  12  on  15th  and  16th  (mo). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Sept  19th  and  two  on  21st  (bew). 

Generally  scarce  in  the  London  Area  in  spring,  so  the  long  series  of 
records  at  Staines  Res  and  Perry  Oaks  SF  was  most  welcome.  Nearly  all 
birds  were  in  red  breeding  plumage,  as  were  most  of  the  returning  adults 
which  were  quite  numerous  at  a  few  sites  from  mid-July.  A  good 
passage  followed  of  mostly  juvenile  birds,  which  reached  a  peak  in 
September  about  a  week  earlier  than  the  Little  Stints  with  which  these 
birds  associated. 

184  Dunlin 


Peak  monthly  counts  along  the  Lower  Thames  during  the  year  are  shown 
in  the  following  table,  except  for  the  months  of  June  and  July,  for  which 
no  records  were  received. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Barking 

400 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

400 

Rainham  Marsh 

500 

300 

100 

50 

14 

30 

40 

350 

300 

1200 

West  Thurrock 

4500 

1000 

3000 

50 

12 

10 

100 

3500 

2500 

4000 

K 

Crayford  Marsh 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

- 

14 

138 

25 

- 

Crossness 

482 

100 

300 

— 

- 

- 

- 

50 

532 

601 

Dartford  Marsh 

800 

1000 

170 

— 

22 

10 

34 

514 

500 

1100 

Swanscombe 

70 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

200 

2000 
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Also  of  note  was  50+  at  Erith  Marshes  on  Dec  16th  and  250  at 
Thamesmead  on  Jan  13th.  Counts  at  the  roost  at  the  West  Thurrock  ash 
lagoons,  from  which  the  total  wintering  population  of  the  Lower  Thames 
can  be  judged,  remained  at  a  high  level  at  both  ends  of  the  year  and  the 
recent  increases  here  are  clearly  being  maintained.  Away  from  the  river, 
the  following  sites  accounted  for  the  majority  of  records  during  the  year. 
Peak  monthly  counts  are  given  for  each  locality. 


Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 


E  '  King  George  V  Res  -  -  3  -  -  -  40  25  23  38  30  46 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF  2  1  1  13  -  -  36  25  -  53 

Staines  Res  30  45  31  13  95  35  49  33  28  18  92  85 

Wraysbury  Res  -------6  5  58  75  82 

B  Queen  Mother  Res  --------  33  19  25 

S  Walton  Res  --------6  6-92 


Staines  Res  provided  almost  daily  counts  throughout  the  year,  including 
most  of  June,  and  passage  seems  to  have  been  particularly  heavy  in  May 
and  July.  From  August  onwards,  most  of  the  other  reservoirs  had  good 
feeding  conditions  as  water  levels  dropped  and  there  was  clearly  a  lot  of 
movement  between  all  the  sites  in  Middx,  Bucks  and  Surrey,  as  the  peak 
counts  of  wintering  flocks  were  all  very  similar.  The  large  numbers  at 
King  George  V  Res  in  Essex  were  previously  unknown  at  this  locality  on 
a  regular  basis. 

188  Ruff 

Counts  from  the  more  regular  wintering  and  passage  sites  are  given  in 


the  following  table.  Other  records  are  shown  under  counties  below. 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

King  George  V  Res 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

10 

6 

1 

- 

Rainham  Marsh 

- 

- 

5 

3 

1 

- 

2 

5 

3 

1 

1 

- 

West  Thurrock 

— 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

- 

5 

2 

3 

— 

— 

M 

Perry  Oaks  SF 

- 

- 

7 

1 

— 

— 

- 

3 

18 

— 

11 

- 

Staines  Res 

5 

5 

9 

12 

19 

1 

4 

7 

23 

17 

8 

6 

K 

Crossness/Erith 

12 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

2 

5 

8 

S 

Beddington  SF 

- 

- 

4 

2 

5 

- 

- 

1 

7 

2 

- 

1 

Walton  Res 

9 

15 

10 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP,  one  on  Mar  11th.  Berwick  Ponds,  two  on  May  4th 
and  three  on  May  6th.  Commill  Meads  near  Waltham  Abbey,  one  on  Jan 
3rd  and  4th.  Fairlop,  two  on  Mar  17th.  Fishers  Green,  one  on  May  2nd 
and  three  on  May  4th.  Netherhall  GP,  one  on  Sept  27th.  Walthamstow 
Res,  two  on  Sept  8th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  singles  from  May  8th  to  9th  and  from  May  19th  to  23rd, 
but  four  on  May  4th;  two  on  Sept  23rd.  Broxboume  GP,  two  on  Oct  27th 
and  28th.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  one  on  Aug  19th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  two  on 
Mar  28th  and  one  on  Sept  30th. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  one  on  Aug  27th.  Kempton  Park  Res,  one  on  Jan  20th. 
King  George  VI  Res,  two  on  Aug  24th  and  three  on  25th.  Queen  Mary 
Res,  two  on  Sept  2nd,  singles  on  Oct  28th  and  Dec  9th.  Tottenham,  one 
flew  N  on  May  9th.  Wraysbury  Res,  two  on  Sept  14th  and  one  on  15th. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  two  on  Sept  29th  and  four  on  Nov  6th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  Feb  28th  and  three  on  Mar  12th.  Thamesmead, 
1 1  on  Jan  13th. 
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There  were  rather  few  birds  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  but  spring 
movements  were  in  evidence  by  March.  A  small  but  noticeable  influx 
took  place  in  the  first  few  days  of  May,  as  was  the  case  with  several 
other  wader  species.  Counts  at  Staines  Res  increased  from  five  on  May 
1st  to  19  on  May  2nd,  and  there  were  23  birds  at  five  sites  on  May  4th.  A 
slow  build  up  in  autumn  led  to  good  numbers  from  mid-September  in  the 
Staines/Perry  Oaks  area,  and  also  in  the  Lea  Valley  on  the  half-drained 
King  George  V  Res.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  small  west  London 
wintering  flock  had  mostly  moved  to  Walton  Res  in  Surrey  which  was 
newly  drained. 

189  Jack  Snipe 

This  species  occurs  at  many  widely  scattered  sites  but  it  is  inevitably 
under-recorded.  All  sites  of  occurrence  are  given  below,  with  the  highest 
winter  counts  at  either  end  of  the  year  shown  together  in  brackets  for 
each  locality.  The  latest  in  spring  was  at  Berwick  Ponds  on  Apr  21st  and 
first  autumn  birds  were  at  Amwell  GP  and  Hogsmill  SF  on  Sept  27th. 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP  (1:0).  Berwick  Ponds  (1:0).  Dagenham  Chase  (1:0). 

Fairlop  (3:0).  King  George  V  Res  (0:1).  Rainham  Marsh  (  2:  1  ) . 

H  Amwell  GP  (2:4).  Broxboume  GP  (0:1).  Rye  Meads  Meadow  (1:0).  Rye 
Meads  (2:0).  Rye  House  Marsh  (0:1). 

M  Broadwater  GP  (1:0).  Perry  Oaks  SF  (2:0).  Queen  Mary  GP  (1:2). 

Rammey  Marsh  (2:2). 

B  Wraysbury  GP  (1:0). 

K  Ruxley  GP  (1:0).  Sevenoaks  Reserve  (1:2).  Swanscombe  (1:0). 

S  Beddington  SF  (1:1).  Hersham  GP  (1:0).  Hersham  SF  (2:0).  Hogsmill 
SF  (1:2).  South  Norwood  CP  (1:4). 

1988  Correction 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  maximum  in  the  first  winter  period  was  five  and  not 
four  as  stated  in  LBR  53:  53. 

190  Snipe 

The  higher  counts  in  each  sector,  all  breeding  season  records  and  an 
Inner  London  record  are  given. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  up  to  four  in  May  -  probably  bred.  Rainham  Marsh, 
one  pair  probably  bred;  120  on  Feb  23rd  and  200  on  Mar  23rd.  Hall 
Marsh,  Waltham  Abbey,  68  on  Mar  1st.  West  Thurrock,  100  on  Mar  6th 
and  75  on  Dec  29th. 

H  Aldenham  Res,  33  on  Mar  5th.  Amwell  GP.  a  summering  pair  was 
displaying  in  May;  87  on  Feb  24th.  Broad  Colney,  54  on  Mar  28th  and 
one  on  May  29th.  Cheshunt  GP,  36  on  Dec  17th.  Moor  Mill  GP.  one  on 
June  9th.  Rye  House  Marsh,  65  on  Jan  13th.  Rye  Meads,  81  on  Feb  24th 
and  52  on  Oct  26th. 

M  Brent  Res,  46  on  Feb  4th.  Kempton  Park  Res,  56  on  Jan  27th.  Rammey 
Marsh,  a  pair  either  bred  or  attempted  to  do  so;  146  on  Feb  23rd  and  68 
on  Dec  27th.  Staines  Res,  65  on  Mar  31st.  Inner  London:  Regent's  Park, 
one  on  Sept  14th  (ard). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  24  on  Apr  1st. 
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K  Blue  Lake,  Northfleet,  37  on  Jan  14th.  Crayford  Marsh,  66  on  Nov  21st. 
Dartford  Marsh,  80  on  Mar  5th.  Erith  Marshes,  58  in  February  and  65  in 
November.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  138  on  Jan  21st  and  48  on  Dec  4th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  80  in  February  and  45  in  December.  Hogsmill  SF,  40  on 
Jan  14th. 

194  Woodcock 

A  summary  of  records  away  from  breeding  sites  is  given  in  the 
following  table. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Sightings  7  2  6  1  -  6  13  10 

Total  no  of  birds  898  1-77  10 

Most  records  were  of  single  birds,  but  there  was  a  count  of  eight  in  Kew 
Gardens  in  February.  Breeding  season  records  are  given  below,  with  the 
maximum  number  of  birds  seen  at  each  site  given  in  brackets,  together 
with  all  Inner  London  records. 

E  Hainault  (1).  Ongar  (3). 

H  Box  Wood  (3).  Broxbourne  Woods  (4).  Easneye  Woods  (1).  Hertford 
Heath  (1).  Panshanger  (2). 

M  Inner  London:  singles  at  Austin  Friars,  EC2,  Broad  Street,  EC2,  and 
Wentworth  Street,  El,  all  on  Oct  22nd,  and  also  one  at  Lower  Thames 
Street,  EC3  on  Nov  7th  (rspca  per  nb).  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Nov 
12th  and  Dec  31st  (ard). 

B  Black  Park  (3). 

S  Epsom  Common  (2).  Esher  Common  (4).  Headley  Heath  (2).  Walton 
Heath  (1).  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  Jan  16th  and  Nov 
20th  (bm).  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Mar  20th  (bb k). 

195  Black-tailed  Godwit 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  from  Feb  25th  to  27th  (gjw  et  al),  the  same  bird 
probably  also  seen  at  Nazeing  GP  and  Rammey  Marsh.  King  George  V 
Res,  one  on  July  26th  and  27th,  six  on  July  31st,  two  on  Aug  2nd,  seven 
on  Aug  3rd,  two  on  4th,  and  singles  on- 5th,  7th  and  from  Aug  13th  to 
16th  (rmc,  sc r,  pjv).  Nazeing  GP,  one  on  Mar  10th  and  11th  (adw). 
Rainham  Marsh,  ten  on  June  23rd  (srp)  and  one  on  Aug  27th  (mkd). 
West  Thurrock,  one  on  July  28th  (mkd). 

H  Amwell  GP,  15  on  July  9th  circled  and  flew  off  W  (oja). 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  one  on  Mar  11th  (scr).  Staines  Res,  singles  on  Mar 
30th,  Apr  8th  (mo)  and  30th  (rbh);  one  on  June  14th  (klp),  five  on 
June  24th  (avm,  pn)  and  then  on  12  dates  in  July  (mo),  all  singles 
except  for  five  on  July  3rd  (rbh)  and  25th  (ass),  four  on  6th  (cl, 
avm),  1 1  on  July  28th  (dims)  and  then  two  on  Aug  2nd  and  3rd 
(cdrh,  cl,  pn),  nine  on  Aug  4th  (avm,  pn),  19  on  Aug  5th  (dims, 
PN)  and  one  on  Aug  6th  and  7th  (cl,  ajbl). 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  one  on  Sept  9th  (ajm,  bew). 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  on  July  22nd  and  two  from  Aug  22nd  to  28th  (pra, 
NMr  et  al). 

Widespread  this  year,  with  four  flocks  in  double  figures.  The  dates  are 
fairly  normal  with  a  small  number  in  spring  typically  much  earlier  than 
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Bar-tailed  Godwits,  and  a  much  larger  number  seen  in  late  summer  and 
early  autumn  (mostly  adults),  especially  in  late  July  and  early  August. 
Low  water  levels  at  both  King  George  V  Res  and  Staines  Res  attracted 
many  birds. 

196  Bar-tailed  Godwit 

E  Fairlop,  23  flew  SW  on  Sept  6th  (wm).  Netherhall  GP.  one  on  Mar  25th 
(scr).  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Apr  28th  (srp)  and  one  on  May  7th 
(mkd).  Wm  Girling  Res,  one  on  May  7th  (adw).  Stanstead  Abbotts 
GP,  one  on  Mar  27th  (adw). 

H  Staines  Res,  two  on  Apr  22nd  and  23rd,  15  on  Apr  24th.  six  on  Apr 
25th,  one  from  Apr  26th  to  28th,  a  different  bird  on  Apr  29th  and  in 
May,  three  on  1st,  seven  on  2nd,  five  on  4th,  12  on  5th.  one  from  7th  to 
13th,  two  on  14th  and  one  on  25th  (mo);  in  autumn  the  only  record  was 
one  on  Aug  2nd  (cdrh,  pn). 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  one  on  May  5th  (ajm).  Dartford  Marsh,  three  on  Apr 
27th  and  three  on  May  4th  (cw/?,  rw n).  Thamesmead,  one  on  May  2nd 
(nrw). 

S  Island  Bam  Res,  two  flew  E  on  May  2nd  (pgws). 

Particularly  numerous  in  the  spring,  with  numbers  boosted  by  the 
excellent  low-water  habitat  at  Staines  Res  where  birds  were  present  on  22 
days,  almost  continually  during  the  peak  period.  There  were  only  two 
autumn  records  but  these  included  the  largest  flock  of  the  year,  at  Fairlop. 

198  Whimbrel 

As  is  usual,  many  records  of  this  migrant  wader  were  of  flyover  birds 
identified  by  their  distinctive  flight  call.  Spring  passage  was 
concentrated  between  Apr  14th  and  May  13th.  with  movements  heaviest 
during  the  first  three  days  of  May  (30  birds)  and  on  May  1 1th  and  12th 
(21  birds,  including  the  only  double  figure  flock).  Autumn  passage  was 
noted  from  June  30th  to  Aug  27th  (apart  from  one  on  Sept  24th); 
numbers  were  generally  smaller  than  in  the  spring,  the  largest  flock 
being  only  four  birds.  All  records  are  given  and  refer  to  single  birds 
unless  otherwise  stated. 

E  Harlow.  Aug  26th  (1  or  2),  King  George  V  Res,  May  1st.  May  1 1th  (3). 
July  22nd,  July  28th  (3),  Aug  1st,  18th  and  23rd.  and  Sept  24th. 
Rainham  Marsh.  May  1st,  7th,  13th,  June  30th.  July  14th  and  Aug  10th. 
Waltham  Abbey,  May  1st.  West  Thurrock,  Apr  21st  and  29th.  May  3rd 
(3),  May  5th  (2),  May  6th,  May  12th  (4),  Aug  4th  and  18th. 

H  Amwell  GP.  May  5th  and  12th  (2).  Hilfield  Park  Res,  Aug  19th  and 
23rd.  Tyttenhanger  GP.  July  15th. 

M  Brent  Res,  May  3rd  (3).  Kempton  Park  Res,  July  25th  (3).  Queen  Mar)' 
GP,  July  14th  (3)  and  Aug  16th.  Staines  Res,  Apr  25th  (3).  26th  and 
28th,  May  2nd  (2),  4th,  7th  (5),  8th  and  1 1th  (12),  and  Aug  23rd. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  Apr  23rd. 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  May  3rd  and  5th.  Hoblingwell  Wood.  Aug  18th  (4). 

Thamesmead.  Apr  14th,  May  1st  (2),  May  2nd  and  Aug  3rd. 

S  Banstead,  May  6th.  Bam  Elms  Res.  May  4th.  Beddington  SF.  May  1st. 
2nd,  3rd  (2)  and  5th,  July  27th,  Aug  11th.  18th  and  27th.  Holmethorpe 
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SP,  May  2nd  (6).  Kingston,  May  1st.  Riddlesdown,  Aug  16th  (2).  South 
Norwood  CP,  May  2nd  (2)  and  May  3rd. 

199  Curlew 

In  recent  years  there  have  been  far  fewer  Curlews  seen  in  London  than 
Whimbrels.  Their  pattern  of  occurrence  is  however  very  different  and 
they  can  appear  at  any  time  of  the  year.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  the 
presence  of  small  numbers  apparently  wintering  in  the  Rainham  area 
(possibly  the  same  birds  being  seen  at  Dartford  and  Swanscombe  across 
the  river)  in  the  last  two  months  of  the  year.  All  records  shown  are  of 
single  birds  unless  stated  otherwise. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  July  27th  (2),  Aug  23rd  and  25th  (2),  Sept  27th  and 
Dec  2nd.  Rainham  Marsh,  June  30th  (2),  July  21st,  Sept  29th,  Oct  13th 
and  28th  (4),  and  12  throughout  November  and  December. 
Walthamstow  Res,  Apr  12th  and  28th.  West  Thurrock,  Mar  25th,  May 
3rd,  July  28th  (3),  Oct  21st  (2),  22nd  (7)  and  31st  (2).  Wm  Girling  Res, 
Mar  23rd  (found  dead). 

H  Amwell  GP,  Apr  10th.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  Sept  4th.  Rye  Meads,  Apr 
14th  and  29th. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  May  3rd.  Perry  Oaks  SF,  June  1st.  Staines  Res,  Apr 
20th,  May  8th,  July  7th,  1 1th  (2),  15th  and  27th,  Aug  8th  and  15th. 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  Oct  9th  and  29th  (3).  Dartford  Marsh,  Jan  13th,  Apr 
14th,  Oct  13th  (5)  and  21st,  Nov  4th  (2),  7th  (2),  10th  (2),  22nd  (4),  23rd 
and  25th.  Swanscombe,  Dec  9th  (2).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  Nov  10th  (2). 
Thamesmead,  June  27th,  July  7th  (2)  and  Aug  13th  (2). 

S  Beddington  SF,  June  30th  (4),  Aug  19th  and  22nd  (3),  and  Oct  18th. 
Holmethorpe  SP,  June  25th  and  July  24th  (2).  Island  Barn  Res,  Apr 
29th  and  Oct  7th. 

201  Spotted  Redshank 

* 

E  Fairlop,  two  on  Aug  27th  (abi).  King  George  V  Res,  singles  on  July 
13th  (rmc),  Aug  6th  (ACy)  and  Aug  15th  (gjw),  and  two  on  Aug  27th 
(pjv).  Walthamstow  Res,  one  on  Aug  22nd  (ajm). 

H  Aldenham,  one  flew  NNW  over  the  Haberdasher’s  School  on  Aug  23rd 
(SHM). 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  one  on  Aug  18th  (cl).  Staines  Res,  one  from  May  1st  to 
5th  (frc,  cl,  pn  et  al )  with  an  additional  fly-over  bird  on  May  4th 
(mah)  and  one  on  June  15th  (klp). 

S  Beddington  SF,  singles  on  Apr  30th  and  May  1st  (pra  et  al),  two  on 
May  16th  with  one  until  18th  (gdjm  et  al),  and  in  autumn  singles  on 
July  24th  (pj cn),  from  Aug  16th  to  20th  (pra,  cl,  nrs),  possibly  the 
same  from  Aug  23rd  to  27th  (gdjm),  and  one  on  Sept  5th  and  6th 
(pra).  Hersham  GP,  one  on  May  2nd  and  3rd  (mlJ,  pgws).  Inner 
London:  River  Thames  at  Chelsea  Reach,  one  on  May  6th  (bm). 

Scarce  in  spring,  one  early  returning  failed  breeder  in  June,  but  a  better 
autumn  passage  this  year  (mostly  in  late  August),  although  still  only 
appearing  in  ones  and  twos.  Beddington  SF  again  produced  the  most 
records.  There  may  have  been  a  second  bird  at  Staines  Res  in  early  May 
other  than  the  fly-over  bird  on  May  4th,  but  an  all  black  male  Ruff  at 
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often  very  long  range  caused  considerable  confusion. 

202  Redshank 

All  records  of  proved  or  possible  breeding,  an  Inner  London  record, 
together  with  the  highest  counts  (in  tabular  form  for  the  best  localities) 
are  given. 

E  The  following  table  shows  monthly  maxima  outside  the  breeding  season 
for  the  two  main  localities  along  the  north  of  the  Lower  Thames. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Rainham  Marsh 

95 

80 

110 

— 

— 

40 

110 

120 

West  Thurrock 

200 

900 

600 

50 

50 

1400 

1800 

1000 

Wintering  numbers  in  the  early  months  at  the  West  Thurrock  roost 
declined  somewhat,  following  the  record  numbers  present  in  November 
1989,  but  were  higher  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Away  from  the  Thames,  the 
highest  counts  came  from  King  George  V  Res,  with  a  maximum  of  14  on 
Apr  9th.  Pairs  bred  at  the  following  localities  (numbers  of  pairs  in 
brackets):  Belhus  Woods  CP  (1),  Berwick  Ponds  (5),  Fishers  Green  (2). 
Hall  Marsh  near  Waltham  Abbey  (1),  Rainham  Marsh  (14)  and  West 
Thurrock  (5). 

H  Pairs  bred  at  Amwell  GP  (3),  Broad  Colney  (2)  and  Smug  Oak  Lane  GP 
(1).  Four  were  displaying  at  Moor  Mill  GP  in  April.  The  largest  count 
was  at  Tyttenhanger  GP,  where -there  were  14  on  Mar  28th. 

M  The  only  proved  breeding  records  came  from  Highway  Farm  pools  near 
Harefield,  where  one  pair  bred,  and  Rammey  Marsh  where  probably  two 
and  possibly  three  pairs  nested.  In  addition,  a  pair  was  displaying  at 
Broadwater  GP  and  a  pair  was  present  at  Ruislip  Lido  in  April  and  May. 
High  numbers  were  consistently  present  at  Staines  Res  where  the  highest 
monthly  counts  were  as  follows. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jj.il  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Staines  Res  3  6  70  39  29  23  11  5  -  4  6  3 

The  sudden  influx  of  birds  here  in  March,  peaking  on  28th.  nearly 
matches  the  count  of  80  on  Mar  26th  1983  when  similar  conditions 
existed.  As  such  numbers  are  rarely  encountered  at  inland  sites  in  the 
London  Area  during  the  rest  of  the  year,  this  clearly  represents  a  migrant 
population  quite  separate  from  both  wintering  and  breeding  birds.  Other 
high  counts  were  16  at  Kempton  Park  Res  on  Mar  15th.  14  at  King 
George  VI  Res  on  May  1st  and  23. at  Perry'  Oaks  SF  on  Mar  3 1st. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  four  pairs  were  present  at  the  usual  site,  but  only  one 
pair  was  seen  with  young. 

K  The  only  record  suggesting  breeding  was  of  two  or  three  displaying  at 
Crayford  Marsh  in  May.  Regular  counts  along  the  Lower  Thames  were 
reported  from  the  following  two  sites  where  monthly  maxima  were  as 
follows. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Dartford  Marsh 

76 

47 

92 

40 

10 

S 

86 

88 

50 

Thamesmead 

30 

110 

110 

3 

2 

— 

110 

115 

150 

Other  counts  of  note  included  43  at  Crayford  Marsh  on  Oct  29th,  150+ 
at  Erith  Marshes  on  Dec  16th  and  25  at  Swanscombe  on  Nov  10th. 
There  were  no  records  away  from  sites  adjacent  to  the  Thames. 
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S  Pairs  were  noted  in  the  breeding  season  at  Beddington  SF,  where  two 
pairs  may  have  attempted  to  breed,  and  at  Hogsmill  SF,  where  two  pairs 
bred.  The  largest  count  was  at  Walton  Res,  14  on  Dec  28th.  Inner 
London:  River  Thames  at  Nelson  Dock,  SE16,  three  on  May  16th 
(bb  k). 

204  Greenshank 

An  exceptionally  good  spring  passage  was  noted  between  Apr  21st  and 
June  5th,  particularly  from  Apr  30th  to  May  7th  during  a  period  of  fine 
anticyclonic  weather  with  easterly  winds.  The  sudden  arrival  at  Barn 
Elms  Res  on  Apr  30th  of  12  birds  (the  only  sighting  that  day)  heralded  a 
large  movement  during  the  next  seven  days  at  a  total  of  21  sites,  with  a 
peak  of  at  least  32  birds  present  in  the  Area  on  May  4th.  Autumn 
movements  were  also  quite  impressive,  with  records  extending  from  July 
3rd  to  Oct  30th,  the  highest  numbers  from  mid-August  to  mid- 
September.  Only  the  highest  counts  for  each  county  are  given  in  the 
following  summary. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  five  on  Aug  23rd,  seven  on  28th  and  six  on  29th. 
Rainham  Marsh,  five  on  May  7th,  six  on  Aug  18th  and  five  on  Aug  24th. 
West  Thurrock,  seven  on  Aug  27th  and  Sept  2nd,  1 1  on  Sept  5th,  nine 
on  8th,  six  on  9th  and  five  on  22nd.  Wm  Girling  Res,  seven  on  May  4th 
and  five  on  5th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  three  on  May  4th  and  on  Aug  7th.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  eight 
on  Aug  2nd.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  four  on  Aug  25th. 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  three  on  May  3rd,  four  on  May  23rd  and  Aug  31st. 
Queen  Mary  Res,  four  on  Aug  25th  and  Sept  2nd.  Staines  Res,  four  on 
May  1st,  six  on  2nd,  five  on  3rd  and  4th,  four  on  7th,  seven  on  13th  and 
four  on  24th;  five  on  Aug  28th.  Wraysbury  GP,  two  on  May  6th. 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  four  on  Sept  15th.  Dartford  Marsh,  three  on  May  5th, 
four  on  Aug  21st  and  five  on  Aug  28th  and  Sept  12th.  Sevenoaks 
Reserve,  three  on  May  1st. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  12  on  Apr  30th  and  five  on  May  1st.  Beddington  SF,  up 
to  six  between  May  1st  and  8th,  six  on  Aug  2nd  and  five  on  Aug  20th. 

206  Lesser  Yellowlegs 

M  Staines  Res,  an  adult  in  worn  summer  plumage  from  Aug  21st  to  Sept 
8th  (dims  et  al),  also  visited  Perry  Oaks  SF  on  Aug  25th  (cl). 

By  far  the  rarest  wader  of  the  year,  this  is  only  the  sixth  record  for 
London,  although  the  first  three  records  (two  in  1953  and  in  1962)  were 
also  in  the  Perry  Oaks/Staines  area.  The  long  stay  was  fairly  typical  of  a 
Nearctic  wader  in  autumn,  but  as  it  spent  most  of  its  time  in  the  far 
northeast  comer  of  the  reservoir,  it  could  be  extremely  difficult  to  see  for 
those  observers  remaining  on  the  causeway. 

208  Green  Sandpiper 

As  a  winter  visitor,  this  species  was  quite  widespread  in  small  numbers 
as  usual,  with  reports  from  21  localities  during  the  period  January  to 
mid-March,  the  highest  counts  being  up  to  five  at  Beddington  SF  and 
Rye  Meads.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  reports  from  22  sites  in 
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November  and  December,  the  largest  counts  being  an  exceptional  14  at 
Rye  Meads  in  November  and  nine  there  in  December,  nine  at  Walton 
Res  on  Nov  15th  and  six  at  Beddington  SF  in  December.  Spring 
movements  were  noted  by  the  end  of  March,  peaking  at  six  birds  at 
Rainham  Marsh  on  Mar  31st  and  again  on  Apr  14th.  Otherwise  there 
were  no  obvious  influxes,  the  last  spring  record  being  on  May  13th.  A 
bird  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  June  9th  was  probably  the  earliest 
returning  migrant  and  there  were  many  records  in  the  second  half  of 
June.  Highest  counts  in  autumn,  together  with  an  Inner  London  record, 
are  detailed  below. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  six  on  Aug  2nd.  Rainham  Marsh.  15  on  June  30th. 
30  on  July  7th,  32  on  Aug  10th.  20  on  Sept  1st  and  seven  on  Oct  30th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  four  on  Aug  4th.  Beech  Farm  GP.  peak  counts  of  six  in  July 
and  eight  in  August.  Maple  Lodge,  up  to  five  in  July.  Rye  House  Marsh, 
up  to  13  in  July,  16  in  August  and  ten  in  September.  Rye  Meads, 
maxima  of  1 1  in  August,  five  in  September  and  14  in  October. 
Tyttenhanger  GP.  up  to  five  in  the  autumn. 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  eight  on  Aug  23rd  and  five  on  Sept  6th.  Rammey  Marsh, 
six  on  June  26th,  12  on  July  1st  and  2nd,  seven  in  August  and  six  in 
October.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  July  3rd  (ard). 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  six  on  July  31st.  South  Iver  GP.  four  on  Aug  3rd. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  four  on  July  20th  and  six  on  Aug  5th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  five  on  July  31st. 

1989  Correction 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  five  on  Feb  21st  and  four  on  Dec  21st  should  read  five 
on  Feb  19th  and  four  on  Dec  27th. 

209  Wood  Sandpiper 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  one  on  July  24th  and  25th  .(kb,  mkd).  King  George 
V  Res,  only  reported  in  September  with  one  on  8th,  two  on  16th  and 
17th,  one  on  18th  and  19th,  two  from  22nd  to  25th,  one  on  26th  and  two 
on  27th  (abi,  rmc,  ACy,  pjv).  Rainham  Marsh,  three  on  May  4th 
(scr,  mah),  five  on  July  27th,  three  on  Aug  10th  and  two  on  Aug  24th 
(mkd,  srp).  West  Thurrock,  singles  on  Aug  12th  (scr,  pjv),  18th  and 
27th  and  Sept  30th  (mkd). 

H  Amwell  GP.  one  on  May  2nd  (br,  gjw).  Beech  Farm  GP.  one  from 
Aug  5th  to  11th  (kws).  Hilfield  Park  Res,  one  on  Aug  31st  (gse). 
Maple  Lodge,  one  from  July  24th  to  27th.  increasing  to  two  on  28th  and 
three  on  30th  (sjc). 

M  Broadwater  GP,  two  on  Aug  29th  (gcw).  Middlesex  Filter  Beds,  by 
River  Lea,  two  on  May  13th  remained  for  two  minutes  (dam).  Perry 
Oaks  SF,  two  on  July  29th,  singles  on  Aug  16th.  18th.  20th  (cl)  and 
Sept  7th  (jas).  Staines  Res,  one  briefly  on  May  3rd  (cl),  one  from  July 
22nd  to  30th,  two  from  July  31st  to  Aug  4th  (avm,  pn  et  al ).  two  on 
Aug  10th  and  11th  (cdrh,  cl),  one  on  15th  (rbh)  and  two  on  20th 
(djms). 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  singles  on  July  24th  and  31st  (djms).  Wraysbury  GP. 
four  on  May  1st  (RCF),  singles  on  May  3rd  (bar)  and  5th  (mah). 

K  Thamesmead,  a  wintering  bird  from  Jan  14th  to  Apr  11th  (nrw  et  al) 
associated  with  both  Green  and  Common  Sandpipers. 
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S  Beddington  SF,  three  on  May  7th  (swc),  two  on  8th  and  9th  (pra), 
singles  on  May  13th  (nrs),  May  19th  and  from  June  1st  to  3rd  (pra); 
in  autumn,  one  from  July  27th  to  29th,  singles  on  many  dates  between 
Aug  5th  and  21st,  with  two  from  16th  to  18th,  and  one  on  Oct  4th  (mo). 
Epsom  Great  Pond,  four  on  Aug  2nd  (jsp). 

The  individual  at  Thamesmead  is  only  the  second  wintering  record  for 
London.  The  previous  was  from  Surrey  in  November  and  December 
1985.  Both  spring  and  autumn  passages  were  well  above  average  as  the 
wide  scattering  of  records  testifies,  with  a  large  influx  in  the  first  few 
days  of  May,  and  a  fairly  strong  arrival  in  the  last  seven  days  of  July 
which  coincided  with  the  main  autumn  movement  of  Common 
Sandpipers. 

211  Common  Sandpiper 

Most  frequent  as  a  passage  migrant,  with  obvious  peaks  in  May  and 
July/August.  The  following  table  shows  peak  monthly  counts  for  the 
most  regularly  watched  sites  during  the  period  April  to  October,  and  also 


reveals  most  of  the  highest  counts  in  the  Area  as  a  whole. 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

E 

King  George  V  Res 

2 

6 

- 

34 

12 

- 

- 

Rainham  Marsh 

3 

1 

32 

22 

5 

- 

H 

Amwell  GP 

1 

5 

5 

4 

1 

Hilfield  Park  Res 

4 

3 

1 

5 

5 

1 

1 

Tyttenhanger  GP 

2 

3 

1 

12 

5 

4 

- 

M 

King  George  VI  Res 

2 

3 

- 

24 

15 

3 

- 

Perry  Oaks  SF 

1 

3 

- 

11 

11 

4 

- 

Queen  Mary  Res 

- 

2 

- 

12 

12 

4 

- 

Rammey  Marsh 

1 

1 

- 

8 

6 

5 

- 

Staines  Res 

1 

3 

- 

3 

6 

3 

- 

K 

Dartford  Marsh 

2 

2 

4 

3 

1 

— 

Thamesmead 

5 

^  11 

i 

14 

10 

9 

1 

S 

Bam  Elms  Res 

— 

5 

- 

10 

9 

1 

— 

Beddington  SF 

1 

5 

- 

20 

12 

4 

1 

Autumn  movements  were  evident  by  late  June,  reaching  a  peak  this 
year  in  late  July  (around  24th  to  29th)  with  numbers  slowly  trailing 
off  thereafter.  Other  notable  counts,  all  winter  records  for  the  first  and 
last  two  months  of  the  year,  and  Inner  London  records  are  given 
below. 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Feb  27th.  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  four  were  present 
from  January  to  March  and  two  in  November  and  December. 
Walthamstow  Res,  four  from  January  to  March,  two  in  November  and 
December.  West  Thurrock,  four  on  May  26th.  Wm  Girling  Res,  eight  on 
Sept  15th. 

H  Bowyers  GP,  one  in  November  and  December.  Broxboume  GP,  five  on 
July  29th.  Maple  Lodge,  one  on  Dec  13th. 

M  Kempton  Park  Res,  five  on  July  31st.  King  George  VI  Res,  one  from 
January  to  Mar  18th,  with  two  on  Jan  19th.  Staines  Res,  singles  on  Nov 
9th,  Nov  17th  and  Dec  29th.  Wraysbury  Res,  singles  on  Jan  4th,  Feb  9th, 
Nov  1st  and  Dec  16th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  May  9th. 

K  Crossness,  one  on  Dec  16th.  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Nov  30th. 
Thamesmead,  two  from  January  to  March,  two  in  November  and  one  in 
December. 
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S  Holmethorpe  SP,  counts  of  seven  on  four  dates  in  May.  Walton  Res,  one 
on  Nov  22nd.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  May  1st,  June 
28th  and  Oct  7th. 

213  Turnstone 

The  only  records  in  January,  February  and  March  were  of  singles 
along  the  Lower  Thames.  Spring  passage  started  rather  late,  with  the 
first  on  Apr  28th,  but  was  probably  the  best  ever.  The  peak  came  very 
quickly,  with  a  large  number  of  records  in  early  May,  including  no 
fewer  than  18  birds  at  nine  sites  on  May  2nd.  Passage  lasted  well  into 
June,  with  the  last  record  on  9th.  Staines  Res,  which  was  in  excellent 
condition,  alone  produced  88  bird/days  during  this  period.  Autumn 
records  spanned  the  period  July  14th  to  Sept  29th,  with  the  majority  of 
birds  appearing  in  July  and  August.  There  were  no  sightings  in 
October,  but  the  last  two  months  of  the  year  produced  some  very  good 
counts  of  wintering  birds  along  the  Lower  Thames,  particularly  at 
Swanscombe. 

E  Grays,  nine  on  Dec  9th.  King  George  V  Res,  singles  on  Apr  30th,  May 
17th  and  between  July  23rd  and  28th,  two  on  July  29th,  one  from  Aug 
2nd  to  6th,  three  from  Aug  19th  to  20th,  two  on  24th  and  one  on  28th 
and  30th.  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Jan  1st  and  May  5th,  six  on  May 
4th,  three  on  May  6th,  three  on  July  14th  and  two  on  Aug  24th. 
Walthamstow  Res,  two  on  May  2nd  and  3rd.  West  Thurrock,  two  on 
May  12th,  singles  on  July  28th,  Sept  15th  and  30th.  Wm  Girling  Res, 
one  on  May  2nd  and  two  on  May  6th. 

H  .  Amwell  GP,  one  on  May  2nd.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  singles  on  May  3rd  and 
Aug  18th. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  one  on  May  2nd.  King  George  VI  Res,  one  on  Aug 
18th.  Queen  Mary  Res,  one  between  Aug  24th  and  Sept  1st.  Staines  Res, 
noted  on  30  dates  in  the  spring  between  Apr  29th  and  June  9th,  with 
peak  counts  of  three  on  Apr  29th,  five  on  May  1st,  six  on  2nd,  nine  from 
3rd  to  5th,  four  on  8th,  six  on  12th,  and  then  three  on  May  16th,  17th, 
19th,  June  2nd  and  8th;  in  autumn  present  between  July  14th  and  Aug 
10th,  mostly  singles  except  for  two  on  July  15th  and  22nd,  and  three  on 
Aug  1st  and  2nd.  Wraysbury  Res,  one  on  Sept  15th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  one  on  May  2nd. 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  singles  on  Aug  25th  and  Sept  29th.  Dartford  Marsh, 
singles  on  Aug  21st,  Aug  31st  and  Sept  19th.  Swanscombe,  eight  on  Feb 
18th,  one  on  Mar  4th,  three  on  Nov  10th,  at  least  15  on  Nov  18th,  13  on 
Dec  2nd,  five  on  9th  and  1 1  on  30th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  four  on  May  2nd.  Beddington  SF,  singles  on  Apr  28th. 

May  2nd  and  3rd,  and  May  13th.  Island  Bam  Res,  one  on  May  5th. 

\ 

216  Grey  Phalarope 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  from  Dec  16th,  was  still  present  at  the  end  of 
the  year  (pjv  et  al).  It  was  also  seen  on  the  adjacent  Wm  Girling  Res  on 
Dec  17th  and  18th  (pab,  rmc). 

Whilst  not  the  first  December  record  in  the  London  Area,  for  one  to  stay 
for  such  a  length  of  time  in  the  middle  of  winter  at  an  inland  reservoir 


ABOVE:  Long-tailed  Skua  ( juvenile )  at  King  George  V  Res,  September  1990 
(Photo:  Avian/David  Cottridge). 

BELOW:  Long-tailed  Skua  (juvenile)  at  King  George  V  Res,  September  1990 
(Photo:  Avian! David  Cottridge ). 


ABOVE:  Kittiwake  (juvenile)  at  Brent  Res ,  July  1990. 
(Photo:  Boh  Watts). 


BELOW:  Grey  Phalarope  at  King  George  V  Res.  December  1990. 
(Photo:  Phil  Vines). 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  1990 


65 


must  be  considered  highly  unusual,  and  it  is  certainly  the  first  such 
instance  in  London  (see  photograph  opposite  page  67  of  this  report). 

218  Arctic  Skua 

E  Purfleet,  a  dark  phase  adult  on  Oct  14th  (kb).  Rainham  Marsh,  singles 
on  June  3rd  (rfi)  and  Sept  22nd  (srp).  West  Thurrock,  a  dark  phase 
immature  on  Sept  9th  (mkd)  and  another  on  15th  which  was  seen  to 
attack  a  Hobby  (srp). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res,  a  juvenile  flew  NW  on  Aug  18th  and  two  adults  flew 
W  on  Sept  22nd  (hrg). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  a  light  phase  bird  on  May  12th  and  a  dark  phase 
individual  on  Oct  22nd  (bew). 

Nine  records  of  ten  birds  constitutes  a  better  than  average  year.  In  recent 
years  spring  records  have  occurred  once  for  every  ten  autumn  records 
and  June  birds  are  distinctly  unusual. 

221  Long-tailed  Skua 

E  King  George  V  Res,  a  juvenile  from  Sept  23rd  to  28th  (AJGy  et  al ). 

The  seventh  London  record,  the  most  recent  being  in  1988.  This  was  a 
most  obliging  bird,  allowing  its  many  observers  to  brush  up  on  the 
identification  characteristics  of  this  sometimes  difficult  species.  (See 
photographs  opposite  page  64). 

Skua  sp 

H  Aldenham  Res,  one  on  Sept  7th  was  probably  an  Arctic  Skua  (ns n). 
Rye  Meads,  two  flew  W  on  Sept  22nd  (rmrg). 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  flying  NE  at  15.45  hrs  on  Oct  8th  was 
probably  a  Pomarine  Skua  (ard). 

222  Mediterranean  Gull 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  as  recently  as  1985  a  possible  total  of  nine 
birds  was  considered  an  above  average  year  for  this  species.  Whilst  it  is 
impossible  to  be  even  slightly  accurate,  it  is  probably  reasonable  to 
assume  that  at  least  twice  as  many  birds  were  involved  in  this  year’s 
records,  perhaps  many  more.  Another  two  juveniles  were  seen  this  year, 
bringing  the  Area  total  to  seven,  the  first  being  in  1987. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  an  adult  on  Mar  15th  (crj).  King  George  V  Res,  a 
juvenile  on  four  dates  from  July  23rd  to  Aug  8th,  and  an  adult  with  a 
white  Dutch  ring  on  Aug  3rd  and  5th  (pjv  et  al).  Nazeing  GP,  a  first- 
winter  on  Mar  9th  (adw).  Rainham  Marsh,  an  adult  on  Jan  20th, 
Feb  10th  and  17th  (mkd,  srp)  and  throughout  November  (mkd). 
Romford,  an  adult  on  Aug  23rd  (kb).  Walthamstow  Res,  an  adult  on 
Nov  23rd  and  many  dates  in  December  (PFr).  West  Thurrock,  an 
adult  on  Jan  23rd  (scr)  and  a  first-winter  on  Sept  2nd  (mkd).  Wm 
Girling  Res,  a  first-winter  on  Jan  4th  and  5th,  and  an  adult  on  many 
dates  from  Jan  8th  to  Mar  6th  (rmc  et  al);  also,  two  adults  were 
seen  together  on  Jan  2*2nd  and  Feb  4th  and  5th,  and  an  adult  and  first- 
winter  together  on  Feb  12th  (rmc,  dl t  et  al);  in  the  latter  half  of  the 
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year  an  adult  was  seen  on  Oct  18th,  Nov  2nd  and  5th  (rmc,  scr). 

H  Croxley,  West  Watford,  the  adult  wintering  around  the  Holywell 
housing  estate  present  since  Nov  11th  1989,  remained  until  Feb  10th 
(mo)  and  then  returned  for  its  fourth  consecutive  winter  on  Nov  24th 
(avm)  staying  until  the  end  of  the  year  (mo). 

M  Alma  Road,  Ponders  End,  an  adult  in  almost  full  summer  plumage  on 
Mar  6th  (scr).  Kempton  Park  Res,  a  first-winter  on  Jan  20th  (dpb). 
Ponders  End  Lake,  adults  on  Jan  8th  and  Mar  15th.  and  a  first-winter  on 
Feb  20th  (ACy).  Queen  Mary  Res,  a  first-winter  on  Feb  11th  (djm.s). 
Staines  Res,  an  adult  on  Dec  16th  (dpb). 

K  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  adults  on  Mar  4th  (sjg)  and  Dec  24th.  28th  and 
30th  (sjg,  ajm).  Littlebrook  PS,  adults  on  Feb  11th  and  20th  and  Mar 
3rd  (scr)  and  a  first-winter  on  Sept  1st  and  3rd  (bew). 

S  Beddington  SF,  a  juvenile  on  Aug  5th  (gdjm,  nrs  et  al )  and  a  first- 
summer  flew  E  on  Aug  7th  (pra).  Thorpe  Park,  first-winters  on  Mar 
2nd  and  Dec  28th  (cl). 

1988  Additional  Record 

S  Trinity  School,  Shirley,  an  adult  photographed  on  Jan  30th  (A  Manvell). 

225  Little  Gull 

The  total  of  bird/days  in  1990  reached  414,  approximately  half  that  of 
last  year  (823)  but  still  higher  than  any  total  prior  to  1987.  Around  150 
birds  were  involved,  although  this  is  a  conservative  estimate  -  the  real 
number  may  be  far  higher.  Once  again  Staines  Res  dominated  the 
picture,  claiming  56%  of  the  bird/days  (230)  and  37%  of  the  birds  (55). 
The  table  below  shows  the  bird  day  distribution  by  month  and  county. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun  Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec  Total 

Essex 

- 

— 

28 

2 

3 

—  — 

38 

39 

7 

3 

-  121 

Herts 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

—  — 

2 

4 

— 

1 

13 

Middx 

— 

19 

42 

31 

40 

13 

66 

25 

8 

1 

-  245 

Kent 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

-  — 

1 

— 

11 

- 

18 

Surrey 

1 

— 

1 

— 

11 

—  — 

— 

- 

4 

- 

17 

Total 

1 

19 

72 

37 

62 

13 

107 

68 

30 

5 

-  414 

There  were  three  winter  records  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  -  adults  at 
Island  Bam  Res  on  Jan  1st  and  Staines  Res  from  Feb  1 1th.  then  another 
at  Staines  on  Feb  17th,  the  first  bird  staying  until  Mar  21st.  Apart  from 
another  long-staying  adult  which  arrived  at  West  Thurrock  on  Mar  3rd, 
spring  passage  proper  got  underway  in  the  last  week  of  March  with  a 
steady  trickle  of  birds  through  12  sites  over  the  next  six  weeks  or  so. 
There  were  only  two  counts  of  more  than  five  birds:  seven  at  Staines  Res 
on  Apr  25th  and  eight  at  Island  Bam  Res  on  May  3rd. 

There  were  no  June  records  and  the  only  July  birds  were  at  Staines  Res 
from  the  18th,  when  an  adult  arrived.  The  autumn  passage  was  also  little 
more  than  a  trickle,  again  through  12  sites,  w  ith  minor  peaks  on  Aug 
12th,  when  there  were  six  at  West  Thurrock  and  seven  at  Staines  Res 
(peak  counts  for  both  sites)  and  Sept  1st.  when  nine  or  ten  were  at  King 
George  V  Res.  The  only  other  count  higher  than  five  was  a  flock  of  1 1 
flying  down  the  Thames  at  Greenhithe  on  the  late  date  of  Oct  28th. 
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There  were  three  November  records:  a  first-winter  at  Amwell  GP  and 
three  adults  at  King  George  V  Res  on  10th,  and  a  first- winter  at  Queen 
Mary  Res  on  28th. 

228  Black-headed  Gull 

All  counts  of  2,000  or  more,  the  highest  counts  in  Inner  London  and 
records  of  abnormally  plumaged  birds  are  given. 

E  Nazeing  GP,  2,800  on  Jan  13th,  4,600  on  Mar  9th,  2,500  on  Dec  22nd 
and  8,500  on  27th;  also  a  melanistic  individual  on  Dec  21st  and  22nd. 
King  George  V  Res,  14,000  on  Jan  14th.  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  3,000  in 
January,  4,000  in  February,  7,500  in  March,  5,000  in  November  and 
December,  and  a  melanistic  individual  on  Nov  16th.  West  Thurrock, 
2,000  on  Dec  16th.  Wm  Girling  Res,  25,000  on  Feb  3rd,  and  a  leucistic 
bird  on  Jan  9th  and  13th. 

H  Rye  Meads,  2,000  on  Dec  9th. 

M  Brent  Res,  5,000+  at  roost  on  Sept  12th,  and  an  aberrant  bird  with  a 
white  mantle  present  on  Dec  8th  and  15th.  Kempton  Park  Res,  an  almost 
completely  albino  individual  on  Mar  20th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park, 
800  on  Mar  8th.  St  James’s  Park,  820  on  Mar  9th. 

K  Littlebrook  PS,  an  almost  albino  adult  on  Feb  1 1th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  c8,000  on  Jan  14th.  Beddington  SF,  up  to  4,000  in 
November.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  c400  on  Jan  21st.  River 
Thames  between  Westminster  and  London  Bridge,  c800  counted  flying 
upriver  between  16.10  and  16.50  hrs  during  gale  force  winds  on  Jan 
25th. 

It  should  be  noted  that  whilst  leucism  is  quite  regularly  seen  in  gulls, 
melanism  is  not,  and  observers  should  be  aware  that  staining  is  far  more 
likely  to  be  the  cause  of  dark  plumage  than  genuine  melanism  ( British 
Birds  81:  181-182). 

233  Common  Gull 

Highest  counts  in  each  county  and  significant  Inner  London  records  are 
given  below,  along  with  a  record  of  an  albino  individual. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  600  from  January  to  March,  with  a  peak  of  1,200  on 
Mar  3rd,  700  in  November  and  1,200  on  Dec  1st.  West  Thurrock,  600  in 
December.  Wm  Girling  Res,  an  albino  on  Nov  1st. 

H  Amwell  GP,  100  on  Mar  6th.  Totteridge  Common,  100  on  Mar  12th. 

M  Inner  London:  St  James’s  Park,  15  on  Feb  12th  and  22  on  Mar  9th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  150-200  in  November.  Inner  London:  River  Thames  at 
Westminster,  monthly  maxima  of  20  in  January,  35  in  February  and  40 
in  March;  during  gale  force  winds  on  Jan  25th,  95  birds  were  counted 
flying  upstream  at  this  site,  between  16.10  and  16.50  hrs. 

234  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

* 

As  in  the  last  two  years,  the  late  summer/autumn  passage  was  widely 
reported,  but  there  was  only  one  count  received  from  a  reservoir  roost. 
For  the  fifth  year  (and  fourth  in  succession)  breeding  took  place  -  a 
record  five  pairs  were  counted  when  one  observer  (nb)  obtained  a 
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rooftop  view  of  the  Kings  Cross  colony  in  early  June.  Details  are  given 
below,  along  with  all  counts  of  100  or  more,  largest  Inner  London 
gatherings  and  a  record  of  a  leucistic  individual. 

E  Dagenham  corridor,  1 1 1  on  Oct  1st.  King  George  V  Res,  a  leucistic 
adult  on  July  25th.  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  150  in  March,  200  in  July,  250 
in  August  and  200  in  September.  Wm  Girling  Res,  153  on  Apr  8th.  West 
Thurrock,  up  to  200  in  September. 

H  Amwell  GP.  150  on  Aug  13th,  200  on  Sept  22nd.  400  on  Oct  9th  and 
30th,  and  105  on  Nov  8th.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  120  on  Sept  10th. 

M  Staines  Res,  320  on  Apr  20th,  171  on  June  9th,  228  on  12th.  187  on  28th 
and  451  on  July  16th.  Wraysbury  Res,  4,300  at  roost  on  Sept  19th.  Inner 
London:  Kings  Cross  development,  at  least  five  pairs  nesting  and  c40 
birds  present  at  the  colony  in  early  June. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  360  on  July  14th,  330  on  Aug  2nd.  100  on  Oct  27th 
and  150  on  Nov  3rd. 

S  Holmethorpe  SP.  c250  during  January  to  March.  Inner  London:  River 
Thames  at  Westminster,  six  flew  upstream  during  gale  force  winds 
between  16.10  and  16.*50hrs  on  Jan  25th,  otherwise  no  more  than  one  to 
four  present  from  January  to  March.  Surrey  Docks,  seven  on  Mar  21st. 

235a  Herring  Gull 

All  counts  of  100  or  more  and  peak  Inner  London  counts  are  given. 
Major  gull  roosts  in  many  parts  of  London  remain  uncounted.  However, 
an  excellent  breeding  total  was  noted  in  Inner  London,  due  to  one 
observer  gaining  a  rooftop  vantage  point. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  450  on  Jan  14th.  Nazeing  GP.  520  on  Dec  27th. 
Rainham  Marsh,  600  on  Feb  3rd,  250  on  Mar  3rd.  250  regularly  from 
September  to  December,  with  700  on  Nov  24th.  West  Thurrock.  200 
from  August  to  December. 

H  Amwell  GP,  220  on  Nov  8th  and  100  on  Dec  31st. 

M  Inner  London:  Kings  Cross  development,  at  least  six  pairs  were  breeding 
in  early  June,  with  a  total  of  c30  birds  present.  St  James's  Park,  the 
resident  adult  with  yellow  legs  was  again  present  all  year  and  probably 
bred,  pairing  with  a  pink-legged  individual. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  100  on  Oct  27th  and  150  on  Nov  3rd. 

S  Inner  London:  River  Thames  at  Westminster,  seven  on  Mar  19th  was  the 
highest  count. 

235b  Yellow-legged  Herring  Gull 

The  low  numbers  reported  are  only  about  one  third  of  the  recent  annual 
totals.  It  is  particularly  notable  that  there  were  no  large  concentrations  on 
the  Lower  Thames  and  very  small  numbers  in  the  Kent  sector  where 
conditions  are  no  longer  attractive  for  this  bird  since  tipping  was 
discontinued  at  Stone.  However,  it  has  become  increasingly  apparent 
that  the  great  majority  of  Herring  Gulls  on  the  Lower  Thames  during 
July  and  August  are  of  the  yellow-legged  race  with  British  pink-legged 
birds  being  distinctly  scarce.  All  records  are  given  but  summarised  in 
tabular  form  for  the  main  sites. 
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Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

King  George  V  Res 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Rainham  Marsh 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

10 

10 

3 

2 

1 

1 

West  Thurrock 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

12 

30 

5 

2 

1 

— 

Wm  Girling  Res 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

1 

- 

1 

M 

Shepperton  GP 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Staines  Res 

- 

- 

2 

1 

1 

4 

14 

5 

- 

1 

— 

- 

K 

Dartford  Marsh 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

3 

4 

- 

- 

— 

Littlebrook  GP 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

— 

S 

Bam  Elms  Res 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Holmethrope  SP 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

River  Thames 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

— 

at  Rames 

Totals 

1 

3 

3 

2 

2 

5 

39 

55 

16 

7 

5 

2 

Sites  not  appearing  in  the  table  on  previous  page  are  given  below. 

E  Grays,  three  on  Aug  19th. 

H  Am  well  GP,  one  on  July  25th  and  two  on  Sept  18th  and  19th. 

M  Edmonton  Rubbish  Tip,  one  on  Sept  2nd.  Wraysbury  Res,  one  on  Dec 

23rd. 

K  Northfleet,  one  on  Oct  28th.  Orpington,  one  on  Aug  22nd.  Thamesmead, 
one  on  Aug  4th. 

S  Richmond  Park,  one  from  Jan  27th  to  Feb  4th.  River  Thames  at  Kew, 
one  on  July  31st  and  Aug  13th.  Thorpe  Park,  six  on  Jan  1 1th  and  two  on 
18th.  Walton  Res,  one  on  Jan  4th.  Inner  London:  River  Thames  at 
Chelsea  Reach,  one  on  Aug  9th  and  two  on  15th. 

236  Iceland  Gull 

E  King  George  V  Res,  an  adult  on  Jan  14th  (pf /•).  Wm  Girling  Res,  an 

adult  on  Jan  13th  (dl/  et  a l )  and  a  first-winter  from  Jan  31st  to  Feb  2nd 
(scr  et  al ). 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  a  second-winter  from  Mar  6th  to  9th  (khp  et  al). 

S  Epsom  Common,  an  adult  on  Jan  1 1th  (pbw). 

Four  birds  constitutes  a  return  to  mid-1980s  status  after  last  year’s  blank. 
A  good  showing,  especially  considering  the  mild  weather  during  the  two 
winter  periods  and  the  paucity  of  Glaucous  Gull  records. 

237  Glaucous  Gull 

E  Nazeing  GP,  a  first-winter  from  Dec  19th  to  21st  (sc r  et  al).  King 
George  V  Res,  a  first-winter  on  Dec  15th  (rmc).  Wm  Girling  Res,  a 
first- winter  on  Feb  9th  (rmc). 

With  perhaps  only  two  birds  involved  in  this  year’s  records,  this 
constitutes  the  worst  showing  since  1983  (when  there  was  none).  It  is 
hoped  that  it  was  only  the  mild  weather  that  prevented  more  from 
coming  into  the  London  Area.  In  addition  to  the  above  records  an  adult 
showing  characteristics  of  a  Glaucous  x  Herring  Gull  hybrid  was  seen  at 
Thorpe  Park  on  Dec  28th  (cl). 

238  Great  Black-backed  Gull 

This  species  is  very  poorly  recorded,  with  only  ten  sites  apparently 
holding  more  than  ten  birds  during  the  year.  After  last  year’s  good 
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counts  of  500+  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res  it  is  unfortunate  that  no  records 
were  received  from  this  site  in  1990.  All  counts  of  ten  or  more,  plus 
representative  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  75  on  Jan  14th.  Nazeing  GP.  15  on  Jan  13th  and 
160  on  Dec  27th.  Rainham  Marsh,  peak  monthly  counts  were  150  in 
January  and  February,  200  in  March,  200  in  November  and  150  in 
December.  West  Thurrock,  200  on  Dec  16th. 

H  Am  well  GP,  40  on  Jan  13th  and  50  on  Dec  31st. 

M  Inner  London:  St  James’s  Park,  three  flew  over  on  Jan  26th. 

B  Tilehouse  GP,  100  on  Dec  13th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  ten  on  July  13th,  32  on  Aug  25th,  1 1  on  Oct  2nd  and  15 
on  Nov  7th  were  the  monthly  maxima.  Littlebrook  GP,  14  on  Jan  1 1th. 
Sevenoaks  Reserve,  20  on  Jan  7th  and  Nov  10th. 

S  Inner  London:  River  Thames  at  Westminster,  up  to  three  in  January  and 
two  in  March.  Surrey  Docks,  two  on  May  18th. 

240  Kittiwake 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  a  first-year  from  July  24th  to  28th  (kb).  Grays,  one 
adult  on  Aug  19th  (scr).  King  George  V  Res,  an  adult  on  Feb  26th 
(rmc).  Rainham  Marsh,  an  adult  flew  up  river  on  Jan  17th  (asms)  and 
two  juveniles  were  present  on  Aug  26th  (dl?).  West  Thurrock,  an  adult 
on  Jan  27th  (mkd)  and  a  first-winter  on  Oct  22nd  (sc /•). 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  first-year  found  dead  on  Mar  1 1th  (br). 

M  Brent  Res,  a  juvenile  on  July  28th  (ACy,  scr,  dri  et  al )  -  see 
photograph  opposite  page  65.  Broadwater  GP,  an  adult  and  an  immature 
on  Mar  25th  (dsc).  King  George  VI  Res,  ten  (five  adults,  five  first- 
years)  flew  W  on  Mar  25th  (pn).  Queen  Mary  Res,  five  adults  on  Mar 
2nd  (cl).  Staines  Res,  an  adult  flew  W  on  Nov  1 1th  (avm,  pn). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Mar  10th  (mah,  asms). 

Fifteen  records  involving  around  29  birds  is  a  fairly  poor  showing  for 
this  species.  A  third  of  the  records  (including  the  only  flocks)  were  in 
March,  traditionally  a  good  month. 

245  Sandwich  Tern 

After  last  year’s  glut,  1990  saw  a  return  to  more  normal  status  -  29 
records  involving  58  birds.  Nine  records  were  in  spring,  all  between  Apr 
19th  and  May  10th,  and  of  the  autumn  records  almost  half  were  in  a  one 
week  period  spanning  the  end  of  August  and  beginning  of  September, 
coinciding  with  peak  counts  of  Common.  Black  and  Little  Terns. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  two  on  Aug  25th  (rmc)  and  27th  (serf  one  on 
Sept  4th  (pjv),  two  on  14th  (pjv)  and  three  on  21st  (ACy).  Purfleet, 
four  on  Aug  31st  (kb).  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Aug  27th  (mkd). 

H  Amwell  GP,  three  on  Apr  22nd  (gjw). 

M  Broadwater  GP,  one  on  Apr  19th  (je).  King  George  VI  Res,  two  flew  E 
on  Sept  1st  (pn).  Queen  Mary  Res,  three  on  Aug  27th  and  one  on  Sept 
1st  (hrg).  Shepperton  GP,  three  on  Aug  31st  (cl).  Staines  Res,  in  May 
five  flew  SE  on  1st  (frc)  and  singles  were  present  on  6th.  9th  and  10th 
(jah,  cl,  ass);  in  autumn,  one  on  Aug  1 1th  (pn). 
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B  M25  near  Iver,  two  on  May  8th  (ray).  Queen  Mother  Res,  three  adults 
on  Sept  20th  (cdrh). 

K  ^Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  Sept  9th  (ajm).  Littlebrook  PS,  a  moulting 
adult  on  July  12th  (cw n,  rw n).  Thamesmead,  two  on  Aug  23rd  and 
three  on  Sept  16th,  all  flying  E  (nrw). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  two  flew  W  on  May  5th  (rbh).  Beddington  SF,  singles 
on  Apr  30th  (pra,  rdw),  Aug  14th  and  20th  (NMr).  Inner  London: 
Battersea  Park,  two  flew  over  on  Aug  27th  (bm). 

247  Common  Tern 

This  species  goes  from  strength  to  strength  as  a  breeding  bird  in  London. 
Last  year’s  all  time  high  of  103  pairs  was  topped  by  a  minimum  count  of 
107  pairs  this  year,  or  a  maximum  of  146,  plus  another  three  pairs 
summering.  140  young  were  reported  from  83  pairs.  As  usual  around  90 
per  cent  of  breeding  occurred  on  rafts,  but  it  is  encouraging  that  seven  of 
the  Staines  pairs  took  advantage  of  the  gravel  islands  revealed  in  the 
drained  north  basin.  Unfortunately  last  year’s  unprecedented  Inner 
London  breeding  was  not  repeated  in  1990.  It  is  sobering  and  sad  to  note 
that  one  raft  at  Rye  Meads  was  completely  robbed  of  eggs.  All  breeding 
records  are  given  below;  passage  records  are  summarised  under  247/248. 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP,  one  pair  summered.  Berwick  Ponds,  one  pair 
summered.  Walthamstow  Res,  1 1  pairs  bred. 

H  Amwell  GP,  seven  pairs  raised  ten  young.  Cheshunt  GP,  three  pairs 
bred.  Rye  Meads,  36  to  45  pairs  reared  75  young  (the  total  is  uncertain 
due  to  one  raft  being  robbed  of  eggs).  Stanstead  Abbotts  GP,  one  pair 
reared  three  young.  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  pair  reared  three  young. 

M  Brent  Res,  four  pairs  raised  eight  young.  Broadwater  GP,  four  pairs  bred 
and  another  was  present.  Moorhall  GP,  one  pair  raised  one  young. 
Staines  Res,  32  pairs  raised  a  minimum  of  38  young. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  pair  raised  two  young.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res,  six 
pairs  bred. 

247/8  Common/Arctic  Tern 

Passage  records  of  Common  Terns  are  summarised  here,  together  with 
unspecified  observations  of  Common/Arctic  Terns.  The  first  bird  of  the 
year  appeared  with  nine  travelling  companions  at  West  Thurrock  on  Apr 
7th.  The  next  were  at  Amwell  GP  (2)  and  Staines  Res  (2)  on  13th. 
Passage  was  light  through  the  remainder  of  April  with  the  largest  flock 
being  27  at  King  George  V  Res  on  22nd.  However,  early  May  produced 
some  obvious  movements  with  several  inland  flocks  on  2nd  -  50  at 
Nazeing  GP  and  King  George  V  Res,  35  at  Hilfield  Park  Res  and 
fleddington  SF,  16  at  Broadwater  GP  and  15  at  Island  Barn  Res;  in 
addition  66  were  seen  on  the  Thames  at  Thamesmead.  Thereafter, 
passage  was  light  and  sporadic.  A  June  record  of  note  was  a  first- 
summer  bird  at  Staines  Res  on  24th. 

By  late  July  pasgage  flocks  were  already  beginning  to  appear,  with  70  at 
West  Thurrock  on  25th  and  50  at  King  George  V  Res  on  27th.' Birds 
moved  through  steadily  during  early  August,  and  there  was  an  apparent 
influx  mid-month  when  the  West  Thurrock  flock  peaked  briefly  at  180 
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on  15th  and  flocks  of  110  at  Staines  Res  and  32  at  Bam  Elms  Res  on 
19th  were  reported.  West  Thurrock  consistently  held  100+  birds  in  the 
latter  half  of  August  and  counts  of  200  on  28th  and  300  on  31st  were 
made.  Interestingly  these  high  numbers  were  not  reflected  at  other  sites 
-  it  frequently  seems  that  events  on  the  Lower  Thames  can  be  totally 
unrelated  to  what  is  happening  in  other  parts  of  the  Area!  Numbers  then 
dwindled  rapidly  through  September  with  120  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  4th 
and  50  at  West  Thurrock  on  22nd.  October  records  numbered  only  four  - 
one  at  Dartford  Marsh  and  two  at  Gillespie  Park  on  2nd,  five  at  West 
Thurrock  on  13th  and  finally  two  on  the  Thames  at  Chelsea  Reach  on 
15th. 

248  Arctic  Tern 

A  very  unexceptional  year,  with  only  two  double  figure  flocks  in  spring, 
both  at  Staines  Res,  and  no  more  than  four  birds  together  in  autumn.  All 
records  are  given. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Apr  19th,  two  on  24th  and  25th  (acv,  sc/-), 
one  on  May  11th  (rmc),  one  on  Aug  5th  (ACy,  pjv)  and  Sept  1st 
(pjv).  West  Thurrock,  singles  on  May  12th,  July  28th,  Aug  4th,  13th. 
14th,  18th,  28th  and  31st,  and  Sept  1st;  two  birds  on  Aug  1 1th,  25th  and 
29th,  Sept  5th  and  15th,  three  on  Sept  8th  and  four  present  on  Aug  31st 
(abi,  mkd). 

H  Amwell  GP,  singles  on  Apr  20th  (ah/*)  and  May  3rd  (gjw).  Cheshunt 

GP,  one  on  Sept  1 1th  (gjw).  Hilfield  Park  Res,  one  on  May  1st  (cib). 

M  Broadwater  GP,  singles  on  Apr  19th  (je)  and  Aug  27th  (avm,  pn). 

Queen  Mary  Res,  singles  on  May  3rd  (cl)  and  12th  (hrg),  two  on  Aug 
27th  (avm)  and  one  on  Sept  1st  and  2nd  (djms,  pn).  Staines  Res,  29 
on  Apr  23rd  (ass),  two  on  26th  and  one  on  30th  (rbh),  18  early  in  the 
morning  of  May  2nd  (cl)  and  two  on  3rd  (avm).  Inner  London: 
Regent’s  Park,  two  flew  SE  at  12.15  hrs  on  Aug  18th  (ard). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  May  12th,  one  on  Aug  21st  and  two  on  Sept  3rd 
(rd,  bew). 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  a  juvenile  on  Aug  23rd  (gwjh,  dm).  Island  Bam  Res, 
two  on  May  2nd  (pgws).  South  Norwood  CP.  four  on  May  2nd  (jbJ). 

1989  Additional  Record 

E  West  Thurrock,  two  on  May  14th  (mah,  asms) 

251  Little  Tern 

Fourteen  records  of  perhaps  37  birds  is  a  good  showing.  Highlights  were 
the  double  figure  flock  at  West  Thurrock  and  the  good  series  of  records 
at  Staines  Res  in  the  spring.  May  2nd  and  Aug  29th  have  both  turned  out 
to  be  highly  significant  dates  for  tern  passage  this  year! 

E  Fairlop,  two  on  May  2nd  (wm).  King ’George  V  Res,  six  on  Aug  29th 
(rmc).  West  Thurrock,  four  on  Aug  27th  (scr)  and  ten  on  29th  (abi). 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  May  13th  (br). 

M  Staines  Res,  singles  on  May  16th  (rbh,  djms)  and  2nd  (mo),  two  on 
May  9th  (cl)  and  further  singles  on  1 1th  (cl),  27th  (pn.  jas),  June 
17th  (pn)  and  18th  (rbh). 
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K  Thamesmead,  two  flew  E  on  May  4th  (nrw). 

S  Beddington  SF,  two  flew  E  on  May  2nd  (pra).  South  Norwood  CP,  two 
on  May  2nd  (jb^/). 

253  Black  Tern 

The  spring  passage  was  quite  marked  this  year,  involving  350+  birds  at 
17  localities.  The  first  birds  were  two  at  Hilfield  Park  Res  on  Apr  30th. 
These  were  rapidly  followed  by  1 1  at  three  sites  the  next  day,  then  an 
influx  of  around  1 10  birds  at  12  sites  on  May  2nd,  including  flocks  of  20 
at  Staines  Res,  18  at  Nazeing  GP,  15  at  Island  Bam  Res,  13  at  Hilfield 
Park  Res  and  1 1  at  Fairlop.  There  were  then  140  birds  at  eight  sites  the 
following  day,  including  flocks  of  46  at  Staines  Res,  30  at  Hilfield  Park 
Res,  24  at  Island  Bam  Res  and  20  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  All  these  birds 
moved  quickly  through  and  only  nine  were  reported  from  7th  to  12th.  On 
13th  however,  there  was  another,  smaller  influx  with  50  birds  at  seven 
sites.  Thereafter  ones  and  twos  were  recorded  sporadically  up  to  31st. 
There  was  an  isolated  record  of  five  at  Wm  Girling  Res  on  June  16th, 
then  two  July  records,  one  at  Littlebrook  PS  on  13th  and  two  at  Staines 
Res  on  27th,  perhaps  the  vanguard  of  the  autumn  movement. 

There  were  four  records  of  six  birds  during  the  first  two  weeks  of 
August,  then  an  unusual  and  isolated  record  of  17  adults  at  Staines  Res 
on  2nd.  Nineteen  more  were  reported  in  groups  of  up  to  five  over  the 
next  week  or  so.  On  27th  a  good  influx  took  place,  involving  1 14  birds  at 
only  six  sites  including  80  at  West  Thurrock  and  21  at  Staines  Res.  Most 
of  these  appeared  to  move  rapidly  through,  as  only  30  were  at  West 
Thurrock  the  following  day,  although  120  were  counted  here  on  29th. 
Small  numbers  were  noted  from  then  until  Sept  5th  at  various  well 
scattered  sites,  though  West  Thurrock  continued  to  attract  good  numbers 
with  50  on  Aug  31st  and  Sept  1st  and  60  on  Sept  2nd.  Thereafter,  apart 
from  ten  at  King  George  V  Res  on  14th,  only  four  more  birds  were 
reported  in  September.  The  last  of  the  year  were  a  party  of  five  at  Fairlop 
on  Oct  2nd  and  singles  at  West  Thurrock  on  4th  and  7th. 

254  White-winged  Black  Tern 

% 

E  West  Thurrock,  a  juvenile  at  the  power  station  outflow  from  Aug  27th  to 
Sept  6th  (mkd,  srp,  twb  et  al ). 

K  Littlebrook  PS,  a  juvenile  from  Sept  4th  to  6th  (bew  et  al). 

Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  both  these  records 
apply  to  the  same  individual,  which  obligingly  gave  many  observers  the 
chance  to  catch  up  with  this  species  in  the  London  Area.  It  was  the  first 
since  1982  and  the  26th  record  for  the  London  Area.  West  Thurrock  PS 
outflow  has  certainly  been  the  best  place  to  see  rare  terns  and  gulls  in 
London  in  recent  years;  the  last  three  White-winged  Black  Terns  have  all 
been  found  here,  as  well  as  a  Roseate  Tern  in  1988  and  Sabine’s  Gulls  in 
1987  and  1988. 

255  Guillemot 

M  Inner  London:  Richmond  Road,  E8,  an  exhausted  bird  was  picked  up  on 
Oct  22nd  and  handed  to  the  RSPCA  (rspca  per  nb). 
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This  species  just  scrapes  into  the  frame  after  two  blank  years.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  only  seven  records  of  Guillemot  had  occurred  up 
to  1972,  but  two  influxes  in  the  1980s  -  eight  in  1983  and  90+  in  1986  - 
rewrote  the  species’  status  in  London.  We  appear  to  have  returned  to 
normality  in  recent  years. 

257  Razorbill 

K  Swanscombe,  one  on  Dec  30th  .(bmu). 

The  24th  record  for  the  London  Area  at  a  typical  time  of  year.  Apart 
from  the  February  1983.  crop  of  records  all  but  two  have  been  in  autumn 
or  early  winter,  this  being  the  fourth  record  in  December.  The  last 
occurrence  was  in  1988. 

263  Feral  Rock  Dove 

Although  it  remains  under-recorded  in  many  areas,  more  information  was 
received  for  the  large  Inner  London  population.  It  is  a  common  breeding 
species  in  Central  London  both  in  built  up  areas  and  parks  and  a  common 
resident  species  in  Surrey  Docks.  Large  Inner  London  flocks  included  543 
in  St  James’s  Park  on  May  2nd,  up  to  102  feeding  along  the  River  Thames 
foreshore  at  Westminster  during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  165  on  Oct  2nd 
and  175  on  Dec  13th  at  Archbishop's  Park  and  up  to  180  in  Kensington 
Gardens  in  August.  Elsewhere  large  flocks  were  again  a  feature  of  the  rural 
parts  of  the  London  Area.  At  Amwell  250  in  May  rose  to  1,000  on  Sept 
2nd,  300  were  present  at  Ridge  on  Oct  15th  and  200  were  in  Watford  town 
centre  on  Oct  25th.  In  Bucks  642  were  reported  near  Horton  Lodge  on  Nov 
11th.  In  Essex  the  area  around  Hainault  Forest  was  particularly  favoured 
with  150  there  in  July,  200  on  Sept  27th  and  500  in  late  October.  Smaller 
three  figure  flocks  were  reported  from  Corbets  Tey,  Havering.  Kew 
Gardens,  Moor  Mill,  Oaklands  GP  and  Romford. 

264  Stock  Dove 

The  number  of  breeding  pairs  reported  from  each  county  is  shown  in  the 
table  below. 

, Inner 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

London 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Sites 

7 

9 

9 

3 

— 

10 

11 

Pairs 

23 

13 

19 

3 

— 

17 

20 

Just  under  100  breeding  pairs  were  reported  from  about  50  localities 
spread  evenly  through  the  outer  suburban  and  rural  areas.  The  most  at  a 
single  locality  was  ten  pairs  at  Osterley  Park.  Few  comments  on 
population  trends  were  received  but  it  appears  that  there  may  have  been 
a  decline.  To  enable  a  correct  assessment  of  the  trend,  more  comparative 
counts  would  be  welcomed.  In  Essex  d  decline  was  noted  at  Dagnam 
Park  for  the  second  consecutive  year  but  at  nearby  Hainault  Forest  there 
was  a  slight  increase  from  four  to  five  pairs.  Outside  the  breeding  season 
the  following  three  figure  flocks  were  reported:  Broadwater  GP.  327  on 
Nov  11th  and  150  on  Dec  26th;  Holmethorpe  SP,  148  on  Mar  30th; 
Rainham  Marsh,  100  on  Sept  8th  and  270  on  Oct  13th.  All  Inner  London 
records  are  given  below. 
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M  Inner  London:  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens,  present  in  breeding  season. 
Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair  in  the  breeding  season.  Regent’s  Park,  one 
pair  bred;  30  on  Jan  8th  and  17  on  Dec  31st. 

265  Woodpigeon 

High  numbers  remained  in  many  parts  of  the  Area  following  the  large 
influx  in  November  1989.  Up  to  600  were  present  at  Bricketwood  (H)  in 
January,  1,000  at  Hainault  Forest  (E)  on  Jan  20th  and  up  to  700  in  the 
Ruislip  Common  (M)  area  between  January  and  March.  Although 
widespread  as  a  breeding  species,  few  comments  on  status  were 
received.  These  included  20+  pairs  at  Hainault  Forest,  ten  pairs  at 
Holmethorpe  SP  and  12  pairs  at  Rainham  Marsh. 

There  was  again  a  large  influx  in  the  autumn  probably  including  birds  of 
continental  origin.  Three  figure  flocks  moving  S  or  W  were  noted  in 
many  areas  from  early  October  onwards.  At  least  3,000  moved  over 
Walthamstow  Res  on  Nov  4th,  500  flew  W  over  Romford  on  Nov  3rd 
and  500  flew  S  over  South  Norwood  CP  on  Nov  18th.  Numbers 
remained  high  until  the  end  of  the  year  including  flocks  of  1,000  at 
Coppetts  Wood,  Fishers  Green  and  Hainault  Forest  in  December. 

All  breeding  records  and  notable  counts  from  Inner  London  are  given 
below. 

M  Inner  London:  Barbican  EC2,  bred.  Kensington  Gardens,  several  pairs 
bred.  Kings  Cross,  present  in  the  breeding  season.  Regent’s  Park,  26 
pairs  bred.  St  James’s  Park,  39  on  May  2nd.  Swiss  Cottage,  NW3, 
several  nests.  Tower  of  London,  bred. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  18  pairs  raised  28  young.  County  Hall,  36 
flew  E  on  Jan  2nd.  Surrey  Docks,  common  breeding  species. 

266  Collared  Dove 

Despite  this  species’  energetic  colonisation  of  most  of  Britain  in  the  last 
25  years,  it  has  so  far  failed  to  establish  itself  in  Inner  London.  It  bred  in 
Regent’s  Park  in  1978.  Late  news  of  another  attempt  in  1989  in  St 
James’s  Park  nevertheless  raises  speculation.  Numbers  appear  to  be 
stable  but  few  reports  were  received  from  inner  suburban  areas.  Two 
pairs  bred  in  Alexandra  Park  (M),  the  first  breeding  record  for  that  area. 
Post-breeding  flocks  included  70  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  Sept  5th,  84  at 
Epsom  Common  on  Dec  9th  and  150  at  St  Albans  on  July  19th.  All  Inner 
London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Mar  27th  and  Apr  17th. 

1989  Additional  Record 

M  Inner  London:  St  James’s  Park,  a  pair  built  a  nest,  but  no  young  were 
reared  (m  kerr  per.  pjs). 

267  Turtle  Dove 

The  first  birds  were  at  Berwick  Ponds  and  Queen  Mary  GP  on  Apr  21st, 
but  most  areas  had  to  wait  until  the  general  arrival  at  the  end  of  April. 
Although  fairly  widespread  in  outer  areas,  numbers  do  fluctuate  from 
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year  to  year.  It  was  described  as  very  scarce  at  Tyttenhanger  GP  but  in 
the  Hainault  Forest  and  Berwick  Ponds/Rainham  area  of  Essex  there  was 
a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  pairs.  Elsewhere  five  pairs  bred  at  Rye 
Meads  but  very  few  reports  were  received  from  Kent  and  Surrey.  Apart 
from  a  presumed  wintering  bird  in  Ilford,  present  in  November  and 
December  (SG/?),  the  last  bird  was  at  Corbets  Tey  on  Sept  30th.  All  Inner 
London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  May  3rd  and  9th;  two  on  Sept 
17th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  PaFk,  one  on  May  21st. 

269  Ring-necked  Parakeet 

Numbers  were  similar  to  recent  years,  being  reported  from  about  50 
localities.  Although  most  were  again  south  of  the  River  Thames  and  in 
Middx  and  Bucks,  more  reports  were  received  from  Essex  where  there 
may  be  as  yet  undiscovered  breeding  colonies  in  the  Woodford  and 
Havering  areas.  Roosts  in  Middx,  Bucks  and  Kent  peaked  at  over  50 
birds.  Given  that  there  are  several  known  sites  from  where  no  records 
were  received,  and  the  numbers  in  the  Wray sbury /Horton  area  of  Bucks 
are  certainly  larger  than  reported,  the  total  population  of  the  London 
Area  is  probably  well  in  excess  of  250  birds.  Breeding  records,  double 
figure  counts  and  all  records  from  Essex  and  Herts  are  given. 

E  Connaught  Water,  Epping  Forest,  one  roosting  in  December. 
Havering/Harold  Hill,  two  to  three  on  many  dates,  may  be  breeding  in 
the  area.  Ilford,  one  on  Oct  8th.  King  George  V  Res,  singles  on  July 
28th,  30th  and  Aug  8th.  Wanstead,  four  on  Mar  6th.  Woodford,  one  on 
Jan  13th. 

H  Bowyers  GP,  one  on  Dec  3rd.  Cheshunt  GP,  one  on  Sept  10th.  Waltham 
Cross,  one  on  Nov  21st. 

M  Osterley  Park,  one  pair  present  throughout.  Queen  Mary  GP.  28  on  Aug 
29th  and  39  on  Oct  29th.  Shepperton  BR  Station.  90-100  flew  NW  on 
Nov  29th.  Staines  Moor,  one  pair  bred.  Syon  Park,  c30  on  Aug  7th. 

B  Horton  GP,  60  in  one  tree  on  Nov  3rd.  Wraysbury  GP.  38  on  Oct  27th. 

K  Chelsfield,  67  on  Jan  1st.  Downham,  25  .on  Jan  15th.  14  on  Aug  13th.  28 
on  Aug  28th  and  32  on  Nov  1st;  the  majority  of  these  sightings  related  to 
birds  flying  to  roost  in  Hither  Green  Cemetery.  Foots  Cray  Meadows, 
four  pairs  bred;  15  on  Oct  14th,  ten  on  Oct  27th  and  Dec  30th.  Hither 
Green  Cemetery,  42  on  Jan  1st  and  71  on  Dec  24th. 

S  Kew  Gardens,  25  roosting  in  November  and  December.  Richmond  Park, 
present  all  year  round  and  probably  bred.  Weybridge,  17  on  Oct  21st. 

271  Cuckoo 

» 

In  marked  contrast  to  1989,  spring  arrival  was  late  with  most  areas  not 
recording  their  first  birds  until  the  very  end  of  April  -  one  or  two  weeks 
later  than  usual.  The  first  bird  of  the  year  was  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on 
Apr  12th.  followed  by  a  scattering  of  single  migrants  during  the  next 
week.  Although  widely  reported  during  the  breeding  season,  the  general 
impression  was  of  scarcity  in  many  parts  of  the  Area  in  1990.  Relatively 
few  reports  were  received  from  Surrey  and  Kent  and  actual  declines 
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were  noted  in  the  Hainault  Forest  and  Berwick  Ponds  areas  of  Essex.  It 
was  noticeably  absent  from  Queen  Mary  GP  and  single  males  were 
reported  from  only  a  handful  of  localities  in  Surrey.  Only  at  Cheshunt 
GP  (five  males),  Hertford  Heath  (six  males  on  May  6th)  and  Rainham 
Marsh  (seven  males  and  three  females)  were  more  than  four  males  heard 
calling.  At  the  latter  site  the  species  has  increased  by  about  60%  in  the 
past  four  years.  The  only  definite  breeding  record  was  of  a  juvenile 
being  fed  by  a  Dunnock  at  Tyttenhanger  GP  on  July  25th.  Very  few 
remained  after  mid-August  and  there  was  only  one  September  record,  at 
Maple  Lodge  on  the  9th.  Inner  London  records  are  shown  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  May  17th  (ard). 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  two  on  May  13th  and  one  on  June  25th 
(bm). 

274  Barn  Owl 

Reported  from  the  same  number  of  localities  as  last  year  but  in  contrast 
to  1989  none  was  found  in  Middx  and  only  single  birds  reported  from 
Herts.  It  is  increasingly  clear  that  Essex  is  the  stronghold  of  this  species 
in  London,  where  as  many  as  ten  pairs  could  be  present  on  the  farmland 
at  the  edge  of  the  area  and  along  the  Thames-side.  All  records  are  given 
but  summarised  for  the  main  Essex  sites. 

E  Beckton,  one  pair  present.  Bulphan  Fen  area,  present  at  two  localities 
during  the  breeding  season.  Havering,  present  in  January  and  February. 
Rainham  Marsh,  present  all  year.  Romford,  one  pair  in  the  breeding 
season.  Stapleford  Tawney,  one  on  Apr  13th.  Theydon  Bois,  one  on  June 
4th.  Waltham  Abbey,  one  on  Oct  13th. 

H  Hatfield,  one  on  Sept  22nd.  Panshanger,  one  on  June  17th.  Rye  Meads,  a 
sick  bird  taken  into  care  on  Mar  13th. 

K  Dartford  Sewage  Works,  single  birds  in  June,  July  and  December. 

279  Little  Owl 

# 

The  number  of  breeding  pairs  (30)  showed  a  marked  decline  from  40+ 
pairs  in  1989  as  shown  in  the  table  below. 

Essex  Herts  Middx  Bucks  Kent  Surrey  Total 

1990  8  5  5  -  3  9  30 

1989  12  4  8  1  6  11  42 

This  probably  represents  a  real  decline  as  reports  came  from  only  50 
localities  (down  from  90  in  1989)  and  it  has  apparently  disappeared  from 
many  areas  of  rural  Essex  where  it  was  once  fairly  common.  However 
the  species  is  under-recorded  and  more  breeding  season  reports  would  be 
welcomed  to  establish  its  true  status  in  the  London  Area. 

280  Tawny  Owl 

Numbers  of  breeding  pairs  and  breeding  season  localities  are 
summarised  by  county  in  the  following  table. 

Inner 

Essex  Herts  Middx  London  Bucks  Surrey  Kent 

Pairs  17  7  19  6  -  17’  6 

Sites  15  13  24  8  -  13  12 
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The  majority  of  the  73  pairs  were  reported  to  have  bred  successfully  and 
it  was  found  in  over  100  localities  during  the  year.  With  at  least  seven 
pairs  located  in  Inner  London  it  is  the  only  owl  to  penetrate  the  centre  of 
the  capital.  Birds  were  also  present  close  to  the  Inner  London  boundary 
at  Hackney  Downs.  Four  or  more  pairs  were  reported  from  Easneye 
Woods  (4),  Hainault  Forest  (6)  and  Richmond  Park  (five  calling  birds). 
All  Inner  London  records  are  given.  * 

M  Inner  London:  Aberdare  Gardens,  NW6,  one  present  in  October  and 
November  (drp).  Belsize' Grove,  NW3,  one  or  two  present  all  year 
(mah,  drp).  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens,  present  in  breeding  season 
(crwpg).  Green  Park,  one  pair  present.  Hyde  Park,  one  pair  present 
( per  pjs).  Holland  Park,  one  pair  bred  (ja).  Regent’s  Park,  four  held 
territory  and  one  brood  seen  (ard). 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  pair  raised  two  young  (bm). 

281  Long-eared  Owl 

At  least  17  birds  occupied  three  main  roosts  in  Essex  and  Kent  during  the 
early  part  of  the  year.  Ten  birds  remained  in  January  from  the  1989  influx 
at  the  main  Essex  roost  and  although  numbers  subsequently  fell  at  this  site 
there  was  a  corresponding  rise  at  the  Kent  roost  to  1 1  birds  in  February.  A 
newly  discovered  roost  in  Essex  -  probably  in  existence  for  some  time  - 
held  at  least  four  birds.  One  pair  bred  at  a  site  in  Essex  and  breeding  was 
suspected  at  one  other  site.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  two  migrants  were 
reported  in  October  but  few  birds  were  seen  until  early  December.  Again 
three  main  roosts  were  occupied,  two  in  Essex  and  one  in  Kent,  but 
numbers  were  lower  than  at  the  start  of  the  year.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Chigwell  area,  two  in  January,  four  in  February  and  three  in  March: 
three  in  November  until  the  end  of  the  year.  Dagenham  Chase,  ten  on 
Jan  1st,  five  during  February  and  March  and  one  on  Apr  9th;  four  in 
December.  Dagnam  Park,  one  on  Oct  27th.  Locality  withheld,  one  pair 
bred.  Locality  withheld,  two  during  April  and  May  in  suitable  breeding 
habitat.  Walthamstow  Marsh,  one  on  Oct  21st. 

H  Bowyers  GP,  one  on  Nov  13th.  Cheshunt  GP,  singles  in  January, 
February  and  March;  two  on  Nov  6th.  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Jan  1st. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  in  January,  1 1  in  February,  five  in  March,  one  on 
Apr  4th;  two  in  November  and  six  in  December. 

S  Ham  Lands,  one  from  Nov  28th  to  the  end  of  the  year.  Holmethorpe  SP. 
one.from  Nov  28th  to  Dec  18th.  Mitcham  Common,  one  on  Nov  4th. 

282  Short-eared  Owl 

> 

Numbers  were  low  at  the  start  of  the  year  with  the  majority  of  the  birds  at 
Rainham  Marsh.  Only  15  individuals  were  present  for  the  first  two  months 
but  there  was  an  influx  of  migrants  in  April  some  of  which  lingered  into 
May.  Birds  summered  at  two  localities  including  one  where  breeding  has 
taken  place  in  recent  years.  Very  few  were  seen  in  the  autumn  and  the  main 
influx  of  wintering  birds  was  not  until  early  December,  about  one  month 
later  than  usual.  Only  eight  birds  were  present  at  the  end  of  the  year,  all  but 
one  of  these  braving  the  motorcyclists  and  falconers  at  Rainham  Marsh.  All 
records  are  given. 
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E  Fairlop,  singles  on  Jan  7th,  9th  and  Oct  22nd.  Netherhall  GP,  one  on 
Mar  17th.  North  Ockendon,  one  on  Feb  23rd.  Rainham  Marsh,  seven  in 
January,  ten  in  February,  eight  in  March,  three  in  April;  two  in 
September  and  October,  rising  to  four  by  the  end  of  November  and 
seven  in  December. 

Bowyers  GP,  one  on  Nov  6th. 

Perry  Oaks  SF,  one  on  Apr  28th.  Queen  Mary  Res,  one  on  May  2nd, 
found  on  the  reservoir  bank  being  mobbed  by  crows,  was  taken  into  care 
but  died  four  days  later. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  singles  on  Jan  9th,  Feb  15th  and  28th,  Mar  10th  and 
25th,  two  on  Apr  13th  and  three  on  Apr  18th;  singles  on  Sept  1st,  Nov 
1 1th  and  Dec  15th. 

S  Banstead,  one  flew  NE  on  May  6th.  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Apr  24th  and 
one  arrived  from  W  and  left  to  NW  on  Oct  22nd.  Field  Common,  one  on 
Jan  1 1th  and  two  on  Feb  23rd  and  probably  the  same  bird  at  Hersham  GP, 
on  Feb  10th  and  from  Mar  3rd  to  31st  with  two  there  on  Mar  17th. 

284  Nightjar 

Number  of  Churring  Male  Nightjars 
1965  to  1990 

30 
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2 
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The  Nightjar  has  declined  dramatically  as  a  breeding  species  in  the 
London  Area  over  the  past  25  years.  In  1965  as  many  as  29  churring 
males  were  reported.  There  was  then  a  steady  decline  until  1983,  since 
when  the  species  has  maintained  its  tenuous  foothold  in  our  Area  with 
between  three  and  five  churring  males  present. 

In  1990  both  the  traditional  sites  in  Herts  were  occupied.  With  no  reports 
from  elsewhere,  this  county  remains  the  last  stronghold  for  the  species  in 
the  London  Area.  Although  suitable  sites  remain  in  the  outer  parts  of  the 
Area  there  has  been  no  evidence  of  recolonisation  or  increase  as  seen  in 
East  Anglia.  All  records  are  given. 

H  Locality  witheld,  one  pair  during  May.  Broxbourne  Woods,  one, 
possibly  two,  pairs  bred  (gjw,  br  et  al ). 

Swift 

The  first  bird  of  the  year  was  at  King  George  VI  Res  on  Apr  22nd  and 
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was  followed  by  a  general  arrival  in  most  areas  during  the  next  two 
weeks.  Large  flocks  were  a  feature  of  early  May,  with  1.000  at 
Broadwater  GP,  King  George  V  Res  and  Staines  Res,  all  on  the  1 1th.  At 
the  latter  site  numbers  remained  high  into  July  with  5.000  on  May  26th. 
1,500  on  June  3rd  and  1,000  on  July  1st.  Other  large  mid-summer  flocks 
included  1,000  at  Ruislip  Common  on  June  19th  and  1.200  over 
Beddington  SF  on  June  15th. 

A  partial  albino  bird  was  present  at  Wraysbury  GP  on  May  1 1th  and  at 
Staines  Res  on  May  20th.  This  bird  showed  an  all  white  underbody 
lightly  flecked  with  black,  a  black  bib  and  white  patches  on  the  back. 

Return  passage  began  in  late  July  and  progressed  steadily  thoughout 
August.  Small  flocks  persisted  until  the  first  few  days  of  September.  The 
last  birds  of  the  year  were  four  over  Bexley  on  Oct  6th. 

M  Inner  London:  up  to  eight  in  six  localities  from  Apr  29th  to  Aug  14th. 
No  reports  of  breeding  this  year. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  present  from  May  12th  to  July  20th  with  a 
maximum  of  20  on  May  13th.  Surrey  Docks,  up  to  ten  during  the 
summer.  Vauxhall,  up  to  seven  from  May  14th  to  July  20th. 

More  reports  from  breeding  colonies  in  Inner  London  and  suburban 
areas  would  be  welcome. 

293  Kingfisher 

Recorded  in  well  over  100  localities  during  the  year  and,  with  at  least  66 
pairs  breeding,  the  species  enjoyed  another  good  season.  Its  stronghold  is 
north  of  the  River  Thames  with  46  pairs  in  Essex,  Herts  and  Middx. 
Relatively  few  pairs  were  reported  from  south  of  the  River  Thames  and  at 
least  three  of  these  failed,  possibly  due  to  the  dry  summer.  Up  to  four 
pairs  were  present  in  the  Berwick  Ponds/Ingrebourne  Valley  area  of 
Essex  and  at  Cheshunt  GP  in  Herts.  Elsewhere  in  the  Lea  Valley  up  to 
eight  were  recorded  at  Rye  Meads.  Queen  Mary  GP  played  host  to  six 
birds  on  Sept  1st  and  four  birds  frequented  Rainham  Marsh  where  the 
species  bred  for  the  first  time.  Numbers  of  breeding  pairs  are  summarised 
in  the  following  table  and  all  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

Essex  Herts  Middx  Bucks  Kent  Surrey 

1990  16  17  13  -  9  ll" 

1989  12  20  18  8  14 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  Oct  12th  and  28th  (bm). 
Surrey  Docks,  one  regular  from  Mar  2nd  to  Apr  20th  and  from  Nov  5th 
to  15th,  one  on  Dec  22nd  (da,  bb k). 

297  Hoopoe 

M  Gunnersbury  Park,  one  on  May  4th  (pjh).  Staines  Res,  one  on  the 
reservoir  bank  on  Oct  7th  (jah,  pn  et  al). 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  one  for  15  minutes  on  Sept  26th  (gwjh). 

Three  records  is  slightly  above  the  recent  annual  average.  A  typical 
spring  sighting  followed  by  two  rather  late  autumn  records.  This  dramatic 
species  has  now  occurred  in  the  London  Area  for  the  last  four  years. 
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298  Wryneck 

E  Cranham,  one  on  Sept  5th  {per  p  kilgour). 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Sept  8th  (br  et  al). 

M  Alexandra  Park,  one  from  Sept  22nd  to  25th  (gn  et  al). 

A  typical  showing,  and  the  second  autumn  record  in  as  many  years  from 
Alexandra  Park. 

300  Green  Woodpecker 

Present  during  the  breeding  season  in  over  70  localities  maintaining  its 
position  of  recent  years.  It  was  well  distributed  throughout  the  London 
Area,  with  the  exception  of  Surrey  where  the  six  localities  reporting  the 
species  cannot  reflect  its  true  status  there.  A  slight  increase  at  Hainault 
Forest  to  12  pairs  (11  in  1989)  and  at  least  seven  pairs  bred  at  both 
Bricketwood  and  Richmond  Park  (see  Table  2).  Most  other  breeding 
reports  concerned  one  to  three  pairs  only.  Outside  the  breeding  season 
wandering  birds  were  reported  at  Dartford  Marsh  in  September  and 
October  and  at  Dartford  Sewage  Works  in  October  and  November  -  both 
unusual  localities  for  this  species.  There  were  no  Inner  London  records 
this  year. 

302  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

Breeding  season  reports  came  from  well  over  100  localities  -  a  slight 
increase  on  1989,  and  it  continues  to  be  the  most  numerous  woodpecker 
in  the  London  Area  (see  Table  2).  As  with  the  Green  Woodpecker  it  was 
poorly  recorded  from  Surrey  which  had  the  majority  of  breeding  reports 
as  recently  as  1980.  No  reports  were  received  from  Wimbledon  Common 
where  25  pairs  bred  in  1989.  The  main  breeding  concentrations  were: 
Hainault  Forest,  15  pairs  (12  in  1989),  Richmond  Park,  ten  or  11  pairs 
and  Wormley  Wood  with  nine  nests.  An  increase  was  noted  in  the 
Berwick  Ponds/Belhus  Woods  CP  area.  All  Inner  London  records  are 
given. 

M  Inner  London:  Aberdare  Gardens,  NW6,  one  on  Sept  29th  (dr^). 
Holland  Park,  adult  and  young  seen  in  June  (ja).  Hyde  Park,  one  seen  in 
leaf  yard  (crpwg).  Kensal  Green  Cemetery,  one  on  Feb  3rd  (drp). 
Regent’s  Park,  one  pair  bred  in  or  close  to  the  park  (ard). 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  many  dates  throughout  the 
year;  a  juvenile  seen  on  July  18th  (bm). 


Table  2.  Woodpeckers  in  the  Breeding  Season.  Number  of  Pairs  at 
Selected  Localities  in  1990. 


Green 

Great 

Lesser 

Spotted 

Spotted 

E 

Belhus  Woods  CP 

3 

4 

1 

Dagnam  Park 

1-2 

3-4 

2 

Hainault  Forest 

12 

15 

5 

Havering 

3 

4 

2 

H 

Bricketwood 

7 

7 

,  1 

M 

Alexandra  Park 

1 

3 

1 

Brent  Res 

1 

3 

1 

S 

Richmond  Park 

7-9 

10-11 

4-5 
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303  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker 

Still  the  least  common  woodpecker  in  the  London  Area  but  there  is  no 
evidence  of  any  decline.  In  contrast  to  the  other  woodpeckers  it  was  well 
recorded  from  Surrey  being  found  in  over  15  localities  in  that  county. 
Most  reports  came  from  Herts,  Middx  and  Kent  but  it  remains  rather 
scarce  in  Essex.  However  an  increase  was  noted  at  Hainault  Forest  and  it 
was  found  breeding  in  a  few  well  wooded  gardens  in  the  Emmerson  Park 
area  of  Hornchurch.  Elsewhere  a  high  count  of  seven  birds  was  reported 
from  Hampstead  Heath  on  Aug  15th  and  breeding  was  established  for 
the  first  time  in  Alexandra  Park.  All  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  July  9th  and  Aug  7th  and  27th 
(ard).  Science  Museum,  SW7,  one  flew  over  towards  the  Brompton 
Oratory  on  Nov  7th  (pfc). 

310  Woodlark 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  two  on  Mar  12th  (ard). 

While  the  locality  is  a  surprising  one,  the  March  date  is  typical  for  spring 
migrants.  With  only  three  records  in  the  last  five  years,  this  species 
remains  a  fine  prize  in  the  London  Area. 

311  Skylark 

With  mild  weather  prevailing  at  the  start  of  the  year,  few  large  flocks 
were  reported.  By  far  the  largest  was  100  at  Rainham  Marsh  between 
January  and  March.  The  only  other  flock  of  note  was  60  at  Chelsfield 
(K)  on  Jan  1st  and  no  other  count  exceeded  50.  During  the  breeding 
season  this  species  is  undoubtedly  under-recorded  which  is  well 
illustrated  by  the  103  territories  located  during  a  special  census  at 
Rainham  Marsh.  Elsewhere  breeding  reports  included  eight  to  ten  pairs 
at  Holmethorpe  SP,  eight  pairs  in  Richmond  Park,  one  to  two  pairs  at 
Beddington  SF  and  several  singing  at  Crayford  Marsh. 

Autumn  passage  movements  were  widely  reported  from  early  October 
onwards  including  103  over  Rye  Meads  on  Oct  20th,  80  at  Coursers 
Road  Fields  (H)  on  Oct  28th  and  smaller  movements  elsewhere  in 
Middx  and  Kent  at  the  same  time.  Passage  continued  well  into 
November  with  110  at  Hawley  (K)  on  the  11th.  The  largest  wintering 
flocks  were  confined  to  the  Thames  marshes  with  100  at  Rainham  and 
up  to  250  at  Dartford  in  December.  Inner  Londofi  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Oct  16th  and  17th,  three  on  Oct 
19th,  two  on  Oct  29th,  four  on  Nov  2nd  and  one  on  Nov  29th  (ard). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  two  or  three  pairs  bred  but  the  old  habitat 
is  decreasing  (da,  bb k). 

313  Sand  Martin 

The  first  arrival  was  at  Rammey  Marsh  on  Mar  9th  to  be  followed  by  an 
early  influx  in  most  areas  over  the  next  two  weeks.  By  early  April  it  was 
widespread  in  small  numbers  and  a  strong  passage  was  recorded 
throughout  the  rest  of  the  month.  Large  counts  at  this  time  included  150 
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at  Amwell  GP  on  Apr  13th,  100+  at  Ponders  End  Lake  on  May  2nd,  100 
at  Staines  Res  on  May  8th  and  100+  at  Dartford  Sewage  Works  during 
May. 

Counts  from  breeding  season  colonies  were  again  incomplete, 
particularly  from  Essex,  so  the  drop  in  numbers  (706  holes  in  1990 
against  875  in  1989)  is  probably  not  so  drastic  as  it  appears.  By  far  the 
largest  breeding  colony  was  at  Apps  Court  GP  (S)  where  150-200  pairs 
bred.  The  number  of  colonies  and  nests  is  summarised  in  the  following 
table. 


Essex  Herts  Middx  Bucks  Kent  Surrey 

Colonies  3  5  2  -  -  6 

Nests  80  207  11  -  -  408 

Return  passage  began  in  late  July  and  by  late  August  some  large  feeding 
concentrations  were  present.  These  included  1 ,000  at  Staines  Res  on  Aug 
19th,  3,500+  in  the  Ingreboume  Valley  near  Berwick  Ponds  on  Aug  28th 
and  1,000  in  the  same  area  on  Sept  25th.  At  nearby  Rainham  Marsh  1,000 
on  Aug  24th  had  risen  to  2,000+  on  Sept  1st  with  at  least  1,500  still 
present  on  Sept  16th.  Birds  quickly  moved  out  of  the  Area  by  the  end  of 
September  and  very  few  remained  during  the  first  week  of  October.  The 
last  birds  of  the  year  were  ten  at  Beddington  SF  nearly  three  weeks  later 
on  the  late  date  of  Oct  24th.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  four  on  Apr  23rd  was  the  only  spring 
record;  in  autumn  present  from  July  13th  to  Oct  1st,  with  a  maximum 
count  of  20  (ard).  Kensington  Gardens,  two  on  Aug  13th,  ten  on  Sept 
3rd,  50  on  Sept  4th  and  two  on  Sept  6th  (rhk). 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  four  on  Oct  4th  (bm).  Surrey  Docks, 
singles  on  Apr  20th  and  May  2nd  (bb£). 

314  Swallow 

One  at  Broxboume  GP  on  Mar  25th  was  the  first  for  the  year,  but  the  main 
arrival  was  not  until  the  middle  of  April.  Some  breeding  sites  were  not 
occupied  until  the  end  of  the  month  or  early  May  and  no  large  counts  were 
noted.  Few  comments  on  breeding  status  were  received  but  at  Osterley 
Park  some  previous  breeding  sites  remained  unoccupied  and  at  Rainham 
Marsh  numbers  appear  stable  at  eight  to  ten  pairs.  Return  passage  was  well 
in  evidence  by  mid- August  at  Amwell  GP  with  750  on  the  14th  and  600 
on  the  26th.  At  nearby  Rye  Meads  there  was  a  peak  of  200  on  Aug  31st 
while  at  Beddington  SF  there  was  a  flock  of  300+  on  Sept  15th.  At 
Rainham  Marsh  a  feeding  concentration  during  August  and  September 
peaked  at  300  on  Sept  15th.  Other  three  figure  flocks  were  noted  during 
September  at  Hainault  Forest,  Maple  Lodge  and  Battersea  Park.  Few 
remained  after  mid-October  with  the  last  at  Cheshunt  GP  on  the  late  date 
of  Nov  23rd.  A  summary  of  Inner  London  records  is  given  below. 

M/S  Inner  London:  present  from  Apr  27th  to  Oct  5th  with  a  maximum  of  120 
at  Battersea  Park  on  Sept  30th. 

316  House  Martin 

The  first  birds  were  three  over  Regent’s  Park  on  Mar  16th  followed  by 
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one  at  Staines  Res  on  Mar  21st,  but  the  next  birds  were  not  recorded  until 
the  first  few  days  of  April.  A  general  arrival  was  noted  in  the  middle  of 
the  month  and  most  breeding  birds  were  back  by  early  May.  Breeding 
counts  included  18  nests  at  the  Royal  National  Orthopaedic  Hospital  at 
Stanmore  and  32  nests  at  Sunbury.  More  breeding  colony  counts  would 
be  welcome. 

Large  counts  were  a  feature  of  the  autumn  passage,  the  majority  in  mid- 
September  as  follows:  Rainham  Marsh,  at  least  3,000  on  Sept  16th  and 
1,000  on  Sept  23rd,  King  George  V  Res,  2,000  on  Sept  23rd,  Staines 
Res,  1,000  on  Aug  15th  and  1,500  on  Oct  6th,  Bam  Elms  Res,  1,000  on 
Sept  16th,  Island  Bam  Res,  1,200  on  Sept  16th.  Most  birds  had  gone  by 
mid-October,  slightly  earlier  than  usual.  The  last  bird  of  the  year  was  at 
Gillespie  Park  on  Oct  31st.  A  summary  of  breeding  records  and  large 
counts  from  Inner  London  is  given  below. 

M/S  Inner  London:  breeding  was  recorded  from  at  least  twenty  sites  mainly 
in  the  west  of  the  Area.  At  least  58  nests  were  located  but  more  details 
of  the  size  of  Inner  London  colonies  would  be  welcome.  Up  to  200  were 
recorded  elsewhere  in  Central  London,  particularly  over  Kensington 
Gardens  and  Battersea  Park  in  late  August  and  September. 

318  Tawny  Pipit 

M  King  George  VI  and  Staines  Reservoirs,  one  on  May  3rd  and  4th  (gjh/? 
et  al ). 


Seen  by  many  observers  on  the  grassy  banks  at  either  side  of  the  road 
between  the  reservoirs.  This  was  the  sixth  record  for  the  London  Area 
and  after  a  twenty  year  gap  is  the  second  in  consecutive  years. 


320  Tree  Pipit 

There  were  about  28  singing  males  at  14  sites  representing  a  dramatic 
reduction  of  more  than  48%  in  both  numbers  of  birds  and  sites  from 
1989.  The  first  bird  in  spring  was  at  Broxboume  Woods  on  Apr  7th  and 
the  last  bird  of  the  year  was  at  Stanmore  Common  on  Oct  1st.  The 
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summary  shows  the  breeding  season  distribution  with  numbers  of 
singing  males  in  brackets,  and  all  Inner  London  records. 

E  Dagnam  Park  (4).  Epping  Forest  (4).  Hainault  Forest  (1).  Ongar  Park 
(5).  Weald  Park  (1-2). 

Broxboume  Woods  (2).  Little  Berkhampstead  (1).  Potter’s  Crouch  (4). 
Stanmore  Common  (1).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Sept  9th 
and  three  on  Sept  24th  (ard). 

B  Black  Park  (1).  Wraysbury  GP  (1). 

K  Hosey  Common  (1). 

S  Limpsfield  Chart  (1).  Wimbledon  Common  (1). 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  singing  males  present  in  each 
of  the  last  ten  years.  The  downward  trend  of  the  past  four  years  is  very 
obvious.  With  ever  declining  areas  of  suitable  breeding  habitat  it  is  hard 
to  see  how  this  species  could  recover  to  the  numbers  present  in  the  mid- 
1980s. 

Year  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985  1986  1987  1988  1989  1990 

No  of  70  50  80  70  86  72  87  67  54  28 

singing  males 

322  Meadow  Pipit 

As  usual,  the  majority  of  breeding  season  records  came  from  the  Thames 
marshes.  The  species  was  widely  reported  on  passage  and  in  winter.  The 
largest  flocks  reported  were  200  at  Beddington  SF  in  October,  210  at 
Rainham  Marsh  on  Oct  13th,  180  at  North  Boreham  Wood  on  Dec  9th 
and  160  at  Rammey  Marsh  on  Oct  3rd.  Records  of  singing  males  or 
known  breeding  pairs  are  shown  below  as  well  as  Inner  London  records. 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP  (7).  Berwick  Ponds  (3).  Fairlop  (6).  Harold  Wood  (7). 
Hornchurch  (8).  North  Ockendon  (2).  North  Weald  (2).  Rainham  GP  (2). 
Rainham  Marsh  (109).  Roding  Valley  (3).  South  Ockendon  (6).  South 
Stifford  (2).  West  Thurrock  (10). 

H  Croxley  Common  Moor  (4).  Also  summer  records  on  single  dates  only 
from  Am  well  GP  (1),  Hatfield  Aerodrome  (1),  Letchmore  Heath  (1), 
London  Colney  (1),  Tyttenhanger  GP  (1). 

M  Bushy  Park  (1).  Downe  Barns  Farm  (1).  Rammey  Marsh  (4).  South 
Harefield  (1).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  small  numbers  on  spring 
passage  from  Mar  9th  to  Apr  6th;  the  first  autumn  bird  was  on  Sept  14th 
with  a  maximum  of  35  on  Sept  24th  and  30  on  Oct  9th  and  the  last  on 
Nov  2nd. 

K  Crayford  Marsh  (8+).  Dartford  Marsh  (10+).  Erith  Marshes  (2).  Joydens 
Wood  (1).  Littlebrook  Nature  Park  (1).  Scrubbs  Farm,  Bromley  (1). 
Thamesmead  (2). 

S  Beddington  SF  (1-2).  Mitcham  Common  (1-2).  Richmond  Park  (9). 
Woodmansteme  (1).  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  two  on  Aug  18th, 
four  on  Oct  7th  and  c50  on  Oct  9th.  Hays  Wharf,  one  on  Jan  9th.  Surrey 
Docks,  20  on  Jan  13th,  eight  on  Mar  1 1th,  up  to  eight  at  the  Ecological 
Park  from  Feb  23rd  to  Mar  31st,  and  30-40  from  Nov  15th  to  Dec  31st. 

1989  Correction 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  only  one  pair  bred  and  not  two  as  stated  in  LBR  54:80. 
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324a  Rock  Pipit 

The  majority  of  wintering  records  came  from  Essex  and  Kent  adjacent  to 
the  River  Thames.  There  was  a  small  spring  and  autumn  passage  noted 
primarily  at  inland  waterside  habitats.  All  records  are  summarised  below. 

E  Wintering  birds  at  Rainham  reached  maxima  of  nine  or  ten  from  January 
to  March  and  14  from  October  to  December.  West  Thurrock  had 
corresponding  maxima  of  five  and  six.  Other  records  came  mainly  from 
the  Lea  Valley.  In  spring  there  were  records  of  singles  at  King  George  V 
Res  on  Mar  20th,  21st  and  Apr  25th  and  at  Netherhall  GP  on  Mar  3rd.  In 
autumn  records  were  from  Sept  23rd  to  Nov  8th.  King  George  V  Res, 
one  or  two  from  Sept  23rd  to  Oct  18th.  Walthamstow  Res,  singles  on 
Sept  27th  and  Oct  30th.  Wm  Girling  Res,  singles  from  Oct  4th  to  Nov 
8th.  Other  than  in  the  Lea  Valley  there  were  singles  at  Chad  well  Heath 
on  Oct  1 1th  and  at  Fairlop  on  Oct  15th. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res,  one  on  Oct  13th. 

M  Spring  records  consisted  of  one  at  Rammey  Marsh  on  Apr  21st  and  a 
bird  showing  the  characteristics  of  the  Scandinavian  race  littoralis  at 
Staines  Res  on  Mar  13th.  Records  in  the  autumn  were;  King  George  VI 
Res,  one  on  Sept  29th  and  the  high  count  of  nine  on  Oct  11th  and 
Staines  Res,  a  maximum  of  two  present  from  Oct  12th  to  Nov  25th. 
Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Mar  8th  flying  NE  (ard). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  on  Jan  27th  and  then  present  from  Sept  28th  to 
the  year  end  with  maxima  of  two  in  September  and  October,  three  in 
November  and  one  in  December. 

K  All  records  were  from  along  the  River  Thames.  Dartford  Marsh,  two  in 
January,  three  from  Nov  2nd  to  19th  and  five  on  Nov  20th.  Greenhithe, 
one  on  Oct  22nd.  Swanscombe  Marsh,  up  to  four  in  January  and  ten  on 
Feb  18th;  nine  in  November  and  a  high  maximum  count  of  21  in 
December.  Thamesmead,  two  from  late  October  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  in  spring  there  was  one  on  Mar  3rd  and  two  on  Mar  4th; 
in  autumn  there  were  one  or  two  from  Oct  10th  to  Oct  23rd.  Beddington 
SF,  a  bird  showing  the  characteristics  of  the  Scandinavian  race  littoralis 
was  present  on  Mar  16th  and  17th;  in  autumn  birds  were  recorded  from 
Sept  27th  to  Nov  3rd  with  a  maximum  of  four  on  Oct  8th. 

324b  Water  Pipit 

The  total  number  of  birds  recorded  for  the  year  was  about  50%  higher 
than  in  1989,  with  a  minimum  of  25. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  three  on  Jan  1 1th  (SCr),  one  on  the  12th  and  two  on  the 
13th  (mkd),  one  on  23rd  (kb),  one  on  Mar  25th  (mkd)  and  one  on 
Oct  21st  (mkd).  Harold  Wood  SF,  one  in  January,  up  to  two  in 
February  and  March  (mkd.  crj,  srp),  singles  on  Oct  21st,  Nov  4th 
and  Dec  9th  (crj).  Rainham  Marsh,  two  from  Jan  27th  to  Feb  24th, 
singles  on  several  dates  to  Apr  7th,  two  on  Nov  15th,  one  on  29th 
and  one  during  December  (scr,  mkd.  srp). 

H  Rye  Meads,  singles  on  Jan  20th  (gjw),  two  on  26th  and  one  in 
February,  one  on  Nov  3rd  and  on  several  dates  to  the  end  of  the  year 
(rmrg). 
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M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  singles  on  Feb  25th  and  Nov  25th  (cl).  Rammey  Marsh, 
two  on  Nov  8th  and  9th  and  from  Dec  13th  to  the  end  of  the  year  (scr). 
Springwell  WCB,  a  single  from  Jan  9th  to  22nd  (mo). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  on  Oct  24th  (cl). 

K  Crossness,  one  on  Dec  11th  (nrw).  Erith  Marshes,  one  on  Feb  9th  and 
Mar  27th  (nrw).  Thamesmead,  one  in  summer  plumage  on  Mar  24th 
(nrw). 

,S  Beddirtgton  SF,  singles  on  four  dates  from  January  to  April,  one  in 
summer  plumage  from  Mar  7th  to  15th,  one  on  Oct  1st  and  two  to  three 
in  late  October  (pra  et  a l ). 

1989  Correction 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  the  bird  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  present  until 
Feb  19th. 

325  Yellow  Wagtail 

The  first  spring  migrant  was  at  Berwick  Ponds  on  Apr  1st  and  the  last 
bird  of  the  year  was  at  Queen  Mother  Res  on  Oct  8th.  The  number  of 
breeding  pairs  reported  increased  to  about  113,  the  main  increase  being 
in  Essex.  A  summary  of  breeding  season  records  and  passage 
concentrations  is  given  below  together  with  records  of  races  other  than 
M.f.flavissima. 

E  A  total  of  c85  pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season.  Pairs  were  reported 
at  Belhus  Woods  CP  (3),  Berwick  Ponds  (6),  Bulphan  Fen  (30),  Corbets 
Tey  (3),  Essex  Filter  Beds  (1),  Fairlop  (5),  Hainault/Havering  (5), 
Nazeing  (1),  North  Ockendon  (5),  Passingford  Bridge  (6),  Rainham 
Marsh  (15)  and  South  Ockendon  ($).  The  largest  concentrations  were  at 
King  George  V  Res  with  36  on  Apr  21st  and  62  on  Aug  7th  and  100  at 
Rainham  Marsh  on  Aug  27th.  Birds  showing  characteristics  of  the  Blue¬ 
headed  race  ( M.f.flava )  were  reported  at  King  George  V  Res  on  July 
18th  and  Wm  Girling  Res  on  May  12th. 

H  In  the  breeding  season  pairs  were  reported  at  Amwell  GP  (1),  Beech 
Farm  GP  (1),  Broad  Colney  (1),  Broxboume  GP  (1-2),  St  Margaret’s  (1), 
Shenleybury  (2)  and  Tyttenhanger  GP  (1).  The  highest  count  in  spring 
was  20  at  Amwell  GP  on  Apr  22nd,  and  in  autumn  at  Rye  Meads  on  July 
27th.  Birds  of  the  Blue-headed  race  ( M.f.flava )  were  at  Amwell  GP,  a 
male  on  Apr  22nd  and  23rd,  and  Rye  Meads,  a  male  from  Apr  30th  to 
May  17th,  a  male  trapped  and  ringed  on  July  7th  and  a  juvenile  on  Aug 
31st. 

M  Breeding  records  came  from  two  sites.  Ponders  End  Lake  (2)  and 
Rammey  Marsh  (3-4).  The  first  autumn  passage  record  was  of  three 
birds  at  Staines  Res  on  July  10th.  The  largest  concentrations  were  at 
Staines  Res,  with  c50  on  Sept  2nd  and  35  at 'King  George  VI  Res  on 
Sept  16th.  A  bird  of  the  Blue-headed  race  ( M.f.flava )  was  reported  at 
Perry  Oaks  SF  on  Apr  22nd.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on 
Apr  9th,  17th  and  28th,  two  on  May  1st  and  singles  on  Sept  12th  and 
13  th. 

B  The  highest  count  was  at  Queen  Mother  Res  with  50+  on  Sept  8th. 

K  Breeding  was  reported  only  from  Dartford  Marsh  (1)  and  Thamesmead 
(3).  Highest  count  was  at  Dartford  Marsh  with  35  on  Sept  25th. 
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S  Breeding  was  reported  from  Beddington  SF  (8)  which  also  had  the  highest 
count,  95+  on  Sept  16th.  Birds  of  the  Blue-headed  race  ( Mf.flava )  were 
also  reported  from  Beddington  SF,  with  singles  on  Apr  13th  and  29th.  two 
on  May  7th  and  one  or  two  on  July  7th  and  8th.  A  female  Blue-headed 
( M.f.flava )  bred  with  a  male  Yellow  ( M.f.flavissima )  at  this  site.  Inner 
London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  May  1st.  Surrey  Docks,  two  or  three  pairs 
bred  between  Russia  and  Canada  Docks. 

327  Grey  Wagtail 

There  were  reports  of  approximately  67  pairs  during  the  breeding  season 
with  additional  birds  present  at  several  other  sites  -  a  similar  total  to  last 
year.  Breeding  season  records  and  maximum  counts  are  given  along  with 
Inner  London  records. 

E  Pairs  bred  or  were  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Brentwood,  Harlow, 
Harold  Wood  SF,  Loughton,  North  Ockendon,  Rainham.  Romford. 
Seven  Kings,  Sewardstone,  Waltham  Abbey,  Walthamstow  Res  and  Wm 
Girling  Res. 

H  Pairs  bred  or  were  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Hampermill,  Maple 
Lodge,  Rye  Meads,  Stanstead  Lock,  Stocker’s  Lake,  Tyttenhanger  GP 
and  Watford.  Outside  the  breeding  season  the  highest  count  was  six  at 
Rye  Meads  in  December. 

M  Pairs  bred  or  were  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Brent  Res, 
Broadwater  GP,  Cranford  Park,  Enfield  Lock,  Enfield  (Wildwoods 
Lake),  Grovelands  Park,  Harefield  (Grand  Union  Canal),  Hounsden 
Gutter,  Kempton  Park  Res,  Mill  Hill,  Queen  Mary  GP.  Ruislip  Gardens. 
Stanmore,  Wood  Green  Res  (two  broods).  Records  from  other  months 
were  well  distributed  with  the  largest  count  of  five  at  Broadwater  GP  on 
Mar  11th.  Inner  London:  present  during  the  breeding  season  at 
Buckingham  Palace  Gardens  (early  spring)  and  Regent's  Park  (bred). 
Outside  the  breeding  season  there  were  records  of  singles  at  St  James's 
Park,  St  Paul’s  Cathedral  and  Vincent  Square. 

B  Pairs  bred  or  were  present  during  the  breeding  season  at  Denham  and 
Wraysbury  GP.  Outside  the  breeding  season  there  were  no  counts  of 
more  than  two. 

K  Pairs  bred  or  were  present  during  the  breeding  season  at  Broomwood 
Lakes  (Orpington),  Crayford  (1-2  pairs  on  River  Cray  between  Crayford 
and  Bexley),  Darenth  Valley  (2-3  pairs  Brooklands  Lakes  to  Darenth), 
Foots  Cray  Meadows,  Grove  Park,  Ruxley  GP,  Sevenoaks  Reserve  and 
St  Mary’s  Cray.  During  the  breeding  season  birds  were  also  present  at 
Dartford  Sewage  Works,  Farningham  and  St  Paul's  Cray.  Widely 
distributed  outside  the  breeding  season  with  the  highest  count  of  four  at 
Foots  Cray  Meadows  from  September  to  November. 

S  Pairs  bred  or  were  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Barn  Elms  Res, 
Beddington  SF,  Bourne  Hall,  Croydon,  Holmethorpe  SP,  Hogsmill  SF, 
Island  Barn  Res,  River  Mole  (at  Leatherhead),  South  Norwood  CP. 
River  Wandle  (nine  pairs),  Watermeads  and  Wimbledon  Park.  The 
highest  count  was  eight  at  Beddington  SF  on  Sept  14th.  Inner  London:  a 
pair  bred  at  Battersea  Park  and  one  was  at  Hays  Wharf  on  Apr  24th. 
Outside  the  breeding  season  there  were  four  at  Battersea  Park  on  Oct  4th 
and  also  reported  from  County  Hall,  Globe  Theatre  site,  Hays  Wharf, 
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Lambeth  Bridge,  St  Thomas’s  Hospital  and  Surrey  Docks  (1-2). 

328a  Pied  Wagtail 

A  widespread  but  thinly  distributed  resident  and  winter  visitor, 
sometimes  forming  large  roosts  in  winter  which  can  be  surprisingly 
inconspicuous.  There  is  some  evidence  of  passage  through  the  Area  in 
spring  and  autumn.  Several  pairs  were  reported  to  have  bred  in  Inner 
London,  with  others  present  during  the  summer.  Large  counts  and  roosts 
are  summarised  below. 

E  Belhus  Wood  CP,  60  at  a  roost  in  November  and  December.  Harold 
Wood,  100  on  Jan  14th  and  165  on  Dec  9th.  Rainham  Marsh,  100  on  Oct 
27th. 

H  Mill  Green  SF,  147  on  Jan  21st,  120  on  Feb  10th,  107  on  Mar  25th,  39 
on  Sept  8th,  42  on  Oct  27th,  50  on  Nov  3rd  and  141  on  Dec  29th;  eight 
pairs  bred.  Potters  Crouch,  40  on  Dec  4th.  Rye  Meads,  60  on  Jan  14th, 
85  on  Feb  17th,  98  on  Aug  18th,  77  on  9th  Sept,  260  on  Nov  1 1th  and 
172  on  Dec  15th.  Stanstead  Abbotts  GP,  300  on  Feb  2nd  dropping  to  40 
by  Feb  23rd,  and  260  on  Nov  10th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  40  on  Sept  15th. 

M  Highway  Farm,  Harefield,  spring  passage  noted  in  March  with  28  birds 
on  the  4th  and  10th.  Queen  Mary  GP,  40  on  Oct  4th.  Rammey  Marsh, 
maxima  recorded  in  feeding  flocks  were  337  on  Nov  24th  and  355  on 
Dec  13th,  representing  a  large  increase  over  previous  years.  Uxbridge, 
150  in  the  town  centre  roost  in  November.  Wood  Green  Res,  55  on  Sept 
12th  and  51  on  the  26th.  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  one  pair  bred. 
Kings  Cross,  a  pair  present  in  the  breedjng  season.  Regent’s  Park,  a  pair 
bred  in  or  nearby  the  park.  Warwick  Place,  W9,  one  seen  collecting  food 
in  June.  Present  at  several  other  sites  in  the  breeding  season.  Small 
numbers  were  recorded  in  several  areas  and  birds  were  regularly 
reported  over  flying  Regent’s  Park  in  the  evening  to  “their  roost  in 
Paddington”  but  no  roosts  were  reported  at  first  hand. 

B  Iver  SF,  70+  on  Jan  1st  and  40+  on  Feb  1 1th. 

K  Dartford  Sewage  Works,  120  in  November  and  60+  in  December;  birds 
were  seen  overflying  the  industrial  estate  at  dusk  in  winter,  perhaps  to 
roost  at  this  site.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  350  on  Feb  4th  and  470  on  Feb 
18th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  30  on  Mar  24th  and  100  on  Sept  5th.  Beddington  SF, 
counts  of  100  in  October,  cl50  on  Nov  2nd  and  200  in  December. 
Holmethorpe  SP,  93+  on  Oct  24th.  Kingston,  cl 00  on  Nov  10th  at  a 
roost  in  a  church.  Inner  London:  one  pair  bred  in  Battersea  Park  and  five 
to  ten  pairs  in  Surrey  Docks. 

328b  White  Wagtail 

An  average  number  of  birds  was  reported  on  spring  passage  which  lasted 
from  Mar  1 1th  to  the  late  date  of  June  2nd.  Records  came  from  21  sites 
involving  at  least  56  birds,  the  largest  count  being  six  at  Bam  Elms  Res 
on  Apr  23rd  and  at  Staines  Res  on  the  14th.  There  were  four  records  in 
autumn.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  two  on  Mar  25th  and  one  on  Apr  1st  (srp).  Dagenham 
Chase,  singles  on  Mar  11th  (srp)  and  Apr  13th  (abi).  Fairlop,  two  on 
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Apr  17th  and  18th  and  one  on  the  22nd,  23rd  and  25th  (abi).  Fishers 
Green,  four  on  Apr  20th  and  one  on  Apr  26th  (gjw).  King  George  V 
Res,  singles  on  Mar  31st,  Apr  5th,  6th  and  18th,  four  on  19th  (rmc), 
two  on  25th,  and  one  on  Sept  9th  (ACy).  Walthamstow  Res,  singles  on 
Mar  24th  (psaa)  and  Apr  13th  (lg d).  Wm  Girling  Res,  singles  on  Mar 
14th  (mjm),  30th  and  on  seven  dates  in  April,  two  there  on  Apr  18th 
and  three  on  23rd  (rmc). 

H  Amwell  GP,  singles  on  Apr  18th  (mrs),  22nd  (br),  23rd  (gjw)  and  on 
Aug  24th  (cci).  Maple  Lodge,  one  on  Sept  10th  (sjc).  Stocker’s  Farm, 
one  on  Apr  19th  (sjc).  Tyttenhanger  GP,  one  on  Sept  19th  (shm). 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  one  on  Mar  28th  (djms),  three  on  Apr  28th  and 
one  on  Apr  29th  (pn).  Rammey  Marsh,  three  on  Mar  26th  and  singles 
on  Apr  13th  and  Apr  22nd  (scr).  Staines  Res,  one  on  Apr  6th  (mw /-), 
8th  (ajbl)  and  9th  (cdrh),  six  on  Apr  14th  (cl),  one  on  Apr  15th 
(djms)  and  two  on  Apr  16th  (cl).  Stanmore,  one  on  Apr  19th  (hnhs). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Apr  27th  (cw n,  rw n).  Thamesmead,  one  on 
Apr  20th  (DDtf ,  rg n). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  one  on  Apr  12th  (rbh),  four  on  22nd  (bpa),  six  on 
23rd,  four  on  24th  and  one  on  30th  (mgc).  Beddington  SF,  singles  on 
Apr  13th  (pra  et  al),  22nd  and  23rd  and  June  2nd  (gwm). 
Holmethorpe  SP,  a  pair  from  Mar  21st  to  25th  (gwjh,  dm).  Island 
Bam  Res,  three  on  Apr  7th  and  two  on  the  8th  (pgws). 

1989  Correction 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  singles  were  present  on  May  13th,  25th  and  26th.  not  as 
stated  in  LBR  54:84. 

329  Waxwing 

The  fifth  consecutive  year  that  this  species  has  appeared  in  the  report  and 
that  Essex  has  been  represented. 


E  Epping  Forest,  one  on  Nov  24th  (hv).  Hainault  Forest,  one  on  Dec  15th 
(mkd). 
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B  Horton  GP,  one  flew  NNW  on  Nov  1 1th  (avm,  pn). 

331  Wren 

Numbers  reported  indicate  that  Wrens  have  continued  to  prosper  and 
that  the  population  has  remained  healthy.  Significant  breeding  concen¬ 
trations  with  number  of  pairs  or  singing  males  in  parentheses  are  given. 

,E  Dagenham  Chase  (16).  Hainault  Forest  (60).  Rainham  Marsh  (26). 

H  Amwell  GP  (16),  (18  in  1989).  Cheshunt  GP  (84),  (73  in  1989). 
Chorleywood  Common  (26),  (same  as  1989).  Rickmansworth 
Aquadrome,  (24),  (27  in  1988). 

M  Bishop’s  Park,  Fulham  (12).  Brent  Res  (66),  (56  in  1989).  Osterley  Park 
(15),  (ten  in  1989).  Inner  London:  in  the  breeding  season  reported  from 
The  Barbican,  EC1,  two  singing  males,  Delamere  Terrace  W2,  one  male 
singing,  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  five  territories  (same  as 
1989)  and  St  James’s  Park,  four  singing  males  (same  as  1989). 

K  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  maximum  of  18  on  June  12th.  Dartford  Heath, 
(21)  in  50  acre  section.  Hall  Place  Gardens  (14).  Sevenoaks  Reserve, 
maximum  of  40  on  Apr  5th. 

S  Arbrook  Common  (58).  Holmethorpe  SP  (12).  Inner  London:  Battersea 
Park  (22). 

333  Dunnock 

A  common  resident  even  in  the  centre  of  the  city  in  parks,  squares  and 
gardens.  Significant  breeding  records  are  given. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  1 1  territories.  Hainault  Forest,  40  territories.  Rainham 
Marsh,  17  territories. 

H  Amwell  GP,  seven  singing  males.  Cheshunt  GP,  23  singing  males. 
Chorleywood  Common,  five  males  singing  in  May.  Rickmansworth 
Aquadrome,  five  singing  males  on  June  10th. 

M  Brent  Res,  30  pairs  on  CBC  plot  (28  in  1989).  Bishop’s  Park,  Fulham, 
25  territories.  Osterley  Park,  seven  territories  in  CBC  plot  (five  in  1989). 
Rammey  Marsh  SF,  12  on  Dec  13th.  Inner  London:  widespread  as  a 
breeding  bird.  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  eight  territories. 
Regent’s  Park,  12  pairs  bred.  St  James’s  Park,  two  pairs. 

K  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  maximum  of  18  in  March.  Dartford  Heath,  ten 
singing  males  in  50  acre  section.  Hall  Place  Gardens,  four  singing  males 
on  Mar  24th. 

S  Barwell  Court  Farm,  14  territories  in  CBC  area.  Holmethorpe  SP,  four 
pairs.  Watermeads,  three  to  four  pairs.  Inner  London:  widespread  in 
suitable  areas.  Battersea  Park,  17  pairs;  outside  the  breeding  season 
counts  of  c50  on  Feb  10th  and  Nov  25th. 

s 

336  Robin 

A  widespread  and  abundant  resident  throughout  the  London  Area. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  12  territories.  Hainault  Forest,  50  territories.  Rainham 
Marsh,  nine  territories. 

H  Amwell  GP,  four  singing  males.  Cheshunt  GP,  ten  pairs.  Chorleywood 
Common,  22  singing  males  on  May  6th. 
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M  Bishop’s  Park,  Fulham,  16  territories.  Brent  Res,  27  pairs  on  census  plot 
(21  in  1989).  Osterley  Park,  nine  territories  on  census  plot  (13  in  1989). 
Staines  Moor,  much  larger  numbers  than  usual  on  Dec  15th.  Inner 
London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  eight  territories  in  CBC  area. 
Regent’s  Park,  14  pairs  bred.  St  James’s  Park,  five  birds  on  May  2nd. 
Also  recorded  in  other  suitable  areas. 

K  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  maximum  of  25  on  Feb  5th.  Dartford  Heath.  17 
singing  on  Mar  24th  in  50  acre  section.  Dartford  Sewage  Works, 
maximum  of  14  in  October.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  ten  on  April  5th. 

S  Arbrook  Common,  34  territories  in  CBC  area.  Holmethorpe  SP.  three  to 
five  pairs  bred.  Park  Farm,  33  territories  in  CBC  area.  Watermeads,  two 
or  three  territories.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  18  pairs  bred  (23  in 
1989).  Archbishops  Palace,  Lambeth,  three  singing  males  in  March. 
Surrey  Docks,  about  ten  breeding  pairs. 

338  Nightingale 

The  downward  trend  noted  last  year  seems  to  continue  with  no  more 
than  18  singing  males  reported,  compared  with  25  in  1989  and  34  in 
1988.  All  records  are  given  below. 

E  Epping  Forest,  up  to  six  singing  males,  mainly  around  Connaught  Water 
(abi,  pab  et  al).  Hainault  Forest,  three  singing  males  (mkd).  Orsett 
GC,  one  on  June  24th  (kb). 

H  Broxboume  Woods,  one  on  July  12th  (shm).  Oakhill  Park,  East  Barnet, 
a  pair  bred  but  failed  (pj  madder  per  CHr).  Tumford  Marsh,  one  singing 
in  May  and  June  (gjw).  Wormley  Park,  a  male  singing  on  May  13th 
(kws). 

M  Brent  Res,  one  on  Aug  27th  (rb d).  Ruislip  Common,  one  singing  in 
May  (je).  Springwell  Farm,  Harefield,  one  singing  on  June  10th 
(rdnhs). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  one  singing  on  Apr  20th  (cl)  and  one  ringed  on  Aug 
1 1th  (rrg). 

K  Dartford  Sewage  Works,  one  in  August  (pc).  Thamesmead.  one  singing 
on  Apr  19th  and  one  half  a  mile  away  on  May  1st  presumably  relate  to 
the  same  bird  (nrw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  one  singing  on  May  5th  (rbh,  nrs).  Bookham 
Common,  one  singing  on  May  1st  (am)  and  June  4th  (rhk).  Ham 
Lands,  one  on  Apr  17th  (rjh). 

342  Black  Redstart 

The  number  of  breeding  season  records  rose  from  the  low  point  reached 
last  year.  Passage  records  remained  at  a  low  ebb  however  and  there  were 
only  two  winter  records:  the  usual  bird  at.  King  George  VI  Res/Staines 
Res  (January  to  March  and  October  to  December)  and  one  at  Belvedere 
PS  (December).  Spring  passage  was  recorded  from  Feb  25th  at  four  sites 
and  autumn  passage  from  Aug  3rd  to  Nov  25th  at  eight  sites.  Breeding 
season  records  are  summarised  below  and  show  an  increase  from  last 
year’s  total  of  15  to  22  males  although  not  all  were  proved  to  be 
breeding.  It  is  difficult  to  be  certain  of  the  number  of  pairs  in  industrial 
areas  where  birds  make  only  occasional  appearances  in  surrounding 
streets. 
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Pairs 

Other 

Additional 

Proved 

Pairs 

Singing 

Breeding 

Present 

Males 

E 

Beckton 

_ 

_ 

3 

Purfleet  Dock 

1 

- 

— 

Rainham  Marsh 

3 

- 

— 

H 

Cheshunt 

1 

- 

- 

M 

Tottenham  Marsh 

- 

- 

1 

IL 

Kings  Cross 

- 

- 

1 

K 

Belvedere  PS 

1 

- 

1 

Littlebrook  PS 

— 

- 

1 

Woolwich 

- 

- 

1 

S 

Bankside  PS 

— 

1 

- 

Barnes  (Harrods 

1 

- 

- 

Depository) 

Selhurst  BR  Depot 

1 

_ 

IL 

Battersea 

- 

1  + 

— 

Hays  Wharf 

- 

- 

1 

Rotherhithe 

- 

1 

- 

Surrey  Docks 

1 

- 

1 

Totals 

9 

3+ 

10 

343  Redstart 

The  first  bird  in  spring  was  at  Dagnam  Park  on  Apr  4th  followed  by  one 
at  Epsom  Common  on  the  5th.  There  were  records  of  16  bird/days  in 
spring,  a  decline  of  50%  from  last  year.  Most  arrivals  were  from  Apr 
12th  to  Apr  29th  with  the  last  on  May  19th  at  Hampstead  Heath.  The 
breeding  population  in  Epping  Forest  fell  to  only  two  pairs  with  two 
additional  singing  males.  There  were  also  breeding  season  records  of  a 
singing  bird  at  Broxboume  Woods  and  a  bird  at  Orsett  Golf  Course  on 
June  24th.  One  at  Wraysbury  GP  on  July  7th  was  an  unusual  date  for  a 
non-breeding  bird. 

Autumn  passage  commenced  on  Aug  7th  at  Dagnam  Park.  There  were 
approximately  69  bird/days  in  autumn,  the  last  bird  being  seen  on  Sept 
29th  at  Vicarage  Farm,  which  had  its  second  best  ever  year  with  32 
bird/days  in  autumn,  nearly  half  the  overall  total.  All  records  are  given 
below. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  singles  on  Apr  19th,  Sept  2nd  and  Sept  13th  (kb). 
Dagnam  Park,  one  on  Apr  4th  (abi),  a  male  on  Apr  8th  and  9th  (mkd), 
one  on  Aug  7th,  8th  and  30th,  two  on  Aug  31st,  and  one  on  Sept  1st 
(crj).  Epping  Forest,  two  pairs  bred  and  two  additional  singing  males 
present  (abi).  Hainault  Forest,  singles  on  Aug  9th,  Sept  8th  and  Sept 
15th  (mkd).  King  George  V  Res,  a  male  on  Apr  19th  (rmc).  Orsett 
GC,  one  on  June  24th  (kb).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Sept  8th  and  two 
on  16th  (mkd).  Romford,  one  on  Aug  9th  (mkd).  Walthamstow  Res, 
one  on  Apr  12th  (DLr).  West  Thurrock,  a  female  on  Sept  15th  (srp). 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  female/immature  on  Sept  8th  (gjw).  Broad  Colney,  one 
on  Aug  27th  (mbw).  Broxbourne  Woods,  a  male  on  June  19th  (db). 
Hilfield  Park  Res,  one  on  Aug  25th  (gs)  and  a  male  on  Sept  9th  (gs, 
shm).  Tyttenhanger  GP,  a  female  on  Apr  24th  (shm). 

M  Alexandra  Park,  one  on  Sept  4th  (gn).  Brent  Res,  a  female  on  Aug  19th 
(dri)  and  25th  (seb).  Brunei  University,  Uxbridge,  a  male  on  Sept  4th 
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and  5th  (rdnhs).  Hampstead  Heath,  a  male  on  May  19th  (bc). 
Hounslow  Heath,  a  female  on  Apr  9th  (cl).  Vicarage  Farm.  Enfield,  two 
on  Aug  26th  and  27th,  one  on  28th,  30th  and  31st,  three  on  Sept  2nd. 
four  on  3rd,  three  on  4th,  singles  from  5th  to  7th  and  10th  to  13th.  two 
on  15th,  singles  on  20th,  22nd,  24th,  25th,  28th  and  29th  (rmc). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  one  on  July  7th  (rrg)  and  one  on  Sept  12th  (EDr). 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Aug  17th  (swr), 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  a  female  on  Sept  16th  (rbh).  Beddington  SF.  a  female 
from  Aug  9th  to  11th  (pra  et  al).  Epsom  Common,  a  male  on  Apr  5th 
(esb)  and  two  males  on  Apr  19th  (pbw).  Ham  Lands,  a  male  on  May 
1st,  a  female/immature  from  Aug  28th  to  30th  and  on  Sept  12th  (rjh). 
Holmethorpe  SP,  a  male  on  Apr  24th  (gwjh).  Mitcham  Common,  a 
female/immature  ringed  on  Sept  2nd  (mjn).  Woodmansteme.  singles  on 
Apr  16th  (pjs)  and  on  Sept  9th,  1 1th  and  16th  (gjh). 

344  Whinchat 

There  was  only  one  breeding  record  this  year  of  a  single  pair  at  Rainham 
Marsh  (mkd,  srp).  There  was  also  a  record  of  a  male  at  Vicarage  Farm. 
Enfield  on  June  25th,  although  this  was  presumed  to  be  an  early 
returning  migrant.  Spring  passage  commenced  with  a  single  bird  at 
South  Norwood  CP  on  Apr  28th.  an  extremely  late  date,  between  ten  and 
fourteen  days  later  than  in  most  years.  A  general  widespread  arrival  was 
noted  during  the  next  week.  Most  records  were  of  singles,  with  a 
maximum  of  seven,  all  males,  at  Hounslow  Heath.  The  last  spring  bird 
was  on  May  19th  at  Ruislip  Common.  There  were  approximately  62 
bird/days  reported  at  32  sites. 


In  the  autumn,  passage  started  on  July  6th  with  a  single  at  Heathrow7 
Airport  and  further  July  reports  from  two  more  sites.  The  main  influx 
commenced  on  Aug  18th  w'ith  peak  numbers  arriving  from  Aug  30th  to 
Sept  1 1th.  Maximum  counts  were  25  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Sept  1st,  16 
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at  Vicarage  Farm  on  Sept  4th  and  12  at  Rammey  Marsh  on  the  same 
date.  There  were  seven  October  records,  the  last  being  seen  at  South 
Norwood  CP  on  Oct  9th.  The  total  in  autumn  was  approximately  600 
bird/days  from  52  sites.  Autumn  bird/days  were  far  more  numerous  than 
spring  ones  (10  to  1),  a  higher  than  usual  ratio.  Inner  London  records  are 
given  below. 

M/S  Inner  London:  Lockington  Road,  SW8,  one  on  Aug  30th  (bm).  Surrey 
Docks,  one  on  May  17th  (bb k).  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  May  1st  and 
Sept  9th  (ard). 

345  Stonechat 

The  expansion  continued  with  breeding  records  coming  from  1 1 
localities  with  a  minimum  of  30  and  possibly  as  many  as  37  pairs.  As 
recently  as  1986  only  six  breeding  pairs  at  two  sites  were  reported. 
Rainham  Marsh  held  a  record  number  of  25  territories.  All  breeding 
records  are  given  together  with  a  summary  of  wintering  birds. 

E  Barking,  singles  on  Jan  26th  and  Feb  24th.  Dagenham  Chase,  one  on  Oct 
5th.  Essex  Filter  Beds,  a  pair  on  Jan  18th.  Hornchurch,  one  pair  bred. 
King  George  V  Res,  singles  on  May  12th  and  Oct  23rd,  and  two  in 
December.  Rainham  Marsh,  25  territories  in  the  breeding  season;  20 
birds  wintered.  Walthamstow  Marsh,  four  on  Oct  20th.  West  Thurrock, 
one  pair  may  have  bred  and  one  on  Jan  23rd. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Oct  7th.  Bowyers  GP,  a  pair  from  Nov  13th  to  the  end 
of  the  year.  Broxboume  GP,  a  male  from  Oct  14th  to  the  year-end.  Croxley 
Moor,  two  on  Sept  29th  and  a  male  on  Oct  7th.  Roe  Hyde,  singles  on  Aug 
26th  and  Sept  9th.  Rye  Meads,  a  male  on  Oct  6th  and  7th.  West  Hyde,  a 
fledged  juvenile  on  June  24th  was  presumably  a  local  bird. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  a  female  on  Sept  11th  and  a  male  on  Sept  26th.  Bushy 
Park,  two  or  three  in  January  and  February,  a  juvenile  on  July  8th,  up  to 
three  birds  in  October  and  a  single  during  November.  Gillespie  Park, 
two  in  October,  one  in  November  and  two  in  December.  Hampton  Court 
Park,  a  male  on  Feb  27th.  Hounslow  Heath,  four  on  Jan  18th,  two  on 
Feb  13th,  a  juvenile  on  Aug  23rd,  singles  from  Oct  8th  to  Nov  1st  and 
two  on  Oct  9th  and  10th.  Rammey  Marsh  SF,  a  pair  in  January,  a  single 
male  from  Feb  23rd  to  Apr  19th,  one  in  August,  two  or  three  in 
September,  one  in  October  and  November  and  up  to  three  in  December. 
Staines  Res,  a  female  on  Mar  20th,  one  on  Nov  10th  and  a  male  from 
Nov  18th  to  at  least  Dec  27th.  Tottenham  Marsh,  a  pair  on  Dec  28th. 
Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield,  a  male  on  the  unusual  date  of  May  3rd  and  on 
Sept  24th  and  Oct  12th.  World’s  End,  Enfield,  a  male  on  Sept  21st  and  a 
female/immature  on  25th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Feb  2nd 
(ard). 

K  Chipstead  Lake,  a  juvenile  on  June  2nd.  Crayford  Marsh,  five  on  May 
5th,  one  on  Aug  8th,  up  to  two  in  September,  one  on  Oct  9th  and  one  on 
Nov  21st.  Crossness,  three  on  Jan  12th,  up  to  five  in  February,  three  on 
Mar  30th,  a  pair  on  Apr  20th  and  two  pairs  on  May  4th.  Dartford  Marsh, 
a  pair  from  Jan  9th  until  August,  three  on  Aug  25th  then  two  present  to 
the  end  of  the  year  with  three  on  Nov  7th.  Dartford  Sewage  Works,  two 
in  March  and  singles  in  November  and  December.  Erith  Marshes,  a  pair 
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on  Apr  6th,  a  singing  male  on  Apr  30th  and  a  pair  on  Aug  24th  seen  with 
young  on  Aug  30th.  Littlebrook  PS,  one  on  Feb  20th.  Stone  Marsh,  a 
female  on  Feb  20th  and  a  male  on  Mar  3rd.  Swanscombe  Marsh,  two  on 
Jan  14th,  single  males  on  Feb  18th,  Oct  28th,  Nov  18th  and  Dec  9th  and 
a  pair  on  Dec  29th.  Thamesmead,  one  on  Jan  24th,  three  on  Feb  4th. 
three  on  Mar  28th  and  one  on  Apr  19th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  from  Oct  13th  to  17th.  Beddington  SF,  two  to  five 
in  January  and  February,  one  in  September,  three  in  October,  one  to 
three  in  November.  Ham  Lands,  one  on  Mar  20th.  Hersham  GP,  a  pair 
on  Jan  4th.  Molesey  GP,  two  on  Oct  7th.  Molesey  Heath,  a  male  on  Jan 
14th.  Richmond  Park,  four  on  Sept  28th  and  up  to  eight  in  October. 
South  Norwood  CP,  a  pair  during  January  and  February,  a  male  on  May 
21st,  a  female  on  June  20th,  three  on  Sept  27th  and  up  to  three  during 
November  and  December.  Walton  Heath,  a  male  on  Mar  18th  and  three 
on  Apr  29th.  Woodmansteme,  two  on  Sept  24th.  Inner  London:  Surrey 
Docks,  a  male  on  Nov  5th  (bb k). 

346  Wheatear 

The  first  bird  in  spring  was  at  West  Ruislip  GC  on  Mar  8th  followed  by 
a  steady  flow  of  records  peaking  at  the  end  of  March.  At  the  beginning 
of  April  the  warm  weather  gave  way  to  colder  conditions  with 
predominantly  north  easterly  winds  and  very  few  new  arrivals  w;ere 
reported  for  the  first  half  of  the  month.  The  last  week  of  April  and  the 
first  week  of  May  saw  an  increase  as  the  weather  relented.  The  highest 
count  was  14  at  Erith  Marshes  on  Mar  27th.  Birds  were  reported  at  65 
sites  giving  approximately  470  bird/days.  The  last  bird  of  spring  was  at 
Hampermill  on  May  25th. 

Autumn  migration  commenced  on  the  early  date  of  July  11th  with 
birds  at  Thamesmead  and  Fairlop.  There  was  then  a  gap  until  July  25th 
when  a  slow  but  continuous  movement  began.  Numbers  increased  in  the 
fourth  week  of  August  and  peaked  in  the  third  week  of  September.  Birds 
were  recorded  from  45  sites  in  autumn  with  at  least  330  bird/days  being 
recorded.  There  were  two  records  of  single  birds  at  Staines  Res  in 
November  but  two  December  records  of  singles  at  Swanscombe  Marsh 
on  the  1st  and  Walton  Res  on  the  28th  were  most  unusual.  All  Inner 
London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  one  on  Apr  20th  (kco).  Regent's  Park,  one 
on  Apr  18th  (ard),  three  on  19th  (ajm),  two  on  23rd.  one  on  May  1st 
and  one  on  Aug  6th  (ard). 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Apr  29th  (bm).  Surrey  Docks, 
two  or  three  on  Mar  31st  and  singles  on  Apr  16th  and  18th  (dam). 
Surrey  Docks  (Ecological  Park),  one  on  Mar  13th.  three  on  16th,  one  on 
20th  and  21st,  three  on  26th  and  27th,  singles  on  Apr  18th.  28th  and 
30th,  four  on  May  2nd  and  one  on  6th  (bbA). 

There  were  eight  records  of  ten  birds  showing  the  characteristics  of  the 
Greenland  race  O.o.leucorrhoa ,  all  in  the  first  thirteen  days  of  May. 

E  Havering  one  on  May  4th  (mkd).  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  May  13th 
(rmc).  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  May  12th  (mkd).  West  Thurrock,  one 
on  May  5th  (mkd). 


ABOVE:  Naumanri s  Thursh  at  Chingford,  February  1990. 
(Photo:  Avian! David  Cottridge). 


BELOW:  Red-backed  Shrike  (adult  female)  at  Berwick  Ponds,  May  1990. 
(Photo:  J  Molen). 


ABOVE:  Naumanri s  Thrush  at  Chingford,  February  1990. 
(Photo:  Avian! David  Cottridge). 

BELOW:  Naumann  s  Thrush  at  Chingford ,  February  1990. 
(Photo:  Jack  Levene). 
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M  Hounslow  Heath,  one  on  May  5th  (jh).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park, 
one  on  May  1st  (ard). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  two  on  May  2nd  (asg).  Ham  Lands,  one  on  May  8th 
(rjh). 

359  Ring  Ouzel 

A  good  year  for  this  species  with  a  total  of  at  least  23  and  perhaps  as 
'  many  as  27  birds.  The  first  record  in  spring  was  on  Mar  12th  at  Ham 
Lands  with  a  second  at  Walthamstow  Res  on  Mar  16th  and  17th.  There 
were  at  least  19  birds  in  spring,  14  of  which  arrived  during  the  period 
Apr  23rd  to  May  5th.  The  last  spring  record  came  from  Dagnam  Park  on 
May  8th.  There  were  four  autumn  records  between  Oct  3rd  and  Nov  3rd. 
Of  those  sexed  only  two  were  females,  each  found  with  a  male,  perhaps 
reflecting  their  relative  anonymity  compared  to  the  males.  All  records 
are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  a  male  on  Apr  24th  and  25th,  two  males  on  May  1st  and 
one  from  May  5th  to  8th  (crj).  Fairlop,  a  male  on  Apr  25th  (abi). 
Hainault  Forest,  one  on  Oct  13th  (mkd).  Walthamstow  Res,  a  male  on 
Mar  16th  and  17th  (pa)  and  a  male  on  Apr  1st  (pl,  dlt).  Wm  Girling 
Res,  one  from  Apr  3rd  to  5th  (rmc). 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  male  on  Apr  24th  (br,  adw).  Rickmansworth,  a  male 
on  May  2nd  (ke). 

M  Alexandra  Park,  a  first-year  male  from  Oct  26th  to  28th  (nb  et  al ). 
Hounslow  Heath,  a  male  on  Apr  26th  (jh)  and  two  males  on  Apr  27th 
(CL). 

K  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  a  male  on  Apr  29th  (pc,  ajm).  Hither  Green 
Cemetery,  a  male  and  a  female  on  Apr  24th  (dd<?).  Thamesmead,  a  first- 
winter  on  Nov  3rd  (nrw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  a  male  on  May  2nd  (arg,  bw«).  Beddington  SF,  a 
male  on  Oct  19th  (gdjm,  pra).  Dulwich,  one  on  Mar  22nd  (PBb).  Ham 
Lands,  a  male  on  Mar  12th  (rjh).  Holmethorpe  SP,  a  male  and  a 
female  on  Apr  25th  (gwjh).  South  Norwood  CP,  a  male  from  Oct  3rd  to 
5th  (jb d,  mi).  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  a  male  on  Apr  23rd  (bm). 

360  Blackbird 

A  common  resident  throughout  the  Area  even  in  the  very  centre  of  the 
city.  It  is  a  common  winter  visitor  but  there  were  few  reports  of  large 
movements.  This  may  be  because  observers  are  more  aware  of  the 
‘winter  thrushes’  which  make  more  impact  than  the  resident  birds,  or 
perhaps  fewer  migrant  Blackbirds  penetrate  the  London  Area.  More 
winter  observations  would  be  useful.  Notable  counts  and  breeding 
concentrations  are  given. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  42  on  Dec  13th.  Hainault  Forest,  100  on  Nov  11th 
and  80  during  December.  Rainham  Marsh,  21  pairs  bred. 

H  Amwell  GP,  40  on  Dec  8th.  Cheshunt  GP,  40  on  Dec  8th.  Chorleywood 
Common,  1 1  males  on  May  6th. 

M  Bishop’s  Park,  Fulham,  45  territories.  Brent  Res,  51  pairs  in  CBC  plot 
(45  in  1988).  Gillespie  Park,  resident  birds  augmented  by  migrants  in 
October  to  a  maximum  of  30+  birds.  Middlesex  Filter  Beds,  between  50- 
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80  roosting  on  Jan  14th.  Osterley  Park,  12  territories  in  CBC  plot  (same 
as  in  1989).  Inner  London :  bred  commonly  in  all  the  major  parks. 
Aberdare  Gardens,  one  in  song  on  the  early  date  of  Dec  23rd.  Hyde 
Park/Kensington  Gardens,  eight  pairs  bred  in  CBC  area.  Regent's  Park. 
18  pairs  bred.  St  James’s  Park,  31  on  May  2nd.  Darenth  River  Walk.  50 
on  Jan  12th,  45  on  Apr  2nd. 

K  Beddington  SF,  four  to  six  pairs  bred.  Barwell  Court  Farm.  27  territories 
in  CBC  area.  Holmethorpe  SP,  eight  pairs  bred.  Park  Farm.  16 
territories.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  c32  pairs  bred.  Bred 
commonly  in  suitable  area  throughout. 

362  Naumann’s  Thrush 

E  Chingford,  one  from  Jan  19th  to  Mar  3rd  (KMy,  pjv  et  al). 

Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  first  record 
for  London  and  the  first  record  of  the  nominate  subspecies  in  Britain. 
The  bird  was  first  identified  on  Feb  3rd  but  Ken  Murray,  in  Birding 
World  (3:2)  states  that  enquiries  revealed  the  bird  had  been  present,  but 
not  identified,  since  Jan  19th.  This  was  the  most  unexpected  and  surely 
the  most  watched  bird  in  London  during  1990.  A  full  descriptive  account 
of  this  bird  appears  on  pages  183  and  184  and  photographs  opposite 
pages  96  and  97  of  this  report. 

364  Fieldfare 

In  a  mild  January  there  were  14  sites  with  counts  of  100  or  more,  the 
largest  counts  being  500  at  Fishers  Green  and  350  at  Pamdon  Mead  and 
Epsom  Common.  In  February,  which  remained  mild  with  a  series  of 
deep  depressions  from  the  west,  ten  sites  had  numbers  of  over  100  but 
there  were  some  increases  in  the  second  week  with  420  at  Cheshunt  GP 
on  the  9th  and  500  at  Dartford  Marshes  on  the  10th.  There  were  400  at 
Pamdon  Mead  on  the  18th  and  350  at  St  Albans  Rugby  club  on  the  22nd. 
During  an  incredibly  warm  March  numbers  were  low  although  eight 
sites  attracted  100  or  more.  There  were  no  records  of  over  100  after 
March  although  there  were  200  at  Hunsdon  Mead  on  Mar  18th  and  92  at 
Buckhurst  Hill  on  Apr  12th.  A  cool  April  encouraged  a  few  birds  to 
linger  to  the  end  of  the  month,  the  last  being  at  South  Norwood  CP  on 
Apr  29th. 

The  first  record  in  autumn  was  of  four  flying  over  World's  End.  Enfield 
on  Sept  17th.  There  were  two  more  September  records,  one  at 
Alexandra  Park  on  the  22nd  and  two  at  Holmethorpe  SP  on  the  26th.  A 
major  movement  was  noted  on  Oct  8th  and  9th  which  coincided  with  a 
heavy  passage  of  Chaffinches.  There  were  eight  sites  recording  over 
100  bn  the  8th  with  a  maximum  of  1,100  passing  over  Regent's  Park. 
On  the  9th  the  maximum  noted  was  1.350  at  Hounslow  Heath  passing 
NW  during  a  four  hour  watch.  Nine  other  sites  had  counts  of  over  100 
mostly  moving  through  between  SW  and  NW.  Late  October  saw  a 
further  smaller  influx  from  the  21st  when  an  anticylone  centred  over 
Scandinavia  gave  encouragement  to  southbound  migrants.  There  were 
flocks  of  100  or  more  at  a  further  seven  sites  with  300  at  Dartford 
Marsh  on  21st  and  the  same  number  at  Berwick  Ponds  on  29th. 
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November  featured  mainly  the  same  sites  although  300  over  Gillespie 
Park,  by  Highbury  Stadium,  on  the  16th,  was  noteworthy.  Six  sites 
recorded  numbers  in  three  figures  in  November.  There  were  no  large 
movements  in  December  but  some  increase  was  noted  in  Kent,  with 
numbers  at  Dartford  Marsh  reaching  500  on  the  9th  and  at  Chipstead 
■  Lake  300  on  the  16th.  Nine  sites  recorded  100  or  more  in  this  month. 
All  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M/S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  30+  on  Oct  9th,  two  on  Nov  5th  and 
seven  on  Nov  13th.  Regent’s  Park,  eight  on  Jan  2nd,  two  in  February, 
1,100  on  Oct  8th,  600  on  Oct  9th,  70  on  Nov  2nd  and  1 10  on  Nov  5th. 

365  Song  Thrush 

Like  the  Blackbird  this  species  is  a  large  scale  winter  visitor  to  Britain, 
as  well  as  a  common  resident,  but  there  is  little  evidence  of  this  in 
London.  Records  of  breeding  in  census  plots,  gatherings  of  note  and 
Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given  below. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  three  pairs  in  breeding  season.  Rainham  Marsh,  seven 
pairs  in  the  breeding  season. 

H  Amwell  GP,  12  on  Apr  9th  and  ten  on  Sept  29th. 

M  Bishop’s  Park,  Fulham,  12  territories.  Brent  Res,  20  pairs  (25  in  1989). 
Osterley  Park,  nine  pairs  on  CBC  plot  (an  increase  from  four  in  1989). 
Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  four  territories.  Regent’s 
Park,  12  pairs  bred.  St  James’s  Park,  two  pairs  bred.  Also  present  in 
many  other  parks  and  gardens  during  the  breeding  season. 

K  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  15  on  Mar  14th.  Dartford  Sewage  Works,  a 
maximum  of  20  in  January. 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  three  or  four  pairs  bred.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park, 
12  pairs  bred;  50+  on  Nov  24th.  Surrey  Docks,  common  with  5  + 
breeding  pairs.  Bred  or  present  at  many  other  suitable  sites. 

366  Redwing 

In  what  was  a  mild  January  the  largest  numbers  reported  were  220+  at 
Hurstmoor  Park  on  1st  and  flocks  of  200  at  Amwell  GP  on  12th, 
Borehamwood  on  21st,  Stanmore  Station  on  23rd  and  at  Aldenham  Res 
on  30th.  A  further  seven  sites  recorded  over  100  birds.  February 
continued  mild  but  unsettled  and  although  there  was  no  large  influx 
several  sites  recorded  increased  numbers.  There  were  400  at  Elstree  on 
1 1th  and  210  there  on  12th,  and  250  at  Holmethorpe  SP  on  26th.  March 
numbers  were  highest  after  the  first  week  when  there  were  400  at  Crows 
Nest  Farm,  Harefield  on  4th.  There  were  only  three  other  counts  in  three 
figures,  all  in  the  first  half  of  the  month.  Numbers  quickly  fell  and  very 
-  few  were  evident  after  20th.  In  April  no  count  reached  20  and  the  last 
record  was  of  one  on  25th  at  Aldenham  Res.  Inner  London:  Small 
numbers  were  recorded  in  Regent’s  Park  in  the  first  three  months  of  the 
year.  Surrey  Docks,  one  from  Mar  4th  to  12th. 

The  first  birds  of  the  autumn  were  two  at  Regent’s  Park  on  Sept  25th. 
There  was  a  scattering  of  records  until  Oct  8th  when  migration  began  in 
earnest.  A  large  movement  of  thrushes  and  finches  on  8th  and  9th 
included  substantial  numbers  of  Redwings,  although  not  as  many  as 
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Fieldfares.  Regent’s  Park  recorded  400  on  8th  and  200  on  9th,  while  at 
Holmethorpe  SP  140  flew/  NW  on  the  8th  and  1,052  on  9th.  At 
Hounslow  Heath  462  moving  NW  were  counted  in  four  hours  on  9th. 
Altogether  eight  sites  recorded  100  or  more  during  these  two  days  and 
smaller  movements  were  noted  at  several  others.  In  the  latter  half  of 
October  records  of  100  or  more  came  from  four  sites  and  there  was  some 
evidence  of  an  increase  in  the  last  few  days  of  the  month.  At  the 
beginning  of  November  there  were  450  at  West  Ruislip  GC  and  on  the 
15th  there  were  200  at  Hainault  Forest.  Only  four  other  sites  recorded 
100  or  more.  Numbers  were  modest  at  the  beginning  of  December.  The 
number  at  Cheshunt  GP  remained  at  the  November  figure  of  150  but  no 
large  increases  were  noted.  The  middle  of  the  month  saw  some  increases 
with  300  at  Hainault  on  15th,  200  at  Chipstead  Lake  on  the  16th.  265  at 
Dagenham  Chase  on  19th  and  200  at  Woodmansteme  on  20th.  At  the  end 
of  the  month  there  were  200  at  Watermeads  on  30th.  In  December  a  total 
of  nine  sites  had  records  of  100  or  more.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park, 
one  on  Sept  26th  and  cl 00  on  Oct  9th.  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Nov  8th. 
Regent’s  Park,  two  on  Sept  25th.  400  on  Oct  8th  and  200  on  Oct  9th. 

367  Mistle  Thrush 

Counts  of  post  breeding  gatherings,  local  census  counts  and  Inner 
London  breeding  records  are  given. 

E  Hainault  Forest,  15  pairs  bred. 

H  Amwell  GP,  25  on  Aug  25th.  Chorleywood  Common,  ten  on  May  27th. 
Garston,  45  on  Aug  22nd.  Tykeswater  Lake,  41  on  Sept  17th. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  four  territories;  a  gathering  of  16  on  June  14th.  Enfield 
Town  Park,  ten  on  July  5th.  Osterley  Park,  an  exceptional  103  birds  in  a 
meadow  on  Aug  31st.  Inner  London:  reports  of  pairs  breeding  or  present 
in  the  breeding  season  at  the  following  localities:  Delamere  Terrace  (1). 
Hyde  Park  (1),  Regent’s  Park  (8),  St  James’s  Park  (1),  Whitehall,  one 
singing  in  January,  and  Victoria  Gardens,  singles  seen  occasionally. 

K  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  nine  on  Mar  1st.  Dartford  Marsh,  ten  on  May 
18th.  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  ten  on  Sept  15th. 

S  Barwell  Court  Farm,  four  territories.  Beddington  SF.  15  during  July. 
Epsom  Common,  16  on  Aug  18th.  Richmond  Park,  four  or  five  pairs. 
Inner  London:  Archbishop’s  Park,  young  seen  on  May  9th.  Battersea 
Park,  six  pairs  bred,  gatherings  of  ten  on  Feb  28th  and  12  on  Dec  21st. 
Southwark  Park,  one  pair  bred.  Birds  were  seen  regularly  crossing  the 
River  Thames  between  Lambeth  and  Westminster,  and  may  well  have 
been  commuting  between  breeding  and  feeding  areas. 

c  c  c 

369  Cetti’s  Warbler 

Recorded  every  year  since  1975,  this  species  bred  in  1980  and  1981  but  has 
not  been  proved  to  do  so  since,  so  the  presence  of  three  singing  males  north 
of  the  Thames  was  encouraging.  There  were  fewer  passage  records  than  in 
1989  but  single  birds  were  seen  at  two  sites  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and 
at  three  sites  at  the  end  of  the  year.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Nazeing  GP,  a  singing  male  in  May  and  June  (adw).  Waltham  Abbey 
Marsh,  one  on  July  20th  (gjw). 
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H  Cheshunt  GP,  one  from  Dec  1st  to  the  end  of  the  year  (rmc,  adw  et 
al ).  Rye  House  Marsh,  one  from  Jan  7th  to  Feb  10th  (gjw,  scr)  and  one 
from  Nov  1st  to  the  end  of  the  year  (rspb,  gjw,  MGy).  Stanstead 
Abbotts  GP,  singles  on  Feb  25th  (gjw)  and  Mar  25th  (br). 

M  Brent  Res,  a  singing  male  from  Apr  19th  to  22nd  (rb d  et  al). 

B'  River  Coine  near  Tilehouse  GP,  a  singing  male  on  Apr  28th  (cl). 

373  Grasshopper  Warbler 

The  marked  increase  apparent  in  1989  was  sustained  this  year  with  a 
total  of  15  singing  males  between  late  May  and  July  and  four  breeding 
pairs  at  Rye  Meads.  The  first  bird  of  the  year  was  at  South  Norwood  CP 
on  Apr  14th  and  the  last  at  Amwell  GP  on  Sept  2nd.  All  records  are 
given,  with  numbers  of  pairs  or  singing  males  in  the  breeding  season  in 
parentheses. 

E  Dagnam  Park  (5).  Fishers  Green  (2).  Waltham  Abbey  (1).  Walthamstow 
Res  (1). 

H  Amwell  GP,  singles  on  Apr  22nd  and  Sept  2nd.  Bushey  (1).  Rye  Meads 
(4).  Slipe  Lane  GP,  one  from  Apr  23rd  to  25th  and  two  on  Apr  27th. 
Tumford  Marsh  (1).  Waltham  Cross  GP  (1). 

M  Ruislip  Common,  one  on  Aug  26th. 

B  Horton  CP  (1).  Wraysbury  GP,  a  singing  male  on  June  6th  and  two 
singing  males  on  July  21st. 

S  Epsom  Common,  singles  on  Apr  27th  and  May  6th  and  7th.  South 
Norwood  CP,  singles  on  Apr  14th  and  Apr  26th. 

1989  Additional  Record 
M  Stanmore  CP,  one  on  Apr  24th. 

378  Sedge  Warbler 

The  number  of  pairs  or  singing  males  reported  in  the  breeding  season  was 
160  in  Essex,  193  in  Herts,  17  in  Middx,  four  in  Kent  and  eight  in  Surrey, 
a  total  of  382  compared  with  .356  in  1989.  Although  this  represents  an 
increase,  inconsistent  coverage  makes  analysis  difficult  and  the  species  is 
certainly  under-recorded  in  Middx  and  Kent.  The  first  birds  of  the  year 
were  at  several  localities  on  Apr  7th  and  the  last  at  Walthamstow  Marsh 
on  Oct  20th.  Localities  with  ten  or  more  pairs  or  singing  males  (total  in 
parentheses)  and  all  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Ingrebourne  Valley  (50).  Rainham  Marsh  (74).  Walthamstow  Res  (13). 
West  Thurrock  (12). 

H  Amwell  GP  (36).  Cheshunt  GP  (55).  Rye  Meads  (95). 

M  Brent  Res  (12).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on'May  14th  and 
May  17  th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  May  13th.  Surrey  Docks,  a 
singing  male  from  Apr  27th  to  May  8th. 

381  Marsh  Warbler 

Two  records  in  what  was  an  exceptional  year  for  this  species  nationally 
were  the  first  in  the  London  Area  since  a  singing  male  in  Surrey  in  July 
1980. 
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K  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  a  singing  male  on  May  20th  (sjg).  St  Pauls 
Cray,  a  singing  male  from  June  21st  to  June  28th  (khp  et  al ). 

382  Reed  Warbler 

Breeding  numbers  increased  substantially  for  the  second  consecutive 
year.  The  numbers  of  pairs  or  singing  males  reported  in  the  breeding 
season  were  459  in  Essex,  91  in  Herts,  70  in  Middx,  53  in  Kent  and  16  in 
Surrey,  a  total  of  679  compared  to  536  in  1989  and  477  in  1988.  There 
were  43  pairs  at  Brent  Res  compared  to  28  in  1989.  The  first  birds  of  the 
year  were  at  several  localities  on  Apr  27th  and  the  last  at  Rye  Meads  on 
Oct  7th.  Localities  with  ten  or  more  pairs  or  singing  males  (totals  in 
parentheses)  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP  (15).  Berwick  Ponds/Ingrebourne  Valley  (100). 
Dagenham  Chase  (15).  Rainham  Creek  (50).  Rainham  Marsh  (216). 
South  Ockendon  (15).  West  Thurrock  (40). 

H  Amwell  GP  (23).  Cheshunt  GP  (54). 

M  Brent  Res  (43).  Broadwater  GP  (14).  Inner  London:  Camley  Street 
Wildlife  Park,  one  present  from  June  14th  to  Aug  28th.  Regent’s  Park, 
singles  from  May  4th  to  8th  and  from  July  9th  to  17th. 

K  Thamesmead  (20). 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  Apr  27th  and  June  1 1th.  Surrey 
Docks,  a  singing  male  at  Lavender  Pond  from  May  1st  to  July  3rd. 

388  Melodious  Warbler 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  one  on  May  5th  (rbh).  Found  at  09.15  hrs  this  bird 
moved  quickly  into  the  nearby  allotments  and  despite  extensive 
searching  could  not  be  relocated. 

This  is  the  seventh  London  record.  The  first  three  were  in  autumn  between 
Aug  12th  and  Sept  20th.  The  last  four  have  all  been  in  spring  between  Apr 
30th  and  May  26th  during  a  period  when  the  species  has  become 
nationally  much  rarer  in  spring.  There  have  also  been  two  unidentified 
Melodious/Icterine  Warblers:  in  April  1948  and  September  1984. 

389  Dartford  Warbler 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  a  pair  summered  in  the  Surrey  sector 
but,  unlike  1989,  breeding  was  not  proved.  Excluding  this  pair,  the  bird 
at  South  Norwood  CP  was  the  11th  record  since  1939.  The  wintering 
bird  at  Thamesmead,  remaining  from  1989,  began  to  sing  towards  the 
end  of  its  stay. 

K  Crossness,  Thamesmead,  the  male  that  was  first  seen  on  Nov  1 1th  1989 
remained  until  Feb  10th  (nrw). 

S  Locality  withheld,  a  pair  present  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  through 
to  the  summer  (pgws).  South  Norwood  CP,  one  on  Dec  24th  (ndj). 

WOODLAND  WARBLERS 

The  table  below  shows  the  large  increase  in  breeding  numbers  of 
common  woodland  warblers  at  Hainault  Forest  between  1975  and  1990. 
Due  to  its  well-watched  status,  this  locality  is  a  particularly  valid  one  to- 
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demonstrate  what  has  probably  been  a  trend  apparent  in  other  woodland 
areas  throughout  the  London  Area. 


Table  3.  Breeding  warbler  territories  at  Hainault  Forest  in  1975, 
1980, 1985  and  1990. 


1975 

1980 

1985 

1990 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

3 

2 

3 

6 

Whitethroat 

2 

4 

5 

12 

Garden  Warbler 

6 

7 

8 

14 

Blackcap 

26 

35 

30 

50 

Wood  Warbler 

— 

2 

1 

1 

Chiffchaff 

11 

12 

11 

23 

Willow  Warbler 

60 

60 

60 

65 

Total 

108 

123 

118 

171 

397  Lesser  Whitethroat 

The  number  of  pairs  or  singing  males  reported  in  the  breeding  season 
was  25  in  Essex,  17  in  Herts,  16  in  Middx,  four  in  Kent  and  12  in  Surrey, 
a  total  of  74  compared  with  90  in  1989  and  113  in  1985.  This  may 
represent  a  decline  but  no  comments  on  status  were  received  and  the 
species  is  probably  poorly  recorded.  The  first  birds  of  the  year  were  at 
Cheshunt  GP  and  Surrey  Docks  on  Apr  21st  and  the  last  at  Queen  Mary 
GP  on  Sept  29th. 

There  was  also  a  winter  record.  A  bird  with  a  suspected  injured  wing 
was  present  at  Dagenham  Chase,  Essex,  from  Dec  6th  to  9th  (kb  et  al). 
Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Apr  30th,  three  dates  in  May 
and  Sept  20th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  Apr  23rd,  May  8th,  four  dates 
in  July  and  Aug  30th.  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Apr  21st. 

398  Whitethroat 

After  the  substantial  increase  in  1989  numbers  remained  stable.  The 
number  of  pairs  or  singing  males  reported  in  the  breeding  season  was 
138  in  Essex,  33  in  Herts,  26  in  Middx,  19  in  Kent  and  64  in  Surrey,  a 
total  of  280  compared  to  299  in  1989.  The  first  bird  of  the  year  was  at 
South  Norwood  CP  on  Apr  12th  although  the  first  major  influx  was  not 
until  Apr  27th.  The  last  bird  of  the  year  was  at  Gillespie  Park,  Islington, 
on  Oct  4th.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  May  3rd  and  Aug  9th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  May  1st  and  Aug  21st.  Surrey 
Docks,  three  pairs  bred  in  the  Ecological  Park. 

399  Garden  Warbler 

Although  records  were  not  received  from  a  number  of  well  known 
breeding  sites,  especially  in  Kent,  this  species  appears  to  be  declining. 
The  numbers  of  pairs  or  singing  males  reported  in  the  breeding  season 
were  29  in  Essex,  31  in  Herts,  six  in  Middx,  four  in  Kent  and  eight  in 
Surrey,  a  total  of  78  compared  to  111  in  1989  and  190  in  1985.  There 
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were  five  pairs  at  Wimbledon  Common  compared  to  seven  in  1989.  The 
first  bird  of  the  year  was  at  Hyde  Park  on  Apr  20th  and  the  last  at 
Mitcham  Common  on  Oct  10th.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  Apr  20th  and 
Apr  27th.  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Apr  30th,  two  from  Aug  6th  to  Aug 
16th  and  one  on  Sept  2nd. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Apr  29th,  two  on  May  7th.  singles 
on  May  12th,  on  five  dates  in  August,  Sept  1st  and  Sept  30th. 

400  Blackcap 

Breeding  numbers  remained  stable.  The  number  of  pairs  or  singing 
males  reported  in  the  breeding  season  was  97  in  Essex,  106  in  Herts,  72 
in  Middx,  38  in  Kent  and  39  in  Surrey,  a  total  of  352  compared  to  372  in 
1989.  A  record  15  territories  were  held  in  Alexandra  Park.  The  first  birds 
of  the  year  probably  arrived  on  Mar  23rd  with  two  at  Cheshunt  GP  and 
one  at  Daren th  Valley  Walk,  both  sites  where  no  birds  had  been  seen  in 
the  winter.  The  first  major  influx  occured  on  Mar  27th  when  records 
came  from  several  localities.  The  last  summer  visitor  was  probably  the 
bird  at  Cheshunt  GP  on  Oct  9th  although  there  was  one  at  Queen  Man 
GP  on  Oct  27th.  A  summary  of  winter  records  with  comparative  totals 
for  1989,  and  all  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

Totals 
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Inner  London:  Barbican,  EC2, 

one  on  Jan  10th. 

Holland  Park. 

,  one  pair 

bred.  Kensington  Gardens, 

a  singing 

male 

in  May  and  June. 

Regent's 

Park,  seven  pairs  bred. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  two  pairs  bred.  Surrey  Docks,  two  pairs 
bred  and  two  on  Nov  15th. 

404  Yellow-browed  Warbler 

The  two  records  in  1990  were  the  fifth  and  sixth  for  London,  following 
singles  in  October  1930,  September  1960,  October  1978  and  October 
1988.  There  was  an  exceptional  influx  of  this  species  into  eastern  and 
southern  Britain  in  1990  with  over  200  birds  reported  during  September 
and  October.  The  Kent  bird  appeared  the  day  after  a  notable  east  coast 
arrival  between  Sept  1 1th  and  13th. 

E  Buckhurst  Hill,  one  on  Oct  27th  and  28th  (DO;/,  js) 

K  Lady  well  Fields,  Catford,  one  on  Sept  14th  (ahv  et  al). 

408  Wood  Warbler 

Two  pairs  were  reported  feeding  young,  the  first  evidence  of  successful 
breeding  since  1987,  and  four  singing  males  were  recorded  from  mid- 
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May  onwards.  The  first  bird  of  the  year  was  at  Hainault  Forest  on  Apr 
16th  and  the  last  at  Tottenham  Cemetery  on  Sept  1st.  All  records  are 
given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  a  singing  male  in  May.  Hainault  Forest,  one  pair  bred 
successfully  with  at  least  one  additional  singing  male  present. 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  a  singing  male  on  May  3rd.  Hertford  Heath,  a 
singing  male  on  May  1st.  Potters  Crouch,  one  on  July  23rd. 

M  Bayhurst  Wood,  a  singing  male  on  May  14th.  Hampstead  Heath,  a 
singing  male  on  May  26th.  Mad  Bess  Wood,  one  pair  feeding  young  on 
June  5th.  Osterley  Park,  a  singing  male  on  May  7th.  Stanmore 
Common,  a  singing  male  on  Apr  28th  and  a  presumably  different 
singing  male  from  May  6th  to  May  1 1th.  Tottenham  Cemetery,  one  on 
Sept  1st.  Trent  Park,  a  singing  male  on  Apr  26th  and  27th.  Yiewsley 
GP,  one  on  Aug  25th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  from  Aug 
15th  to  18th  (ARD). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  May  18th.  Dulwich  Woods,  a  singing  male  from 
May  4th  to  17th. 

S  Epsom  Common,  a  singing  male  on  May  4th.  Oxshott  Heath,  a  singing 
male  on  May  22nd.  Richmond  Park,  a  singing  male  on  May  13th.  West 
End  Common,  a  singing  male  on  Apr  30th  and  possibly  a  different  bird 
from  May  15th  to  20th. 

1989  Additional  Record 

M  Stanmore  CP,  a  singing  male  from  May  5th  to  10th. 

409  Chiffchaff 

There  appears  to  have  been  a  decline  this  year,  although  it  is  a  poorly 
recorded  species  and  no  comments  were  received  on  breeding  status. 
The  number  of  pairs  or  singing  males  reported  in  the  breeding  season 
was  42  in  Essex,  21  in  Herts,  18  in  Middx,  18  in  Kent  and  23  in  Surrey, 
a  total  of  122  compared  to  206  in  1989.  The  first  birds  of  the  year 
probably  arrived  on  Mar  9th  and  10th  (several  localities)  with  a  second 
wave  on  Mar  17th  and  18th.  The  last  summer  visitors  are  difficult  to 
pinpoint  although  a  number  were  seen  at  several  localities  where  they 
did  not  winter  up  to  the  end  of  October  and  into  early  November. 

Birds  showing  characteristics  of  the  eastern  race  tristis  were  at  Battersea 
Park  on  Oct  28th  (bm),  two  at  Brent  Res  from  January  to  March  4th 
(rb d,  lab  et  al )  with  one  at  the  same  locality  on  Nov  3rd  (dri),  at 
Dagenham  Chase  from  January  to  Mar  5th  (kb),  at  South  Norwood  CP 
from  Nov  25th  to  Dec  29th  (jb d,  mi),  and  at  Wraysbury  GP  on  Jan  26th 
(cdrh).  A  summary  of  winter  records  and  all  Inner  London  records  are 
given. 
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Successive  mild  winters  have  no  doubt  helped  increasing  numbers  of 
Chiffchaffs  to  winter  in  Britain.  The  table  above  certainly  seems  to 
confirm  this  trend  in  the  London  Area  with  numbers  having  quadrupled 
in  January  and  February  and  nearly  doubled  in  November  and  December 
since  1988. 

M  Inner  London:  Aberdare  Gardens,  NW6,  one  on  Oct  7th.  Camley  Street 
Wildlife  Park,  singles  on  Jan  4th.  from  Apr  2nd  to  4th  and  on  Sept  25th. 
Holland  Park,  one  pair  bred.  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  passage 
birds  in  March  and  April.  Regent's  Park,  first  seen  on  Mar  12th:  one  pair 
probably  bred;  up  to  12  present  betw  een  Sept  12th  and  Oct  1st  and  last 
recorded  on  Oct  13th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  first  seen  on  Mar  18th:  two  on  Mar  21st: 
five  on  Apr  2nd  and  one  on  Apr  9th:  one  on  June  29th  with  autumn 
migration  peaking  at  c20  on  Sept  20th:  one  on  Dec  11th.  Lambeth 
Palace,  one  on  June  15th.  Surrey  Docks,  two  on  Mar  1 1th  and  four  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

410  Willow  Warbler 

Numbers  were  much  lower  than  in  1989.  It  is  a  poorly  recorded  species 
but  numbers  reported  from  several  well  covered  sites  were  lower  than  in 
1989.  The  numbers  of  pairs  or  singing  males  reported  in  the  breeding 
season  were  122  in  Essex.  57  in  Herts.  41  in  Middx.  40  in  Kent  and  77 
in  Surrey,  a  total  of  337  compared  to  456  in  1989.  The  first  bird  of  the 
year  was  at  Alexandra  Park  on  Mar  15th.  an  early  date,  followed  by 
others  on  the  17th  and  18th.  The  last  birds  of  the  year  were  three  at 
Gillespie  Park  on  Oct  1st.  Records  of  20  or  more  singing  males  or  pairs 
in  the  breeding  season  (numbers  in  parentheses)  and  all  Inner  London 
records  are  given. 

E  Hainault  (65).  Havering  (20). 

H  Cheshunt  GP  (20). 

M  Inner  London:  Camley  Street  Wildlife  Park,  a  singing  male  on  Apr  17th 
and  one  on  Aug  23rd.  Holland  Park,  one  pair  bred.  Kensington  Gardens, 
singles  on  Apr  16th  and  18th.  Regent's  Park,  one  on  Mar  19th:  up  to 
eight  from  April  to  mid-May;  autumn  passage  peaked  at  26  on  Aug 
18th:  one  on  Sept  26th.  St  James's  Park,  recorded  on  passage. 

K  Dartford  Heath  (25). 

S  Epsom  Common  (33).  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  spring  passage, 
between  Mar  22nd  and  Apr  26th,  peaked  at  20  on  Apr  20th.  Autumn 
passage,  between  Aug  5th  and  Sept  7th.  peaked  at  20+  on  Sept  7th. 
Surrey  Docks,  five  to  ten  pairs. 

411  Goldcrest 

The  recovery  continues  after  a  series  of  mild  w  inters  since  1986.  Good 
numbers  were  present  at  the  end  of  the  year  w  ith  seven  flocks  of  tw  enty 
of  more.  Breeding  season  records,  parties  of  more  than  ten.  and  Inner 
London  records  are  given  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  20  from  October  to  December.  Hainault  Forest,  five 
pairs  bred;  maximum  of  20  from  January  to  March.  100  in  October.  50 
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in  November,  and  25  in  December.  Havering,  five  pairs  bred;  25  in 
October  and  November.  Romford,  one  pair  bred. 

H  Berrygrove  Wood,  four  males  on  May  29th.  Bricket  Wood,  five 
territories.  Cheshunt  GP,  35  in  November  and  25  in  December.  Garston, 
five  territories.  Hertford  Heath,  three  singing  males  in  April.  Potters 
Crouch,  four  singing  males  on  May  5th.  Rye  Meads,  15  on  Oct  20th  and 
ten  in  November. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  two  pairs  bred.  Bishop’s  Park,  three  territories.  Brent 
Res,  26  on  Oct  28th.  Bruce  Castle  Park,  Tottenham,  a  pair  raised  three 
young.  Hampstead  Heath,  three  singing  males  on  Apr  14th.  Mill  Hill,  ten 
males  at  ten  sites.  Osterley  Park,  six  territories.  Queen  Mary  GP, 
maximum  of  45  on  Nov  3rd.  Tottenham  Cemetery,  one  pair  bred.  Tower 
Hamlets  Cemetery,  a  singing  male  in  spring.  Inner  London:  Aberdare 
Gardens,  NW6,  a  male  sang  regularly  from  Jan  31st  to  Feb  21st.  Belsize 
Grove,  NW3,  one  pair  bred.  Hyde  Park,  one  territory.  Northampton 
Square,  EC1,  one  on  Oct  18th.  Regent’s  Park,  present  all  year;  two  pairs 
probably  bred;  15  from  Oct  8th  to  26th.  St  James’s  Park,  one  singing 
male  on  May  2nd.  Wraysbury  GP,  20+  on  Jan  14th  and  1 1  on  Mar  4th. 

B  Chislehurst,  one  pair  bred.  High  Elms,  12  on  Sept  25th.  Hither  Green 
Cemetery,  three  singing  males  on  Apr  24th.  Joydens  Wood,  a  pair  on 
June  26th;  28  on  Nov  24th.  Orpington,  two  singing  males  at  All  Saints 
Church.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  1 1  on  Mar  29th  and  ten  on  Apr  1 1th. 

S  Banstead  Wood/Chipstead  Wood,  males  at  15  sites  from  February  to 
July.  Holmethorpe  SP,  two  adults  with  three  young  on  June  29th.  Oxted, 
one  pair  possibly  bred.  Streatham  Common,  25-30  on  Oct  27th. 
Surbiton,  cl 2  on  Mar  8th.  Woodmansteme,  seven  singing  males;  five 
pairs  bred.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  c20  in  January,  cl2  in  March, 
eight  in  June,  12  in  July  including  juveniles,  30  in  September,  c40  in 
October.  Russia  Dock,  Surrey  Docks,  recorded  in  every  month  and 
thought  to  be  at  least  three  pairs  in  the  area. 

412  Firecrest 

All  records  are  given. 

E  Claybury  Woods,  a  singing  male  on  May  27th  (cgz?).  Chingford,  one  on 
Feb  18th  (ajad).  Coxtie  Green,  a  singing  male  on  May  1st  (rgg). 

H  Aldenham  Res,  a  male  on  Oct  3rd  (nszz).  Cheshunt,  one  on  Nov  9th 
(adw).  Oxhey,  one  in  a  garden  on  Oct  20th  (jdf). 

M  Alexandra  Park,  a  singing  male  on  Sept  26th  (scr  et  al ).  Belsize  Park, 
one  found  trapped  in  observer’s  conservatory  in  first  half  of  October 
(pa/).  Brent  Res,  one  on  Nov  3rd  (asms),  Nov  17th  (seb,  rb d,  rjw) 
and  Dec  1st  (rb d).  Hampstead  Heath,  a  singing  male  on  Mar  26th 
(mah).  Tottenham  Cemetery,  one  from  Sept  26th  to  28th,  one  on  two 
dates  in  November  and  nine  dates  in  December  with  two  on 
Nov  27th  and  28th  and  Dec  2nd  and  7th  (pl,  dit).  Inner  London: 
Regent’s  Park,  a  female  on  Apr  6th  and  a  male  from  Apr  9th  to  12th 
(ARD). 

K  Bexley,  one  in  a  tit  flock  on  Oct  6th  (ajm).  Darenth,  one  on  Feb  18th 
(ajm,  bew).  Joyce  Green  Hospital,  one  on  Nov  5th  (bew).  Joydens 
Wood,  a  female  on  Oct  28th  (bew).  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  six 
dates  between  Jan  14th  and  Feb  24th  (swr). 
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S  Brookham  Limeworks,  one  to  two  males  holding  territory  in  April 
(pgws).  Cherrywood,  Morden,  a  singing  male  on  May  15th  (rhk). 
Epsom  Common,  one  on  Sept  30th  (r  fuller  per  jsp).  Putney  Heath, 
one  on  Feb  8th  (rg/?)-  Woodmansteme,  one  on  Sept  26th  (gjh).  Inner 
London:  Battersea  Park,  a  male  on  Mar  20th  and  a  female  on  Mar  21st 
(bm). 

A  similar  number  of  records  to  1989  with  a  minimum  of  22  birds  being 
reported.  This  represents  a  reduction  in  records  of  almost  50  per  cent 
since  1988.  Breeding  evidence  was  confined  to  the  presence  of  six 
singing  males  in  spring. 

413  Spotted  Flycatcher 

The  table  below  summarises  the  number  of  pairs  reported  in  each  county 
compared  with  1987,  1988  and  1989  and.  even  allowing  for  inconsistent 
coverage,  indicates  a  drastic  decline.  Records  from  each  county  were 
sharply  reduced  on  1989  numbers  by  up  to  50%. 

Inner 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

London  Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

1987 

44 

19 

22 

-  - 

10 

11 

106 

1988 

61 

19 

18 

-  — 

11 

15 

124 

1989 

47 

17 

34 

8 

11 

15 

131 

1990 

23 

10 

20 

3 

5 

7 

77 

The  largest  number  of  territories  reported  w  as  from  Hainault  Forest  with 
14  pairs.  The  first  migrant  of  the  year  w'as  at  Bishop's  Park.  Fulham  on 
Apr  25th  and  the  last  at  Alexandra  Park  on  Oct  3rd.  Up  to  14  birds  w  ere 
present  at  Dagnam  Park  in  mid-August.  Inner  London  records  are 
detailed  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  July  30th.  and  a  daily  maximum  of 
up  to  four  birds  from  Aug  6th  to  Sept  26th.  St  Pancras  Gardens,  one  pair 
bred. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  first  record  on  May  9th  and  last  on  Sept 
21st;  maximum  of  one  in  May,  two  in  June,  one  in  July,  three  in  August 
and  three  in  September.  Lambeth  Palace,  one  on  Aug  21st.  St 
James’s  Park,  one  on  June  8th.  Surrey  Docks,  a  singing  male  on  May 
16th.  two  birds  on  May  18th  and  a  pair  present  all  summer. 

416  Pied  Flycatcher 

Eighteen  birds  in  total,  with  only  three  birds  in  spring,  represents  a  very 
poor  showing.  The  spring  male  at  Hampstead  Heath  was  quite  late  by 
national  standards.  In  autumn  there  was  a  marked  passage  in  the  second 
half  of  August.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  one  on  Aug  29th  (kb).  Dagnam  Park,  one  on  Aug 
19th  (crj).  Romford,  one  on  Aug  15th  (kb). 

M  Alexandra  Park,  one  on  Aug  17th  (ahg).  Brent  Res,  a  female  on  Apr 
28th  (RBc/.  dm/).  Brunei  University,  Uxbridge,  one  on  Sept  21st 
(rdnhs).  Hampstead  Heath,  a  male  on  May  19th  (mah)  and  one  on 
Aug  30th  (mah).  Rammey  Marsh,  one  on  Aug  27th  (scr).  Tottenham 
Cemetery,  a  female  on  May  7th  (dl/)  and  one  on  Sept  1st  (dll  pl). 
Inner  London:  Regent's  Park,  one  on  Aug  16th  (ard). 
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K  Dulwich,  one  in  allotments  on  Aug  27th  (pb6). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  one  on  Sept  12th  (rbh).  Ham  Lands,  one  on  Sept  23rd 
(rjh).  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  two  on  Sept  1st  (bm). 

1988  Additional  Record. 

S  Woodmansteme,  a  male  on  Apr  8th  (amn). 

417  Bearded  Tit 

Low  numbers  reported,  particularly  in  Essex.  With  none  at  all  at 
Rainham  Marsh  this  year  following  a  dramatic  decline  since  1987,  the 
days  of  double  figure  flocks  there  seem  to  have  gone,  perhaps  forever. 
This  may  in  part  be  due  to  increased  disturbance  from  falconry  groups. 
There  were  no  long-staying  birds  in  either  winter  period.  All  records  are 
given. 

E  Fairlop  Water,  two  from  Nov  1 1th  to  13th  (abi,  wm). 

H  Amwell  GP,  the  male  remaining  from  1989  was  seen  from  Jan  16th  to 
28th  (br,  gjw).  Cheshunt  GP,  two  on  Dec  17th  and  one  from  Dec  18th 
to  21st  (GJW). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  a  minimum  of  two  on  Jan  6th  (ajm).  Littlebrook  GP, 
four  on  Jan  24th,  three  on  Feb  1st  and  one  on  Feb  5th  (rw«,  cw n, 
bew). 

1989  Additional  Record 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  two  were  still  present  on  Feb  7th  (cl). 

418  Long-tailed  Tit 

The  recent  series  of  mild  winters  has  certainly  helped  this  species.  The 
largest  number  of  breeding  pairs  reported  was  15  from  Hainault  Forest 
and  the  largest  count  outside  the  breeding  season  was  70  birds  from  the 
same  locality.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Aberdare  Gardens,  NW6,  three  on  Jan  27th  and  two  on 
Mar  14th.  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens,  a  pair  seen  carrying  nest¬ 
building  material.  Greville  Place,  NW6,  one  on  Aug  5th.  Holland  Park, 
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bred.  Hyde  Park,  two  territories.  Kensington  Gardens,  bred  -  an  adult 
feeding  four  young  on  May  15th.  Regent’s  Park,  three  pairs  bred;  30  on 
Sept  23rd.  St  James’s  Park,  two  on  March  2nd  and  nine  on  Nov  13th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  four  pairs  bred  rearing  18  young;  twelve 
in  February  and  September,  twenty  on  two  dates  in  November.  St 
Thomas’s  Hospital,  one  on  Mar  8th. 

419  Marsh  Tit 

About  50  breeding  pairs  were  reported,  the  highest  number  for  many 
years.  Thrity  three  of  these  were  in  Essex  with  14  at  Hainault  Forest  (the 
same  number  as  in  1988  and  1989)  and  15  at  Wintry  Wood  (one  pair  per 
eight  hectares).  No  winter  counts  exceeded  three  birds.  There  were  no 
Inner  London  records. 

420  Willow  Tit 

Of  a  minimum  of  24  breeding  pairs,  13  were  in  the  Essex  sector.  Seven 
pairs  bred  at  Cobbins  Brook,  representing  a  decline.  Elsewhere  the 
largest  breeding  concentration  was  three  pairs  at  Cheshunt  GP.  The 
species  is  now  completely  absent  from  south  Essex  where  it  was  thinly 
spread  ten  years  ago.  Outside  of  the  breeding  season  the  largest  count 
was  four  birds  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  Mar  29th.  There  were  no  Inner 
London  records. 

422  Coal  Tit 

Few  records  were  received.  Hainault  Forest  held  20  breeding  pairs  and 
Richmond  Park  between  14  and  17.  Elsewhere  no  breeding  counts 
exceeded  eight  pairs.  Inner  London  records  are  detailed  below  . 

M  Inner  London:  Aberdare  Gardens,  NW6,  two  on  Aug  5th.  Buckingham 
Palace  Gardens,  two  singing  males.  Holland  Park,  one  on  Apr  30th. 
Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair  bred.  Regent's  Park,  five  pairs 
bred.  St  James’s  Park,  two  to  three  from  January  to  April,  one  on  May 
2nd.  Thurloe  Square,  SW7,  one  from  Mar  16th  through  the  spring. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  three  pairs  bred  rearing  eight  young;  ten 
birds  on  Jan  12th. 

423  Blue  Tit 

Along  with  many  widespread,  common  breeding  birds,  this  species  is 
very  under-recorded.  Some  selected,  and  all  Inner  London,  breeding 
records  are  given. 

E  Rainham,  1 1  pairs  bred. 

M  Bishop’s  Park,  Fulham,  15  territories.  Brent  Res,  18  pairs  bred  (22  in 
1989).  Osterley  Park,  ten  territories  (nine  in  1989).  Queen  Mary  GP,  r30 
pairs  bred.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  12  territories. 
Regent’s  Park,  16  pairs  bred.  Russell  Square.  WC1,  one  pair  bred. 

S  Arbrook  Cemetery,  18  territories.  Barwell  Court,  21  territories.  Park 
Farm,  21  territories.  Inner  London:  Albert  Embankment,  Lambeth,  one 
pair  bred.  Battersea  Park,  24  pairs  bred  (c25  in  1989).  Surrey  Docks, 
bred. 
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424  Great  Tit 

As  with  the  previous  species,  undoubtedly  under-recorded.  Some 
selected,  and  all  Inner  London,  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Bishop’s  Park,  Fulham,  eight  territories.  Brent  Res,  14  pairs  (11  in 
1989).  Osterley  Park,  seven  territories  (unchanged).  Queen  Mary  GP, 
cl 5  pairs  bred.  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  one  pair  bred.  Hyde 
Park/Kensington  Gardens,  seven  territories  (eight  in  1989).  Regent’s 
Park,  nine  pairs  bred.  St  James’s  Park,  bred. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  nine  pairs  bred  (cl3  in  1989)  rearing  24 
young.  Surrey  Docks,  three  to  five  breeding  pairs. 

425  Nuthatch 

Seemingly  continuing  to  increase.  At  Hainault  Forest,  15  pairs  bred,  an 
almost  threefold  increase  since  1985.  Other  double  figure  counts  of 
territories  came  from  Brickett  Wood  (13),  Hampstead  Heath  (at  least  12) 
and  Richmond  Park  (10-15).  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  bred.  Kensington  Gardens,  present  through 
the  breeding  season  and  one  on  Nov  9th,  23rd  and  Dec  3rd.  Regent’s 
Park,  one  on  Jan  16th,  June  1 1th  and  12th,  and  Oct  10th. 

427  Treecreeper 

With  no  territory  counts  from  Epping  Forest,  this  species’  stronghold, 
meaningful  analysis  is  impossible.  Appears  to  be  stable  at  Hainault 
Forest.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens,  present  during  summer. 
Green  Park,  one  calling  on  Jan  29th.  Holland  Park,  bred.  Kensington 
Gardens,  one  territory.  Regent’s  Park,  four  pairs  bred. 

430  Golden  Oriole 

E  Ongar,  a  singing  male  on  May  29th  (ajad). 

One  record  on  a  typical  date  and  yet  another  short  stayer.  This  is  the 
eleventh  year  in  succession  that  this  species  has  graced  the  London  Area, 
surely  a  reflection  of  increasing  breeding  numbers  in  East  Anglia.  If  only 
they  would  stay  a  little  longer! 

432  Red-backed  Shrike 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  a  female  on  May  28th  (jivm). 

A  welcome  return  for  this  attractive  species  after  none  in  1989.  Spring 
migrants  have  become  increasingly  rare  nationally  as  the  breeding 
population  has  disappeared,  and  most  recent  London  records  have  been 
of  September  migrants.  See  photograph  opposite  page  97  of  this  report. 

436  Jay 

A  widespread  and  under-recorded  species.  Inner  London  records  are 
given. 
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M  Inner  London:  Aberdare  Gardens,  NW6,  pair  bred  in  observer’s  garden. 
Greville  Place,  NW6,  five  on  Oct  7th.  Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair 
bred.  Pentonville  Road,  Nl,  one  on  Sept  12th  and  Oct  1st  and  17th. 
Regent’s  Park,  four  pairs  bred.  St  James’s  Park,  singles  on  Oct  1 1th  and 
Dec  30th. 

S  Inner  London:  Archbishop’s  Park,  two  on  Sept  26th  and  Oct  17th,  with 
one  there  on  Nov  12th.  Battersea  Park,  one  pair  bred  rearing  six  young; 
six  on  Mar  23rd  and  four  on  Nov  13th.  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Nov  13th. 

1989  Correction 

The  record  of  60  at  Dartford  Marsh  in  December  should  have  referred  to 
60  Magpies. 

437  Magpie 

High  breeding  counts,  counts  of  fifty  or  more  and  Inner  London  breeding 
records  are  given  below. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  14  pairs  bred.  Hainault  Forest,  50  in  November  and 
December.  Havering,  50  in  December.  Rainham,  ten  pairs  bred:  60  in 
November  and  December. 

H  Hampermill,  75  in  February,  100  in  March,  77  in  April,  75  in  June,  58  in 
September  and  52  in  October.  Stanstead  Abbotts  GP,  51  on  Feb  23rd 
and  63  on  Dec  1st. 

M  Inner  London:  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens,  one  nest.  Hyde 
Park/Kensington  Gardens,  four  territories.  Regent's  Park,  14  pairs 
bred.  St  James’s  Park,  bred.  Thurloe  Square,  SW7,  one  pair  bred. 
Whitechapel  High  Street,  El,  two  nests  with  birds  at  one  from  Mar 
12th  to  16th. 

S  Ham  Lands,  62  at  roost  on  Jan  18th.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  four 
pairs  bred  rearing  eight  young.  Millwall  Football  Club,  pair  at  nest  on 
Mar  14th.  Surrey  Docks,  at  least  one  pair  bred. 

440  Jackdaw 

All  breeding  records,  counts  of  100  or  more  and  Inner  London  records 
are  given  below. 

E  Fishers  Green,  120  on  Mar  3rd  and  150  on  Dec  19th.  Hainault,  12  pairs. 

Havering,  four  pairs.  Purfleet,  two  pairs. 

H  Bricketwood,  100  from  Mar  3rd  to  10th.  Chiswell  Green,  150  on  Dec 
4th.  Combe  Wood,  100  on  Oct  28th.  Letchmore  Heath,  100  on  Feb  2nd. 
M  Queen  Mary  GP,  200  flew  over  on  Oct  7th.  Inner  London:  Regent's 
Park,  one  on  Feb  16th  and  one  from  Sept  3rd  to  12th  (ard). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  cl, 600  going  to  roost  on  Jan  15th  and  at  least  2,000  on 
Feb  18th. 

K  Biggin  Hill,  four  pairs. 

S  Oxted,  one  pair  bred.  Raynes  Park,  one  or  two  pairs  bred  in  chimney 
pots.  Richmond  Park,  250  on  Jan  2nd,  200  on  Jan  8th  and  108  on  Jan 
19th. 

441  Rook 

Unfortunately  very  few  records  were  received  making  analysis  of 
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breeding  status  difficult.  The  little  information  available  to  suggests  a 
sustained  decline.  The  highest  count  for  the  year  was  200  at  Rye  Meads 
on  June  9th.  Breeding  counts  and  the  first  Inner  London  records  since 
1986  are  given  below. 

E  North  Ockendon,  15-20  nests  (30  in  1989,  60  in  1986).  Passingford 
Bridge,  20  nests  (30  in  1988,  40  in  1987). 

H  Little  Berkhamstead,  ten  nests. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Mar  30th  and  Sept  12th  (ard). 

K  Downe,  ten  nests.  Lullingstone  Park,  20  to  25  nests. 

442a  Carrion  Crow 

Widespread  and  abundant  breeding  resident.  Counts  of  200  or  more  and 
Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given  below: 

E  Rainham  Marsh  Tip,  250  in  January,  400  in  May,  250  in  July  and  200  in 
November  and  December. 

M  Inner  London:  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens,  one  nest.  Hyde  Park / 
Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair  bred.  Regent’s  Park,  21  pairs  bred. 

S  Beddington  SF,  200  in  June.  Holmethorpe  SP,  200+  through  winter. 
Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  nine  pairs  bred.  Christchurch  Gardens, 
Battersea,  one  at  nest  in  March.  St  John’s,  Waterloo,  one  pair  at  nest  in 
March.  Surrey  Docks,  one  pair  bred. 

442b  Hooded  Crow 

E  Wm  Girling  Res,  one  on  Apr  4th  (gbs). 

443  Raven 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  flew  north  onto  Mitcham  Common  being  mobbed 
by  Carrion  Crows  on  Aug  20th  (NMr).  Wallinston,  Croydon,  one  flew  S 
with  a  Carrion  Crow  on  July  20th  (ltm). 

The  usual  doubts  about  origin  apply.  The  first  records  since  1984. 

444  Starling 

A  common  and  widespread  bird  at  all  times  of  the  year.  Records  of  an 
albino,  a  leucistic  bird  and  roosts  of  5,000  or  more  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  5,000  in  November  and  December.  Waltham  Abbey, 
5,000  in  November  and  December.  Walthamstow  Res,  a  leucistic  bird  on 
Sept  15th. 

H  Tyttenhanger  GP,  8,000  on  July  30th. 

M  South  Ruislip,  10,000  in  October. 

K  Chipstead,  an  albino  bird  was  present  all  year. 

446  House  Sparrow 

A  common  and  widespread  but  very  poorly  recorded  species.  The  largest 
gathering  reported  was  of  2,000  at  Romford  in  December.  The  same 
locality  held  1,200  from  January  to  March.  One  bird  was  killed  and  eaten 
by  a  Kestrel  near  Lancaster  Gate,  Kensington  Gardens,  on  Dec  30th. 
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448  Tree  Sparrow 

In  line  with  national  trends,  numbers  of  this  species  fell  during  the 
1980s,  a  fact  well  illustrated  by  the  comments  of  an  observer  at  Osterley 
Park  (dgh):  not  recorded  (in  1990).  Decline  stems  from  1983  when 

c20  pairs  bred  and  200-300  wintered”.  However,  the  minimum  number 
of  breeding  pairs  reported  for  the  whole  of  the  LNHS  recording  Area  for 
1990  was  85  compared  to  only  65  in  1989  and  72  in  1988.  This  is  no 
doubt  due  to  inconsistent  observer  coverage  rather  than  a  sign  that  the 
trend  is  reversing.  Numbers  of  breeding  pairs  (totals  in  parentheses), 
other  birds  present  in  the  breeding  season  and  flocks  of  50  or  more  are 
given.  There  were  no  Inner  London  records. 

E  Berwick  Ponds  (3).  Hainault  (2).  South  Hornchurch  (7).  Walthamstow 
Res  (4).  Fairlop,  105  on  Jan  20th  and  80  on  Feb  6th.  Rainham  Marsh.  60 
on  Mar  3rd. 

H  Aldenham  Res  (1).  Cheshunt  GP  (1).  Essendon  (1).  Rye  Meads,  50  on 
Dec  1st. 

M  Bushy  Park,  up  to  two  during  breeding  season.  Hampton  Court  Park,  up 
to  two  during  breeding  season  and  nine  on  July  29th.  Park  Farm. 
Enfield,  two  on  Apr  29th.  Perry  Oaks  SF,  up  to  12  in  April  and  May. 
Staines  Moor,  two  on  Apr  14th. 

K  Thamesmead,  two  pairs  disputing  nest  holes  with  House  Sparrows  and 
Blue  Tits  on  Mar  17th. 

S  Beddington  SF  (40+).  Holmethorpe  SP  (6).  Park  Farm,  Chessington. 
four  on  Mar  17th.  South  Norwood  CP  (7).  Beddington  SF.  50+  from 
January  to  March  and  on  May  4th;  200+  in  June;  cl 50  on  July  26th;  o50 
on  Aug  16th  and  up  to  70  in  September  and  October.  South  Norwood 
CP,  100+  in  January  and  February. 

451  Chaffinch 

Large  numbers  were  present  early  in  the  year  with  five  flocks  of  100  or 
more  reported  in  January  and  February,  compared  to  two  in  1989,  the 
largest  being  up  to  300  at  Hill  End,  Harefield  on  Jan  22nd.  The  largest 
breeding  concentration  was  20  pairs  at  Hainault  Forest.  Autumn  passage 
was  noted  from  Sept  26th  to  Oct  29th  with  a  very  large  movement  on 
Oct  9th  when  1,043  moved  NW  over  Hounslow  Heath  in  four  hours,  542 
moved  west  over  Hoblingwell  Wood,  400  flew  over  Regent's  Park.  100+ 
moved  W  over  Putney  Heath  and  80+  moved  N  over  Holmethorpe  SP. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  five  flocks  of  100  or  more,  the  largest 
being  350  feeding  on  the  remains  of  a  maize  crop  at  Whiteheath  Farm, 
Harefield  on  Nov  24th.  Notable  counts  and  all  breeding  records  for  Inner 
London  (number  of  breeding  pairs  in  parentheses)  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens  (2).  Regent's  Park  (6); 
40  on  Sept  27th;  60  on  Oct  8th  and  400  on  Oct  9th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park  (1);  40  on  Oct  9th.  Surrey  Docks  (1). 

452  Brambling 

Another  mild  winter  and  another  correspondingly  poor  showing  for  this 
species.  Recorded  from  only  15  localities  between  January  and  March, 
the  largest  count  being  25  at  Epping  Forest  on  Jan  29th.  The  last  in 
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spring  was  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  Mar  28th.  The  first  birds  of  the  autumn 
were  two  at  Beddington  SF  on  Oct  2nd.  A  marked  movement  on  Oct  9th 
coincided  with  large  numbers  of  Chaffinches:  40  over  Regent’s  Park,  17 
moving  NW  over  Holmethorpe  SP  and  two  moving  NW  over  Hounslow 
Heath.  Birds  were  seen  at  just  six  localities  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the 
largest  count  being  20  in  Epping  Forest  on  Dec  30th.  Inner  London 
records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  three  on  Oct  8th,  40  on  Oct  9th  and 
eight  on  Nov  2nd  (ard). 

455  Greenfinch 

A  poorly  recorded  species  but,  even  allowing  for  this,  numbers  seemed 
to  be  lower  than  in  1989.  Only  one  flock  of  100  or  more  was  reported  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year.  There  were  records  of  breeding  birds  from  six 
Inner  London  localities  with  a  peak  concentration  of  21  pairs  in 
Battersea  Park.  After  the  breeding  season  there  were  seven  flocks  of  100 
or  more,  compared  to  nine  in  1989.  Details  of  these  are  given. 

E  Hainault  Forest,  1 10  on  Oct  27th.  Rainham  Marsh,  150  on  Oct  27th,  100 
in  November  and  120  in  December. 

H  Aldenham,  100  on  Sept  3rd.  Bricketwood,  150  on  Aug  25th.  Hatfield, 
100  on  Sept  1st.  Radlett,  200  on  Aug  22nd. 

K  Swanscombe,  150+ on  Aug  25th. 

456  Goldfinch 

Numbers  were  high  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  with  one  flock  of  100  or 
more,  with  flocks  of  50  or  more  at  a  further  four  localities.  The  largest 
breeding  concentration  was  35  pairs  at  Rainham  Marsh.  After  the 
breeding  season  there  were  seven  flocks  of  100  or  more,  the  largest 
gathering  being  an  impressive  1,000  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Oct  6th,  with 
flocks  of  50  or  more  at  a  further  six  localities.  Large  flocks  are  detailed 
below. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  100  on  Jan  27th.  After  the  breeding  season  numbers 
rose  from  200  on  Aug  27th  to  500  on  Sept  29th  and  peaked  at  1,000  on 
Oct  6th  before  falling  to  250  on  Oct  13th  and  120  in  November  and 
December.  West  Thurrock,  120  from  August  to  October. 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  140  on  Sept  30th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  120  on  Oct  2nd. 

S  Beddington  SF,  300+  in  late  August.  Cannon  Hill  Common,  c200  on 
Sept  3rd.  South  Norwood  CP,  200+  in  October. 

457  Siskin 

Reported  from  46  localities  between  January  and  May  compared  with  65 
in  1989  and  24  in  1988.  The  largest  flock  at  this  time  was  200  at 
Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  Jan  6th,  plus  flocks  of  50  or  more  at  a  further 
eight  localities.  The  last  bird  of  this  period  was  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on 
Apr  15th,  but  there  were  two  summer  records:  one  at  Hainault  Forest  on 
June  16th  and  a  pair  at  Havering  which  may  have  bred.  Breeding  records 
of  this  species  in  southern  England  are  increasing  but  breeding  has  yet  to 
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be  proved  in  the  London  Area.  Singing  males  have  been  recorded  quite 
frequently  in  recent  years.  The  first  returning  birds  were  two  at  Ham 
Lands  on  Sept  26th  after  which  it  was  reported  from  37  localities  with 
one  flock  of  100,  at  Cheshunt  GP  on  Dec  17th,  and  flocks  of  50  or  more 
at  a  further  seven  localities.  Large  flocks  and  Inner  London  records  are 
given  below. 

E  Thomdon  Park,  50  on  Dec  15th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  50  on  Jan  13th.  Broxbourne  Woods,  50  on  Dec  3rd. 
Cassiobury  Park,  60  on  Nov  27th.  Cheshunt  GP,  80  on  Jan  21st  and  100 
on  Dec  17th.  Panshanger,  80  on  Jan  1st  and  Dec  30th.  Stocker's  Lake. 
100  on  Jan  6th  and  50  in  March.  Tykeswater  Lake.  60  on  Jan  2nd. 
Woodhall  Farm,  75  on  Jan  19th. 

M  Grovelands  Park,  Southgate,  70  on  Dec  18th.  Harefield  Place  GP,  60  on 
Nov  10th.  Savehay  GP.  50  on  Feb  5th.  Inner  London:  Regent's  Park,  a 
maximum  of  15  between  Feb  9th  and  Mar  8th,  three  on  Oct  10th.  two  on 
Oct  12th  and  one  on  Nov  7th. 

B  River  Colne  near  Broadwater  GP,  100+  on  Jan  27th.  Wraysbury  GP. 
120+  on  Jan  2nd. 

K  Chipstead  Lake,  50  on  Feb  1st.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  200  on  Jan  6th 
declining  to  1 16  on  Jan  7th.  1 10  on  Jan  20th  and  100  on  Jan  27th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  Feb  15th.  Oct  4th.  Oct  9th. 
Nov  1st  and  Dec  18th.  Surrey  Docks,  a  single  male  from  Mar  1st  to 
11th. 

458  Linnet 

The  largest  flock  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  200+  at  South 
Norwood  CP  in  January  and  February.  There  were  four  other  three  figure 
flocks  at  this  time.  After  the  breeding  season  flocks  of  100  or  more  w  ere 
reported  from  13  localities,  the  largest  being  an  impressive  1.200  at 
Rainham  Marsh  on  Oct  20th.  Flocks  of  100  or  more  and  Inner  London 
records  are  given  below. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  100  on  Aug  11th  and  300  on  Sept  27th.  Rainham 
Marsh,  100  from  January  to  March,  250  on  Aug  17th.  200  on  Sept  16th 
and  23rd,  1,000  on  Sept  29th,  250  on  Oct  13th.  1,200  on  Oct  20th.  650 
on  Oct  27th  and  120  during  November  and  December. 

H  Cooper's  Green.  100  on  July  29th.  Oak  Hill  Park,  1 10  on  Sept  27th.  Rye 
Meads,  100  on  Oct  6th.  St  Albans  Rugby  Club.  100  on  Oct  9th. 
Tyttenhanger  GP.  100  on  Aug  16th  and  120  on  Oct  10th. 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  100  on  Jan  6th,  100  on  Oct  7th,  130  on  Nov  4th  and 
100  on  Dec  18th.  Inner  London:  Kings  Cross  Development  Land,  a 
singing  male  on  May  6th.  Regent's  Park,  one  pair  seen  ten  times 
between  Apr  4th  and  June  1 1th  w  ith  three  on  May  10th:  singles  on  many 
dates  in  the  autumn.  Wapping,  pair  present  in  breeding  season. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  100+  on  Nov  10th.  Hoblingwell  Wood,  130  from  Sept 
17th  to  26th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  100+  in  September.  Epsom  Common,  150+  on  Dec  9th. 
South  Norwood  CP,  200+  in  January  and  February,  and  100+  in 
October.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  three  to  five  breeding  pairs: 
recorded  on  many  dates  in  spring  and  autumn  with  a  peak  of  20  on  Oct 
31st. 
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459  Twite 

Numbers  at  Rainham  Marsh  were  low  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  but 
more  encouraging  in  the  second  winter  period.  Any  records  away  from 
this  locality,  where  the  peak  count  was  20  in  December,  are  unusual  and 
never  more  so  than  the  singing  male  at  Rammey  Marsh  in  March.  All 
records  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  to  three  in  January,  “....the  lowest  numbers  for 
years”;  eight  to  ten  in  November  and  20  in  December  (mkd). 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  a  male  from  Feb  25th  to  Mar  27th  was  singing  towards 
the  end  of  its  stay  (scr  et  al ). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  at  09.50  hrs  on  Oct  24th  with  a  flock  of  Meadow 
Pipits  (pjo?). 

460  Redpoll 

Widespread  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  with  five  flocks  of  50  or  more 
reported  compared  with  none  in  1989.  A  minimum  of  27  pairs  or  singing 
males  was  reported  in  the  breeding  season  compared  with  39  in  1989. 
Three  flocks  of  50  or  more  were  reported  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Breeding  records  (numbers  of  pairs  or  singing  males  in  parentheses), 
counts  of  50  or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

E  Belhus  Wood  (1).  Hainault  Forest  (8-10);  100  on  Feb  4th,  50  on  Feb 
24th,  60  on  Apr  16th,  50  on  Nov  10th,  100  on  Dec  15th  and  120  on  Dec 
22nd.  Havering  (2-3).  North  Romford  (2-3). 

H  Am  well  GP,  one  or  two  on  18  dates  from  January  to  June.  Broxboume 

Woods,  80  on  Dec  29th.  Hertford  Heath,  60  on  Apr  16th.  Rye  Meads 

(1). 

M  Alexandra  Park  (2).  Bentley  Priory,  cl 00  on  Apr  18th.  Muswell  Hill,  a 
singing  male  on  June  10th.  Scratchwood,  a  singing  male  on  May  2nd. 
World’s  End,  Enfield,  family  party  of  six  on  Aug  14th.  Inner  London: 
Belsize  Road,  NW6,  very  active  pair  near  the  1987  nest  site.  Camley 
Street  Wildlife  Park,  one  on  June  29th.  Kings  Cross  Development  Land,  a 
singing  male  in  May.  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Mar  26th,  May  6th  and 
June  1 1th;  two  from  July  10th  to  mid-October.  St  John’s  Wood,  NW8  (1). 
K  Greenwich  Marsh,  one  on  May  6th  in  display  flight.  Hoblingwell  Wood, 
58  on  Dec  31st.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  80  on  Jan  7th,  100  on  Jan  27th. 

S  Epsom  Common,  50  on  Oct  22nd.  Holmethorpe  SP  (1).  Wimbledon 
Common  (4).  West  End  Common,  60  on  Mar  4th.  Inner  London: 
Battersea  Park,  two  on  Feb  10th  and  singles  on  Aug  1st  and  Nov  1st. 
Surrey  Docks  (2);  one  on  Apr  18th  and  three  on  Apr  20th. 

463  Crossbill 

In  line  with  an  exceptional  national  influx,  this  species  irrupted  into  the 
London  Area  in  large  numbers.  The  invasion  began  on  June  26th  with  at 
least  one  at  Petts  Wood,  then  cl2  over  Black  Park  on  June  29th.  It  was 
recorded  at  three  more  localities  up  to  mid-July,  then  at  another  three  in 
mid-August  and  at  four  in  late  August  to  early  September,  at  a  time 
when  flocks  of  200+  were  reaching  Fair  Isle  and  Orkney.  There  were  no 
more  reports  until  October.  In  November  birds  settled  down  at  two 
localities  in  Herts  and  were  reported  from  a  further  four  localities.  The 
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Herts  birds  stayed  into  December  when  there  were  also  14  at  Black  Park 
on  15th.  Excluding  birds  flying  over  (a  total  of  33),  the  invasion 
probably  involved  a  minimum  of  72  individuals,  one  of  the  best  ever 
years  for  this  species  in  the  London  Area.  Previous  irruptions  in  1967 
and  1972  produced  similar  numbers  of  birds  to  1990,  but  in  1966  350+ 
birds  were  recorded.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Hainault  Forest,  five  flew  NW  on  July  14th  (srp)  and  two  on  Aug 
30th  (mkd).  Harlow,  four  to  six  on  Nov  25th  (ah;-). 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  moving  W  on  Aug  27th  (br)  and  one  moving  E  on 
Nov  11th  (gjm).  Balls  Wood,  one  on  July  15th  (br).  Broxbourne 
Woods,  eight  (five  males)  throughout  October,  12  on  Nov  10th,  16  on 
Nov  24th  (scr),  12  (ten  males)  on  Nov  25th  (br)  and  13  throughout 
December  (scr).  Potters  Crouch  Plantation,  four  on  Nov  6th  (cme),  on 
Nov  18th  (ag<7)  and  ten  on  Dec  4th  (cme). 

M  Brent  Res,  eight  flew  W  on  Aug  26th  (dri).  Hampstead  Heath,  five 
females/immatures  on  Aug  30th  (mah). 

B  Black  Park,  cl2  in  flight  on  June  29th,  a  male  on  July  3rd  and  14  (six 
males)  on  Dec  15th  (cl). 

K  High  Elms,  two  on  Oct  14th  (ajm).  Petts  Wood,  at  least  one  on  June 
26th  (r  sylvestor  per  khp). 

S  Banstead,  at  least  four  flew  NE  on  Aug  12th  and  one  flew  N  on  Aug 
17th  (swg).  Leatherhead,  three  on  Sept  3rd  and  one  on  Nov  1st  (am). 
Purley,  one  or  two  flew  NE  on  Aug  14th  (sja).  Streatham  Common, 
three  on  Nov  3rd  (jaf). 

469  Bullfinch 

A  poorly  recorded  species.  The  highest  count  once  again  came  from 
Hainault  Forest  where  there  were  50  in  November  and  December.  The 
largest  breeding  concentration  reported  was  nine  pairs  at  Alexandra 
Park.  Two  pairs  bred  in  Japanese  Knotweed  ( Reynoutria  japonica)  at 
Ham  Lands.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens,  recorded  in  breeding 
season.  Holland  Park,  bred.  Hyde  Park,  one  pair.  Regent’s  Park,  a  male 
on  Feb  22nd. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  two  pairs  bred:  six  on  Jan  12th  and  five 
on  Oct  7th. 
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470  Hawfinch 

A  minimum  of  28  pairs  was  reported  and  one  or  two  birds  were  present 
at  five  other  sites  during  the  breeding  season.  This  represents  a  big 
increase  on  the  13  pairs  reported  in  1989  and  20  in  1988.  The  largest 
winter  count  was  35,  at  Dagnam  Park  in  February,  compared  with  a 
maximum  of  40  there  in  1989  and  30  in  1988.  All  records  are  given 
(number  of  breeding  pairs  in  parentheses). 

E  Cooperdale  (13).  Coxtie  Green  (1).  Dagnam  Park  (1)  with  one  other  pair 
possibly  breeding;  25  in  January,  35  in  February,  20  in  March,  six  in 
April,  ten  in  July,  seven  in  August,  one  in  September,  eight  in  October, 
ten  in  November  and  seven  in  December.  Epping  Forest  (2);  one  on  Jan 
20th.  Hainault  Forest  (6);  present  most  of  year.  Theydon  Bois,  seven  on 
Feb  4th  and  1 1  on  Mar  17th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  to  two  from  March  to  July  7th  and  one  on  Sept  8th. 
Broxbourne  Woods,  two  on  Mar  15th;  up  to  three  in  November  and 
December.  Goldings  Wood,  one  on  Apr  16th.  Hatfield  Polytechnic,  two 
on  Oct  15th  and  one  on  Oct  17th.  Hertford  Heath,  two  on  Mar  16th  and 
one  on  May  2nd.  Post  Wood,  two  on  July  8th.  Roehyde,  two  on  Aug 
13th.  Welwyn  Garden  City,  seven  on  Mar  6th,  four  on  Mar  7th,  a  pair  on 
Apr  29th  and  one  on  June  3rd  in  observer’s  garden. 

Bentley  Priory,  a  female  carrying  nesting  material  on  June  7th. 

Darenth  Woods,  at  least  two  pairs  on  June  1st.  Hawley,  five  oh  Nov 
1 1th.  High  Elms,  one  on  Jan  1st,  two  on  Apr  15th  and  five  on  Apr  29th. 
Lullingstone  Park,  one  on  Apr  12th. 

493  Lapland  Bunting 

Records  of  Lapland  Bunting 
1981  to  1990 


7 


6  - 


5  - 


A 


Jan  Fob  __________  Qc  t  Nov  Dec 


Until  1980,  the  Lapland  Bunting  was  a  rare  bird  in  the  London  Area  with 
only  ten  records.  Since  1980,  however,  there  have  been  about  35  birds 
recorded  and  the  histogram  shows  that  there  is  a  sharp  peak  in  records  in 
the  first  week  of  November.  Autumn  passage  occurs  through  October  and 
November  with  increasing  numbers  of  birds  being  reported  in  winter. 

1990  was  an  exceptional  year  with  seven  records  of  11  birds,  bringing 
the  total  number  of  birds  seen  in  the  London  Area  to  45.  All  records 
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were  in  the  period  October  to  December  and  coincided  with  a  large 
influx  to  the  east  coast.  An  impressive  flock  of  five  flew  W  over 
Beddington  SF  on  Oct  6th,  the  second  year  in  succession  this  species  has 
been  recorded  there  in  early  October.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Fairlop,  one  on  Dec  9th  and  15th  (abi).  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Dec 
9th  (hv).  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Nov  5th  (rmc). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  singles  on  Nov  23rd  and  Dec  23rd  (bew). 

S  Beddington  SF,  five  flew  W  on  Oct  6th  and  one  on  Oct  22nd  (gdjm). 

494  Snow  Bunting 

Five  records  of  single  birds  represents  an  average  showing. 

E  Walthamstow  Res,  one  on  Nov  9th  (PFr). 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  a  female/immature  on  Nov  15th  (jas).  Staines  Res,  a 
first-winter  male  on  Jan  26th  (cdrh)  and  a  female/immature  on  Nov 
3rd  (ajbl). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  a  male  on  Oct  22nd  and  23rd  (bpa,  rbh  et  al). 

1989  Additional  Record 

M  Staines  Res,  a  female/immature  on  Nov  9th  (cl). 

496  Yellowhammer 

Continues  to  decline  both  as  a  breeding  species  and  winter  visitor.  Only 
37  pairs  or  singing  males  were  recorded  during  the  breeding  season, 
compared  with  48  in  1989.  There  w'as  one  flock  of  100  or  more;  as 
recently  as  1984  there  were  four  such  gatherings.  Flocks  of  50  or  more, 
breeding  season  records  (numbers  of  pairs  or  singing  males  in 
parentheses)  and  the  single  Inner  London  record  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds  (5);  70  in  January,  150  on  Feb  18th  and  55  on  Dec  27th. 

Hainault  (8).  Rainham,  50  on  Jan  27th  and  Feb  10th. 

H  Amweli  GP  (1).  Otterspool,  50  on  Dec  3rd.  Rye  House  Marsh,  80  on 
Feb  23rd. 

M  Edgewarebury,  a  singing  male  on  June  10th.  Mill  Hill,  two  singing 
males  on  July  10th.  Ruislip  Common  (1).  Trent  Park,  three  singing 
males  on  May  6th.  Inner  London:  Regent's  Park,  one  on  Sept  27th. 

K  Bromley  (2).  Chipstead  Lake,  80  on  Mar  24th.  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  a 
male  on  June  12th.  Jubilee  Park,  a  singing  male  on  June  8th. 

S  Epsom  Common  (3).  Holmethorpe  SP  (1).  Horton  CP  (5).  Park  Farm 
(7). 

506  Reed  Bunting 

Higher  numbers  were  recorded  at  Rainham  Marsh  with  148  pairs 
compared  to  120  in  1989  and  a  peak  count  of  200  compared  to  70  in 
1989.  Records  of  50  or  more,  breeding  concentrations  of  ten  or  more 
pairs  or  singing  males  (numbers  in  parentheses)  and  Inner  London 
records  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds  (30).  Rainham  Marsh  (148);  50  in  January,  90  in  October 
and  200  in  November  and  December. 

H  Amweli  GP  (14).  Cheshunt  GP  (17).  Rye  Meads  (34). 
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M  Brent  Res  (18).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Sept  24th. 

S  Beddington  SF  (10).  South  Norwood  CP  (10).  Inner  London:  Battersea 
Park,  one  on  Mar  11th.  Surrey  Docks,  one  pair  bred  at  the  Ecological 
Park  and  an  additional  pair  probably  bred  at  the  Lavender  Pond;  single 
birds  seen  throughout  winter. 

510  Corn  Bunting 

Five  flocks  of  50  or  more  were  reported  compared  to  two  in  1989. 
Surprisingly,  the  largest  gathering  of  200+  in  the  Colne  Valley,  Middx, 
was  well  away  from  the  species’  breeding  stronghold  in  the  east  of  the 
Area.  Records  of  50  or  more  and  counts  of  ten  or  more  singing  birds 
(numbers  in  parentheses)  in  the  breeding  season  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds  (20).  Bulphan  Fen  (15).  Fairlop  (12),  50  on  Aug  15th. 

Rainham  Marsh,  75  in  January  and  100  in  February  and  March. 
M  Springwell  Reed  Bed,  Colne  Valley,  200+  going  to  roost  on  Jan  14th. 

K  Darenth,  120  on  Mar  3rd.  Dartford  Marsh,  55  in  November.  Horton 
Kirby,  10+  singing  males  on  June  14th. 


Appendix  I:  Escapes 

The  following  records  relate  to  birds  known  or  presumed  to  be  of 
captive  origin. 

Chilean  Flamingo 

H  Amwell  GP,  the  bird  remaining  from  1989  was  present  from  Jan  1st  to  4th  and  Jan  21st  to 
Feb  25th  (GJW).  Stanstead  Abbotts  GP,  the  Amwell  bird  was  here  from  Jan  4th  to  20th 
(GJW,  ADW). 

M  Queen  Mary  GP.  one  on  Mar  4th  (HRG). 

Sacred  Ibis 

M  Kempton  Park  Res,  a  full-winged  bird  on  Aug  21st  (CBA). 

Black  Swan 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  in  November  and  December  (SCr,  JF).  Walthamstow  Res,  one  on 
Dec  31st  (JF).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Sept  15th  (SRP). 

H  Aldenham  Res,  one  from  Mar  30th  to  May  4th  (CE,  SHM).  Bowyers  GP,  one  from  Sept  1 1th 
to  13th  (ADW)  and  two  from  Sept  14th  to  Dec  31st  (GJW).  Bury  Lake,  one  on  Nov  25th 
(RDw).  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  from  July  15th  to  Nov  24th  when  found  dead  (AHJD). 

M  Brent  Res,  one  or  two  throughout  the  year  with  five  there  on  Nov  17th  (mo).  River  Thames  at 
Twickenham,  one  on  Aug  9th  (KLP). 

S  Mercers  Lake,  one  on  July  18th  (GWJH).  River  Thames  at  Richmond,  one  on  Aug  17th 
(RBH).  South  Norwood  Country  Park,  one  on  Aug  30th  (JBd).  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park, 
one  on  Apr  29th  (BM). 

49  Bean  Goose 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  from  Jan  14th  to  Mar  5th  (SCr).  Nazeing  GP,  one  on  Jan  15th,  21st  and 
Feb  11th  (SCr,  GJW). 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Nov  9th  (SWR). 

50  Pink-footed  Goose 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Sept  4th  (BR,  MI).  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  from  Feb  1st  until  Apr  18th 
(SJC,  AHJD)  and  one  on  June  6th,  Sept  7th  and  throughout  November  and  December  (SJC). 
M  Brent  Res,  one  on  Mar  27th  (SEB).  Hampstead  Heath,  one  from  Jan  13th  to  Mar  18th  and 
Sept  23rd  into  1991  (MAH,  MNr). 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  55  FOR  1990 


Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  three  dates  in  July,  two  dates  in  August  and  two  dates  in 
November  (SWR).  Sundridge,  one  from  Nov  13th  to  16th  (KHP). 

Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Aug  29th  (RBH).  Beddington  SF,  one  from  Sept  7th  to  late  November 
(GDJM  et  al).  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Mar  29th  (BM). 

White-fronted  Goose 

Fishers  Green,  one  from  Mar  21st  to  May  5th  (GJW). 

Amwell  GP,  one  from  May  18th  to  25th  (MI,  BR,  GJW).  Stanstead  Abbotts  GP.  one  from 
Mar  4th  to  14th  (BR  et  al). 

Bar-headed  Goose 

Fairlop  GP,  one  on  May  2nd  (AB1).  Fisher’s  Green,  one  on  June  15th  (ACy).  Walthamstow 
Res,  one  on  Mar  9th  (DAs.  RA). 

South  Norwood  CP.  one  in  January  and  February  and  again  in  July  and  August  (JBd  et  al). 
Snow  Goose 

Eagle  Pond,  one  on  July  1st  (NB).  Fisher’s  Green,  one  on  Mar  1st  (SCr).  Walthamstow  Res. 
two  in  March  and  April  (DAs.RA). 

Holmethorpe  SP,  a  blue  phase  bird  present  from  Jan  1st  to  Mar  1st  (GWJH).  Inner  London: 
Battersea  Park,  a  blue  phase  bird  on  Jan  12th  (BM). 

Emperor  Goose 

Walthamstow  Res,  three  on  Feb  4th.  two  on  Mar  2nd,  one  on  Apr  12th  and  two  in  September 
and  October  (DLt). 

Barnacle  Goose 

Fishers  Green,  one  in  February,  up  to  three  in  March,  one  in  April  and  one  in  December 
(SCr,  BR).  Walthamstow  Res,  six  on  Apr  17th  (DAs,  RA),  four  on  May  12th  (PSAA)  and 
five  on  June  19th  (GCG). 

Amwell  GP,  two  on  Feb  11th  (DLt)  and  Apr  23rd  (GJW),  two  from  Aug  13th  to  28th 
(BR.GJW)  with  three  on  Aug  15th  (MI)  and  one  from  Sept  1st  to  19th  (BR).  Rye  Meads,  one 
on  Jan  14th  (BR)  and  two  on  Feb  10th  (RMRG).  Stanstead  Abotts  GP,  one  paired  and  bred 
with  a  Canada  Goose  rearing  one  young  (BR).  Tyttenhanger  GP,  three  on  May  19th  and  20th 
(SPe).  Verulamium,  one  on  June  2nd  (CME). 

Brent  Res,  one  on  June  17th  and  Aug  9th  (SEB.  DR1,  RJW).  Hampton  Court  Park,  one  on 
May  13th  (NMs,SMi).  Wood  Green  Res,  one  to  two  on  seven  dates  between  Mar  31st  and 
June  16th  (APBR). 

Horton  GP,  a  family  party  of  four  drifted  high  to  the  N  on  Jan  25th  (CDRH). 

Darenth,  one  on  Feb  18th  (BEW).  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  one  on  two  dates  in  March  (RWn. 
CWn).  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  from  Jan  14th  to  27th  and  Feb  6th  to  27th  (SWR).  Stone 
Marshes,  one  during  February  (BEW). 

Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Feb  17th  (SCr).  Holmethorpe  SP.  one  on  May  30th  (GWJH).  River 
Thames  at  Kingston,  one  on  Apr  26th  (BF). 

Brent  Goose 

Staines  Res,  one  on  May  1st  associating  with  Canada  Geese  (ASS). 

Bam  Elms  Res,  one  from  Jan  1st  to  May  15th  and  Nov  7th  to  Dec  31st  (.RBH  et  al).  Barnes 
Pond,  the  Bam  Elms  bird  was  here  on  Apr  6th  (SBr). 

Egyptian  Goose 

Verulamium,  a  very  tame  bird  on  Apr  14th  (CME). 

South  Norwood  CP,  a  pair  on  May  20th  (JBd). 

Ruddy  Shelduck 

Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  May  26th  (SRP). 

Laleham,  a  female  on  Aug  27th  (KLP).  Queen  Mary  GP,  two  on  July  21st  (HRG).  Staines 
Res,  a  female  on  Apr  21st  (RBH).  June  28th  (PN)  and  Aug  8th  (ALr),  with  a  pair  there  on 
Sept  12th  (RBH).  Stoke  Newington  Res.  a  pair  on  Apr  30th  (CS).  Wood  Green  Res.  three  on 
July  23rd  (NB). 

Beddington  SF,  a  pair  present  from  May  21st  to  31st  (PRA  et  al). 

Australian  Shelduck 

Kempton  Park  Res.  one  from  January  to  March  (DPB).  Queen  Mary  GP,  one  on  June  6th  and 
Oct  31st  (HRG). 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  1990 


123 


S  Island  Barn  Res,  one  on  Apr  26th  (PGWS). 

62  Wood  Duck 

M  Stanmore  Country  Park,  a  female  on  June  10th  (PJCn). 

Chiloe  Wigeon 

M  Frays  River,  Uxbridge,  a  male  on  Jan  20th  (RDNHS).  Staines  Res,  a  male  from  May  29th 
’  to  Aug  22nd  (mo). 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  a  male  on  Aug  15th  (GWJH). 

Speckled  Teal 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  from  July  22nd  to  Sept  28th  (CDRH,  PJV). 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  one  from  Nov  5th  to  25th  (GWJH). 

Yellow-billed  Teal 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  from  July  29th  to  Sept  18th  (RDw). 

72  Pintail 

S  River  Thames  at  Kew,  a  tame  male  from  Sept  11th  to  Oct  24th  (RBH).  River  Thames  at 

Kingston,  a  tame  male  on  Apr  17th  (BGe). 

White-cheeked  (Bahama)  Pintail 

H  Bowyer’s  GP,  one  on  Dec  8th  (JF). 

M  Staines  Res,  a  leucistic  bird  on  Aug  25th  (RBH).  Leucism  is  a  common  aberration  of  this 
species  in  captivity. 

Cinnamon  Teal 

H  Rye  Meads,  a  male  from  June  23rd  to  July  1st  (RMRG,  GJW). 

Red  Shoveler 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  July  26th  with  two  there  on  July  29th  and  Aug  5th  (SCr). 

M  Staines  Res,  an  immature  male  from  Aug  23rd  to  Sept  9th  (RBH,  CDRH). 

S  Kew  Gardens,  a  male  on  Nov  27th  (RBH). 

Ringed  Teal 

M  Brent  Res,  one  from  Sept  23rd  to  29th  (BC  et  al). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  two  males  present  from  Aug  20th  to  24th  (RBH).  Inner  London:  Battersea 
Park,  one  from  Oct  20th  to  30th  (BM). 

76  Red-crested  Pochard 

M  Wood  Green  Res,  a  very  tame  female  on  Oct  19th  (APBR). 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  single  females  on  June  2nd  and  Nov  14th,  a  pair  on  Nov  30th 

and  two  males  and  a  female  on  Dec  16th  (BM). 

Rosybill 

M  Tottenham  Cemetery,  one  on  May  14th  and  16th  (DLt  and  PL).  Wood  Green  Res  and 
Alexandra  Park,  one  from  June  6th  to  Dec  31st  (NB,  DLt,  PL). 

White-headed  Duck 

S  Lonsdale  Road  Res,  three  on  Apr  9th  (VEH)  and  one  on  July  1st  (ADT). 

123  Peregrine 

M  Brimsdown  Power  Station,  an  immature  female  on  Sept  27th  was  trailing  bells  and  jesses  (SCr). 

In  addition  to  the  above  birds,  there  are  full  winged  birds  of  several  species  of  wildfowl  in  St 
James’s  Park.  Escapes  of  the  following  species  or  groups  were  also  recorded  in  the  London 
Area  during  1990;  full  details  are  retained  on  the  society’s  record  cards. 

Cockatiel  Nymphicus  hollandicus 
Budgerigar  Mellopsittacus  undulatus 
African  Grey  Parrot  Psittacus  erithacus 
Common  Waxbill  Estrilda  astrilid 
Red-cheeked  Waxbill  Estrilda  melpoda 
Yellow-fronted  Canary  Serinus  mozambicus 
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Appendix  II:  Hybrids 

The  following  records  relate  to  wild  hybrids. 

Wigeon  x  Mallard 

Staines  Res,  a  male  present  from  Apr  28th  to  Oct  1st.  its  seventh  summer  in  west  London 
(PN  et  al).  Where  does  it  go  in  winter? 

Aythya  Hybrids 

Wood  Green  Res,  a  male  Ferruginous  Duck  x  Pochard  from  Aug  4th  to  Oct  10th  (NB).  Inner 
London:  Regent's  Park,  a  Pochard  x  Tufted  Duck  on  Jan  14th  (ARD). 

Bam  Elms  Res,  an  interesting  hybrid  present  from  June  17th  to  Sept  5th  was  thought  by 
several  observers  to  be  a  Scaup  x  Lesser  Scaup  (RBH  et  al).  South  Norwood  CP.  a  Pochard  x 
Tufted  Duck  on  Feb  1 1th  and  Nov  16th  (JBi). 

Mediterranean  Gull  x  Black-headed  Gull 

Wm  Girling  Res,  an  adult  showing  apparent  characteristics  of  both  species  on  Dec  9th  (PJV). 

Glaucous  Gull  x  Herring  Gull 

Thorpe  Park,  one  on  Dec  28th  (CL). 
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First  and  Last  Dates  of  Regular  Migrants 


Summer  Migrants 

Arrival 

Departure 

Hobby 

Apr  10 

Hilfield  Park  Res 

CIB 

Oct 

10 

South  Norwood  CP 

JBd 

Little  Ringed  Plover 

Mar  13 

Several  Localities 

mo 

Oct 

19 

Beddington  SF 

GDJM 

Common  Tern 

Apr  7 

West  Thurrock 

MKD 

Oct 

15 

River  Thames  at  Chelsea  BM 

Arctic  Tern 

Apr  19 

Broadwater  GP 

JE 

Sep 

15 

Holmethorpe  SP 

GWJH 

Apr  19 

King  George  V  Res 

SCr 

Black  Tern 

Apr  30 

Hilfield  Park  Res 

GSE 

Oct 

7 

West  Thurrock 

MKD 

Turtle  Dove 

Apr  21 

Berwick  Ponds 

SRP 

Sep 

30 

Corbets  Tey 

MKD 

Apr  21 

Queen  Mary  GP 

HRG 

Cuckoo 

Apr  14 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

SWR 

Sep 

9 

Maple  Lodge 

SJC 

Nightjar 

May  12 

Locality  Withheld 

BR 

Jul 

16 

Broxboume  Woods 

MGy 

Swift 

Apr  22 

King  George  VI  Res 

JAH, 

Oct 

6 

Bexley 

GCN 

DJMs 

Sand  Martin 

Mar  9 

Rammey  Marsh 

SCr 

Oct 

24 

Beddington  SF  PRA  et  al 

Swallow 

Mar  25 

Broxboume  GP 

GJW 

Nov 

23 

Cheshunt  GP 

JF 

House  Martin 

Mar  16 

Regent’s  Park 

ARD 

Oct 

31 

Gillespie  Park 

AP 

Tree  Pipit 

Apr  7 

Broxboume  Woods 

CC1 

Oct 

1 

Stanmore  Common 

JE 

Yellow  Wagtail 

Apr  1 

Berwick  Ponds 

SRP 

Oct 

8 

Queen  Mother  Res 

SCr 

Nightingale 

Apr  17 

Ham  Lands 

RJH 

Aug 

27 

Brent  Res 

RBd 

Redstart 

Apr  4 

Dagnam  Park 

AB1 

Sep 

29 

Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield  RMC 

Whinchat 

Apr  28 

South  Norwood  CP 

JBi 

Oct 

9 

South  Norwood  CP 

JBd 

Wheatear 

Mar  8 

West  Ruislip  GC  RDNHS 

Dec 

2 

Swanscombe  Marsh 

SCr 

Ring  Ouzel 

Mar  12 

Ham  Lands 

RJH 

Oct 

28 

Alexandra  Park 

NB 

Grasshopper  Warbler 

Apr  14 

South  Norwood  CP  JBi, JBd 

Sep 

2 

Amwell  GP 

BR 

Sedge  Warbler 

Apr  7 

Several  Localities 

mo 

Oct 

20 

Walthamstow  Marsh 

SCr 

Reed  Warbler 

Apr  27 

Several  Localities 

mo 

Oct 

7 

Rye  Meads 

RMRG 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

Apr  21 

Cheshunt  GP 

CC1 

Sep 

29 

Queen  Mary  GP 

HRG 

Apr  21 

Surrey  Docks 

BBk 

Whitethroat 

Apr  12 

South  Norwood  CP 

JBi 

Oct 

4 

Gillespie  Park 

AP 

Garden  Warbler 

Apr  20 

Hyde  Park  CRPWG 

Oct 

10 

Mitcham  Common 

MJN 

Wood  Warbler 

Apr  16 

Hainault  Forest 

MKD 

Sep 

1 

Tottenham  Cemetery 

PL,  DLt 

Willow  Warbler 

Mar  15 

Alexandra  Park 

APBR 

Oct 

1 

Gillespie  Park 

AP 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

Apr  25 

Bishop’s  Park,  Fulham  DWs 

Oct 

3 

Alexandra  Park 

GN 

Pied  Flycatcher 

May  7 

Tottenham  Cemetery 

DLt 

Sep 

23 

Ham  Lands 

RJH 

Winter  Migrants 

Departure 

Arrival 

Jack  Snipe 

Apr  21 

Berwick  Ponds 

SRP 

Sep  27 

Amwell  GP 

GJW 

Sep  27 

Hogsmill  SF 

JGe 

Fieldfare 

Apr  24 

Buckhurst  Hill 

AB1 

Sep 

17 

World’s  End,  Enfield 

RMC 

Apr  24 

Amwell  GP 

PL 

Redwing 

Apr  24 

Buckhurst  Hill 

AB1 

Sep  25 

Regent’s  Park 

ARD 

Brambling 

Mar  28 

Dartford  Marsh 

BEW 

Oct 

2 

Beddington  SF 

PRA 

Siskin 

Apr  15 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

SWR 

Sep  26 

Ham  Lands 

RJH 
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Ringing  Report  for  1990 
J.  D.  Hook 


From  the  data  received,  it  would  appear  that  the  downward  trend  in  the  number 
of  birds  ringed  in  the  London  Area  continued  in  1990.  Mention  has  been  made  in 
previous  Ringing  Reports  that  the  effect  of  a  continuing  decline  in  the  yearly 
total  of  birds  ringed  must  eventually  reduce  the  number  of  recoveries.  This  has 
become  very  obvious  this  year  and  as  a  result  recoveries  are  shown  in  a  table 
based  on  the  Voous  classification.  Within  each  species,  recoveries  are  shown  in 
order  of  ringing  date.  Ringing  details  are  given  on  the  second,  and  where 
applicable,  subsequent  lines. 

The  general  selection  criteria  used,  with  a  few  exceptions,  are  as  follows: 

a.  Late  notifications 

b.  Foreign  ringed  birds  or  recoveries 

c.  Unusual  and  interesting  movements 

d.  Longevity 

Key  to  symbols  used: 

Age  when  ringed: 


1.  Pullus  (nestling  or  chick) 

2.  Fully  grown,  year  of  hatching  unknown 

3.  Hatched  during  calendar  year  of  ringing 

4.  Hatched  before  calendar  year  of  ringing, 
exact  year  unknown 

5.  Hatched  during  previous  calendar  year 

6.  Hatched  before  previous  calendar  year, 
exact  year  unknown 


F  =  Female  M  =  Male  J  =  Juvenile 


Manner  of  recovery: 


V.  Controlled  (caught  or  trapped,  released  with  ring 
VV.  Field  or  sight  record 
+.  Shot  or  killed  by  man 
X.  Found  dead 

XF.  Found  freshly  dead  or  dying 
( ).  Caught  alive  and  not  released 
?.  Manner  of  recovery  unknown 


SELECTED/RECOVERIES  AND  CONTROLS 
GREYLAG  GOOSE 


5150846 

4 

25.06.89 

Sevenoaks  Wildfowl  Reserve,  Kent. 

VV 

26.04.90 

Fen  Drayton  GP,  Cambs.  1 14  km  N. 

POCHARD 

GH36486 

4M 

16.03.87 

Regent's  Park. 

+ 

12.08.89 

Gorodoksky  District,  Lvov,  USSR.  1693 
km  E. 
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TUFTED  DUCK 


FA  12921 

4M 

07.03.85 

Regent’s  Park. 

+ 

01.05.88 

Langra,  Hullberga  Brando,  Aland, 
Finland.  1640  km  NE. 

FA  25301 

3 

16.09.86 

Regent’s  Park. 

+ 

25.09.89 

Kerchomya,  Ust-Kulomsky  District, 
Komi,  USSR.  3742  km  ENE. 

FC  07129 

4M 

24.01.87 

St  James’s  Park. 

+ 

21.05.89 

Lezhdug  Komi,  ASSR,  USSR.  3390  km 
NE. 

FA  26207 

5M 

12.02.87 

Regent’s  Park. 

+ 

25.08.89 

Labytynangi,  Pruiupalsky  District, 
Tyumen,  USSR.  4087  km  ENE. 

FA  30626 

6M 

16.01.89 

Regent’s  Park. 

X 

15.08.90 

Nr  Trave-Munde.  Schleswig-Holstein, 
Germany.  791  km  NE. 

DUNLIN 

BX  986629 

5 

14.03.82 

Swanscombe  Marsh,  Kent. 

V 

25.07.90 

Insel  Langenwerder,  Rostock,  Germany. 
804  km  ENE. 

NB  00263 

3 

17.12.88 

Swanscombe  Marsh,  Kent. 

V 

20.07.90 

Ottenby,  Oland,  Sweden.  1179  km  NE. 

BLACK-HEADED  GULL 

There  were  29  foreign  recoveries  of  Black-headed  Gulls  ringed  in  the  Royal 
Parks  and  at  Dartford,  Kent.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  countries  and  number 
of  recoveries  in  each. 

Czechoslovakia  (2)  Denmark  (5)  Estonia  (1) 

Finland  (3)  Germany  (6)  Netherlands  (8) 

Sweden  (3)  Russia  (1) 

The  most  distant  recovery  was  a  bird  ringed  at  Dartford  Sewage  Works  on  Jan 
18th  1987  and  found  freshly  dead  at  Petrozaodsk,  Karewa,  USSR  on  June  26th 
1989,  2,362  km  NE.  Another  bird  of  this  species  which  had  been  ringed  at 
Littlebrook  Power  Station,  Kent  on  Dec  27th  1970  was  a  field  sighting  at 
Frihaven,  Nr  Copenhagen,  Denmark  on  Mar  1 1th  1990,  7,014  days  (just  over  10 
years  after  the  ringing  date).  This  bird  had  been  identified  in  the  field  Nr 
Copenhagen  previously  on  Apr  6th  1980  and  July  13th  1987. 

Two  foreign  ringed  Black-headed  Gulls  were  found  dead  in  the  London  Area 
details  of  which  are  given  below. 


Arnhem  3170172 

1 

05.07.72 

Roosdinen,  Ameland,  Netherlands. 

X 

03.03.90 

Rye  Meads,  Herts.  427  km  WSW. 

ST96276 

1 

19.06.85 

Dragsfjard,  Turun  Ja  Porin,  Finland 

X 

10.04.90 

Brent  Res.  1700  km  WSW. 
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PIED  WAGTAIL 

E8 19040 

3 

29.10.88 

Rye  Meads.  Herts. 

X 

24.04.90 

Nr  Burton,  Derbys.  201  km  NW. 

i 

SAND  MARTIN 

E234217 

3 

26.08.86 

Sevenoaks  Wildfowl  Reserve,  Kent. 

V 

25.06.90 

West  Ashby,  Lines.  217  km  N. 

E210597 

3J 

24.07.88 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

V 

24.07.90 

Mottram  St  Andrew,  Cheshire.  225  km  NW. 

Ten  Sand  Martins  ringed  in  the  London  Area  were  controlled  at  Icklesham. 
Sussex  and  two  ringed  at  Icklesham  were  controlled  within  the  London  Area. 


WREN 


4R7190 

3 

21.10.88 

Sevenoaks  Wildfowl  Reserve,  Kent. 

XF 

01.04.90 

Oakland,  Welwyn,  Herts.  66  km  NNW. 

DUNNOCK 

C105834 

3J 

26.06.88 

Colchester,  Essex. 

V 

29.12.89 

Sevenoaks  Wildfowl  Reserve,  Kent.  74 
kmSW. 

SEDGE  WARBLER 

E450903 

1 

02.06.90 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

V 

01.08.90 

Etang  de  Trunvel,  Finistere,  France.  532 
km  SW. 

F787786 

3J 

31.07.90 

Holmepierrepoint,  Notts. 

V 

26.08.90 

Dartford  Sewage  Works,  Kent.  187  km  SE. 

H067054 

3J 

14.08.90 

The  Curraughs,  Isle  of  Man. 

Dartford  Sewage  Works,  Kent.  448  km  SE. 

F674749 

3 

27.08.90 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

X 

12.09.90 

Nantes  area,  Loire-Atlantique,  France. 
518  km  SSW. 

REED  WARBLER 

E099492 

4M 

13.06.87 

Queen  Mary  Res,  Surrey. 

V 

12.08.90 

Littlebrook,  Kent.  49  km  E. 

Previously  trapped  at  Littlebrook  on  05.06.88  and  09.07.89 

F984076 

3J 

29.07.90 

Attenborough,  Notts. 

V 

31.08.90 

Rye  Meads,  Herts.  150  km  SE. 

H034168 

3 

23.04.90 

Dartford  Sew-age  Works,  Kent. 

V 

20.10.90 

St  Jouin-Bruneval,  Seinte-Maritime, 
France,  202  km  S. 

LESSER  WHITETHROAT 

F227468 

5M 

30.04.90 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

X 

07.06.90 

Sudbury,  Suffolk.  59  km  NE. 
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BLACKCAP 


F387900 

3J 

24.06.90 

V 

16.09.90 

F227860 

3J 

15.07.90 

V 

02.09.90 

CHIFFCHAFF 

Brux.  JA7709 

4 

16.10.89 

V 

03.03.90 

2J2691 

4 

17.03.90 

V 

25.11.90 

WILLOW  WARBLER 

6V7376 

3 

30.08.90 

V 

02.09.90 

COAL  TIT 

C786355 

3 

26.10.85 

X 

15.08.90 

CHAFFINCH 

OsloDB43423 

3M 

14.09.85 

V 

22.03.86 

F227289 

3M 

03.12.89 

X 

03.10.90 

GREENFINCH 

VE89867 

5F 

23.02.90 

V 

09.09.90 

SISKIN 

E389354 

5M 

03.03.87 

V 

28.02.90 

C749100 

4M 

03.05.87 

V 

18.02.90 

E097195 

4F 

01.04.88 

V 

04.03.90 

F198923  6M  1 

7.07.89 

V 

20.02.90 

F282731 

5M 

12.04.89 

Thatcham  Marsh,  Berks. 

Sevenoaks  Wildfowl  Reserve,  Kent.  101 
km  SE. 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

Shoreham-by-Sea,Sussex.  106  kmSSW. 


Knokke,  West-Vlaanderen,  Belgium. 

Rye  Meads,  Herts.  232  km  WNW. 

Yeoveney  GP,  Berks. 

Sevenoaks  Wildfowl  Reserve,  Kent.  53 
km  SE. 


Icklesham,  Sussex. 

Dartford  Sewage  Works,  Kent.  69  km 
NNE,  Kent. 


Potters  Bar,  Herts. 

Thetford,  Norfolk.  103  km  NE. 


Molen,  Brunlanes,  Vestfold,  Norway. 
Potters  Bar,  Herts.  1,025  km  SW. 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

Rattvik,  Dalarna,  Kopparberg,  Sweden. 
1,371  km  NE. 


Corsham,  Wilts. 

Rye  Meads,  Herts.  159km  ENE. 

Sevenoaks  Wildfowl  Reserve,  Kent. 
Burgie  Wood,  Forres,  Grampian  Region, 
Scotland.  741  km  NW. 

Drumguish,  Highland,  Scotland. 

Potters  Bar,  Herts.  725  km  S. 

Castleroy,  Limerick,  Eire. 

Sevenoaks  Wildfowl  Reserve,  Kent.  618 
km  SE. 

Loweswater,  Cockermouth,  Cumbria. 
Sevenoaks  Wildfowl  Reserve,  Kent.  437 
km  SE. 

Swarland,  Northumberland. 
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V 

26.02.90 

Sevenoaks  Wildfowl  Reserve.  Kent.  468 
km  SSE. 

F664770 

5F 

09.02.90 

Sevenoaks  Wildfowl  Reserve,  Kent. 

V 

05.12.90 

Tegefen.  Limburg,  Netherlands.  413  km 
ENE. 

Although  a  poor  year  for  recoveries  and  the  overall  number  of  birds  ringed,  both 
the  Dartford  and  Rye  Meads  Ringing  Groups  reported  either  record  or  very  high 
numbers  of  birds  ringed  of  certain  species.  These  included  Pied  Wagtail. 
Dunnock,  Whitethroat,  Chiffchaff  and  Willow  Warbler.  Also  of  note  were  15 
Grasshopper  Warblers  ringed  at  Rye  Meads,  including  1 1  pulli.  The  outstanding 
bird  ringed  this  year  was  a  Merlin  which  was  caught  at  Foots  Cray  Meadows, 
Kent  on  December  19th  1990. 
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M.  K.  Dennis 


Birds  of  Rainham  Marsh 
Part  Three: 

The  Final  Chapter? 


INTRODUCTION 

The  birdlife  of  Rainham  Marsh  has  been  well  documented  in  recent  years  (Noble 
1970,  Dennis  1982)  but  the  development  pressures  on  the  site  have  ensured  that 
monitoring  of  the  bird  communities  has  continued  throughout  the  1980s.  These 
development  proposals  have  included  a  steel  stockyard  and  the  A13  bypass  with 
long  term  development  of  the  western  firing  ranges  alongside  Ferry  Lane  which 
were  sold  by  the  Ministry  of  Defence  (MOD)  to  Havering  Council. 
Unfortunately  Rainham  Marsh  was  not  included  in  Havering  Council’s 
Countryside  Plan  and  as  such  was  not  designated  as  Green  Belt.  The 
announcement  in  1989  of  a  multi-million  pound  film,  industrial,  residential  and 
leisure  development  plan  affecting  the  whole  area  brings  to  an  end  nearly  a 
decade  of  uncertainty  about  the  future  of  Rainham  Marsh  in  its  present  state.  This 
paper,  possibly  the  final  one  in  the  series,  aims  to  bring  the  reader  up  to  date  with 
recent  developments  and  to  present  as  complete  a  picture  as  possible  prior  to  any 
wholesale  environmental  changes. 

In  the  second  paper  of  the  series  (Dennis  1982),  the  status,  distribution  and  all 
records  up  to  1980  were  considered.  This  paper  will  detail  all  intervening  records 
to  December  1990,  include  some  early  1991  records  for  completeness  and  make 
use  of  detailed  Common  Bird  Census  (CBC)  work.  In  1986,  about  1,000  acres  of 
the  whole  site  was  designated  a  Site  of  Special  Scientific  Interest  (SSSI)  but  this 
paper  adheres  to  the  area  set  out  by  Noble  in  1970  (Fig  1). 

SURVEY  WORK  IN  THE  1980s  and  1990s 

A  complete  CBC  was  carried  out  over  the  whole  SSSI  and  adjoining  areas  in 
1986  and  1990  (see  Appendix  I).  In  addition  a  trial  CBC  was  carried  out  in  1984 
to  test  the  viability  of  such  a  study  and  regular  monitoring  of  all  scarce  breeding 
species  (Stonechat,  Ringed  Plover,  Lapwing  and  Redshank  for  example)  has 
taken  place  every  year  since  1975  (Figs  3  and  5  and  Table  1).  Counts  of  the 
main  wader  passage  have  also  been  undertaken  each  spring  and  autumn  since 
1977,  while  regular  winter  counts  of  ducks  and  waders  have  been  made  since 
1981/82  as  part  of  the  BTO/Wildfowl  and  Wetlands  Trust  birds  of  estuaries 
project. 

THE  HABITATS 

i)  The  western  marshes  (Ferry  Lane  field) 

This  area,  used  as  a  firing  range  until  the  early  1970s  and  grazed  by  cattle,  sheep 
and  horses  until  the  mid-1980s,  is  now  covered  by  a  dense  wet  grassland.  The 
area  was  originally  crossed  by  numerous  reed-filled  ditches,  but  these  have  dried 
considerably  during  the  last  five  years,  with  only  two  or  three  now  containing 
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Fig  1.  Sketch  map  of  Rainham  Marsh. 


water.  Until  the  mid-1980s  some  of  the  low-lying  land  flooded  occasionally,  but 
with  the  drying  of  the  area  (possibly  due  to  a  lowering  of  the  water  table)  this  no 
longer  happens.  Pollution  of  the  main  water  course  continues  to  be  a  problem. 

Despite  all  the  recent  damage  and  disturbance  the  area  continues  to  hold 
important  numbers  of  breeding  Reed  and  Sedge  Warblers  together  with  Meadow 
Pipits,  Skylarks  and  Grey  Partridges.  It  has  about  25%  of  the  Rainham  breeding 
Stonechat  pairs  along  its  edges  and  breeding  Lapwings  and  Redshanks.  In  winter 
large  finch  flocks  occur  and  it  forms  one  of  the  main  hunting  areas  for  Short¬ 
eared  Owls.  Stonechats  winter  right  in  the  heart  of  the  area.  It  has  suffered  for 
several  years  from  the  lack  of  grazing  management,  but  the  main  pressure  in  the 
last  three  years  has  come  from  unauthorised  motorcycling. 

ii)  The  lagoons  and  associated  drainage  ditches. 

Two  sets  of  lagoons  exist  (Fig  1),  the  older  western  ones  now  holding  only 
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limited  amounts  of  water,  and  are  still  important  for  breeding  ducks  and  waders, 
passage  waders  and  wintering  raptors  and  owls.  The  newer  lagoons  -  built  in  the 
early  1980s  -  are  usually  wetter.  They  form  valuable  feeding  and  roosting  sites 
for  wintering  and  passage  ducks  and  waders.  The  northern  sections  of  both  sets 
of  lagoons  are  the  most  important,  where  disturbance  is  at  a  minimum.  The 
drainage  ditches  also  form  an  important  breeding  site  for  Teal,  Mallard, 
Shoveler,  Moorhen,  Reed  and  Sedge  Warblers  and  Reed  Bunting.  In  passage 
periods  double  figure  counts  of  Green  and  Common  Sandpipers  are  often  made 
during  July  and  August.  Again  the  portions  of  the  ditches  nearest  the  railway  line 
are  used  most,  as  few  people  venture  that  far  onto  the  firing  range. 

The  original  lagoons  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  marked  A/B  on  Noble’s 
map  (Noble  1970),  were  fast  disappearing  under  the  rubbish  tip.  However,  in  late 

1989  large  areas  were  excavated  to  provide  capping  for  the  tip  leaving  these 
lagoons  with  a  floor  of  bare  mud  and  small  pools.  These  attracted  passage 
waders,  Greenshank  and  Wood  and  Green  Sandpipers  in  particular,  and  breeding 
Ringed  and  Little  Ringed  Plovers.  Silt  pumping  of  these  lagoons  began  in  July 

1990  creating  two  new  deep  water  pools.  In  this  state  they  attracted  several 
species  of  duck  including  diving  species  such  as  Tufted  Duck,  Pochard  and 
Ruddy  Duck.  In  the  autumn,  large  flocks  of  Teal,  Shoveler  and  Shelduck  used 
these  lagoons. 

iii)  The  eastern  grazed  range 

The  easternmost  portion  is  still  heavily  used  by  the  MOD  primarily  as  an  army 
firing  range.  Although  firing  occurs  six  days  a  week,  and  sometimes  at  night,  it 
does  not  appear  to  have  any  undue  effect  on  the  birds.  However,  the  vegetation 
around  the  firing  areas  is  always  kept  cropped  and  few  birds  breed  near  the  firing 
positions.  The  southernmost  targets  are  no  longer  used,  but  the  MOD  have  left 
them  in  place  as  they  are  used  by  breeding  Shelduck  and  Little  Owl. 

Parts  of  this  area  are  heavily  grazed  by  cattle  and  sheep  but  are  nonetheless 
important  for  breeding  Shelduck,  Meadow  Pipit  and  Skylark.  Those  portions  that 
are  wetter  -  particularly  near  the  old  river  wall  -  hold  important  numbers  of 
breeding  Lapwing  and  Redshank.  The  numerous  ditches  that  cross  the  area  have 
had  serious  drainage  problems  during  the  past  decade  and  many  have  completely 
dried  up.  This  has  led  to  a  decline  in  the  number  of  breeding  Reed  Warblers  and 
Reed  Buntings  in  this  part  of  the  marsh.  Management  work  was  initiated  by  the 
MOD  and  the  NCC  in  the  autumn  of  1989  and  by  early  1991  some  of  the  ditches 
had  been  restored  to  a  degree  of  normality.  The  ungrazed  portions  of  this  area  are 
important  winter  hunting  sites  for  raptors  and  Short-eared  Owls.  In  hard  weather 
large  flocks  of  Lapwings  are  also  found  in  this  area  with  smaller  numbers  of 
geese  and  ducks. 

iv)  The  rubbish  tip 

The  original  tip  was  created  by  infilling  of  pools  inside  the  river  wall  when  it  was 
raised  in  the  mid-1970s  to  prevent  flooding  (Dennis  1982).  The  remaining  areas 
were  completely  filled  by  the  mid-1980s  to  a  point  level  with  the  top  of  the  river 
wall.  In  the  late  1980s  Cleanaway  Ltd  took  over  the  refuse  disposal  at  Rainham 
and  began  dumping  on  top  of  the  existing  tip.  This  continues  to  the  present.  Two 
20  metre  high  mounds  are  planned,  with  the  work  lasting  until  the  mid-1990s. 
The  rubbish  is  brought  down  the  River  Thames  by  barge  from  collection  points 
in  central  London.  Whilst  it  is  being  dumped  the  refuse  attracts  large  flocks  of 
gulls,  primarily  Black-headed,  Common  and  Herring,  but  also  large  flocks  of 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  in  summer  and  Great  Black-backed  Gulls  in  winter. 
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With  such  large  numbers  involved  (up  to  20,000  at  times)  it  is  not  surprising  that 
unusual  species  occur.  These  have  included  Mediterranean,  Ring-billed, 
Glaucous  and  Iceland  Gulls.  The  working  tip  also  attracts  large  flocks  of  corvids. 
Starlings  and  finches. 

When  complete  the  mounds  are  planned  to  be  capped  with  soil  and  seeded  to 
return  them  to  grassland.  However  the  mound  completed  at  the  end  of  1989  has 
only  very  limited  vegetation  and  is  possibly  experiencing  problems  with  excess 
methane  production.  Small  numbers  of  Meadow  Pipit,  Skylark  and  Grey 
Partridge  breed  on  these  newly  vegetated  areas,  but  the  number  of  breeding 
Yellow  Wagtails  has  declined. 

v)  Vegetated  rubbish  tip 

The  land  around  Coldharbour  Point  has  also  been  used  as  a  tip  in  the  past,  but  not 
in  the  last  twenty  years.  It  is  now  mixed  dry  grassland  with  small  Hawthorn  and 
Elder  bushes  with  trees,  mainly  Birch,  becoming  established  around  the  edge  of  the 
area  and  in  its  centre.  Where  fly-tipping  occurs,  the  rough  ground  becomes  suitable 
for  breeding  Stonechat.  Finches,  Carrion  Crows,  Magpies  and  Turtle  Doves  breed 
in  the  bushes,  while  Meadow  Pipits  and  Skylarks  are  found  in  the  more  open  areas. 
Large  flocks  of  finches  are  found  in  this  area  in  winter  and  it  is  also  used  by 
hunting  raptors  and  owls.  This  area  has  also  been  bought  by  Cleanaway  and  future 
plans  include  more  tipping  with  restoration  to  gorse  and  scrub  afterwards. 

vi)  The  saltings 

Two  areas  of  saltings  exist,  one  along  the  River  Thames  in  the  Aveley  Bay  area 
and  the  other  to  the  south  of  the  Murex  factory  complex.  The  former  area  has 
been  greatly  reduced  due  to  construction  of  the  new,  higher  river  wall  and  part  of 
the  area  behind  the  wall  has  largely  reverted  to  a  freshwater  marsh.  The 
remaining  saltings  hold  up  to  150  Wigeon,  100  Redshank  and  smaller  numbers 
of  other  duck  and  waders  in  winter.  Small  numbers  of  Redshanks  and  Ringed 
Plovers  utilise  the  area  for  breeding.  Both  sets  of  saltings  often  have  good 
numbers  of  Snipe  (up  to  150),  Rock  Pipits  and  Water  Pipits  present  in  winter. 

vii)  The  River  Thames  and  its  foreshore 

The  muddy  foreshore  is  an  important  feeding  area  for  ducks  and  waders, 
particularly  during  winter  and  passage  periods.  The  Aveley  Bay  section  often 
holds  impressive  winter  concentrations  of  Dunlin  (1,000+).  Redshank  (100+), 
Shelduck  (200+),  Mallard  (100+)  and  smaller  numbers  of  Ringed  Plover  (50- 
100),  Grey  Plover  (4-7),  Curlew  (up  to  12),  Godwits,  Little  Stints  and  other 
passage  waders.  The  area  of  foreshore  to  the  north  of  Coldharbour  Point  is  the 
main  wintering  area  for  up  to  four  Common  Sandpipers.  In  severe  weather  when 
the  rest  of  the  lagoons  are  frozen  or  snow  covered,  the  foreshore  becomes  a  vital 
refuge  for  passerines  and  waders,  as  they  take  advantage  of  the  slightly  higher 
temperatures  at  the  river's  edge. 

As  the  River  Thames  has  become  cleaner,  the  number  of  birds  using  it  as  a 
feeding  ground  and  migration  route  has  increased.  Cormorants  in  particular  have 
increased  from  only  two  records  before  1970  to  over  60  wintering  in  recent 
years.  Divers  and  grebes  have  also  increased  reflecting  the  much  cleaner 
conditions,  and  seabirds  such  as  Common  Scoter,  Leach's  Petrel  and  Manx 
Shearwater  have  been  seen  with  increasing  frequency.  The  fact  that  salt  water 
from  the  Thames  Estuary  meets  the  predominantly  fresh  water  from  the  River 
Thames  off  Coldharbour  Point  in  equal  quantities  is  probably  responsible  for 
such  a  mix  of  species  on  this  stretch  of  the  river. 
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viii)  The  industrial  area 

This  is  the  least  attractive  area  from  an  ornithological  standpoint  but  can  hold 
interesting  species.  Stonechats  breed  on  the  marginal  wasteground  along  its 
edges  and  Black  Redstarts  and  probably  House  Martins  nest  amongst  the 
buildings.  Barn  Owls  possibly  still  breed  in  the  disused  parts  of  the  Murex 
complex  as  do  Grey  Wagtails,  Wrens  and  Kestrels.  However,  the  area  is  under 
much  pressure  for  redevelopment  and  some  of  the  marginal  habitats  so  favoured 
by  Stonechats  and  Black  Redstarts  have  already  been  destroyed. 

EFFECTS  OF  EXISTING  TRANSPORT  INFRASTRUCTURE  AND 
GENERAL  DISTURBANCE 

Most  of  the  SSSI  is  at  present  used  by  the  MOD  as  a  firing  range.  This  has  little 
effect  on  the  birds  apart  from  grassland  management  on  the  actual  firing  positions 
keeping  the  vegetation  closely  cropped  and  the  presence  of  people  around  the 
firing  area.  Although  Ferry  Lane  and  Coldharbour  Lane  are  main  routes  to  the 
industrial  areas  in  the  vicinity  of  the  SSSI,  the  high  level  of  traffic  flow  is  largely 
confined  to  rush  hours  and  to  a  limited  extent  on  Saturday  morning.  With  most  of 
the  Cleanaway  rubbish  now  being  brought  in  by  river,  there  has  not  been  a 
significant  increase  in  traffic  and  the  birds  are  not  unduly  disturbed  by  it.  Fewer 
birds  breed  along  the  railway,  but  wintering  owls,  ducks  and  waders  do  not  appear 
to  be  troubled  by  the  small  volume  of  traffic  along  the  line. 

The  main  disturbance  comes  from  unauthorised  falconry  groups  who  have 
used  the  site  in  great  numbers  in  the  last  three  winters.  Their  activities  are  mainly 
confined  to  the  weekends,  but  they  often  continue  right  until  dusk  with  up  to  six 
birds  of  prey  the  size  of  Peregrines,  Goshawks  and  Harris’  Hawks.  They  move 
backwards  and  forwards  over  the  lagoons  hunting  mainly  for  Teal,  Snipe  and 
Pheasant  not  allowing  any  of  the  roosting  or  feeding  flocks  to  settle.  The  birds 
are  able  to  cope  with  the  occasional  foray  from  natural  birds  of  prey,  but  become 
very  disturbed  by  constant  hunting  by  so  many  raptors. 

The  second  main  disturbance  comes  from  unauthorised  motorcycling  and  car 
racing.  This  is  mainly  confined  to  the  Ferry  Lane  field  and  the  old  silt  lagoons. 
The  birds  do  tolerate  small  numbers  of  motorcyclists  but  again  are  very 
susceptible  to  repeated  disturbance  by  large  numbers  of  vehicles.  In  particular 
breeding  birds  are  disturbed  by  the  actual  machines  (Lapwing),  the  noise  (singing 
warblers  and  Meadow  Pipits)  and  pollution  (many  of  the  machines/cars  are 
dumped  in  the  ditches  causing  oil  spillages).  This  has  forced  some  of  the 
Moorhens  and  Mallards  in  particular  out  of  the  affected  ditches. 

ROLE  OF  RAINHAM  MARSH  AS  AN  AMENITY  BIRDWATCHING  SITE 

Although  access  to  the  site  is  difficult  due  to  the  presence  of  the  MOD,  it  is  used 
by  local  birdwatchers  and  local  residents  for  recreation.  The  main  areas  used  by 
both  are  the  Ferry  Lane  field  and  the  lagoons  when  firing  is  not  taking  place. 
With  careful  management  the  whole  site  could  be  used  for  recreation  and  nature 
conservation  without  any  direct  disturbance  to  the  birds.  An  indication  of  this 
was  in  June  1990  when  a  Red-footed  Falcon,  a  rare  visitor  from  eastern  Europe, 
was  found  on  the  lagoons.  With  careful  management  up  to  300  birdwatchers 
managed  to  see  the  bird,  causing  minimal  disturbance. 

SYSTEMATIC  LIST 

The  following  list  details  all  records  up  to  the  end  of  1990  and  includes  a  few 
important  1991  observations  for  completeness.  All  the  Common  Birds  Census 
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details  of  1986  and  1990  (the  former  produced  for  the  NCC  and  the  latter  for  the 
Applied  Environmental  Research  Centre)  are  included  in  Appendix  I.  For  the 
latter  survey  I  had  much  help  from  Stuart  Pickering  who  also  produced  most  of 
the  wader  table  (Appendix  II).  This  shows  the  overall  scale  and  pattern  of  the 
autumn  passage  (1990)  through  the  site.  While  the  passage  in  1990  was  not  as 
spectacular  as  in  some  years  -  due  to  the  very  dry  conditions  -  it  demonstrates 
the  diversity  of  species  involved.  It  may  be  compared  with  similar  tables  for 
1970  and  1980  (Noble  1971,  Dennis  1982).  A  table  showing  the  strong  passage 
of  waders  in  spring  1991  is  also  included  as  Appendix  III.  Those  species  with  no 
recent  (i.e.  1980  to  1991)  records  are  listed  in  Appendix  IV.  Full  details  of  these 
records  may  be  obtained  from  Noble  1970  and  Dennis  1982.  Finally,  Appendix 
V  lists  those  species  recorded  at  Rainham  Marsh  but  known  or  presumed  to  be  of 
captive  origin. 

In  the  period  1980  to  1991,  195  species  were  recorded  at  Rainham  Marsh.  With  a 
further  15  species  recorded  prior  to  this  period,  the  species  list  for  Rainham 
Marsh  stands  at  210  (excluding  escapes),  a  fine  testimony  to  the  importance  of 
the  site  and  the  variety  of  habitat  present. 

Systematic  list  of  birds  recorded  at  Rainham  Marsh  during  the  period  1980 
to  1991. 

RED-THROATED  DIVER.  As  with  the  next  species  it  is  occasionally  seen  on 
the  River  Thames  particularly  during  hard  weather.  A  notable  influx  in  1986  was 
responsible  for  a  maximum  of  12  on  Mar  1st  with  smaller  numbers  until  Apr  1 1th. 

BLACK-THROATED  DIVER.  Occasionally  seen  on  the  River  Thames  with 
the  following  records  this  decade:  one  on  Feb  22nd  1985,  two  between  Mar  1 1th 
and  Apr  8th  1986  during  an  influx  of  Red-throated  Divers. 

LITTLE  GREBE.  Two  pairs  have  bred  successfully  for  the  last  three  years. 
Although  it  was  not  found  during  the  1986  breeding  survey,  a  pair  or  two 
probably  breed  each  year.  Most  of  the  breeding  records  have  come  from  the 
water  channel  that  crosses  the  original  saltings  behind  the  new  river  wall.  It  has 
also  bred  in  the  drainage  ditches  beside  the  lagoons.  In  hard  weather  birds  will 
often  move  onto  the  River  Thames. 

GREAT  CRESTED  GREBE.  Birds  are  occasionally  seen  on  the  River  Thames 
with  larger  numbers  during  hard  weather  when  their  usual  inland  wintering  sites 
are  frozen. 

RED-NECKED  GREBE.  All  records  have  come  from  the  River  Thames,  again 
mainly  during  severe  weather.  In  the  past  ten  years  the  following  were  seen:  one  from 
Feb  22nd  to  Mar  1st  1986,  up  to  three  in  late  Jan  1987  and  one  on  Feb  1 1th  1991. 

SLAVONIAN  GREBE.  One  on  the  River  Thames  on  Jan  18th  and  19th  1987  is 
the  only  recent  record. 

FULMAR.  One  in  May  1979  and  one  on  the  River  Thames  on  Feb  16th  1991. 

MANX  SHEARWATER.  One  moved  upriver  on  the  unusual  date  of  May  29th 
1987. 

LEACH’S  PETREL.  One  on  Sept  5th  1983  and  one  or  two  on  Oct  17th  1987. 
just  after  the  great  storm  of  that  year.  All  records  have  come  from  the  River 
Thames  and  reflect  the  recent  increase  along  the  Inner  Thames. 
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CORMORANT.  Present  all  year  on  the  River  Thames  with  the  peak  numbers  of 
50+  between  November  and  March.  Numbers  have  markedly  increased  during 
the  past  five  years  and  small  numbers  remain  through  the  summer.  Most  birds  fly 
off  NW  to  roost  at  dusk.  The  birds  use  the  buoys,  piers  and  jetties  to  rest  on  and 
occasionally  up  to  30  have  used  the  foreshore  of  Aveley  Bay. 

SHAG.  One  or  two  are  present  most  winters  on  the  River  Thames  feeding  with 
Cormorants  between  the  mouth  of  the  River  Ingreboume  and  Coldharbour  Point. 
Birds  are  present  from  late  December  until  February  and  probably  roost  along  the 
River  Thames.  An  influx  in  December  1990  was  responsible  for  up  to  30  birds 
during  January  1991. 

GREY  HERON.  Numbers  during  the  summer  are  usually  low  but  when 
conditions  on  the  lagoons  are  favourable  small  groups  of  up  to  a  dozen  birds  gather 
in  late  summer.  Breeding  has  not  been  suspected  before  but  in  May  1990  a  pair 
was  observed  carrying  sticks  and  other  vegetation  into  one  of  the  new  lagoons 
which  at  the  time  was  covered  in  a  dense  growth  of  sea  aster.  Although  the  birds 
were  very  active  for  several  days,  the  lagoon  was  flooded  soon  afterwards  and  the 
Herons  moved  off.  Ground  nesting  in  Britain  is  unusual  (Cramp  1977).  Outside  the 
breeding  season  it  is  found  on  the  wetter  areas  in  small  numbers. 

PURPLE  HERON.  Single  birds  in  May  1975,  May  1978  and  May  1987. 

SPOONBILL.  One  in  1961,  up  to  five  in  1969  and  one  on  Oct  25th  1983. 

MUTE  SWAN.  Up  to  four  pairs  bred  on  the  new  lagoons  when  they  were  under 
construction  in  1980/81  but  none  have  bred  since  the  mid-1980s.  Non-breeding 
flocks  on  the  River  Thames  are  now  only  a  fraction  of  what  they  were  in  the 
1970s. 

WHOOPER  SWAN.  Four  in  1963  and  in  January  1979.  Three  were  seen  flying 
over  on  Feb  9th  1991.  All  records  have  been  during  hard  weather. 

WHITE-FRONTED  GOOSE.  Small  parties  are  occasionally  seen  flying  over 
the  marsh  and  are  probably  part  of  the  large  north  Kent  population.  Up  to  41 
remained  on  the  ranges  in  February /March  1979  and  the  largest  skeins  flying 
over  in  recent  years  include  65  on  Jan  1st  1987  and  50  on  Feb  14th  1991. 

CANADA  GOOSE.  One  pair  remained  for  about  two  weeks  on  Wennington 
Ranges  in  May  1990  and  pairs  have  occurred  on  the  ranges  and  lagoons  in  other 
years  since  1980.  Occasional  flocks  are  seen  flying  over  to  and  from  their 
breeding  sites. 

BARNACLE  GOOSE.  A  wild  flock  of  13  was  present  in  early  1979.  Otherwise 
feral  birds  are  occasionally  seen  with  Canada  Geese. 

BRENT  GOOSE.  Small  skeins  are  often  seen  moving  up  and  down  the  River 
Thames  and  are  part  of  the  larger  population  on  the  Essex  coast.  Small  groups 
are  occasionally  seen  on  the  ranges  during  hard  weather.  By  far  the  largest 
numbers  occurred  during  severe  weather  in  1991  when  over  550  were  present  on 
the  River  Thames  on  Feb  9th. 

RUDDY  SHELDUCK.  Occurs  most  years,  usually  with  Shelduck.  A  small 
influx  in  1981  led  to  at  least  three  summering  individuals.  Most  are  probably 
escaped  British  birds  but  some  may  originate  from  the  feral  breeding  population 
in  Holland. 
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SHELDUCK.  The  number  of  breeding  records  has  increased  in  the  last  five 
years  from  three  in  1980  to  at  least  seven  in  1990  (Table  1)  with  an  average  of 
six  to  seven  broods  in  recent  years.  The  number  of  summering  adults  has  also 
increased  in  recent  years,  with  up  to  30  present  in  May  and  June.  The  birds 
mainly  utilise  breeding  sites  on  the  ranges  (under  the  targets  is  a  favoured  site), 
lagoons  and  along  the  River  Ingreboume.  Winter  numbers  have  varied  from  100 
to  200  mainly  concentrated  at  the  mouth  of  the  River  Ingreboume  and  in  Aveley 
Bay  (Table  2). 

Table  1.  Number  of  breeding  pairs  of  selected  species  at  Rainham  Marsh, 


1980  to  1990. 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1988 

1989 

1990 

Shelduck 

3 

3 

4 

3 

3 

3 

4 

7 

4 

8 

7 

(broods) 

Teal 

1 

3 

2 

5 

2 

1 

2 

2 

4 

4 

4m 

Shoveler 

2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

3 

2 

3 

2 

2 

Lapwing 

11 

10 

12 

12 

12 

12 

16 

16 

15 

14 

14 

Redshank 

8 

8 

8 

10 

11 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

14 

Snipe 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Whinchat 

2 

1 

1 

- 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

MANDARIN.  One  surprising  record  of  a  male  in  a  drainage  ditch  on  Oct  27th 
1990. 

WIGEON.  A  regular  wintering  flock  of  between  20  and  50  birds  is  present  most 
winters  in  the  Aveley  Bay  area  where  they  use  the  saltings  as  a  roost.  Wintering 
birds  usually  arrive  in  late  November  and  depart  in  March,  but  passage  birds  are 
often  present  on  the  lagoons  in  September  and  October.  Hard  weather  produces 
larger  influxes  onto  the  River  Thames  and  peak  numbers  have  included  500  in 
January  and  100  in  November  1985,  91  in  February  1986  and  500  in  January  1987. 

GADWALL.  Pairs  are  sometimes  present  on  the  flooded  lagoons,  or  on  the 
remnant  saltings  and  may  occasionally  breed.  One  pair  was  present  in  1989  but  the 
last  confirmed  breeding  was  in  1980.  Small  numbers  are  found  on  the  River  Thames 
at  other  times  of  the  year,  and  after  hard  weather  flocks  of  50+  are  often  seen. 

TEAL.  At  least  two  pairs  regularly  breed  either  on  the  saltings  or  on  the  lagoons. 
In  1986  one  pair  probably  bred  on  the  western  edge  of  a  site  near  Ferry  Lane,  but 
this  area  was  subect  to  much  disturbance  in  1990.  Up  to  five  additional  pairs  are 
often  present  throughout  the  summer.  Numbers  start  to  build  up  in  August  and  by 
early  September  several  hundred  can  be  present  on  the  lagoons.  Wintering 
numbers  have  shown  a  decline  in  the  last  five  years  (Table  2)  in  line  with  a 
national  decline  and  a  run  of  mild  winters. 

Table  2.  Maximum  winter  counts  of  selected  species  at  Rainham  Marsh, 
1979/80  to  1990/91. 

1979180  1980/81  1981/82  1982/83  1983/84  1984/85  1985/86  1986/87  1987/88  1988  89  19S9  90  1990  91 


Shelduck 

150 

200 

400 

164 

180 

160 

120 

160 

120 

160 

220 

180 

Teal 

2000 

3000 

2000 

1800 

900 

3000 

500 

500 

600 

400 

1200 

1500 

Ringed  Plover  70 

200 

100 

100 

83 

400 

100 

50 

35 

70 

80 

120 

Redshank 

130 

70 

170 

120 

200 

180 

220 

145 

150 

130 

110 

200 

Dunlin 

1000' 

1100 

1000 

1250 

2000 

2000 

1000 

1000 

600 

450 

500 

1100 

MALLARD.  A  slight  increase  has  been  noted  in  breeding  numbers  with  most 
broods  being  along  the  numerous  dykes  and  drainage  ditches.  Very  few  were 
recorded  in  the  eastern  range  area  where  disturbance  was  high.  Only  broods  were 
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counted  so  the  actual  population  was  probably  higher  in  both  years.  Wintering 
numbers  have  shown  a  decrease  in  recent  mild  winters  but  still  number  at  least 
200. 

PINTAIL.  Numbers  wintering  have  declined  since  the  early  1980s  when 
upwards  of  150  were  present  on  the  lagoons  during  the  winter. Very  few  were 
seen  in  the  late  1980s  when  counts  rarely  exceeded  ten.  There  has  been  a  slight 
recovery  in  the  past  two  winters  with  up  to  35  birds  present  on  the  newer  lagoons 
and  on  the  River  Thames. 

GARGANEY.  Occurs  in  small  numbers  each  year,  usually  on  spring  and  autumn 
passage.  Pairs  have  often  remained  a  few  weeks  and  breeding  has  been  suspected. 

SHOVELER.  As  with  Teal,  breeding  usually  occurs  on  the  old  lagoons  or  on  the 
remnant  saltings.  Breeding  has  been  more  noticeable  in  the  past  three  years  with 
at  least  two  pairs  present.  In  1986  the  successful  pair  was  on  the  western  field  but 
pairs  in  1989/90  occupied  the  old  lagoons,  the  channels  between  the  lagoons  and 
the  old  saltings.  After  reaching  a  rather  low  ebb  in  the  mid-1980s,  winter  and 
passage  numbers  have  increased  with  50  from  late  February  to  early  April,  and 
1 10  between  September  and  December  1990  and  50  in  February  1991. 

POCHARD.  Usually  found  on  the  River  Thames  with  occasional  flocks  of  up  to 
200  during  hard  weather.  In  early  1991  small  numbers  were  also  found  on  the 
new  riverside  lagoons. 

TUFTED  DUCK.  The  three  pairs  present  in  1990  occupied  a  new  habitat  on  the 
lake  created  by  silt  extraction  for  the  rubbish  tip.  Although  no  young  were  seen 
in  1990,  up  to  eight  pairs  summered  in  1991,  and  3-4  broods  were  present  in 
August  -  the  first  confirmed  breeding  for  the  marsh.  Occasional  pairs  have 
summered  on  the  lagoons  in  other  years  and  small  moulting  flocks  are  often 
present  in  late  summer.  Winter  flocks  are  confined  to  the  River  Thames  and  may 
exceed  100  in  hard  winters. 

SCAUP.  One  or  two  are  occasionally  found  on  the  River  Thames  during  hard 
weather.  Up  to  12  occurred  in  February  1991  with  at  least  five  of  these  on  the 
new  lagoon. 

EIDER.  A  male  on  the  River  Thames  on  Nov  18th  1984. 

COMMON  SCOTER.  Occasionally  seen  on  the  River  Thames  with  a  maximum 
of  seven  on  Jan  19th  1985. 

GOLDENEYE.  An  occasional  visitor  during  hard  weather. 

SMEW.  One  on  Jan  17th  and  two  on  Jan  18th  1987  and  one  on  Feb  19th  1988. 
All  have  been  redheads  on  the  River  Thames  or  drainage  channels  on  the  marsh 
itself. 

RED-BREASTED  MERGANSER.  Occurs  most  winters  with  larger  numbers  in 
hard  weather  -  for  example  up  to  six  in  February  1985. 

GOOSANDER.  No  recent  confirmed  records,  but  probably  occurs  on  the 
Thames  in  hard  weather. 

RUDDY  DUCK.  One  on  the  new  lagoon  in  Oct  1990. 

MARSH  HARRIER.  An  immature  pair  held  territory  on  the  old  lagoons  during 
April  -  June  1989  with  at  least  one  bird  remaining  until  mid-June.  One  was 
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present  on  several  dates  in  August/September  1989,  and  singletons  were  also 
recorded  in  March,  May  and  September  1990.  Otherwise  it  is  a  scarce  but 
increasing  passage  migrant  from  late  March  to  May  and  August  to  October. 

MONTAGU’S  HARRIER.  There  have  been  two  recent  records.  A  male  on 
May  30th  1986  and  a  ringtail  roosted  on  the  older  lagoons  overnight  on  June  15th 
and  16th  1990. 

HEN  HARRIER.  Until  1988  it  was  a  regular  winter  visitor  from  October  to 
April  roosting  in  the  dense  sea  aster  on  the  old  lagoons.  Up  to  four  ringtails  and 
two  males  were  regular,  the  birds  ranging  widely  during  the  day  and  returning  at 
dusk  (Dennis,  1987).  In  the  past  three  winters  very  few  have  remained  after  the 
end  of  November  and  only  one  bird  was  seen  in  winter  1990/91.  Although 
national  numbers  have  shown  a  decline,  it  is  probable  that  increased  disturbance 
from  unauthorised  falconry  groups  has  caused  the  decline  in  wintering  birds  at 
Rainham. 

SPARROWHAWK.  Has  become  a  regular  winter  visitor  during  the  last  five 
years,  with  at  least  two  present  between  October  and  March  most  years. 

ROUGH-LEGGED  BUZZARD.  One  on  Dec  26th  1979  is  the  only  recent  record. 

OSPREY.  Singles  on  May  7th  1984,  May  13th  1989  and  in  May  1991. 

KESTREL.  The  population  has  remained  constant  for  at  least  five  years  with  six 
pairs  breeding.  They  breed  in  the  factory  areas  along  Ferry  Lane,  in  the  old  jetty 
buildings  at  Coldharbour  Point  and  on  the  pylons.  Post  breeding  concentrations 
of  up  to  18  birds  feed  over  the  lagoons  and  Ferry  Lane  field  in  late  July  and 
August  (Dennis,  1987). 

RED-FOOTED  FALCON.  Two  records.  A  first  year  bird  from  May  31st  to 
June  17th  1990  and  a  sub-adult  male  from  June  8th  to  17th  1991  . 

MERLIN.  A  scarce  winter  visitor,  with  an  increase  in  records  since  the  mid- 
1980s.  Birds  usually  arrive  in  October  and  stay  until  March.  Up  to  three  birds 
have  been  present  using  Rainham  Marsh  as  a  roost  and  moving  to  the  farmland 
around  Berwick  Ponds  to  feed  during  the  day. 

HOBBY.  Another  species  on  the  increase  with  up  to  two  birds  present  most 
springs.  In  the  last  five  years  birds  have  remained  several  weeks  hunting  over  the 
lagoon  and  ranges. 

PEREGRINE.  A  scarce  passage  migrant  usually  between  late  August  and  early 
October.  Occasional  birds  do  winter,  but  the  exact  position  is  confused  by  the 
number  of  escaped  falconer's  birds  in  the  area. 

RED-LEGGED  PARTRIDGE.  Only  one  pair  now  remains,  on  the  vegetated 
tip.  Until  the  late  1970s  up  to  three  pairs  bred  but  in  some  recent  years  only 
single  birds  have  been  recorded.  A  similar  decline  has  also  occurred  on  the 
farmland  to  the  north  of  the  area. 

GREY  PARTRIDGE.  In  contrast  to  the  previous  species,  numbers  have 
increased  over  the  past  five  years.  At  least  ten  pairs  breed,  mainly  on  the  edge  of 
the  tip  and  on  the  ranges.  Winter  coveys  have  also  increased  with  counts  of  over 
30  on  occasion. 

PHEASANT.  Another  species  that  has  increased  despite  predation  by  foxes  and 
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unauthorised  falconry  groups.  The  population  has  grown  from  only  two  pairs  in 
1979  to  16  in  1990.  Most  inhabit  the  dense  sea  aster  on  the  lagoons. 

WATER  RAIL.  A  scarce  winter  visitor  most  often  in  hard  weather. 
Occasionally  seen  at  other  times  of  the  year  but  probably  does  not  breed. 

MOORHEN.  A  common  breeding  species,  mainly  along  the  drainage  ditches 
and  fleets. 

COOT.  A  few  pairs  breed  on  the  old  saltings  and  on  the  lagoons  when  they  are 
flooded.  It  has  increased  during  the  last  five  years  to  at  least  five  breeding  pairs. 
Small  numbers  occur  on  the  Thames  during  the  winter  months,  with  over  150  in 
hard  weather. 

CRANE.  One  in  1957  and  one  over  the  lagoons  on  May  15th  1982. 

OYSTERCATCHER.  At  least  one  pair  has  attempted  to  breed  each  year  since 
1971  but  the  success  rate  is  low.  Birds  use  the  gravel  surrounds  of  the  pipe 
outlets  for  nest  sites  and  are  often  flooded  out.  Usually  present  in  small  numbers 
from  March  to  September  but  up  to  20  have  occurred  on  passage  in  May. 

AVOCET.  A  scarce  passage  visitor  usually  between  late  March  and  mid-May.  Has 
been  seen  less  frequently  during  the  last  ten  years,  the  peak  of  five  on  Apr  22nd 
1988  being  well  below  the  best  year  of  1976  when  up  to  fifteen  were  present. 

LITTLE  RINGED  PLOVER.  Has  decreased  both  as  a  breeding  species  and 
passage  visitor.  Usually  present  between  mid-March  and  early  October  with 
about  three  pairs  breeding  -  down  from  six  in  the  early  1980s  (see  Fig  2  below). 
Spring  flocks  rarely  exceed  12  birds  and  late  summer  and  autumn  numbers  have 
declined  since  the  peak  in  the  late  1970s  and  early  1980s  (Table  3).  At  present 
between  15  and  30  birds  are  present  in  late  July  which  probably  reflects  the 
declining  breeding  population  in  surrounding  areas.  At  all  seasons  the  birds 
prefer  the  dryer  parts  of  the  lagoons  which  are  free  of  vegetation. 

Fig  2.  Breeding  Pairs  of  Little  Ringed  Plovers  at  Rainham  Marsh 

1980  to  1990 


RINGED  PLOVER.  Although  breeding  numbers  have  shown  a  decline  during 
the  last  decade,  passage  and  winter  flocks  have  remained  constant.  About  three 
pairs  breed  on  the  dryer  lagoons  and  on  the  saltings  but  up  to  six  pairs  bred  in  the 
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early  1980s  (see  Fig  3  below).  An  early  autumn  build  up  occurs  in  mid-August 
with  up  to  200  by  late  August  in  most  years.  Winter  and  spring  passage  numbers 
rarely  exceed  100  but  an  exceptional  winter  flock  of  400  was  present  in 
December  1984.  Birds  usually  feed  on  the  River  Thames  foreshore  and  roost  on 
the  dryer  lagoons  at  high  tide. 

Fig  3.  Breeding  Pairs  of  Ringed  Plover  at  Rainham  Marsh 

1980  to  1990 


KENTISH  PLOVER.  A  very  rare  visitor  with  only  one  record  in  the  last  ten 
years,  a  single  bird  on  Apr  24th  1983. 

Table  3.  Autumn  wader  passage:  maximum  counts  at  Rainham  Marsh  1980 
to  1990. 


1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1988 

1989 

1990 

Ringed  Plover 

130 

200 

80 

86 

115 

150 

100 

150 

100 

120 

120 

Little  R.  Plover 

91 

55 

62 

52 

40 

36 

25 

2T 

15 

25 

12 

Green  Sandpiper 

65 

32 

41 

40 

25 

40 

35 

30 

30 

35 

32 

Common  Sandpiper 

70 

50 

100 

65 

52 

50 

40 

25 

20 

40 

30 

Wood  Sandpiper 

4 

3 

5 

5 

3 

2 

3 

2 

1 

4 

5 

Little  Stint 

10 

30 

1 

25 

3 

6 

6 

2 

2 

4 

7 

Curlew  Sandpiper 

19 

8 

10 

4 

1 

10 

- 

- 

4 

- 

5 

GOLDEN  PLOVER.  Usually  a  very  scarce  passage  visitor  between  late  July  and 
late  November.  A  few  occasionally  winter  on  the  pastureland  with  the  Lapwing 
flocks,  but  in  hard  weather,  on  Jan  10th  1987  for  example,  over  100  may  be  present. 

GREY  PLOVER.  Usually  a  scarce  passage  migrant  in  April  and  May  and 
between  late  September  and  mid-November.  A  few  winter  along  the  Thames 
with  a  maximum  of  seven  in  winter  1990/91.  A  very  strong  passage  in  autumn 
1990  included  20  on  Sept  23rd. 

LAPWING.  A  stable  population  of  about  12-14  pairs  breeds  on  the  wetter 
lagoons  and  on  the  grazed  ranges,  but  they  are  prone  to  much  disturbance  and  to 
the  habitat  drying  out.  Numbers  build  during  the  summer  to  over  600  by  late 
August  with  winter  flocks  often  exceeding  1.000  even  during  mild  weather.  In 
hard  weather  several  thousand  may  pass  through  the  site  and  many  are  forced 
onto  the  Thames  foreshore  when  snow  covers  the  ranges. 

KNOT.  A  very  scarce  passage  migrant  usually  in  late  spring  and  in  September. 
Has  declined  during  the  last  decade  and  is  now  seen  less  than  annually. 
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SANDERLING.  Occurs  in  small  numbers  between  late  March  and  early  June 
and  again  in  August  and  September.  Most  are  seen  on  the  wetter  lagoons  and  on 
the  River  Thames  foreshore  and  have  included  counts  of  26  on  Mar  29th  1980 
and  an  impressive  passage  in  1991  (Appendix  III). 

LITTLE  STINT.  Small  numbers  pass  through  on  autumn  passage  most  years 
but  numbers  are  highly  variable  from  year  to  year  (Table  3).  Numbers  reached  a 
peak  in  the  late  1970s  since  when  counts  have  rarely  exceeded  15  birds.  A  few 
usually  arrive  in  late  July  but  the  main  movement  is  not  until  late  September  and 
early  October.  Occasional  birds  winter  with  Dunlin  and  it  is  sometimes  seen  in 
late  spring  -  up  to  four  in  early  June  1991  for  example  (Appendix  III). 

TEMMINCK’S  STINT.  A  very  scarce  passage  migrant.  One  on  Sept  25th 
increased  to  two  between  Sept  26th  and  Oct  2nd  1982,  two  on  May  2nd  1983  and 
singles  on  May  10th  1989  and  Apr  26th  1991.  One  wintered  in  1970/71. 

PECTORAL  SANDPIPER.  Three  records  in  the  1980s  and  one  previously 
(1971).  Singles  from  Sept  28th  to  30th  1981,  Sept  12th  to  28th  1982  and  Oct  9th 
to  15th  1983. 

BUFF-BREASTED  SANDPIPER.  An  adult  photographed  on  July  21st  1986. 

CURLEW  SANDPIPER.  Mainly  a  scarce  autumn  migrant  in  varying  numbers 
occurring  between  late  July  and  early  October  (Table  3).  Peak  numbers  occurred 
in  the  late  1970s  when  up  to  70  were  seen  (in  1978)  but  double  figure  counts 
have  become  very  rare  with  ten  on  Sept  15th  1985  being  the  recent  maximum. 
Birds  use  both  the  lagoons  and  the  Thames  foreshore.  Occasional  birds  are  seen 
until  late  October  but  very  few  in  spring. 

DUNLIN.  Present  on  the  Thames  foreshore  and  the  lagoons  throughout  the  year. 
Small  numbers  pass  through  during  the  spring  and  early  autumn  while  a  few 
(usually  less  than  20)  are  present  all  summer.  Winter  numbers  do  vary  but  up  to 
1,500  feed  along  the  River  Thames  mainly  in  Aveley  Bay  and  north  of 
Coldharbour  Point.  Although  most  of  these  wintering  birds  now  use  the  ash 
lagoons  of  West  Thurrock  PS  as  a  high  tide  roost,  small  numbers  -  sometimes  up 
to  1,000  still  use  the  dryer  lagoons  from  time  to  time  (Table  2). 

RUFF.  Winter  numbers  have  shown  a  decrease  since  the  early  1980s  when  a 
flock  of  up  to  50  regularly  wintered  and  less  than  ten  now  winter.  A  few  pass 
through  during  late  March  and  early  May  but  summering  has  increased  with  some 
very  young  birds  present  in  recent  years.  Up  to  five  males  in  breeding  plumage 
have  occurred.  Good  numbers  pass  through  in  the  autumn  from  late  July  to  early 
September  when  up  to  35  may  be  present.  However,  the  dry  conditions  of  recent 
summers  have  resulted  in  much  lower  numbers  during  the  last  three  years. 

JACK  SNIPE.  A  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers  occurring  between  late 
September  and  late  March.  Usually  less  than  three  are  present  but  up  to  five  are 
sometimes  present  on  the  dryer  lagoons  . 

SNIPE.  One  or  two  pairs  probably  breed  most  years  but  direct  proof  is  difficult  for 
such  a  secretive  species.  Winter  numbers  often  exceed  120  particularly  during  hard 
weather  (Table  2),  while  passage  flocks  of  up  to  200  have  been  present  in  March. 
Most  are  found  on  the  flooded  lagoons  or  on  the  saltings  along  the  River  Thames. 

WOODCOCK.  A  few  are  present  during  hard  winters,  presumably  frozen  out  of 
inland  sites. 
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BLACK-TAILED  GODWIT.  A  scarce  passage  migrant  usually  from  late 
March  to  early  September  with  a  peak  in  late  June  and  early  July.  Ten  on  June 
23rd  1990  is  the  largest  recent  flock. 

BAR-TAILED  GODWIT.  Slightly  more  frequent  than  the  preceding  species 
with  small  numbers  moving  through  during  April/May  and  again  from  August  to 
October.  A  few  are  present  during  winter  along  the  Thames  foreshore.  Largest 
passage  flocks  included  1 1  on  Apr  28th  and  seven  on  Apr  30th  1984  while  up  to 
16  were  present  during  a  prolonged  passage  in  April  1991. 

WHIMBREL.  Chiefly  a  spring  passage  migrant  with  up  to  seven  between  mid- 
April  and  late  May  and  in  July  and  August.  Most  are  seen  on  the  grazed  ranges 
or  Thames  foreshore. 

CURLEW.  Occurs  throughout  the  year  but  usually  between  late  July  and  late 
March.  Flocks  of  up  to  12  have  been  present  during  August  and  up  to  12 
wintered  in  1990/91.  As  with  Whimbrel  birds  use  the  ranges  and  Thames 
foreshore  for  feeding. 

SPOTTED  REDSHANK.  A  few  are  seen  during  the  spring  (usually  April/May) 
but  autumn  passage  numbers  have  declined  markedly  since  the  early  1980s.  Up 
to  eight  were  present  in  September  1978  but  no  more  than  four  (and  sometimes 
none)  have  occurred  during  recent  autumns. 

REDSHANK.  Breeding  numbers  have  increased  in  the  last  ten  years  to  about 
12-14  pairs.  They  mainly  use  the  wetter  lagoons,  saltings  and  the  wetter  portions 
of  the  new  and  old  ranges.  As  with  the  Lapwing  birds  are  prone  to  disturbance 
and  habitat  drying  out  particularly  on  the  former  western  ranges  where  numbers 
have  fallen  from  five  pairs  to  only  one.  Up  to  150  winter  along  the  River  Thames 
from  October  to  March,  occasionally  roosting  on  the  saltings  and  wetter  lagoons. 

GREENSHANK.  A  regular  passage  migrant  from  mid-April  to  late  May  and 
again  from  early  July  to  early  October.  Spring  numbers  are  usually  small  but  an 
exceptional  passage  in  1990  resulted  in  up  to  seven  in  early  May.  Autumn 
numbers  peak  between  July  and  September  with  counts  of  up  to  ten  most  years 
(Table  3). 

GREEN  SANDPIPER.  Present  throughout  the  year  but  usually  very  few 
between  mid-May  and  late  June.  Up  to  seven  birds  regularly  winter  along  the 
many  fleets  and  dykes,  while  up  to  six  occur  on  Spring  passage.  However,  it  is 
during  the  prolonged  autumn  passage  that  most  birds  are  seen.  Up  to  40  birds  are 
present  at  any  one  time  but  peaks  in  early  July  and  again  in  August  and 
September  (Table  3)  indicate  that  at  least  100  birds  use  the  site  during  the  whole 
autumn.  Where  favourable  conditions  exist  on  the  wet  lagoons  small  flocks  of  up 
to  25  are  sometimes  present. 

WOOD  SANDPIPER.  A  regular  autumn  passage  migrant  between  mid-July  and 
mid-September  (Appendix  III  and  Table  3).  Up  to  five  birds  occur  usually  on  the 
wet  lagoons  with  the  main  passage  movements  of  Green  Sandpipers.  Spring 
passage  has  become  more  regular  during  the  past  five  years  but  usually  no  more 
than  two  birds  are  seen,  mainly  in  May.  However,  a  strong  passage  from  mid- 
May  1991  included  up  to  three  birds  in  the  first  week  of  June. 

COMMON  SANDPIPER.  Present  all  year,  but  common  only  during  autumn 
passage  which  begins  slightly  later  than  with  Green  Sandpiper,  reaching  a  peak 
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in  late  July  and  early  August  (Table  3).  Up  to  100  have  been  recorded  but 
numbers  in  recent  years  have  rarely  exceeded  50.  A  few  winter  along  the  River 
Thames  foreshore  north  of  Coldharbour  Point,  usually  three  but  up  to  six  in 
February  1991,  and  small  numbers  pass  through  in  spring. 

TURNSTONE.  Small  numbers  are  present  on  the  dry  lagoons  and  along  the 
River  Thames  in  April/May  and  again  in  July/August.  The  largest  flock  was  12  on 
Aug  26th  1989.  One  or  two  occasionally  winter  with  Dunlin  and  Ringed  Plover. 

GREY  PHALAROPE.  One  in  August  1964.  Only  one  record  in  the  1980s  -  one 
from  Sept  28th  to  Oct  6th  1981  which  spent  much  of  its  stay  with  a  Pectoral 
Sandpiper  on  the  wet  lagoons. 

POMARINE  SKUA.  One  on  Dec  1st  1985  and  up  to  two  from  Feb  8th  to  Mar 
9th  1986  with  one  remaining  until  Mar  11th.  Probably  only  two  birds  were 
involved  in  these  records  which  coincided  with  a  large  influx  of  the  species  into 
the  Thames  estuary. 

ARCTIC  SKUA.  Very  scarce  migrant  mainly  in  autumn.  Two  in  Sept  1970,  one 
in  Sept  1978  and  singles  on  May  14th  1982,  Aug  31st  1983  and  June  3rd  and 
Sept  22nd  1990. 

GREAT  SKUA.  One  over  the  lagoons  on  Sept  27th  1982. 

MEDITERRANEAN  GULL.  Has  increased  during  the  last  decade  from  a 
scarce  migrant  to  a  regular  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers.  Most  occur  from 
October  to  March  usually  associating  with  the  large  flock  of  gulls  on  the  rubbish 
tip.  Most  records  have  involved  adult  or  first  winter  birds.  There  have  also  been 
occasional  records  in  April,  May  and  June. 

SABINE’S  GULL.  During  the  influx  of  autumn  1987,  two  adults  were  present 
in  Aveley  Bay  on  Oct  16th  and  two  adults  and  a  juvenile  on  Oct  17th. 

LITTLE  GULL.  A  scarce  passage  migrant  between  March  and  May  and  again 
from  late  July  to  early  October  with  occasional  summer  and  winter  records.  The 
largest  movement  occurred  during  the  influx  of  seabirds  following  the  1987 
hurricane  with  25  moving  upriver  on  Oct  17th. 

BLACK-HEADED  GULL.  Up  to  20,000  feed  on  the  tip  between  October  and 
March  with  smaller  flocks  (usually  over  1,000)  throughout  the  rest  of  the  year. 
Several  thousand  use  the  dry  lagoons  and  ranges  for  roosting  and  the  River 
Thames  when  the  tipping  stops  for  lunch! 

RING-BILLED  GULL.  A  first-winter  bird  on  Feb  25th  1979  and  a  second- 
winter  on  Dec  6th  1987. 

COMMON  GULL.  An  increasing  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant,  with  peak 
numbers  usually  occurring  between  January  and  late  March.  Up  to  1,500  are 
regular  on  the  tip  and  ranges  with  much  smaller  numbers  present  throughout  the 
year. 

LESSER  BLACK-BACKED  GULL.  Although  this  species  is  present  all  year, 
largest  numbers  are  during  autumn  passage  from  late  July  to  early  October.  Up  to 
1,500  can  occur  during  winter  (1975/76)  but  recent  counts  have  rarely  exceeded 
100.  Spring  passage  in  March/April  can  involve  up  to  150  birds. 

HERRING  GULL.  Up  to  3,000  winter  on  the  tip  from  late  November  to  April 
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with  smaller  numbers  present  for  most  of  the  year.  Very  few  British  pink-legged 
individuals  are  seen  between  late  June  and  late  September  when  more  Yellow¬ 
legged  birds  are  present. 

YELLOW-LEGGED  HERRING  GULL.  Has  increased  during  the  last  five 
years.  Usually  present  from  late  June  to  early  October  with  up  to  30  birds  in  early 
July  and  August.  Occasionally  seen  at  other  times  of  the  year  but  these  birds  may 
be  of  the  eastern  rather  than  the  southern  race  that  occurs  in  summer. 
Unprecedented  numbers  were  present  in  August  1991  with  up  to  200+  birds. 
Monthly  maxima  for  1990  are  given  below. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Maxima:  -  -  1  -  --  11  10  3  2  1  1 

ICELAND  GULL.  An  adult  from  Apr  24th  to  28th  1985  and  a  first  winter  on 
Dec  6th  1987. 

GLAUCOUS  GULL.  A  scarce  winter  visitor  with  most  recent  records  during  or 
just  after  hard  weather.  Most  are  first-winter  birds  and  are  present  on  the  tip  from 
December  to  late  April.  In  1988  at  least  three  birds  were  seen:  a  second-winter 
on  Feb  27th,  a  first-winter  from  Feb  27th  to  Mar  30th  and  an  adult  on  Nov  30th. 

GREAT  BLACK-BACKED  GULL.  This  remains  the  scarcest  of  the  five 
regular  gulls  with  only  about  250  wintering  and  usually  less  than  50  during 
passage  periods.  A  few  immature  birds  are  present  on  the  tip  throughout  the  year. 

KITTIWAKE.  A  scarce  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor,  usually  seen 
moving  up  or  down  the  River  Thames. 

SANDWICH  TERN.  Seen  most  years,  usually  in  May  and  August/September. 
All  records  have  been  on  the  River  Thames  and  have  included  flocks  of  up  to 
seven. 

COMMON  TERN.  A  regular  passage  migrant  on  the  River  Thames  and 
foreshore.  Up  to  fifty  occur  on  spring  passage  between  mid-April  and  late  May. 
Autumn  passage  is  more  protracted  lasting  from  late  July  to  early  October  and 
often  involves  movements  of  over  150  birds. 

ARCTIC  TERN.  A  regular  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers,  usually  in  May 
but  also  in  August.  One  was  present  in  June  1974. 

LITTLE  TERN.  Seen  most  years  on  the  River  Thames,  usually  in  August.  Birds 
also  feed  on  the  lagoons  if  they  are  deep  enough. 

BLACK  TERN.  Small  numbers  pass  through  in  spring,  while  autumn  counts  in 
August/September'can  exceed  50  birds.  Most  pass  straight  through,  but 
occasionally  birds  feed  on  the  lagoons. 

GUILLEMOT.  One  on  the  River  Thames  on  Mar  10th  1983  and  up  to  eight 
between  Feb  15th  and  Mar  1st  1986  during  a  marked  influx  of  the  species  into 
the  Thames  Estuary  (Hastings,  1987). 

FERAL  PIGEON.  Small  but  increasing  numbers  breed  in  the  factory  area. 
Winter  flocks  on  the  tip  and  ranges  often  exceed  150  birds. 

STOCK  DOVE.  About  4-6  pairs  still  breed  on  the  ranges  particularly  around  the 
targets.  Up  to  150  occur  on  the  tip  and  ranges  in  the  autumn  and  winter  with  a 
recent  maxima  of  270  on  Oct  13th  1990. 
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WOODPIGEON.  Small  numbers  breed  in  the  woodland  along  the  Mar  Dyke 
and  in  bushes  on  the  vegetated  rubbish  tip.  Numbers  have  slowly  increased  in 
recent  years  and  winter  flocks  of  200-300  are  often  present  on  the  ranges. 

COLLARED  DOVE.  A  few  breed  in  the  factory  area  and  along  the  Mar  Dyke. 
Has  been  seen  with  increasing  frequency  in  recent  years. 

TURTLE  DOVE.  Has  also  increased  as  a  breeding  bird,  with  about  four  pairs 
breeding  along  the  Mar  Dyke  and  on  the  vegetated  rubbish  tip.  Migrants  are 
often  present  on  the  lagoons  in  spring  and  autumn. 

RING-NECKED  PARAKEET.  A  few  records  of  birds  flying  over.  There  may 
be  a  hitherto  undiscovered  breeding  colony  in  the  area. 

CUCKOO.  Present  in  increasing  numbers  from  April  to  late  September.  The 
population  has  risen  from  only  1-2  males  in  the  early  1980s  to  over  five  males 
and  3-4  females  in  the  last  three  years.  The  main  host  species  appear  to  be 
Meadow  Pipit  and  Reed  Warbler  -  juveniles  being  fed  by  both  species  have  been 
recorded  -  while  most  Cuckoo  territories  are  where  the  greatest  densities  of  both 
species  occur. 

BARN  OWL.  Birds  are  seen  from  time  to  time  throughout  the  year  and  a  pair 
probably  breeds  in  the  factory  area.  Sightings  have  become  a  little  more  frequent 
recently  with  birds  sometimes  hunting  in  broad  daylight. 

LITTLE  OWL.  One  pair  breeds  in  one  of  the  disused  targets  but  apparently  no 
longer  in  the  factory  area  or  on  the  farmland  to  the  north  of  the  railway  line. 

LONG-EARED  OWL.  An  occasional  visitor,  usually  on  passage  in  March  and 
November. 

SHORT-EARED  OWL.  Present  throughout  the  year  but  primarily  as  a  winter 
visitor.  It  is  normally  present  from  late  September  to  late  April,  with  an  influx  of 
wintering  birds  in  late  October  and  early  November.  Up  to  17  birds  have  occurred 
and  regular  wintering  numbers  have  varied  between  five  and  12  birds  (see  Fig  4  ). 
Birds  hunt  over  the  lagoons,  Ferry  Lane  field  and  the  ranges,  often  in  daylight  in 
mid-winter  (Dennis,  1986).  They  have  large  hunting  territories  the  edges  of  which 
are  defended  against  other  owls.  The  food  of  Short-eared  Owls  at  Rainham 
consists  mainly  of  Short-tailed  Field  Voles  (Dennis,  1986). 


Fig  4.  Wintering  Short-eared  Owls 
at  Rainham  Marsh  1970  to  1990 


70/71/72/73/74/75/76/77/78/79/80/81/82/83/84/85/86/87/88/89/90/91 
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SWIFT.  A  common  non-breeding  summer  visitor  between  late  April  and  mid- 
September  often  exceeding  1,000  birds  in  mid-summer. 

KINGFISHER.  One  or  two  regularly  winter  along  the  fleets  and  water  courses. 
Numbers  build  up  after  mild  winters  with  at  least  four  present  during  the  1990/91 
winter  until  hard  weather  drove  them  out.  Summering  birds  have  been  seen  with 
increasing  frequency  in  recent  years  and  one  pair  bred  in  1990. 

HOOPOE.  One  on  the  lagoons  on  Apr  14th  and  15th  1984. 

GREEN  WOODPECKER.  Occasional  birds  are  present  in  late  summer  and 
during  hard  weather  in  winter. 

GREAT  SPOTTED  WOODPECKER.  An  occasional  visitor  to  the  vegetated 
tip  and  Mar  Dyke. 

LESSER  SPOTTED  WOODPECKER.  Two  records.  One  on  Aug  29th  1987 
and  one  on  Apr  9th  1988. 

WOODLARK.  One  on  Mar  14th  1981. 

SKYLARK.  Winter  numbers  can  exceed  300  while  hard  weather  movements 
often  approach  1,000  (in  February  1979  and  1991  for  example).  Otherwise  a 
common  breeding  species  with  over  100  pairs  present. 

SAND  MARTIN.  First  arrivals  are  normally  in  the  last  few  days  of  March  and  it 
is  a  regular  visitor  throughout  the  summer.  Spring  passage  numbers  rarely  exceed 
100  but  a  pre-migration  build  up  in  late  August  can  involve  up  to  3.000  birds 
feeding  over  the  lagoons.  Most  birds  depart  in  early  October,  but  some  linger 
until  the  end  of  the  month.  Most  birds  seen  during  the  summer  come  from  the 
nearest  colonies  at  Purfleet. 

SWALLOW.  Breeding  numbers  have  shown  a  decline  following  the  demolition 
of  the  old  blockhouses  on  the  disused  ranges.  A  few  pairs  still  breed  in  the 
factory  area  and  on  the  ranges.  Passage  in  September  involves  up  to  500  birds 
with  late  birds  often  remaining  until  November. 

HOUSE  MARTIN.  Small  numbers  pass  through  on  spring  passage,  while  a 
few  pairs  may  breed  in  the  factory  area  and  on  the  ranges.  Peak  passage  in 
September  involves  up  to  3,000  birds.  Late  birds  often  remain  until  early 
November. 

TREE  PIPIT.  Seen  occasionally  in  early  October  with  migrating  Meadow 
Pipits. 

MEADOW  PIPIT.  A  common  resident  with  over  100  pairs  breeding.  Numbers 
are  affected  by  hard  weather  and  slight  declines  were  evident  after  the  1978/79. 
1986/87  and  1990/91  winters.  Most  are  found  on  the  rough  grassland  on  the 
ranges  and  on  the  vegetated  tip  (Dennis,  1989).  Numbers  are  augmented  by 
passage  migrants  in  March  and  October  when  up  to  200  may  be  present  on  the 
dry  lagoons.  Winter  numbers  can  be  upwards  of  150. 

RED-THROATED  PIPIT.  One  on  May  1st  1982  with  Meadow  Pipits  on  the 
dry  lagoons. 

ROCK  PIPIT.  Up  to  14  winter  from  early  October  to  late  March  along  the  River 
Thames.  Most  are  found  north  of  Coldharbour  Point  and  on  the  saltings  of 
Aveley  Bay.  A  few  are  seen  on  the  marsh  itself. 
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WATER  PIPIT.  One  or  two  are  seen  most  winters  with  a  slight  increase  in 
records  since  the  mid-1980s.  Most  are  present  on  the  lagoons  or  on  the  saltings 
along  the  River  Thames  between  the  factories  and  Coldharbour  Point.  Very  few 
are  seen  before  the  end  of  October  and  there  is  evidence  of  a  slight  passage  in 
March/ April  when  many  are  coming  into  full  breeding  plumage.  Up  to  12  were 
present  in  March  1971  and  at  least  20  from  mid-February  to  early  April  1991 
(Dennis  in  prep). 

YELLOW  WAGTAIL.  Has  declined  as  a  breeding  species  as  its  favoured  sites 
have  dried  out  or  been  covered  by  rubbish.  Only  about  12  pairs  now  breed, 
mostly  on  the  lagoons  and  vegetated  rubbish  tip.  Post  breeding  flocks  of  up  to 
100  are  present  in  August,  while  some  birds  linger  until  late  October  or  early 
November.  Blue-headed  iflava)  Wagtails  are  occasionally  present  in  spring  and 
have  bred  (in  1983)  or  have  paired  with  ‘normal’  yellow  females. 

GREY  WAGTAIL.  One  pair  has  bred  in  the  factory  area  in  each  of  the  last  three 
summers.  About  four  birds  winter  while  up  to  six  are  seen  on  autumn  passage. 

PIED  WAGTAIL.  A  few  pairs  breed  but  numbers  are  affected  by  hard  weather. 
Passage  movements  in  March/ April  and  October  can  involve  up  to  100  birds.  A 
winter  roost  is  present  in  the  nearby  sewage  works  and  pre-roost  gatherings  of  up 
to  150  birds  are  often  present  on  the  dry  lagoons  during  winter  afternoons.  The 
White  (alba)  Waqtail  is  a  scarce  passage  migrant  in  March/April  (up  to  eight) 
and  October  (1-2). 

WREN.  At  least  20  pairs  breed.  Although  it  is  affected  by  severe  winter  weather, 
numbers  have  increased  during  the  past  decade.  In  winter  it  can  even  be  found  on 
the  Thames  foreshore. 

DUNNOCK.  The  small  breeding  population  has  increased  slightly  in  recent 
years. 

ROBIN.  About  seven  to  nine  pairs  breed  but  it  has  declined  since  the  early 
1980s  when  at  least  15  pairs  bred. 

BLACK  REDSTART.  Between  one  and  three  pairs  breed  each  year  in  the 
Murex  factory  area.  Birds  normally  arrive  in  late  March  and  remain  until  early 
October.  Small  numbers  of  passage  birds  occur  on  the  lagoons  and  along  the 
River  Thames  in  March  and  again  in  October/November  while  a  few  winter. 

REDSTART.  An  increasing  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers,  most  often  in 
September.  Late  birds  sometimes  linger  until  November. 

WHINCHAT.  A  few  still  breed  on  the  ranges,  but  numbers  have  declined 
since  the  mid-1970s.  No  more  than  two  territories  have  been  located  in  recent 
years  (see  Table  1).  It  is  scarce  on  spring  passage  but  autumn  movements  in 
September  often  involve  double  figures.  The  maximum  count  was  25  on  Sept 
1st  1990. 

STONECHAT.  Nearly  90  %  of  the  total  Essex  and  London  breeding  population 
is  found  on  Rainham  Marsh.  Although  numbers  do  fluctuate  from  year  to  year 
(particularly  after  severe  winters)  the  trend  has  been  upward  during  the  last 
decade  (see  Fig  5).  The  first  ‘modem’  breeding  took  place  in  1969  and  there  has 
been  a  rapid  increase  during  the  past  four  years  to  25  pairs  in  1990.  Most  inhabit 
marginal  land  alongside  human  habitation  (eg  factories  and  farms)  only 
spreading  onto  the  lagoons  and  ranges  when  the  population  is  high.  Pairs  are 
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often  double  or  triple  brooded  with  the  breeding  season  extending  from  mid- 
March  to  late  July.  Small  numbers  pass  through  on  passage  in  October  while  up 
to  20  may  winter,  mainly  on  the  lagoons  and  ranges.  In  severe  weather  birds 
either  move  out  of  the  area  or  move  onto  the  Thames  foreshore  where  the  slightly 
warmer  conditions  probably  aid  winter  survival. 

Fig  5.  Breeding  Pairs  of  Stonechat  at  Rainham  Marsh 

1980  to  1990 


WHEATEAR.  A  common  spring  migrant,  first  seen  in  the  second  week  of 
March  with  passage  through  to  the  end  of  May.  Up  to  50  (eg  on  Apr  8th  1982) 
may  be  present  at  this  time  and  some  birds  in  May  show  characteristics  of  the 
larger  Greenland  race.  Although  juveniles  have  been  present  on  the  lagoons  in 
recent  summers,  local  breeding  has  not  been  proved.  Smaller  numbers  pass 
through  on  autumn  passage  (up  to  a  maximum  of  15)  with  stragglers  remaining 
until  the  first  week  of  November. 

RING  OUZEL.  Very  occasionally  seen  on  spring  passage. 

BLACKBIRD.  A  common  resident  with  a  stable  population  of  about  twenty 
pairs. 

FIELDFARE.  A  winter  visitor  in  varying  numbers  with  up  to  200  on  the  ranges 
in  hard  weather. 

SONG  THRUSH.  About  seven  pairs  breed,  with  up  to  50  on  passage  in  the 
autumn. 

REDWING.  Flocks  of  up  to  300  are  present  on  the  ranges  and  along  Mar  Dyke 
in  severe  winter  weather  but  usually  numbers  do  exceed  100. 

MISTLE  THRUSH.  One  pair  breeds  alongside  Mar  Dyke  and  feeds  on  the 
eastern  ranges. 

GRASSHOPPER  WARBLER.  One  or  two  reeling  birds  have  been  present  in 
most  recent  summers  although  breeding  is  difficult  to  establish.  Most  have  been 
on  the  lagoons  or  on  the  Ferry  Lane  field. 

AQUATIC  WARBLER.  One  on  Aug  12th  1981  is  the  only  accepted  record. 
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SEDGE  WARBLER.  Breeding  numbers  have  increased  particularly  during  the 
last  five  years  (see  Fig  6  below).  Upwards  of  forty  pairs  breed  mainly  on  the 
Ferry  Lane  field  and  on  the  lagoons.  Very  few  breed  on  the  eastern  ranges  where 
suitable  habitat  is  lacking. 

Fig  6.  Breeding  Pairs  of  Sedge  Warbler  at  Rainham  Marsh 

1980  to  1990 


REED  WARBLER.  Still  the  most  frequent  warbler,  with  numbers  apparently 
stable  at  about  200  territories.  Most  are  in  the  stands  of  phragmites  along  the 
dykes  and  ditches  scattered  over  the  whole  area,  but  smaller  numbers  use  other 
types  of  vegetation  including  almost  dry  habitats  (in  sea  aster  for  example).  Birds 
will  often  shift  territories  into  such  dry  habitats  in  adverse  conditions.  In  1990 
and  1991  several  pairs  moved  out  of  reeds  along  the  watercourses  and  into  dry 
rank  vegetation  when  the  reeds  were  cut.  Small  numbers  also  use  reedbeds  on  the 
saltings  but  numbers  on  the  eastern  ranges  have  shown  a  marked  decline  as  many 
of  the  watercourses  have  dried  out.  Breeding  distribution  for  1990  is  shown  in 
Fig  7  below.  Birds  normally  arrive  in  early  May  and  depart  in  early  October. 


Fig  7.  Breeding  Reed  Warblers 
Habitat  Distribution  in  1990 


Old  Lagoons  (10.0%) 


Saltings  (15.0%) 
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West  Marsh  (45.0%) 


152 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  55  FOR  1990 


LESSER  WHITETHROAT.  More  singing  birds  have  been  present  in  recent 
years,  mainly  along  Mar  Dyke,  on  the  vegetated  tip  and  along  the  railway  line. 
At  least  one  pair  bred  in  1990. 

WHITETHROAT.  Following  the  recovery  in  national  numbers  (Marchant, 
1990)  the  population  has  increased  steadily  in  the  last  decade,  particularly  since 
1987  (see  Fig  8  below).  Over  40  pairs  now  breed  (no  more  than  ten  in  the  1970s) 
scattered  over  the  whole  marsh  wherever  there  are  bushes  and  tall  vegetation. 

Fig  8.  Breeding  Pairs  of  Whitethroat  at  Rainham  Marsh 

1980  to  1990 
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GARDEN  WARBLER.  One  pair  occasionally  breeds  along  Mar  Dyke  while 
one  pair  bred  on  the  vegetated  tip  in  1990. 

BLACKCAP.  One  pair  breeds  by  Rainham  Station  and  up  to  three  pairs  breed 
along  Mar  Dyke. 

CHIFFCHAFF.  Singing  birds  are  sometimes  present  on  spring  passage  and  one 
or  two  occasionally  winter  by  the  rubbish  tip. 

WILLOW  WARBLER.  Passage  migrants  occur  in  April/May  and  again  in 
August/September  when  up  to  20  may  be  present.  A  few  pairs  breed  along  Mar 
Dyke  and,  since  the  mid-1980s,  on  the  vegetated  rubbish  tip. 

GOLDCREST.  A  scarce  migrant  in  October  usually  found  in  bushes  on  the  tip 
and  in  roadside  vegetation. 

SPOTTED  FLYCATCHER.  A  pair  breeds  in  most  years  along  Mar  Dyke. 
Autumn  migrants  are  sometimes  present  on  the  vegetated  rubbish  tip. 

BEARDED  TIT.  Winter  numbers  have  fluctuated  ranging  from  over  50  in 
‘good'  years  to  none  in  some  recent  years.  The  large  flocks  occur  in  the 
dense  sea  aster  on  the  lagoons  by  day  with  birds  reverting  to  reeds  for 
roosting.  The  first  autumn  birds  are  seen  in  late  October  and  remain  until  the 
following  March.  Wintering  numbers  from  1981/82  to  1990/91  are  given 
below. 

Winter:  1981/82  1982/83  1983/84  1984/85  1985/86  1986/87  1987/88  1988/89  1989/90  1990  91 

No  of  Birds:  3  4  20  40  40  50  30  4 
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LONG-TAILED  TIT.  A  few  pairs  breed  in  the  wooded  area  along  Mar  Dyke. 

WILLOW  TIT.  One  record  of  a  passage  migrant  in  March  1986. 

BLUE  TIT.  The  small  breeding  population  has  increased  in  the  last  five  years. 
Passage  birds  are  present  in  October/November  (up  to  35). 

GREAT  TIT.  A  small  population  of  between  three  and  five  breeding  pairs, 
mainly  along  the  road  and  near  human  habitation. 

JAY.  Single  birds  were  occasionally  seen  on  the  ranges  in  autumn  but  there  are 
no  recent  records. 

MAGPIE.  There  has  been  a  dramatic  increase  in  the  number  of  breeding  pairs 
from  only  two  in  the  late  1970s  to  over  ten  in  the  early  1990s.  Roosts  of  over  150 
are  often  present  in  the  bushes  on  the  vegetated  tip  in  autumn  and  winter. 

JACKDAW.  A  few  breed  at  Purfleet  and  possibly  in  the  woodland  along  Mar 
Dyke.  Flocks  of  up  to  150  are  often  seen  on  the  ranges  and  tip. 

ROOK.  Up  to  500  occur  on  the  tip  with  other  corvids  and  gulls,  most  probably 
coming  from  the  nearest  rookeries  in  Kent. 

CARRION  CROW.  A  stable  population  of  about  five  pairs  breed.  Increasing 
numbers  are  found  throughout  the  year  on  the  tip  with  up  to  200  in  the  summer 
and  400  in  the  winter.  Occasional  Hooded  Crows  are  found  with  them  usually  in 
February  /March,  but  are  now  seen  less  than  annually.  Prior  to  1980  it  was  more 
regular  including  four  in  early  1969. 

STARLING.  A  small  number  breed  close  to  human  habitation.  Several  thousand 
are  found  on  the  ranges  and  rubbish  tip  from  late  August  to  March. 

HOUSE  SPARROW.  A  small  resident  population  breeding  mainly  around  the 
factories  and  range  buildings.  Post-breeding  flocks  of  up  to  500  are  found  on  the 
tip. 

TREE  SPARROW.  Has  become  a  regular  winter  visitor  with  up  to  60  present 
along  the  edge  of  the  tip.  Small  numbers  also  occur  on  passage  in  April  and 
October. 

CHAFFINCH.  One  or  two  pairs  breed  in  the  woodland  along  Mar  Dyke. 
Autumn  numbers  build  from  October  to  a  winter  maximum  of  about  200  by  the 
new  year. 

BRAMBLING.  Has  become  a  very  scarce  winter  visitor  with  flocks  rarely 
exceeding  30  birds.  Numbers  have  declined  since  the  1970s  when  up  to  300  were 
present  on  the  lagoons.  At  least  1,000  were  present  on  Mar  16th  1969,  the  largest 
flock  ever  recorded  in  Essex.  However,  the  only  large  flocks  in  recent  years  have 
been:  85  in  December  1981,  125  on  Jan  23rd  and  up  to  150  in  February  1982, 
and  40+  in  January /February  1984. 

GREENFINCH.  A  few  pairs  breed  but  mainly  an  autumn  and  winter  visitor 
with  up  to  300  birds  present  most  years. 

GOLDFINCH.  Breeding  numbers  have  shown  a  steady  increase  during  the  past 
decade  to  at  least  30  pairs.  A  build  up  begins  in  late  summer  and  reaches  a  peak 
in  October  when  up  to  1,000  birds  may  be  present  on  the  ranges  (Table  4). 
Winter  numbers  are  usually  lower  but  up  to  200  have  been  recorded. 
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Table  4.  Passage  of  Goldfinch  and  Linnet  at  Rainham  Marsh  in  Autumn 
1990. 


Aug  24 

Sep  1 

Sep  8 

Sep  16 

Sep  23 

Sep  29 

Oct  6 

Goldfinch 

120 

200 

200 

200 

220 

500 

1000 

Linnet 

170 

160 

150 

200 

250 

1000 

500 

SISKIN.  Small  flocks  are  occasionally  heard  flying  over,  most  often  in  October. 
A  few  are  sometimes  present  with  other  finches  on  the  ranges  and  tip. 

LINNET.  A  common  breeding  bird  with  at  least  30  pairs.  A  build  up  similar  to 
that  of  the  Goldfinch  occurs  from  late  summer  each  year  and  October  passage 
numbers  reach  1,500  (Table  4).  At  least  200  regularly  winter  but  in  some  years 
up  to  1,000  may  be  present,  feeding  on  the  dense  sea  aster  on  the  lagoons. 

TWITE.  A  small  wintering  population  is  normally  present  on  the  lagoons  or  at 
the  edge  of  the  tip  from  late  October  to  mid-March.  Numbers  have  shown  a 
marked  decline  during  the  decade  with  no  more  than  30  seen  in  recent  years. 
During  the  1970s  and  early  1980s  flocks  often  exceeded  100.  This  is 
demonstrated  in  the  table  below  which  gives  wintering  numbers  from  1981/82  to 
1990/91. 

Winter:  1981182  1982/83  1983/84  1984/85  1985/86  1986/87  1987/88  1988/89  1989/90  1990/91 

No  of  Birds:  150  15  15  60  15  25  15  12  3  25 

REDPOLL.  Occasionally  seen  on  passage  with  other  finches. 

BULLFINCH.  Very  small  numbers  are  sometimes  present  along  Mar  Dyke. 
Occasionally  seen  on  the  marsh  itself  during  the  autumn. 

LAPLAND  BUNTING.  An  occasional  visitor  with  all  records  during  the  last 
decade.  Singles  on  Jan  1st  and  Nov  1st  1986,  two  on  Dec  6th  1986,  one  on  Jan 
17th  and  three  on  Feb  7th  1987,  two  on  Feb  13th  1988  and  up  to  two  during 
February  1991. 

SNOW  BUNTING.  A  very  scarce  winter  visitor  now  seen  less  often  than  ten 
years  ago.  Recent  records  have  included:  two  to  three  between  January  and 
March  and  one  on  Nov  29th  1981,  four  on  Jan  9th  and  up  to  three  until  Feb  6th 
1982,  two  on  Feb  14th  and  one  on  Mar  3rd  1983,  two  from  January  to  March 
1986  and  one  on  Jan  17th  1987. 

YELLOWHAMMER.  No  longer  breeds  but  winter  flocks  on  the  ranges  and 
lagoons  may  exceed  100  birds. 

REED  BUNTING.  Breeding  numbers  have  increased  with  at  least  150  pairs  but 
numbers  do  fluctuate  particularly  after  severe  winters.  It  is  found  in  similar 
habitat  to  the  Reed  Warbler  and  there  has  been  a  slight  shift  from  the  eastern 
ranges  to  the  western  marsh  as  the  former  has  dried  out.  Becomes  even  more 
widespread  outside  the  breeding  season  with  up  to  200  wintering  in  the  sea  aster 
on  the  lagoons. 

CORN  BUNTING.  A  small  breeding  population  has  become  established  on  the 
eastern  ranges  and  on  the  tip  in  the  last  15  years  with  about  five  singing  males 
present.  Late  winter  flocks  on  farm  fodder  on  the  ranges  often  exceed  100  birds 
but  hard  weather  concentrations  are  larger,  600+  on  Jan  17th  1987  being  the  most 
recorded. 
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FUTURE  DEVELOPMENTS 

At  the  time  of  writing  the  long  term  future  of  Rainham  Marsh  is  still  undecided. 
The  MCA/BUD  theme  park  development  is  still  awaiting  a  decision  between  a 
site  outside  Paris  and  the  Rainham  site.  The  only  glimmer  of  hope  is  that  about 
400  acres  would  be  set  aside  as  a  nature  reserve  and  that  part  of  the  package 
would  involve  investment  in  Thames  grazing  marsh  projects  elsewhere.  A 
decision  on  the  outcome  of  the  public  enquiry  into  the  A13  Rainham  bypass 
across  the  northern  section  of  the  marsh  is  expected  in  August  1991.  While  a 
spirited  case  was  presented  by  the  NCC  and  RSPB  amongst  others,  it  is  widely 
expected  that  the  bypass  will  be  built  across  the  marsh.  This  will  presumably 
bring  with  it  associated  ribbon  development  and  open  up  the  area  to  unauthorised 
motorcyclists  and  falconers  to  a  much  greater  extent. 

However,  all  is  not  despair.  The  MOD  are  actively  trying  to  enhance  the 
firing  area  to  benefit  wildlife  and,  with  the  NCC,  have  undertaken  long-term 
management  of  the  dyke  and  ditch  system.  They  have  also  been  very  active  in 
curtailing  unauthorised  activities  -  falconry  groups  in  particular  -  and  have 
worked  closely  with  conservation  bodies  through  their  Conservation 
Committee.  Perhaps  there  will  be  a  fourth  chapter  in  the  life  of  Rainham  Marsh 
after  all? 
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Appendix  I.  Number  of  Breeding  Pairs  Recorded  at  Rainham  Marsh  During 
Common  Bird  Censuses  in  1986  and  1990. 

Species  1986  .  1990 

Little  Grebe  -  2 

Grey  Heron  -  1 

Shelduck  4  7 

Teal  2  2 

Mallard  16  19 

Shoveler  1  2 

Tufted  Duck  1  3 

Marsh  Harrier  -  p 

Kestrel  6  6 

Red-legged  Partridge  2  1 

Grey  Partridge  6  1 1 

Pheasant  8  1 6 

Moorhen  1 1  24 

Coot  -  2 

Oystercatcher  -  1 

Ringed  Plover  5  4 

Little  Ringed  Plover  2  3 

Lapwing  16  14 

Snipe  -  1 

Redshank  12  14 

Feral  Pigeon  p  p 

Stock  Dove  5  4 

Woodpigeon  5  12 

Collared  Dove  4  6 

Turtle  Dove  2  5 

Cuckoo  -  6 

Kingfisher  ^  -  1 

Bam  Owl  -  p 

Little  Owl  1  1 

Long-eared  Owl  -  1 

Short-eared  Owl  1  p 

Skylark  116  103 

Swallow  5  8 

House  Martin  -  2 

Meadow  Pipit  95  109 

Yellow  Wagtail  20  15 

Grey  Wagtail  -  1 

Pied  Wastail  6  8 

Wren  ^  13  26 

Dunnock  5  17 

Robin  6  9 

Black  Redstart  -  3 

Whinchat  2  1 

Stonechat  9  25 

Blackbird  20  21 

Song  Thrush  7  7 

Mistle  Thrush  1  1 

Sedge  Warbler  29  74 

Reed  Warbler  212  216 

Lesser  Whitethroat  1  2 

Whitethroat  15  57 

Garden  Warbler  1  1 

Blackcap  2  2 
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Willow  Warbler 

1 

2 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

1 

— 

Blue  Tit 

5 

11 

Great  Tit 

2 

5 

Magpie 

5 

10 

Jackdaw 

— 

2 

Carrion  Crow 

5 

5 

Starling 

10 

10 

House  Sparrow 

20 

20 

Chaffinch 

1 

2 

Greenfinch 

6 

5 

Goldfinch 

7 

35 

Linnet 

22 

31 

Yellowhammer 

1 

— 

Reed  Bunting 

154 

148 

Com  Bunting 

p  =  possibly  breeding 

8 

5 

Appendix  II.  Passage  of  Waders  Recorded  at  Rainham  Marsh  During 
Autumn  1990. 
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Grey  Plover 

1 

20 

3 

- 

Lapwing 

15 

1 

61 
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50 

54 

Sanderling 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

,  - 

1 

- 

- 

Little  Stint 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

7 

2 

- 

Curlew  Sandpiper 

1 

- 

1 

5 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Dunlin 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

10 

12 

4 

30 

10 

30 

40 

5 

25 

3 

5 

Ruff 

5 

- 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Jack  Snipe 

1 

Snipe 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

4 

2 

2 

15 

20 

25 

11 

3 

Black-tailed 

10 

1 

Godwit 

Whimbrel 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Curlew 

- 

2 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Redshank 

20 

10 

5 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

5 

Greenshank 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

6 

5 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Green  Sandpiper 

4 

15 

30 

22 

30 

16 

20 

32 

25 

25 

20 

16 

14 

12 

10 

4 

Wood  Sandpiper 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

2 

3 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Common  Sandpiper  2 

2 

3 

10 

18 

23 

7 

22 

8 

10 

10 

5 

7 

- 

2 

- 

Turnstone 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Appendix  III.  Passage  of  Waders  Recorded  at  Rainham  Marsh  During 
Spring  1990. 


Date: 

Oystercatcher 
Little  R.  Plover 
Ringed  Plover 
Grey  Plover 
Lapwing 
Knot 

Sanderling 
Little  Stint 
Dunlin 
Ruff 


1314  20/4  23/4 

2  7  P 

2  2  P 

2  2  P 

1 

P  P  P 


1  1  1 


Snipe 

Bar-tailed  Godwit  -  -  - 

Curlew  -  1  - 

Whimbrel  - 

Redshank  P  P  P 

Greenshank  -  -  - 

Green  Sandpiper  -  2 

Wood  Sandpiper  - 

Common  Sandpiper 
Turnstone 

P  =  present  but  not  counted. 


27/4  1/5  4/5  11/5  18/5  25/5 
2  1  3  P  2  1 

4  P  P  P  P  6 

P  P  P  P  30  10 

-  -  -  -  1 
P  P  P  P  P  P 


-  -  -  5  2 

1- 4  -  15  3 

6  4  -  12 

1  -  1 

2- 16  -  2  7 


27/5  30/5  1/6  3  6  8/6  10/6 

2  2  1  2  P  P 

3  3  5  4  6  P 

20  10  50  80  20  13 

2  -  -  -  1  - 

P  P  P  P  P  P 


1  4  -  -  - 

-34- 
10  1  3  20  5  3 

3  12  2  —  — 

-  -  2  1  -  - 


1  2  16 

P  P  P  P  30 

1  -  1 

2  -  - 


3 


P 


2 


P  30  P  P  P 

6  4  2 

3  3  -  - 

1  -  1 

2-241- 


Appendix  IV.  Species  Recorded  at  Rainham  Marsh  Prior  To  1980  But  Not 
Since. 

Details  of  records  of  the  following  species  were  given  in  Noble,  1970  or  Dennis. 
1982. 

BLACK-NECKED  GREBE. 

BEWICK'S  SWAN. 

PINK-FOOTED  GOOSE. 

LONG-TAILED  DUCK. 

LESSER  KESTREL. 

BUZZARD. 

QUAIL. 

STONE-CURLEW. 

PURPLE  SANDPIPER. 

WESTERN  SANDPIPER. 

BAIRD'S  SANDPIPER. 

SOLITARY  SANDPIPER. 

MARSH  SANDPIPER. 

RED-NECKED  PHALAROPE. 

DARTFORD  WARBLER. 
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Appendix  V.  Species  Recorded  at  Rainham  Marsh  Assumed  or  Known  to  be 
Escapes. 

FLAMINGO  sp 
BLACK  SWAN 
MUSCOVY  DUCK 
AUSTRALIAN  SHELDUCK 
GOSHAWK 

SPUR-WINGED  PLOVER 

COCKATIEL 

BUDGERIGAR 
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Status  of  the  Mute  Swan 
in  Greater  London  and 
Middlesex,  1990 

Helen  Baker 

INTRODUCTION 


In  1990  a  national  survey  of  the  Mute  Swan  Cygnus  olor  was  organised  jointly 
by  the  Wildfowl  and  Wetlands  Trust,  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology  and  the 
Scottish  Ornithologists’  Club.  The  aims  of  the  survey  were  to  assess  the  size  of 
the  national  summer  population,  to  measure  changes  since  the  previous  surveys 
in  1983  and  1978,  and  to  set  the  baselines  for  future  monitoring  of  the  species. 
The  census  unit  was  each  10  km  square  of  the  Ordnance  Survey  national  grid. 

The  following  paper  summarises  data  received  for  10  km  squares  lying 
wholly  or  largely  in  Greater  London  and  the  old  county  of  Middlesex  for  which 
the  writer  was  the  local  organiser  (i.e.  the  study  area  excludes  the  outer  part  of 
the  London  Area  as  covered  by  the  LNHS). 

In  reviewing  the  previous  survey  in  1983,  Ogilvie  (1986)  concluded  that 
breeding  numbers  in  Britain  had  increased  by  about  7%  between  1978  and  1983, 
but  were  8%  below^the  1955-56  totals.  Regional  variations  were  coniderable  and 
there  had  been  continued  declines  in  some  areas,  offset  by  sizeable  increases  in 
other  areas.  In  Greater  London  109  Mute  Swans  were  recorded  in  1978  and  37 
were  attributed  to  the  area  in  1983  when  coverage  was  incomplete.  However  this 
latter  figure  is  an  under-estimate  based  on  incomplete  returns.  The  true  1983 
total,  estimated  from  the  complete  data  set,  was  approximately  185  Mute  Swans 
in  the  areas  which  were  surveyed.  Oliver  (1982)  documented  the  decline  in  the 
London  Area  from  1956/57  to  1981/82  using  data  from  the  wildfowl  counts  and 
breeding  records  submitted  to  the  LBR. 

Research  in  the  late  1970s  and  1980s  showed  that  one  reason  for  the  decline 
in  Mute  Swan  numbers  was  death  from  lead  poisoning  caused  by  the  ingestion  of 
anglers’  discarded  lead  shot  (Goode  1981,  Birkenhead  1982,  Birkenhead  1983 
and  Birkenhead  and  Perrins  1985).  A  ban  on  the  use  of  these  was  introduced  in 
early  1987  and  anecdotal  evidence  suggests  that  since  then  numbers  of  Mute 
Swans  have  been  increasing  rapidly. 


METHOD 

The  national  Mute  Swan  Survey  forms  were  the  same  as  those  used  in  1978  and 
1983.  They  are  described  in  the  papers  by  Ogilvie  (1981  and  1986).  In  Greater 
London  and  Middlesex  they  were  completed  by  the  10  km  square  organisers  and 
a  supplementary  visit  sheet  was  provided  for  recording  data  in  the  field. 

All  suitable  habitat  was  to  be  visited  in  April  to  look  for  non-breeding  birds  and 
flocks,  and  in  April  or  May  for  breeding  pairs.  When  Mute  swans  were  found  the 
precise  location  and  habitat  were  recorded.  Non-breeding  birds  were  merely 
counted  and  breeding  pairs  were  categorised  in  one  of  three  ways:  with  territory 
but  no  nest,  with  nest  or  with  cygnets.  There  was  a  fourth  category  for  pairs  known 
to  have  attempted  nesting  but  failed.  If  repeat  visits  were  made  this  information 
could  be  updated  and  if  it  was  not  possible  to  visit  the  whole  of  a  10  km  square,  an 
estimate  of  the  number  of  birds  which  had  been  missed  was  to  be  made. 
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RESULTS 

The  provisional  results  of  the  national  survey  suggest  that  the  number  of  Mute 
Swans  has  increased  considerably  since  1983.  The  results  for  Greater  London 
and  Middlesex  are  shown  on  a  10  km  square  basis  in  Figure  1.  A  total  of  79 
breeding  pairs  was  found  and  another  six  pairs  were  estimated  to  be  present.  In 
addition,  275  non-breeding  birds  were  recorded,  giving  a  total  of  445  birds 
present  in  the  breeding  season. 


Coverage  was  generally  very  good,  the  only  problem  being  TQ17  where  data  had 
to  be  collected  retrospectively  from  observers  involved  with  the  breeding  atlas 
survey  and  from  other  local  birdwatchers.  Only  one  estimate,  for  a  small  part  of 
TQ07,  was  necessary. 

Table  1  summarises  the  types  of  water  on  or  beside  which  the  Mute  Swans 
were  found.  (The  six  estimated  pairs  are  of  course  excluded.) 


Table  1.  The  Number  of  Breeding  Pairs  and  Non-breeding  Birds  at  Different 
Types  of  Water. 


Pond/Lake  Reservoir  Gravel  Pit  River/Stream 

Number  %  Number  %  Number  %  Number  % 


79 

Breeding 

Pairs 

29 

37 

6 

7 

22 

28 

19 

24 

275 

Non-breeding 

Birds 

70 

26 

56 

20 

22 

8 

123 

45 

Canal 
Number  % 

3  4 


4 


1 
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DISCUSSION 

The  results  of  the  1990  survey  showing  445  Mute  Swans  in  Greater  London  and 
Middlesex  are  encouraging  as  they  indicate  that  the  increase  in  numbers  which 
had  apparently  started  between  the  1978  and  1983  surveys  has  continued. 
Because  the  1983  survey  was  incomplete,  it  is  not  possible  to  make  a  full 
comparison  of  the  data,  but  Table  2  shows  the  number  of  pairs  breeding  in  10 
Km  squares  visited  in  both  years.  The  suggested  increase  from  28  to  67  pairs 
should  be  treated  with  caution  as  it  is  not  clear  whether  the  whole  of  TQ07  was 
visited  in  1983  or  coverage  was  confined  to  the  River  Thames.  If  TQ07  is 
discounted  the  number  of  pairs  has  risen  from  27  to  45  an  increase  of  67%. 


Table  2.  Comparison  between  the  number  of  breeding  pairs  in  twelve  10  Km 
squares  in  1983  and  1990. 


10  KM 
Square 


Number  of  Pairs  Found 
1983  1990 


TQ08 

TQ07 

TQ17 

TQ29 

TQ27 

TQ26 

TQ39 

TQ37 

TQ36 

TQ48 

TQ47 

TQ58 


7 

1 

3 

0 

3 
2 
0 
0 
1 
7 
0 

4 


9 

22 

7 

0 

5 

1 

2 

1 

2 

11 

2 

5 


Total 


28 


67 


Ponds  or  lakes  were  the  most  frequently  used  breeding  sites,  chosen  by  37  of 
pairs,  followed  by  gravel  pits  (28%)  and  rivers  or  streams  (24%).  Ten  of  the 
territories  in  this  last  category  were  adjacent  to  the  River  Thames. 

Non-breeding  birds  showed  a  preference  for  rivers  or  streams  where  45% 
were  found.  However,  almost  all  of  these  birds  were  on  the  River  Thames  and 
most  (104)  were  in  the  Staines  area.  A  swan  sanctuary  at  Pooley  Green.  Egham 
took  in  sick  or  inured  birds  from  a  wide  area  and.  if  or  when  it  was  possible  to 
return  them  to  the  wild,  released  them  onto  this  stretch  of  the  riser  (D  Warner  in 
litt).  This  has  no  doubt  helped  to  build  up  the  population  in  general  and  on  the 
River  Thames  in  particular.  The  only  other  sizeable  flocks  came  from  TQ38 
where  38  on  Eagle  Pond  and  36  at  Walthamstow  Reservoirs  were  reported. 


CONCLUSION 

Mute  Swan  numbers  in  Greater  London  and  Middlesex  seem  to  be  recovering 
well  since  their  low  ebb  in  the  late  1970s.  However,  further  monitoring  is 
necessary  and  it  is  important  that  the  Greater  London  and  Middlesex  10  km 
squares  should  be  fully  covered  in  future  national  Mute  Swan  surveys  to  detect 
any  changes  in  status. 
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The  Birds  of  Thamesmead 

Nigel  Wheatley 

INTRODUCTION,  THE  SITE  AND  ITS  HISTORY 

Thamesmead  lies  between  Woolwich  and  Belvedere  on  the  south  side  of  the  River 
Thames,  opposite  Barking  and  Dagenham,  nine  miles  to  the  east  of  St.  Paul’s.  Its 
1,760  acres  (713  ha)  stretch  to  a  maximum  of  3.3  miles  (5.4  km)  from  west  to  east 
and  1.6  miles  (2.5  km)  from  north  to  south.  The  area  is  bordered  to  the  west  and 
north  by  the  River  Thames,  to  the  east  by  industrialised  Belvedere  and  to  the  south 
by  Abbey  Wood  Housing  Estate  and  Lesnes  Abbey  Woods/(see  map  overleaf). 

Most  of  Thamesmead  was  originally  saltmarsh  and  the  area  retained  much  of 
its  wetland  character  up  until  the  mid-nineteenth  century,  albeit  as  seasonally 
flooded  pasture  and  arable  land.  The  monks  of  Lesnes  Abbey,  founded  in  1 178. 
were  the  first  to  effectively  drain  the  marshes  of  Thamesmead.  but  the  primitive 
sea-walls  they  constructed  were  no  match  for  the  tidal  Thames  and  were 
constantly  breached.  The  mounting  costs  of  continuously  having  to  enclose  and 
drain  the  land' eventually  led  to  bankruptcy  and  closure  of  the  Abbey.  Subsequent 
landowners  met  with  more  success  and  made  cultivation  of  the  fertile  land 
profitable  although  the  sea-wall  continued  to  be  breached:  as  recently  as  1968 
flood  waters  reached  a  depth  of  over  two  yards  on  the  marshes.  The  enclosed 
land  was  better  suited  to  grazing  and  the  habitat  created,  which  covered  much  of 
Thamesmead  up  until  the  1800s,  became  known  as  Thames  Grazing  Marsh. 

The  first  major  development  to  eat  up  the  wetland  was  that  of  the  Woolwich 
Arsenal.  The  Arsenal  was  extended  eastwards  across  the  western  half  of 
Thamesmead  (known  then  as  Plumstead  Marshes)  during  the  early  1800s. 
Ironically  there  is  a  fairly  good  record  of  the  birds  present  during  this  period, 
thanks  to  Richard  Ruess  who  was  a  munitions  inspector  at  the  Arsenal.  He  was 

cc  r 

often  out  on  the  marshes  with  his  sun  and  summarised  his  visits  in  a  small  book 
entitled  Summer  Evening  Rambles  Round  Woolwich,  published  in  1847. 

Ruegg  described  Bewick’s  and  Whooper  Swans.  Bean  Goose  and  Wigeon  as 
regular  winter  visitors.  Red  Kite  as  common,  there  were  a  pair  of  resident 
Ravens,  Little  Bitterns  were  shot  occasionally  and  he  summed  up  the  status  of 
Wryneck  as  “tolerably  abundant”!  For  a  full  list  of  birds  recorded  by  Ruegg  and 
others  before  1900.  but  not  since,  see  Figure  1. 

Figure  1.  Birds  recorded  in  Thamesmead  by  Ruegg  and  others  before  1900. 
but  not  since. 

GREAT  NORTHERN  DIVER.  Ruess:  “the  common  diver  visits  chieflv  in 
autumn  and  winter.” 

LITTLE  BITTERN.  Ruegg:  “occasionally  shot  and  serves  to  grace  the  cabinets 
of  our  collectors.” 

WHITE  STORK.  Ruegg  suggested  it  was  present  in  1700s. 

SPOONBILL.  Recorded  until  1600  at  least. 


WHOOPER  SWAN.  Ruegg:  “Regular”. 


BIRDS  OF  THAMESMEAD 


165 


166 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  55  FOR  1990 


BEAN  GOOSE.  Ruegg:  “Regular’. 

MONTAGU’S  HARRIER.  Regularly  recorded  until  early  1800s. 

MERLIN.  Ruegg:  “sometimes  seen”. 

CORNCRAKE.  Ruegg:  “we  are  seldom  without  a  few”. 

COMMON  CRANE.  Ruegg:  “this  swampy  territory  must  have  been,  some  half- 
century  since,  the  chosen  abode  of  the  Crane”. 

GOLDEN  PLOVER.  Present  in  Ruegg’s  day. 

COLLARED  PRATINCOLE.  Ruegg:  “A  friend  of  mine  once  saw  a  pair  flying 
over  the  marshes”. 

GREAT  SNIPE.  Ruegg:  “rare”. 

GREY  PHALAROPE.  Ruegg:  “Intermixed  with  the  Purres  (Dunlin),  during 
severe  weather,  we  frequently  obtain  specimens”. 

GUILLEMOT.  Ruegg:  “Occasional”. 

RAZORBILL.  Ruegg:  “Occasional”. 

PUFFIN.  Ruegg:  “Occasional”. 

WRYNECK.  Ruegg:  “Tolerably  abundant”. 

SAVI’S  WARBLER.  Ruegg:  “Bred  at  Erith  in  1853”. 

RED-BACKED  SHRIKE.  Ruegg:  “.  .  .  once  or  twice”. 

RAVEN.  Ruegg:  “seldom  without  a  pair”. 

CROSSBILL.  Ruegg:  “Occasional”. 

By  1900  Bittern  and  Bearded  Tit  were  extinct  as  breeding  species  due  to  the 
continued  expansion  of  the  Arsenal  and  the  construction  of  Crossness  Sewage 
Works  on  the  eastern  half  of  Thamesmead  which  began  in  1860.  In  1890  there 
were  just  800  acres  (320  ha)  of  grazing  marsh  left.  Much  of  the  remaining 
Plumstead  Marshes  was  lost  to  the  Abbey  Wood  Housing  Estate  in  the  early 
1900s.  After  World  War  II  the  Arsenal,  an  all  too  easy  target  for  the  enemy,  was 
abandoned  and  eventually  sold  to  the  Greater  London  Council  who  began  work 
on  constructing  a  new  town,  to  be  known  as  Thamesmead.  in  1967. 

Between  1945  and  the  late  1960s  JF  Burton  spent  a  lot  of  time  in 
Thamesmead.  Even  then  he  met  with  dense  reed-beds,  reedy  dykes,  pools  and 
swamps,  and  found  large  numbers  of  breeding  Lapwing.  Snipe  and  Redshank. 
There  was  also  a  huge  reed-bed  which  supported  up  to  150  pairs  of  Reed 
Warblers.  This  was  lost  when  the  GLC  replaced  it  with  a  sterile  boating  lake, 
known  today  as  Southmere,  in  the  early  1970s. 
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At  about  this  time  John  Willis  began  recording  the  birds  of  the  area  and  along 
with  Peter  Grant  and  others  left  us  with  a  good  picture  of  Thamesmead  birdlife 
after  1968.  The  most  exciting  development  in  Thamesmead  at  the  time  was  the 
return  of  wildfowl  and  waders  to  the  adjacent  River  Thames,  as  a  result  of  a 
massive  pollution  clean-up  campaign.  Most  of  the  birds  were  discovered  in 
Woolwich  Bay  and  full  details  of  this  remarkable  return  can  be  found  in  Peter 
Grant’s  book  The  Thames  Transformed.  Suffice  to  say  here  that  from  the  winter 
of  1968/69  the  numbers  built  up  to  mid- winter  peaks  of  4,000  Pochard,  2,000 
Dunlin,  1,720  Teal,  1,600  Shelduck,  800  Tufted  Duck  and  485  Pintail  during  the 
early  1970s  (see  Figure  2).  Before  the  clean-up  flocks  of  20  or  more  birds  above 
Erith  had  been  a  very  rare  sight. 

However  this  winter  spectacle  did  not  last  for  long.  In  1973  work  began  on 
constructing  a  new  river  wall  which  eventually  enclosed  Woolwich  Bay  so  that  it 
could  be  in-filled  and  used  as  extra  land  for  housing.  Peter  Grant  rightly 
described  this  tragic  event  as  the  Toss  of  the  single  most  important  site  for 
wildfowl  on  the  Inner  Thames’  and  what’s  more  the  loss  is  compounded  by  the 
fact  that  15  years  on  that  land  still  remains  undeveloped! 

During  the  construction  of  the  new  town  on  the  grazing  marshes  and  reedbeds 
a  number  of  breeding  birds  have  been  lost  or  severely  depleted.  Snipe,  Shoveler, 
Teal,  Grey  Partridge,  Bam  Owl,  Little  Owl  and  Yellowhammer  are  now  extinct 
as  breeding  birds  in  Thamesmead  and  the  numbers  of  Little  Grebe,  Lapwing, 
Redshank,  Meadow  Pipit,  Yellow  Wagtail  and  Reed  Warbler  are  nothing  like 
they  were  20  years  ago. 

THE  CURRENT  SITUATION 

However,  it  is  not  all  doom  and  gloom.  A  number  of  wildfowl  and  waders  now 
winter  on  the  mudflats  of  Gallions  Reach,  Crossness  and  Halfway  Reach  Bay 
and  on  the  new  lakes  and  grazed  fields  at  Erith  Marshes.  In  the  winter  of  1990/91 
the  peak  mid-winter  counts  there  were  215  Shelduck,  39  Gad  wall,  610  Teal,  6 
Pintail,  57  Shoveler,  1,127  Dunlin,  150  Redshank  and  7  Ruff.  So  whilst  there 
have  been  many  losses  there  have  been  some  gains,  notably  Gadwall  and  Ruff. 
An  afternoon’s  birding  at  Erith  Marshes  in  the  winter  can  be  spectacular, 
especially  when  the  tide  is  rising  and  the  waders  flight  across  the  marsh  to  roost 
on  the  banks  of  Great  Breach  Creek.  Seeing  50  species  in  a  few  hours  here  is 
normal. 

Today,  the  237  acres  (96  ha)  of  grazing  marsh  at  Erith  Marshes  is  all  that 
remains  of  the  original  1,760  acres  (713  ha).  This  habitat  supports  breeding 
Yellow  Wagtail  and  Stonechat.  Elsewhere  in  Thamesmead  there  are  a  number  of 
new  lakes,  first  colonised  by  Great  Crested  Grebes  in  1974,  a  sprinkling  of  reed- 
fringed  pools  and  ditches  where  Kingfishers  still  breed,  large  expanses  of  desert¬ 
like  sandy  land  ready  for  development  where  Little  Ringed  Plovers  breed,  and 
some  birchwoods  and  scrub  where  Turtle  Dove  and  Cuckoo  spend  the  summer. 
Together  with  Erith  Marshes,  Halfway  Reach  Bay  and  the  mudflats  at  Crossness, 
Thamesmead  supports  one  of  the  richest  avifaunas  in  London.  This  was  nicely 
illustrated  on  May  4th  1990  when  I  personally  notched  up  a  local-patch  day-list 
of  76  species. 

Thamesmead  has  also  attracted  some  stunning  rarities.  After  the  October 
1987  storm  there  were  no  less  than  13  adult  Sabine’s  Gulls  on  the  Thames 
adacent  to  Thamesmead.  These  vagrants  must  have  also  graced  the  lakes,  along 
with  who  knows  what  else,  but  Thamesmead  was  not  watched  regularly  at  the 
time.  The  River  Thames  is  an  important  flyway  for  birds  in  spring  and  autumn 
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and  in  favourable  winds,  especially  south-easterlies,  a  prolonged  ‘riverwatch’ 
often  produces  unusual  seabirds,  particularly  terns  and  waders.  In  recent  years 
unusual  birds  have  included  Osprey,  Red  Kite,  Peregrine,  Arctic  Skua,  Common 
Scoter,  Red-breasted  Merganser,  Mediterranean  Gull,  Water  Pipit,  Bearded  Tit. 
Ring  Ouzel  and  Lapland  and  Snow  Buntings.  Wood  Sandpiper  and  Dartford 
Warbler  both  wintered  in  1989-90. 

With  such  a  large  population  of  wintering  wildfowl  and  waders,  a  good 
selection  of  summer  visitors,  the  River  Thames  acting  as  a  flyway  and  migrants 
appearing  regularly,  Thamesmead  remains  one  of  the  most  interesting  and 
important  areas  for  birds  in  London. 

Figure  2.  Peak  Winter  Counts  of  Wildfowl  and  Waders  in  Thamesmead 
1987-88  and  1990-91  Compared  with  Peak  Counts  in  Woolwich  Bav  1971-72 
and  1972-73. 


Peak  Count  in  Peak  Counts  in  Thamesmead 

Woolwich  Bay 


1987- 

1988- 

1989- 

1990- 

1988 

1989 

1990 

1991 

CORMORANT 

— 

80 

80 

103 

110 

SHELDUCK 

731 

261 

265 

156 

215 

GADWALL 

- 

- 

12 

34 

39 

TEAL 

1720 

510 

350 

540 

610 

MALLARD 

900 

- 

255 

229 

356 

PINTAIL 

485 

12 

13 

18 

6 

SHOVELER 

- 

- 

29 

95 

57 

POCHARD 

4000 

- 

79 

54 

55 

TUFTED  DUCK 

450 

303 

310 

429 

419 

COOT 

- 

252 

215 

235 

325 

RINGED  PLOVER 

- 

- 

19 

1 

17 

LAPWING 

- 

- 

250 

300 

397 

DUNLIN 

2000 

300 

344 

482 

1127 

RUFF 

- 

1 

6 

12 

7 

SNIPE 

- 

- 

93 

58 

65 

REDSHANK 

33 

300 

120 

110 

150 

Systematic  list  of  birds  recorded  at  Thamemead  including  Crossness  Sewage 
Works,  Belvedere  Power  Station  and  the  adjacent  River  Thames,  from 
January  1968  to  March  1991. 

RED-THROATED  DIVER.  One  on  the  river  at  Barking  Reach  on  Mar  1st 
1986. 

LITTLE  GREBE.  Breeding  resident  and  w  inter  visitor.  The  number  of  breeding 
pairs  has  fluctuated  over  the  years,  peaking  at  five  in  1976.  Four  pairs  bred  in 
1989  and  three  in  1990.  Peak  count:  22  at  Birchmere  Lake  on  Oct  1st  1990.  Up 
to  seven  were  present  in  the  winters  of  1988/89,  1989/90  and  1990/91. 

GREAT  CRESTED  GREBE.  Breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor.  First 
appeared  in  1974  when  the  new  lake  was  constructed,  breeding  in  subsequent 


BIRDS  OF  THAMESMEAD 


169 


years.  Two  pairs  bred  in  1989  and  one  in  1990.  Cold  weather  in  winter  can  cause 
large  numbers  to  appear  on  the  river  as  in  1976  when  42  were  counted  on  Mar 
2nd  at  Gallions  Reach. 

SLAVONIAN  GREBE.  Two  records  both  of  singles  at  Butts  Canal  on  Feb  27th 
1979  and  Halfway  Reach  Bay  on  Jan  15th  1985. 

BLACK-NECKED  GREBE.  One  record,  a  single  bird  on  Southmere  Lake  from 
Feb  4th  to  Mar  5th  1972. 

FULMAR.  One  record.  A  sick  bird  picked  up  at  Erith  Marshes  on  Feb  25th  1968 
later  died. 

LEACH’S  PETREL.  One  record  of  a  single  bird  at  Barking  Reach  on  Oct  21st 
1989. 

GANNET.  Two  records.  A  first-summer  bird  flew  upriver  on  May  30th  1973 
and  an  adult  flew  upriver  on  Sept  14th  1983. 

CORMORANT.  Non-breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor.  This  species  has 
increased  dramatically  since  the  early  1970s  when  counts  rarely  exceeded  ten. 
Recent  winter  counts  have  peaked  at  103  in  1989/90  and  110  in  1990/91.  The 
highest  summer  count  was  25  in  1990. 

SHAG.  One  or  two  records.  An  adult  on  Barking  Reach  on  Jan  10th  1991  was 
seen  later  the  same  day  on  the  small  lake  inside  Crossness  Sewage  Works.  It  or 
another  adult  was  at  Halfway  Reach  Bay  on  Feb  1 1th  1991. 

BITTERN.  One  record  of  a  bird  at  Erith  Marshes  on  Mar  8th  1976. 

GREY  HERON.  Non-breeding  resident  with  largest  numbers  present  in  autumn 
and  winter.  Peak  count:  25  at  Erith  Marshes  on  Aug  30th  1989. 

MUTE  SWAN.  Breeding  resident.  Two  to  four  pairs  bred  in  1974,  1988,  1989 
and  1990.  Formerly  more  numerous  on  the  river  with  a  peak  count  of  377  birds 
in  January  1973.  Recent  winter  counts  have  not  exceeded  20.  A  non-breeding 
flock  reached  a  peak  of  262  in  June  1973  but  numbers  in  late  summer  since  then 
have  been  much  lower  with  recent  counts  of  c50  on  Aug  6th  1982,  31  on  July  3rd 
1985  and  34  during  July  1989. 

BEWICK’S  SWAN.  One  record  of  a  single  bird  at  Erith  Marshes  on  Nov  6th 
1985. 

GREY  GOOSE  sp.  Three  winter  records  all  of  over-flying  flocks.  10-15  flew 
north-west  over  Erith  Marshes  on  Jan  5th  1969,  ten  flew  west  on  Dec  28th  1969 
and  35  flew  west  on  Dec  10th  1978. 

GREYLAG  GOOSE.  Breeding  resident.  Up  to  eight  feral  birds  on  Southmere 
Lake. 

CANADA  GOOSE.  Breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor.  Two  pairs  bred  in 
1989.  Up  to  50  in  winter  on  the  lakes  and  grazing  marsh. 

BRENT  GOOSE.  Scarce  winter  visitor.  1 1  on  Feb  22nd  1972;  nine  flew  west  on 
Dec  14th  1974;  13  flew  west  upriver  on  Feb  2nd  1975;  70-80  geese  flying  west 
on  Nov  4th  1982  were  probably  this  species;  one  on  Feb  29th  1984  and  one  at 
Barking  Reach  on  Mar  1 1th  1989. 

SHELDUCK.  Breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor.  Rare  before  1950  but  well 
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established  as  a  winter  visitor  by  the  mid-1960s.  Peak  winter  counts  on  Barking 
Reach  since  the  highest  ever  of  1,600  in  Woolwich  Bay  in  1969-70:  110  in 

1977/78;  400  in  1981/82;  254  in  1983/84;  265  in  1988/89;  156  in  1989/90  and 
215  in  1990/91.  One  to  two  pairs  have  bred  or  been  present  in  the  breeding 
season  since  1974. 

MANDARIN.  Two  records.  A  drake  at  Barking  Reach  on  Nov  26th  1973  and 
another  first  seen  on  Southmere  on  Dec  16th  1983  staying  into  early  1984. 

WIGEON.  Occasional  autumn  and  winter  visitor.  Peak  counts:  up  to  26  in 
January  1970,  17  on  Jan  26th  1980  and  ten  in  winter  1984/85.  Recent  records  of 
up  to  seven  birds  have  been  in  September  to  December  1989  and  November 
1990  to  February  1991. 

GADWALL.  Winter  visitor,  rare  before  the  late  1960s.  Up  to  34  birds, 
concentrated  mainly  around  Halfway  Reach  Bay,  have  wintered  since  1968/69. 
Recent  peak  winter  counts:  eight  in  1988/89,  29  in  1989/90  and  34  in  1990/91. 

TEAL.  Mainly  a  winter  visitor  with  odd  sightings  in  summer.  Rare  before  mid- 
1960s.  Peak  winter  counts  at  Halfway  Reach  Bay  since  the  highest  ever  of  1,720 
in  Woolwich  Bay  in  winter  1972/73:  70  in  1977/78;  144  in  1978/79;  350  in 
1988/89;  540  in  1989/90  and  465  in  1990/91  (plus  145  at  Gallions  Reach  making 
total  of  610  on  Jan  23rd  1991).  Formerly  bred  and  odd  birds  still  summer  with  a 
drake  at  Tripcock  on  May  7th  1989  and  a  duck  present  there  during  summer 
1990. 

MALLARD.  Breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor.  Highest  counts  since  the  900 
recorded  in  Woolwich  Bay  in  winter  1972/73  are  430  at  Crossness  on  Jan  10th 
1984,  600+  in  January  and  February  1985  and  326  at  Crossness  on  Aug  13th  1990. 

PINTAIL.  Winter  visitor.  Rare  before  late  1960s  and  has  declined  recently  since 
the  peak  counts  recorded  in  the  early  1970s.  Highest  counts  at  Halfway  Reach 
Bay  since  the  highest  ever  of  485  in  Woolwich  Bay  in  winter  1972/73:  29  on  Jan 
14th  1980;  ten  on  Feb  16th  1983;  100  in  early  1985  (a  cold  spell);  13  in  winter 
1988/89;  18  in  winter  1989/90  and  five  in  1990/91. 

GARGANEY.  Rare  spring  migrant.  A  pair  on  April  10th  1971;  a  drake  on  Apr 
16th  1972;  a  pair  from  Apr  17th  to  20th  1975  and  a  drake  on  May  10th  1989. 

SHOVELER.  Winter  visitor,  has  bred.  Has  increased  in  recent  years.  Peak 
winter  counts:  nine  in  1968/69;  21  on  Dec  1st  1976;  23  on  Jan  10th  1980  and  14 
in  January  1983.  Up  to  50  have  wintered  at  Halfway  Reach  Bay  and  on 
Thamesmere  West  Lake  since  1988/89  with  exceptional  counts  of  59  on 
Thamesmere  West  on  Nov  6th  1987  and  95  there  on  Nov  11th  1989.  Bred  at 
Erith  Marshes  in  1972  &  1973. 

POCHARD.  Winter  visitor,  has  bred.  Rare  until  late  1960s.  Peak  winter  counts 
on  lakes  since  highest  ever  of  4,000  in  Woolwich  Bay  in  winter  1971/72:  76  in 
1988/89;  54  in  1989/90  and  55  in  1990/91.  One  breeding  record:  a  duck  with 
young  at  Tripcock  in  1968. 

TUFTED  DUCK.  Resident,  with  one  breeding  record.  Unusual  until  late  1960s. 
Peak  winter  counts  on  lakes  and  river  since  highes  ever  of  800  in  Woolwich  Bay 
in  winter  1969/70:  341  on  Jan  15th  1979;  180  in  November  1983;  up  to  400  in 
January  1984;  375  in  1988/89;  429  in  1989/90  and  397  in  1990/91.  A  pair  bred  at 
Erith  Marshes  in  1974. 
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SCAUP.  Rare  winter  visitor,  formerly  more  regular.  Regular  in  small  numbers 
during  winters  of  early  1970s  when  huge  numbers  of  Pochards  and  Tufted  Ducks 
frequented  Woolwich  Bay:  two  on  Oct  3rd  1969,  one  on  Dec  27th  1969,  five  in 
February  1970,  two  on  Nov  21st  1970,  two  on  Dec  12th  1971,  up  to  eight  in 
early  and  late  1972,  one  on  Jan  6th  1973  and  one  on  Feb  28th  1973.  Since  the 
loss  of  Woolwich  Bay  in  the  mid-1970s  there  has  only  been  one  record,  a  single 
bird  at  Southmere  on  Dec  5th  1990. 

COMMON  SCOTER.  Five  autumn  and  winter  records.  Two  on  Nov  28th  1970, 
one  .on  Sept  26fh  1971,  a  drake  on  Feb  22nd  1978,  a  small  group  flew  west 
upriver  on  Nov  1st  1988  and  a  first-year/female  on  Gallions  Reach  from  Oct  26th 
to  28th  1990. 

GOLDENEYE.  Unusual  autumn  and  winter  visitor.  Five  at  Woolwich  Bay  in 
January  1970;  singles  in  1983,  1985,  1986,  on  Oct  31st  1988  and  Dec  9th  1989. 
In  late  1990  one  on  Thamesmere  West  stayed  from  Nov  4th  to  22nd  1990  (with 
two  there  on  Nov  6th).  One  at  Gallions  Reach,  Feb  3rd  and  9th  1991. 

SMEW.  Two  winter  records.  Woolwich  Bay,  singles  on  Mar  8th  and  Dec  6th 
1969. 

RED-BREASTED  MERGANSER.  Five  winter  records.  Two  on  Nov  28th 
1970  and  single  drakes  on  the  river  on  Mar  1st  1986,  Jan  27th  1990,  Feb  17th 
1990  and  Feb  17th  1991. 

GOOSANDER.  Four  records  of  30  birds.  Woolwich  Bay,  one  on  Jan  4th  1969; 
three  on  Jan  12th  1969;  25  flew  west  upriver  on  Jan  18th  1985  and  one  drake 
flew  upriver  on  Dec  8th  1988. 

RED  KITE.  One  record  of  a  bird  flying  east  on  Apr  26th  1988. 

SPARROWHAWK.  Regular  visitor  throughout  the  year  in  recent  times.  An 
unusual  visitor  until  the  mid  1980s. 

OSPREY.  One  record.  One  flew  east  along  the  river  on  July  1 1th  1990  . 

KESTREL.  Resident,  breeding.  Three  pairs  in  1989  and  1990. 

HOBBY.  Four  records,  all  in  autumn.  Singles  on  Sept  8th  1986,  Oct  17th  1988, 
July  5th  1989  and  Sept  10th  1990. 

PEREGRINE.  One  record  of  a  male  pursuing  Dunlin  at  Erith  Marshes  on  Mar 
8  th  1990. 

RED-LEGGED  PARTRIDGE.  Nowadays  a  rare  visitor.  Bred  1968-72  but  has 
not  done  so  since. 

GREY  PARTRIDGE.  Resident,  possibly  breeding  in  Crossness  Sewage  Works. 
Widespread  breeder  in  the  1950s  when  winter  coveys  numbered  30+ ,  and  from 
1968  to  1985  when  peak  count  was  20+  on  Feb  10th  1985.  Recent  peak  counts: 
six  during  winters  1988/89  and  1990/91. 

QUAIL.  One  record  of  a  calling  bird  on  May  30th  1969. 

PHEASANT.  Resident,  breeding  (1-2  pairs). 

WATER  RAIL.  Occasional  winter  visitor.  At  least  two  were  present  in  winters 
1969/70,  1971/72,  1972/73  and  1973/74.  Recently  two  birds  were  present  around 
Thamesmere  West  in  early  1990. 
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MOORHEN.  Breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor.  At  least  15  pairs  in  1989. 
Peak  count  of  80  in  December  1988. 

COOT.  Breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor.  20+  pairs  bred  in  1989.  Peak  count 
of  325  in  January  1991. 

OYSTERCATCHER.  Summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant,  occasionally 
breeding.  After  sightings  in  summers  of  1973,  1974,  1975,  1978  and  1983,  a  pair 
laid  eggs  at  Crossness  in  1984  but  no  young  were  seen.  Pairs  have  shown 
breeding  behaviour  in  subsequent  years  including  1990  when  a  pair  was  seen 
copulating.  Thames  Water  workers  have  reported  breeding  on  a  barge  in  the  river 
at  Crossness  but  no  young  have  been  seen.  Peak  counts:  two  flocks  totalling  22 
birds  flew  west  upriver  on  Dec  21st  1969;  eight  on  Aug  13th  1984  and  Aug  6th 
1989. 

AVOCET.  One  spring  record.  A  flock  of  eight  at  Crossness  on  May  9th  1987. 

LITTLE  RINGED  PLOVER.  Breeding  summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant. 
At  least  one  pair  has  bred  in  most,  if  not  all,  years  since  1968.  One  pair  raised 
three  young  on  Tripcock  in  1990. 

RINGED  PLOVER.  Winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant,  formerly  bred.  Up  to 
eight  pairs  bred  between  1971  and  1978  and  one  pair  bred  in  1983  and  1984. 
Recent  peak  winter  counts  are  19  birds  in  1988/89  and  17  in  1990/91. 

GREY  PLOVER.  Scarce  passage  migrant  and  occasional  winter  visitor.  One 
flew  east  on  Nov  12th  1972;  one  on  Nov  19th  1972;  two  at  Crossness  on  May  2nd 
1990;  singles  flew  east  on  May  4th  and  May  14th  1990;  ten  at  Halfway  Reach 
Bay  on  Sept  23rd  1990;  two  at  Gallions  Reach  from  Feb  4th  to  Feb  17th  1991 
and  five  at  Crossness  on  Feb  17th  1991. 

LAPWING.  Breeding  resident.  Since  the  development  of  Thamesmead  New 
Town  it  has  declined  as  a  breeding  bird  with  15  pairs  in  1975,  eight  in  1984,  four 
in  1989  and  only  two  in  1990.  Recent  peak  winter  counts:  400  in  1983/84;  250  in 
1988/89;  300  in  1989/90  and  397  in  1990/91. 

KNOT.  Two  records.  One  on  Feb  3rd  and  7th  1976  and  a  flock  of  eight  flew  east 
on  Nov  24th  1976. 

SANDERLING.  Three  records  all  of  single  birds  on  Aug  8th  1970,  Nov  26th 
1972  and  Oct  28th  1989. 

LITTLE  STINT.  Two  records.  Two  birds  on  Mar  3rd  1973  and  one  on  Sept 
12  th  1975. 

TEMMINCK’S  STINT.  One  spring  record.  Two  together  on  Southmere  when 
still  under  construction  on  May  1 1th  1969. 

CURLEW  SANDPIPER.  Two  autumn  records.  Four  on  Sept  1st  1970  and  one 
on  Aug  27th  1975. 

DUNLIN.  Winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant,  unusual  until  mid-1960s.  The 
highest  winter  count  was  2,000  in  winter  1972/73  and  1973/74.  Since  then 
numbers  have  been  lower:  200  in  1974/75,  250  in  1976/77,  650  in  1978/79,  40  in 
1980/81,  400  in  1983/84,  344  in  1988/89,  482  in  1989/90  rising  to  an  impressive 
1,127  in  1990/91  after  a  cold  snap  in  February. 

RUFF.  Winter  visitor  and  autumn  passage  migrant.  Was  seen  in  winters  1973/74 
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(one)  and  1977/78  (four)  and  has  wintered  regularly  at  Halfway  Reach 
Bay /Crossness  since  1983/84  when  six  were  present  in  March  and  17  in  April. 
Peak  winter  counts  since:  24  in  1984/85,  30  in  1985/86,  12  in  1989/90  and  five  in 
1990/91.  Autumn  passage:  singles  on  Aug  25th  1988,  July  12th  and  Aug  30th 
1989  and  seven  on  Sept  13th  1989. 

JACK  SNIPE.  Scarce  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant.  Three  on  Mar  15th 
1969,  two  on  Apr  23rd  1972,  one  on  Nov  5th  1972,  one  on  Feb  3rd  1973,  two 
from  January  to  April  1974  and  singles  on  Apr  29th  1975,  Dec  21st  1987  and 
Aug  28th  1990. 

SNIPE.  Winter  visitor,  formerly  breeding.  Peak  counts:  100+  on  Feb  16th  1974,  93 
on  Erith  Marshes  in  March  1989.  Two  pairs  bred  in  1972,  one  pair  probably  bred  in 
1974,  seen  drumming  in  1975,  and  several  seen  displaying  on  Mar  31st  1983. 

WOODCOCK.  Rare  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant.  No  records  since  1984. 
Singles  on  Jan  26th  and  Feb  4th  1972  and  Feb  6th  1974,  three  on  Feb  1st  1976, 
singles  on  Dec  29th  1977,  from  Mar  3rd  to  6th  1980  and  Oct  27th  1981,  up  to 
three  in  March  1984. 

BLACK-TAILED  GOD  WIT.  Rare  passage  migrant  with  three  spring  and  two 
autumn  records.  Singles  on  Sept  4th  1970  and  July  25th  1971,  two  from  Mar 
30th  to  Apr  3rd  1974  and  one  on  Mar  14th  and  May  8th  1987. 

BAR-TAILED  GODWIT.  Rare  spring  migrant.  Four  to  five  records:  singles  on 
Apr  25th  1973,  Apr  28th  1973  and  May  3rd  1974,  two  on  Apr  28th  1989  and  one 
on  May  2nd  1990. 

WHIMBREL.  Passage  migrant,  mainly  in  spring.  Singles  from  May  13th  to 
17th  1974,  on  Apr  23rd  1978  and  Apr  27th  1989,  three  flew  west  upriver  on  May 
2nd  1989;  one  on  Apr  14th  1990,  two  flew  east  on  May  1st  1990  and  singles  on 
May  2nd  and  Aug  3rd  1990. 

CURLEW.  Autumn  passage  migrant  and  rare  winter  visitor,  occasionally  in 
large  flocks.  All  autumn  records  have  been  between  June  20th  and  Sept  22nd  and 
all  winter  records  have  been  in  December  and  January.  23  flew  west  upriver  on 
June  30th  1968,  30  on  Dec  27th  1969,  three  in  January  1972,  one  in  January 
1973,  one  on  June  20th  1974,  nine  on  June  27th  1987,  one  heard  on  Aug  26th 
1989,  three  flew  west  on  Sept  22nd  1989,  one  flew  west  on  Dec  9th  1989,  one  at 
Halfway  Reach  Bay  on  June  27th  1990,  two  flew  west  on  July  7th  1990  and  two 
flew  west  on  Aug  13th  1990. 

SPOTTED  REDSHANK.  Rare  passage  migrant,  only  four  records.  Two  on  Apr 
7th  1973  and  singles  on  June  22nd  1974,  Nov  22nd  1975  and  Apr  24th  1977. 

REDSHANK.  Resident  and  winter  visitor,  breeding  until  the  mid-1980s.  More 
numerous  winter  visitor  now  than  in  the  1970s  when  the  highest  count  was  52  in 
Woolwich  Bay  in  1972/73.  Peak  winter  counts  since  the  loss  of  Woolwich  Bay: 
30  in  1977/78,  100  in  1983/84,  300  in  1987/88,  120  in  1988/89,  110  in  1989/90 
and  150  in  1990/91.  Breeding  pairs:  several  in  1971,  at  least  ten  in  1972,  at  least 
three  in  1973,  five  in  1974,  two  in  1975,  ten  in  1978,  three  in  1982,  several  in 
1983,  one  in  1984,  two  or  three  in  1985,  one  pair  present  but  not  breeding  in 
summers  1989  and  1990. 

GREENSHANK.  Spring  and  autumn  passage  migrant.  Peak  count  eight  on  Nov 
24th  1976.  Recent  peak  count  three  in  autumn  1989. 
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GREEN  SANDPIPER.  Passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  Peak  passage  count 
five  on  Aug  25th  1988.  Wintering  recorded  in  1971/72  with  up  to  three  and 
recently  two  in  1988/89,  three  in  1989/90  and  two  in  1990/91. 

WOOD  SANDPIPER.  Scarce  passage  migrant  with  one  wintering  record.  Two 
to  three  on  July  31st  1971.  Singles  on  May  27th  1978,  Apr  12th  1989,  May  2nd 
1989  and  on  Sept  13th  and  14th  1989.  A  bird  wintered  on  Thamesmere  West 
from  Jan  18th  1990  to  Apr  11th  1990,  only  the  second  winter  record  of  this 
species  in  London. 

COMMON  SANDPIPER.  Passage  migrant  and  regular  winter  visitor.  Peak 
spring  count:  1 1  on  May  3rd  1990.  Peak  autumn  count:  14  on  July  28th  1982  and 
in  August  1990.  Up  to  three  have  wintered  in  recent  years. 

TURNSTONE.  Three  records.  Two  on  Feb  10th  1973  and  singles  on  Apr  27th 
1976  and  Aug  L5th  1983. 

ARCTIC  SKUA.  Rare  autumn  migrant.  Singles  on  the  river  at  Barking  on  Sept 
4th  and  6th  1983  and  one  flew  west  upriver  on  Oct  15th  1988.  An  immature  bird 
which  was  seen  around  the  Woolwich  Ferry  from  Aug  31st  to  Sept  3rd  1979 
probably  strayed  into  the  Thamesmead  section  of  the  Thames. 

MEDITERRANEAN  GULL.  Four  records,  three  in  spring  and  one  in  autumn. 
An  adult  flew  west  upriver  on  Apr  25th  1973,  a  first- winter  at  Gallions  Reach  on 
Apr  19th  1979,  a  second-winter  at  Birchmere  Lake  on  Nov  8th  1979  and  a  first- 
winter  at  Halfway  Reach  Bay  on  May  19th  1989. 

SABINE’S  GULL.  After  the  famous  storm  on  Oct  16th  1987  these  birds 
graced  Barking  Reach  (and  probably  the  lakes  of  Thamesmead  which  were 
then  unwatched)  for  a  few  days,  reaching  a  peak  of  13  (all  adults)  on  Oct 
18th  1987.  Smaller  numbers  were  seen  moving  west  upriver  on  the  same 
date. 

LITTLE  GULL.  Probably  annual  passage  visitor.  This  species  also  occurred 
after  the  storm  of  October  1987  with  over  50  moving  west  along  the  Thames  on 
Oct  17th  1987.  One  first-summer  flew  east  on  May  3rd  1990  and  a  juvenile  flew 
west  on  Aug  18th  1990. 

BLACK-HEADED  GULL.  Non-breeding  resident  with  large  numbers  in 
winter.  About  5,000  present  in  winter  and  50  in  summer. 

COMMON  GULL.  At  least  100  birds  are  present  each  winter  with  a  few  in 
summer  on  the  river. 

LESSER  BLACK-BACKED  GULL.  Small  numbers  present  all  year  on  the 
river  or  around  Sewage  Works. 

HERRING  GULL.  Small  numbers  usually  present  on  the  river. 

[YELLOW-LEGGED  HERRING  GULL].  Rare  autumn  visitor.  Single  adults 
on  Aug  1st  and  16th  1983,  Nov  18th  1988  and  Aug  4th  1990. 

GREATER  BLACK-BACKED  GULL.  Present  all  year  round  in  small 
numbers  with  a  peak  count  on  the  river  of  eight  on  Nov  4th  1990. 

KITTIWAKE.  Two  spring  and  one  autumn  record.  17  adults  flew  west  on  Nov 
16th  1977,  33  flew  west  on  Apr  28th  1985  and  eight  adults  flew  east  on  May 
19th  1989. 
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SANDWICH  TERN.  Passage  migrant  mainly  in  autumn.  Probably  occurs 
annually.  Two  flew  west  on  June  10th  1973;  one  on  Aug  23rd  1983;  three  on 
Sept  29th  1983;  two  flew  east  on  May  19th  1989;  one  on  Aug  26th  1989;  eight 
flew  east  on  Sept  13th  1989;  two  flew  east  on  Aug  23rd  1990;  one  flew  west  on 
Aug  30th  1990  and  three  on  Sept  16th  1990. 

COMMON  TERN.  Annual  passage  migrant.  Three  flew  east  on  Apr  27th  1989, 
29  flew  east  on  May  2nd  1990,  40  flew  west  on  Aug  18th  1990  and  50+  flew 
west  on  Aug  19th  1990.  Up  to  20  lingering  birds  are  present  on  the  river  from 
mid  July  to  mid  September. 

ARCTIC  TERN.  One  autumn  record  of  a  single  bird  at  Halfway  Reach  Bay  on 
Aug  30th  1989. 

LITTLE  TERN.  Rare  passage  migrant,  mainly  in  autumn.  Six  on  Sept  2nd 
1990,  two  on  Sept  29th  1983,  five  in  early  September  1984  and  two  flew  east  on 
May  4th  1990. 

BLACK  TERN.  Scarce  passage  migrant.  Two  on  Aug  15th  1977,  one  on  Apr  26th 
1989,  two  on  May  1 1th  1989,  one  on  Aug  30th  1989,  three  on  May  2nd  1990,  one 
on  May  3rd  1990,  four  flew  west  upriver  on  Aug  19th  1990  and  one  flew  west  on 
Sept  2nd  1990.  One  found  dead  at  Halfway  Reach  Bay  on  May  6th  1987. 

FERAL  ROCK  DOVE.  Breeding  resident. 

STOCK  DOVE.  Breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor.  Over  20  pairs  bred  in 
1974,  a  colony  which  was  described  as  ‘probably  the  biggest  in  London’  at  the 
time.  This  colony  declined  to  six  pairs  in  1975  and  was  down  to  two  pairs  by 
1989.  The  peak  winter  count  on  Erith  Marshes  during  1989/90  was  320,  the 
largest  gathering  in  London  that  year.  Numbers  have  decreased  since  with  a  peak 
of  1 1 1  there  in  winter  1990/91. 

WOODPIGEON.  Breeding  resident. 

COLLARED  DOVE.  Resident,  breeding  in  small  numbers  (two  pairs  in  1990). 

TURTLE  DOVE.  Summer  visitor,  breeding.  One  pair  present  in  1989  and  1990. 

CUCKOO.  Summer  visitor,  breeding.  Two  calling  males  in  1989  and  1990. 

BARN  OWL.  Scarce  visitor  which  formerly  bred.  Singles  on  Mar  3rd  1968, 
May  19th  1968,  May  12th  1969  and  Apr  30th  1972,  two  on  June  15th  and  28th 
1972,  one  on  Sept  1st  1972,  two  on  May  25th  1973,  one  found  dead  on  Feb  10th 
1974,  probably  bred  in  1978,  one  in  October  1984  and  singles  on  Sept  13th  1985, 
Oct  8th  1987  and  Oct  9th  1988. 

LITTLE  OWL.  Formerly  bred  but  no  records  since  1984.  Two  pairs  bred  in 
1971  and  one  or  two  into  the  early  1980s. 

TAWNY  OWL.  No  records  since  1984.  Present  from  1968  to  1972  and  in  1983 
and  1984. 

LONG-EARED  OWL.  One  record.  Three  wintered  at  Tripcock  in  1983-84. 

Short-eared  owl.  Rare  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor,  formerly 
more  regular.  A  regular  winter  visitor  up  to  the  mid-1960s,  then  singles  on  Dec 
7th  1969  and  Apr  20th  1974,  one  or  two  present  from  January  to  April  1975,  and 
singles  on  Apr  21st  1978,  Jan  26th  1987  and  Oct  4th  1989. 
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SWIFT.  Common  passage  migrant  and  breeding  summer  visitor.  Peak  passage 
count  was  c200  on  May  22nd  and  27th  1990. 

KINGFISHER.  Breeding  resident.  One  pair  raised  one  young  in  1989.  Pair  also 
present  in  1990  but  no  young  seen. 

GREEN  WOODPECKER.  Regular  visitor  from  adjacent  Bostall  and  Lesnes 
Abbey  Woods. 

GREAT  SPOTTED  WOODPECKER.  Breeding  resident.  One  pair  nested 
successfully  in  1990. 

SKYLARK.  Breeding  resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  18  singing 
males  in  1989.  On  Dec  22nd  1981  at  least  6,810  moved  south  including  2,120  in 
just  75  minutes. 

SAND  MARTIN.  Passage  migrant.  A  few  birds  seen  throughout  summers  1989 
and  1990.  Peak  passage  count:  100+  on  Sept  5th  1989. 

SWALLOW.  Breeding  summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant.  Two  to  three  pairs 
stay  to  breed. 

HOUSE  MARTIN.  Summer  visitor  with  up  to  ten  pairs  staying  to  breed  and 
common  passage  migrant. 

MEADOW  PIPIT.  Declining  breeding  resident.  20  singing  males  in  1978  but 
only  12  in  1989. 

ROCK  PIPIT.  Passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  Four  on  Mar  18th  1976. 
singles  along  the  riverside  on  Oct  22nd  1988,  Nov  27th  1989,  Oct  26th  and  28th 
1990,  Dec  2nd  1990  and  at  least  two  present  in  winter  1990/91.  Three  at  Gallions 
Reach  on  Feb  13th  1991  during  a  cold  snap. 

WATER  PIPIT.  Passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  Singles  on  Mar  7th  1971. 
Jan  23rd  1972,  Nov  10th  1982,  Jan  6th  1983,  Nov  1st  1983,  Jan  31st  1984.  Feb 
10th  1989,  Oct  28th  1989,  Feb  9th  1990,  Mar  24th  and  27th  1990,  Dec  1 1th  1990 
and  Feb  17th  1991. 

YELLOW  WAGTAIL.  Breeding  summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant. 
Increased  dramatically  as  a  breeding  bird  in  1978  when  25+  males  were  present 
compared  to  only  four  pairs  in  1975  and  five  in  1969.  Has  since  declined  due  to 
habitat  loss  with  eight  pairs  in  1981  declining  to  two  in  1990.  Single  Blue¬ 
headed  Wagtails  were  recorded  on  June  10th  1973,  Apr  15th  1983.  May  3rd 
1984  and  from  May  1 1th  to  July  1989. 

GREY  WAGTAIL.  Annual  winter  visitor  (up  to  six  birds). 

PIED  WAGTAIL.  Breeding  resident  with  larger  numbers  present  in  w  inter. 
Two  pairs  bred  in  1989  and  1990.  A  feeding  flock  of  43  was  present  at  Tripcock 
on  Jan  7th  1989.  Only  one  White  Wagtail  has  been  recorded,  on  Apr  28th  1973. 

WREN.  Common  breeding  resident. 

DUNNOCK.  Common  breeding  resident. 

ROBIN.  Common  breeding  resident. 

NIGHTINGALE.  Rare  spring  migrant.  Singing  males  on  May  5th  1984  and  Apr 
19th  and  May  1st  1990. 
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BLACK  REDSTART.  Regular  summer  and  passage  visitor,  rare  in  winter. 
Breeds  at  Belvedere  Power  Station  adjacent  to  Thamesmead.  The  only  indication 
of  breeding  before  1987  comes  from  a  record  of  a  pair  on  July  17th  1971.  Recent 
records:  one  pair  and  an  additional  female  present  in  summer  1987,  a  male  and 
two  females/immatures  on  Oct  8th  1988,  a  male  on  Oct  28th  1988,  a  singing 
male  in  1989,  two  singing  males  in  1990,  a  male  and  a  female/immature  on  Sept 
23rd  1990,  a  male  on  Nov  6th  1990  and  a  male  on  Nov  16th  1990.  Recent  spring 
passage  records:  a  female  at  Crossness  on  Apr  12th  1989  and  a  male  at  Gallions 
Reach  on  Mar  31st  1990.  Only  one  winter  record:  a  single  male  on  Dec  16th  and 
19th  1990. 

REDSTART.  Rare  passage  migrant,  mainly  in  autumn.  Singles  on  May  11th 
1972,  Sept  8th  and  Sept  22nd  1976,  Oct  31st  1983,  Oct  7th  1988  and  Sept  23rd 

1989. 

WHINCHAT.  Annual  passage  migrant,  mainly  in  autumn.  Formerly  bred. 
Recent  peak  count:  nine  on  Aug  30th  1990.  Single  pairs  bred  in  1968,  1972, 
1973  and  1974. 

STONECHAT.  Breeding  resident.  Steady  breeding  population:  between  one  and 
four  pairs  bred  in  1973,  1974,  1975,  1976,  1978,  1983,  1984,  1985,  1989  and 

1990.  Peak  winter  count:  six  at  Crossness  on  Mar  8th  1989. 

WHEATEAR.  Annual  passage  migrant.  Peak  count:  25  at  Erith  Marshes  on  Apr 
26th  1989. 

RING  OUZEL.  Rare  passage  migrant  mainly  in  spring.  A  male  from  Apr  5th  to 
8th  1973,  a  female  from  Apr  14th  to  17th  1974:  a  female  on  Apr  15th  1975,  a 
male  on  Apr  22nd  1987  and  a  first-winter  bird  on  the  late  date  of  Nov  3rd  1990. 

BLACKBIRD.  Common  breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor. 

FIELDFARE.  Annual  winter  visitor.  Peak  counts:  500  on  Nov  17th  1981  and 
200  on  Jan  7th  1982.  Less  than  50  recorded  during  winters  1988/89  &  1989/90. 

SONG  THRUSH.  Common  breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor.  The  birds 
present  in  winter  on  Erith  Marshes  show  characteristics  of  the  continental  race(s). 

REDWING.  Annual  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers.  Peak  count:  100  on  Feb 
25th  1985. 

MISTLE  THRUSH.  Breeding  resident  (two  to  three  pairs  in  1990). 

GRASSHOPPER  WARBLER.  Rare  summer  visitor.  Two  records  both  of 
singing  males  on  June  9th  1968  and  June  17th  1972. 

SEDGE  WARBLER.  Declining  breeding  summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant. 
Six  pairs  present  in  1978  but  only  four  in  1990. 

REED  WARBLER.  Breeding  summer  visitor.  20  pairs  in  1978  was  described  at 
the  time  as  a  considerable  increase.  15  pairs  in  1983  and  15-20  pairs  in  1989  and 
1990.  Formerly  much  more  numerous  with  at  least  150  singing  males  up  until  the 
early  1970s. 

DARTFORD  WARBLER.  One  wintering  record.  A  male  present  in  long  grass 
and  low  scrub  at  Crossness  from  Nov  1 1th  1989  to  Feb  10th  1990  started  to  sing 
at  the  end  of  its  stay.  This  bird  associated  with  Stonechats  throughout  much  of  its 
stay. 
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LESSER  WHITETHROAT.  Breeding  summer  visitor.  Two  singing  males  in 
1989,  one  in  1990. 

WHITETHROAT.  Breeding  summer  visitor  with  17-20  pairs  in  1990. 

GARDEN  WARBLER.  Rare  summer  visitor.  Singing  males  at  Twin  Tumps 
from  June  15th  to  19th  1987  and  on  May  4th  1990. 

BLACKCAP.  Breeding  summer  visitor  with  two  pairs  present  in  1990. 

WOOD  WARBLER.  One  record.  A  single  bird  at  Linton  Mead  School  on  Aug 
3rd  1983. 

CHIFFCHAFF.  Breeding  summer  visitor,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor. 
Two  singing  males  in  1989  but  none  in  1990.  At  least  two  birds  wintered  in 
1989-90  and  one  in  1990-91. 

WILLOW  WARBLER.  Breeding  summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant.  Seven 
or  eight  pairs  bred  in  1990. 

GOLDCREST.  Winter  visitor  in  small  numbers  and  passage  migrant. 

FIRECREST.  One  record.  A  single  bird  at  Twin  Tumps  on  Nov  22nd  1988. 

SPOTTED  FLYCATCHER.  Passage  migrant.  Odd  birds  are  recorded  in  spring. 
Peak  autumn  count:  six  on  Aug  26th  1989. 

PIED  FLYCATCHER.  Rare  passage  migrant.  A  singing  male  on  Apr  19th 
1971;  one  on  Sept  20th  1986  and  one  on  Sept  12th  1989. 

BEARDED  TIT.  Rare  winter  visitor,  regular  in  the  early  1970s.  The  only 
records  since  have  been  four  on  Nov  22nd  1983  decreasing  to  two  on  Dec  1st.  a 
‘few’  on  Jan  22nd  1984  and  two  on  Mar  15th  1991. 

LONG-TAILED  TIT.  Breeding  resident.  Two  pairs  bred  in  1990. 

COAL  TIT.  Rare  winter  visitor. 

BLUE  TIT.  Common  breeding  resident. 

GREAT  TIT.  Common  breeding  resident. 

NUTHATCH.  Rare  winter  visitor. 

GREAT  GREY  SHRIKE.  Three  winter  records,  the  last  in  1979.  One. 
presumably  the  same  bird,  on  Feb  3rd  and  Mar  23rd  to  24th  1975:  one  on  Jan 
30th  and  Feb  3rd  1976  and  one  on  Jan  15th  1979. 

JAY.  Breeding  resident  with  one  pair  in  1989  and  1990. 

MAGPIE.  Breeding  resident. 

JACKDAW.  Four  records,  in  spring  and  autumn.  Singles  on  Apr  7th  1972,  Apr 
3rd  1978,  Nov  12th  1989  and  Oct  1 1th  1990. 

ROOK.  One  record.  A  single  bird  on  May  6th  1973. 

CARRION  CROW.  Breeding  resident. 

STARLING.  Common  breeding  resident. 

HOUSE  SPARROW.  Common  breedins  resident. 
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TREE  SPARROW.  Resident,  probably  breeding.  Peak  count:  c50  on  Jan  19th 
1984. 

CHAFFINCH.  Breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor.  Peak  count:  1,000  at 
Tripcock  in  early  1984. 

BRAMBLING.  Winter  visitor  in  variable  numbers.  Peak  counts:  a  flock  of  200+ 
on  Feb  8th  1976  rose  to  an  impressive  1000+  on  Feb  27th  1976;  100+  on  Jan 
29th  1980  and  in  early  1984.  Recent  records:  singles  on  Nov  25th  1988,  Jan  7th 
1989  and  Mar  10th  1989. 

GREENFINCH.  Breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor.  200  were  present  on  Jan 
1st  1978.  Recent  counts  rarely  exceeded  50. 

GOLDFINCH.  Breeding  resident. 

SISKIN.  Winter  visitor  in  small  numbers. 

LINNET.  Breeding  resident.  Approximately  300  present  in  autumn  1990. 

REDPOLL.  Occasional  breeder  and  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers.  One  pair  in 
1989,  none  in  1990.  Peak  count:  32  on  Mar  24th  1991. 

BULLFINCH.  Breeding  resident  with  one  pair  present  in  1989  and  1990. 

LAPLAND  BUNTING.  One  autumn  record.  A  bird  flew  north  whilst  several 
observers  were  watching  the  Dartford  Warbler  at  Crossness  on  Nov  15th  1989. 

SNOW  BUNTING.  One  autumn  record.  A  female  at  Crossness  on  Nov  28th 
1986. 

YELLOWHAMMER.  Occasional  winter  visitor.  Formerly  bred  with  singing 
males  up  until  1987  at  Twin  Tumps.  Recent  records:  Erith  Marshes,  two  on  Jan  20th 
1989,  three  on  Feb  3rd  1989,  one  on  Feb  10th  1989  and  two  on  Feb  23rd  1989. 

REED  BUNTING.  Breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor.  Eight  to  ten  pairs  bred 
in  1990.  Peak  count:  47  at  Erith  Marshes  in  January  1989. 

CORN  BUNTING.  Winter  visitor  with  three  records  of  singing  males.  Peak 
winter  count:  45  at  Erith  Marshes  on  Feb  10th  1989.  Single  singing  males  at 
Erith  Marshes  during  May  1969,  at  Tripcock  in  1985  and  again  at  Erith  Marshes 
from  Apr  28th  to  May  19th  1989. 


OTHER  RECORDS  RELATING  TO  ESCAPES 

BARNACLE  GOOSE.  Singles  flew  upriver  on  Jan  1st  1987  and  Feb  17th  1991. 
A  free-flying  bird  was  present  during  winter  1990/91  with  feral  Greylags  on 
Southmere. 

EGYPTIAN  GOOSE.  Two  at  Gallions  Reach  on  May  3rd  1990. 

RUDDY  SHELDUCK.  Singles  in  February  1969,  Mar  3rd  1974,  Jan  25th  1975, 
May  27th  1984  and  Feb  23rd  1990. 

RED-CRESTED  POCHARD.  Three  drakes  at  Birchmere  on  Dec  3rd  1990. 

BUZZARD.  A  bird  on  Erith  Marshes  on  Feb  14th  and  15th  1985  was  probably 
an  escaped  falconer’s  bird. 
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SPUR- WINGED  PLOVER.  One  adult  on  Thamesmere  West  on  July  12th  1989 
moved  to  Barking  Creek  and  was  subsequently  seen  there  on  Jan  21st.  July  27th 
and  Dec  2nd  1990.  Also  seen  at  Halfway  Reach  Bay  on  Dec  1 1th  1990. 

RED- VENTED  BULBUL.  One  on  Apr  28th  1972. 

173  species  have  been  recorded  in  Thamesmead  since  1968.  23  additional 
species  were  recorded  before  1968,  mostly  before  1900.  bringing  the  total  for 
Thamesmead  to  an  impressive  196. 
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Black  Stork  at 
Cheshunt 
-  new  to  the 
London  Area 

Mark  Hardwick 


On  Sunday  May  14th  1989  Jane  Binstead,  Andrew  Self,  John  Cadera  and  myself 
were  taking  part  in  a  24  hour  birdrace.  By  5.10  pm  when  we  arrived  at  Cheshunt 
BR  Station  car  park  we  had  mustered  99  species  and  felt  well  set  to  achieve  a 
total  close  to  the  London  record.  After  making  a  badly  needed  visit  to  the 
strategic  toilet  next  to  the  car  park  we  were  about  to  set  off  down  the  footpath  to 
Hall  Marsh  Scrape  when  I  noticed  a  very  large  dark  bird  soaring  directly  over  our 
heads.  Each  of  us  unanimously  and  immediately  identified  the  bird  as  a  Black 
Stork.  It  was  watched  circling  for  eight  minutes  as  it  gradually  gained  height 
before  heading  off  purposefully  to  the  north  west. 

The  feeling  of  elation  we  all  felt  is  hard  to  describe.  After  putting  in  so  much 
effort  earlier  in  the  day  to  find  common  birds  it  seemed  almost  incredulous  that 
we  had  run  into  a  Black  Stork.  On  the  downside  the  episode  made  us  feel  much 
less  inclined  to  continue  the  effort  to  find  some  badly  needed  common  species  in 
the  four  hours  of  remaining  daylight! 

Description: 

Size  and  General  Appearance  Very  large  (larger  than  nearby  Grey  Heron)  and 
rangy.  Long  outstretched  neck  and  long  legs  trailing  behind  short  tail.  Broad, 
long  outstretched  wings  showing  five  primary  fingers.  Long,  thick  pointed  bill 
protruding  from  relatively  small  head.  The  rectangular,  plank-like  wings  gave  the 
bird  an  almost  vulturine  jizz  with  the  naked  eye. 

Plumage  Upperparts  all  dark  as  far  as  could  be  observed  on  a  soaring  bird. 
Underparts  black  (or  very  dark)  and  white  as  follows:  black  neck  and  breast, 
white  lower  breast  extending  back  through  the  belly  to  the  undertail.  White 
axillary  patch  framed  black  by  leading  edge  of  otherwise  black  underwing. 
Undertail  white  with  black  terminal  band. 

Bill  Very  long,  pointed  and  reddish  in  colour. 

Legs  Red  and  very  long,  trailing  well  beyond  tail. 

This  Black  Stork  was  seen  at  three  different  localities  in  the  Lea  Valley  on 
May  14th:  firstly,  flying  high  southwards  over  Amwell  GP,  then  at  Waltham 
Abbey  and  finally  at  Cheshunt  as  described  above. 

The  record  was  accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  and 
published  in  the  Report  on  rare  birds  in  Great  Britain  in  1989.  The  only  possible 
confusion  species  is  Abdim’s  Stork,  an  African  species  that  could  conceivably 
escape  from  captivity  in  Europe.  Separation  in  flight  is  straightforward:  Abdim’s 
shows  a  much  larger  white  patch  on  the  underwing  coverts  which  is  not  framed 
by  a  black  leading  edge  and  has  a  large  white  rump  extending  up  the  back  into  a 
point  between  the  wings,  whereas  Black  Stork  has  all  dark  upperparts. 
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This  was  the  first  occurrence  of  Black  Stork  in  London  this  century. 
Amazingly,  there  have  been  a  further  four  birds  since  (three  of  which  are  still 
subject  to  acceptance  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee),  a  sure  reflection 
of  the  national  pattern  of  increased  sightings  as  the  species  extends  its  range 
north-westwards  in  Europe. 

Mark  Hardwick,  Flat  12,  9-11  Belsize  Grove,  London  NW3  4UU. 
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Dial  0898  700  245  for  latest  bird 
sightings  in  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Essex 
Cambridgeshire  and  Bedfordshire. 

Dial  0898  700.254  for  other  bird 
news  including- further  details  on  •' 
rarities  when  they  occur  in  the 
region,  migration- updates  and 

other  topical  bird  news. 

•  • 

Please  phone  your  sjghtings  to 
our.-24hr.  Answer’  phone,  hotline 

0603 '763388 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•Supporters'.of  local  conservation 

•Send  a  S.A.E.  for  FREE  car 
sticker  and  information  m 
on  the  Advanced 
User  Service. 
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Birdline  East  Anglia,  65  Sandringham  Road, 
Norwich,  Norfolk  NR2  3RZ.  Tel.  0603  633326 

0898  CALLS  CHARGED  AT  36P  PER  MIN  CHEAP  RATE.  48P  PER  MIN  AT  ALL  OTHER  TIMES 
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Naumann’s  Thrush 
at  Chingford  -  new  to 
the  London  Area  and 
a  first  for  Britain 

P.  J  Vines  and  K:  M  Murray 


At  11.15  am  on  February  3rd  1990  I  received  a  phone  call  from  Ken  Murray’s 
wife  telling  me  that  Ken  was  in  their  back  garden  watching  an  unidentified 
Siberian  or  American  Thrush.  I  immediately  made  the  short  drive  round  to  their 
house,  half  expecting  to  see  an  American  Robin,  knowing  of  this  species’ 
fondness  for  gardens.  Ken  greeted  me  with  the  news  that  he  had  not  seen  the  bird 
for  about  ten  minutes.  From  the  description  he  gave  it  certainly  did  not  sound 
like  an  American  Robin  or,  for  that  matter,  anything  else  I  could  think  of. 

We  began  to  watch  the  garden  from  his  bedroom  window  and  after  about  ten 
minutes  the  thrush  appeared  on  an  Ivy  hedge  and  I  was  confronted  with 
something  I  had  not  seen  before.  After  some  discussion  and  a  look  at  the  only 
field  guide  handy  at  the  time,  Heinzel,  Fitter  and  Parslow,  I  suggested  to  Ken  that 
I  thought  it  was  a  Naumann’s  Thrush,  the  nominate  race  of  Dusky  Thrush. 
Charles  Fentiman  and  Tim  Wilson  arrived,  followed  shortly  afterwards  by  Tony 
Gray.  The  thrush  appeared  in  the  garden  on  a  further  three  occasions  performing 
very  well  for  all  five  of  us.  After  some  further  discussion  all  those  present  agreed 
with  the  initial  identification. 

The  following  description  was  taken: 

Size/Shape  Between  Song  Thrush  and  Blackbird. 

Upperparts  Crown,  mantle  and  back  greyish  brown  appearing  browner  in 
different  intensities  of  light.  Rump  buffish  pink.  Centre  of  tail  greyish  brown. 
Bright  rufous  outer- tail  feathers  which  were  only  obvious  in  flight  or  when  tail 
was  spread,  when  at  least  two  thirds  of  the  tail  appeared  to  be  rufous.  Wings 
greyish  brown  with  pale  fringes  to  greater  coverts,  tertials,  secondaries  and 
primaries  giving  the  wings  a  distinct  panelled  appearance.  The  head  showed  a 
creamy  buff  supercilium  starting  at  the  base  of  the  bill  and  extending  back 
behind  the  black  eye  where  it  kinked  upwards.  The  chin  and  sides  of  the  face 
were  creamy  buff  with  an  obvious  malar  stripe  made  up  of  small  black  spots. 
Underparts  The  breast  and  flanks  were  washed  with  a  reddish  orange  with 
some  heavy  scalloped  chevrons  on  the  flanks.  The  undertail  and  underwing 
coverts  were  also  reddish  orange.  The  centre  of  the  breast  appeared  to  be  grey. 
Leg  colour  not  noted. 

Bill  Yellow  with  a  black  tip.  Shape  very  dagger-like. 

On  February  4th  the  bird  had  moved  out  of  the  garden  and  was  found  feeding 
on  the  nearby  playing  field  adacent  to  Heathcote  School.  Once  it  became  clear 
that  the  bird  did  in  fact  spend  much  of  its  time  in  the  playing  field  we  decided  to 
release  the  news  nationally. 

One  of  Ken’s  neighbours,  Mrs  Bridges,  first  saw  the  bird  on  January  19th  and 
had  been  feeding  it  on  apples  in  her  garden!  It  was  last  seen  on  March  9th  and 
showed  well  for  much  of  its  stay,  delighting  the  many  hundreds  of  visitors  from 
all  over  Britatn  (and  some  from  Europe)  who  came  to  see  it. 
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There  have  been  eight  previous  records  of  Dusky  Thrush  in  Britain  but  this 
bird  was  the  first  to  be  assigned  to  the  nominate  race  Naumann’s  Thrush.  Its 
normal  wintering  range  is  from  south  western  China  to  northern  Japan. 

P.  J.  Vines,  130  Cherrydown  Avenue,  Chingford,  London  E4  8DX. 

K.  Murray,  45  Newlands  Road,  Woodford  Green.  Essex  IG8  ORS. 


BOOK  REVIEW 

Jim  Flegg’s  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe.  By  Jim  Flegg 
with  photographs  by  Eric  and  David  Hosking.  New  Holland,  London  1990.  256 
pages,  many  colour  plates  and  maps.  £9.95. 

Over  the  past  twenty  years  the  quality  of  field  guides  to  British  and  European  birds  has  improved 
immensely  but  I  am  afraid  to  say  that  this  book  does  little  to  continue  that  trend. 

The  book  follows  the  familiar  format  of  a  short  description  alongside  a  distribution  map  with  a 
photograph  (usually  only  one  per  species)  on  the  facing  page  for  each  of  the  species  covered.  On 
average,  four  species  are  covered  on  each  page.  The  species  accounts  are  too  sketchy  for  my  taste  and. 
in  some  cases,  vague  and  inaccurate.  The  maps  are  well  presented  but  suffer  from  the  extraordinary 
omission  of  a  colour  or  hatching  code  for  passage  migrants.  This  becomes  particularly  apparent  when 
examining  some  of  the  scarce  migrants  and  rarities;  for  instance  the  maps  indicate  that  Bluethroat  does 
not  occur  in  Britain  and  that  Red-eyed  Vireo  is  a  winter  visitor.  It  came  as  news  to  me  that  Little  Stint 
never  occurs  in  Britain  but  that  Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper  occurs  throughout  the  country  in  winter. 

A  novel  feature  is  an  abundance  diagram  in  the  form  of  a  pie  chart  beside  each  account,  with  the 
months  in  which  the  species  is  to  be  seen  coded  to  indicate  abundance  -  from  'Most  Abundant'  to  'Not 
Seen’.  Some  of  these  stretch  the  imagination  a  little  and  contradict  the  maps.  For  instance  the  map 
indicates  that  Fox  Sparrow  is  a  winter  visitor  to  Britain  and  Ireland  and  the  abundance  diagram  that  it 
occurs  from  August  to  October.  There  has  in  fact  only  been  one  record  of  Fox  Sparrow  in  Britain  and 
Ireland  and  that  was  in  June!  There  are  many  other  irritating  inconsistencies  throughout  the  book. 

As  one  would  expect  from  the  Hoskings,  the  quality  of  the  photographs  is  excellent  but  in  many 
cases  they  suffer  from  extremely  strange  selection  criteria.  The  logic  of  showing  a  Chiffchaff  in  flight 
only  and  the  vast  majority  of  the  raptors  perched  (or  three  quarters  of  a  head  which  is  all  we  are  given 
for  Honey  Buzzard)  completely  escapes  me.  I  also  found  it  irritating  that  there  is  no  consistency  or  logic 
in  sex  and  age  selection  for  the  photographs.  In  the  ‘How  to  Use  the  Guide'  section  at  the  beginning  of 
the  book  it  is  stated  that  ‘Where  plumage  varies  between  males,  females  and  immatures.  and  between 
summer  and  winter  additional  photographs  are  included'.  This  is  patently  incorrect  as  there  is  only  one 
photograph  for  the  vast  majority  of  species.  This  could  be  particularly  baffling  for  beginner 
birdwatchers. 

Several  regular  European  species  are  completely  omitted  from  the  book,  eg.  Aquatic  and  Olive  Tree 
Warblers  and  Two-barred  Crossbill.  The  inclusion  of  these  in  favour  of  some  of  the  extremely  rare 
accidentals  would  have  been  sensible. 

I  am  sure  that  this  book  will  find  its  way  onto  the  shelves  of  avid  field  guide  collectors  but  its 
practical  use  to  birdwatchers,  be  they  beginners  or  experts,  is  very  limited. 


Mark  Hardwick 


BOOK  REVIEW 


185 


Rare  Birds  of  the  British  Isles.  By  David  Saunders.  Patrick  Stephens  Ltd,  Near 
Yeovil,  Somerset,  1991.  224  pages;  five  black-and-white  line  drawings,  two 
colour  line  drawings,  31  plates  of  90  photographs.  £15.99. 

Usually  one  tends  to  have  preconceived  ideas  about  how  a  book  will  look  from  its  chosen  title  and  for 
some  reason  I  had  the  notion  that  this  book  would  be  more  narrative  than  the  well  known  Rare  Birds  in 
Britain  and  Ireland.  However,  although  its  layout  is  completely  in  the  narrative  form,  the  actual  design 
of  the  book  is  quite  original  -  and  very  confusing!  Following  a  brief  introductory  chapter  the  main  meat 
of  the  book  (the  species’  accounts)  is  then  divided  up  into  17  chapters  which  have  been  allocated  either 
on  a  geographical  or  a  family  basis.  For  instance,  all  the  waders  have  been  apportioned  into  two  groups 
-  European  and  Asian,  followed  by  North  American  -  at  least  that  is  what  I  thought  until  I  discovered 
that  there  is  another  group  of  waders  parcelled  together  under  ‘Desert  and  Steppe’,  which  included 
Cream-coloured  Courser,  Caspian  Plover  and  the  like. 

One  of  the  great  attractions  of  books  on  rare  birds  is  that  they  are  usually  very  appealing  to  browse 
through,  picking  up  interesting  snippets  on  the  way.  Well  you  can  certainly  browse  through  this  book, 
and  there  are  certainly  plenty  of  original  facts  to  be  discovered,  but  it  is  very  much  a  hit-and-miss  affair 
due  its  haphazard  layout.  For  instance  on  my  first  glance  I  found  myself  reading  the  account  of  Bee- 
eater  (in  the  ‘Mediterranean  Region  and  beyond’  section)  but  I  was  rather  surprised  to  find  that  it  was 
not  followed  by  Blue-cheeked  Bee-eater.  I  then  looked  in  the  ‘Desert  and  Steppe’  section  only  to  find 
that  it  was  missing  from  that  section  as  well;  assuming  that  it  was  absent  from  the  book  I  then  looked  it 
up  in  the  index,  only  to  find  that  it  was  included  in  the  ‘Central  Asian’  section.  But  Blue-cheeked’s 
winter  in  Africa,  so  it  could  even  be  included  in  the  ‘Out  of  Africa’  chapter.  Just  to  confirm  my 
suspicions  I  resorted  to  the  Birds  of  the  Western  Palaearctic  for  a  habitat  description  -  and  sure  enough 
‘...Mediterranean,  steppe  and  desert...’.  This  provides  a  classic  illustration  of  why  you  cannot  categorise 
certain  birds  -  why  is  Elegant  Tern  under  ‘Ocean  Nomads’  and  not  under  ‘North  Pacific’?.  But  the  big 
problem  for  the  reader  wanting  to  look  up  a  certain  species  (that  is  not  easily  pigeonholed)  is  that  he  has 
to  resort  to  the  index  which  is  time-consuming  and  irritating. 

The  general  format  is  for  each  species  to  have  a  short  descriptive  account  of  its  appearance  followed 
by  a  brief  summary  of  its  world  range,  both  breeding  and  wintering,  and  sometimes  a  note  about  its 
breeding  habits  and/or  habitats.  There  then  follows  a  narrative  account  of  all  records,  or  a  summary  if  a 
certain  species  has  occurred  on  ten  or  more  occasions.  It  is  this  account  that  undoubtedly  represents  the 
most  rewarding  and  fascinating  part  of  the  whole  book  since  it  is  full  of  interesting  facts,  often  including 
documentary  details  about  a  particular  sighting.  This  is  one  aspect  of  this  volume  that  is  an  improvement 
over  the  Rare  Birds  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  since  that  publication  merely  provides  the  cold  statistics. 
Personally  I  happen  to  find  the  short  descriptive  account  of  each  species  in  both  these  books  a  complete 
“■waste  of  time  and  space,  as  is  the  account  of  each  species  geographical  range  in  the  book  under  review. 
After  all  anyone  who  buys  a  book  on  rare  birds  will  almost  certainly  already  know  most  of  these  facts. 

Another  incredibly  irritating  feature  of  the  species’  accounts  is  the  failure  to  highlight  each  species’ 
name  in  bold  type,  or  even  in  capital  letters,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to  flick  through  a  chapter  and  quickly 
find  any  particular  species.  Also  there  are  no  clear  lines  between  each  species  which  has  the  same  result. 

There  are  plenty  of  other  anomalies  in  the  book  to  confuse  and  annoy  the  reader.  There  are  a  wide 
selection  of  1990  records  included  in  the  book,  but  a  huge  number  of  1989  records  are  absent  -  no 
mention  of  any  Blue-cheeked  Bee-eaters  in  1989  (there  were  three  records),  or  the  inland  Surf  Scoter  at 
Grafham  Water,  or  the  well-suppressed  Common  Yellowthroat  in  north  Kent,  although  the  Golden¬ 
winged  Warbler  nearby  at  the  same  time  is  included  and,  worst  of  all  for  London  readers,  no  mention  of 
the  inland  Desert  Wheatear  at  Bam  Elms.  This  shows  an  unfortunate  lack  of  consistency  and  is  a  sad 
indictment  of  how  the  poor  layout  of  the  book  prevented  easy  updating  by  the  author,  as  he  wrote  the 
text.  Many  species  have  only  one  site  name  for  a  certain  record,  with  no  county  (clearly  for  the  sake  of 
brevity)  and,  although  there  is  an  excellent  gazetteer  at  the  back  of  the  book,  it  is  tiresome  to  keep 
having  to  refer  to  it  to  find  out  where  a  site  is.  Anyone  who  does  not  know  where  the  superb  wader 
haunt  Akeragh  Lough  in  south  west  Ireland  is  (misspelt  as  Askeraqh  in  the  text)  will  unfortunately  not 
find  it  in  the  gazetteer.  Other  notable  errors  include  Short-tailed  Treecreeper  (species  new  to  science?) 
and  the  1983  Shetland  Hawk  Owl  is  listed  as  having  occurred  in  1966  (and  is  in  the  chapter  on  Birds  of 
Prey,  whilst  Snowy  Owl  is  in  the  Arctic  Birds  section). 

Interesting  inclusions  in  the  book  are  Mottled  Swift  at  Spurn  in  1988,  Swallow-tailed  Kite,  all  the 
Hastings  rarities,  American  Goldfinch,  Red-winged  Blackbird  (there  were  16  in  the  1800s  alone), 
Eastern  Meadowlark,  Red-tailed  and  Red-shouldered  Hawks  and  many  others. 

No-one  should  be  in  any  doubt  about  the  huge  amount  of  research  and  effort  that  the  author  has  put 
into  producing  this  book,  but  I  feel  it  falls  well  short  of  the  mark  that  a  universally  popular  book  should 
reach.  My  major  regret  is  that  it  could  have  been  a  unique  and  invaluable  guide  to  rare  birds  if  only  more 
thought  had  been  given  to  the  layout  of  the  book  and  if  the  author  had  adhered  to  the  accepted  Voous,  or 
similar,  species  order.  It  is  undoubtedly  the  unconventional  approach  that  lets  the  book  down. 

Andrew  Moon 
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London  Bird  Report  for  1991 

Editor:  M.A.  HARDWICK,  The  Garden  Flat,  13  Southcote  Road,  Tufnell  Park, 
London  N19  5BT. 

Assisted  by  an  editorial  team  of:  M.K.  DENNIS,  A.V.  MOON,  A.J.  MORRIS,  P. 
NAYLOR  and  N.R.  WHEATLEY. 


Introduction 


There  are  two  changes  to  the  recording  team  this  year.  After  eight  years  as  the 
Bucks  recorder  Gavin  Haig  has  relinquished  his  duties  and  the  position  has  been 
taken  on  by  Chris  Lamsdell,  and  in  the  Surrey  sector  Paul  Salaman  is  replaced  as 
recorder  by  Keith  Betton.  Our  thanks  go  out  to  Gavin  and  Paul  for  all  their  hard 
work  over  the  years  and  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  Gavin  will  be  remaining  on 
the  Records  Committee.  Chris  Lamsdell  will  be  a  well  known  figure  to  regular 
west  London  birdwatchers  and  Keith  Betton  has  a  long-standing  association  with 
the  LNHS,  having  been  Chairman  of  the  Ornithology  Section  and  is  the  current 
editor  of  the  Ornithological  Bulletin.  As  always,  the  Editor  is  very  pleased  to 
acknowledge  the  hard  work  undertaken  by  each  of  the  individual  recorders 
without  whom  the  production  of  this  report  would  be  impossible.  The  number  of 
contributors  remains  at  a  healthy  level  but  we  are  always  pleased  to  welcome 
new  observers.  With  that  in  mind  this  year  sees  the  publication  of  a  guide  for 
contributors  of  ornithological  records  which  lists  the  type  of  records  required  by 
the  Society. 

1991  saw  the  sad  death  of  Don  Bowman.  Don  was  a  long-standing  and  much- 
liked  officer  of  the  Society’s  Ornithology  Section  performing  the  role  of 
Chairman  and  Field  Trips  Organiser  at  different  times.  Our  sympathies  go  out  to 
his  family.  After  producing  very  detailed  and  readable  Ringing  Reports  for  the 
past  eleven  years,  Jim  Hook  has  stood  down  and  Phil  Jones  has  taken  on  this 
task.  Our  sincere  thanks  go  to  Jim  for  all  his  hard  work  over  the  years  and  a  very 
warm  welcome  is  offered  to  Phil  whose  first  ringing  report  appears  in  this  issue 
of  the  LBR.  Also  included  this  year  is  a  paper  on  the  Birds  of  South  Norwood 
Country  Park  by  John  Birkett,  another  fine  testimony  to  the  merits  of  regularly 
watching  a  ‘local  patch’;  a  paper  by  Peter  Oliver  on  Coots  in  St  James’s  Park;  a 
paper  by  Mike  Dennis  on  Birdlife  of  the  Inner  Thames;  a  paper  on  the  Canada 
Goose  Survey  by  Helen  Baker;  a  paper  by  the  Editor  and  Andrew  Self  on  Rare 
Birds  in  the  London  Area;  a  note  by  Barry  Wright  on  the  Bridled  Tern  found  at 
Swanscombe  Marsh/West  Thurrock  in  June  1991;  a  note  by  Phil  Jones  on  the 
Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  at  Oxted  in  October  1991  and  the  afore-mentioned  guide 
to  contributors  of  records  prepared  by  the  Editor. 

Earlier  this  year,  the  British  Ornithologist’ s  Union  Records  Committee 
(BOURC)  published  a  list  of  new  recommended  bird  names.  In  view  of  the 
controversy  surrounding  these  changes  and  the  feelings  of  the  Editor  and  other 
members  of  the  records  committee,  we  will  not  be  using  these  new  recommended 
names  in  the  LBR  in  the  foreseeable  future  unless  there  is  a  groundswell  of 
opinion  to  the  contrary  amongst  our  contributors.  To  prevent  any  confusion  that 
these  new  names  may  cause,  scientific  names  are  placed  beside  each  English 
name  in  this  year’s  systematic  list. 
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THE  LONDON  LIST 

The  last  checklist  of  the  birds  of  the  London  Area  appeared  in  1991  in  LBR 
54:141-144.  There  was  an  error  in  the  total  number  of  species  recorded  due  to  the 
double  counting  of  Crested  Tit.  The  total  number  of  species  recorded  in  the 
London  Area  in  historic  times  should,  therefore,  have  been  333  and  not  334. 
Since  the  publication  of  that  list  the  following  seven  species  have  been  added  to 
the  list: 

Mediterranean  Shearwater 
Bridled  Tern 
Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 
Dusky  (Naumann’s)  Thrush 
Pine  Bunting  (in  early  1992) 

Cattle  Egret  (in  May  1992) 

Sardinian  Warbler  (in  June  1992) 

and,  following  a  review  of  all  historic  records  by  the  BOURC,  the  19th  century 
record  of  Short-billed  Dowitcher  is  no  longer  considered  acceptable  and  is  duly 
removed  from  the  London  list.  The  total  number  of  species  recorded  in  a  wild 
state  in  the  London  Area  in  historic  times  up  to  June  1992  is,  therefore,  339  (328 
since  1900). 
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Records  Committee 

A.V.  Moon,  Chairman 

G.M.  Haig,  M.A.  Hardwick,  R.B.  Hastings,  B.A.  Marsh,  N.R.  Wheatley  and 
the  following  Recorders: 


Inner  London 

K.C.  Osborne,  10  Ellice  Road,  Oxted,  Surrey,  RH8  OPY. 

Essex 

M.K.  Dennis,  173  Collier  Row  Lane,  Romford,  Essex 
RM5  3ED. 

Herts 

A.D.  Wilson,  14  Marina  Gardens,  Cheshunt,  Herts,  EN8  9QY. 

Middlesex 

P.  Naylor,  27  West  Common  Road,  Uxbridge,  Middlesex, 
UB8  1NZ. 

Bucks 

C.  Lamsdell,  4  Hardings  Close,  Iver  Heath,  Bucks,  SLO  OHL. 

Kent 

A.J.  Morris,  134  Station  Road,  Crayford,  Kent,  DAI  3QQ. 

Surrey 

K.F.  Betton,  8  Dukes  Close,  Folly  Hill,  Farnham,  Surrey, 
GU9  ODR. 
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The  area  covered  by  this  Report,  conventionally  known  as  ‘the  London  Area’,  is 
the  area  within  20  miles  of  St  Paul’s  Cathedral.  The  Area  covers  the  whole  of 
Greater  London  and  parts  of  Hertfordshire,  Essex,  Kent,  Surrey,  Berkshire  and 
Buckinghamshire.  However,  for  continuity  of  recording,  vice-counties  as 
described  in  the  Ray  Society’s  publication  Watsonian  Vice-counties  of  Great 
Britain  (J  E  Dandy  1969)  are  used  in  this  Report  instead  of  the  present 
administrative  areas  (but  note  that  vice-counties  18  and  19,  South  and  North 
Essex,  are  lumped  together  as  Essex).  The  vice-county  boundaries  are  shown  on 
the  map  below.  There  is  also  a  special  recording  zone  for  Inner  London.  This  is  a 
rectangular  area,  five  miles  north  to  south,  eight  miles  east  to  west,  centred  on  the 
site  of  the  old  Charing  Cross  on  the  south  side  of  Trafalgar  Square,  which  covers 
parts  of  Middx,  Surrey  and,  just,  Kent. 
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The  names  used  in  this  Report  for  certain  sites  are  not  shown  on,  or  differ 
from  those  on,  Ordnance  Survey  maps.  For  example,  Knight,  Beesborough, 
Lambeth  and  Chelsea  Reservoirs  are  collectively  known  as  Walton  Res. 
Reservoirs  in  the  Walthamstow  complex  are  also  treated  together.  Hogsmill  SF  in 
Surrey  is  also  known  as  Berrylands  SF;  the  former  name  is  used  in  this  Report. 
Names  of  gravel  extraction  sites  in  the  upper  Colne  valley  follow  those  in  the 
Hertfordshire  Bird  Report  for  1986.  In  general,  names  of  sites  in  the  lower  Colne 
valley  and  in  the  Lea  Valley  follow  Appendices  M  and  N  to  The  Birds  of 
Hertfordshire  (Gladwin  &  Sage  1986),  but  Harefield  Moor  GP  is  now  known  as 
Broadwater  GP  and  Holyfield  Marsh  GP  is  known  as  Fishers  Green  in  this 
Report.  It  would  be  helpful  if  these  names  could  be  used  by  observers  when 
submitting  records.  A  National  Grid  reference  should  be  given  in  any  difficult  or 
doubtful  case. 

All  records  of  interest  are  welcome,  from  LNHS  members  and  non-members 
alike.  These  include  information  on  the  local  status  of  common  species,  breeding 
records,  notes  on  migration  (including  first  and  last  dates  and  main  movements), 
regular  counts  of  wintering  populations  and  notes  on  behaviour  and  on  the 
occurrence  of  unusual  birds.  Many  of  the  passerines,  in  particular,  are  under¬ 
recorded.  Regular  reports  from  the  same  localities  are  invaluable  in  assessing 
population  trends;  such  reports,  along  with  comments  on  changes  in  status,  are 
always  very  welcome.  A  guide  for  contributors  of  records  is  published  in  this 
report  on  pages  216  to  218.  Records  should  be  sent  to  the  appropriate  recorder 
listed  on  page  5. 

It  will  greatly  assist  the  speedy  entering  of  records  if  the  Society’s  recording 
sheets  are  used.  These  are  available  from  any  of  the  Recorders  or  the  Editor  on 
request.  Species  should  be  listed  in  Voous  sequence  as  used  in  this  Report. 
Separate  sheets  should  be  used  for  each  recording  area.  Completed  recording 
sheets  for  the  period  January  to  July  should  be  submitted  in  August  and  for  the 
period  August  to  December  in  early  January  of  the  following  year.  Observers 
are  reminded  that  it  will  not  be  possible  to  include  records  submitted  after 
the  end  of  February  in  the  London  Bird  Report  for  the  previous  year. 

Records  of  nationally  rare  species  should  be  submitted  via  the  local  Recorder  to 
the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee.  Breeding  records  of  rare  species  should  be 
sent  via  the  local  Recorder  to  the  Rare  Breeding  Birds  Panel.  Where  requested, 
records  will  of  course  be  treated  in  strict  confidence. 

Records  of  other  rare  and  unusual  species  in  the  London  Area  are  examined  by 
the  LNHS  Records  Committee  before  inclusion  in  the  London  Bird  Report. 
Therefore,  please  complete  and  submit  a  LNHS  Unusual  Species  Description 
Form  (available  from  the  Recorders  or  the  Editor )  and/or  a  copy  of  your  field 
notes  for  these  species.  Species  for  which  notes  or  a  full  description  are  required 
are  evident  from  the  ‘guide  to  contributors’  at  the  back  of  this  report. 
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Review  of  the  Year 

A  good  if  not  perhaps  a  vintage  year,  1991  nevertheless  featured  many 
memorable  birds.  There  were  two  additions  to  the  London  list  -  firstly  a  Bridled 
Tern  which,  rather  fortuitously  for  those  present,  appeared  briefly  at  West 
Thurrock  at  the  same  time  as  a  White-winged  Black  Tern  in  early  June  and 
secondly  a  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  was  found  exhausted  in  Oxted  in  October. 
This  took  the  London  total  on  to  325  this  century  (and  336  during  historic  times). 
Other  major  highlights  included  Black  Storks  (fourth  record  for  the  London 
Area),  Short-toed  Lark  (5th),  Ring-billed  Gull  (5th),  Red-footed  Falcon  (6th), 
two  Yellow7-browed  Warblers  (7th  and  8th),  two  Serins  (9th  and  10th),  two 
Goshawks  (10th  and  11th),  Dartford  Warbler  (12th  since  1939)  and  Great 
Skua  (18th)  as  well  as  marked  influxes  of  Long-eared  Owls  and  Waxwings.  On 
the  breeding  front  Cormorants  returned  with  a  vengeance  (having  only  bred 
once  before  in  London,  in  1987)  with  five  pairs  nesting  at  Walthamstow,  also 
both  Cetti’s  Warbler  and  Bearded  Tit  were  strongly  suspected  to  have  bred. 

A  few  birds  lingered  from  1990  into  JANUARY,  these  included  the 
remarkable  overwintering  Grey  Phalarope  at  King  George  V  Res,  a  Red¬ 
necked  Grebe  at  Staines  Res,  a  Shag  at  Fishers  Green  with  up  to  12  more  on  the 
River  Thames  at  Rainham  increasing  to  a  remarkable  30  by  the  month's  end  and 
two  Firecrests  in  Tottenham.  The  weather  began  in  an  unsettled  fashion  with 
many  squally  spells,  but  anticyclonic  weather  settled  in  by  12th  with  several 
nights  of  sub-zero  temperatures  and  then  again  from  22nd.  A  flock  of  White- 
fronted  Geese  drifted  over  Rainham  on  1st,  a  Bearded  Tit  was  at  Amwell  GP 
the  following  day  and  a  Shag  arrived  at  Sevenoaks  reserve  on  4th.  The  first 
weekend  of  the  year  saw  two  Kittiwakes  at  Rainham,  two  Red-breasted 
Mergansers  at  Staines  and  an  Iceland  Gull  at  Nazeing  GP.  but  far  more 
surprising  was  the  Serin  found  near  Rye  Meads,  staying  until  12th.  although 
proving  rather  elusive.  The  next  fortnight  was  rather  quiet  but  there  was  a 
sprinkling  of  new  birds  which  included  a  Little  Auk  stranded  at  Archway  on  9th. 
six  Bewick’s  Swans  in  Richmond  Park  on  10th,  two  Bitterns  at  Cheshunt  on 
15th,  two  more  Red-breasted  Mergansers,  at  Holmethorpe  SP.  a  Slavonian 
Grebe  at  Brent  Res,  as  well  as  both  Iceland  and  Glaucous  Gulls  in  the  Lea 
Valley.  A  further  succession  of  cold  nights  from  22nd  were  no  doubt  responsible 
for  the  arrival  of  two  groups  of  Waxwings,  another  Glaucous  Gull,  at 
Wraysbury  Res,  a  Great  Northern  Diver  at  Island  Bam  Res  and  a  Red-throated 
Diver  at  Sevenoaks.  Finally  two  large  overflying  flocks  of  Brent  Geese,  at  South 
Norwood  (28th)  and  Queen  Mary  Res  (29th),  in  addition  to  a  flock  of  seven 
Common  Scoters  at  Hilfield  Park  Res  ended  a  fine  selection  of  cold  weather 
specialities  and  neatly  brought  the  month  to  a  close. 

The  cold  weather  continued  into  FEBRUARY  as  a  bitterly  cold  easterly 
airflow  produced  low  temperatures  but  no  snow.  Quite  unconnected,  however, 
one  of  the  best  birds  of  the  year  was  found  on  Uxbridge's  doorstep  on  2nd  -  an 
adult  Ring-billed  Gull  was  found  to  have  taken  up  residence  on  a  playing  field 
and  provided  hundreds  of  observers  the  first  ever  opportunity  of  seeing  this 
American  gull  in  London.  The  weekend  of  2nd/3rd  produced  a  Great  Northern 
Diver  at  Queen  Mary  Res,  an  unseasonal  Spotted  Redshank  at  Dartford  Marsh, 
a  Lapland  Bunting  at  Rainham,  but  best  of  all  a  Little  Egret  was  seen  briefly 
over  Perry  Oaks  SF.  Three  Red-breasted  Mergansers  at  Queen  Mary  Res  on  5th 
were  a  foretaste  of  what  was  to  come.  On  6th  the  wind  backed  northeast  and  with 
it  came  the  snow,  and  lots  of  it  with  night  temperatures  soon  plummeting  to 
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-10°C.  The  next  ten  days  provided  some  of  the  most  exhilarating  birding  of  the 
last  few  winters.  It  soon  became  apparent  that  a  large  influx  of  both  Smew  and 
Scaup  into  the  London  Area  had  occurred  -  flocks  of  Scaup  arrived  at 
Littlebrook  Lake  (nine),  Chelsea  (eight),  Stratford  (five)  and  Staines  Res  (five) 
with  later,  presumably  recirculating,  flocks  gathering  at  Rainham  and 
Walthamstow  (12  each).  At  least  60  birds  are  thought  to  have  arrived  during  the 
month.  A  minimum  of  50  Smew  were  also  displaced  into  the  Area,  the  best 
groups  being  14  at  Shepperton  GP,  14  at  Stanwellmoor  GP,  18  at  King  George 
VI  Res  and  26  at  Horton  GP  during  the  month.  Other  highlights  during  this 
exciting  period  included  a  Red-throated  Diver  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res,  four 
Red-necked  Grebes,  two  Slavonian  Grebes,  a  Fulmar  at  Rainham,  a  Puffin  at 
Richmond,  two  Purple  Sandpipers  at  King  George  V  Res  and  another  on  the 
Thames  at  Chelsea,  three  Whooper  Swans  over  Rainham  and  at  the  same  site  a 
huge  and  quite  unprecedented  flock  of  550  Brent  Geese,  Waxwings  at  five  new 
sites,  a  huge  gang  of  Woodpigeons  at  Shenleybury  and  two  records  of  overflying 
flocks  of  50+  White-fronted  Geese  (probably  the  same  flock).  In  addition  more 
unseasonal  birds  included  two  Sanderling,  11  Bar-tailed  Godwits,  and  single 
Avocet,  Knot  and  Black-tailed  Godwit.  By  14th  southerly  winds  introduced  a 
gradual  thaw  and  the  second  half  of  the  month  was  relatively  quiet.  The 
wintering  flock  of  Water  Pipits  at  Rainham  Marsh  reached  six  birds  and  17th 
saw  the  extraordinary  arrival  of  a  Yellow-browed  Warbler  to  a  Surrey  garden 
which  remained  well  into  March  -  the  first  winter  record  of  this  species  in  the 
Area.  Also  somewhat  unseasonal  was  another  Turtle  Dove  was  at  Thamesmead 
on  19th.  More  predictably  a  Glaucous  Gull  was  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res  on 
24th,  a  Red-throated  Diver  flew  over  Tottenham  and  five  Waxwings  were  at 
Enfield  on  26th  and  finally  an  Iceland  Gull  was  at  Wm  Girling  Res  on  28th. 

MARCH  continued  the  theme  of  late  February  with  more  Waxwings  filtering 
into  the  Area  with  three  in  Loughton  on  1st,  five  at  Waltham  Abbey  on  3rd  and 
five  at  Tottenham.  The  tune  changed  slightly  on  5th  when  the  first  true  summer 
migrant  of  the  year  arrived  -  a  Sand  Martin  at  Sevenoaks.  But  this  proved  to  be 
only  a  false  harbinger  of  spring,  although  the  weather  continued  wet  and 
relatively  mild  it  failed  to  encourage  any  further  migrants.  An  Avocet  at  Dartford 
on  10th  was  perhaps  predictable  with  birds  wintering  in  Devon  relocating  to  East 
Anglia  at  this  time.  A  Red-necked  Grebe  settled  in  at  Shepperton  GP  on  1 1th  for 
a  prolonged  stay,  another  Avocet  was  logged,  this  time  at  Girling  Res  on  13th 
and  the  same  day  Bearded  Tits  were  noted  at  Crossness  and  Thamesmead. 
Several  more  summer  migrants  arrived  over  the  next  few  days  -  a  Wheatear  at 
King  George  V  Res  on  15  th,  an  exceptionally  early  Osprey  at  Am  well  on  17th 
and  a  Yellow  Wagtail  at  Girling  Res.  Other  more  regular  highlights  around  this 
time  included  a  Red-necked  Grebe  at  Queen  Mary  Res,  two  Kittiwakes  at 
Walthamstow,  a  good  flock  of  15  Waxwings  in  Edgware  and  a  Hooded  Crow 
which  frequented  the  refuse  tips  at  Rainham.  The  mixture  of  winter  and  summer 
continued  with  a  Marsh  Harrier  over  Dulwich  on  25th  and  a  Red-breasted 
-Merganser  at  Brent  Res  the  following  day.  On  29th  two  Shags  were  at  Queen 
Mary  Res,  fresh  Scaup  arrived  at  Broadwater  GP  and  Crayford  Marsh  (two 
each),  a  Peregrine  drifted  over  Orpington,  Water  Pipits  rose  to  an  impressive  20 
birds  at  Rainham  Marsh  and  the  first  Swallow  hawked  over  Stocker’s  Lake. 
Finally  the  month  ended  with  two  Common  Scoters  on  the  Thames  at  Rainham. 

Of  all  the  months  of  the  year  APRIL  could  perhaps  be  best  described  as 
mercurial,  frequently  encompassing  weather  ranging  from  glorious  sunshine  to 
Arctic  cold  with  snow.  This  year  April  conjured  up  both  extremes  with  plenty  of 
variety  in  between.  The  month  opened  cold  and  wet  but  clearly  did  not 


10 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  56  FOR  1991 


discourage  the  first  House  Martin  at  Hampton  Court  on  1st  and  three 
Kittiwakes  gathered  at  Hilfield  Park  Res.  The  next  day  a  Slavonian  Grebe  was 
at  King  George  V  Res  and  a  further  Osprey  drifted  over  Holmethorpe  SP  and 
Epsom  Common.  Much  more  surprising  was  a  Wryneck  at  Sevenoaks  reserve  on 
4th.  A  window  of  better  weather  opened  from  6th  to  12th.  temperatures  rose  to 
68°F  and  winds  moderated  encouraging  a"  small  inrush  of  migrants  the  best  being 
a  Cuckoo  at  Boston  Manor  on  8th,  a  Pied  Flycatcher  in  Regent’s  Park  on  9th. 
three  Sandwich  Terns  at  Staines  on  10th.  Moving  the  other  way  were  Water 
Pipits  with  the  last  count  at  Rainham  Marsh  being  eight  on  6th.  Over  the  next 
few  days  Ring  Ouzels  appeared  at  five  sites,  two  Common  Scoters  were  at  King 
George  V  Res,  a  Little  Tern  was  at  Shepperton  GP  and  a  remarkably  early  Swift 
was  hawking  over  Staines  Res.  From  17th  to  23rd  winds  switched  to  the  north 
and  it  became  bitterly  cold  with  prolonged  snow  falls  on  20th  applying  an 
effective  brake  to  further  migration.  The  door  opened  again  on  23rd  as  winds 
turned  to  the  south  then  the  east  and  temperatures  climbed  to  respectable  levels. 
During  the  next  week  or  so  a  marked  incursion  of  summer  visitors  took  place 
with  Ring  Ouzels  at  three  more  sites,  a  Wood  Sandpiper  in  the  Lea  Valley,  an 
Osprey  at  Hilfield  Park  Res,  groups  of  six  Little  Gulls  at  Staines  and  Hilfield. 
but  the  arrival  on  26th  of  a  Temminck’s  Stint  at  Rainham  and  a  smashing 
singing  male  Serin  at  Brent  Res  provided  the  icing  on  the  cake.  The  month  ended 
with  a  flourish  as  a  major  tern  and  wader  movement  swept  through  the  .Area  as 
cold  northerly  winds  slowed  up  northbound  migrants  -  Staines  held  seven  Little 
Gulls.  41  Arctic  and  70  Common  Terns.  Queen  Man  11  Black  Terns  and  55 
Common  Terns  and  Fairlop  30+  Arctics.  In  addition  three  Sanderling  and  nine 
Bar-tailed  Godwits  were  in  west  London. 

Almost  the  whole  of  the  first  three  weeks  of  MAY  were  ruled  by  cool  and 
sometimes  cold  northerly  winds.  Despite  this  there  was  plenty  of  interest  for 
London  birders  to  see  in  the  first  ten  days,  the  high  points  being  a  Marsh 
Harrier  over  Rye  Meads  on  4th,  a  much-watched  Short-toed  Lark  at 
Tyttenhanger  GP  from  7th  and  a  Fulmar  on  a  window  sill  in  the  Barbican  on 
10th.  In  addition  there  was  a  good,  but  not  exceptional,  passage  of  Common  and 
Arctic  Terns,  the  best  flocks  of  the  latter  being  33  at  King  George  V.  27  at 
Walthamstow  and  25  at  Hilfield  Park  reservoirs,  a  sprinkling  of  Turnstones 
(including  a  remarkable  flock  of  21  at  Swanscombe).  four  more  Ring  Ouzels  and 
a  Pied  Flycatcher  at  Wimbledon  Common.  May  8th  was  a  red-letter  day  at 
Beddington  SF  with  no  less  than  121  Whimbrel  moving  over.  Apart  from  a 
flurry  of  waders  on  18th.  including  four  Little  Stints  at  Barn  Elms,  16 
Whimbrel,  five  Sanderling  and  a  Wood  Sandpiper  at  Rainham  and 
Beddington.  as  well  as  Little  Terns  at  three  sites,  the  middle  ten  days  were  fairly 
quiet  birdwise.  By  21st  temperatures  rose  to  a  pleasant  74°F  and  continued  w  arm 
for  a  week  encouraging  a  further  stream  of  migrants  w  hich  included  two  more 
Marsh  Harriers,  Sanderling  at  eight  sites.  Wood  Sandpipers  at  five  sites 
(including  two  groups  of  three  birds  together),  a  remarkable  spring  group  of  eight 
Little  Stints  at  Crayford  Marsh,  a  good  movement  of  Black  Terns  at  eight  sites 
with  notable  flocks  of  37  at  Staines  and  18  at  Hilfield  Park.  Little  Terns  at  three 
sites  and  a  Temminck’s  Stint  at  Bam  Elms  on  30th. 

The  birds  and  the  weather  continued  in  much  the  same  vein  in  JUNE  with  the 
emphasis  on  terns  and  waders.  A  Temminck's  Stint  was  at  Beddington  on  1st, 
but  the  following  day  produced  the  first  major  surprise  of  the  year  as  a  Bridled 
Tern  wandered  up  the  Thames  past  West  Thurrock,  where  a  White-winged 
Black  Tern  had  already  taken  up  residence.  Unfortunately  this  mostly  equatorial 
tern  soon  headed  off  upriver:  background  birds  at  this  time  included  five  more 
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Little  Terns  (an  excellent  spring  for  this  diminutive  tern),  eight  more 
Turnstones  at  three  sites,  four  Little  Stints  at  Rainham  on  3rd,  two  Wood 
Sandpipers  at  Beddington  SF  on  5th  and  a  Quail  (the  only  one  of  the  year)  at 
South  Norwood  Country  Park  on  4th.  The  final  flourish  to  the  spring  was 
provided  by  a  most  obliging  Red-footed  Falcon  at  Rainham  which  arrived  for  a 
ten  day  visit  on  8th  (an  almost  exact  repeat  of  the  1990  record  there)  and  Honey 
Buzzards  over  Petts  Wood  and  Headley  Heath  on  9th.  The  remainder  of  the 
month  was  distinctly  quiet  birdwise  and  was  almost  washed  away  (as  were  the 
hopes  of  many  breeding  birds)  in  a  deluge  of  rain  that  in  some  places  was  60% 
above  normal  levels  -  so  much  for  the  drought!  The  remaining  high  spots  were  a 
Little  Tern  at  King  George  V  on  11th,  two  Spotted  Redshanks  at  Rainham  on 
19th,  three  Garganey  at  Kempton  Park  Res  on  21st,  a  Wood  Sandpiper  at 
Beddington  on  28th,  two  Common  Scoters  at  Girling  on  29th  and  yet  another 
Little  Tern,  at  Amwell  GP,  on  30th. 

The  BREEDING  SEASON  was  very  much  like  the  curate’s  egg  -  good  in 
parts.  On  the  positive  side  five  pairs  of  Cormorants  bred  at  Walthamstow,  the 
start  of  what  may  well  become  a  large  colony  there,  Sparrowhawks  had  a  record 
year  with  74  pairs  and  14  pairs  of  Hobby  was  five  up  on  last  year’s  record  total. 
Common  Terns  likewise  had  a  record  year  with  114  pairs  and  reports  of  Barn 
Owls  from  25  localities,  with  confirmed  breeding  from  three  counties,  was 
particularly  encouraging.  At  least  five  singing  Cetti’s  Warblers  sustain  hopes  of  a 
resurgence  of  this  skulking  songster  and  22  singing  Grasshopper  Warblers 
represents  a  good  year.  Reed  Warblers  were  up  again  to  a  minimum  of  711 
singing  birds  and  two  or  three  pairs  of  Wood  Warblers  is  encouraging.  Both 
Bearded  Tits,  for  the  first  time  since  1971,  and  Crossbills,  almost  certainly  bred. 
On  the  debit  side  Nightjars  finally  became  extinguished  as  a  breeding  bird  in 
London,  although  hopefully  only  temporarily  since  plenty  of  suitable  habitat  still 
remains  and  numbers  elsewhere  in  the  country  remain  stable.  Many  small  birds 
suffered  a  dramatic  decline  in  numbers  following  the  severe  cold  snap  in  February 
-  these  included  Kingfisher  (50%  down).  Wren  (60%  down  in  some  areas), 
Stonechat  (50%  down),  Goldcrest  (‘massive  decline’)  and  Reed  Bunting  (30% 
down  in  some  areas).  Several  other  species  suffered  a  mathematical  decline  in 
breeding  numbers,  these  included  Little  Ringed  and  Ringed  Plover  (both  down 
25%),  Herring  and  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  (none  proven)  and  Black 
Redstart  (50%  down),  which,  however,  can  all  perhaps  be  attributed  to 
fluctuating  observer  coverage  rather  than  any  real  slide  in  actual  totals.  Three 
other  species  give  rather  more  cause  for  concern,  Tree  Pipit  numbers  were  no 
better  than  stable  at  last  year’s  low  level.  Nightingale  numbers  dropped  yet  again 
to  23  pairs  (down  33%  since  1988)  and  Song  Thrush  numbers  slumped  again, 
this  species  seems  to  be  suffering  from  a  nationwide  decline  perhaps  due  to  the 
increasing  use  of  molluscicides  to  kill  snails  and  slugs.  Finally  it  would  be 
impossible  to  escape  the  diabolically  wet  weather  during  June  that  wiped  out 
young  birds  or  nestlings,  particularly  water  birds,  and  obviously  dramatically 
affected  overall  breeding  success  if  not  actual  totals  of  breeding  pairs. 

As  is  often  the  case  the  weather  in  one  month  is  the  complete  reversal  of  the 
previous  one  and  so  it  was  this  year  as  JULY  proved  to  be  a  gloriously  warm  and 
dry  month.  However  from  a  birdwatcher’s  viewpoint  it  proved  to  be  fairly  dull. 
One  exception  to  this  was  the  Pectoral  Sandpiper  which  dropped  into 
Beddington  SF  for  two  days  on  1st  and  2nd.  A  flock  of  Common  Scoter  were  at 
Holmethorpe  SP  on  3rd  and  a  Wood  Sandpiper  was  at  Beddington  SF  the 
following  day.  A  Black-necked  Grebe  arrived  at  Staines  on  6th,  right  on  cue, 
and  a  Golden  Oriole  was  at  Epsom  the  same  day.  Undoubtedly  the  best  bird  of 
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the  month  was  a  Black  Stork  that  was  watched  drifting  over  Epping  Forest  on 
7th.  The  next  item  of  interest  was,  rather  surprisingly,  a  Manx  Shearwater  that 
arrived  for  a  three-day  stay  at  Bam  Elms  on  21st.  As  the  month  drew  to  a  close 
the  autumn  wader  migration  started  to  slip  into  gear  with  a  Temminck’s  Stint  at 
Rainham  and  two  Turnstones  at  Staines  on  26th.  the  same  day  a  Honey 
Buzzard  was  over  Northaw,  the  next  day  a  Marsh  Harrier  headed  over  Rye 
Meads.  A  very  isolated  flock  of  33  Black  Terns  were  at  Staines  and  a  Spotted 
Redshank  at  West  Thurrock  on  29th.  The  month  ended  with  another,  or  perhaps 
the  same,  Manx  Shearwater  at  King  George  V  Res  on  30th. 

Weather  wise  AUGUST  continued  along  much  the  same  lines  as  July  with 
warm  anticyclonic  conditions  prevailing.  Black-necked  Grebes  reached  an  early 
autumn  peak  of  six  at  Staines  on  1st;  the  following  day  a  Little  Egret  dropped  in 
for  a  short  while  at  Stocker’s  Lake.  The  next  ten  days  were  quiet  with  two  Wood 
Sandpipers  at  Perry  Oaks,  a  Common  Scoter  at  Walton  Res  and  a  Goshawk  at 
Havering.  A  good  passage  of  Black-tailed  Godwits  took  place  on  12th  with 
eight  at  West  Thurrock  and  Beddington  SF  and  two  at  Holmethorpe  SP.  a  flock 
of  14  Turnstones  at  Staines  on  14th  was  also  most  noteworthy,  as  was  a  young 
Gannet  watched  over  Wood  Green  Res.  During  this  period  there  was  a  flock  of 
seven  Common  Scoters  at  Girling  and  two  more  Wood  Sandpipers.  During  the 
next  week  there  were  three  more  Marsh  Harriers,  several  groups  of  Sandwich 
Terns  along  the  Thames,  a  Knot  at  Dagenham  Chase  and  a  Pied  Flycatcher  at 
Alexandra  Park.  In  fact  the  latter  species  provided  the  flavour  for  the  rest  of 
August  as  winds  slowly  swung  round  to  the  east  encouraging  a  steady  inflow  of 
southbound  migrants.  During  the  last  ten  days  there  were  Ospreys  at  Rainham 
and  Cheshunt,  one  Marsh  Harrier,  a  sprinkling  of  Spotted  Redshanks  (three 
sites),  Knot  (three  sites),  Little  Stint  and  Curlew  Sandpiper,  five  Wood 
Sandpipers,  more  Sandwich  Terns,  which  were  a  continual  feature  along  the 
Lower  Thames  and  three  more  Pied  Flycatchers.  The  29th  was  a  real  red-letter 
day  at  Rainham  with  a  Leach’s  Petrel  and  a  Great  Skua  both  wandering 
downriver,  the  same  day  there  was  also  a  Goshawk  in  the  Roding  Valley.  The 
month  closed  on  a  very  unusual  note  as  a  Guillemot  drifted  past  West  Thurrock 
on  the  incoming  tide  on  31st. 

The  fine  spell  of  weather  that  had  begun  in  early  July  continued  until  almost 
the  third  week  of  SEPTEMBER  -  a  real  ‘Indian  summer’.  The  theme  of  late 
August  persisted  with  easterly  based  winds  during  the  first  seven  days 
predictably  producing  six  more  Pied  Flycatchers,  two  Wood  Sandpipers,  four 
Spotted  Redshanks  as  well  as  a  few  Little  Stints,  Knot  and  Curlew 
Sandpipers.  The  best  birds  of  this  spell  w'ere  a  Red-backed  Shrike,  which 
settled  in  for  a  few  days  insect-impaling  at  Dagenham  Chase  from  4th  and  a  Red¬ 
necked  Grebe  at  King  George  VI  Res  from  7th.  Although  continuing  warm  the 
period  from  8th  to  18th  featured  light  westerly-based  winds;  on  9th  a 
Ferruginous  Duck  w'as  a  brief  visitor  to  Amwell  and  the  same  day  a  Wryneck 
was  discovered  at  Dartford  Marsh,  staying  until  15th.  Sandwich  Terns  continued 
to  feature  prominently  along  the  Lower  Thames  wdth  up  to  14  birds  at  Rainham 
and  Common  Terns  also  peaked  at  this  time  with  up  to  84  at  West  Thurrock.  Up 
to  three  Little  Stints  and  four  Curlew  Sandpipers  remained  on  the  lagoons  at 
West  Thurrock,  a  small  movement  of  Little  Gulls  took  place  on  15th  w  ith  seven 
at  Staines  and  ten  at  Queen  Mary  and  a  Red-necked  Grebe  arrived  at  King 
George  V  Res.  The  best  birds  of  this  spell  were  a  Nightjar  (sadly  the  only  one  of 
the  year)  at  Ongar  on  12th  and  a  Guillemot  on  the  Thames  at  Teddington  on 
14th.  Passerine  migrants  included  six  Pied  Flycatchers  and  two  Ring  Ouzels.  A 
mere  breath  of  southeast  wind  on  19th  produced  the  first  real  gem  of  the  autumn 
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-  a  Yellow-browed  Warbler  at  Buckhurst  Hill  GP,  staying  for  five  days.  The 
closing  ten  days  of  the  month  became  increasingly  autumnal  with  periods  of 
strong  wind  and  rain.  Remaining  highlights  included  seven  Sandwich  Terns 
over  Beddington  SF  on  21st,  with  up  to  four  still  loitering  off  West  Thurrock, 
another  Red-backed  Shrike,  this  time  at  Romford,  on  23rd  and  a  Pied 
Flycatcher.  Strong  easterly  winds  on  28th  succeeded  in  displacing  a  Gannet  to 
Girling  Res,  an  Arctic  Skua  to  Staines  and  a  Ring  Ouzel  was  at  Dulwich  the 
same  day. 

The  first  few  days  of  OCTOBER  were  wet,  windy  and  westerly.  A  Purple 
Sandpiper  dropped  in  at  Girling  Res  and  a  Pied  Flycatcher  was  at  Thamesmead 
on  1st,  Bar-tailed  Godwits  totalled  18  at  West  Thurrock,  two  Ring  Ouzels  were 
at  Walton  Heath  and  a  Manx  Shearwater  was  picked  up  in  Hertford,  on  7th.  The 
following  day  winds  turned  to  the  southeast  which  soon  tailed  off  to  provide 
mostly  calm  and  still  conditions  over  the  next  few  days.  A  vast  flock  of  Brent 
Geese  headed  south  over  Beddington  SF  and  Carshalton  on  10th  and  two 
Lapland  Buntings  were  at  Dartford  Marsh  the  next  day.  Other  birds  of  interest 
at  this  time  included  two  Marsh  Harriers,  four  Ring  Ouzels,  several  Common 
Scoters,  a  Bearded  Tit  at  Brent  Res  and  a  Shag  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  A  northerly 
airflow  reigned  during  the  mid-month  period  until  25th  resulting  in  often  very 
cold  conditions  which  provided  a  very  wintry  feel  with  birds  to  match.  The 
discovery  of  an  exhausted  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  in  Oxted  on  17th  might  not 
have  been  unexpected  on  the  Scilly  Isles,  but  it  was  a  real  bolt  out  of  the  blue  in 
London  -  only  the  second  Nearctic  landbird  to  be  seen  in  the  Area.  Interestingly 
there  were  no  other  arrivals  of  American  birds  at  this  time  suggesting  an  earlier 
landfall  in  western  Britain,  perhaps  in  early  October.  Other  birds,  consistent  with 
the  colder  weather,  provided  a  flavour  of  winter  with  a  Slavonian  Grebe  at 
Fairlop,  a  Hen  Harrier  at  West  Thurrock,  a  Bittern  at  Cheshunt,  Shags  at 
several  sites,  a  Little  Auk  at  Hampstead  Heath,  a  Long-tailed  Duck  and  Red- 
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throated  Diver  at  King  George  V  Resra  Velvet  Scoter  at  Girling,  also  a  huge 
raft  of  39  Common  Scoter  spent  the  24th  at  Fairlop;  by  way  of  a  contrast  there 
were  also  two  Ring  Ouzels  at  this  time.  The  last  few  days  of  the  month,  despite  a 
change  to  east  or  northeast  winds,  did  not  alter  the  tune  greatly  with  another  Red¬ 
necked  Grebe,  two  more  Long-tailed  Ducks,  two  Glaucous  Gulls,  Bewick's 
Swans  at  five  sites,  Red-breasted  Mergansers  at  two  sites,  but  best  of  all  were 
the  two  Great  Grey  Shrikes  that  arrived  simultaneously  at  Mitcham  Common 
and  South  Norwood  on  27th,  both  these  excellent  pirates  stayed  to  delight  many 
observers  into  1992,  with  another  at  Amwell  GP  on  31st. 

NOVEMBER  started  on  a  blustery  note  with  strong  southwesterlies,  which 
displaced  a  Leach’s  Petrel  onto  Walton  Res  on  1st  and  the  same  day  a  Velvet 
Scoter  arrived  at  Staines.  Other  notable  events  included  a  Purple  Sandpiper  and 
Snow  Bunting  at  Staines  and  a  Lapland  Bunting  at  Rainham.  The  next  week 
saw  the  appearance  of  several  more  Shags,  four  late  Little  Gulls  at  Queen 
Mother  Res,  a  Dartford  Warbler,  which  set  up  territory  in  Richmond  Park  for 
the  winter  and  a  much-watched  Great  Northern  Diver  moulting  from  summer 


into  winter  plumage  that  found  a  small  lake  near  Littlebrook  very  much  to  its 
liking.  The  unsettled,  and  sometimes  stormy,  conditions  continued  up  to  20th 
with  seemingly  little  effect  on  the  birdlife.  During  this  spell  there  was  a  Great 
Northern  Diver  at  King  George  V  Res,  which  remained  for  the  rest  of  the  year 
in  the  Lea  Valley,  one  Slavonian  and  two  Red-necked  Grebes,  a  Hen  Harrier 
at  Rainham,  a  very  early  Iceland  Gull,  a  potentially  terminally  late  House 
Martin  and  a  very  transient  Great  Grey  Shrike  at  Dagenham  Chase.  Strong  to 
gale  force  northeasterlies  blew  up  on  20th  before  backing  to  the  north  and 
introducing  a  distinctly  cold  snap  for  a  few  days.  During  this  spell  three  small 
herds  of  Bewick’s  Swans  dropped  in,  another  Velvet  Scoter  popped  up  at 
Staines,  an  Avocet  and  Lapland  Bunting  were  along  the  Lower  Thames,  2.800 
Woodpigeons  fled  west  over  Hainault  Forest  heading  for  milder  climes  and  a 
flock  of  Brent  Geese  steamed  north  over  Reigate.  The  last  few  days  of  the  month 
saw  milder  damper  conditions  develop  -  several  more  Slavonian  and  Red¬ 
necked  Grebes  arrived,  a  Red-breasted  Merganser  was  at  King  George  V  Res 
and  a  remarkably  late  Swallow  hawked  over  Harlow  on  29th. 
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The  generally  mild  conditions  continued  for  the  first  few  days  of 
DECEMBER  and  the  avian  flavour  remained  much  the  same  with  further  groups 
of  Brent  Geese,  another  Red-necked  Grebe,  Red-breasted  Merganser  and 
Lapland  Bunting,  as  well  as  a  Red-throated  Diver  at  Beddington  SF  on  2nd 
and  two  Shags  at  Wraysbury  GP.  Much  colder  weather  returned  on  5th  with 
northerly  winds  and  severe  night  frosts  until  12th  and  cold  conditions  until  16th. 
Four  Common  Scoters  were  at  Queen  Mother  Res  on  5th,  the  next  day  a  Red- 
throated  Diver  was  at  Girling,  two  Bewick’s  Swans  were  at  Cheshunt  GP  and  a 
flock  of  White-fronted  Geese  headed  south  over  Regent’s  Park.  Rainham  was 
visited  by  a  Lapland  Bunting  and  a  Purple  Sandpiper  on  6th,  both  staying  into 
1992  and  completing  a  quite  remarkable  year  for  the  latter  species.  Other  birds 
around  this  time  included  two  more  each  of  Slavonian  and  Red-necked  Grebes, 
two  Scaup  at  Roydon  GP  and  a  Waxwing  at  Arkley.  The  remainder  of  the  month 
was  mostly  mild,  with  several  days  of  wet  and  stormy  weather.  A  Shag  was  at 
Teddington  on  20th  and  a  flock  of  22  Brent  Geese  were,  very  appropriately,  seen 
over  Brent  Res  on  22nd.  Highlights  between  Christmas  and  the  end  of  year 
included  three  flocks  of  White-fronted  Geese  passing  over  London,  another 
Red-necked  Grebe,  a  Glaucous  Gull  at  Holmethorpe  SP,  two  more  small 
groups  of  berry-hunting  Waxwings  and  finally  a  good  tally  of  at  least  ten 
Bearded  Tits  at  Berwick  Ponds  on  29th. 
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P.  Massini 

K. J.  McManus 
A.  Merritt 

G. D.J.  Messenbird 

M. J.  Messenger 

N.  Metcalfe 
J.  Middleton 

R.  Middleton 

D.  Miller 
J.  Miller 

N.  Minns  (NM.v) 

S.  Minns  (SMi) 

D.  Mitchell 

M.  Mitchell 

J. W.  Mitchell 
D.J.  Montier 
A.V.  Moon 
D.  Moore 
R.J.  Morden 
M.J.B.  Morgan 
R.L.  Morgan 
A.J.  Morris 

D.J.  Morris  (DJMs) 

R. J.  Morris 

A.  Mullineaux  (AMv) 
D.F.A.  Munns 
D.A.  Murdoch 

K.  Murray 

S.  Murray  (SMy) 

S. H.  Murray 
J.  Mutimer 

T.  Nash 

J.  Navarro 
P.  Naylor 
W.  Neate 
J.P.  Nemlich 
M.J.  Netherwood 
G.  Newbigging 
S.  Newson 
R.  Newton 
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G.C.  Nicholls 
K.  Noble 
M.  Norris 

M.J.  Oakland 
W.E.  Oddie 

B.  O’Dowd 
M.  O’Dowd 
P.J.  Oliver 
P.J.  Olney 

A.J.  Osborne 

G. B.  Osborne 
K.C.  Osborne 

H.  Paine 

A.  Palmer  (AP/-) 

K.H.  Palmer 
J.  Palmer  (JPr) 

J.  Paltman 
M.M.  Parrilla 

A. W.  Parsons 
T.W.  Parsons 
S.  Paston 
J.A.S.  Patterson 
P.  Pearce 

S.  Pearce  (SPe) 

J. S.  Pender 

K.  Pepper 

P.  Peretti  (PP /) 

B. R.  Perrett 

K.  Petch  (KPh) 

S.R.  Pickering 
K.  Poulton 
A.  Powell 
R.  Power  (RPr) 

E.M.  Pratt 
R.W.  Pratt 
R.  Price  (RPe) 

E.  Pritchard 
K.L.  Purdey 
G.A.  Pyman 

E.L.  Queen 

G.  Ralph 

A.  Randall 
P.W.  Rawlins 
D.  Rear 

J.T.  Redwood 

B.  Reed 

Alexandra  Park  and 

Wood  Green  Reservoir 
Bird  Report 

Beddington  Bird  Report 
Hampstead  Heath 

Ornithological  Report 
Sevenoaks  Wildfowl 
Reserve 


A.  Richards 
P.R.  Robbins 
G.  Roberts 
N.  Robertson 
P.  Roper 
J.E.  Rose 

D.  Rostrum  (DS/n) 

Royal  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty 
to  Animals 
P.  Rumsey 
D.  Russell  (DR1) 

M. D.  Russell 
W.  Rutherford 

P.G.W.  Sal  am  an 
D.  Sampson 

R. F.  Sanderson 

S. P.  Satterthwaite 

C.  Saxton  (CS n) 

J.A.  Sayers 

Mawney  Junior  School 

A. S.M.  Self 

N. P.  Senior 

B.  Sheen 

M.  Sims 
P.  Sims 
S.  Skeats 

D.  Smith  ( DSh ) 

J. T.  Smith 

K.  Smith 

P.  Smith  (PS/?) 

R. E.  Smith 
V.  Smith 

C.  Smout 
Harrow  Natural 

History  Society 
Ruislip  and  District 
Natural  History 
Society 
P.A.  Spencer 

S. J.  Spooner 
K.E.  Springett 

E.  Stainthorpe 
P.J.  Stead 

N. R.  Stocks 

P.J.  Strangeman  (PJSn) 

T.  Stride 

Surbiton  &  District 

Birdwatching  Society 
M.  Sullivan  (MS/0 
J.  Sunnick 

I. M.  Swanson 
A.S.  Sweetland 

A.W.  Taylor 

J.  Teitz 

M.  Telfer  (MT/) 


B.  Temple 
J.  Terry 
J.A.  Tester 
J.  Threadgold 

A. D.  Tomlins 

J.  Tomlinson  (JT/j) 

B.  Trevis  (BTs) 

M.  Trier  (MTr) 

I.  Turner 

B. M.  Utton 

Friends  of  Roding  Valley 
W.  Varney 
H.  Vaughan 
P.  Vaughan 
P.J.  Vines 

D.I.M.  Wallace 
M.S.  Wallen 

M.  Waller  (MWr) 

P.D.  Walton 

N.  Ward 

J. M.  Wame 

P.  Wame  (PWe) 

D.  Warren 

C.  Wash 

R.  Watkinson 

D.  Watson  (DWn) 

R.J.  Watts 

R.  Wells 
A.  West 

J.  Wheatley  (JWv) 

N.R.  Wheatley 

A.  Wheeler 

B.  Whiskin 

B. E.  White 
G.J.  White 
J.T.  White 

P.A.  Whittington 
J.P.P.  Wilczur 
D.  Willet 
L.R.  Williams 
P.  Williams 
D.  Wills 
A.D.  Wilson 
W.J.L.  Wilson 

C.  Winterman  (CW/0 
N.  Winterman  (NW/j) 

R.  Winterman  (RW/0 
J.  Woodley 

S.  Woods' 

A.  Wren 

B. E.  Wright 

J.  Wright" (JWO 
P.  Wright  (PWO 
N.P.  Wyatt 

R.  Young 

S.  Younger 
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Birds  of  the  London  Area,  1991 

with  Additions  and  Corrections  for  previous  years 


A  REPORT  ON  BIRD  LIFE  WITHIN  TWENTY  MILES  OF  ST  PAUL’S 
CATHEDRAL 

The  classification  of  species  in  the  systematic  list  of  this  report  is  that  adopted  by 
K.H.  Voous  in  his  List  of  Recent  Holarctic  Bird  Species.  Sequence  and 
nomenclature  follow  The  ‘ British  Birds  List  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic, 
1984.  For  recording  purposes  all  species  have  been  given  numbers,  with  suffix 
letters  for  subspecies,  but  it  should  be  noted  that  this  numbering  has  no 
significance  outside  of  the  London  Area. 

The  six  counties  within  the  London  Area  are  signified  by  initials  in  the  report: 
E  =  Essex,  H  =  Hertfordshire,  M  =  Middlesex,  B  =  Buckinghamshire,  K  =  Kent 
and  S  =  Surrey.  Inner  London  records  are  normally  listed  under  their  respective 
counties  (Middlesex,  Kent  and  Surrey),  but  may  be  abbreviated  to  IL  in  tables. 
North,  South,  East  and  West  are  abbreviated  to  N,S,E  and  W  and  for  direction  of 
flight,  cardinal  points  are  shortened  to  N,  NE,  NNE  etc.  Other  abbreviations  are: 


CBC  =  Common  Birds  Census 

PS 

=  Power  Station 

CP  =  Country  Park 

Res 

=  Reservoir(s) 

GC  =  Golf  Course 

RG 

=  Ringing  Group 

GP  =  Gravel  Pit(s) 

SF 

=  Sewage  Farm  or  Works 

LBR  =  London  Bird  Report 

SP 

=  Sand  Pit 

NR  =  Nature  Reserve 

WCB 

=  Watercress  Beds 

Observers’  initials  in  the  report  are  shown  against  principal  records.  A  full 
list  of  observers  appears  on  pages  16  to  18.  The  abbreviation  ‘mo’,  used  for 
some  long-stay  records,  indicates  ‘many  observers’. 

For  a  full  appreciation  of  records  in  this  report,  a  detailed,  large  scale  map  of 
the  London  Area  will  be  found  useful.  Reference  should  also  be  made  to  the 
Society’s  books  The  Birds  of  the  London  Area  (1957  and  1964)  and  Atlas  of 
Breeding  Birds  of  the  London  Area  (1977),  which  give  the  continuous  history  of 
species  since  1900. 

Sightings  of  more  than  one  bird  (where  they  are  assumed  to  have  arrived 
together)  are  treated  as  one  record.  All  running  totals  of  rare  or  unusual  birds 
that  are  provided  in  the  systematic  list  can  be  assumed  to  refer  only  to  the  present 
century,  unless  specifically  mentioned  otherwise. 

1  Red-throated  Diver  Gavia  stellata 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Oct  24th  (AAB).  William  Girling  Res,  one 
from  Dec  6th  to  1 1th  (RMC,  PJV  et  at). 

M  Tottenham  Cemetery,  one  flew  SW  on  Feb  26th  (DL?). 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Jan  27th  (SWR). 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  from  Dec  2nd  to  4th  (BBR  et  at).  Queen  Elizabeth  II 
Res,  one  on  Feb  15th  (CL). 

Six  records  represents  a  much  better  showing  for  this  species  after  the 
paucity  of  records  since  1987.  However,  the  hard  weather  in  February 
might  have  been  expected  to  have  produced  more  than  two  records. 
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3  Great  Northern  Diver  Gavia  immer 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  from  Nov  16th  to  30th  (JF,PJV  et  al). 

Netherhall  GP,  one  from  Dec  8th  to  29th  was  thought  to  be  the  same 
bird  as  seen  at  King  George  V  Res  in  November  (JTR  et  al)  having 
also  been  seen  at  Wm  Girling  Res  on  Dec  7th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Nov  28th  (MI,GJW). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res,  one  from  Feb  2nd  to  20th  (DJMs  et  al). 

K  Stone  Marsh  and  Littlebrook  Lake,  one  from  Nov  8th  to  Dec  27th 
(MLaz  et  al)  -  see  photograph  opposite  page  32. 

5  Island  Bam  Res,  one  on  Jan  26th  (SJS). 

1987  Correction 

The  bird  at  King  George  V  Res  was  present  until  May  1st  and  not  as 
stated  in  LBR  52:20. 

An  above  average  showing  from  the  most  regular  diver  species  in  the 
London  Area.  The  Essex  and  Kent  birds  were  particularly  well 
watched.  The  series  of  records  at  Island  Bam  Res  continues. 

6  Little  Grebe  Tachybaptus  ruficollis 

A  large  increase  in  the  breeding  population  with  at  least  84  pairs 
reported  against  68  in  1990.  This  increase  was  especially  apparent  in 
Essex  but  in  Inner  London  the  species  has  not  bred  since  1988. 
Localities  holding  breeding  pairs  (numbers  of  pairs,  or  broods,  in 
brackets)  and  the  largest  counts  in  each  sector  are  given  below. 

E  Aveley  Landfill  (1).  Belhus  Woods  CP  (2-3).  Berwick  Ponds  (2). 
Corbets  Tey  (3).  Dagenham  Chase  (1).  Fairlop  (2).  Hall  Marsh  (1). 
Harold  Wood  (2).  Netherhall  GP  (1).  Purfleet  Chalk  Pits  (4-5).  Rainham 
Marsh  (4-5).  Rainham  GP  (2-3).  Thomdon  Park  (3).  Valentines  Park  (1). 
The  maximum  count  was  13  at  Roydon  GP  on  Jan  16th. 

H  Amwell  GP  (3).  Bricket  Wood  (1).  Cheshunt  GP  (3).  High  Canons  (1). 
Hilfield  Park  Res  (2).  Maple  Lodge  NR  (4).  Old  Parkbury  (1). 
Panshanger  Park  (4).  Prae  Mill  (1).  Rye  Meads  (12).  The  maximum 
count  was  25  birds  at  Hilfield  Park  Res  on  Oct  20th  and  at  Rye  Meads  on 
Sept  15th  and  Oct  13th. 

M  Brent  Res  (2).  Denham  Court  GP  (1).  Kempton  Park  Res  (2). 
Middlesex  Filter  Beds  (1).  Parkside  Res,  Enfield  (1).  Queen  Mary  GP  (3- 
4).  Ruislip  Local  NR  (1).  Wrotham  Park  (1).  The  largest  count  was  a  high 
total  of  45  birds  at  Kempton  Park  Res  on  Oct  13th.  Inner  London : 
Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Apr  9th  (RHK).  Regent's  Park,  one  on  Oct 
16th  (ARD). 

B  Tilehouse  GP  (2),  19  on  Oct  13th. 

K  Littlebrook  GP  (1).  Thamesmead  (4).  The  only  double  figure  count 
was  from  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  Jan  10th. 

S  Beddington  Park  (1).  Beddington  SF  (3).  Holmethorpe  SP  (2). 
Ravensbury  Park  (1).  Waddon  Ponds  (1).  Inner  London :  one  on  the 
Thames  at  Surrey  Docks  during  hard  weather  on  Feb  10th  (MG?). 

7  Great  Crested  Grebe  Podiceps  cri status 

The  number  of  breeding  pairs  proved  to  have  bred  in  each  county  is 
shown  in  the  following  table. 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  1991  21 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

Inner 

London 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

1987 

42 

62 

72 

9 

- 

6 

20 

216 

1988 

37 

50 

70 

10 

- 

6 

14 

187 

1989 

38 

51 

N/A 

8 

3 

4 

15 

173 

1990 

44 

64 

70 

8 

1 

16 

35 

238 

1991 

40 

48 

72 

7 

7 

12 

25 

211 

A  mixed  breeding  season  for  this  species  with  the  overall  number  of  pairs 
reported  down  by  12%  on  1990  and  many  observers  reported  poor 
breeding  success.  Balanced  against  this  were  several  sites  holding  record 
numbers  of  pairs  and  apparently  stable  populations  in  Essex  and 
Middlesex.  Counts  from  traditional  post  breeding  and  wintering  sites 
were  well  down  on  last  year.  Coverage  probably  still  remains  incomplete. 

The  largest  breeding  concentrations,  Inner  London  breeding  records 
and  the  highest  counts  are  given  below. 

E  Walthamstow  Res,  12  pairs  bred  and  49  there  on  Feb  24th. 

H  Cheshunt  GP,  19  pairs  bred.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  a  maximum  count  of 
52  on  Sep  9th. 

M  Brent  Res,  c50  pairs  bred,  yet  another  record  for  this  site.  Broadwater  GP, 
70+  on  Feb  5th.  King  George  VI  Res,  76  on  Sept  15th.  Queen  Mary  Res, 
280  on  Feb  16th,  106  on  Sept  11th,  136  on  Oct  6th.  Inner  London:  Hyde 
Park/Kensington  Gardens,  three  pairs  bred.  Regent’s  Park,  two  pairs 
bred.  Victoria  Park,  one  pair  bred. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  88  on  Jan  13th. 

S  Inner  London :  Burgess  Park,  one  pair  bred. 

1989  Additional  Record 

E  Walthamstow  Res,  a  leucistic  adult  on  Oct  24th. 

8  Red-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  grisegena 

Slightly  fewer  records  than  last  year  with  about  20  birds  in  total 
against  23  in  1990.  The  Shepperton  bird  lingered  to  an  unusually  late 
spring  date.  All  records  are  given  below. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  a  juvenile  on  Sept  21st  (SCr,GJW).  Rainham 
Marsh,  singles  on  the  Thames  on  Feb  11th  and  Oct  26th  (MKD). 
Roy  don  GP,  a  first- winter  bird  on  Dec  10th  and  1 1th  (AHr  et  a  l ). 

M  Brent  Res,  one  on  Nov  16th  (SEB  et  al).  Broadwater  GP,  one  from 
Dec  1st  to  8th  (JE,  MT f  et  al).  King  George  VI  Res,  singles  on  Feb  9th 
(PN,AVM),  Feb  21st  (CL)  and  from  Sept  7th  to  Oct  12th  (PN  et  al) 
which  was  in  full  summer  plumage  when  found.  Ponders  End  Lake,  one 
from  Dec  27th  to  31st  (PJV  et  al).  Queen  Mary  Res,  one  from  Feb  10th  to 
24th  (CL  et  al)  and  another  on  Mar  17th  (DJMs).  Staines  Res,  one  on  Jan 
1st  (DJMs),  one  from  Feb  6th  to  8th  which  may  have  been  same  as  the 
King  George  VI  and  Queen  Mary  bird  (CL  et  al),  one  from  Mar  14th  to 
30th  (CL  et  al),  one  from  Oct  20th  to  Nov  22nd  (BH,DJMs  et  al)  and 
one  intermittently  from  Dec  10th  to  30th  (KK  et  al)  which  may  have  been 
the  same  as  the  bird  present  at  Wraysbury  GP  until  Dec  10th.  Shepperton 
GP,  one  from  Mar  1 1th  to  May  6th  (KLP  et  al). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  on  Nov  6th  and  15th  (CDRH).  Wraysbury  GP, 
two  from  Nov  2nd  to  10th  (DJMs,PN  et  al)  and  a  different  bird  from 
Nov  24th  to  Dec  10th  (PN  et  al). 

1990  Additional  Record 

E  Walthamstow  Res,  one  on  Sept  27th  (SCr). 
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9  Slavonian  Grebe  Podiceps  auritus 

E  Fairlop  Lake,  one  from  Oct  17th  to  20th  (DKC  et  al)  and  another  on  Nov 
27th  (AAB).  King  George  V  Res,  singles  on  Apr  2nd  (PJV  et  al ),  Nov 
9th  (JF)  and  on  Dec  11th  (RMC).  Walthamstow  Res,  one  on  Dec  7th 
(NA). 

M  Brent  Res,  one  on  Jan  19th  (RI,DR/,DW/?).  Kempton  Park  Racecourse 
GP,  one  from  Nov  13th  to  24th  (KFB,BC  et  al).  Queen  Mary  Res,  one 
on  Feb  9th  and  15th  (HRG  et  al).  Staines  Res,  singles  on  Oct  30th 
(CL),  Nov  3rd  (mo),  20th  and  27th  (KLP)  and  two  on  28th  (CL,KLP). 
Wraysbury  Res,  one  on  Feb  10th  (CDRH)  flew  off  high  S. 

1989  Additional  Record 

M  Stocker’s  West  GP,  one  on  Nov  28th  (RRD,GMH). 

Yet  another  poor  year  for  this  species  with  only  14  birds  recorded.  Nine 
of  these  occurred  during  the  autumn  passage  period  with  only  one  in 
spring  and  four  in  winter. 

10  Black-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  nigricollis 

E  Fairlop  GP,  three  juveniles  on  July  15th  (AAB  et  al)  and  singles  on  Sept 
14th  (AAB)  and  Nov  28th  (AAB, KB).  Walthamstow  Res,  one  from  Dec 
1st  to  29th  (PL,DLr  et  al).  Wm  Girling  Res,  three  from  Jan  1st  to  Feb 
22nd,  two  from  Feb  23rd  to  Mar  14th  with  one  remaining  to  Apr  3rd 
(AAB,PAB/\RMC  et  al);  three  on  Sept  19th  (RMC,DLf),  four  from  Sept 
22nd  to  Dec  9th  with  two  remaining  to  the  year  end  (AAB,DL/\PJV  et  al). 
H  Hilfield  Park  Res,  one  in  full  breeding  plumage  and  regularly  calling  on 
May  18th  (GSE,SMy),  a  juvenile  from  July  12th  to  19th  (GSE  et  al)  and 
one  on  Sept  20th  (PP/,ES).  Rye  Meads,  one  on  May  18th  (PBy,GJW). 


M  King  George  VI  Res,  one  on  Aug  24th,  with  two  on  Sept  8th,  15th  and 
Oct  5th  and  one  on  Oct  6th  and  26th  (PN).  Staines  Res,  spring 
passage  commenced  with  a  single  bird  on  Mar  14th  and  peaked  at 
seven  on  Mar  30th  with  the  last  spring  record  a  single  on  May  13th; 
autumn  passage  commenced  on  July  6th,  peaked  at  six  birds  on  Aug  1st 
and  finished  with  one  on  Nov  21st  (CL.RBH.AVM.PN  et  al).  Wraysbury 
Res,  one  on  Dec  5th  (CL). 
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K  Lullingstone  Lake,  one  on  Feb  8th  and  9th  (CS«). 

S  Island  Bam  Res,  three  on  Mar  23rd  (SJS). 

After  last  year’s  unprecedented  breeding  success,  hopes  were  raised  by 
the  return  of  a  calling  adult  to  Hilfield  Park  Res  in  mid-May  but  this  bird 
did  not  stay.  The  good  number  of  juveniles  which  appeared  in  mid-July 
was  unusual.  Numbers  during  both  passage  periods  at  Staines  Res  were 
uninspiring  for  the  second  consecutive  year,  particularly  so  in  autumn. 

12  Fulmar  Fulmarus  glacialis 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  the  Thames  on  Feb  16th  floated  lazily 
downriver  with  the  tide  (MKD,SRP). 

M  Inner  London:  Barbican  Centre  EC2,  one  on  May  10th  (CLr). 

Only  the  25th  and  26th  records  for  the  London  Area.  The  Rainham 
bird  was  clearly  in  some  distress  as  occasional  attempts  to  fly  were 
unsuccessful  and  the  bird  almost  crashed  into  a  pumpship.  The  sight  of  a 
Fulmar  flying  around  against  the  backdrop  of  the  Barbican  Complex  in 
Central  London  and  attempting  to  land  on  ledges  of  office  buildings  must 
have  been  something  to  behold.  Its  flight  was  aptly  described  by  the 
observer  as  reminiscent  of  a  ‘stealth  bomber’. 

18  Manx  Shearwater  Puffinus  puffinus 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  July  30th  (RMC  et  al ). 

H  Hertford,  one  photographed  on  Oct  7th  {per  Hertfordshire  Natural 
History  Society). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  from  July  21st  to  23rd  (BPA  et  al). 


JPPW 


Three  records  in  a  year  represents  a  very  good  total  after  none  appeared 
in  1990.  July  records  are  unusual  and  for  one  to  stay  for  three  days  is 
unprecedented  in  the  London  Area. 

23  Leach’s  Petrel  Oceanodroma  leucorhoa 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  flew  downriver  on  Aug  29th  (MKD). 

S  Walton  Res,  one  for  half  an  hour  on  Nov  1st  (IB). 

The  Rainham  bird  was  the  first  ever  recorded  in  August  in  the  Area.  A 
Great  Skua  was  also  seen  at  Rainham  on  Aug  29th  by  the  same  observer. 
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25  Gannet  Sula  bassana 

E  Wm  Girling  Res,  an  adult  on  Sept  28th  (BR  et  al). 

M  Stonebridge  Lock,  Tottenham,  an  adult  handed  to  the  RSPCA  on  Sept 
29th  and  later  released  in  Kent  was  the  same  as  at  Wm  Girling  Res 
the  day  before  (RSPCA  per  NB).  Wood  Green  Res,  a  juvenile  circled 
on  Aug  15th  (PWR). 

The  45th  and  46th  records  this  century. 

26  Cormorant  Phalacrocorax  carbo 

Breeding  was  proved  for  only  the  second  time  in  the  London  Area. 
Five  nests  were  counted  at  Walthamstow  Res  at  least  three  of  which 
were  successful  with  a  minimum  total  of  six  young  fledged.  Birds 
were  recorded  sitting  on  eggs  in  April  and  by  July  14th  three  young  were 
in  one  nest  with  two  in  another  and  one  in  a  third.  Peak  monthly  counts 
for  some  major  overnight  roosts  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May  Jun 

Jut 

Aug  Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Fishers  Green 

90 

- 

258 

132 

-  - 

60 

-  - 

80 

- 

- 

Walthamstow  Res 

- 

- 

200 

150 

107 

108 

95 

- 

- 

96 

M 

Broadwater  GP 

231 

218 

30 

20 

13 

10 

-  - 

- 

300 

206 

S 

Queen  Elizabeth 

II  Res 

281 

430 

- 

— 

Large  gatherings  at  other  waters,  movements  and  a  summary  of  Inner 
London  records  are  given  below.  A  very  large  feeding  flock  formed  at 
Queen  Mary  Res  in  the  first  winter  period. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  100+  on  Sept  29th.  Wm  Girling  Res,  178  on  Sept 
22nd. 

H  Cheshunt  GP,  65  on  Feb  17th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  72  on  Oct  28th. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res,  520  on  Feb  17th.  Shepperton  GP,  74  on  Mar  6th. 
Sunbury,  c285  flew  over  on  Feb  16th.  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  21  on  the  Serpentine  on  Jan  25th  was  the 
maximum  count;  between  one  and  twenty  regularly  reported  Jan-Mar 
and  Oct-Dec.  Regent’s  Park,  maximum  of  39  on  Oct  26th  and  up  to 
ten  birds  present  Jan-Mar  and  Jun-Dec. 

B  Wraysbury  Res,  121  on  Nov  7th. 

K  Thamesmead,  104  on  Nov  1st. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  171  on  Mar  29th,  128  on  Apr  1st  and  180  on  Oct  26th. 
Walton  Res,  107  on  Nov  12th  and  93  on  Dec  20th.  Inner  London :  widely 
reported  on  the  River  Thames  in  all  months  except  May  with  a  maximum 
of  40  at  Chelsea  Reach  during  hard  weather  on  Feb  10th. 

27  Shag  Phalacrocorax  aristotelis 

E  Fairlop  Lake,  one  on  Oct  21st  (AAB).  Fishers  Green,  an  adult  on  Jan  1st 
(DLf).  Rainham  Marsh,  unprecedented  numbers  on  the  River  Thames 
early  in  the  year:  12+  on  Jan  1st  increased  to  19+  on  Jan  5th,  25  on  Jan 
19th  and  peaked  at  30  on  Jan  26th;  in  February  18  were  present  on  3rd 
falling  to  ten  on  12th  and  the  last  record  was  of  three  on  16th  (MKD, SRP 
et  al);  at  the  end  of  the  year  a  return  to  more  normal  numbers  involved 
single  birds  on  Oct  26th,  Dec  15th  and  Dec  21st  (MKD,  SRP  et  al).  West 
Thurrock,  two  on  Jan  13th,  four  on  Feb  13th  (MKD)  and  three  on  Feb 
16th  (SRP). 
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H  Amwell  GP,  one  found  dead  on  Apr  7th  (GJW). 

M  Brent  Res,  one  from  Nov  9th  to  Dec  8th  (WHCG)  -  see  photograph 
opposite  page  32.  Hampstead  Heath,  one  flew  W  during  hard  weather 
on  Feb  9th  (MAH).  Queen  Mary  Res,  two  on  Mar  29th,  one  on  Oct  13th 
and  one  on  Nov  2nd  (DJMs). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  two  from  Nov  4th  to  6th  (BC,CDRH  et  al ),  one  on  Nov 
10th, 13th  and  23rd  (DJMs,BC)  and  two  from  Dec  1st  to  12th 
(AVM,DJMs,PN  et  al). 

K  Crossness,  one  on  Feb  11th  (FB).  River  Thames  at  Dartford,  singles 
on  Jan  1 1th  (ASMS)  and  Feb  10th  (BEW).  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  from 
Jan  4th  to  6th  and  on  Oct  26th  (SWR). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  two  on  Oct  21st  (BPA)  and  24th,  five  on  25th  (CL)  and 
26th,  four  from  27th  to  30th,  three  from  Nov  1st  to  4th  and  two  on  Nov 
5th  (RBH  et  al).  Beddington  SF,  one  briefly  on  Jan  6th  (GDJM).  River 
Thames  at  Kew,  two  on  Feb  13th  and  one  on  Feb  14th  (RBH).  River 
Thames  at  Teddington  one  from  Dec  20th  to  28th  (RJH). 

Yet  another  good  year  for  this  species  with  about  53  birds  in  total.  The 
large  flock  which  formed  at  Rainham  early  in  the  year  was  totally 
unprecedented.  The  birds  seemed  to  stick  faithfully  to  the  Essex  side  of 
the  river  often  giving  very  close  views,  which  probably  explains  the 
relative  paucity  of  records  from  the  Kent  side. 

30  Bittern  Botaurus  stellaris 

E  Commill  Stream,  one  on  Feb  14th  (GJW).  Waltham  Marsh,  one  on  Feb 
10th  (GJW). 

H  Cheshunt  GP,  two  on  Jan  15th  (GJW),  one  on  Feb  3rd  (SCr)  and  one 
from  Oct  20th  to  Nov  24th  (JPr  et  al).  Rye  Meads,  one  from  1990  to  Feb 
19th  (RMRG,GJW). 

There  were  three  birds  involved  in  the  Lea  Valley  sightings  early  in  the 
year  and  with  only  one  bird  in  the  second  winter  period,  the  fortunes  of 
this  rare  heron  in  the  London  Area  have  reached  a  very  low  ebb. 

33  Night  Heron  Nycticorax  nycticorax 

1990  Additional  Record 

S  Bookham  Common,  a  first-summer  bird  present  and  photographed  on 
Apr  7th  at  least  (DE). 

The  late  emergence  of  this  Surrey  record  brings  the  number  of 
London  Area  records  to  eight.  Accepted  by  the  BBRC. 

37  Little  Egret  Egretta  garzetta 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  Aug  2nd  (PLs  et  al). 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  one  on  Feb  3rd  (JAS)  was  presumably  the  bird  reported  to 
Birdline  South  East  at  Old  Slade  NR  (B)  on  Feb  14th,  West  Drayton  (M) 
on  16th  and  then  at  various  sites  in  Berkshire  until  27th. 

The  fifth  and  sixth  records  for  the  London  Area.  The  Hertfordshire 
bird  was  found  in  the  early  afternoon  but  departed  to  the  south  at  17.15 
hrs  just  before  many  London  birdwatchers  arrived  to  see  it.  With  an  ever- 
increasing  number  of  national  records  it  is  not  surprising  to  finally  see 
this  reflected  in  our  Area. 
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39  Grey  Heron  Ardea  cinerea 

Only  296  nests  or  pairs  reported  against  331  in  1990.  There  seems  to 
have  been  a  small  real  decline  from  last  year  but  some  of  this  change  can 
be  accounted  for  by  inconsistent  coverage.  All  breeding  records  with  the 
corresponding  total  for  1990  in  brackets,  the  largest  counts  away  from 
breeding  sites  and  interesting  observations  are  given. 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  unsuccessful  nest.  Waltham  Abbey,  13  occupied 
nests  (12  in  1990).  Walthamstow  Res,  84  occupied  nests  (124  in 
1990).  Monthly  maxima  at  West  Thurrock  -  Jan:  105,  Feb:  100,  May: 
58,  Aug:  76,  Sept:  50,  Oct:  74,  Nov:  85,  Dec:  126. 

H  Panshanger,  three  occupied  nests  (eight  in  1990).  Stocker’s  Lake,  35 
occupied  nests  (about  30  in  1990).  Verulamium,  one  unsuccessful 
nest.  An  interesting  record  come  from  Amwell  GP  of  a  bird  which  ate  a 
male  Tufted  Duck  during  the  freeze-up  in  February. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  38  occupied  nests  (46  in  1990).  Hampton  Res,  three 
nests.  Kempton  Park  Res,  42  nests  (48  in  1990).  Osterley  Park,  four 
occupied  nests  (three  in  1990).  Syon  Park,  13  occupied  nests  (six  in 
1990).  Yiewsley  GP,  six  pairs  bred  (same  as  1990).  Inner  London : 
Regent’s  Park,  28  occupied  nests  (22  in  1990). 

K  Swanscombe  Marsh,  at  least  one  nest. 

S  Gatton  Park,  17  occupied  nests  (16  in  1990).  River  Thames  at  Isleworth 
Ait,  five  occupied  nests.  River  Thames  at  Kew,  two  occupied  nests. 

1989  Correction 

M  Syon  Park,  six  nests  containing  at  least  14  young. 

41  Black  Stork  Ciconia  nigra 

E  Epping  Forest,  one  on  July  7th  (NAv.KE  et  al). 

1990  Additional  Record 

H  Tyttenhanger  GP,  an  adult  on  Apr  16th  (RE d).  Presumed  same,  near 
Hemel  Hempstead  (outside  London  Area)  on  May  2nd. 

Both  accepted  by  the  BBRC,  these  are  the  third  and  fourth  records  for  the 
London  Area  after  the  first  as  recently  as  1989. 

46  Mute  Swan  Cygnus  olor 

The  number  of  breeding  pairs  is  given  for  each  county  in  the 
following  table. 

Inner 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

London 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

1987 

9 

20 

12 

2 

1 

7 

9 

60 

1988 

8 

17 

10 

4 

1 

3 

6 

49 

1989 

9 

16 

16 

4 

- 

4 

12 

61 

1990 

16 

17 

13 

7 

1 

7 

4 

61 

1991 

12 

22 

13 

7 

3 

3 

3 

63 

The  increase  in  the  breeding  population  seems  to  have  levelled  off  but 
data  may  be  influenced  by  incomplete  observer  coverage,  as  in  Surrey. 
The  largest  counts  are  given  below.  The  large  gathering  on  the  Surrey 
Thames  during  the  hard  weather  early  in  the  year  was  particularly 
notable. 
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E  Eagle  Pond,  46  on  Dec  19th.  King  George  V  Res,  88  on  Oct  29th. 

Fishers  Green,  60  on  June  23rd.  Walthamstow  Res,  59  on  Feb  24th. 

H  Bowyers  GP,  77  on  Nov  29th.  Bury  Lake,  55  on  Apr  22nd.  Cheshunt 
GP,  67  on  Dec  5th. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  68  on  July  30th.  Inner  London :  Kensington  Gardens, 
23  on  Jan  25th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  73  on  Nov  17th. 

S  River  Thames  at  East  Moseley,  105  on  Feb  10th.  River  Thames  at 
Hampton,  1 13+  on  Feb  23rd. 

47  Bewick’s  Swan  Cygnus  columbianus 

E  Fairlop  Lake,  16  flew  E  on  Oct  27th  (CG«)  and  two  different  adults 

also  on  Oct  27th  (AAB).  King  George  V  Res,  four  adults  on  Oct  29th 
declining  to  three  on  Oct  30th  and  four  adults  on  Nov  20th 
(AAB,RMC  et  al ).  Wm  Girling  Res,  three  adults  on  Oct  27th  (PJV). 

H  Am  well  GP,  one  from  Feb  3rd  to  Mar  4th  (BR  et  al),  three  flew  S  on  Oct 

27th  (GJW)  and  five  (2  adults)  on  Nov  20th  (BR).  Bowyers  GP,  two 
adults  on  Dec  6th  (MJO  et  al).  Stanstead  Abbotts  GP,  the  Amwell  birds 
were  seen  here  on  Feb  26th  (BR). 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  five  (2  adults)  on  Nov  21st  (FRC). 

S  Richmond  Park,  six  on  Pen  Ponds  for  five  minutes  on  Jan  10th 
departed  SW  (IB). 

A  good  year  for  this  species  with  an  obvious  influx  in  the  period  October 
27th  to  30th.  There  was  almost  certainly  some  duplication  with  the  Essex 
and  Herts  records  at  this  time. 

48  Whooper  Swan  Cygnus  cygnus 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  three  adults  flew  NE  on  Feb  9th  (MKD,SRP). 

H  Amwell  GP,  ten  (eight  adults)  on  Dec  27th  (SCr,JTR,GJW  et  al). 

A  return  to  normality  after  the  bumper  crop  last  year. 

51  White-fronted  Goose  Anser  albifrons 

See  also  Appendix  I 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  25+  flew  SE  on  Jan  1st  (MKD,SRP)  and  54  flew  W  on 
Feb  14th  (KB,PWc). 

H  Amwell  GP,  27  flew  NW  on  Dec  25th  (CLB,IK). 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  50+  flew  NW  on  Feb  14th  (PWD)  was  almost 
certainly  the  same  group  as  flew  W  over  Rainham  Marsh  earlier  on  the 
same  day.  Tottenham,  large  flock  heard  passing  over  at  17.35  hrs  on  Dec 
28th  (PL).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  45  flew  S  on  Dec  6th  (ARD). 

S  Beddington  SF,  21  flew  E  on  Jan  14th  (BBR). 

A  good  year  with  six  or  seven  large  flocks  split  between  either  winter 
period. 

Wild  Goose  sp 

H  Troy  Mill,  50+  flew  W  on  Dec  26th  were  probably  White-fronted 
Geese  (IGJ). 

K  Northfleet,  22  on  Oct  27th  seen  without  binoculars  were  thought  by  the 
observer  probably  to  be  White-fronted  Geese  (BMU). 
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53  Greylag  Goose  Anser  anser 

Widely  reported  from  gravel  pits  and  lakes  across  the  region  and  still 
seems  to  be  increasing.  Breeding  records  and  large  counts  are  shown 
below.  Sevenoaks  Reserve  was  back  to  form  with  some  huge  counts. 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP,  three  to  four  pairs  bred.  Fishers  Green,  one  pair  bred; 
the  female  had  been  ringed  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  June  25th  1989  and 
was  also  present  at  Fishers  Green  in  April  1990.  Netherhall  GP.  one  pair 
bred.  Purfleet  Chalk  Pits,  one  pair  summered.  Rainham  Marsh,  one  pair 
summered.  Walthamstow  Marsh,  two  broods  seen.  Walthamstow  Res, 
four  broods;  maximum  of  26  on  Mar  24th.  West  Thurrock,  40  on  Sept 
29th. 

H  Mill  End,  37  on  Aug  18th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  up  to  32  birds  in  late 
August. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  two  pairs  bred;  maximum  of  64  adults  and  six 
goslings  on  June  29th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  three  pairs  bred.  St 
James’s  Park,  at  least  five  broods  with  a  highest  count  of  58  birds  on  Oct 
30th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  37  on  Jan  13th. 

K  Darenth  Lakes,  nine  adults  with  fifteen  goslings  on  May  6th. 
Sevenoaks  Reserve,  monthly  maxima  -  Jan:  160,  Mar:  9,  Apr:  6,  May: 
67,  June:  245,  July:  210,  Aug:  400,  Sept:  325,  Oct:  203  and  Nov:  150. 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  two  pairs  bred;  30  on  Aug  4th.  Inner  London : 
Rotherhithe,  one  on  the  Thames  on  Apr  18th. 

55  Canada  Goose  Branta  canadensis 

An  increasing  and  common  resident  throughout  the  region.  However 
it  remains  relatively  under-recorded  south  of  the  River  Thames. 
Localities  with  five  or  more  broods  or  breeding  pairs  and  the  highest 
counts  from  sites  holding  300  or  more  birds  at  some  stage  during  the  year 
are  given  below. 

E  Fairlop,  five  pairs  bred;  850  on  Sept  9th.  Fishers  Green,  70  nests. 
Hainault,  five  pairs  bred.  Hunsdon  Mead,  450  on  Dec  1st. 
Mayesbrook  Park,  Barking,  seven  broods  totalling  60  young.  Nazeing 
GP,  five  broods.  Netherhall  GP,  seven  broods  totalling  46  young. 
Walthamstow  Res,  120  nests  with  49  broods  recorded;  1,157  on  July 
6th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  30  nests  producing  14  broods  and  27  young;  523  on  Aug 
24th.  Cheshunt  GP,  14  nests  producing  11  broods.  Hollington  Mead  GP. 
300  on  Aug  21st.  Stanstead  Abbotts  GP.  19  nests  producing  15  broods 
totalling  68  young;  300  on  Aug  18th.  Stocker’s  Farm,  382  on  July 
26th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  18  pairs;  460  on  July  6th.  Tyttenhanger  GP.  300  on 
Sept  20th  and  Dec  15th. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  12  pairs  bred.  Bentley  Priory,  ten  pairs  bred.  Brent  Res, 
40  juveniles  in  summer  creche.  Broadwater  GP.  350  on  Dec  15th. 
Denham  Studios  GP,  400  on  Feb  14th.  Park  Lodge  Farm.  Harefield,  300+ 
on  Dec  8th.  Queen  Mary  GP,  300  on  Sept  7th.  Wood  Green  Res,  five 
pairs  bred.  Inner  London :  St  James’s  Park,  186  moulting  flightless  birds 
were  transported  to  the  North  Kent  Marshes  in  early  July  as  part  of 
programme  to  reduce  the  Central  London  population. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  309  on  July  7th. 
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S  Barn  Elms  Res,  eight  broods.  Holmethorpe  SP,  six  pairs  bred.  Inner 
London :  Battersea  Park,  no  data  received  from  this  site  which  has  a  large 
resident  population. 

57  Brent  Goose  Branta  bernicla 

See  also  Appendix  I. 

E  Banbury  Res,  one  on  Mar  5th  and  6th  (SO,DL?).  Buckhurst  Hill  GP, 
a  first-winter  from  Jan  13th  to  May  24th  was  also  seen  at  Chigwell 
Res,  Fairlop  Lake  and  Hainault  Lake  (AAB,MKD,SRP).  Dagenham 
Chase,  25  flew  E  on  Oct  25th  (PM).  Fairlop  Lake,  an  adult  on  Jan  29th 
(AAB).  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Nov  20th  (RMC).  Rainham 
Marsh,  550+  on  Feb  9th  (MKD,SRP).  Walthamstow  Res,  one  on  Mar 
31st  (PL).  West  Thurrock,  18  on  Oct  26th  and  two  on  Dec  1st  (PJV). 

H  Hoddesdon,  eight  flew  NE  on  Dec  29th  (MI),  may  have  been  over  the 
county  border  in  Essex. 

M  Brent  Res,  22  on  Dec  22nd  (DRw,WG).  Queen  Mary  Res,  70-80  on  Jan 
29th  (HRG). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  22  on  Dec  2nd  (BEW).  Thamesmead,  seven  on  Oct 
25th  (NRW). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  three  flew  over  on  Feb  24th  (GG),  Beddington  SF,  four 
flew  NE  on  Jan  22nd,  200  flew  SW  at  14.15  hrs  and  40+  flew  SW  at 
16.50  hrs  on  Oct  10th,  eight  flew  N  on  Oct  24th  and  30  flew  SW  on  Oct 
25th  (BBR).  Carshalton,  200  flew  S  on  Oct  10th  (IB).  Field  Common  GP, 
one  on  Feb  17th.  Holmethorpe  SP,  one  on  Feb  17th  presumed  same  as 
Field  Common  GP  (GWJH).  Reigate  Priory,  20  flew  NE  on  Nov  24th. 
South  Norwood  CP,  80-90  flew  E  on  Jan  28th  (JBJ). 

An  extraordinary  year  for  this  species  in  the  London  Area.  The  huge 
flock  at  Rainham  on  Feb  9th  is  totally  unprecedented  anywhere  in  our 
Area  and  was  no  doubt  a  product  of  very  hard  weather  at  this  time.  It 
seems  very  likely  that  the  two  reports  of  200  birds  in  Surrey  on  Oct  10th 
related  to  the  same  flocks.  There  were  eight  other  flocks  of  20  or  more 
birds.  There  were  clear  influxes  in  late  January,  early  to  mid-February, 
mid-October  and  again  in  December. 

59  Egyptian  Goose  Alopochen  aegyptiacus 

E  Nazeing  GP,  three  on  Jan  11th  and  one  on  Apr  10th.  South  Park, 
Ilford,  one  for  the  month  of  December. 

H  Abbots  Langley,  one  on  Dec  28th.  Amwell  GP,  one  sporadically  from 
Feb  19th  to  May  5th  and  four  on  May  20th.  Hatfield  Park,  one  in 
February.  Kings  Langley,  singles  on  May  21st  and  July  2nd. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  one  from  Jan  24th  to  26th.  Brent  Res,  three  on  Apr 
21st.  Forty  Hall,  Enfield,  one  on  Feb  2nd. 

K  Chipstead  Lake,  two  on  May  8th. 

This  feral  species  has  almost  surreptitiously  established  itself  as  a 
sporadic  visitor  to  the  London  Area,  particularly  in  the  Lea  Valley. 
Whether  these  birds  originate  from  local  collections  or  from  the 
expanding  East  Anglian  feral  population  is  impossible  to  tell.  All  full¬ 
winged  individuals  of  this  species  will  be  listed  in  the  main  systematic 
section  in  future. 
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61  Shelduck  Tadorna  tadorna 

Breeding  records  (with  number  of  pairs  in  brackets),  highest  counts  in 
each  sector  and  an  Inner  London  record  are  given  below.  The  breeding 
population  appears  to  be  stable  although  counts  from  the  Lower  Thames 
outside  the  breeding  season  were  slightly  down  on  last  year. 

E  Beckton  (1).  Fishers  Green  (1),  Rainham  Marsh  (7-8  broods),  West 
Thurrock  (2  broods).  Other  summering  pairs  were  reported  from 
Belhus  Woods  CP  (2)  and  Rainham  GP/Berwick  Ponds  (7-8).  The 
highest  counts  at  principal  localities  along  the  Lower  Thames  are 
summarised  in  the  following  table: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Rainham  Marsh 

125 

183 

205 

100 

100 

40 

35 

35 

52 

88 

100 

120 

West  Thurrock 

125 

150 

250 

80 

H  Amwell  GP  (1).  Rye  Meads  (1);  eight  on  May  25th.  Tyttenhanger  GP. 
eight  on  May  20th. 

M  King  George  VI  Res  (1).  Kempton  Park  Res,  22  on  Apr  4th.  Queen 
Mary  GP,  13  on  Mar  8th.  Queen  Mary  Res,  13  on  Mar  22nd  and  May 
18th.  Shepperton  GP,  10  on  Mar  20th.  Staines  Res,  14  on  Mar  24th, 
15  on  Apr  14th,  15  on  May  7th. 

K  Thamesmead  (2).  The  highest  counts  from  the  two  main  localities 
were  as  follows: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Crossness  228  69  10  -  -  -  -  — 

Dartford  Marsh  50  50  46  8  22  23  -  0  20  -  50  40 

Other  significant  counts  came  from  Charlton.  40  on  Feb  17th  and 
Thamesmead  with  210  on  Feb  1st,  140  on  Mar  1st  and  91  on  Nov  1st. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  13  on  May  8th.  Walton  Res,  14  on  Mar  28th.  Inner 
London :  Rotherhithe,  two  flew  down  the  Thames  on  April  18th  (BBQ. 

63  Mandarin  Aix  galericulata 

All  records  are  given  or  summarised  below.  The  breeding  population 
is  probably  stable  but  it  is  impossible  to  be  sure  as  coverage  from  Surrey 
was  incomplete. 

E  Connaught  Water,  Epping  Forest,  one  pair  bred  and  was  probably 
triple  brooded:  up  to  12  in  January,  20  in  February,  five  in  March,  six  in 
November  and  four  in  December.  King  George  V  Res.  one  in  October 
and  two  in  November  and  December.  Thomdon  Park,  one  on  Oct  28th. 
Weald  Park,  one  in  April,  two  in  May  and  one  in  November  and 
December.  Wm  Girling  Res.  one  on  Feb  10th. 

H  Batchworth  Lake,  one  on  Feb  24th.  Broxbourne.  one  on  Feb  8th. 
Darland’s  Lake,  a  pair  on  Apr  1 1th.  Panshanger  Park,  three  pairs 
from  January  to  April;  seven  males  with  one  female  and  a  brood  of  six  on 
June  2nd  and  another  brood  of  eight  on  June  29th.  30  on  Oct  26th  and  20 
on  Nov  17th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  one  on  Oct  25th. 

M  Broomfield  Park,  one  on  July  19th.  Forty  Hall.  Enfield,  four  on  Jan  24th. 
nine  on  Feb  16th,  four  on  Mar  8th;  eight  adults  with  two  broods  of  six  + 
two  young  on  June  22nd;  eight  on  July  28th  and  two  on  Nov  12th. 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  1991 


31 


Grovelands  Park,  Southgate,  seven  in  January,  15  in  February,  five  in 
March,  five  plus  three  young  in  May,  five  plus  three  young  in  June,  four 
in  August,  25  in  October,  50  in  November  and  44  in  December.  Osterley 
Park,  one  on  Feb  14th  and  four  on  Apr  20th.  Stanmore  Common,  one  in 
January  and  February.  Stoke  Newington  Res,  one  on  Oct  13th.  Trent 
Park,  two  in  March,  five  in  April,  two  in  May,  four  in  June  and  six  in 
July.  Whitewebbs  Wood,  Enfield,  five  in  January,  four  in  February,  two 
in  May  and  five  in  November.  Wildwoods  Lake,  Enfield,  two  in 
February  and  six  in  November.  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  a  free- 
flying  duck  on  Aug  10th.  St  James’s  Park,  a  male  trapped  and  ringed  on 
Jan  27th  and  a  free-flying  drake  on  Nov  27th. 

B  Horton  GP,  two  on  Apr  1st.  Wraysbury  GP,  up  to  ten  in  February, 
two  in  March,  four  in  June  and  two  in  November. 

K  Chislehurst,  one  on  Apr  8th.  Keston,  two  pairs  on  Mar  25th. 

S  Bred  at  Beverley  Brook,  Epsom  Common  (14  young  seen  in  June), 
Gatton  Lake,  Nower  Wood,  Richmond  Park  and  River  Mole  at 
Leatherhead.  Maximum  counts  at  Epsom  Common:  three  in  April,  22 
adults  in  June,  13  in  July  and  18  in  September. 


WILDFOWL 

Table  1,  below,  shows  indices  of  the  monthly  winter  wildfowl  counts  for 
the  five  latest  seasons,  together  with  the  highest  monthly  count  for  each 
species  in  winter  1991/92.  The  basis  for  calculating  the  indices  was 
explained  in  the  London  Bird  Report  for  1982  (47:  97). 

Table  1.  Index  of  mean  winter  wildfowl  counts  from  1987/88  to 
1991/92  and  peak  counts  for  1991/92  (excluding  Lower  Thames). 

Indices  (1972/73  =  100  except  for  Ruddy  Duck )  Peak  Count 


1987188 

1988189 

1989/90 

1990/91 

1991/92 

1991/92 

Month 

Wigeon 

255 

121 

186 

516 

402 

680 

Feb 

Gadwall 

178 

249 

311 

387 

401 

560 

Jan 

Teal 

101 

65 

76 

113 

124 

1721 

Jan 

Mallard 

76 

67 

71 

69 

70 

2601 

Dec 

Shoveler 

97 

106 

71 

178 

159 

1108 

Oct 

Pochard 

54 

69 

58 

78 

101 

1513 

Feb 

Tufted  Duck 

57 

32 

26 

40 

63 

4255 

Feb 

Goldeneye 

120 

152 

128 

129 

151 

447 

Feb 

Goosander 

272 

337 

197 

418 

540 

162 

Feb 

Ruddy  Duck 

177 

301 

263 

886 

901 

218 

Jan 

All  of  the  indices  except  that  for  Wigeon  and  Shoveler  were  up, 
reflecting  the  large  influx  of  wildfowl  during  the  hard  weather  in  early 
1992.  The  aggregate  of  peak  counts  was  up  by  some  ten  per  cent  at 
13,265  compared  to  12,020  in  1990/91.  The  indices  for  three  species, 
Gadwall,  Goosander  and  Ruddy  Duck,  reached  new  record  high  levels. 
Brief  comments  on  individual  species’  status  in  winter  1991/92  are  given 
below  in  the  systematic  list. 


64  Wigeon  Anas  penelope 

Winter  1991/92.  See  Table  1.  The  index  fell  back  by  more  than  20  per 
cent.  Birds  were  widespread  in  the  period  but  not  in  such  large 
numbers  on  the  surveyed  waters  as  in  winter  1990/91. 
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1991.  Highest  counts  at  each  site  which  held  ten  or  more  birds  at  the 
beginning  and  end  of  the  year  and  summer  records  are  given  below. 

E  Nazeing  GP,  74  on  Jan  16th  and  172  on  Dec  27th.  Netherhall  GP,  19  on 
Feb  17th.  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  70  in  February  and  39  in  December;  a 
displaying  pair  was  present  on  the  lagoons  until  late  May.  Roydon  GP.  87 
on  Jan  16th  and  89  on  Dec  1 1th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  96  on  Feb  18th  and  74  on  Nov  24th.  Bowyers  GP,  eight  on 
Aug  31st.  Cheshunt  GP,  62  on  Dec  5th.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  53  on  Feb  5th 
and  Mar  5th  and  92  on  Oct  27th.  Panshanger  Park,  ten  on  Nov  17th.  Rye 
Meads,  30  flew  over  on  Jan  1 1th,  one  on  July  13th  and  14th  and  40  on  Nov 
22nd.  Smug  Oak  Lane,  20  in  January  and  February  and  23  on  Dec  27th. 
Troy  Mill  GP,  26  on  Nov  17th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  a  male  on  May  20th. 

M  Brent  Res,  ten  in  November.  Broadwater  GP,  63  on  Mar  16th  and  130 
on  Dec  15th.  Denham  Studios  GP,  62  on  Mar  3rd.  Highway  Farm  Pools, 
Harefield,  80  on  Feb  24th.  Kempton  Park  Racecourse,  60  on  Mar  7th. 
Kempton  Park  Res,  318  on  Jan  13th  and  155  on  Nov  24th.  King 
George  VI  Res,  290  on  Feb  17th  and  304  on  Oct  27th.  Ponders  End 
Lake,  55  on  Jan  9th  and  83  on  Dec  7th.  Shepperton  GP,  15  on  Nov 
16th.  Staines  Res,  190  on  Jan  11th,  two  males  and  a  female  from  May 
30th  to  June  1st  and  96  on  Oct  5th.  Stoke  Newington  Res,  1 1  on  Oct  13th. 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  11  on  Nov  20th.  Wraysbury  GP,  71  on  Jan  13th  and  122 
on  Nov  17th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  58  on  Feb  19th  and  10  on  Dec  25th.  Sevenoaks 
Reserve,  23  on  Nov  9th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  10  on  Sept  15th.  Beddington  SF,  22  on  Oct  26th. 
Holmethorpe  SP,  21  on  Oct  10th.  Island  Bam  Res,  15  on  Dec  7th.  Pen 
Ponds,  Richmond  Park,  178  on  Nov  9th.  Walton  Res,  380  in  February 
and  57  in  December. 

67  Gadwall  Anas  strepera 

Winter  1991/92.  See  Table  1.  The  index  continued  to  rise  and  reached 
yet  another  new  record  level. 

1991.  Details  of  breeding  and  summering  birds,  peak  monthly  counts 
from  main  localities  and  the  remaining  highest  county  counts  are 
given  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Belhus  Woods  CP 

44 

40 

20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35 

50 

Netherhall  GP 

80 

80 

20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35 

Walthamstow  Res 

27 

51 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

33 

25 

H 

Amwell  GP 

127 

138 

40 

11 

20 

70 

70 

97 

82 

Cheshunt  GP 

- 

30 

- 

- 

- 

- 

174 

275 

310 

Hilfield  Park  Res 

31 

- 

10 

2 

5 

28 

94 

39 

50 

Rye  Meads 

72 

195 

38 

40 

66 

70 

61 

101 

140 

Stocker’s  Lake 

25 

18 

12 

2 

30 

16 

6 

4 

110 

M 

Broadwater  GP 

- 

- 

6 

6 

60 

20 

40 

59 

60 

Kempton  Park  Res 

169 

127 

1 

- 

22 

80 

46 

139 

61 

King  George  VI  Res 

15 

56 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

11 

- 

Staines  Res 

45 

- 

39 

4 

- 

32 

1 

3 

- 

B 

Tilehouse  GP 

100 

6 

11 

2 

53 

- 

- 

28 

32 

Wraysbury  GP 

82 

- 

12 

- 

- 

- 

47 

81 

- 

S 

Bam  Elms  Res 

41 

43 

32 

11 

6 

16 

29 

54 

48 

Richmond  Park 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

42 

88 

114 

Thorpe  Park 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

22 

70 

94 

285 

***"!■  i 


ABOVE:  Great  Northern  Diver  at  Stone  Marsh ,  December  1991 . 
(Photo:  Tim  Losebyl Avian) 


BELOW:  Shag  at  Brent  Reservoir,  November  1991 
(Photo:  Bob  Watts) 
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E  Belhus  Woods  CP,  three  pairs  summered.  Fishers  Green,  one  brood 
seen;  101  on  Oct  26th  and  167  on  Nov  2nd.  Rainham  Marsh,  two  pairs 
summered.  King  George  V  Res,  up  to  72  in  February.  Roydon  GP,  71 
on  Jan  16th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  four  broods  seen.  Cheshunt  GP,  one  pair  summered. 
Maple  Lodge  NR,  one  brood  seen.  Panshanger,  one  brood  in  June  and 
94  on  June  23rd.  Rye  Meads,  11  or  12  broods.  Tilehouse  North  GP, 
cl 00  on  Jan  16th. 

M  Brent  Res,  two  pairs  summered.  Broadwater  GP,  one  pair  summered. 
King  George  VI  Res,  one  pair  in  June.  Queen  Mary  GP,  81  in 
February.  Staines  Res,  up  to  two  birds  in  June  and  July. 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  60  on  Nov  2nd. 

K  Littlebrook  GP,  up  to  65  in  February.  Thamesmead,  34  in  January. 

S  River  Ember  at  Moseley,  114  on  Feb  16th.  Walton  Res,  two  males  and 
a  female  on  June  4th. 

69  Teal  Anas  crecca 

Winter  1991/92.  See  Table  1.  Last  year’s  rise  after  a  period  of  decline 
was  continued  in  winter  1991/92  mainly  thanks  to  a  sharp  influx  of 
the  species  in  January. 

1991.  One  pair  was  proved  to  breed  this  year  and  about  eight  additional 
pairs  summered  and  probably  bred.  Peak  monthly  counts  from  principal 
localities  are  shown  in  tabular  form  and  details  of  summer  records  and 
the  remaining  highest  monthly  counts  are  given  in  the  text. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

King  George  V  Res 

600 

600 

- 

- 

- 

200 

- 

- 

- 

Rainham  Marsh 

300 

1200 

500 

40 

- 

50 

100 

250 

500 

West  Thurrock 

250 

200 

200 

- 

40 

40 

250 

200 

250 

H 

Amwell  GP 

69 

64 

15 

16 

22 

58 

57 

61 

53 

Hilfield  Park  Res 

135 

119 

105 

25 

6 

45 

107 

80 

15 

Rye  House  Marsh 

102 

75 

57 

17 

32 

82 

74 

123 

- 

Rye  Meads 

63 

143 

55 

7 

4 

11 

55 

120 

214 

Stocker’s  Lake 

10 

98 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

27 

M 

Brent  Res 

81 

78 

67 

35 

20 

55 

120 

49 

51 

Kempton  Park  Res 

4 

702 

1195 

- 

15 

102 

202 

290 

390 

King  George  VI  Res 

96 

135 

8 

- 

10 

54 

- 

312 

230 

Staines  Res 

246 

74 

2 

- 

- 

55 

1 

- 

83 

K 

Dartford  Marsh 

20 

130 

67 

- 

- 

5 

1 

2 

105 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

93 

77 

32 

10 

- 

23 

42 

47 

80 

Thamesmead 

610 

All 

206 

- 

- 

70 

- 

102 

369 

S 

Bam  Elms  Res 

38 

64 

42 

15 

1 

36 

40 

75 

109 

Beddington  SF 

13 

160 

50 

40 

10 

100 

92 

100 

100 

Walton  Res 

940 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

48 

— 

263 

104 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  two  pairs  summered.  Rainham  Marsh,  four  pairs 
summered.  Sewardstone,  one  pair  summered.  Wm  Girling  Res,  300  on 
Dec  31st. 

H  Amwell  GP,  up  to  three  birds  in  June.  Maple  Lodge  NR,  one  in  late 
June.  Rye  House  Marsh,  three  on  June  30th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  one  on 
June  25th.  Cheshunt  GP,  87  on  Dec  5th. 

M  Brent  Res,  one  pair  bred  producing  a  brood  of  eight  in  August. 
Kempton  Park  Res,  three  males  at  the  end  of  June.  King  George  VI 
Res,  a  male  on  June  15th.  Staines  Res,  a  male  on  June  8th.  River 
Colne  at  Broadwater  GP,  100  on  Feb  14th. 
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B  Wraysbury  GP,  41  on  Jan  13th. 

K  Crossness,  395  on  Feb  1 1th. 

S  Hogsmill  SF,  150+  on  Feb  12th. 

70  Mallard  Anas  platyrhynchos 

Winter  1991/92.  See  Table  1.  A  mild  recovery  in  the  index  but  it  is 
becoming  increasing  clear  that  the  number  of  Mallards  in  the  Area 
in  winter  is  relatively  stable. 

1991.  Highest  county  counts,  other  counts  in  excess  of  300  (100  in  Inner 
London)  and  large  breeding  populations  are  given  below. 

E  Hainault  Forest,  seven  or  eight  broods.  Rainham  Marsh,  12+  broods; 
300  in  February,  335  in  October. 

H  Amwell  GP,  15  broods;  300  in  January,  336  in  February,  306  in 
September,  442  in  November  and  402  in  December.  Gade  Valley,  23  pairs 
in  Summer.  Rye  Meads,  23  broods.  Verulamium  Lake,  328  on  an  5th. 

M  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  ten  pairs  bred.  St  James’s  Park,  16 
broods  at  least;  1 1 1  on  Dec  19th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  1 16  on  Jan  13th. 

K  Thamesmead,  309  on  Jan  1st. 

72  Pintail  Anas  acuta 

A  huge  number  of  records  this  year  but  only  one  sizeable  flock,  25  at 
Rainham  Marsh  in  February.  Many  of  the  records  of  small  numbers  of 
birds  were  in  response  to  the  hard  weather  in  early/mid-February  which 
clearly  caused  a  widespread  influx  into  the  London  Area.  The  presence  of 
a  displaying  pair  at  Rainham  Marsh  is  encouraging  although  these  are  not 
thought  to  have  bred.  A  male  once  again  appeared  at  Brent  Res  in  June. 
All  records  are  given  below  but  summarised  for  the  main  localities. 

E  Buckhurst  Hill  GP,  one  on  Feb  1 1th.  Dagenham  Chase,  four  on  Oct  13th. 
Fishers  Green,  one  on  Feb  14th.  Hall  Marsh,  one  from  Mar  11th  to  Apr 
8th.  King  George  V  Res,  one  from  Feb  8th  to  14th.  two  from  Feb  21st  to 
Mar  3rd  and  one  on  Oct  30th.  Rainham  Marsh,  one  pair  in  April/May 
were  noted  displaying  but  are  not  thought  to  have  bred;  three  from  Jan 
19th  to  Feb  2nd,  four  on  Feb  9th,  25  on  Feb  16th.  15  on  Feb  23rd.  seven 
on  Feb  26th,  five  on  Mar  2nd.  four  from  Mar  16th  to  29th  and  singles  on 
Sept  15th  and  Oct  21st.  Sewardstone,  one  on  Feb  14th.  Walthamstow 
Res,  one  intermittently  from  Jan  13th  to  Mar  31st,  two  on  Nov  24th  and 
one  from  Dec  1st  to  22nd.  West  Thurrock,  singles  on  Feb  16th  and  Mar 
10th.  Wm  Girling  Res,  four  on  Feb  9th,  a  pair  from  Feb  11th  to  18th, 
three  on  Mar  1st  and  two  on  Mar  14th  and  seven  on  Oct  24th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Jan  30th,  seven  on  Feb  4th  gradually  falling 
throughout  February  until  the  last  one  on  Mar  12th.  one  from  Sept  1st  to 
Dec  31st  when  two  were  present.  Bowyers  GP.  one  on  Feb  6th. 
Cheshunt  GP,  one  on  Mar  22nd.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  two  from  Jan  13th 
to  Feb  6th,  three  on  Oct  8th  rising  to  four  from  Oct  11th  to  13th. 
Maple  Lodge  NR,  singles  on  Feb  24th,  Mar  21st  and  30th,  Apr  2nd 
and  28th  and  May  1st.  Rye  Meads,  one  from  Feb  10th  to  16th  with  a 
different  one  on  18th,  one  from  Sept  13th  to  21st  and  one  on  Nov  30th. 
Stanstead  Abbotts  GP.  one  on  Feb  16th  and  17th.  Stocker's  Lake,  one  on 
Apr  1 1th. 
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M  Brent  Res,  one  male  from  June  6th  to  Sept  7th.  Broadwater  GP, 
singles  on  July  21st  and  Aug  15th.  Kempton  Park  Res,  one  from  Mar 
2nd  to  22nd  and  on  Sept  22nd.  King  George  VI  Res,  one  on  Oct  12th. 
Osterley  Park,  one  on  Feb  14th.  Perry  Oaks  SF,  two  on  Feb  17th. 
Queen  Mary  Res,  one  on  Aug  3rd,  nine  flew  S  on  Sept  15th  and  nine 
also  flew  W  on  Sept  19th.  Ponders  End  Lake,  one  on  Dec  28th. 
Rammey  Marsh,  two  on  Mar  3rd  and  one  on  Aug  14th.  Staines  Res,  ten 
on  Mar  30th  and  three  on  Nov  23rd.  Wood  Green  Res,  three  on  Feb 
8th  and  five  on  Feb  9th. 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  two  on  Feb  16th. 

K  Chipstead  Lake,  one  on  Feb  16th.  Crossness,  six  on  Feb  11th. 
Dartford  Marsh,  three  on  Jan  5th  and  one  on  Feb  1 1th.  Downham,  one  on 
May  12th  was  probably  an  escape.  Erith  Marshes,  two  on  Feb  17th.  Foots 
Cray  Meadows,  one  from  Feb  10th  to  17th.  Ruxley  GP,  one  from  Feb  2nd 
to  10th,  two  on  Feb  23rd  and  Mar  9th  and  one  on  June  2nd.  Sevenoaks 
Reserve,  one  in  February  and  November.  Thamesmead,  up  to  four  in 
February  and  six  in  March. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  May  10th,  two  on  Aug  23rd  and  five  flew  W 
on  Aug  29th.  Beddington  SF,  14  on  Jan  28th,  two  in  February,  up  to  three 
in  March,  one  on  Apr  3rd  and  one  on  Oct  7th.  Buckland  SP,  one  on  Feb 
20th.  Carshalton  Ponds,  one  on  Feb  13th.  Holmethorpe  SP,  one  from  Feb 
23rd  to  26th,  seven  on  Oct  10th,  one  from  Oct  27th  to  29th,  four  on  Nov 
19th,  one  from  Nov  20th  to  Dec  19th.  River  Ember  at  Molesey,  one  from 
Feb  10th  to  16th.  Ravensbury  Park,  one  on  the  River  Wandle  with  Smew 
on  Feb  12th.  Waddon  Ponds,  one  on  Feb  16th.  Watermeads,  two  from 
Feb  15th  to  17th.  Walton  Res,  seven  on  Feb  2nd. 

1986  Additional  Record 

E  King  George  V  Res,  a  drake  on  Feb  19th. 

1990  Additional  Record 

E  King  George  V  Res,  two  on  Sept  17th  and  three  from  Sept  27th  to 
29th. 

73  Garganey  Anas  querquedula 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  a  drake  and  a  juvenile  on  Aug  4th  with  the  juvenile 
remaining  to  Aug  5th  and  a  different  juvenile  on  Aug  15th 
(KB,AAB,MS/i).  Hall  Marsh,  a  male  on  Aug  14th,  one  from  Aug  18th 
to  22nd  and  a  male  on  Aug  27th  (APr,TH  et  al ).  King  George  V  Res, 
a  female  from  Sept  12th  to  Oct  1st  (RMC,DL/  et  al).  Rainham  Marsh, 
a  displaying  pair  on  May  6th  looked  very  settled  but  could  not  be 
found  on  subsequent  visits  (MAH)  although  a  female  was  there  on 
June  19th  (SRP).  Wm  Girling  Res,  an  adult  and  a  juvenile  from  Aug 
29th  to  Sept  2nd  (RMC  et  al). 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  male  on  Apr  28th  (GCG,BR,GJW)  and  one  from  Aug  21st 
to  Sept  10th  (BR  et  al).  Maple  Lodge  NR,  a  pair  from  Apr  30th  to 
May  6th  (SJC,PLs  et  al)  and  from  on  Aug  3rd  to  Sept  26th  (SJC,JAT 
et  al)  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  Aug  3rd  (RRD).  Tyttenhanger  GP,  a 
male  from  Mar  30th  to  Apr  2nd  was  found  dead  on  Apr  6th 
(GSE,SMy,SPc  et  al). 

M  Kempton  Park  Res,  two  males  and  a  female  on  June  21st  and  two  from 
Aug  9th  to  23rd  (CL  et  al).  Staines  Res,  two  males  on  May  1 1th  with  one 
remaining  to  14th  (PN  et  al). 
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S  Beddington  SF,  one  on  July  1st,  a  different  bird  on  2nd,  two  from 
13th  to  24th,  one  on  30th  and  one  from  Aug  2nd  to  7th  (BBR,AM). 
Holmethorpe  SP,  a  male  on  Apr  26th  (SWG  et  al )  and  a  female  on  Jul 
16th  (GWJH  et  al). 

A  poor  year  for  this  species.  Autumn  passage  was  sparse  with  about 
sixteen  records  only.  The  spring  records  at  Rainham  Marsh  and 
Maple  Lodge  NR  raised  the  possibility  of  breeding  but  no  proof  was 
obtained  in  either  case.  The  first  record  was  on  Mar  30th  at 
Tyttenhanger  GP  and  last  was  the  King  George  V  Res  bird  present 
from  Sept  12th  to  Oct  1st. 

75  Shoveler  Anas  clypeata 

Winter  1991/92.  See  Table  1.  After  last  year’s  extraordinary  rise  the 
Index  fell  back  but  is  nonetheless  at  the  second  highest  level  ever. 

1991.  About  18  pairs  summered  but  only  five  broods  were  seen  -  at  Hall 
Marsh  and  Amwell  GP.  Many  of  the  birds  reported  in  late  June  were 
probably  early  returning  migrants.  Numbers  were  lower  than  in  1990  in 
both  winter  periods  and  on  spring  and  autumn  passage.  Details  of 
breeding  and  summering  birds,  peak  monthly  counts  from  principal 
localities  (those  where  more  than  100  were  recorded  at  some  time  during 
the  year)  in  tabular  form,  the  remaining  highest  county  counts  and 
notable  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Walthamstow  Res 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

130 

143 

140 

H 

Amwell  GP 

46 

40 

52 

15 

182 

212 

140 

94 

56 

Rye  Meads 

91 

133 

30 

7 

41 

36 

50 

40 

120 

Stocker’s  Lake 

113 

200 

36 

29 

140 

121 

41 

97 

70 

M 

Brent  Res 

7 

6 

4 

2 

161 

137 

130 

43 

9 

Broadwater  GP 

- 

43 

2 

4 

5 

60 

50 

200 

60 

Kempton  Park  Res 

92 

271 

118 

- 

45 

68 

15 

219 

66 

King  George  VI  Res 

9 

9 

40 

- 

5 

65 

- 

117 

143 

Queen  Mary  Res 

- 

115 

- 

299 

30 

- 

364 

15 

Staines  Res 

46 

12 

SI 

88 

165 

103 

167 

10 

98 

Wraysbury  Res 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

144 

156 

- 

- 

s 

Bam  Elms  Res 

56 

42 

98 

25 

39 

50 

111 

33 

116 

Walton  Res 

86 

44 

124 

6 

126 

200 

187 

291 

120 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP,  two  or  three  pairs  summered.  Berwick  Ponds,  two 
pairs  summered.  Fishers  Green,  one  pair  summered;  51  on  Nov  8th. 
Hall  Marsh,  three  broods.  Navestock.  one  pair  summered.  Rainham 
Marsh,  four  pairs  summered.  Walthamstow'  Res,  a  pair  in  June. 

H  Amwell  GP.  up  to  seven  in  June;  two  broods  seen.  Broxboume  GP.  a 
male  on  June  1st.  Cheshunt  GP,  one  pair  summered.  Hilfield  Park 
Res,  one  pair  on  June  26th.  Maple  Cross  NR,  up  to  six  in  June.  Rye 
Meads,  four  on  June  22nd. 

M  Brent  Res,  two  pairs  summered.  Shepperton  GP,  160  on  Sept  17th.  Inner 
London :  Kensington  Gardens,  up  to  25  in  January  and  December. 
Regent's  Park,  66  on  Jan  2nd. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  17  on  Nov  17th. 

K  Thamesmead,  54  on  Jan  1st. 

S  Wimbledon  Park,  75  on  Mar  3rd. 
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76  Red-crested  Pochard  Netta  rufina 

All  records  are  shown  below.. The  vast  majority,  if  not  all  of  these,  relate 
to  escaped/feral  birds  (see  LBR  55:  76). 

E  King  George  V  Res,  two  males  from  Feb  4th  to  9th  (RMC  et  al ),  a 
female  on  Feb  7th  (PL)  and  two  males  on  July  27th  (GJW).  Wm 
Girling  Res,  the  two  males  from  King  George  V  Res  also  visited  here 
from  Feb  7th  to  9th  (RMC). 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  male  on  July  22nd  (BR,GJW).  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  female 
on  Jan  18th  (JWt).  Tilehouse  GP,  a  female  on  Feb  19th  (SJC). 

M  Alexandra  Park,  a  male  on  Mar  29th  (GN).  Brent  Res,  a  female  from  Mar 
9th  to  11th  (WHCG).  Broadwater  GP,  singles  on  Jan  15th  (JWH), 
Sept  8th  (JAT),  Sept  28th  (JE)  and  from  Oct  5th  to  9th  (MT /).  Bushy 
Park,  two  males  on  Feb  17th  (NMs,SM/)  and  a  male  on  Dec  27th 
(RJI).  Hadley  Common  Pond,  a  male  on  July  6th  (TJL/?).  New  River, 
Wood  Green,  a  male  from  Feb  12th  to  15th  (DAs,RA,GN).  River  Lea 
at  Tottenham  Hale,  a  male  on  Feb  8th  (DLr).  Shepperton  GP,  a 
female  seen  from  Jan  22nd  to  3 1st,  Mar  14th  to  28th  and  May  3rd  and  4th 
(CL,JAS  et  al)  and  one  on  Nov  17th.  Stoke  Newington  Res,  three  on  Oct 
13th  and  two  on  Nov  10th  (GCG).  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  a  shy, 
full-winged  pair  on  Dec  29th  (ARD). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  a  pair  on  Mar  10th,  Aug  26th,  four  in  September  and  one 
in  October  (BPA,RBH,JWM  et  al).  Claremont  Lake,  Esher,  three  on  Jan 
20th  (SJS).  Lonsdale  Road  Res,  one  from  Aug  25th  to  Sept  29th  with  two 
on  Sept  15th  (SBr,RPc).  Walton  Res,  one  on  Oct  15th  and  two  on  Dec 
7th  (MDv,IMS). 

77  Pochard  Aythyaferina 

Winter  1991/92.  See  Table  1.  A  sharp  rise  in  the  Index  thanks  mainly 
to  an  influx  of  this  species  in  January  and  February.  The  index  is 
back  above  100  for  the  first  time  since  1986/87. 

1991.  Yet  another  increase  in  the  number  of  summering  birds  and 
broods  seen  with  a  possible  maximum  of  70  pairs  breeding.  There 
were  no  especially  large  moulting  flocks  present  this  year.  Details  of 
breeding  and  summering  birds,  peak  monthly  counts  from  the  principal 
localities  (those  where  more  than  200  were  reported  at  some  time  during 
the  year)  in  tabular  form,  the  remaining  highest  counts  in  each  county  and 
notable  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 


E 

Walthamstow  Res 

Jan 

226 

Feb 

323 

Mar 

81 

Apt- 

32 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

190 

Dec 

144 

H 

Hilfield  Park  Res 

- 

- 

- 

- 

207 

145 

- 

80 

75 

M 

Broadwater  GP 

- 

287 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

51 

- 

Staines  Res 

327 

227 

- 

- 

- 

32 

284 

176 

284 

s 

Bam  Elms  Res 

38 

26 

30 

— 

101 

192 

178 

38 

83 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  up  to  ten  pairs  summered,  three  broods  seen.  Fishers 
Green,  one  brood  of  four.  Rainham  GP,  up  to  nine  pairs  summered, 
seven  broods  seen.  Walthamstow  Res,  at  least  1 1  broods  seen.  Rainham 
Marsh,  160  on  the  River  Thames  during  hard  weather  on  Feb  16th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  several  pairs  summered  but  no  broods  seen.  Rye  House 
Marsh,  one  brood  of  five.  Rye  Meads,  five  broods  totalling  17  young. 
Stocker’s  Lake,  two  broods  but  no  young  survived;  154  on  Jan  7th. 
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M  Alexandra  Park,  two  pairs  bred.  Brent  Res,  one  or  two  broods  seen. 
Canons  Lake,  Edgware,  one  brood.  Tottenham  Cemetery,  two  pairs 
bred.  Wood  Green  Res,  one  pair  bred.  King  George  VI  Res,  185  on 
Dec  12th.  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  20  pairs  bred.  St  James’s 
Park,  at  least  seven  broods;  36  on  Mar  15th.  Hyde  Park/Kensington 
Gardens,  60  on  February  25th. 

B  Tilehouse  GP,  two  pairs  bred.  Wraysbury  GP,  92  on  Nov  17th. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  1 16  on  Dec  22nd. 

S  Inner  London:  River  Thames  at  Chelsea  Reach,  12  on  Feb  10th. 

79  Ferruginous  Duck  Aythya  nyroca 

One  record  of  an  autumn  migrant. 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  first-winter  male  for  ten  minutes  on  Sept  9th  (GJW  et  al). 

80  Tufted  Duck  Aythya  fuligula 

Winter  1991/92.  See  Table  1.  The  second  consecutive  50  per  cent 
increase  in  the  index  was  again  due  to  a  considerable  influx  in 
February  which  accounted  for  the  peak  count  of  4,255  birds. 

1991.  The  total  number  of  broods  reported  was  well  up  from  1990 
and  reports  came  from  slightly  fewer  sites  thereby  indicating  a  good 
breeding  season.  Breeding  status  is  summarised  by  county  in  the 
following  table: 


1990  - 

Broods 

Essex 

51 

Herts 

90 

Middx 

24 

Inner 

London 

18 

Bucks 

2 

Kent 

2 

Surrey 

6 

Total 

193 

- 

Sites 

10 

7 

17 

2 

2 

2 

6 

46 

1991  - 

Broods 

46 

117 

21 

29 

1 

7 

18 

239 

— 

Sites 

8 

8 

12 

4 

1 

2 

9 

44 

Large  moulting  flocks  built  up  in  late  summer  and  early  autumn  at 
Wm  Girling  Res  and  Staines  Res  but  the  overall  number  of  moulting 
birds  using  the  London  reservoirs  was  down  on  last  year.  The  only 
four  figure  winter  count  came  from  Walthamstow  Res  in  February. 
There  were  some  notable  movements  during  the  hard  weather  in 
February  with  birds  (presumably  from  frozen  waters)  turning  up  in 
large  numbers  in  unlikely  locations.  Peak  monthly  counts  from 
principal  localities  (where  more  than  500  were  reported  at  some  time 
during  the  year)  in  tabular  form,  the  remaining  highest  county  counts  and 
notable  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 


E 

Walthamstow  Res 

Jan 

804 

Feb 

1408 

Mar 

506 

Jul 

610 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

703 

Dec 

901 

Wm  Girling  Res 

- 

- 

- 

1195 

1143 

- 

- 

- 

- 

H 

Rye  Meads 

152 

670 

186 

230 

- 

358 

200 

200 

227 

M 

King  George  VI  Res 

93 

91 

- 

589 

744 

109 

.- 

176 

- 

Staines  Res 

298 

282 

67 

1232 

1513 

296 

265 

184 

215 

S 

Bam  Elms  Res 

91 

270 

107 

190 

363 

548 

351 

146 

759 

E  Leyton/Hackney,  410  during  hard  weather  on  February  10th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  up  to  3 14  in  November. 

M  Stoke  Newington  Res,  239  on  Feb  17th.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/ 
Kensington  Gardens,  up  to  100  in  February  and  March.  St  James’s 
Park,  141  on  Feb  20th  was  the  maximum  count  received.  Victoria 
Park,  up  to  150  in  February. 
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B  Wraysbury  GP,  470  on  Jan  13th. 

K  Thamesmead,  299  on  Feb  1st. 

S  Walton  Res,  437  on  Aug  20th.  Inner  London :  River  Thames  at  Chelsea 
Reach,  160  on  Feb  10th.  River  Thames  at  Temple,  80  on  Feb  11th. 
Surrey  Docks,  up  to  100  in  March. 

81  Scaup  Aythya  marila 

An  extraordinary  year  for  this  species.  There  was  an  obvious  influx  in 
response  to  the  hard  weather  in  February  which  was  most  apparent  in  the 
east  of  the  Area,  particularly  on  the  Lower  Thames  and  at  the  Lea  Valley 
Reservoirs.  Some  of  the  birds  arriving  at  this  time  found  many  of  the 
larger  waters  frozen  and  readily  took  to  smaller  ponds  and  rivers  until  the 
weather  improved.  With  much  duplication  of  records  as  birds  moved 
from  one  water  to  another,  it  is  difficult  to  estimate  just  how  many  birds 
were  recorded  in  1991  but  a  total  of  130  may  be  about  right.  The 
unseasonal  bird  in  July  at  William  Girling  Res  is  of  note.  All  records  are 
shown  below. 

E  Bully  Mill,  Stratford,  five  on  Feb  1 1th.  Fairlop  Lake,  a  female  from  Jan 
1st  to  Mar  12th  occasionally  visited  Chigwell  Res,  a  different  female  on 
May  24th  and  another  female  from  Nov  21st  to  year  end  (AAB  et  al ). 
Fishers  Green,  a  male  on  Feb  6th  (AAB).  Hackney,  five  on  River  Lea  on 
Feb  13th  were  presumably  the  same  as  those  at  Stratford  on  Feb  11th, 
also  one  on  Feb  16th.  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Feb  11th,  two  on  Mar 
1st  rising  to  three  from  Mar  2nd  to  8th,  four  on  Mar  12th,  one  from  Mar 
13th  to  May  8th  (AAB,RMC,SCr,PJV  et  al)  and  five  on  Nov  20th 
(RMC).  Netherhall  GP,  one  on  Mar  18th  (ADW)  and  one  on  Apr  28th 
(GJW).  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  12  present  on  the  River  Thames  from  Feb 
21st  to  26th  (AAB,KB,MKD,SRP  et  al),  four  to  five  were  on  the  lagoons 
from  Mar  2nd  to  Apr  6th,  decreasing  to  one  present  until  May  6th 
(AAB,MKD,SRP  et  al)  and  one  on  Dec  21st  and  27th  (MKD,SRP). 
Roydon  GP,  two  on  Dec  8th  (AH/)  and  one  on  Dec  11th  (ADW). 
Walthamstow  Res,  a  female  on  Feb  7th  and  8th,  four  on  Feb  10th,  one  on 
Feb  16th,  12  on  Feb  17th,  ten  on  Feb  24th,  four  on  Mar  1st,  five  on  Mar 
2nd,  three  from  Mar  3rd  to  6th,  one  from  Mar  17th  to  Apr  24th  and 
one  on  Dec  15th  (AAB,SCr,DL?,PL,PJV  et  al).  Wm  Girling  Res,  a  male 
on  Feb  16th,  two  on  Feb  18th,  a  female  on  Apr  18th,  a  male  from  July  6th 
to  Aug  17th,  one  on  Sept  2nd,  three  on  Oct  17th,  two  on  Nov  29th,  one 
from  Dec  10th  to  12th  and  one  on  Dec  27th  increasing  to  two  on  28th 
(SCr,RMC,PJV,GJW  et  al).  West  Thurrock,  a  female  on  Feb  13th  (MKD). 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  male  on  Feb  23rd  (JBs).  Bowyers  GP,  a  male  on  Feb  5th 
(GJW).  Cheshunt  GP,  one  from  Oct  29th  to  Nov  1st  (ADW  et  al).  Rye 
Meads,  a  male  from  Feb  1 8th  to  Mar  9th  and  a  female  from  Nov  23rd  to 
Dec  8th  (RMRG  et  al).  Stanstead  Abbotts  GP,  five  on  Feb  8th  (GJW), 
two  males  from  Nov  9th  to  l(3th  (AHr  et  al),  a  female  from  Nov  14th  to 
Dec  10th  (GJW  et  al),  a  male  from  Nov  29th  to  Dec  11th  (MI)  and  a 
female  from  Dec  6th  to  10th  (AHr, MI).  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  female  on  Mar 
27th  (TB). 

M  Brent  Res,  one  from  Mar  9th  to  30th  (BAC,JPC,RJW  et  al).  Broadwater 
GP,  two  females  on  Mar  29th  (AVM)  and  a  male  from  Dec  1st  to  7th 
(JE,CL).  East  Twickenham,  a  male  from  Feb  11th  to  15th  (MBe). 
Tottenham  Hale,  a  male  on  the  River  Lea  on  Feb  8th  (DLr).  Staines  Res, 
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one  on  Feb  8th  (CDRH),  five  on  Feb  12th  (CL),  and  two  on  Mar  24th 
(RBH.AVM.PN).  Wraysbury  Res,  one  on  Oct  30th  (CL). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  on  Nov  6th  (CDRH). 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  two  on  Mar  29th  (AJM),  Littlebrook  Lake,  nine  on  Feb 
8th  (BEW),  Stone  Marshes,  three  on  Dec  12th  (BEW).  Thamesmere 
Lakes,  one  from  Oct  28th  to  Nov  1 1th  (NRW). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  from  Dec  13th  to  18th  was  also  seen  at  Lonsdale 
Road  Res  on  Dec  12th  and  from  19th  to  31st  (GG  et  al).  Beddington  SF. 
one  on  May  5th  (BBR).  Cobham.  one  on  the  River  Mole  on  Feb  9th 
(PH/?).  Earlswood  Lake,  one  from  Feb  15th  to  20th  (GWJH).  Field 
Common  GP.  one  on  Feb  24th  (SJS).  Hampton,  one  on  the  Thames  on 
Feb  23rd  (GG).  Mitcham,  one  on  the  River  Wandle  on  Feb  17th  (RHK). 
Molesey,  one  on  the  Thames  from  Mar  6th  to  10th  (MDv.RJI).  Poulter 
Park,  one  on  the  River  Wandle  from  Feb  10th  to  15th.  Queen  Elizabeth  II 
Res,  three  on  Feb  15th  (CL).  Teddington,  one  on  the  Thames  on  Mar  30th 
(NM5,SM/).  Watermeads,  two  from  Feb  12th  to  24th  (MJN).  Inner 
London :  six  on  the  Thames  at  Chelsea  Reach  on  Feb  8th  (MG?). 

1990  Additional  Record 

E  Wm  Girling  Res,  a  male  on  July  29th  (SCr). 


86  Long-tailed  Duck  Clangula  hyemalis 

E  King  George  V  Res,  two  from  1990  remained  until  Feb  9th  (mo),  an 
immature  male  on  Mar  27th  (RMC)  and  a  juvenile  male  from  Oct  22nd 
to  Dec  12th  (RMC  et  al). 

M  Broadwater  GP,  a  juvenile/female  from  Oct  26th  to  year  end  (AVM.TS 
et  al).  Staines  Res,  a  juvenile  male  moulting  into  first-winter  from  Oct 
26th  to  year  end  (DJM5.PN.TS  et  al). 

Four  new  birds  and  the  long-staying  couple  from  1990  is  a  good 
showing.  Three  birds  arrived  within  four  days  of  each  other  in  late 
October. 


87  Common  Scoter  Melanitta  nigra 

E  Fairlop  Lake,  a  male  from  Oct  4th  to  1 1th  and  39  females/immatures  on 
Oct  24th  (AAB).  King  George  V  Res.  a  pair  on  Apr  12th  (SCr.PJV)  and 
14  on  May  6th  (AAB. SCr.PJV. PAB/).  Rainham  Marsh,  a  pair  on  the 
Thames  on  Mar  30th  (AAB.SRP).  West  Thurrock,  a  female/immature  on 
Oct  13th  (PJV).  Wm  Girling  Res,  a  pair  on  June  29th.  seven  on  Aug  13th 
and  three  from  Oct  22nd  to  Nov  5th  (RMC.PJV  et  al). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res,  seven  on  Jan  28th  (PP /). 

M  Brent  Res,  two  males  on  May  8th  (DR/)-  King  George  VI  Res,  a  male 
from  May  11th  to  18th  (PN  et  al).  Staines  Res,  a  female  on  July  26th 
(CL).  Wraysbury  Res,  eight  females/immatures  on  Oct  30th  (CL). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  three  (2  males)  on  Oct  9th  (CDRH)  and  four  (one 
male)  on  Dec  5th  (CL). 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  singles  on  Oct  26th.  Nov  9th  and  Dec  3rd  (SWR). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  five  (four  males)  on  Apr  24th  (RBH).  Holmethorpe 
SP,  five  (3  males)  on  July  3rd  (SWG.GWJH).  Walton  Res,  a  female  on 
Aug  8th  (SJS). 
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A  very  good  year  with  22  records  of  1 1 1  birds.  The  flock  of  39  birds  at 
Fairlop  Lake  in  late  October  is  the  third  largest  ever  recorded  in  the 
London  Area.  Records  were  spread  thoughout  the  year  with  birds 
reported  in  every  month  except  February  and  September. 

89  Velvet  Scoter  Melanitta  fusca 

E  Wm  Girling  Res,  one  on  Oct  24th  was  probably  an  adult  female 
(RMC,PJV  et  al ). 

M  Staines  Res,  a  female  from  Nov  1st  to  Dec  20th  (JMW  et  al)  and  an 
immature  male  on  Nov  21st  (CL). 

An  autumn  influx  of  this  scarce  species  in  the  London  Area.  The  Essex 
bird  coincided  with  a  large  arrival  of  Common  Scoters,  also  in  the  east  of 
the  Area. 

91  Goldeneye  Bucephala  clangula 

Winter  1991/92.  See  Table  1.  The  index  rose  by  17  per  cent  and  is 
now  back  to  its  1988/89  level. 

1991.  The  total  in  the  first  winter  period  was  well  up  on  last  year  with 
three  figure  counts  coming  from  Staines  Res  and  King  George  V  Res. 
Numbers  were  more  normal  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Peak  monthly  counts 
from  principal  localities  (where  more  than  fifteen  were  reported  at 
sometime  during  the  year)  are  given  below  in  tabular  form.  No  birds 
summered  this  year  but  there  was  a  female  at  King  George  VI  Res  from 
July  27th  to  Sept  8th.  There  were  no  Inner  London  records. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

King  George  V  Res 

20 

- 

110 

50 

12 

- 

- 

Fishers  Green 

16 

12 

22 

- 

- 

22 

22 

Walthamstow  Res 

- 

16 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15 

Wm  Girling  Res 

- 

- 

67 

28 

14 

- 

- 

H 

Amwell  GP 

6 

13 

18 

8 

3 

8 

8 

Stocker’s  Lake 

12 

29 

10 

1 

1 

5 

6 

M 

Broadwater  GP 

11 

19 

23 

2 

2 

6 

11 

King  George  VI  Res 

9 

16 

14 

12 

6 

7 

8 

Shepperton  GP 

- 

- 

17 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Staines  Res 

35 

164 

128 

42 

25 

45 

56 

Wraysbury  Res 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

44 

- 

B 

Wraysbury  GP 

22 

30 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

s 

Walton  Res 

7 

20 

23 

17 

18 

24 

11 

Totals 

238 

319 

432 

161 

81 

165 

137 

93  Smew  Mergus  albellus 

The  best  year  for  this  species  since  1987.  This  was  almost  entirely  due  to 
an  expected  influx  during  the  hard  weather  in  February.  There  was  much 
interchange  between  different  waters  at  this  time,  especially  in  west 
London,  which  makes  numbers  impossible  to  estimate.  Double  figure 
flocks  were  reported  from  six  localities  with  a  widespread  scattering  of 
smaller  numbers,  including  many  on  rivers,  at  the  same  time.  Balanced 
against  this,  very  few  birds  were  present  during  the  second  winter  period. 
Numbers  in  the  Lea  Valley  remained  at  a  low  ebb.  All  records  are  given 
or  summarised  below  and  refer  to  redheads  unless  otherwise 
indicated. 
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E  Fairlop  Lake  and  Chigwell  Res,  one  on  Dec  11th.  Fishers  Green,  up 
to  four  (one  male)  in  January,  three  in  February  and  March;  only  two 
(males)  at  the  end  of  year  from  Dec  25th  to  31st.  King  George  V  Res,  one 
on  Jan  14th,  three  on  Feb  5th,  and  five  (two  males)  on  Feb  7th. 
Netherhall  GP.  one  on  Feb  17th  and  one  on  Dec  13th.  Walthamstow  Res, 
up  to  eight  (4  males)  in  February.  Wm  Girling  Res,  two  on  Jan  27th. 
West  Thurrock,  two  on  a  drainage  channel  on  Feb  13th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  in  January,  three  (one  male)  in  February  and  one 
from  Dec  25th  to  31st.  Cheshunt  GP,  two  (one  male)  on  Jan  15th  and 
Feb  22nd  and  one  male  on  Feb  24th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  Feb  2nd. 
Troy  Mill  GP.  one  on  Dec  15th. 

M  Broadwater  GP.  two  (one  male)  in  January  and  February;  up  to  three 
(one  male)  in  December.  Denham  Studios  GP,  two  on  Feb  14th. 
Hampton  Court  Park,  one  from  Feb  26th  to  Mar  1st.  Hampton  Filter 
Beds,  one  on  Feb  9th.  King  George  VI  Res,  18  (eight  males)  on  Feb 
17th  and  13  (two  males),  on  Mar  3rd.  Queen  Mary  GP.  one  male  on 
Feb  2nd.  Queen  Mary  Res,  two  (one  male)  on  Feb  10th  and  two  males 
on  Feb  17th.  Shepperton  GP.  14  (four  males)  on  Feb  12th.  Stanwell 
Moor  GP.  12  (four  males)  on  Feb  15th.  Staines  Res,  four  (two  males)  on 
Feb  6th  and  one  on  Mar  3rd.  Wraysbury  Res,  seven  (two  males)  on  Jan 
13th  and  two  (one  male)  on  Feb  17th.  Yiewsley  GP.  five  on  Feb  9th  and 
one  on  Feb  17th. 

B  Horton  GP.  14  (four  males)  in  January.  26  (12  males)  in  February,  six 
(four  males)  in  March  and  six  (three  males)  in  December.  Tilehouse  GP. 
two  (one  male)  in  January,  one  male  in  February  and  four  (one  male)  in 
December.  Wraysbury  GP.  seven  (two  males)  in  January,  18  (eight 
males)  in  February,  four  (one  male)  in  March,  and  one  in  December. 

K  Chipstead  Lake,  one  from  Feb  9th  to  16th.  Littlebrook  GP/Stone 
Marshes  up  to  seven  (two  males)  in  February'.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  up  to 
three  in  February7. 

S  Beddington  SF.  four  females  on  Jan  3rd.  one  female  on  Jan  7th  and 
16th  and  one  on  Feb  7th.  Buckland  SP,  five  on  Feb  15th.  Carshalton 
Ponds,  one  on  Feb  17th.  East  Molesey,  up  to  nine  on  the  River  Ember  in 
February7.  Holmethorpe  SP,  two  from  Feb  9th  to  15th  and  one  male  on 
Feb  25th.  Molesey  GP.  four  on  Feb  24th.  Ravensbury  Park,  one  on  the 
River  Wandle  from  Feb  10th  to  15th.  Teddinston.  one  on  the  Thames  on 
Feb  10th.  Thorpe  Park,  two  (one  male)  on  Jan  31st.  one  on  Feb  21st  and 
up  to  three  in  December.  Walton  Res,  one  on  Feb  21st  and  seven  (one 
male)  on  Dec  18th. 

94  Red-breasted  Merganser  Mergus  serrator 

A  better  than  average  year  with  twelve  records  involving  17  birds. 
Surprisingly  only  two  of  these  records  were  in  February,  the  period  in 
which  so  many  sea  ducks  appeared  in  the  Area  in  1991.  All  records  are 
given  below. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  a  female  on  May  7th  (RMC),  a  female/immature 
from  Oct  27th  to  29th  was  first  seen  at  Wm  Girling  Res  (RMC.PJV) 
and  a  male  from  Nov  30th  to  Dec  4th  (AAB  et  at).  Rainham  Marsh,  a 
male  on  the  River  Thames  on  Jan  19th  (MKD.SRP).  West  Thurrock, 
three  females/immatures  on  Oct  26th  (PJV).  Wm  Girling  Res,  a 
female/immature  on  Oct  27th  (PJV). 


2  a 
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M  Brent  Res,  a  male  on  Mar  26th  (MF).  Queen  Mary  Res,  two  males  and 
a  female  on  Feb  5th  departed  to  the  east  (JE).  Staines  Res,  two  males  on 
Jan  6th  (MDR). 

K  Thamesmead,  a  male  on  Gallions  Reach  on  Feb  17th  (FB,NRW). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  an  immature  male  on  Dec  1st  (GJFb?,TJL).  Holmethorpe 
SP,  a  male  on  Jan  1 8th  (JH«,GWJH)  and  a  female  on  Oct  27th  (GWJH). 


95  Goosander  Mergus  merganser 

Winter  1991/92.  The  index  was  up  by  almost  one  third  after  nearly 
doubling  last  year  and  reached  a  new  record  level.  The  fortunes  of 
this  most  attractive  duck  in  our  Area  have  certainly  improved  in 
recent  years. 

1991.  Peak  monthly  counts  from  principal  localities  (those  where 
more  than  15  were  reported  at  some  time  during  the  year)  are  given  in 
tabular  form  below  and  other  notable  records  are  given  in  the  text.  There 
were  no  Inner  London  records. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

King  George  V  Res 

31 

- 

- 

- 

- 

31 

29 

Wm  Girling  Res 

41 

41 

32 

- 

- 

- 

35 

Fishers  Green 

- 

29 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M 

King  George  VI  Res 

14 

17 

9 

5 

1 

9 

- 

Queen  Mary  Res 

18 

94 

17 

3 

- 

8 

10 

Staines  Res 

24 

15 

3 

4 

2 

6 

6 

Wildwoods  Lake 

18 

16 

1 1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Wraysbury  Res 

38 

60 

16 

- 

1 

7 

3 

B 

Wraysbury  GP 

6 

12 

4 

- 

- 

3 

26 

S 

Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res 

- 

63 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12 

Thorpe  Park 

22 

28 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Walton  Res 

— 

22 

25 

2 

— 

17 

11 

E  Buckhurst  Hill  GP,  seven  on  Feb  5th.  Connaught  Water,  Epping 
Forest,  two  on  Dec  7th.  Dagenham  Chase,  two  on  Dec  9th.  Highams 
Park,  seven  on  Jan  24th. 

Cheshunt  GP,  14  on  Feb  17th. 

Bushy  Park,  10  on  Jan  10th.  Hampton  Court  Park,  15  on  Dec  7th. 
Hampstead  Heath,  two  on  Dec  30th  was  only  the  second  record  for 
the  site.  King  George  VI  Res,  one  on  Aug  26th. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  in  January  and  two  in  February  were  the  only 
records  in  the  Kent  sector. 

96  Ruddy  Duck  Oxyura  jamaicensis 

Winter  1991/92.  Yet  another  new  high  for  the  index  of  this  species 
with  the  largest  ever  peak  count  in  January  1992. 

1991.  Four  broods  were  recorded.  Ruddy  Ducks  can  be  incredibly 
inconspicuous  during  the  breeding  season  so  some  of  the  other 
summer  records  may  have  involved  breeding  birds.  Every  indication 
is  that  both  wintering  and  breeding  numbers  of  this  species  continue  to 
increase.  Details  of  breeding  and  summering  birds,  peak  monthly  counts 
from  the  principal  localities  (those  where  more  than  ten  were  reported  at 


44 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  56  FOR  1991 


some  time  during  the  year)  in  tabular  form  and  Inner  London  records  are 


given  below. 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar  Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Wm  Girling  Res  - 

15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

H 

Hilfield  Park  Res  97 

117 

86 

38 

25 

40 

70 

83 

119 

Stocker’s  Lake  - 

3 

19 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M 

Brent  Res  2 

8 

8 

25 

38 

39 

26 

15 

2 

Broadwater  GP  91 

47 

67 

17 

- 

3 

9 

70 

65 

Queen  Mary  Res 

68 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

Shepperton  GP  1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

14 

- 

- 

- 

Staines  Res  — 

103 

27 

9 

- 

- 

1 

4 

55 

s 

Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res 

15 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Walton  Res  46 

83 

33 

- 

- 

- 

- 

59 

74 

E 

H 

Fishers  Green,  a  pair  in  late  May. 
Aldenham  Res,  a  pair  in  early  June 

.  Amwell  GP,  one 

pair  may 

have 

bred.  Cheshunt  GP,  two  pairs  summered.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  odd 
records  through  the  summer  and  two  broods  seen  in  late  August. 
Maple  Lodge  NR,  one  in  May  and  June.  Panshanger  Park,  two  males 
in  late  June,  one  in  July  and  two  in  August.  Rye  Meads,  up  to  three  males 
and  a  female  summered.  Stocker’s  Lake,  three  (two  males)  on  June  18th. 

M  Brent  Res,  up  to  20  in  July  and  two  broods  seen.  Clapton  Common,  one 
on  June  10th.  Grovelands  Park,  up  to  two  in  June.  New  River,  Amhurst 
Park,  one  on  June  21st.  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  up  to  three  wild 
birds  during  the  year  (ARD).  St  James’s  Park,  five  on  Feb  13th  (PJO) 
was  the  maximum  count. 

B  Tilehouse  GP,  a  pair  in  May  and  early  June  and  a  male  seen  on  June  9th. 
July  17th  and  Aug  17th. 

97  Honey  Buzzard  Pernis  apivorus 

H  Hook  Wood,  Northaw,  one  on  July  26th  (GJW). 

K  Petts  Wood,  one  on  June  9th  (M Cl). 

S  Hamm  Court,  Weybridge,  one  on  Aug  26th  (ATg.JGT).  Headley  Heath, 
one  flew  SW  on  June  5th  (AWT). 

With  only  one  record  in  the  previous  three  years  these  four  records  are 
somewhat  unexpected;  they  equal  the  best-ever  total  in  1981  and  take  the 
London  total  to  23.  The  two  June  sightings  were  the  fourth  and  fifth 
midsummer  sightings  and  raise  the  possibility  once  again  of  breeding  in 
the  Area. 

103  Marsh  Harrier  Circus  aeruginosus 

E  King  George  V  Res,  a  female  or  immature  flew  S  on  Oct  10th 
(RMC.KMy).  Navestock,  an  immature  on  Aug  21st  (JTS).  Rainham 
Marsh,  a  female  or  immature  on  Aug  17th  (SRP),  an  immature  male 
on  Aug  25th  (KB). 

H  Rye  Meads,  a  female  or  immature  on  May  4th  (RMRG),  an  immature 
on  Aug  17th  (RMRG)  and  a  female  or  immature  on  Oct  11th  (GJW). 
Tyttenhanger  GP,  a  female  or  immature  on  May  28th  (PHr). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  an  immature  on  May  23rd  (AJM.BEW). 

S  Beddington  SF,  a  female  flew  SE  on  Sept  16th  (BBR).  Dulwich,  a 
male  flew  over  on  Mar  25th  (PB b). 
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Eleven  records  this  year  is  the  second  best  year  total,  indeed  four  of  the 
best  ever  years  have  been  in  the  last  five  years.  Seven  of  the  1 1  were  in 
autumn,  an  unusually  high  proportion,  and  all  but  one  in  the  east  of  the 
Area  -  a  more  typical  pattern.  The  London  total  stands  at  about  90. 

104  Hen  Harrier  Circus  cyaneus 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  a  female  from  Nov  13th  to  16th  (WV  et  al ).  West 
Thurrock,  a  female  or  immature  on  Oct  19th  (PJV). 

S  Beddington  SF,  a  female  on  Oct  10th  (BBR). 

1990  Additional  Record 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  a  female  or  immature  flew  SW  on  Dec  9th  (GJH«). 

A  disappointing  year  with  only  three  sightings,  the  worst  year  since  a 
similar  total  in  1977.  The  average  per  annum  during  the  1980s  was  nearly 
ten.  The  Rainham  bird  was  the  first  to  stay  more  than  two  days  at  that  site 
for  nearly  two  years. 

107  Goshawk  Accipiter  gentilis 

E  Havering,  one,  probably  a  female,  flew  E  on  Aug  8th  (MKD).  Roding 
Valley,  one  on  Aug  29th  (NJI). 

The  tenth  and  eleventh  records,  with  four  of  those  occurring  in  the  last 
eight  years. 

108  Sparrowhawk  Accipiter  nisus 

Breeding  status  is  shown  in  the  table  below,  with  all  other  records 
summarised  under  the  county  headings  and  Inner  London  records  are 
given  in  full. 


Pairs  proved 
breeding 

Pairs  probably 
breeding 

Pairs  present  in 
breeding  season 

Totals 

Essex 

11 

6 

10 

27 

Herts 

6 

2 

8 

16 

Middx 

12 

2 

1 

15 

Bucks 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Kent 

2 

- 

1 

3 

Surrey 

43 

- 

1 

44 

74 

10 

22 

96 

A  slight  downturn  on  the  record  levels  of  1990,  but  still  the  second  best 
ever  year,  and  the  best  ever  year  in  terms  of  pairs  proved  breeding.  The 
huge  number  of  pairs  in  Surrey  was  thanks  mainly  to  the  diligence  of  one 
observer  (MJC)  who  found  36  breeding  pairs  in  this  sector.  Also 
encouraging  was  the  good  total  of  1 1  pairs  in  Essex,  where  no  more  than 
three  pairs  have  been  reported  breeding  since  at  least  the  1950s. 

E  An  excellent  total  of  1 1  pairs  bred,  with  reports  from  an  above  average  28 
sites. 

H  Six  pairs  recorded  breeding,  a  disappointing  decline  on  the  16  pairs 
reported  in  1990.  Reported  from  a  good  total  of  62  sites. 

M  A  total  of  12  pairs  raised  at  least  20  young,  with  one  brood  containing  six 
young,  of  which  five  fledged.  Reported  from  approximately  71  sites 
across  the  area.  Inner  London:  Chelsea,  SW3,  singles  on  Oct  3rd,  8th  and 
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20th.  Islington,  EC1,  one  on  Oct  18th.  Oxford  Street,  Wl,  one  on  Oct 
10th.  Primrose  Hill,  NW3,  one  or  two  seen  on  many  dates  throughout  the 
year.  Regent’s  Park,  a  pair  in  May  and  singles  from  August  to  December, 
with  three  on  Sept  5th.  St  James’s  Park,  one  on  Jan  27th.  Westminster, 
SW1,  one  on  Feb  28th. 

B  Reported  from  five  sites  during  the  year,  only  one  of  which  was  during 
the  breeding  season. 

K  Two  pairs  bred  successfully;  reported  from  a  total  of  30  sites  in  the  year. 

S  Forty  three  pairs  bred  (compared  with  31  in  1990).  Inner  London : 
Battersea  Park,  one  on  Oct  23rd.  Waterloo  Bridge,  one  on  Jan  20th. 


109  Buzzard  Buteo  buteo 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Jan  13th  (BR)  and  one  thought  to  perhaps  be  the 
same  bird  on  Feb  24th  (BR,GJW).  Brickett  Wood,  Radlett,  one  on  May 
16th  (CME).  Coursers  Lane,  Colney  Heath,  one  on  Oct  6th  and  13th 
(SMy).  Tyttenhanger  GP,  one  on  Jan  6th  (PH/)  and  one  in  mid-May 
(PH/).  Watford,  two  on  May  12th  {per  PDW). 

M  Brent  Res,  one  on  Sept  10th  (RJW).  Belsize  Grove,  NW3,  one  flew 
NE  and  over  Hampstead  Heath  on  June  22nd  (MAH).  Hampstead  Heath, 
one  flew  N  on  Oct  20th  (PWD).  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield,  one  from 
Sept  8th  to  12th  (RMC  et  al). 

K  Downham,  one  flew  SSW  on  Aug  16th  (DD<a). 

S  Long  Ditton,  one  on  Mar  23rd  (BF).  Hurst  Green,  Oxted,  one  on  Oct  8th 

(PJ). 

Fourteen  records  is  an  above  average  showing  and  probably  represents 
the  best-ever  year. 

Buzzard  sp 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Mar  23rd  (JS). 

H  Hatfield,  one  on  Mar  30th  (KS). 

S  Long  Ditton,  two  on  May  25th  (AWP) 


113  Osprey  Pandion  haliaetus 

E  Rainham  GP,  one  on  Aug  26th  (MS n).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  flew  N  on 
May  27th  (MKD). 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  flew  N  on  Mar  17th  (GJW).  Cheshunt  GP,  one  on  Aug 
26th  (JF)  may  have  been  the  same  as  at  Rainham  GP  on  the  same  day. 
Hilfield  Park  Res,  one  Hew  NW  on  Apr  24th  (SMv). 

S  Epsom  Common,  one  on  Apr  2nd  (IB).  Holmethorpe  SP,  one  flew  NW 
on  Apr  2nd  (PW/)  was  presumably  the  same  as  at  Epsom  Common  on  the 
same  day. 

A  reasonable  total  of  five  or  six  birds,  particularly  when  compared  with 
the  lowly  two  in  1990.  The  March  record  was  the  earliest  ever  arrival  in 
the  London  Area,  pre-dating  the  previous  earliest  on  Mar  27th  1972  at 
Sevenoaks. 
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115  Kestrel  Falco  tinnunculus 

All  reports  of  breeding  or  summering  are  summarised  in  the  table  below. 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

Inner  London 
Bucks 
Kent 
Surrey 


Pairs  proved 

Pairs  probably 

Pairs  present  in 

breeding 

breeding 

breeding  season 

Totals 

15 

6 

8 

29 

5 

1 

7 

13 

20 

- 

2 

22 

7 

3 

4 

14 

3 

1 

4 

8 

6 

- 

- 

5 

56 

11 

25 

92 

Slightly  below  the  record  levels  of  recent  years;  Surrey  totals  declined 
from  1 1  to  six  pairs  reported  -  a  seriously  under-stated  position. 

M/S  Inner  London :  pairs  bred  at  the  following  sites  -  Farringdon,  EC1; 
Kensington  High  Street;  Regent’s  Park  (four  pairs);  Vauxhall. 
Additional  pairs  were  seen  during  the  breeding  season  at:  Bankside 
Power  Station;  Charterhouse,  EC1;  Kings  Cross  development;  London 
Bridge  Station;  Westminster,  SW1. 


117  Red-footed  Falcon  Falco  vespertinus 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  a  first  summer  male  from  June  8th  to  17th  (SRP  et  al). 

This  record  almost  exactly  mirrored  last  year’s  at  the  same  site  from  May 
31st  to  June  17th.  The  sixth  London  record,  but  only  the  third  in  the  last 
21  years.  A  well-watched  bird. 


118  Merlin  Falco  columbarius 

All  females  or  immatures  unless  stated. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  a  male  intermittently  from  Oct  30th  until  the  year’s 
end  (KB, PM).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  intermittently  from  Jan  19th  until  the 
end  of  March  (MKD,SRP,WV  et  al);  one  on  May  17th  (BO);  a  female  on 
Nov  15th  and  Dec  27th  (MKD,MAH,SRP).  West  Thurrock,  a  male  on 
Feb  13th  (MKD). 

H  Cheshunt  GP,  singles  flew  N  on  Mar  22nd  (GJW)  and  Oct  28th  flew 
across  the  county  boundary  into  Essex  (RN). 

M  Heathrow  Airport,  one  on  Feb  2nd  (JAS).  Rammey  Marsh,  one  on  Dec 
25th  (SCr).  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  one  flew  NE  on  Feb  14th 
(ARD). 

B  Iver,  one  on  Mar  26th  (CDRH).  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  on  Nov  18th 
(CDRH). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  singles  on  Oct  3rd,  Nov  13th  and  15th  (BEW)  and  a 
male  on  Dec  25th  (DD<a). 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  on  Sept  20th  (BBR).  South  Norwood  CP,  singles 
on  Jan  25th,  Aug  20th  and  Oct  5th  (JBJ,JBz). 

1990  Additional  Record 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  a  female/immature  on  Oct  25th  (SCr). 

About  19  or  20  records  is  easily  the  best  year  yet.  The  average  during  the 
1980s  was  nine  or  ten  per  annum.  The  last  Inner  London  records  were  in 
1984  and  1988. 
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119  Hobby  Falco  subbuteo 

Breeding  status  is  shown  in  the  table  below,  with  all  other  records 
summarised  under  the  county  headings. 


Pairs  proved 
breeding 

Pairs  probably 
breeding 

Pairs  present  in 
breeding  season 

Totals 

Essex 

4 

3 

2 

9 

Herts 

4 

2 

1 

7 

Middx 

3 

1 

- 

4 

Bucks 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Kent 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Surrey 

3 

- 

- 

3 

14 

6 

4 

24 

Another  bumper  year  for  breeding  birds  with  14  pairs  raising  at  least  22 
young  (compared  with  9  and  15,  respectively,  last  year).  The  fortunes  of 
this  marvellous  falcon  have  improved  consistently  in  the  last  seven  years. 
Single  pairs  bred  in  1977  and  1983,  then  six  pairs  in  1985,  with  peaks  of 
seven  in  1988  and  nine  in  1990.  The  first  record  of  the  year  was  at 
Panshanger  Park  on  Apr  21st  and  the  last  at  Oxted  on  Oct  17th. 

E  Four  pairs  bred  raising  at  least  eight  young;  reported  from  19  sites  during 
the  year. 

H  Four  pairs  bred  raising  at  least  five  young;  reported  from  28  sites  during 
the  year. 

M  Three  pairs  bred  raising  at  least  five  young:  reported  from  28  sites  during 
the  year. 

B  Reported  from  five  sites  during  the  year,  but  only  once  during  the 
breeding  season. 

K  One  pair  in  suitable  breeding  habitat  during  May  did  not  stay  to  breed. 

S  Three  pairs  bred  and  reported  from  1 8  sites  during  the  year. 

123  Peregrine  Falco  peregrinus 

E  King  George  V  Res,  a  male  on  Nov  11th  (HV  et  al)  was  also  reported 
on  a  few  subsequent  dates  to  the  end  of  the  year  and  was  probably 
the  same  bird  as  seen  in  Herts  on  Nov  2nd. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  flew  S  on  Nov  2nd  (DJL).  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Nov  2nd 
(see  Amwell)  and  Dec  13th  (AHr.PR).  Stanstead  Abbotts  GP.  one  on 
Nov  2nd  (see  Rye  Meads)  (AHr). 

K  Orpington,  one  on  Mar  29th  (RD). 

Three  or  four  records  is  close  to  the  average  of  recent  years. 

129  Red-legged  Partridge  Alectoris  rufa 

The  number  of  pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season  in  each  county  is 
shown  in  the  table  below. 


Essex  Herts  Middx  Bucks  Kent  Surrey  Total 

14+  11  1+  -  2  2  30 

Similar  to  the  levels  of  recent  years,  although  the  Essex  total 
declined  from  24  in  1990  and  the  Herts  total  rose  from  five  in  1990. 
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Breeding  season  records  (number  of  pairs  in  brackets)  and  highest  counts 
are  given  below. 

E  Dagnam  Park  (1).  Fairlop/Hainault  (5-6).  Fishers  Green  (1);  15  on  Feb 
12th.  Sewardstone  (1).  South  Hornchurch  (5+).  Wm  Girling  Res  (1). 

H  Amwell  GP  (1);  21  on  Feb  16th.  Barnet  (1).  Bell  Bar  (1).  Chiswell  Green / 
Potters  Crouch  (3).  Brickett  Wood  (1).  Panshanger  Park,  40  on  Oct  27th. 
Stanstead  Abbotts  GP  (1).  Tyttenhanger  GP  (3);  30  on  Sept  21st,  35  on 
Oct  6th. 

,  M  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield  (1+). 

K  Crayford  Marsh  (1).  South  Darent  (1). 

S  Epsom  Common  (1).  Holmethorpe  (1). 

130  Grey  Partridge  Perdix  perdix 

The  number  of  pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season  in  each  county  is 
shown  in  the  table  below. 


Essex  Herts  Middx  Bucks 

18+  6+  2  — 


Kent  Surrey  Total 

3+  2+  32 


Apart  from  a  slight  decline  in  Essex,  figures  were  little  changed  this  year. 
Breeding  season  records  (number  of  pairs  in  brackets)  and  highest  counts 
are  given  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds  (5+).  Hornchurch  (1).  North  Weald  (4).  Rainham  Marsh 
(8-10);  up  to  18  between  Sept  7th  and  the  end  of  the  year.  Waltham 
Abbey,  ten  on  Aug  31st. 

H  Beech  Farm  GP  (1).  Bell  Bar  (1).  Colney  Heath  (1).  Coursers  Lane, 
11  on  Nov  16th.  Panshanger  Park  (1).  Tyttenhanger  GP  (2 +);  maximum 
of  1 1  on  Jan  13th. 

M  Hampton  Court  Park  (1).  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield  (1);  12  on  Dec  1st. 

K  Chipstead  Lake  (1+).  Crayford  Marsh  (1).  Dartford  Marsh  (1+). 

S  Holmethorpe  (1).  Richmond  Park  (1+)  -  the  situation  is  complicated  at 
this  site  by  the  presence  of  released  birds. 

131  Quail  Coturnix  coturnix 

S  South  Norwood  CP,  one  calling  on  June  4th  (JB<7,JBz). 

133  Pheasant  Phasianus  colchicus 

The  number  of  pairs  present  during  the  breeding  season  (totals  in 
brackets)  and  any  records  suggestive  of  breeding  are  given  below, 
together  with  details  of  highest  counts. 

E  Dagnam  Park  (8-9).  Fishers  Green  (1).  Gemon  Bushes,  Coopersale  (4). 
Rainham  Marsh  (8-10). 

H  Amwell  GP  (2+).  Bedmond  area  (2).  Berrybushes  area,  46+  (including 
32  males)  on  Apr  24th.  Bowyers  GP  (1).  Bricket  Wood  area  (5+). 
Chiswell  Green  (3+).  Croxley  Common  Moor  (1).  Ridge  (1). 
Gorhambury  (4+).  Haberdashers  School  (1+).  Slades  Farm,  Elstree 
(1+).  Stocker’s  Lake  (2).  South  Mimms,  36+  on  Oct  10th.  Tyttenhanger 
House  (1).  Wall  Hall,  Aldenham  (2).  Waterdale  (1).  West  Herts  GC  (1). 

M  Brent  Res  (1).  Bushy  Park  (1).  Downe  Bams  Farm  (1).  Frays  Meadow, 
Uxbridge  (1).  Hampstead  Heath  (1).  Hampton  Court  Park  (2+).  Mill 


50 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  56  FOR  1991 


Hill  area  (2).  Springwell  Farm  (1+).  Staines  Moor  (1).  Town  Farm. 
South  Mimms,  36  +  on  Oct  10th. 

K  Bexley  (1).  Dartford  Marsh  (2).  Downe  (3).  Lullingstone  Park  (1). 

S  Beddington  SF  (1).  Chessington  (7).  Ewell  (1).  Ham  Lands  (1).  Kew 
Gardens  (1).  Mitcham  Common  (1). 

136  Water  Rail  Rallus  aquaticus 

The  cold  snap  in  February  is  reflected  in  the  peak  month  total  of  66  birds, 
the  best  since  the  severe  weather  in  January  1987.  The  table  below  details 
the  number  of  birds  present  each  month  during  the  first  and  last  four 
months  of  the  year. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Essex 

6 

13 

5 

- 

- 

3 

6 

9 

Herts 

18 

19 

5 

2 

— 

8 

18 

20 

Middx 

12 

19 

3 

2 

1 

1 

4 

8 

Bucks 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Kent 

4 

10 

3 

- 

- 

1 

2 

7 

Surrey 

3 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1 

6 

5 

44 

66 

18 

4 

1 

14 

36 

50 

A  disappointing  year  for  breeding  birds  with  only  one  pair  proved  to  have 
bred.  Details  of  breeding  season  records  and  peak  counts  at  each  site  during 
the  year  (in  brackets),  as  well  as  an  Inner  London  record  are  given  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds  (5);  one  pair  bred  (down  from  4  in  1990).  Dagenham 
Chase  (1).  Fairlop  (1).  Fishers  Green  (3).  Harold  Wood  (1).  Leyton/ 
Hackney  (1).  Rainham  Marsh  (2).  Sewardstone  (1).  Waltham  Abbey  (3). 
Walthamstow  Res  (2). 

H  Aldenham  Res  (1);  one  calling  on  Apr  21st.  Amwell  GP  (4).  Bowyers 
GP  (1).  Cassiobury  Park  (1).  Cheshunt  GP  (12).  Chess  Valley, 
Rickmansworth  (3).  Rye  House  Marsh  (3).  Rye  Meads  (3);  one  on  May 
6th.  Slipe  Lane  GP  (2).  Stocker’s  Lake  (6+). 

M  Alexandra  Park  (1).  Brent  Res  (8).  Broadwater  GP  (2).  Frays  River  near 
Denham  Lock  (1).  Hampstead  Heath  (2).  Harefield  Place  GP  (1). 
Little  Britain  Lake  (1).  Middlesex  Filter  Beds  (1).  Ponders  End  (1). 
Tottenham  Hale  (1).  Inner  London :  London,  EC4,  one  picked  up  on  Apr 
8th  (RSPCA  per  NB). 

B  Old  Slade  NR  (2).  Wray sbury  GP  ( 1 ). 

K  Chipstead  Lake  (1).  Darenth  Cress  Beds  (2).  Foots  Cray  Meadows  (2). 
Littlebrook  GP  (1).  Ruxley  GP  (3).  Sevenoaks  Reserve  (3);  one  on  May 
27th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res  (2).  Beddington  SF  (1).  Epsom  Common  (1). 
Holmethorpe  SP  (1).  Lonsdale  Road  Res  (1).  Morden  Hall  Park,  one 
heard  calling  from  May  10th  to  24th.  Richmond  Park,  one  or  two 
present  all  year.  River  Mole,  Hersham  (1).  Wimbledon  Park  (1). 

142  Moorhen  Gallinula  chloropus 

Details  of  high  counts,  large  breeding  concentrations  and  Inner  London 
records  are  given  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  50  on  Jan  20th.  Feb  15th  and  Dec  22nd.  Dagnam  Park, 
six  pairs  bred.  Fishers  Green,  60  on  Jan  18th  and  Dec  12th.  Roydon,  65 
on  Dec  29th.  Valentines  Park,  31  on  Dec  19th.  Walthamstow  Res,  up  to 
39  in  November  and  33  in  December.  Wanstead  Park,  27  on  Dec  19th. 
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H  Amwell  GP,  seven  broods  seen.  Bricket  Wood  area,  43+  in  December. 
Cheshunt  GP,  28  broods  seen.  Gade  Valley,  14  territories. 
Hampermill  GP,  63  on  Jan  4th  and  58  on  Feb  20th.  Rye  Meads,  58  on 
Sept  15th,  43  on  Oct  13th  and  32  on  Dec  15th.  Smug  Oak  Lane,  30  on 
Jan  23rd  and  31  on  Dec  15th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  32  on  Feb  16th.  River  Ver, 
St  Albans,  60+  on  Dec  4th. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  five  broods.  Queen  Mary  Res,  65  in  January.  Rammey 
Marsh,  five  broods.  Inner  London :  Barbican,  EC2,  at  least  two  broods 
seen.  Regent’s  Park,  11  pairs  bred.  St  James’s  Park,  bred;  up  to  49  in 
January,  November  and  December. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  38  on  Nov  17th. 

K  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  35  on  Feb  10th.  Dartford  Marsh,  20  on  Dec  15th. 
Littlebrook  GP,  20  on  Nov  21st.  Ruxley  GP,  21  on  Dec  24th. 
Sevenoaks  Reserve,  24  on  Jan  18th.  Thamesmead,  nine  pairs  bred. 
Inner  London:  Folkestone  Gardens,  Deptford,  one  pair  bred;  two  broods. 

S  Beddington  SF,  at  least  ten  pairs  bred.  River  Wandle,  40  territories 
between  Butterhill  and  Morden  Hall  Park.  Inner  London:  Burgess  Park, 
present  in  the  breeding  season. 

145  Coot  Fulica  atra 

Details  of  large  breeding  concentrations,  peak  monthly  counts  outside  the 
breeding  season  from  principal  localities  (those  where  200  or  more  were 
reported  at  some  time  during  the  year)  in  tabular  form,  as  well  as  a  record 
of  a  partial  albino  are  given  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Fishers  Green 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1100 

King  George  V  Res 

500 

475 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Netherhall  GP 

- 

- 

214 

- 

- 

- 

450 

Walthamstow  Res 

198 

287 

169 

- 

— 

284 

275 

H 

Amwell  GP 

254 

351 

161 

239 

254 

324 

239 

Bowyers  GP 

- 

- 

-  . 

295 

297 

- 

- 

Bury  Lake 

- 

262 

- 

- 

- 

144 

172 

Cheshunt  GP 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

955 

1127 

Hilfield  Park  Res 

— 

— 

- 

570 

580 

- 

250 

Rye  Meads 

106 

216 

109 

284 

172 

137 

126 

Stanstead  Abbotts  GP 

182 

- 

- 

- 

- 

173 

202 

Stocker’s  Lake 

- 

220 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Troy  Mill  GP 

- 

cl  000 

- 

c300 

- 

400 

530 

M 

Brent  Res 

300 

170 

- 

500 

500 

400 

200 

Staines  Res 

- 

- 

- 

668 

298 

— 

— 

Stoke  Newington  Res 

280 

308 

- 

- 

332 

378 

380 

St  James’s  Park 

- 

- 

204 

- 

- 

- 

- 

B 

Wraysbury  GP 

290 

200 

220 

- 

180 

260 

- 

K 

Littlebrook  GP 

- 

187 

- 

115 

- 

191 

267 

Thamesmead 

325 

259 

181 

- 

- 

- 

- 

S 

Bam  Elms  Res 

153 

— 

— 

141 

202 

241 

314 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP,  eight  to  ten  pairs  bred.  Rainham  Marsh,  ten  pairs 
bred.  Walthamstow  Res,  nine  broods  seen  (compared  with  15  in  1990, 
19  in  1989  and  21  in  1988). 

H  Aldenham  Res,  eight  pairs  bred.  Amwell  GP,  31  broods  noted  (similar  to 
previous  years).  Cheshunt  GP,  74  broods  seen  (compared  with  90  in 
1990,  75  in  1989  and  82  in  1988).  Gade  Valley,  six  territories.  Hilfield 
Park  Res,  seven  nests.  Stocker’s  Lake,  33  pairs. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res,  a  partial  albino  on  Feb  6th  and  Mar  3rd  (possibly  the 
same  bird  that  was  seen  at  Staines  Res  in  November  1989  and  April 
1990).  Inner  London:  Camley  Street  NW1,  one  pair  bred.  Regent’s  Park, 
15  pairs  bred.  St  James’s  Park,  at  least  seven  nests  counted. 
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K  Thamesmead,  33  pairs  bred.  Inner  London :  Folkestone  Gardens, 
Deptford,  two  pairs  bred. 

S  Beddington  Park,  six  pairs  bred.  Beddington  SF,  12  pairs  bred.  Carshalton 
Ponds,  five  pairs  bred.  Waddon  Ponds,  14  pairs  bred.  Inner  London : 
Burgess  Park,  one  pair  bred. 

151  Oystercatcher  Haematopus  ostralegus 

Single  pairs  were  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Rainham  Marsh  and 
West  Thurrock  and  both  pairs  probably  bred.  In  addition  a  second  pair 
was  possibly  at  West  Thurrock  in  May  and  June  and  another  pair  was 
seen  feeding  a  juvenile  at  Thamesmead  on  June  2nd  but  not  subsequently. 
All  records  are  given  below  except  for  certain  Lower  Thames  sites,  where 
this  species  was  present  on  many  dates  and  only  the  highest  counts  are 
given.  At  inland  sites,  most  records  fell  within  the  usual  pattern  of 
occurrence  with  good  numbers  between  March  and  May,  and  again  in 
August.  Records  refer  to  single  birds,  except  where  indicated  by  a 
number  in  parentheses, 

E  Barking,  Feb  24th  (2)  and  June  13th  (3).  Beckton,  June  14th.  Fairlop,  Feb 
28th  and  May  29th  (2).  Fishers  Green,  Apr  12th  and  13th.  King  George  V 
Res,  Apr  23rd,  May  1st  (2),  23rd  and  June  2nd.  Netherhall  GP,  Apr  12th. 
Rainham  Marsh,  maximum  counts  on  Apr  20th  (7),  May  6th  (4)  and  June 
15th  (3).  Walthamstow  Res,  Dec  1st.  West  Thurrock,  present  between 
Mar  10th  and  Sept  1st;  highest  counts  were  Apr  24th  (5)  and  May  26th 
(11).  Wm  Girling  Res,  May  9th,  June  2nd,  July  10th,  29th  (2),  Aug  3rd 
and  7th  (4). 

H  Amwell  GP,  May  13th  and  Aug  3rd.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  Apr  21st  and 
22nd,  and  May  6th.  Rye  Meads,  May  13th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  Mar  7th. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  Apr  1st,  4th  and  10th.  King  George  VI  Res,  Aug  1st  (2). 
Moorhall  GP,  Mar  28th.  Shepperton  GP,  Mar  22nd.  Staines  Res,  Mar  8th, 
10th  and  28th,  May  4th  and  7th  (2).  Wood  Green  Res,  Apr  28th. 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  June  9th  (2)  and  Aug  4th  (2).  Crossness,  Mar  13th 
(2)  and  May  29th  (5).  Dartford  Marsh,  up  to  three  on  many  dates 
between  February  and  August  with  maxima  on  Mar  30th  (5)  and  Aug 
18th  (8).  Gallion’s  Reach,  Feb  17th.  River  Thames  at  Littlebrook  PS. 
May  12th  (3),  May  26th  (13),  June  3rd  and  July  20th.  Swanscombe 
Marsh,  May  6th  and  June  8th  (2).  Thamesmead,  one  in  February,  two  in 
March  and  two  adults  in  June. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  Aug  25th  (2)  and  Dec  1st.  Beddington  SF,  May  26th. 
Holmethorpe  SP,  Aug  8th  (2).  River  Thames  at  Richmond,  flying  W.  Mar 
2nd.  Walton  Res,  Apr  3rd  and  Sept  18th. 

153  Avocet  Recunirostra  avosetta 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Nov  23rd,  flew  up  the  River  Thames  at  10.35 
hrs  and  then  downriver  30  minutes  later  (MAH).  Wm  Girling  Res,  one 
on  Mar  13th  (PJV  et  al). 

M  Shepperton,  one  flew  across  the  road  to  the  S  of  Queen  Mary  Res  on  Feb 
10th  (HWE). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Mar  10th  (AJM). 

Only  four  records,  all  of  singles. 
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1990  Correction 

Two  on  Apr  30th  were  at  Wm  Girling  Res  and  not  King  George  V  Res  as 
stated  (LBR  55:49). 

154  Stone-curlew  Burhinus  oedicnemus 

1980  Additional  Record 

E  Upminster,  one  trapped  on  Sept  23rd  had  been  ringed  as  a  pullus  on  June 
1st  near  Icklingham,  Suffolk,  88km  NNW  ( per  British  Trust  for 
Ornithology,  1980  Ringing  Report,  Ringing  and  Migration  3:4). 

158  Little  Ringed  Plover  Charadrius  dubius 

The  earliest  arrivals  this  year  were  on  Mar  9th  with  two  at  Amwell  GP 
and  one  at  Dartford  Marsh.  Within  the  next  four  days  a  further  six  sites 
reported  their  first  birds.  Highest  counts  in  spring  were  ten  at  Staines  Res 
on  Apr  1st  and  1 1  at  Netherhall  GP  on  Apr  12th. 

Records  of  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  are  given  in  the  following  table. 


Sites 

Pairs  proved 
breeding 

Other  pairs 
present 

Total 

Pairs 

Essex 

11 

6-8 

9 

15-17 

Herts 

6 

10 

5 

15 

Middx 

6 

1 

8 

9 

Bucks 

2 

- 

2 

2 

Kent 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Surrey 

3 

4 

- 

4 

Totals 

29 

21-23 

25 

46-48 

Although  the  number  of  pairs  reported  is  well  down  on  the  established 
average  of  around  60-65  pairs,  there  is  no  evidence  of  any  real  decline 
and  this  species  was  probably  under-recorded  this  year.  The  largest  post¬ 
breeding  gatherings  in  late  summer  included  35  at  Rainham  Marsh  on 
July  13th,  24  at  Tyttenhanger  GP  on  July  16th  and  12  at  Perry  Oaks  SF 
on  Aug  5th.  There  were  few  records  after  the  end  of  August  and  the  last 
reported  sighting  was  at  Amwell  GP  on  Sept  20th.  The  only  Inner 
London  record  was  at  Surrey  Docks  on  Apr  26th  (BB/:). 

159  Ringed  Plover  Charadrius  hiaticula 

A  total  of  about  20  pairs  either  bred  or  were  on  territory  during  the 
summer  months,  rather  fewer  than  in  recent  years.  All  records  of  proved 
or  possible  breeding  are  given  below  together  with  monthly  maxima  for 
the  four  main  localities,  as  well  as  highest  counts  elsewhere.  There  were 
no  Inner  London  records. 

E  Single  pairs  bred  at  Berwick  Ponds  and  Belhus  Woods  CP,  a  pair  was 
present  at  Fishers  Green,  and  along  the  Lower  Thames  three  pairs  bred  at 
Rainham  Marsh  and  two  at  West  Thurrock.  Monthly  maxima  for  these 
last  two  sites  was  as  follows. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Rainham  Marsh 

50 

40 

20 

30 

30 

50 

N/C 

80 

70 

20 

40 

35 

West  Thurrock 

50 

40 

20 

50 

50 

N/C 

70 

180 

200 

400 

100 

350 
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H  Two  pairs  bred  at  Am  well  GP  and  Stanstead  Abbotts  GP.  as  did  single 
pairs  at  Hilfield  Park  Res,  and  Tyttenhanger  GP.  but  most  nests  were 
unsuccessful.  Highest  count  was  at  the  latter  site  where  there  were  1 1  on 
May  24th.  A  pair  was  also  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Broxboume 
GP. 

M  A  pair  bred  at  Rammey  Marsh  and  at  least  two  pairs  summered  at  Staines 
Res.  Peak  monthly  counts  from  Staines  Res  and  the  nearby  Perry  Oaks 
SF  were  are  shown  in  the  following  table.  There  were  no  records  outside 
the  period  Feb  21st  to  Sept  22nd. 


Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Perry  Oaks  SF 

- 

8 

3 

17 

73 

3 

21 

2 

Staines  Res 

1 

10 

8 

14 

17 

10 

5 

1 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  at  least  one  pair  in  May  and  June.  Queen  Mother  Res, 
five  on  Aug  31st. 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  a  pair  possibly  on  territory  in  March,  ten  on  Feb  17th 
and  Mar  23rd.  Dartford  Marsh,  40  on  Feb  11th.  Ill  on  Aug  29th,  86  on 
Sept  9th  and  23  on  Dec  1st.  Thamesmead,  19  on  Oct  1st. 

S  Apps  Court  GP.  one  pair  raised  three  young.  Peak  monthly  counts  for 
Beddington  SF  are  shown  in  the  table  below. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct 
Beddington  SF  1  1  1  1  17  8  1  2  11  1 

165  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  apricaria 

As  usual  the  traditional  sites  in  Essex  and  Herts  held  the  only  large 
wintering  flocks  but  widespread  disruption  was  caused  by  severe  winter 
weather  at  both  ends  of  the  year.  The  onset  of  heavy  snow  in  February 
caused  a  general  abandonment  of  wintering  sites,  and  whilst  few 
movements  were  noted,  it  is  very  significant  that  not  a  single  bird  was 
noted  in  the  London  Area  between  Feb  9th  and  Mar  2nd.  In  December,  a 
period  of  severe  frost  (but  with  little  snow)  saw  widespread  movements 
across  the  Area,  especially  on  Dec  14th  and  15th  when  birds  were 
reported  from  a  number  of  sites  which  rarely  record  this  species.  In  SW 
Herts,  most  birds  left  the  area  by  Dec  7th,  but  there  was  a  general  return 
around  Dec  21st.  In  contrast,  all  records  for  the  Kent  sector  were  between 
Dec  10th  and  18th.  Counts  of  50  or  more,  or  winter  maxima,  are  given 
for  Essex  and  Herts,  together  with  the  highest  counts  elsewhere  and 
details  of  all  cold  weather  movements. 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP,  50+  on  Nov  10th.  Collier  Row,  Romford,  1,200  on  Dec 
26th.  Corbets  Tey,  50  on  Dec  8th.  Dagenham  Chase,  104  on  Dec  10th. 
Fairlop,  highest  counts  were  1,000  on  Jan  17th  and  800+  in  November  and 
December.  Fishers  Green,  23  on  Mar  4th  and  26  on  Dec  12th.  Hainault, 
100  on  Oct  29th.  Romford,  by  A 12,  800  between  Nov  26th  and  29th. 
Stapleford  Tawney,  80  on  Dec  8th.  Wm  Girling  Res,  1 15  on  Dec  15th. 

H  Batlers  Green,  52  on  Dec  31st.  Bell  Lane  Fields,  550+  on  Apr  7th  and 
753  on  Dec  24th.  Coursers  Lane  Fields,  562  on  Jan  20th  and  809  on  Dec 
27th.  Harper  Lane  Fields,  London  Colney,  473  on  Feb  3rd  and  140  on 
Nov  23rd.  Salisbury  Hall  Farm,  242  on  Jan  1st,  c700  on  Nov  23rd  and 
680+  on  Dec  23rd.  Shenleybury,  c200  on  Jan  15th  and  o400  on  Dec 
22nd.  Stanborough  area,  r550  on  Jan  8th  and  500  from  Dec  2nd  to  6th. 
Tyttenhanger  GP,  700+  on  Mar  3 1st. 
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M  Brent  Res,  five  flew  W  on  Dec  15th.  Feltham,  12  on  Nov  10th. 
Hampstead  Heath,  26  flew  W  on  Dec  15th.  Highway  Farm,  Harefield,  14 
flew  NW  on  Mar  3rd.  Staines  Moor,  12  on  Jan  17th.  Staines  Res,  eight 
flew  W  on  Feb  8th. 

B  Iver,  one  on  Oct  26th. 

K  Bromley  Common,  92  in  five  flocks  flew  over  on  Dec  15th.  Dartford 
Marsh,  61  on  Dec  15th.  Grove  Park,  c50  flew  SSE  on  Dec  14th.  Hither 
Green  Cemetery,  c40  flew  S  on  Dec  10th. 

,S  Bam  Elms  Res,  31  flew  over  on  Dec  15th.  Beddington  SF,  101  flew  over 
on  Feb  6th  and  79  on  Dec  15th.  Holmethorpe  SP,  up  to  13  between  Dec 
15th  and  29th,  but  44  on  Dec  19th.  Oxted  Downs,  30  to  35  on  Dec  14th. 
Walton  Res,  16  on  Feb  1st  and  12  on  Nov  26th. 


166  Grey  Plover  Pluvialis  squatarola 

At  the  end  of  1 990  it  appeared  that  at  least  seven  birds  were  wintering  on 
the  Lower  Thames.  During  1991  however,  far  more  were  seen  in  both  the 
first  and  second  winter  periods,  so  much  so  that  for  the  first  time  in  the 
London  Bird  Report ,  records  from  sites  along  the  Lower  Thames  have  to 
be  summarised.  The  following  table  gives  the  highest  monthly  counts 
from  the  main  sites. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

2  5-  -  21  -1-6  10  2 

16  1  -  -  1  14  30  30 

6 

5  -  -  4  -  _____ 

6  12  3  16  -  -  1  2  12  10 

3 

Records  for  all  other  sites  are  detailed  under  counties  below,  most  of 
which  fall  into  the  normal  pattern  of  spring  and  autumn  migrations  but 
there  were  also  a  few  during  the  cold  weather  in  February. 

E  Barking,  one  on  Feb  24th.  Dagenham  Chase,  two  on  Sept  21st  and  on 
Dec  8th.  Grays,  one  on  Dec  14th.  King  George  V  Res,  three  on  Sept  29th. 
Wm  Girling  Res,  singles  on  Oct  27th  and  Nov  20th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Apr  27th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  seven  on  May  31st  and 
two  on  Sept  14th. 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  one  on  Oct  5th  and  two  on  Oct  27th.  Queen  Mary 
Res,  one  on  Dec  1st  and  nine  flew  SW  on  Dec  15th.  Staines  Res,  singles 
on  Feb  9th,  Mar  3rd,  Apr  7th,  20th  and  21st,  May  1 1th,  24th  and  27th  and 
Oct  13th  and  27th. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  on  Oct  5th. 

K  Littlebrook  GP,  one  on  Feb  9th.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Feb  9th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  one  from  Jan  13th  to  20th.  Apr  22nd  and  May  30th. 
Beddington  SF,  singles  from  Feb  3rd  to  6th,  Apr  30th,  May  1st  and  9th, 
June  1st  and  2nd,  Sept  28th  and  30th,  Oct  6th,  9th,  27th  and  29th.  Walton 
Res,  one  on  May  20th  and  two  on  May  28th  and  29th. 

1990  Additional  Record 
E  Grays,  two  on  Dec  9th. 


E  Rainham  Marsh 

West  Thurrock 
K  Crayford  Marsh 

Crossness 
Dartford  Marsh 
Thamesmead 
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169  Lapwing  Vanellus  vanellus 

About  135  pairs  were  reported  in  the  breeding  season,  a  reduction  on  the 
1990  figure,  but  probably  not  significant  as  this  is  a  species  that  many 
observers  do  not  report  as  a  breeding  bird.  This  certainly  seems  to  be  the 
case  south  of  the  Thames,  as  Kent  and  Surrey  amassed  only  18  pairs  in 
total.  Wintering  numbers  were  very  high  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and 
by  totalling  the  maximum  counts  for  all  sites  holding  over  1,000  birds  in 
January,  approximately  20,000  birds  were  present  at  these  sites  alone. 
Heavy  snowfalls  in  February  changed  the  picture  completely  with  hardly 
any  at  all  reported  during  the  month.  On  the  same  basis,  counts  at  the  end 
of  the  year  were  7,000  in  November  and  9,000  in  December  (including  an 
exceptional  number  at  West  Thurrock  on  Dec  1st).  Relatively  few  cold 
weather  movements  were  noted  in  February  with  the  notable  exception  of 
Beddington  SF  where  1,250  moved  over  on  Feb  6th.  Severe  frosts  in  the 
first  half  of  December  caused  widespread  reports  of  birds  flying  over  in 
small  numbers  up  to  15th  with  about  350  seen  on  that  date.  The  highest 
counts  for  each  sector  are  given  below  together  with  a  summary  of  Inner 
London  records. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  1,000  on  Jan  1st  and  2,000  on  Nov  9th.  Romford.  1.000 
in  late  November.  Roydon/Dobb's  Weir,  2,000  in  December.  Ockendon, 
3,000  on  Jan  13th.  West  Thurrock,  1,000  on  Oct  27th  and  6.000  on  Dec 
1st. 

H  Coursers  Lane  Fields,  3,000  on  Jan  20th  and  1,000  on  Nov  3rd.  Hatfield. 
1,000+  flew  SW  on  Jan  2nd.  London  Colney,  2.000  on  Jan  19th.  Maple 
Cross,  2,000  on  Jan  1st.  Salisbury  Hall,  1,500  on  Jan  1st  and  3,000  on 
Nov  23rd.  Shenleybury,  1,000  on  Jan  15th.  Stanborough,  2,000  on  Jan 
19th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  850  on  Aug  1 1th. 

M  North  Enfield,  600+  on  Nov  13th.  Shepperton  Green,  3,000  on  Jan  12th. 
Staines  Res,  428  on  Aug  27th.  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  noted 
flying  over  SW  or  W  on  Jan  15th  (1),  Jan  16th  (64),  Feb  4th  (4),  Feb  7th 
(30)  and  most  dates  between  Dec  10th  and  17th,  with  a  maximum  of  250 
on  Dec  1 1th  and  1 10  the  next  day. 

B  Iver,  468  on  Nov  16th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  1,000  on  Jan  5th.  Dunton  Green,  c700  on  Dec  18th. 
Polehill,  Sevenoaks,  1,050  on  Dec  22nd. 

S  Beddington  SF,  1,250  moved  over  on  Feb  6th.  Holmethorpe  SP,  1,000  on 
Feb  1st  and  3,000  on  Dec  31st.  Walton  Res,  860  on  Jan  22nd  and  930  on 
Nov  29th.  Inner  London:  London  Bridge,  one  flew  NW  on  Dec  12th. 

170  Knot  Calidris  canutus 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  one  on  Aug  21st  (PM).  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  June 
1st  (MKD)  and  one  on  Aug  26th  (SRP).  Walthamstow  Res,  one  from  Feb 
8th  to  17th  (DLf  et  al).  West  Thurrock,  singles  on  Aug  28th  and  Sept  7th 
and  8th  (AAB,AVM).  Wm  Girling  Res,  singles  on  Feb  10th  and  Sept 
27th  (DLr). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  singles  on  May  9th  (BEW)  and  Aug  29th  (AJM). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  four  on  May  29th  (BPA.RBH  et  al). 

1990  Additional  Record 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  on  Sept  8th  (CL.AVM.PN  et  al). 

Remains  a  surprisingly  scarce  passage  migrant  in  the  London  Area. 
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171  Sanderling  Calidris  alba 

E  Fishers  Green,  two  on  May  19th  (SCr,GCG).  King  George  V  Res,  singles 
on  May  5th  (PJV)  and  14th  (RMC),  three  on  May  25th  and  four  on  June 
1st  (PJV).  Rainham  Marsh,  five  on  May  18th,  two  on  May  25th,  one  on 
May  30th,  four  on  June  1st  and  one  on  Aug  26th  (MKD,SRP).  West 
Thurrock,  singles  on  May  26th  and  June  2nd  (PJV).  Wm  Girling  Res,  one 
on  Feb  16th  and  17th  (AAB,DLf,PJV),  two  on  May  9th,  singles  on  July 
25th  (SCr)  and  July  30th  (RMC)  and  two  on  Aug  30th  (SCr). 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  May  24th  (MI,BR),  Hilfield  Park  Res,  six  on  May 
26th  (SHM).  Tyttenhanger  GP,  two  on  May  24th  and  May  30th  (PH f). 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  one  on  June  16th  (PN).  Staines  Res,  singles  on  Mar 
21st  (KLP)  and  Apr  30th  (CL),  two  on  May  4th  (mo),  four  on  May  14th 
(DJMs),  two  on  May  30th  and  June  2nd  (PN). 

B  Horton  GP,  one  on  Feb  7th  was  seen  walking  on  ice  (CDRH).  Queen 
Mother  Res,  one  on  Sept  25th  (CDRH). 

K  Crossness,  two  on  Aug  27th  (NRW).  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  May  11th 
(AJM)  and  16th  (BEW).  Littlebrook  PS,  two  on  May  26th  (AJM). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  three  on  Apr  30th  (RBH),  two  on  May  16th,  one  on  May 
19th  (SC/),  one  on  May  23rd  (JPPW)  and  28th  (RBH).  Beddington  SF, 
singles  on  May  13th,  June  9th  (BBR)  and  Sept  1st  (SW).  Holmethorpe 
SP,  one  on  May  18th  (GWJH).  Walton  Res,  singles  on  Apr  25th  and  from 
May  7  th  to  13th,  and  three  on  May  24th  (MDv). 

Two  birds  appeared  during  the  February  freeze-up,  to  be  followed  by  a 
typically  strong  spring  passage  of  this  long  distance  traveller,  with  the 
highest  numbers  between  mid-May  and  early  June.  Far  fewer  were  seen 
in  autumn,  mostly  in  August. 

175  Little  Stint  Calidris  minuta 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Sept  12th  and  13th  (RMC).  Rainham  Marsh, 
three  on  June  1st,  four  from  June  3rd  to  6th  and  one  on  Aug  25th  and 
26th  (KB,MKD,SRP).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Aug  28th  and  30th  (AAB), 
two  on  Aug  31st  (DLr,PJV),  four  on  Sept  1st  (PJV),  two  on  Sept  2nd 
(AAB),  one  from  Sept  7th  to  11th  (AAB),  three  on  Sept  14th 
(MAH,AVM),  one  on  Oct  19th  and  a  late  bird  on  Nov  3rd  (PJV). 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  singles  on  Sept  7th,  Oct  5th  and  6th,  and  from  Oct 
27th  to  Nov  28th  (PN  et  al).  Perry  Oaks  SF,  three  on  May  23rd,  two  on 
June  2nd  and  3rd,  singles  on  Aug  18th  and  20th  and  two  on  Aug  23rd 
(CL).  Staines  Res,  two  on  June  2nd  (DJMs). 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  eight  on  May  28th  (AJM).  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  May 
28th  and  29th,  four  on  Aug  29th  and  three  on  Aug  30th  (AJM, BEW). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  four  on  May  18th,  two  on  Sept  3rd  (RBH)  and  one  on 
Oct  26th  (JWM).  Beddington  SF,  three  from  May  23rd  to  30th  with  one 
on  31st,  one  on  June  1st  and  2nd,  one  from  Aug  22nd  to  Sept  26th,  seven 
on  Sept  27th,  six  remaining  to  28th,  three  to  29th  and  two  to  30th,  five  on 
Oct  1st,  three  on  5th  and  one  on  13th  (BBR  et  al).  Walton  Res,  one  on 
Dec  9th  and  10th  (MDv). 

1990  Additional  Record 

E  King  George  V  Res,  four  on  Nov  1st  (SCr). 

Most  of  the  spring  sightings  came  during  a  small  influx  in  late  May  and 
early  June,  when  weather  conditions  favoured  much  movement  of  waders 
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and  terns,  and  included  eight  together  at  Crayford.  Autumn  passage  of 
juveniles  was  on  a  smaller  scale  than  in  1990,  with  the  best  count  seven 
at  Beddington  SF.  The  two  winter  records  may  possibly  relate  to  the 
same  bird,  which  associated  with  Dunlin. 


176  Temminck’s  Stint  Calidris  temminckii 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Apr  26th  (HV)  and  July  26th  (NJI). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  May  30th  (RBH  et  al ).  Beddington  SF,  one  on 
June  1st  (GDJM). 

Four  records  of  this  scarce  migrant  represents  a  good  showing.  The  late 
July  bird  is  of  interest  as  autumn  migrants  have  been  distinctly  unusual  in 
recent  years. 

180  Pectoral  Sandpiper  Calidris  melanotos 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  on  July  1st  and  2nd  (BBR). 

A  rather  early  date  for  an  autumn  migrant;  the  fourth  record  of  the 
species  for  Beddington  SF. 

182  Curlew  Sandpiper  Calidris  ferruginea 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Aug  5th  (MKD)  and  Aug  25th  and  26th 
(KB).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Aug  23rd,  two  on  25th,  four  on  28th  and 
three  on  30th,  and  in  September,  one  on  1st  and  2nd,  three  from  7th  to 
1 1th,  four  on  14th,  two  on  16th,  24th  and  29th  and  three  on  30th  (mo). 

H  Amwell  GP,  singles  on  Aug  24th,  Sept  9th  and  10th  (MI.BR.GJW).  Rye 
Meads,  one  on  Sept  4th  (RMRG). 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  one  on  Oct  26th  and  27th  (AVM.PN).  Perry  Oaks 
SF,  one  on  Aug  23rd  and  two  on  Sept  22nd  (CL).  Staines  Res,  two  on 
Aug  27th  (DJM.v)  and  one  on  Sept  14th  (RBH.PN). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  three  on  Aug  29th  (BEW). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  from  Sept  9th  to  15th  (BPA.RBH  et  al).  Holmethorpe 
SP,  one  on  Oct  1st  (KBJ,GWJH). 

All  records  relate  to  a  rather  disappointing  autumn  passage  between  Aug 
5th  and  Oct  27th  with  no  records  at  all  in  spring.  Numbers  did  not  exceed 
four  on  the  Lower  Thames  or  two  at  inland  sites. 

183  Purple  Sandpiper  Calidris  maritima 

E  King  George  V  Res,  two,  possibly  three  birds  on  Feb  7th  (GBs  et  al);  one 
remained  on  Feb  8th  and  was  subsequently  seen  on  the  adjacent  Wm 
Girling  Res.  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  the  foreshore  from  Dec  7th  was 
very  elusive  but  seen  intermittently  into  1992  (MKD.MAH.SRP  et  al) 
and  was  seen  on  at  least  one  occasion  to  fly  to  the  Kent  side  of  the  river. 
Wm  Girling  Res,  one  of  the  birds  from  King  George  V  Res  was  present 
from  Feb  10th  to  17th  and  another  appeared  on  Oct  1st  and  2nd  (PJV  et 
al)  -  see  photograph  opposite  page  64. 

M  Staines  Res,  one  from  Nov  2nd  to  4th  (JDAF.DJM.v  et  al).  Inner  London: 
River  Thames  at  Chelsea  Embankment,  one  on  Feb  7th  (MGc). 
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A  remarkable  series  of  records,  with  three  or  four  appearing  on  the  same 
day  at  the  onset  of  heavy  snow  in  February,  followed  by  singles  in  each 
of  the  last  three  months  of  the  year.  Of  the  28  previous  records  in  the 
London  Area,  rarely  has  there  been  more  than  one  record  in  a  year,  and 
the  1980s  only  produced  two  single  birds  in  the  whole  of  the  decade. 


184  Dunlin  Calidris  alpina 

Monthly  maxima  for  the  main  sites  along  the  Lower  Thames  are  given  in 
the  following  table.  The  majority  of  these  birds  continue  to  use  the  West 
Thurrock  ash  lagoons  as  the  main  high  tide  roost,  and  counts  from  here 
give  a  fairly  accurate  estimate  of  the  numbers  wintering  along  the  river. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Barking 

- 

650 

- 

160 

Grays 

350 

- 

150 

Rainham  Marsh 

500 

1000 

600 

5 

15 

20 

10 

35 

15 

150 

1100 

600 

West  Thurrock 

3500 

5000 

250 

702 

10 

- 

20 

20 

200 

8000 

8000 

10000 

Crayford  Marsh 

155 

385 

72 

- 

- 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Crossness 

514 

120 

Dartford  Marsh 

1000 

300 

198 

- 

50 

1 

- 

21 

9 

37 

520 

400 

Swanscombe 

325 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Thamesmead 

972 

1127 

529 

— 

1 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dunlin  numbers  on  the  Lower  Thames  now  appear  to  be  back  to  the 
levels  of  the  heyday  in  the  early  1970s  when  there  were  regular  counts  of 
between  7,000  and  10,000.  The  count  at  West  Thurrock  in  December  was 
in  fact  the  highest  for  the  river  since  that  of  10,400  in  January  1971. 

Elsewhere  the  species  was  commonly  reported  in  small  numbers  in  every 
month  of  the  year.  Snowfalls  in  February  brought  a  small  arrival  to  inland 
sites,  including  up  to  19  at  Walthamstow  Res  and  17  at  Hilfield  Park  Res. 
In  December,  another  cold  snap  saw  a  flock  of  30  on  the  River  Thames  as 
far  up  as  Ham  Lands,  Richmond  on  Dec  13th.  The  following  five  sites 
were  the  only  ones  away  from  the  Lower  Thames  which  held  significant 
numbers  at  some  time  during  the  year.  Not  surprisingly,  most  large  flocks 
coincided  with  periods  of  drainage  or  low  water  levels. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

King  George  V  Res 

32 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

- 

5 

1 

7 

1 

- 

M 

Kempton  Park  Res 

- 

- 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15 

53 

King  George  VI  Res 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

- 

43 

290 

70 

S 

Beddington  SF 

2 

7 

4 

1 

8 

2 

9 

2 

23 

11 

10 

2 

Walton  Res 

99 

1 

16 

2 

1 

10 

- 

— 

— 

1 

59 

141 

With  little  habitat  available  in  the  main  migration  seasons  numbers  were 
very  low.  However,  the  count  at  King  George  VI  Res  in  November  was 
extremely  high  and  many  of  the  same  birds  must  have  been  at  Walton 
Res  in  December. 


188  Ruff  Philomachus  pugnax 

Records  from  the  most  regular  sites  are  shown  in  the  table  below  which 
gives  monthly  maxima  noted  at  each  locality. 
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Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Rainham  Marsh 

— 

1 

10 

6 

12 

2 

5 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

West  Thurrock 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

7 

29 

4 

4 

1 

M 

King  George  VI  Res 

2 

- 

8 

8 

Perry  Oaks  SF 

9 

- 

- 

8 

4 

1 

- 

3 

2 

- 

4 

- 

Staines  Res 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

K 

Thamesmead 

5 

3 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

2 

S 

Beddington  SF 

- 

1 

- 

2 

14 

2 

- 

1 

6 

5 

1 

- 

Walton  Res 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

7 

6 

2 

All  other  records  are  given  below. 

E  Barking,  three  on  Feb  24th.  Dagenham  Chase,  one  or  two  between  Sept 
1st  and  9th  but  four  on  Sept  8th.  Fairlop,  four  on  Mar  8th.  Fishers  Green, 
singles  on  May  7th  and  8th  and  from  May  22nd  to  26th.  Hackney/Leyton, 
one  on  Feb  10th.  Hall  Marsh,  four  on  Mar  21st  and  one  on  Aug  6th.  King 
George  V  Res,  four  on  Aug  26th.  Netherhall  GP,  one  on  Sept  14th.  Wm 
Girling  Res,  one  on  Jan  1st  and  four  on  Aug  30th. 

H  Am  well  GP,  singles  on  May  28th  and  30th  and  Aug  14th,  three  on  Sept 
3rd  and  singles  on  Sept  8th,  17th,  18th  and  Oct  11th.  Tyttenhanger  GP, 
ten  on  Mar  30th,  singles  from  May  29th  to  31st  and  on  June  8th.  two 
from  Aug  20th  to  25th  increasing  to  three  from  26th  to  29th,  two  on  Aug 
31st  and  Sept  1st  and  singles  on  Oct  1st,  24th  and  25th. 

M  Kempton  Park  Res,  one  on  July  6th  and  four  on  Oct  18th.  Queen  Mary 
GP,  one  on  Feb  9th.  Queen  Mary  Res,  three  on  Feb  6th,  one  on  Sept  10th 
and  two  on  Sept  13th.  Shepperton  GP,  singles  on  Jan  25th.  Feb  12th  and 
Mar  18th.  Staines  Moor,  six  on  Jan  17th.  Wraysbury  Res,  singles  on  Sept 
12th  and  18th.  Uxbridge,  one  at  Rockingham  Recreation  Ground  on  Feb 
8th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  one  on  May  12th. 

K  Crossness/Erith,  two  on  Jan  21st,  three  on  Feb  1 1th  and  four  on  Feb  20th 
and  Mar  7th.  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  Sept  29th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Sept  7th.  Molesey  GP,  six  on  Jan  16th.  River 
Ember  at  Molesey,  one  on  Feb  10th.  River  Wandle,  one  on  Feb  16th. 

Wintering  counts  from  the  usual  areas  were  again  rather  low  but  February 
snowfalls  dispersed  birds  widely  to  unusual  sites.  Spring  passage  was 
evident  in  March  with  up  to  ten  birds  at  Rainham  Marsh  and 
Tyttenhanger  GP.  There  was  a  small  influx  in  May,  including  12  at 
Beddington  SF  on  27th,  coinciding  with  other  wader  movements. 
Autumn  passage  produced  records  from  many  sites,  but  numbers  were 
small  apart  from  29  at  West  Thurrock  on  Sept  27th,  by  far  the  highest 
count  of  the  year. 

189  Jack  Snipe  Lymnocryptes  minimus 

This  species  was  reported  from  a  total  of  48  sites  this  year,  a  very  high 
number,  mainly  as  a  result  of  numerous  birds  being  found  during  the 
freeze-up  in  early  February.  With  most  open  water  frozen  solid,  many 
birds  were  discovered  by  running  water,  eg  nine  together  at  the  relief 
channel  at  Walthamstow  Res  on  Feb  8th  and  22  at  ten  sites  on  Feb  10th. 
Extreme  dates  were  Apr  30th  (in  Inner  London)  and  Sept  29th  (at 
Leyton/Hackney).  In  the  following  summary  all  sites  are  given  with  the 
peak  counts  in  each  winter  period  shown  in  parentheses. 
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E  Barking  Park  (0:1).  Dagenham  Chase  (1:1).  Dagenham  Corridor  (1:0). 
Fairlop  (2:1).  Harold  Wood  (0:1).  King  George  V  Res  (2:0). 
Leyton/Hackney  (1:0).  Rainham  Marsh  (2:1).  South  Ockendon  (0:1).  Hall 
Marsh  (0:2).  Walthamstow  Res  (9:1).  West  Thurrock  (0:1).  Wm  Girling 
Res  (2:0). 

H  Amwell  GP  (2:4).  Cassiobury  Park  (1:0).  Cheshunt  GP  (1:0).  River  Chess 
at  Rickmansworth  (2:0).  Rye  House  Marsh  (2:0).  Rye  Meads  SF  (1:1). 
Scotsbridge  Mill  WCB  (2:1).  Stanstead  Abbots  GP  (1:0).  Tyttenhanger 
•  GP  (2:0). 

M  Brent  Res  (3:1).  Broadwater  GP  (1:1).  Harmondsworth  (1:0).  Middlesex 
Filter  Beds  (1:0).  Queen  Mary  GP  (2:2).  Rammey  Marsh  (1:0).  River 
Pinn  at  South  Ruislip  (2:0).  River  Colne  at  Troy  Mill  (1:0).  Trent  Park 
(1:0).  Yeading  Brook  Meadows  (0:1).  Yiewsley  GP  (3:0). 

B  Old  Slade  NR  (1:0). 

K  Chipstead  Lake  (0:1).  Darenth  WCB  (4:0).  Darenth  Valley  Walk  (5:0). 

Dartford  Marsh  (1:0).  Sevenoaks  Reserve  (3:2). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res  (0:1).  Beddington  SF  (8:3).  Cheam  Park  (1:0).  Hogsmill 
SF  (0:1).  Holmethorpe  SP  (1:2).  South  Norwood  CP  (3:2).  Walton  Res 
(0:1).  Worcester  Park  (0:1).  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Apr 
30th  (BB k). 


190  Snipe  Gallinago  gallinago 

There  were  no  really  large  concentrations  in  either  winter  period  but 
during  the  February  freeze-up  many  were  to  be  found  by  running  water, 
mostly  small  streams  and  rivers,  and  watercress  beds.  The  highest  winter 
counts,  together  with  all  breeding  season  and  Inner  London  records,  are 
given  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  100  on  Oct  27th.  Rainham  Marsh,  a  pair  summered, 
drumming  was  noted  and  probably  bred;  80  on  Feb  9th  and  55  on  Dec 
14th.  Hall  Marsh,  76  on  Nov  28th.  West  Thurrock,  60+  on  Dec  1st. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  pair  probably  bred.  Cassiobury  Park,  45+  on  Feb  9th. 
Croxley  Green  WCB,  50+  on  Feb  14th.  Moor  Mill,  one  displaying  on 
May  21st  and  two  juveniles  ‘barely  able  to  fly’  on  July  28th.  Rye  House 
Marsh,  75  on  Jan  1 1th.  Rye  Meads  SF,  one  pair  bred  and  50  on  Nov  2nd. 
M  Brent  Res,  40  on  several  dates  in  March.  Rammey  Marsh,  87  on  Mar  10th 
and  45  on  Dec  2nd.  Springwell  WCB,  32  on  Mar  30th.  Inner  London : 
Regent’s  Park,  one  flew  SE  on  Oct  9th  (ARD). 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  16  on  Feb  16th. 

K  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  45  on  Feb  10th.  Dartford  Marsh,  85  on  Jan  2nd  and 
Mar  3rd.  Erith  Marshes,  40  on  Mar  13th.  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  32+  on 
Feb  9th.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  35  on  Jan  1st  and  29  on  Nov  3rd. 
Thamesmead,  54  on  Jan  1st. 

S  Beddington  Park,  30+  from  Feb  8th  to  18th.  Beddington  SF,  peak  counts 
of  30  in  January,  20  in  February,  33  in  August  and  30  in  September. 
Hogsmill  SF,  30  on  Mar  19th  and  Nov  23rd.  River  Wandle  at  Mordenhall 
Park,  c50  on  Feb  10th.  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  singles  on  Mar  24th 
(DAM)  and  Apr  18th  and  19th  (BB&). 
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194  Woodcock  Scolopax  rusticola 

All  records  away  from  breeding  sites  are  given  in  the  following  table. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Sightings  1  39  7  7  6  8 

Total  no  of  birds  1  47  9  9  7  9 

As  is  clear  from  the  above,  there  was  a  large  influx  of  birds  in  February 
following  heavy  snow  from  7th  and  the  majority  of  birds  were  seen  in  the 
next  few  days,  numbers  then  tailing  off  dramatically  after  the  middle  of 
the  month. 

During  the  breeding  season,  birds  were  reported  from  the  following  sites 
with  the  minimum  number  of  birds  given  in  brackets.  Many  were 
described  as  roding. 

E  Epping  Forest  (4).  Ongar  Park  Wood  (2).  Thomdon  Park  (2). 

H  Balls  Wood  (1).  Box  Wood  (2).  Broxboume  Woods  (4+).  Home  Park, 
Hatfield  (1). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  one  pair  bred.  Epsom  Common  (2).  Esher  Common 
(3).  West  End  Common  (2). 

In  Inner  London,  singles  were  picked  up  at  Aldgate,  El  and  Bethnal 
Green,  E2  (RSPCA  per  NB)  and  seen  at  Surrey  Docks  (DAM),  all  on  Feb 
9th  and  others  were  picked  up  in  EC4  on  Feb  15th  and  in  EC2  on  Nov 
19th  (RSPCA  per  NB).  One  hit  a  window  and  died  at  Kings  College  on 
Dec  10th  (JWB). 

195  Black-tailed  Godwit  Limosa  limosa 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  July  17th  (SRP).  West  Thurrock,  one  from  Feb 
13th  to  16th  (MKD.SRP),  eight  on  Aug  12th  (AAB)  and  five  on  Aug 
15th  (KB). 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Mar  30th  (BR.GJW).  Maple  Lodge,  a  juvenile  from 
Sept  17th  to  30th  (SJC.AMf).  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Aug  2nd  (RMRG). 

K  Thamesmead,  one  on  July  3rd  (NRW). 

S  Beddington  SF.  singles  on  Feb  26th,  May  1st  <BBR),  May  21st  (MJN). 
June  3rd  to  6th.  eight  on  Aug  12th  (BBR.KJM),  six  on  Aug  26th  and  two 
on  Sept  13th  (BBR).  Holmethorpe  SP.  two  from  Aug  12th  to  18th 
(GWJH  et  al).  Redhill  Aerodrome,  two  on  Aug  17th  with  one  remaining 
on  18th  (JASP). 

1990  Correction 

There  were  two  birds  at  King  George  V  Res  on  Aug  5th  and  not  as  stated 
(LBR  55:57). 

Although  there  were  some  good  sized  flocks  seen  in  August,  the  overall 
level  of  occurrence  was  lower  than  in  1990.  Winter  records  are  unusual  in 
the  London  Area. 

196  Bar-tailed  Godwit  Limosa  lapponica 

E  Collier  Row,  Romford,  14  flew  E  on  May  8th  (MKD).  Dagenham  Chase, 
six  on  Sept  17th  (MS//).  King  George  V  Res,  singles  on  May  4th  (PJV) 
and  7th  (RMC).  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Feb  5th  (AAB)  and  16th 
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(MKD,SRP),  two  on  Apr  27th,  and  in  May,  16  on  4th,  one  on  6th,  two  on 
18th  (MKD)  and  seven  on  25th  (WV),  and  in  June,  two  on  1st  (MKD) 
and  one  on  3rd  (SRP)  and  6th  (KB),  and  finally  one  on  Nov  24th  (SRP). 
Walthamstow  Res,  one  on  Dec  1st  (PL).  West  Thurrock,  three  from  Feb 
13th  to  16th,  singles  on  Apr  27th  (MKD, SRP)  and  May  13th  (AAB),  and 
two  on  May  26th  (PJV);  singles  on  Sept  11th  and  24th  followed  by  a 
remarkable  series  of  records  between  Sept  27th  and  Nov  3rd,  including 
counts  of  eight  on  Sept  27th,  ten  on  Sept  30th  and  Oct  1st,  18  on  Oct  4th, 
20  on  Oct  1 1th  and  16  on  Oct  26th  (mo). 

H  Amwell  GP,  five  flew  over  on  Apr  30th  (MI,BR). 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  one  on  Nov  21st  (FRC).  Queen  Mary  Res,  four  flew 
E  on  Apr  30th  (DJMs). 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  one  on  Apr  27th  (AJM).  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  Feb 
1 1th  (DDa),  two  on  Mar  10th  (BEW),  three  on  Apr  18th  (BEW),  nine  on 
Apr  28th  (AJM),  five  on  May  6th  (MKD),  13  on  May  8th  (PFC),  nine  on 
May  9th  and  two  on  May  30th  (BEW).  Littlebrook  PS,  eight  on  May  26th 
(AJM). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  two  flew  W  on  Sept  14th  (JPPW).  Beddington  SF,  16  on 
Apr  27th  (BBR),  one  from  May  4th  to  8th  (BBR,MJN)  and  one  on  Aug 
12th.  South  Norwood  CP,  four  on  Feb  15th  (JBd,JBz). 

An  interesting  year  with  records  from  three  Lower  Thames  sites  eclipsing 
all  other  localities.  Four  February  records  were  clearly  associated  with 
the  severe  weather  at  that  time  and  the  usual  spring  passage  was  again 
widely  noted,  with  excellent  flocks  of  16  at  Rainham  Marsh  and 
Beddington  SF.  The  large  numbers  at  West  Thurrock  in  October  were, 
however,  highly  unusual. 


198  Whimbrel  Numenius  phaeopus 

First  birds  of  the  year  were  two  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Mar  30th  -  very 
early  indeed.  Otherwise  spring  passage  was  noted  between  Apr  21st  and 
May  27th  and  included  a  massive  movement  at  Beddington  SF  on  May 
8th.  This  site  recorded  131  birds  during  the  year  all  within  a  ten  day 
period  in  spring.  Autumn  movements  lasted  from  July  19th  to  Sept  1st 
and  consisted  mainly  of  single  birds,  the  majority  of  which  were  seen  in 
late  July.  All  records  are  of  single  birds  unless  shown  otherwise. 

E  Collier  Row,  Romford,  May  3rd  (2).  Dagnam  Park,  May  6th  (2). 
Hornchurch,  July  19th.  King  George  V  Res,  May  4th  (4)  and  May  5th. 
Nazeing  GP,  May  3rd.  Rainham  Marsh,  Mar  30th  (2),  May  4th,  May  18th 
(16),  May  27th  (2),  Aug  3rd,  Aug  10th  (3),  Aug  17th  and  Aug  25th.  West 
Thurrock,  Apr  21st  (2),  Apr  24th,  July  20th,  21st,  27th  and  28th. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res,  May  22nd. 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  Apr  30th  and  May  2nd.  Shepperton  GP,  Apr  28th.  Staines 
Res,  Aug  4th.  Tottenham  Cemetery,  Aug  23rd.  Wood  Green  Res,  July 
19th.  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  May  22nd  and  Sept  1st  (ARD). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  May  18th. 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  Aug  4th  (2).  Dartford  Marsh,  Apr  28th.  Littlebrook  PS, 
May  26th  (3).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  July  28th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  Apr  28th  (2),  Apr  30th  (5),  May  4th  (3),  May  8th  (121). 
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Curlew  Numenius  arquata 

As  with  other  wader  species,  the  year  was  dominated  by  records  from  the 
Lower  Thames,  where  birds  were  seen  on  a  regular  basis  in  the  winter 
months.  Counts  from  three  sites  along  the  Thames  are  summarised  in  the 
following  table,  which  gives  monthly  maxima  for  each  locality. 


Rainham  Marsh 
West  Thurrock 
Dartford  Marsh 


Jan  Feb  Mar 

12  33  12 

6  3 

11  6 


Apr  May  Jun 
1  -  2 
4  2  1 


Jul  Aug  Sep 
3 

1  2 
2 


Oct  Nov  Dec 

1  12  2 

2  4  2 

4  6  4 


The  presence  of  up  to  12  wintering  birds  at  both  ends  of  the  year  is  of 
great  interest,  although  the  records  of  33  on  Feb  9th  and  26  on  Feb  26th 
at  Rainham,  as  well  as  the  11  at  Dartford  on  Feb  11th,  are  clearly  cold 
weather  influxes  related  to  the  severe  weather  in  February. 

Records  from  other  Thames  sites  and  all  other  records  are  detailed  below. 
As  usual  most  were  of  singles  flying  over;  although  the  dates  are  well 
scattered  throughout  the  year,  February  was  again  the  best  month  with 
many  during  the  freeze-up.  All  records  are  given  and  refer  to  single  birds 
unless  shown  otherwise  in  brackets. 

Berwick  Ponds,  Aug  18th.  Collier  Row,  Romford,  Dec  26th.  Fishers 
Green,  May  2nd.  King  George  V  Res,  Apr  24th.  South  Ockendon,  Dec 
13th  (2).  Wm  Girling  Res,  July  6th. 

Amwell  GP,  Mar  27th  and  July  27th.  Cheshunt  GP,  Feb  10th  (5).  Hilfield 
Park  Res,  Nov  17th.  Maple  Lodge,  May  6th  (2). 

Bushy  Park,  May  3rd.  East  Barnet,  Feb  11th.  Queen  Mary  GP,  Feb  10th. 
Ruislip  Lido,  Aug  12th.  Staines  Res,  Apr  21st,  24th  (2)  and  25th  (2). 

Old  Slade  NR,  Aug  21st  (4).  Queen  Mother  Res,  Oct  27th. 

Chislehurst,  Oct  15th.  Crayford  Marsh,  Feb  11th  (2),  16th  (3),  17th  (2) 
and  Mar  23rd  (3). 

Bam  Elms  Res,  Aug  18th.  Beddington  SF,  Feb  9th,  Apr  19th,  20th,  28th 

(2) ,  May  3rd  (2),  June  23rd  (1)  and  24th  (8).  Epsom  Common,  Mar  3rd 

(3) ,  Apr  15th  (1).  South  Norwood  CP,  Feb  1 1th  to  24th.  Walton  Res,  Mar 
8th.  West  Ewell,  Feb  7th  (2).  Wimbledon,  one  found  dead  in  mid- 
February. 

Spotted  Redshank  Tringa  erythropus 

Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  June  19th  (SRP).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  July 
29th  (MKD),  two  on  Aug  28th  (AAB)  and  one  on  Sept  1st 
(AVM,PN,PJV)  and  3rd  (AAB). 

Amwell  GP,  one  on  Sept  6th  (MI).  Troy  Mill  GP,  one  on  Aug  2nd  (IGJ). 
Tyttenhanger  GP,  two  on  Aug  31st,  one  still  present  on  Sept  1st  (TEc)- 
Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Feb  2nd  (BEW). 

Beddington  SF,  one  on  July  2nd,  two  from  July  22nd  to  31st,  four 
different  birds  on  July  26th  (BBR),  two  on  Aug  22nd  (SW),  one  on  Aug 
24th  (AM),  two  on  Aug  25th  and  26th  (JWy,SW),  two  on  Sept  1st  and 
3rd  (MJN)  and  one  on  Sept  6th  (BBR). 

This  species  remains  scarce  in  the  London  Area  with  only  about  16 
records  of  23  birds  with  none  at  all  in  spring.  However,  a  good  series  of 
birds  moved  through  Beddington  SF  in  autumn.  Winter  records  are  rare 
but  not  unprecedented. 


ABOVE:  Purple  Sandpiper  at  Wm.  Girling  Reservoir,  October  1991 
(Photo:  Phil  Vines ) 

BELOW:  Mediterranean  Gull  at  Croxley,  March  1991 
(Photo:  David  Rimes/Birding  Images ) 


c 


Ring-billed  Gull  at  Uxbridge,  F ebruary-April  and  N ox ember-Dec ember  1991 . 
(Photo:  ABOVE  -  Peter  Gasson,  BELOW  -  David  Rimes/Birding  Images ) 
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202  Redshank  Tringa  totanus 

Breeding  season  records,  the  largest  counts  in  each  county  and  two  Inner 
London  records  are  given. 

E  Highest  monthly  counts  at  the  two  main  sites  along  the  Lower  Thames 
are  given  in  the  table  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Rainham  Marsh 

140 

160 

155 

50 

15 

100 

105 

150 

West  Thurrock 

1000 

1500 

500 

100 

500 

1500 

2000 

2500 

There  were  few  other  records  from  the  river,  although  there  were  27  at 
Barking  on  Dec  15th.  At  inland  sites,  there  were  12  at  King  George  V 
Res  from  Apr  3rd  to  6th  and  up  to  eight  at  Walthamstow  Res  in  April. 
Breeding  pairs  were  found  at  the  following  localities  (numbers  of  pairs  in 
parentheses):  Belhus  Woods  CP  (1),  Berwick  Ponds  (5),  Dagenham 
Chase  (1),  Fishers  Green  (1),  Rainham  Marsh  (13-14)  and  West  Thurrock 
(13-14).  Other  pairs  were  present  in  the  breeding  season,  but  not  proved 
to  breed,  at  Barking  (2),  Hall  Marsh  (2-3)  and  Netherhall  GP  (1). 

H  At  Amwell  GP,  four  pairs  nested  without  success  whilst  a  pair  possibly 
bred  at  Smug  Oak  Lane,  two  pairs  were  present  in  April  and  May  at 
Broad  Colney  and  a  pair  was  displaying  at  Tyttenhanger  GP  also  in  April 
and  May.  Highest  counts  were  up  to  eight  at  Amwell  GP  in  April  and 
May  and  15  at  Tyttenhanger  GP  on  Mar  27th. 

M  The  only  evidence  of  breeding  was  of  two  pairs  holding  territory  at 
Downe  Barns  Farm  in  May.  Highest  counts  from  the  three  main  localities 
are  given  in  the  following  table. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

King  George  VI  Res  10  1  2  1  4  10  1  -  9  15  14 

Perry  Oaks  SF  -  -756312 

Staines  Res  5  4  21  10  4  10  -  -  -  1  9  6 

The  usual  late  March  influx  at  Staines  Res  was  again  noted  with  the  peak 
count  on  Mar  29th.  The  only  other  site  holding  more  than  three  birds  was 
Highway  Farm  pools,  Harefield,  where  there  were  nine  on  Apr  10th. 
Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Apr  2nd  and  Dec  1 1th  (ARD). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  two  pairs  bred;  maximum  of  nine  on  June  1st. 

K  There  were  two  pairs  displaying  at  Crayford  Marsh  in  March  and  three 
pairs  at  Dartford  Marsh.  A  pair  summered  at  Thamesmead  and  two  were 
displaying  at  Swanscombe  on  May  6th.  Highest  monthly  counts  from  the 
main  sites  are  given. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul  Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec' 

Crayford  Marsh 

62 

20 

69 

- 

- 

6 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dartford  Marsh 

600 

51 

95 

26 

8 

6 

4 

15 

70 

50 

60 

Also  of  note  was  60  at  Thamesmead  in  January  and  20  there  in 
November.  The  only  record  away  from  the  Thames  was  of  six  at  Charlton 
on  Feb  17th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  three  pairs  attempted  to  breed,  one  successfully  -  the  first 
breeding  at  this  site  for  ten  years. 
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204  Greenshank  Tringa  nebularia 

There  were  two  March  records  this  year,  one  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  Mar 
13th  (CW«,RW«)  and  three  at  Tyttenhanger  GP  on  Mar  28th  (DR/). 
Although  very  unusual  in  this  month,  both  records  presumably  relate  to 
early  spring  migrants 

The  main  spring  passage  this  year  was  between  Apr  20th  and  June  6th  and 
apart  from  six  at  West  Thurrock  and  Rainham  Marsh  in  late  May  and  four 
at  Tyttenhanger  GP  on  May  24th,  most  records  consisted  of  just  one  or 
two  birds.  Probably  the  first  autumn  record  was  noted  on  June  28th  and 
passage  lasted  to  Nov  3rd  with  the  highest  counts  coming  from: 
Beddington  SF  (11  on  Aug  26th),  Rainham  Marsh  (ten  on  Aug  15th), 
West  Thurrock  (eight  on  Sept  1st)  and  Dartford  Marsh  (seven  on  Sept 
9th). 

The  strength  and  timing  of  the  migration  through  the  Area  is  shown  in  the 
following  table  which  gives  the  approximate  numbers  of  bird/days 
recorded  for  each  county  during  the  main  passage  months.  It  does  not 
include  records  for  which  no  precise  date  or  number  could  be  determined. 


Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Essex 

2 

27 

6 

26- 

47 

86 

31 

4 

Herts 

2 

20 

- 

7 

49 

26 

- 

- 

Middx 

4 

15 

1 

3 

5 

24 

2 

- 

Bucks 

1 

1 

- 

1 

5 

- 

- 

- 

Kent 

- 

- 

- 

- 

14 

15 

- 

- 

Surrey 

2 

8 

4 

5 

30 

36 

6 

- 

Totals 

11 

71 

11 

44 

150 

187 

39 

4 

1990  Additional  Records 

E  King  George  V  Res,  six  on  Aug  25th.  West  Thurrock,  six  on  Sept  25th. 

208  Green  Sandpiper  Tringa  ochropus 

Small  numbers  were  widespread  in  the  winter  months  with  records  from 
no  fewer  than  37  sites  during  the  period  January  to  March,  the  vast 
majority  of  sites  holding  less  than  three  birds  at  any  one  time.  The  highest 
counts  during  this  period  came  from  Rye  Meads  (11  on  Jan  14th)  and 
Beddington  SF  (six  on  Mar  14th).  At  the  end  of  the  year,  birds  were 
reported  from  28  sites  during  November  and  December  with  eight  at  Rye 
Meads  on  Nov  3rd,  five  at  Beddington  SF  in  November  and  five  at 
Rainham  Marsh  in  both  months.  There  were  rather  few  records  in  April 
and  the  last  bird  of  spring  was  on  May  7th.  One  or  two  birds  in  early  June 
probably  qualify  as  the  first  returning  autumn  migrants.  The  usual  high 
numbers  were  recorded  in  July  and  August,  particularly  at  Rainham 
Marsh,  where  there  were  some  very  good  counts.  The  highest  autumn 
counts  in  each  sector  are  given  below. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  50+  on  July  20th  and  45  on  Aug  10th.  West  Thurrock, 
eight  on  Aug  15th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  five  on  Aug  26th.  Coopers  Green  GP,  eight  on  Aug  11th. 
Maple  Lodge  NR,  ten  on  Aug  19th  and  21st.  Rye  House  Marsh,  13  on 
July  27th  and  up  to  11  in  August.  Rye  Meads,  11  on  Aug  3rd. 
Tyttenhanger  GP,  seven  on  July  16th. 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  ten  on  Aug  9th.  Rammey  Marsh,  ten  on  Aug  18th. 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  16  on  Aug  20th. 
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K  Dartford  Marsh,  six  on  Aug  31st.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  six  on  Sept  15th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  13  on  Aug  8th.  Walton  Res,  five  on  Sept  20th. 

209  Wood  Sandpiper  Tringa  glare ola 

E  Hall  Marsh,  Waltham  Abbey,  one  from  Aug  30th  to  Sept  2nd  (DAs,RA). 
Ingreboume  Valley,  one  on  Apr  23rd  (LH).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  May 
18th  (MKD,VH),  three  on  May  30th  and  June  1st  and  two  on  June  3rd 
(MKD,SRP).  West  Thurrock,  singles  on  Aug  11th  (PJV)  and  15th 
(KB,AAB). 

H  Amwell  GP,  singles  on  Aug  1st  (CC,MI)  and  Aug  31st  (BR,GJW). 
Tyttenhanger  GP,  one  on  Apr  26th  (PHf),  three  on  May  28th  (PHf,PDW) 
and  one  on  June  1st  (PHf). 

M  Enfield  Lock,  one  on  Aug  25th  was  heard  flying  over  (SCr).  Kempton 
Park  Res,  one  on  May  29th  (CL)  and  two  on  May  30th  and  June  1st 
(RBH,PN).  Perry  Oaks  SF,  one  on  May  27th,  three  on  May  29th  and  two 
on  Aug  5th  (CL).  Rammey  Marsh,  one  on  Sept  6th  (SCr). 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  one  on  Aug  31st  (DJMs). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Sept  5th  (RBH,CL).  Beddington  SF,  singles  on 
May  11th  (JWy),  from  May  25th  to  28th  (BBR),  June  2nd  (BBR,SW), 
two  from  June  3rd  to  5th  (JAt7,BBR,SW),  singles  on  June  28th,  July  4th 
and  5th  (MJN),  Aug  2nd  to  7th  (BBR)  and  Aug  14th  (PH t). 

1990  Additional  Records 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  two  on  May  4th.  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Aug  16th  (SCr). 

A  poor  year  but  there  was  a  small  but  noticeable  influx  for  a  few  days  in 
late  May  and  early  June,  which  coincided  with  easterly  winds  and  much 
wader  movement  across  the  Area. 

211  Common  Sandpiper  Actitis  hypoleucos 

Again  very  common  during  the  main  passage  months.  Peak  monthly 
counts  at  the  main  localities  are  shown  in  the  table  below,  and  whilst  the 
highest  numbers  were  noted  as  usual  between  mid-July  and  mid-August, 
there  were  obviously  still  good  numbers  present  in  early  September, 
rather  later  than  in  most  years.  The  June  records  probably  all  refer  to 
migrants  as  all  were  one  day  birds. 


Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

E 

King  George  V  Res 

2 

9 

2 

18 

36 

30 

1 

Rainham  Marsh 

1 

1 

1 

32 

30 

25 

- 

Walthamstow  Res 

1 

2 

9 

4 

-  • 

- 

West  Thurrock 

- 

1 

1 

10 

5 

3 

1 

Wm  Girling  Res 

- 

4 

' 

32 

21 

9 

i 

H 

Amwell  GP 

2 

1 

1 

4 

10 

4 

- 

Hilfield  Park  Res 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

4 

- 

Tyttenhanger  GP 

- 

3 

3 

10 

10 

10 

l 

M 

King  George  VI  Res 

1 

1 

- 

13 

28 

4 

- 

Perry  Oaks  SF 

2 

2 

- 

13 

28 

4 

- 

Queen  Mary  Res 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12 

9 

2 

K 

Dartford  Marsh 

- 

2 

1 

2 

11 

3 

- 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

3 

2 

1 

2 

12 

- 

- 

Thamesmead 

- 

- 

- 

6 

15 

10 

4 

S 

Bam  Elms  Res 

5 

5 

3 

17 

17 

7 

3 

Beddington  SF 

2 

4 

3 

10 

12 

4 

1 

Walton  Res 

1 

2 

— 

7 

4 

1 

— 
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All  winter  records,  an  Inner  London  Record  and  a  few  other  high  counts 
are  shown  under  counties  below.  There  were  several  records  on  Feb  9th 
and  10th  which  were  clearly  connected  with  the  severe  weather  at  this  time. 

E  Fairlop,  one  on  Nov  9th.  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  five  in  January  and 
February  but  six  on  Feb  9th,  and  up  to  six  in  November  and  December. 
Walthamstow  Res,  one  in  January  and  February  with  two  on  Feb  7th. 

H  Cheshunt  GP,  five  on  July  14th.  Rye  Meads,  six  on  Sept  15th. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res,  singles  on  Jan  25th  and  Feb  24th.  Staines  Res,  one  in 
January  and  on  Feb  3rd,  and  two  on  Feb  9th.  Sunbury  Common,  one  in  a 
petrol  station  forecourt  on  Feb  10th.  Wraysbury  Res,  eight  on  Aug  9th. 
Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Aug  1st  (ARD). 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  seven  on  July  13th.  Queen  Mother  Res,  six  on  Aug  18th. 

K  Charlton,  one  on  Feb  17th.  Crayford  Marsh,  seven  on  Aug  26th. 
Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Feb  10th.  Thamesmead,  one  in  January,  up  to 
three  in  February  and  four  in  November. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Nov  6th.  Holmethorpe  SP,  seven  on  Apr  30th. 

213  Turnstone  Arenaria  interpres 

E  Grays,  eight  on  Jan  13th  and  ten  plus  on  Dec  14th.  King  George  V  Res, 
singles  on  Apr  25th  and  May  9th.  Rainham  Marsh,  three  on  May  18th. 
two  on  May  25th,  27th  and  June  1st,  four  on  June  3rd,  two  on  June  6th 
and  singles  on  June  8th, 9th,  15th,  16th  and  July  20th  with  two  on  Aug 
25th.  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Jan  25th,  two  on  May  10th,  one  on  Oct  19th 
and  two  on  Dec  27th.  Wm  Girling  Res,  singles  on  Aug  7th  and  14th  and 
three  on  Aug  20th. 

H  Hampermill,  one  on  Aug  28th  was  seen  in  a  garden  near  the  lake  but  was 
caught  by  a  cat,  and  although  rescued,  later  died.  Tyttenhanger  GP.  two 
on  May  24th  and  one  on  May  30th. 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  two  on  Aug  1st  and  one  on  Aug  1 1th.  Perry  Oaks 
SF,  singles  on  May  29th  and  Sept  1st.  Queen  Mary  Res,  two  on  May  4th 
and  one  on  Aug  27th.  Staines  Res,  three  on  May  4th.  two  on  May  5th.  6th 
and  8th,  singles  on  May  12th  and  26th,  two  on  May  30th  and  one  on  June 
2nd;  singles  on  July  7th,  18th  and  23rd,  two  on  July  26th,  Aug  1st.  4th 
and  26th  and  a  flock  of  14  flew  S  on  Aug  14th.  Wraysbury  Res,  one  on 
Aug  9th. 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  one  on  Aug  26th.  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  on  Sept  17th. 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  one  on  Feb  16th.  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  May  9th  and 
16th,  singles  on  May  25th  and  28th,  two  on  May  30th  and  in  August 
singles  on  18th,  29th  and  31st.  Swanscombe  Marsh,  three  on  Jan  1st  and 
21  on  May  6th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  May  8th.  Beddington  SF,  singles  on  Apr  10th  and 
July  25th.  Walton  Res,  four  on  May  7th,  two  on  May  30th  and  June  3rd. 

There  were  the  usual  winter  reports  from  the  Lower  Thames  where  it 
occurs  each  year  in  this  season,  if  rather  sporadically.  Widespread  on 
spring  passage  which  this  year  lasted  from  Apr  25th  to  June  16th,  peaked 
in  early  May  and  included  an  exceptional  flock  of  21  at  Swanscombe  at 
this  time.  Slightly  less  common  in  autumn,  birds  were  noted  from  July 
7th  (quite  an  early  date)  until  Sept  1st,  with  a  typical  scattering  of  records 
in  late  July  and  August  and  a  good  count  of  14  at  Staines  Res  in  mid- 
August. 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  1991 


69 


216  Grey  Phalarope  Phalaropus  fulicaria 

E  King  George  V  Res,  the  bird  present  at  this  site  since  Dec  16th  1990 
remained  until  Jan  1 1th. 

This  long-staying  bird  provided  the  first  January  record  of  this  species  for 
the  London  Area.  A  photograph  of  this  bird  appeared  in  LBR: 55,  opposite 
page  65. 

218  Arctic  Skua  Stercorarius  parasiticus 

M  Staines  Res,  a  juvenile  flew  SE  on  Sept  28th  (DJMs). 

Only  one  record  falls  well  below  the  average  of  recent  years;  a  typical 
date. 

Skua  sp  Stercorarius  parasiticus! longicaudus 

M  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  a  juvenile  flew  W  on  Sept  9th  (ARD)  was 
either  Arctic  or  Long-tailed. 

220  Great  Skua  Stercorarius  skua 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Aug  29th,  arrived  from  the  NE  then  flew  down 
river  towards  Purfleet  (MKD). 

This  was  the  earliest  autumn  record  ever  (the  previous  earliest  was  on 
Sept  6th)  and  coincided  with  a  Leach’s  Petrel  at  the  same  site;  the  18th 
London  record. 

222  Mediterranean  Gull  Larus  melanocephalus 

Another  good,  if  not  exceptional,  year.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  provide 
an  accurate  assessment  of  the  number  of  birds  involved  in  this  year’s 
sightings,  but  probably  no  fewer  than  30  birds  were  seen.  The  situation  is 
complicated,  not  only  by  the  interchange  of  birds  between  adjacent 
localities,  but  also  by  the  undoubted  fact  that  many  birds  present  in  the 
first  winter  period  return  to  the  Area  in  the  second  winter  period.  The 
stronghold  remains  on  the  east  side  of  London  which  probably  accounted 
for  70%  of  all  records.  Following  the  first  record  of  a  juvenile  in  1987, 
the  two  this  year  take  the  total  to  nine  birds. 

E  Fishers  Green,  an  adult  flew  W  on  Mar  4th  (SCr).  King  George  V  Res,  an 
adult  flew  N  on  Jan  30th  (PJV);  a  first- winter  on  Mar  1st  and  14th;  then 
one  on  Oct  25th  (lst-w),  two  on  28th  (lst-w/2nd-w),  two  on  29th  (both 
lst-w),  an  adult  on  Oct  30th,  31st,  Nov  3rd  (RMC,SCr  et  al )  and  a  first- 
winter  on  Dec  7th  (RMC,AAB).  Rainham  Marsh,  an  adult  on  Feb  3rd  and 
16th  (MKD,SRP),  a  juvenile  moulting  into  first- winter  on  Sept  21st 
(MAH)  and  a  first-winter  on  Nov  30th  (MKD,MAH,SRP).  Walthamstow 
Res,  an  adult  on  Jan  1st  (GJW),  a  first-winter  on  Mar  5th,  9th  (SCr, PJV), 
and  an  adult  on  17th  (PL),  a  first-winter  on  Apr  7th  and  Dec  29th 
(DL?,PL).  West  Thurrock,  an  adult  on  Mar  10th  (SRP,MKD).  Wm 
Girling  Res,  one  on  Jan  28th  (2nd-w),  two  on  29th  (ad/2nd-w),  30th  (ad), 
an  adult  on  Feb  15th  (ad)  and  from  28th  to  Mar  14th,  one  on  Nov  20th 
(ad),  Dec  24th  (lst-w)  and  31st  (ad)  (RMC,SCr,PJV  et  al). 
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H  Amwell  GP,  a  juvenile  on  Sept  1st,  two  on  2nd  and  a  first-winter  on  Dec 
29th  (GJW).  Croxley,  West  Watford,  the  regular  adult  from  Nov  14th 
1990  remained  until  Mar  9th  (DSF  et  al ),  then  returned  for  its  fifth 
consecutive  winter  on  Nov  16th  and  stayed  into  1992  (GSE,AVM  et  al)  - 
see  photograph  opposite  page  64.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  an  adult  (presumably 
the  Croxley  bird)  on  Jan  24th  and  27th  (GSE,SMy).  Stocker’s  Lake,  an 
adult,  considered  on  plumage  to  be  different  from  the  Croxley  bird,  on 
Mar  6th  (DSF). 

M  Brent  Res,  a  first-winter  on  Nov  30th  (ASMS  et  al).  Ponders  End  Lake, 
an  adult  on  Feb  24th,  a  first-winter  on  Dec  7th  (PJV)  and  28th  (ACv)  - 
these  sightings  probably  involved  birds  seen  roosting  on  Wm  Girling  Res 
(see  Essex).  Tottenham  Marsh,  a  first-winter  on  Apr  7th  and  an  adult  flew 
over  Tottenham  Cemetery  on  Aug  14th  (DLf). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  a  first-winter  on  Dec  10th  (CDRH). 

K  Bromley  Common,  a  first-winter  on  Dec  15th  (DD<2,RJG,GBO).  Dartford 
Marsh,  an  adult  on  Jan  19th  (SJG).  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  an  adult  on 
several  dates  from  Jan  5th  to  27th  and  Feb  17th  and  Mar  3rd  (SJG). 

S  Beddington  SF,  an  adult  on  Mar  3rd  and  a  first  winter  on  Nov  17th 
(BBR).  Holmethorpe  SP,  a  first-winter  on  Feb  16th  (GWJH.JASP)  and  an 
adult  on  20th  (GWJH).  South  Norwood  CP,  one  flew  SW  on  Jan  26th 
(JBi). 

1989  Additional  Records 

E  Walthamstow  Res,  an  adult  on  Mar  12th.  Wm  Girling  Res,  first  winters 
on  Jan  4th  and  Nov  9th  (SCr). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res,  an  adult  on  Dec  31st  (RJW). 

1989  Correction 

Waltham  Abbey,  an  adult  on  Dec  17th  and  18th  and  not  as  stated  {LBR: 
54:61). 

1990  Additional  Records 

E  Wm  Girling  Res,  an  adult  on  Dec  8th  (SCr). 

M  Tottenham  Cemetery,  an  adult  flew  E  on  Dec  24th  (DLf). 

225  Little  Gull  Larus  minutus 

Although  the  number  of  bird/days  declined  from  414  in  1990  to  283  this 
year  it  was  still  the  fifth  best  year  ever  (Staines  Res  alone  had  230 
bird/days  in  1990).  Around  145  birds  were  involved  in  this  year's 
sightings,  falling  not  far  below  last  year’s  total  of  150  suggesting  that 
birds  stayed  longer  on  site  in  1990.  The  table  below  shows  the  bird/day 
distribution  by  month  and  county. 


Jan  Feb  Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Totals 

Essex 

-  -  - 

11 

10 

36 

1 

8 

5 

1 

3 

- 

75 

Herts 

-  -  - 

13 

4 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

19 

Middx 

-  -  - 

19 

21 

- 

29 

54 

58 

17 

1 

- 

170 

Bucks 

6 

- 

6 

Kent 

-  -  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

— 

- 

- 

4 

Surrey 

-1 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

9 

1 

48 

35 

36 

30 

66 

67 

18 

10 

_ 

283 

There  were  no  winter  records  at  the  start  of  the  year  and  then  only  one  in 
March,  at  Island  Bam  Res  on  23rd.  The  subsequent  disappointing  spring 
passage  began  in  early  April,  peaked  in  late  April  and  early  May  and  had 
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virtually  finished  by  mid-May.  There  were  no  significant  movements  until 
Apr  21st  when  six  were  at  Hilfield  Park  Res,  followed  by  six  at  Staines 
Res  on  25th.  Seven  more  were  at  Staines  on  30th  with  four  at  Bam  Elms 
Res.  Another  small  peak  occurred  in  early  May  with  six  at  Staines  on  2nd 
and  5  th,  with  three  at  both  Am  well  GP  and  Walthamstow  Res  on  the  latter 
date.  Three  were  at  King  George  V  Res  on  27th,  with  two  birds  (both 
immatures)  staying  until  June  27th  and  the  other  to  July  1st. 

The  only  birds  during  July  were  at  Staines  Res,  with  one  on  6th  and  two 
on  7th,  both  birds  staying  until  at  least  Aug  11th  and  singles  at  West 
Thurrock  on  7th  and  Bedfont  on  14th.  The  autumn  passage,  like  the 
spring,  was  little  more  than  a  trickle  with  peaks  of  three  at  Staines  on 
Aug  17th,  six  on  27th  and  seven  on  29th  and  four  at  King  George  V  Res 
on  30th.  During  September  there  were  seven  at  Staines  on  6th  and  three 
at  King  George  VI  Res  on  7th.  A  small  movement  was  apparent  on  15th 
with  seven  at  Staines  and  ten  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  Two  birds  were  at 
Queen  Mary  on  Oct  2nd,  rising  to  four  on  4th  declining  to  one  by  20th; 
the  only  other  October  records  were  singles  at  Walton  Res  on  10th  and 
King  George  V  on  10th  and  31st.  Finally  a  little  flurry  of  birds  appeared 
in  early  November  with  one  at  Queen  Mother  Res  and  two  at  West 
Thurrock,  singles  at  both  sites  on  3rd  with  another  at  Queen  Mary  and  the 
last  birds  of  the  year  were  four  at  Queen  Mother  on  4th. 


228  Black-headed  Gull  Larus  ridibundus 

All  counts  of  2,000  or  more,  the  highest  counts  in  Inner  London  and 
records  of  birds  in  abnormal  plumages  are  given. 

E  Nazeing,  5,500  at  roost  on  Dec  30th.  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  11,000  in 
January,  12,000  in  February,  2,000  in  March,  5,000  in  November  and 
12,000  in  December.  West  Thurrock,  2,000  on  Jan  13th  and  5,000  on  Dec 
22nd.  A  leucistic  adult  was  at  Walthamstow  Res  on  Feb  8th  and  10th  and 
at  Wm  Girling  Res  on  Dec  31st,  this  was  the  same  bird  first  seen  on 
Girling  Res  in  January  1990. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res,  2,500  roosting  on  Aug  31st;  at  least  two  almost  white 
individuals  were  seen  roosting  during  the  winter  months. 

M  Brent  Res,  up  to  3,000  roosting  in  August.  Broadwater  GP,  c5,000 
roosting  on  Dec  1st.  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park,  500+  on  Nov  5th. 
Regent’s  Park,  800  on  Jan  16th. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  an  all  white  leucistic  bird  on  Feb  8th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  2,000  on  Feb  10th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  6,900  on  Feb  21st.  Holmethorpe  SP,  4,000  on  Feb  18th 
and  3,000  in  December.  Inner  London :  River  Thames  at  Westminster, 
‘very  numerous  during  the  winter  months’. 

232  Ring-billed  Gull  Larus  delawarensis 

M  Rockingham  Recreation  Ground,  Uxbridge,  an  adult  from  Feb  2nd  to  Apr 
3rd  and  then  again  from  Nov  12th  into  1992  (SY  et  al );  this  bird  was  also 
seen  at  the  nearby  Greenway  School  playing  fields  in  November  and 
December  (see  photographs  opposite  page  65). 

The  fifth  London  record  of  this  North  American  gull.  Following  a  series 
of  one-day  records  this  was  the  first  to  stay  long  enough  to  be  seen  by  a 
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wider  audience  in  London.  It  proved  to  be  a  cooperative  and  fairly 
predictable  bird.  The  finder  had  only  just  moved  to  the  area  so  it  begs  the 
question  how  many  previous  winters  it  might  have  been  frequenting 
Uxbridge. 

233  Common  Gull  Larus  canus 

Highest  counts  in  each  county  and  significant  Inner  London  records  are 
given  below. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  1,200  in  January,  3,000  in  February,  1,000  in 
November  and  December;  MKD  and  SRP  considered  that  1%  of  the 
individuals  present  during  December  showed  characters  of  the  Siberian 
race  L.c.heinii,  this  subspecies  is  larger  than  the  nominate  L.c.canus  with 
a  mantle  as  dark,  or  almost  as  dark  as  a  Kittiwake.  Nazeing,  500  on  Dec 
30th. 

H  Hatfield  Polytechnic,  c300  on  Mar  9th  and  230+  on  19th.  Rye  Meads, 
200  flew  N  on  Mar  23rd. 

M  Brent  Res,  200+  on  Feb  9th  and  230  on  Mar  16th.  Kempton  Park  Res, 
140  on  Mar  16th.  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  64  on  Jan  16th  was  the 
highest  count  of  the  year. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  150  on  Feb  10th.  Littlebrook  GP,  60  on  Feb  9th  and  68 
on  18th. 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  c300  on  Feb  16th  and  c200  in  December. 

234  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  Larus  fuscus 

A  selection  of  roost  counts,  as  well  as  some  details  of  the  regular  late 
summer/  autumn  passage  are  provided.  The  forthcoming  gull  roost  survey 
should  provide  a  better  idea  of  the  true  number  of  gulls  wintering  in 
London.  Although  no  breeding  was  reported  this  year  the  species  was 
present  in  the  breeding  season  and  is  probably  still  breeding  in  Inner 
London. 

E  Aveley  Landfill,  200  on  Aug  31st.  Dagenham  Corridor,  198  on  Sept  25th. 
Nazeing  GP,  178  on  Oct  19th  and  300  on  Oct  31st.  Rainham  Marsh,  100 
on  July  20th,  up  to  300  in  August  and  250  in  September.  Wm  Girling 
Res,  140  on  July  27th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  100  on  Aug  19th,  300  on  Sept  30th  and  520  on  Oct  7th. 
Great  Amwell,  120+  on  Oct  26th.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  250+  on  Sept  27th. 

M  Inner  London :  Kings  Cross  development  area,  the  site  where  up  to  five 
pairs  bred  in  recent  years  was  not  checked  during  1991,  but  up  to  seven 
birds  were  seen  in  the  area.  Regent’s  Park,  one  pair  probably  bred  on 
buildings  in  the  park.  St  Pancras  Church,  one  pair  present,  but  did  not 
breed.  Other  birds  were  seen  during  the  breeding  season  at  Kensington 
Gardens  and  Marble  Arch. 

K  Sevenoaks  reserve,  125  on  Sept  9th. 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  cl 00  in  January  to  March  and  up  to  300  in  the  autumn. 
Inner  London :  River  Thames  at  Westminster,  at  least  two  adults  present 
during  the  breeding  season;  115  on  Sept  15th  between  Waterloo  and 
Tower  Bridges. 
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235a  Herring  Gull  Larus  argentatus 

All  counts  of  100  or  more  and  peak  Inner  London  counts  are  given.  As 
with  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  breeding  was  not  proved  this  year, 
although  it  seems  likely  to  have  taken  place.  Quite  how  many  pairs  might 
be  breeding  on  unobserved  roofs  in  London  will  remain  a  matter  of  pure 
speculation. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  300  in  February  and  500  in  November  and 
December. 

H  Amwell  GP,  200  on  Feb  8th.  Great  Amwell,  100+  on  Jan  25th.  Tilehouse 
GP,  103  on  Feb  2nd  and  173  on  8th. 

M  Royal  Free  Hospital,  Belsize  Park,  one  pair  may  have  bred.  Inner 
London :  Camley  Street  Wildlife  Park,  one  seen  carrying  nesting  material 
on  May  9th.  Lord’s  Cricket  Ground,  St  John’s  Wood,  one  pair  bred. 
Kings  Cross  development,  the  site  where  up  to  six  pairs  have  nested  in 
recent  years  was  not  checked  during  1991  but  up  to  three  birds  were  seen 
nearby.  Regent’s  Park,  one  pair  probably  bred  in  the  park;  15  on  June 
20th  included  one  white  leucistic  bird.  St  James’s  Park,  the  resident  adult 
with  yellow  legs  was  present  all  year  and  probably  bred,  paired  with  a 
pink-legged  individual.  St  Pancras  Church,  one  pair  bred  raising  two 
young. 

K  Sevenoaks  reserve,  120  on  Jan  6th. 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  100+  from  January  to  March  and  up  to  800  in 
December. 

235b  Yellow-legged  Herring  Gull 

Following  a  rather  disappointing  year  in  1990  the  figures  this  year 
represent  a  return  to  form.  This  can  largely  be  explained  by  the  massive 
concentration  of  birds  at  the  Rainham  rubbish  tip  -  the  count  of  220+ 
(60%  adults)  on  Aug  24th  is  a  new  London  record.  The  previous  best 
count  was  135  at  Stone  (K)  in  September  1989.  In  fact  all  the  counts 
away  from  the  Lower  Thames  were  very  modest,  five  at  Staines  being  the 
next  best  count.  All  records  are  given  in  the  table  below  in  the  form  of 
monthly  peak  counts  at  each  site. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Aveley  landfill 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

4 

4 

5 

3 

- 

King  George  V  Res 

1 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Rainham  Marsh 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

25 

220 

120 

15 

2 

2 

West  Thurrock 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

5 

23 

4 

5 

12 

"  4 

Wm  Girling  Res 

1 

- 

- 

~ 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

H 

Amwell  GP 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

M 

Brent  Res 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

1 

King  George  VI  Res 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Shepperton  GP 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Staines  Res 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

5 

5 

1 

— 

- 

- 

K 

Crayford  Marsh 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dartford  Marsh 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

6 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Littlebrook 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

— 

- 

— 

Swanscombe 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

S 

Bam  Elms  Res 

2 

2 

Holmethorpe  SP 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Others 

- 

2 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

3 

2 

5 

_ 

_ 

8 

44 

265 

133 

36 

21 

9 

1990  Additional  Records 
E  Nazeing  GP,  one  on  Dec  27th. 
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Also  in  1990,  a  bird  ringed  on  June  3rd  1988  in  Sardinia  was  found  dead 
at  London  City  Airport  on  Aug  27th  providing  evidence  as  to  the  origin 
of  at  least  some  of  some  of  the  Yellow-legged  Herring  Gulls  which  occur 
in  London. 

236  Iceland  Gull  Larus  glaucoides 

E  King  George  V  Res,  a  first-winter  on  Jan  20th  (SCr)-  Nazeing  GP,  an 
adult  on  Jan  6th,  9th  and  10th  (SCr,GJW  et  al).  Netherhall  GP.  a  first- 
winter  on  Nov  16th  (GJW),  was  presumably  the  Nazeing  bird.  Wm 
Girling  Res,  a  first-winter  roosting  on  Feb  28th  (RMC). 

Three  records  maintains  last  year’s  return  to  form.  All  the  records  during 
the  last  40  years  have  fallen  between  late  December  and  April,  so  the 
November  sighting  is  distinctly  unusual. 

236/237  Iceland/Glaucous  Gull  Larus  glaucoides/hyperboreus 

H  Rye  Meads,  a  first-winter  on  Oct  25th  (PR)  was  almost  certainly  the 
Glaucous  Gull  seen  at  Am  well  GP  from  Oct  27  th. 

237  Glaucous  Gull  Larus  hyperboreus 

E  King  George  V  Res,  a  first-winter  on  Jan  20th,  26th  and  27th  (ACv.SCr), 
a  first-winter  from  Oct  26th  to  31st,  with  an  adult  on  Oct  29th  (SCr  et  al). 
H  Amwell  GP,  a  first-winter  on  Jan  20th  (GJW),  a  juvenile/first-winter 
from  Oct  27th  to  Nov  2nd  (GJW  et  al ),  presumably  the  bird  seen  roosting 
on  King  George  V  Res  (E)  and  the  same  at  Cheshunt  GP  flying  S  on  Oct 
29th  (ADW). 

M  Wraysbury  Res,  an  adult  on  Jan  25th  (CL). 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  an  adult  on  Dec  26th  (GWJH).  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res. 
an  adult  on  Feb  24th  (DLf). 

Six  records  this  year  compares  with  two  in  1990  and  four  in  1989: 
however  the  average  for  the  four  years  from  1985-88  was  nearly  14. 

238  Great  Black-backed  Gull  Larus  marinus 

Most  of  the  counts  this  year  were  at  daytime  sites  and  not  at  roost  sites, 
we  will  need  to  wait  until  the  gull  roost  survey  to  get  a  truer  picture  of  the 
number  of  birds  wintering  in  London. 

All  counts  of  ten  or  more  and  all  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  200  on  Jan  19th,  250  on  Nov  24th  and  300  on  Dec  27th. 

West  Thurrock,  100  on  Jan  13th  and  150  on  Dec  22nd. 

H  Amwell  GP,  30  on  Jan  19th,  35  on  Feb  8th,  15  on  Oct  25th  and  ten  on 
Dec  24th.  Rye  Meads,  14  on  Feb  15th. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  27+  on  Dec  1st.  Staines  Res,  16  on  Oct  13th  and  30  on 
28th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Jan  8th,  1 1th  and  15th. 

B  Tilehouse  GP,  16  on  Jan  12th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  12  on  Jan  3rd,  25  on  5th,  20  on  Aug  5th,  1 1  on  6th,  16 
on  Sept  10th,  24  on  Nov  25th  and  20  on  Dec  22nd.  Sevenoaks  reserve, 
300  on  Jan  6th. 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  cl 80  in  December.  Walton  Res,  145  on  Jan  31st.  Inner 
London:  All  sightings  came  from  the  River  Thames:  Bankside  Power 
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Station,  one  on  Sept  30th;  Battersea,  eight  on  Sept  23rd;  Blackfriars,  one 
on  Sept  15th;  Lambeth,  one  on  Jan  29th  and  Feb  5th;  Waterloo  to 
Vauxhall,  two  on  Oct  23rd,  one  on  Nov  17th  and  Westminster,  one  on 
Oct  15  th. 

240  Kittiwake  Rissa  tridactyla 

E  King  George  V  Res,  adults  on  May  5th  (DLf,PJV)  and  7th  (RMC). 
Nazeing  GP,  a  juvenile  on  Oct  19th  (PR).  Rainham  Marsh,  two  (ad/juv) 
flew  downriver  on  Jan  5th  (SRP).  West  Thurrock,  adults  on  Jan  27th, 
Mar  24th  and  Apr  21st  (PJV). 

H  Amwell  GP,  an  adult  on  Apr  8th  (GJW).  Hilfield  Park  Res,  three  from 
Apr  1st  to  2nd  (GSE,SMy).  Stanstead  Abbotts  GP,  an  adult  on  Dec  21st 
(BR). 

M  Brent  Res,  an  adult  on  Apr  7th  (WR),  juveniles  on  July  25th  and  Sept  1st 
(WHCG).  Staines  Res,  an  adult  on  Apr  18th  (CL),  two  adults  from  Apr 
21st  to  24th  (RBH,DJMs  et  al),  one  on  June  1st  (DJMs).  Inner  London : 
Regent’s  Park,  one  picked  up  oiled  on  Jan  12th  and  after  rehabilitation 
was  released  on  Mar  1  st  ( ARD). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  on  Nov  3rd  (DJMs). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  an  immature  on  Jan  11th  (ASMS).  Littlebrook  GP,  an 
adult  on  Feb  5th  (BEW).  Thamesmead,  a  first-winter  flew  downriver  on 
May  12th  (NRW). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  an  adult  on  Mar  20th  (RBH).  Holmethorpe  SP,  a  first- 
winter  on  Nov  20th  and  an  adult  on  Dec  20th  (GWJH).  South  Norwood 
CP,  an  adult  on  Nov  22nd  (JAC). 

About  25  records  of  29  birds  were  fewer  than  normal;  records  were 
spread  evenly  throughout  the  year  with  no  obvious  peaks  and  no  big 
flocks. 

245  Sandwich  Tern  Sterna  sandvicensis 

E  King  George  V  Res,  two  on  May  4th  (PJV).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  June 
9th  (MKD),  two  on  Aug  25th  and  Sept  12th  (KB)  and  14  (in  three 
groups)  flew  upriver  on  Sept  14th  (MAH).  Walthamstow  Res,  two  on 
Mar  17th  (PL).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  June  8th,  Aug  25th  (PJV),  three 
on  31st,  Sept  1st,  one  on  2nd,  two  on  7th,  1 1th,  one  on  16th,  four  on  24th, 
one  on  27th  and  two  on  30th  (mo).  Wm  Girling  Res,  two  on  Sept  12th 
and  13th  (RMC,DLr). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res,  four  flew  SW  on  Aug  31st  (DJMs).  Staines  Res,  three 
flew  NE  on  Apr  10th  (PN),  two  on  Aug  26th  (PN)  and  one  on  Sept  5th 
(DJMs). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  Aug  18th,  24th  and  one  on  26th 
(AJM,CWn,RWn),  three  flew  downriver  on  Sept  12th  (BEW). 
Littlebrook  PS,  two  juveniles  on  Sept  13th  and  one  on  Oct  3rd  (BEW). 
Thamesmead,  one  flew  downriver  on  Aug  28th  (NRW). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  three  flew  SW  on  Aug  22nd  (JPPW),  six  flew  W  on  Sept 
1st  (RBH),  one  on  Sept  12th  (NPS).  Beddington  SF,  seven  on  Sept  21st 
(SJA),  two  on  Sept  23rd  and  12  on  Sept  25th  (BBR). 

1990  Correction 

Two  on  Aug  27th  were  at  West  Thurrock  and  not  at  King  George  V  Res 
as  stated  ( LBR  55:70). 


76  LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  56  FOR  1991 

Another  fairly  average  year  with  about  34  records  of  64  birds;  but 
particularly  noteworthy  was  the  excellent  series  of  records  along  the 
Lower  Thames  especially  the  good  movement  at  Rainham  on  Sept  12th  - 
only  1 1  of  the  records  were  away  from  this  region;  and  the  isolated 
March  occurrence  of  two  at  Walthamstow  Res  on  Mar  17th.  the  earliest 
ever  in  the  Area  by  some  12  days. 

247  Common  Tern  Sterna  hirundo 

Another  excellent  breeding  year  with  a  minimum  of  114  pairs  (and  a 
possible  maximum  total  of  120  pairs),  bettering  last  year's  record  total  of 
107  pairs.  In  addition  a  further  three  pairs  may  have  bred  and  another 
four  pairs  summered.  Ninety-eight  of  the  107  pairs  raised  144  young  - 
another  record.  This  adaptive  species  shows  no  sign  of  reaching 
saturation  point  in  our  Area. 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP.  one  pair  bred,  raising  at  least  one  young.  Berwick 
Ponds/Rainham  GPs,  two  pairs  attempted  to  breed,  one  pair  probably 
successfully.  Dagenham  Chase,  one  pair  summered.  Walthamstow  Res, 
12  pairs  bred  rearing  at  least  12  young. 

H  Aldenham  Res,  one  pair  summered  and  may  well  have  bred  on  the  tem 
raft.  Amwell  GP,  seven  pairs  nested.  Cheshunt  GP,  seven  pairs  nested,  at 
least  eight  young  reared.  Rye  Meads,  35-41  pairs  reared  62  young. 
Stanstead  Abbotts  GP,  one  pair  raised  two  young,  a  second  pair  may  have 
bred,  a  third  pair  summered.  Stocker’s  Lake,  three  pairs  raised  seven 
young.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  one  pair  summered. 

M  Brent  Res,  nine  pairs  bred  rearing  at  least  20  young.  Broadwater  GP.  one 
pair  raised  two  young,  another  two  pairs  had  nests  washed  out  by  rising 
water  levels.  Ruislip  Lido,  one  pair  summered.  Shepperton  GP.  one  pair 
nested,  but  was  flooded  out  by  refilling  of  the  pit.  Staines  Res,  28  pairs 
reared  at  least  29  young. 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  three  pairs  bred. 

S  Lonsdale  Road  Res,  one  pair  raised  one  young.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res, 
five  pairs  bred. 

247/8  Common/Arctic  Tern  Sterna  hirundo! par adisae a 

Passage  records  of  Common  Terns  are  summarised  here,  together  with 
unspecified  observations  of  Common/ Arctic  Terns.  The  first  birds  of  the 
year  were  three  at  Staines  Res  on  Apr  10th,  followed  the  next  day  by  one 
at  Amwell  GP  and  two  at  Rye  Meads.  It  always  seems  to  be  the  case  that 
the  first  arrivals  of  the  year  are  at  well  established  breeding  colonies; 
interestingly  this  year  the  first  Arctic  Terns  were  present  on  Apr  6th.  The 
first  significant  flock  of  the  year  was  25  at  West  Thurrock  on  Apr  21st, 
then  35  at  Nazeing  on  25th.  A  small  movement  passed  through  west 
London  on  30th  with  70  at  Staines  Res,  55  at  Queen  Mary  Res  and  20  at 
Bam  Elms.  During  May,  apart  from  67  at  Nazeing  on  3rd  there  was  little 
evidence  of  any  marked  passage;  a  count  of  58  at  Staines  during  south¬ 
easterly  winds  on  June  1st  clearly  involved  some  fresh  arrivals,  as  did 
counts  of  40  and  80+  at  West  Thurrock  on  June  4th  and  9th  respectively. 

As  the  autumn  passage  began  to  get  under  way  the  emphasis  swung 
round  to  east  London  and  the  Lower  Thames  in  particular.  The  largest 
flocks  during  July  were  31  at  Wm  Girling  Res  on  16th  and  25  at  West 
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Thurrock  on  29th.  Counts  at  the  latter  site  during  August  rose  to  40  on 
7th  and  85  on  15th  (the  largest  count  at  any  site  in  London  this  year).  A 
clear  movement  across  the  Area  took  place  between  22nd  and  the  end  of 
the  month,  the  best  counts  during  this  period  were  26  at  Bam  Elms  Res 
on  22nd,  70  at  West  Thurrock  on  23rd,  30  at  Littlebrook  PS  and  20  at 
Queen  Mary  on  24th,  30  at  Rainham  on  26th  and  30  at  Littlebrook  GP  on 
31st.  Movements  during  September  formed  little  pattern  with  the  largest 
flocks  being  84  past  Rainham  on  14th  (on  the  same  day  as  14  Sandwich 
Terns  past  there),  60  at  Littlebrook  GP  on  18th,  55  at  King  George  V  on 
21st  ,  40  at  West  Thurrock  on  29th  and  39  off  nearby  Littlebrook  PS  on 
13th.  There  was  a  scattering  of  records  during  October,  the  last  being  one 
at  Broadwater  GP  on  13th  and  three  at  Bam  Elms  on  18th. 

M/S  There  were  the  following  Inner  London  records:  Camley  Street  Wildlife 
Park,  one  on  July  22nd.  Grand  Union  Canal  at  Haggerston,  E8,  one  from 
July  17th  to  20th.  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  July  3rd,  three  on  24th  and  four 
on  Sept  10th.  River  Thames  at:  Blackfriars  Bridge,  five  on  Sept  15th, 
Chelsea  Reach,  one  on  Sept  23rd  and  at  Westminster  Bridge,  one  on  July 
8th. 

248  Arctic  Tern  Sterna  paradisaea 

A  much  better  year  than  in  1990  with  a  spring  total  of  about  491 
bird/days  and  94  in  the  autumn;  there  were  some  reasonable  sized  flocks, 
the  best  being  41  at  Staines  Res  on  Apr  30th.  A  good  but  not  exceptional 
spring,  the  best  for  some  years,  peaked  in  late  April  and  early  May  (a 
time  of  impressive  flocks  elsewhere  in  the  country).  It  is  worth  noting 
that  the  last  flock  of  100  in  London  was  way  back  in  1982.  The  majority 
of  the  birds  in  the  autumn  were  on  the  Lower  Thames.  The  first  birds  of 
the  year  were  exceptionally  early  with  two  at  King  George  V  Res  on  Apr 
6th,  with  two  at  Staines  on  7th.  The  last  of  the  year  was  an  oiled  bird  at 
West  Thurrock  on  Oct  26th. 

E  Fairlop,  30-35  on  Apr  30th,  seven  on  May  7th  and  one  from  Sept  7th  to 
10th  (AAB).  Fishers  Green,  two  on  May  3rd,  six  on  May  5th  (SCr)  and 
one  on  June  1st  (PJV).  King  George  V  Res,  two  on  Apr  6th  (PJV),  then 
five  on  Apr  13th,  nine  on  14th,  one  18th  to  19th  and  seven  on  25th, 
present  continuously  from  May  1st  to  7th  with  peaks  of  18  on  1st,  eight 
on  5th  and  33  on  7th  ,  one  on  9th  and  six  on  June  1st  (RMC,SC/\  PJV  et 
al );  one  on  Aug  24th,  one  or  two  from  Sept  7th  to  27th  and  three  on  28th 
(mo).  Nazeing  GP,  one  on  Apr  20th,  three  on  27th,  16+  on  May  3rd,  one 
on  4th  and  three  on  7th  (SCr,GJW,ADW).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Aug 
24th,  two  on  26th  (MKD,SRP).  Walthamstow  Res,  two  on  May  2nd, 
eight  on  4th  and  27  on  5th  (AAB,DLf,PL).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Apr 
21st,  12+  on  27th,  four  on  May  8th,  one  on  12th,  two  on  May  19th 
(MKD,MAH,SRP  et  al);  one  on  Aug  23rd,  two  on  30th,  four  on  Sept  7th, 
two  on  1 1th,  four  on  27th,  five  on  28th,  three  on  29th,  five  on  30th,  three 
on  Oct  1st,  eight  on  4th  and  an  oiled  first-winter  on  26th  (mo). 

H  Amwell  GP,  singles  on  Apr  20th,  May  4th,  5th,  June  18th  and  Aug  26th 
(BR,GJW).  Hilfield  Park  Res,  one  on  Apr  19th,  25  on  May  2nd,  15  from 
May  5th  to  7th  (GSE  et  al).  Rye  Meads,  one  on  May  11th  (MAH).  Troy 
Mill  GP,  four  on  May  6th  (RRD).  Tyttenhanger  GP,  two  on  May  8th 
(PH  t). 
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M  Broadwater  GP,  one  on  Apr  30th,  May  1st  (DSF.CL),  16  on  May  3rd  and 
4th  (AVM,RDNHS),  five  on  5th  (PN).  Queen  Mary  Res,  nine  on  May 
4th,  five  on  5th  (CL,PN).  Staines  Res,  two  on  Apr  7th  (AVM.PN  et  al), 
then  two  on  14th,  24th,  six  on  25th,  41  on  30th,  present  continuously 
from  May  1st  to  8th  with  peaks  of  nine  on  1st,  16  on  4th  and  12  on  5th, 
one  on  29th  and  two  on  30th  (CL,AVM,DJMj.PN). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  on  Sept  17th,  two  on  18th,  one  on  23rd.  two  on 
24th  and  25th  (CDRH,CL). 

K  Crossness,  one  on  Aug  27th  (NRW).  Littlebrook  PS,  one  on  Aug  18th 
and  31st  (AJM,NW«,RW/?). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Apr  30th,  three  on  May  17th  and  three  on  Sept 
21st  (RBH,CL,NPS).  Beddington  SF,  singles  on  Apr  29th.  May  4th  and 
May  29th  (BBR).  Holmethorpe  SP,  one  on  Apr  24th  and  May  1st 
(GWJH,SWG).  Walton  Res,  three  on  May  2nd,  one  on  Oct  3rd 
(SJS,MDv). 

1990  Additional  Record 

E  Wm  Girling  Res,  a  juvenile  flew  S  on  Aug  26th  (SCr). 


249  Bridled  Tern  Sterna  anaethetus 

E/K  A  bird  seen  almost  simultaneously  on  the  River  Thames  from  both  West 
Thurrock  (E)  and  Swanscombe  (K)  on  June  2nd  (WTB.DCFD.BEW  et 
al)  was  first  seen  at  15.50  hrs,  then  departed  to  the  west  at  16.20  hrs. 
Quite  remarkably  the  bird  was  then  refound  well  outside  the  London 
Area  at  Hanningfield  Res  (Essex),  18  miles  to  the  north  east  where  it 
remained  until  dusk. 


Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee.  This  is  the  first  record 
for  the  London  Area  of  this  tropical  tem.  Certainly  not  one  of  the  birds 
high  on  the  predicted  list  for  the  Area  and  no  one  (particularly  keen 
London  listers)  will  doubt  the  good  fortune  of  those  already  present 
watching  the  White-winged  Black  Tem.  The  13th  British  record. 


251  Little  Tern  Sterna  albifrons 

Another  good  year  with  18  records  of  28  birds.  Rather  surprisingly  most 
records  were  in  the  spring/midsummer  period,  with  only  one  during  the 
autumn. 
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E  King  George  V  Res,  two  on  May  25th,  three  on  27th,  one  on  June  5th  and 
11th  (RMC,SCr,PJV).  Nazeing  GP,  one  on  June  2nd  (JTR). 
Walthamstow  Res,  one  on  June  2nd  (GJW). 

H  Am  well  GP,  one  on  June  30th  (JTR).  Tyttenhanger  GP,  one  on  May  21st 
(PH  t). 

M  Shepperton  GP,  one  on  Apr  12th  (CL).  Staines  Res,  singles  on  Apr  25th, 
May  7th,  18th,  30th  and  June  4th  (HWE,JWH,CL,AVM). 

K  Thamesmead,  one  flew  W  on  May  18th  (NRW). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  three  on  May  18th  (RBH).  Beddington  SF,  one  on  June 
1st  (NRS). 

253  Black  Tern  Chlidonias  niger 

A  generally  disappointing  year  with  no  large  flocks  and  particularly  poor 
autumn  totals  on  the  Lower  Thames.  There  was  a  total  of  around  430 
bird/days  this  year  (of  which  38%  were  at  Staines  Res  alone),  involving 
about  307  birds.  The  table  below  shows  the  bird/day  distribution  by 
month  and  county. 


Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Totals 

Essex 

8 

64 

26 

- 

21 

5 

1 

125 

Herts 

- 

26 

4 

1 

- 

3 

- 

33 

Middx 

37 

110 

6 

36 

12 

3 

9 

213 

Bucks 

- 

2 

— 

- 

— 

2 

— 

4 

Kent 

- 

- 

11 

- 

11 

1 

— 

23 

Surrey 

2 

15 

1 

- 

4 

10 

- 

*  32 

47 

217 

48 

37 

48 

24 

10 

430 

The  first  arrivals  of  the  year  were  two  at  Nazeing  GP  on  Apr  10th,  but 
no  more  appeared  until  25th  with  four  more  at  the  same  site  and  eight  at 
Staines  Res.  The  latter  site  had  nine  on  28th,  followed  by  1 1  at  Queen 
Mary  Res  on  30th.  May  is  normally  the  peak  month  for  this  marsh  tem 
but  only  eight  birds  were  recorded  up  to  23rd  when  there  were  six  at 
King  George  V,  and  then  nine  at  Fairlop  on  24th.  A  slightly  more 
widespread  movement  was  in  evidence  on  27th  with  1 1  at  King  George 
V  and  14  at  Staines  Res  and  again  on  29th  with  18  at  Hilfield  Park  Res, 
seven  at  King  George  V  and  37  at  Staines  (the  latter  being  the  largest 
flock  of  the  year).  A  further  14  birds  were  at  five  sites  on  29th.  The 
south  easterly  winds  that  had  precipitated  this  movement  continued  intb 
June  with  15  between  West  Thurrock  and  Swanscombe  on  2nd,  with  a 
further  14  birds  at  six  sites  arriving  at  this  time.  The  only  birds  after  this 
fell  in  the  midsummer  period  with  one  at  Nazeing  on  June  15th  and  one 
at  Amwell  on  July  5th  and  six  at  Staines  on  1 1th. 

The  first  of  the  returning  autumn  migrants  arrived  on  July  28th  with  three 
at  Queen  Mary  and  four  at  Staines,  the  latter  site  attracted  a  remarkably 
isolated  flock  of  23  on  29th.  Counts  during  August  were  very  low,  none 
reaching  double  figures.  A  small  movement  took  place  late  in  the  month 
with  four  at  Staines  on  21st,  four  at  Thamesmead  on  28th,  five  at  Rainham 
on  29th,  six  at  King  George  V  on  30th  and  four  at  Littlebrook  GP  on  3 1  st. 
September  was  almost  as  poor  the  best  counts  being  on  2nd  with  1 1  at 
Swanscombe  and  six  at  Bam  Elms.  A  late  flourish  took  place  on  29th  with 
three  each  at  Hilfield  Park  and  Staines.  Finally  the  only  October  records 
were  on  5th  with  one  at  Rainham  and  eight  at  Queen  Mary  and  the  last  of 
the  year,  at  Broadwater  GP  on  7th. 
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254  White-winged  Black  Tern  Chlidonias  leucopterus 

E  West  Thurrock  PS,  an  adult  in  full  summer  plumage  on  June  2nd 
(TN,PJV  et  al )  spent  some  if  its  time  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  at 
Swanscombe  (BEW,  et  al). 

This  smart  individual,  although  completely  overshadowed  by  the  arrival 
of  the  Bridled  Tern,  was  greatly  appreciated  by  many  visitors.  The  23rd 
for  London,  but  only  the  second  since  1982  following  last  year’s  autumn 
record  at  the  same  location.  The  last  five  birds  have  all  been  at  West 
Thurrock  following  a  long  period  of  west  London  domination. 

255  Guillemot  Uria  aalge 

E  West  Thurrock,  one  on  the  River  Thames  on  Aug  31st  (RMC  et  al). 

S  Teddington  Lock,  one  on  Sept  14th  (NMs,SM/)  was  also  seen  on  the 
River  Thames  at  Kew  on  the  same  day. 

The  West  Thurrock  sighting  was  the  earliest  autumn  record  ever, 
paralleled  by  the  Leach’s  Petrel  and  Great  Skua  at  Rainham  a  few  days 
before.  Possibly  only  one  individual  was  involved  in  these  two  sightings. 


260  Little  Auk  Alle  alle 


M  Archway,  N19,  one  on  Jan  9th,  was  picked  up  and  handed  to  the  RSPCA 
(RSPCA  per  NB).  Hampstead  Heath,  one  on  Oct  21st  (AMv.KES). 

Both  typical  dates.  The  record  in  October  coincided  with  a  huge  passage 
along  the  coasts  of  east  and  south-east  England  at  the  time. 

261  Puffin  Fratercula  arctica 

S  Richmond  Lock,  one  picked  up  and  taken  into  care  on  Feb  8th  later  died 
(PB//.KFB). 

Detailed  analysis  of  the  corpse  enabled  this  bird  to  be  identified  as  a 
female.  Only  the  second  record  in  the  London  Area  since  1986. 
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263  Feral  Rock  Dove  Columba  livia 

Continues  to  be  reported  across  the  Area  from  the  centre  of  London  to  the 
outer  suburbs  but  with  little  indication  of  the  size  of  the  Inner  London 
population.  Here  there  were  several  campaigns  to  rid  buildings  of  Feral 
Pigeons  using  free-flying  raptors  including  Peregrines  and  Harris’s 
Hawks.  Elsewhere  the  largest  flocks  included  1,500  at  Erith  in  February 
and  March,  up  to  550  in  Hainault  in  October,  400  at  Amwell  GP  on  May 
15th,  300  at  Aldenham  Res  on  Dec  29th,  250  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Nov 
30th  and  200  to  300  at  Jersey  Farm,  Herts  on  May  4th.  All  reports  of 
breeding  numbers,  large  flock  sizes  and  population  colour  mix  would  be 
welcome. 

264  Stock  Dove  Columba  oenas 

At  least  113  pairs  were  reported  from  57  localities,  a  similar  position  to 
last  year.  As  in  most  recent  years  the  majority  were  found  north  of  the 
River  Thames  and  in  Kent.  Only  three  sites  reported  the  species  in  Surrey 
which  must  surely  be  due  to  under-  recording  rather  than  any  scarcity  in 
that  part  of  the  Area.  An  increase  was  noted  at  Dagnam  Park  where  the 
number  of  breeding  pairs  over  the  past  five  years  has  been: 

1987  1988  1989  1990  1991 

8  6  5  4  6 

At  least  eight  pairs  bred  at  Brickett  Wood  (H)  and  15  pairs  bred  in  Osterley 
Park  (ten  in  1990).  The  only  report  of  any  decline  came  from  Hainault 
Forest  where  numbers  have  stabilised  at  three  to  four  pairs  compared  with 
six  to  eight  pairs  a  decade  ago.  Outside  the  breeding  season  the  largest 
flocks  included  200  at  Broadwater  GP  on  Sept  23rd  increasing  to  500  in 
November  and  December,  100  at  Rainham  Marsh  in  December,  100  at 
Harold  Wood  SF  in  January  and  120  there  on  Mar  25th  and  100  at  Erith 
Marsh  on  Feb  19th.  All  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London :  Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair  in  the  breeding  season. 
Regent’s  Park,  two  pairs  present,  one  of  which  probably  bred. 


265  Woodpigeon  Columba  palumbus 

Numbers  remained  high  at  the  start  of  the  year  following  the  influx 
during  the  last  two  months  of  1990  with  the  largest  flocks  being  2,000  at 
Shenleybury  on  Feb  24th  and  1,000  at  Perivale  Wood  on  Feb  11th.  This 
remains  widespread  as  a  breeding  species  but  again  few  comments  on 
status  were  received.  At  Hainault  Forest,  numbers  appear  to  be  stable  at 
20+  pairs  but  at  Rainham  Marsh  there  was  a  slight  decrease  from  12  pairs 
in  1990  to  ten  pairs  in  1991.  Ten  pairs  bred  at  Gemon  Bushes,  Epping 
Forest  and  five  at  Brickett  Wood  CBC  plot. 

A  large  influx  was  again  a  feature  of  the  autumn  presumably  involving 
birds  of  continental  origin.  Three  figure  flocks  moving  S  or  W  were 
noted  in  many  areas  from  late  September  onwards.  At  least  1 ,000  were  at 
Hampstead  Heath  on  Oct  27th,  2,800  moved  W  over  Hainault  Forest  on 
Nov  9th,  1,000  were  at  Brickett  Wood  in  December,  1,500  at  West  Hyde 
on  Dec  8th,  1,000  at  Harlow  on  Dec  25th,  2,500  at  Coursers  Lane  on  Dec 


82 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  56  FOR  1991 


27th  and  3,000  in  the  Roding  Valley  on  Dec  30th.  Notable  breeding 
records  and  counts  from  Inner  London  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  30  pairs  bred;  an  early  morning  movement 
of  800  on  Dec  6th  and  600  on  Nov  4th. 

S  Inner  London:  Archbishop’s- Park,  bred.  Bankside  PS,  bred. 

266  Collared  Dove  Streptopelia  decascto 

Although  numbers  in  most  areas  appear  to  have  reached  stability,  there  is 
some  evidence  of  an  increase  and  spread  in  some  urban  areas.  An 
increase  was  reported  from  the  Wykeham  Green  area  of  Dagenham  and 
one  on  Hampstead  Heath  on  Apr  24th  was  an  unusual  site  for  the  species. 
It  remains  a  common  resident  reaching  greatest  density  in  the  outer 
suburban  zone.  It  has  a  lengthy  breeding  season  with  pairs  incubating  at 
Dagenham  Chase  in  January,  at  Maple  Cross  in  February  (later 
successfully  rearing  four  broods)  and  nest  building  was  noted  at  Harefield 
Village  on  Dec  29th.  Outside  the  breeding  season  the  largest  flocks  were 
100+  at  Hainault  on  Oct  19th  and  29th  and  101  at  South  Park,  Ilford  on 
Dec  19th.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  three  on  Apr  25th  and  singles  on  May  17th 
and  Dec  2nd. 

K  Inner  London:  New  Cross  Gate,  one  pair  present  during  breeding  season. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Apr  18th.  Surrey  Docks,  one  on 
Apr  27th. 

267  Turtle  Dove  Streptopelia  turtur 

There  were  two  winter  records  in  the  first  part  of  the  year.  One  was 
present  with  Collared  Doves  by  the  Lea  Navigation  Canal  near  Friday 
Lake  (H)  on  Feb  16th  and  the  other  was  present  at  Thamesmead  on  Feb 
19th.  Winter  records  have  become  more  regular  over  the  past  twenty 
years  and  usually  involve  birds  associating  with  Collared  Doves. 

The  first  migrant  was  at  Dagnam  Park  on  Apr  27th  and  was  followed  by  a 
rather  poor  passage  during  the  next  two  weeks.  It  remains  a  locally 
common  summer  resident  in  the  rural  parts  of  the  London  Area,  but 
numbers  are  certainly  much  lower  than  a  decade  ago.  A  30%  decrease 
was  reported  from  Hainault  Forest  and  none  could  be  found  in  the 
Sewardstone  area  of  Epping  Forest.  It  continues  to  be  very  sparsely 
distributed  in  SW  Herts  and  Middx  and  was  found  in  only  three  localities 
in  Surrey.  The  only  increase  noted  was  at  Berwick  Ponds  where  up  to  six 
pairs  bred.  Return  passage  was  very  light  and  the  last  bird  was  at 
Holmethorpe  SP  on  Sept  25th.  Inner  London  records  are  given: 

M  Inner  London:  Regent's  Park,  one  on  May  6th  and  two  on  June  2nd 
(ARD). 

269  Ring-necked  Parakeet  Psittacula  krameri 

A  conservative  estimate  of  at  least  600  birds  was  reported  from  more  than 
50  localities.  The  main  stronghold  remains  south  of  the  River  Thames 
and  in  Middx  but  again  more  records  were  received  from  Essex  and  it 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  1991 


83 


must  only  be  a  matter  of  time  before  breeding  sites  are  discovered  there. 
Roosts  in  Middx,  Bucks  and  Kent  peaked  at  well  over  50  birds  but  there 
were  fewer  reports  from  Surrey  -  one  site  surely  does  not  reflect  the  true 
position  there.  The  Inner  London  records  were  the  first  ever  and  may  be  a 
foretaste  of  future  developments.  Estimated  minimum  peak  numbers  for 
each  county  are  as  follows: 

Essex  Herts  Middx  Bucks  Kent  Surrey 

11  2  230  80  240  12 

Double  figure  flocks,  breeding  records  and  all  records  from  Essex  and 
Herts  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  two  NW  on  Jan  13th.  Epping  Forest,  one  roosting  at 
Connaught  Water  from  Jan  13th  to  17th.  Fairlop,  one  on  Sept  8th.  Fishers 
Green,  one  on  Jan  1st.  Hainault  Forest,  two  W  on  May  18th.  Havering,  up 
to  three  all  year  -  there  may  be  a  colony  in  the  area.  Leytonstone,  one  on 
Sept  2nd. 

H  Bowyers  GP,  one  on  Mar  14th.  Potters  Bar,  one  monopolised  a  garden 
feeder  from  Nov  16th  to  22nd. 

M  Chiswick  W4,  one  pair  bred.  Crane  Park,  Twickenham,  up  to  15  in 
January.  Kempton  Park  Res,  maximum  of  ten  on  Mar  11th.  Queen  Mary 
GP,  maximum  of  12  on  Aug  24th.  Ravenscourt  Park,  pair  at  nest  hole  in 
January  and  up  to  40  in  October.  Shepperton,  peak  counts  of  65  E  on  July 
21st  and  69  E  on  Dec  10th.  Sunbury,  40+  in  August.  Sunbury  Park,  29  on 
Jan  27th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Apr  17th  and  23rd 
(ARD). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  maximum  of  74  on  Feb  10th;  27  including  juveniles  on 
May  30th. 

K  Beckenham,  20  on  Dec  27th.  Downham,  peak  of  52  on  Aug  21st.  Foots 
Cray  Meadows,  at  least  one  pair  bred;  with  maxima  of  12  in  January,  11 
in  October  and  12  in  November.  Hither  Green  Cemetery,  72  in  January, 
up  to  88  at  roost  in  late  November  and  78  in  December.  Petts  Wood,  up 
to  12  all  year  -  a  slight  increase.  Pond  Wood,  at  least  one  pair  bred. 
Sevenoaks  Reserve,  up  to  45  in  September. 

S  Beddington  Park,  bred.  Chertsey,  ‘several’  on  May  11th.  Richmond  Park, 
up  to  12  present  all  year. 

1990  Additional  Record 
H  Bowyers  GP,  one  on  Nov  2nd. 

271  Cuckoo  Cuculus  canorus 

In  spring  arrived  much  earlier  than  in  1990  with  the  first  bird  at  Boston 
Manor  on  Apr  8th  followed  by  a  small  influx  over  the  next  week  in 
several  other  areas.  A  general  arrival  took  place  during  the  third  week  of 
April  when  most  areas  recorded  their  first  birds. 

Breeding  season  reports  continue  to  give  the  impression  of  scarcity  with 
the  strongholds  being  the  outer  rural  parts  of  the  Area.  Localities  holding 
four  or  more  calling  males  were  Hainault  Forest  (five  males  -  stable), 
Berwick  Ponds  (four  males),  Rainham  Marsh  (four  males  -  slight 
decline).  Cheshunt  GP  (seven  males)  and  Rye  Meads  (six  on  May  1 1th). 
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Several  fledglings  were  present  at  Rye  Meads  in  July  and  other  juvenile 
birds  were  seen  at  several  other  sites  in  Herts  and  Middx  in  July  and 
August.  An  hepatic  phase  juvenile  was  present  at  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield 
on  Aug  19th  and  23rd.  Very  few  were  seen  after  the  middle  of  August 
and  there  was  only  one  September  record,  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  15th. 

The  only  Inner  London  record  received  is  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Aug  29th  (ARD). 


273  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  Coccyzus  americanus 

S  Oxted,  one  found  exhausted  and  stunned  at  Oxted  Station  on  Oct  17th 
following  overnight  storm  force  NW  winds.  It  was  kept  for  several  hours 
before  being  ringed  and  released  at  Moorhouse  Bank,  Limpsfield 
(EF,PJ,JL  et  al).  See  photograph  opposite  page  96. 

This  remarkable  record,  the  first  for  the  London  Area,  echoes  the  1984 
record  of  Common  Nighthawk  on  Barnes  Common.  Most  British  records 
have  occurred  between  mid-September  and  mid-November  at  coastal 
localities,  and  on  the  Isles  of  Scilly  in  particular,  but  one  was  found  dead 
at  Sandy,  Beds  in  Dec  1990.  It  should  also  be  noted  that  south-east 
England  has  played  host  to  other  American  landbirds  in  recent  years:  the 
afore-mentioned  Common  Nighthawk,  as  well  as  Yellowthroat  and 
Golden-winged  Warbler,  for  example. 


274  Barn  Owl  Tyto  alba 

There  was  a  welcome  increase  in  the  number  of  reports  of  this  scarce 
resident  in  marked  contrast  to  recent  years.  Reports  came  from  at  least  25 
localities  in  five  counties  and  included  the  first  confirmed  breeding 
records  for  some  years  in  Herts  and  Surrey.  The  stronghold  still  appears 
to  be  the  outer  part  of  Essex  but  the  spread  of  records,  even  into  Inner 
London,  gives  much  hope  for  the  future.  Part  of  the  increase  may  be  due 
to  releases  of  captive  bred  birds.  All  records  are  given  but  summarised 
for  some  breeding  localities. 

E  Aveley,  one  in  April;  thought  to  be  breeding  in  the  area.  Collier  Row, 
Romford,  one  or  two  all  year  at  a  traditional  site.  Cranham  Marsh,  one 
pair  bred.  Dagenham  Chase,  one  regularly  from  late  July  to  September. 
Fairlop,  one  from  Sept  20th  to  Oct  6th.  North  Ockendon.  one  pair  present 
all  year.  Orsett,  one  pair  near  the  church  all  year  with  another  bird  nearby 
on  Apr  11th.  Rainham  Marsh,  one  or  two  present  all  year;  one  dead  on 
road  on  Oct  5th. 

H  Locality  withheld,  one  pair  bred.  Aldenham  Park,  one  through  the 
summer.  Amwell  GP,  one  found  dead  on  Feb  3rd  and  one  on  Feb  10th 
and  14th.  Hoddesdon,  one  over  the  A 10  on  Jan  26th.  Northaw  Great 
Wood,  one  on  Dec  8th.  Panshanger  Park,  singles  on  Feb  17th  and  July 
20th.  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Feb  1 1th  and  15th.  Stanborough  Lakes,  one  on 
Feb  3rd. 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington,  one  on  the  nights  of  Mar  13th  and  14th  in  the 
Campden  Hill  area  (JPN  et  al). 
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K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Apr  12th. 

S  At  least  two  pairs  bred  in  the  south  of  the  area  and  a  third  pair  may  have 
done  so.  Berrylands  SF,  one  on  Mar  23rd.  Chessington  Park  Farm,  one  all 
year.  Holmethorpe  SP,  one  from  Sept  20th  until  Oct  8th  when  found 
dead. 

279  Little  Owl  Athene  noctua 

There  was  a  slight  improvement  in  the  number  of  breeding  pairs  reported 
from  30  in  1990  to  35  in  1991  as  shown  in  the  table  below.  Six  pairs  in 
the  Epsom  area  of  Surrey  was  the  most  reported  in  any  one  district. 

Essex  Herts  Middx  Bucks  Kent  Surrey 
1991  9+  6+  9+  1  10 

1990  8  5  5  3  9 

Despite  this  superficial  increase  it  remains  a  scarce  species  throughout 
the  Area  being  found  in  only  45  localities  -  a  50%  decline  in  three  years. 
The  factors  responsible  for  this  decline  are  unknown  but  may  be  due  to 
changing  farmland  practices  and  land-use  during  the  past  decade.  All 
records  are  welcome. 

280  Tawny  Owl  Strix  aluco 

Numbers  of  breeding  pairs  and  breeding  season  localities  are  summarised 
by  county  in  the  following  table. 

Inner 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

London 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

25 

10+ 

21 

4 

- 

5 

11 

11 

20 

28 

2 

_ 

7 

7 

A  minimum  of  76  pairs  was  reported  -  a  similar  number  to  last  year  and 
the  species  remains  the  most  widespread  breeding  owl  in  the  London 
Area.  By  far  the  largest  numbers  came  from  Essex  and  Middx  with  at 
least  four  pairs  located  in  Inner  London.  Four  or  more  pairs  were  reported 
from  Hainault  Forest  (8-10),  Broxbourne  Woods  (7),  Havering  CP  (4), 
Copse  Wood,  Ruislip,  five  calling  on  May  29th  and  five  pairs  were 
reported  from  both  the  Surbiton  and  Wimbledon  Common  areas  of 
Surrey.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London :  Aberdare  Gardens,  NW6,  one  calling  in  late  April. 
Regent’s  Park,  at  least  three  held  territory.  This  species  is  undoubtedly 
more  common  than  this  in  Inner  London  and  all  records  would  be  very 
welcome. 

281  Long-eared  Owl  Asio  otus 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  up  to  twenty  birds  occupied  four  main 
winter  roosts  in  Essex  and  Kent.  The  principal  Kent  roost  held  at  least  13 
birds  in  January  but  numbers  fell  quickly  at  all  sites  in  February  and 
March.  A  number  of  regular  roost  sites  were  subject  to  disturbance  both 
from  non-birdwatchers  and,  completely  inexcusably,  from  birdwatchers. 
Two  birds  held  territory  in  at  a  locality  in  Herts  while  one  picked  up  in 
Inner  London  on  May  24th  (the  first  for  over  twenty  years)  was  unusual 
both  for  the  locality  and  the  late  spring  passage  date. 
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A  single  migrant  was  reported  in  September,  the  precursor  of  a  massive 
influx  in  November  which  involved  up  to  50  birds  by  the  year  end. 
Sizeable  roosts  were  located  at  Dartford  Marsh  (up  to  15  birds), 
Hayes/Ickenham  area  (up  to  14)  and  Dagenham  Chase  (up  to  nine)  with 
between  one  and  three  birds  at  six  smaller  roosts  elsewhere.  The 
following  table  gives  monthly  totals  present  in  the  Area  and  all  records 
are  given  but  summarised  for  the  main  localities  in  the  text. 


Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Total  20  9  4  -  3  1  -  19  50 

E  Chigwell  Res,  four  in  January.  Dagenham  Chase,  three  from  Jan  1st  to 
the  end  of  February  with  one  remaining  until  Mar  14th;  up  to  six  in  late 
November  increasing  to  nine  on  Dec  8th  and  eight  until  year-end  (see 
photograph  opposite  page  96).  Fairlop,  one  on  Dec  1st.  Rainham  Marsh, 
singles  at  two  sites  in  September  and  November.  Sewardstone  Marsh,  one 
on  Feb  26th,  two  on  Mar  2nd  and  one  on  Mar  9th. 

H  Hatfield,  one  in  February.  Locality  withheld,  two  holding  territory  in 
May. 

M  Feltham,  two  from  Nov  17th  to  Dec  31st.  Fryent  CP,  one  on  Dec  15th. 
Ickenham  Marsh,  up  to  five  from  Dec  13th  to  31st.  Queen  Mary  GP.  two 
(a  male  and  female  which  were  ringed)  from  Nov  16th  to  Dec  31st. 
Rammey  Marsh,  one  from  Nov  29th  to  Dec  18th.  Ten  Acre  Wood, 
Hayes,  up  to  14  from  Dec  12th  to  31st;  there  was  probably  interchange 
between  this  roost  and  the  one  at  Ickenham  Marsh.  Inner  London :  Tower 
Hill,  EC3,  one  picked  up  and  later  released  on  May  24th  (RSPCA  per 
NB). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  monthly  maxima  were  up  to  13  in  January,  four  in 
February,  two  in  March  until  21st;  seven  in  November  with  the  first  on 
the  9th  and  15  in  December. 

S  Ham  Lands,  one  from  December  1990  remained  until  Mar  9th  with  a 
different  bird  on  Mar  30th. 


282  Short-eared  Owl  Asio  flammeus 

A  continuation  of  the  low  number  present  at  the  end  of  1990  meant  that 
only  eight  birds  were  present  at  the  start  of  the  year,  all  but  one  at 
Rainham  Marsh.  Very  few  were  seen  after  the  end  of  March  with  no 
evidence  of  a  marked  passage  in  April. 


There  were  no  reports  of  summering  individuals  but  the  first  returning 
migrant  at  Dagenham  Chase  and  Elm  Park  on  Aug  29th  was  rather  early. 
The  main  autumn  influx  was  not  until  late  October  but  it  became  more 
widespread  during  the  last  part  of  the  year  with  up  to  33  birds  present. 
Rainham  Marsh  was  again  the  main  site  used  with  up  to  twelve  birds 
wintering.  Up  to  seven  were  reported  from  Yeading  Brook  Meadows  in 
late  November  and  December.  The  following  table  summarises  records 
by  month: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 


7  6  6  4 

1111 

8  7  7  5 


4  12  17 

6  15  17 

10  27  34 


Essex 

Others 

Total 


1 


4 

4 
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All  records  are  given  but  summarised  for  the  main  sites. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  one  on  Aug  29th  flew  in  at  17.00  hrs  and  then  moved 
off  W,  two  on  Dec  10th  with  one  remaining  to  year  end.  Elm  Park,  one 
on  Aug  29th  was  probably  the  same  as  at  Dagenham  Chase.  Fairlop,  one 
from  Oct  1st  to  Nov  9th.  King  George  V  Res/Wm  Girling  Res,  one  on 
Oct  25th.  Leyton,  one  on  Nov  6th.  Rainham  Marsh,  monthly  maxima: 
seven  in  January,  six  in  February  and  March,  four  until  April  23rd,  two  in 
late  October,  ten  in  late  November/early  December  rising  to  12  by  the 
end  of  the  year.  Walthamstow  Res,  three  in  December. 

H  Bowyers  GP,  one  on  Mar  29th.  Coopers  Green  GP,  one  flew  NE  on  Oct 
6th.  Oxhey,  one  on  Jan  10th. 

M  Brent  Res,  one  on  Nov  16th.  Feltham,  two  from  Nov  19th  to  year  end. 
Hampstead  Heath,  one  flew  N  on  Dec  30th.  Tottenham  Marsh,  one  on 
Dec  22nd.  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield,  one  flew  E  on  Sept  27th. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  on  Oct  30th.  Wraysbury  GP,  one  flew  W  on  Dec 
15th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Apr  12th,  one  on  Nov  9th  and  up  to  three  in 
December. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Oct  12th.  Beddington  SF,  one  flew  W  on  Feb 
1 1th  and  one  from  Sept  13th  to  year-end.  Richmond  Park,  singles  on  Oct 
23rd  and  Nov  6th,  7th  and  18th.  South  Norwood  CP,  one  from  Nov  9th  to 
16th. 

1990  Additional  Record 

M  Staines  Res,  one  on  Nov  27th. 

1987  Additional  Record 

E  Nazeing  GP,  one  on  Jan  17th.  None  has  used  this  site  since  1987  due  to  it 
being  taken  over  by  motorcyclists. 

284  Nightjar  Caprimulgus  europaeus 

This  species  has  finally  reached  extinction  as  a  breeding  species  in  the 
London  Area  with  no  reports  from  the  traditional  sites  in  Herts  despite' 
extensive  searching.  The  habitat  at  the  main  site  had  become 
progressively  more  unsuitable  over  the  past  five  years  and  it  was  only  a 
matter  of  time  before  the  site  was  abandoned.  One  migrant  was  the  only 
record  received  making  1991  the  worst  year  ever  for  this  species  in  the 
London  Area. 

E  Near  Ongar,  one  picked  up  injured  by  the  Mil  on  Sept  12th  was  taken 
into  care  and  later  released  (per  MKD). 

289  Swift  Apus  apus 

The  first  bird  of  the  year  was  at  Staines  Res  on  the  early  date  of  Apr  14th 
and  was  followed  by  a  general  arrival  during  the  last  week  of  April, 
slightly  earlier  than  usual.  As  last  year,  large  flocks  were  a  feature  from 
early  May  onwards  with  1,000  at  Staines  Res  on  1st  and  4th,  1,500  at 
Fishers  Green  GP  on  6th,  1,000  at  Broadwater  GP  on  15th,  1,000  at 
Staines  Res  on  19th  and  on  June  1st,  1,000  at  Hilfield  Park  Res  on  May 
29th  and  1,000  at  Brent  Res  on  June  6th. 
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A  partially  albino  bird  was  at  Tottenham  Cemetery  on  June  5th  and 
followed  similar  birds  in  the  London  Area  in  May  1990  (LBR  55:  80). 
Large  mid-summer  flocks  were  a  feature  of  June  with  2,000+  at 
Beddington  SF  on  June  16th,  2,100  at  King  George  V  Res  on  June  28th, 
1,000  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  June  16th  and  July  27th  and  3,000+  in  the 
Hainault  area  on  July  13th. 

Return  passage  was  well  underway  by  late  July  and  progressed  steadily 
throughout  August.  Small  flocks  were  noted  in  well  over  20  localities 
during  September,  much  more  widespread  than  usual.  The  last  birds  were 
three  at  Hilfield  Park  Res  on  Sept  29th.  A  summary  of  Inner  London 
records  is  given.  More  breeding  reports  from  Inner  London  and  suburban 
areas  would  be  appreciated. 

M/S  Inner  London :  up  to  twenty  at  ten  localities  from  Apr  25th  to  Sept  12th. 
Bred  at  Steeles  Road,  NW3  and  probably  bred  at  Primrose  Hill,  NW3, 
Northampton  Square,  EC1  and  Delaraere  Terrace,  W2. 


290  Alpine  Swift  Apus  melba 

1990  Additional  Record 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res  and  Watford  area,  one  on  Apr  30th  (G.D.Goater. 
R.L.Harris). 

Late  notification  of  this  record  brings  the  London  total  to  13.  It  occurred 
at  the  peak  time  for  spring  passage  birds  and  followed  hot  on  the  heels  of 
one  in  1989. 


293  Kingfisher  Alcedo  atthis 

Although  widely  reported  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  there  was  a 
marked  decline  following  the  severe  weather  in  February.  Only  36  pairs 
were  located  during  the  breeding  season  -  nearly  50%  down  on  the  1990 
total  (66  pairs).  The  most  marked  decrease  was  in  Middx  where  the 
population  fell  from  13  to  four  pairs.  At  least  three  pairs  bred  in  the 
Cheshunt  GP  area  of  the  Lea  Valley  but  most  other  reports  concerned 
single  pairs  only.  The  species  was  conspicuously  absent  from  Rainham 
Marsh  after  the  freezing  conditions  in  February  and  it  was  not  until 
August  that  it  became  anything  like  widespread  again.  The  largest 
number  at  this  time  was  six  at  Queen  Mary  GP  in  August  and  several 
localities  reported  up  to  four  birds  by  the  end  of  year,  thereby  showing 
how  quickly  this  bird  can  recover.  Numbers  of  breeding  pairs  are 
summarised  in  the  following  table.  There  were  no  Inner  London  records. 


1991 

1990 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

9 

10 

4 

1 

4 

8 

16 

17 

13 

— 

9 

11 

An  interesting  report  from  1990  involves  a  bird  ringed  in  Germany  on 
June  8th  and  found  dead  at  Walthamstow  Res  on  Oct  26th.  581  km  W. 
This  is  the  first  occurrence  of  a  Kingfisher  in  Britain  that  had  been  ringed 
in  Germany. 
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298  Wryneck 


Jynx  torquilla 


K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  from  Sept  9th  to  15th  (BEW  et  al).  Sevenoaks 
Reserve,  one  on  Apr  1st  (SWR). 

Two  birds,  a  very  early  one  in  in  spring  and  one  on  a  more  typical  date  in 
autumn,  is  an  average  showing  for  recent  years.  The  autumn  bird  could 
be  rather  elusive  at  times  but  was  appreciated  by  many  visiting 
birdwatchers  during  its  seven  day  stay. 

300  Green  Woodpecker  Picus  viridis 

Present  during  the  breeding  season  in  109  localities,  an  increase  on  last 
year.  It  was  well  distributed  throughout  the  Area  with  the  exception  of 
Surrey  where  the  four  localities  submitting  records  cannot  reflect 
anything  like  its  true  status.  Numbers  remained  stable  in  most  regularly 
monitored  sites  including  Hainault  Forest  with  twelve  pairs  and  at  least 
seven  pairs  at  Bricketwood  and  Richmond  Park.  Outside  the  breeding 
season  a  wandering  bird  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Oct  26th  was  a  most 
unusual  record  for  the  species.  There  were  two  Inner  London  records,  the1 
first  since  1987,  which  are  given  below  along  with  a  summary  in  tabular 
form  of  the  number  of  localities  per  county  from  where  the  species  was 
reported. 

Inner 

Essex  Herts  Middx  London  Bucks  Kent  Surrey 

16  28  35  2  1  23  4 

M  Inner  London :  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  July  28th  (BRP).  Regent’s 
Park,  one  on  Apr  26th  (ARD). 

302  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  Dendrocopos  major 

Breeding  season  reports  came  from  125  localities,  a  marked  increase  on 
1990,  and  it  continues  to  be  the  most  widespread  and  numerous 
woodpecker  in  the  London  Area  (see  Table  2).  Again  only  four  sites 
reported  the  species  in  Surrey.  The  largest  number  of  breeding  pairs  came 
from  Hainault  Forest  with  14  to  15.  Inner  London  records  are  given  along 
with  a  summary  in  tabular  form  of  the  number  of  localities  per  county 
from  where  the  species  was  reported. 
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Inner 

Essex  Herts  Middx  London  Bucks  Kent  Surrey 

20  40  30  5  -  26  4 

M  Inner  London :  Aberdare  Gardens,  NW6,  one  on  Oct  19th.  Grenville 
Place,  NW6,  one  on  Sept  3rd.  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on 
Aug  28th  and  Sept  3rd.  Regent’s  Park,  one  pair  bred. 

S  Inner  London :  Battersea  Park,  present  all  year. 

Table  2.  Woodpeckers  in  the  Breeding  Season.  Number  of  Pairs  at 
Selected  Localities  in  1991  (1990  in  brackets). 


Green 

Great 

Lesser 

Spotted 

Spotted 

E 

Belhus  Woods  CP 

2-3 

(3) 

3-4 

(4) 

1 

0) 

Dagnam  Park 

2 

(1-2) 

3 

(3-4) 

2  (2) 

Hainault  Forest 

12 

(12) 

14-15 

(15) 

6  (5) 

Havering 

3 

(3) 

4-5 

(4) 

2  (2) 

H 

Bricketwood 

6-8 

(7) 

•  12 

(7) 

-  0) 

M 

Alexandra  Park 

1 

0) 

2 

(3) 

1 

0) 

Brent  Res 

1 

0) 

2 

(3) 

1 

0) 

Hampstead  Heath 

2 

(2) 

6+ 

(6+) 

2-4  (1) 

303  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker  Dendrocopos  minor 

Although  it  remains  the  least  frequent  woodpecker  in  the  London  Area  it 
was  reported  from  nearly  100  localities,  a  slight  increase  on  1990.  Most 
reports  came  from  Herts,  Middx  and  Essex  but  incomplete  coverage  was 
probably  responsible  for  the  apparent  decline  in  Surrey.  Hainault  Forest 
held  the  largest  number  of  breeding  pairs  (six),  while  between  two  and 
four  pairs  bred  at  Hampstead  Heath  and  three  territories  were  reported  at 
Trent  Park.  All  Inner  London  records  are  given  along  with  a  summary  in 
tabular  form  of  the  number  of  localities  per  county  from  where  the 
species  was  reported. 

Inner 

Essex  Herts  Middx  London  Bucks  Kent  Surrey 

17  30  24  2  1  15  9 

M  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  one  present  from  January  to  March  and 
again  from  July  to  December  (ARD). 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Oct  10th  (MGe). 


307  Short-toed  Lark  Calandrella  brachydactyla 

H  Tyttenhanger  GP,  one  from  May  7th  to  10th  (GJW  et  al). 

This  bird,  the  fifth  recorded  in  the  London  Area,  arrived  during  the  peak 
time  for  spring  arrivals  of  this  species.  Its  relatively  short  stay  was 
marred  by  the  irresponsible  behaviour,  disturbing  breeding  birds,  of  a 
very  small  minority  of  the  hundreds  of  birdwatchers  who  came  to  see  it. 


310  Woodlark  Lullula  arborea 

1990  Additional  Record 

S  Limpsfield  Chart,  a  party  of  five  were  Hushed  on  May  6th  (PJO). 

Given  the  time  of  the  year,  there  is  a  strong  chance  that  this  was  a  family 
party. 
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311  Skylark  Alauda  arvensis 

Wintering  numbers  were  low  at  the  start  of  the  year  with  the  only 
sizeable  flocks  being  300  at  Rushett  Farm,  Epsom  on  Jan  21st  and  200  at 
Lullingstone  and  100  at  Dartford  Marsh  both  on  Jan  13th.  The  severe 
weather  in  early  February  initiated  some  large  scale  movements  (mainly 
S  or  SW)  across  the  Area.  The  heavy  snowfalls  of  Feb  8th  and  9th  in 
particular  forced  many  of  these  flocks  down,  including  500  at  Rainham 
Marsh  and  300  at  Queen  Mary  GP  on  9th  and  200  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve 
and  155  at  Fairlop  on  8th.  Elsewhere  around  this  time  there  were  350  at 
South  Mimms  on  on  13th.  With  a  general  thaw  underway  by  Feb  16th, 
returning  flocks  were  noted  in  many  parts  of  the  Area  with,  for  example, 
200+  NE  over  Beddington  SF,  155  E  over  Brent  Res,  100  E  over  Rye 
Meads  and  65+  E  over  Flampstead  Heath  all  on  16th. 

The  only  breeding  season  records  of  note  came  from  Rainham  Marsh, 
where  80  pairs  represent  a  15%  decline  on  1990,  Thamesmead  where  16 
singing  males  were  counted  and  Holmethorpe  SP,  where  six  pairs  bred. 
More  comparative  breeding  season  counts  would  be  welcomed. 

The  main  autumn  passage  was  later  than  usual,  not  until  late  October. 
Peak  counts  at  this  time  were  hundreds  moving  over  Ponders  End  Lake 
on  Oct  25th  and  26th  and  200  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  Nov  11th.  Numbers 
at  this  site  increased  to  250  by  Nov  29th  and  500  on  Dec  11th  with  200 
remaining  to  year  end.  Three  figure  wintering  flocks  were  also  noted  at 
Rainham  Marsh  and  South  Mimms.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London :  Aberdare  Gardens,  NW6,  one  singing  from  Apr  10th  to 
13th.  Regent’s  Park,  recorded  in  March,  October  and  November  with  a 
maximum  of  ten  on  Nov  4th.  Varden  Street,  El,  three  N  on  Feb  16th. 

S  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  one  or  two  pairs  probably  bred;  at  least  two 
singing  males  present  in  March  and  April. 

313  Sand  Martin  Riparia  riparia 

) 

The  first  bird  of  the  year  was  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  the  early  date  of 
Mar  5th  but  elsewhere  the  first  arrivals  were  noted  from  mid-March. 
Spring  passage  was  better  than  average  with  several  counts  exceeding  50. 
The  largest  flocks  were  100  at  Amwell  GP  on  Apr  14th,  100  at 
Walthamstow  Res  on  Apr  24th,  75  at  Wraysbury  GP  on  Apr  6th,  100  at 
Apps  Court  Farm  on  Apr  27th  and  75  at  Nazeing  GP  on  Apr  17th. 

Only  245  nests  at  14  colonies  were  recorded  (see  table  below)  a  marked 
reduction  on  last  year.  As  passage  numbers  were  good  it  seems  likely 
than  under-recording  is  the  cause  of  this  apparent  decline. 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Colonies 

6 

3+ 

2 

- 

1 

2 

Nests 

92 

103+ 

5 

— 

7 

45 

Return  passage  began  in  mid-July  and  reached  a  peak  by  the  end  of 
August.  Large  counts  included  1,500  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Aug  29th 
with  600  still  present  on  Sept  15th  and  200  at  Staines  Res  on  Aug  17th 
rising  to  250  on  Aug  23rd.  Few  were  seen  after  mid-September  and  the 
last  birds  of  the  year  were  at  Wm  Girling  Res  and  Bam  Elms  Res  on  Oct 
7th.  Inner  London  records  are  detailed  below. 
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M  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Apr  11th,  May  19th,  Sept  1st, 
Sept  5th  and  Sept  30th  with  four  on  Sept  20th  and  Oct  1st.  (ARD).  No 
other  Inner  London  records  received. 

314  Swallow  Hirundo  rustica 

The  first  bird  of  the  year  was  at  Stocker’s  Lake  on  Mar  29th  and  was 
followed  by  a  scattering  of  other  early  migrants  during  the  next  week. 
Spring  passage  was  prolonged  but  rather  light,  with  few  flocks  exceeding 
50.  The  maximum  gatherings  at  this  time  were  200+  at  Beddington  SF  on 
May  18th,  1 10  at  Amwell  GP  on  May  26th,  100  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on 
Apr  19th  and  100  at  Stocker’s  Lake  on  June  1st,  a  late  date  for  such  a 
large  flock. 

Few  comments  on  breeding  were  received  but  the  general  impression  was 
of  a  drop  in  numbers.  None  was  found  at  regular  breeding  sites  at 
Hertford  Heath  whilst  a  30%  decline  was  reported  from  both  Hainault 
Forest  and  Rainham  Marsh. 

By  mid-August,  return  passage  was  well  under  way,  slightly  earlier  than 
usual.  Peak  counts  at  this  time  included  250  at  Amwell  GP  on  Sept  2nd 
increasing  to  700  by  10th,  200  at  Fairlop  on  Sept  19th  and  200  at 
Bletchingley  on  Sept  27th  increasing  to  340  by  28th.  Numbers  remained 
high  during  the  first  half  of  October  with  100  south  over  Hampstead 
Heath  on  1st  and  50  south  over  King  George  V  Res  on  5th.  Late  birds 
lingered  in  several  areas  until  the  end  of  the  month  and  there  were  four 
November  records:  one  at  Bam  Elms  on  1st,  one  at  Amwell  GP  on  2nd. 
three  at  Harold  Wood  SF  on  3rd  and  the  last  at  Harlow  on  29th. 

316  House  Martin  Delichon  urbica 

The  first  bird  was  at  Hampton  Court  Park  on  Apr  1st,  followed  by  a  small 
trickle  of  records  during  the  next  two  weeks.  The  main  influx  was  not 
until  late  April,  with  the  largest  movements  still  taking  place  well  into 
May  and  even  June  in  some  areas.  By  far  the  largest  counts  were  500  at 
Beddington  SF  at  the  end  of  May,  200  at  Hilfield  Park  Res  on  May  17th 
increasing  to  400  on  29th,  300  at  Amwell  GP  on  June  11th  and  300  at 
Bam  Elms  Res  on  May  28th. 

Breeding  birds  were  late  in  arriving  with  most  territories  not  occupied 
until  well  into  May  and  there  were  many  reports  of  low  numbers  this 
year.  A  25%  decrease  was  noted  in  the  Romford  area  and  none  of  the 
previous  year’s  sites  at  Hertford  Heath  were  occupied  in  April.  In  the 
Mill  Hill  area  ‘breeding  numbers  continued  to  decline*  and  in  Inner 
London  the  Park  Road  colony  was  only  50%  of  the  usual  size.  At 
Stanmore  there  were  14  nests  against  18  in  1990  and  18  nests  at  Sunbury 
Village  compares  to  32  in  1990.  More  comparative  counts  would  be 
appreciated.  The  only  report  of  an  increase  came  from  the  Wykeham 
Green  area  of  Dagenham,  where  the  six  breeding  pairs  were  a  slight 
increase  on  most  recent  years. 

Autumn  passage  was  also  much  lighter  than  in  recent  years  and  few  large 
flocks  were  reported.  The  main  passage  extended  from  July  to  early 
October  and  included  the  following  peak  counts:  Berwick  Ponds, '500  on 
July  14th,  Amwell  GP,  400  on  Sept  10th,  Staines  Res,  500+  on  Aug  23rd. 
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Walton  Res,  1,000  on  Sept  23rd,  Beddington  SF,  750  on  Sept  28th, 
Holmethorpe  SP,  400  on  Sept  28th  and  30th.  Birds  were  still  feeding 
young  in  nests  in  several  areas  in  early  October  but  most  birds  had 
departed  by  the  end  of  the  second  week,  earlier  than  usual.  The  last  birds 
of  the  year  were  at  Trothy  Rd,  Bermondsey  (IL)  on  Nov  16th  and 
Walthamstow  Res  on  Nov  17th. 

M/S  Inner  London :  present  at  eight  breeding  localities  with  up  to  16  nests  at 
Burgess  Park  and  12  nests  at  Rotherhithe  Station,  both  indicating  a  small 
Inner  London  expansion  south  of  the  River  Thames.  Feeding  numbers 
were  much  lower  over  Kensington  Gardens  during  the  late  summer. 

320  Tree  Pipit  Anthus  trivialis 

The  number  of  singing  males  recorded  was  similar  to  1990  although  there 
was  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  sites  from  14  to  12.  The  first  bird  in 
spring  was  at  King  George  V  Res  on  Mar  25th  and  the  last  bird  of  the 
year  at  Mitcham  Common  on  Oct  5th.  The  summary  shows  the  breeding 
season  distribution  (numbers  of  singing  males  in  parentheses)  and  Inner 
London  records  and  is  followed  by  a  table  showing  the  ten  year  history  of 
singing  males  in  the  Area. 

B  Dagnam  Park  (5-6).  Epping  Forest  (6-8).  Hainault  Forest  (1).  Ongar  Park 
(4).  Weald  Park  (1). 

H  Northaw  Great  Wood  (3).  Potter’s  Crouch  (1). 

M  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Sept  19th,  20th  and  22nd  (ARD). 

S  Headley  Heath  (3).  Limpsfield  Chart  (1).  Oxshott  (1).  There  were  none 
on  Wimbledon  Common  declining  from  five  pairs  in  the  mid-1980s. 

Number  of  singing  male  Tree  Pipits  in  the  London  Area  1982-91 

Year  82  83  84  85  86  87  88  89  90  91 

No  of  males  50  80  70  86  72  87  67  54  28  27-30 

322  Meadow  Pipit  Anthus  pratejnsis 

Breeding  season  distribution  was  as  normal  with  the  majority  of  records 
from  the  Thames  Marshes,  which  showed  little  change  in  numbers, 
although  a  decline  is  evident  in  the  breeding  numbers  on  the  commons 
and  heaths  of  the  Area.  As  ever,  the  species  was  widely  reported  on 
passage  and  in  winter.  A  large  movement  was  noted  at  Broadwater  GP  on 
Sept  28th  when  several  hundred  moved  south  during  the  two  hours  from 
dawn.  The  largest  flocks  reported  were  220  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Oct 
26th,  130+  at  Beddington  SF  from  Sept  28th  to  30th,  95  at  Rye  Meads  on 
Jan  26th,  85  at  Rammey  Marsh  on  Dec  8th,  80  at  North  Borehamwood 
on  Dec  31st  and  80  at  Tyttenhanger  GP  on  Jan  12th. 

Records  of  singing  males  or  known  breeding  pairs  (with  numbers  in 
parentheses)  are  shown  below  as  well  as  Inner  London  records. 

E  Belhus  Woods  (4),  Berwick  Ponds  (2),  Corbets  Tey  (4),  Dagenham 
Chase  (1),  Dagenham  Corridor  (3),  Fairlop  (6),  Hornchurch  (8-10),  N. 
Weald  (3),  Rainham  GP  (2),  Rainham  Marsh  (90),  Roding  Valley  (7+), 
Tylers  Common  (2),  West  Thurrock  (8-10). 

H  Croxley  Common  Moor  (1). 

M  Bushy  Park  (1),  Downe  Barns  Farm  (1),  Rammey  Marsh  (1).  Inner 
London :  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Sept  25th.  Regent’s  Park,  small 
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numbers  on  passage  Mar  5th  to  Apr  24th,  the  first  autumn  passage  bird 
was  on  Sept  19th  with  a  maximum  of  20  on  Sept  27th  and  15  on  Oct  4th. 
the  last  bird  was  on  Dec  1 8th. 

K  Crayford  Marsh  (8),  Dartford  Marsh  (11),  Erith  Marshes  (2).  Littlebrook 
Nature  Park  (1),  Swanscombe  Marsh  (10+),  Thamesmead  (11). 

S  Holmethorpe  SP  (3),  Wimbledon  Common  (1).  Inner  London :  Surrey 
Docks,  c35  on  Jan  2nd,  four  on  Apr  1st,  with  small  numbers  present  in 
the  winter  months. 

324a  Rock  Pipit  Anthus  petrosus 

Typically,  the  majority  of  wintering  records  came  from  Essex  and  Kent 
adjacent  to  the  River  Thames.  There  was  a  small  but  marked  spring  and 
autumn  passage  noted  primarily  at  inland  waterside  habitats.  All  records 
are  summarised  below. 

E  Fairlop,  singles  on  Sept  28th.  Oct  25th  and  Oct  26th.  Fishers  Green,  two 
on  Oct  26th.  Grays,  one  on  Dec  14th.  Hainault  Forest,  one  on  Oct  5th. 
Ilford,  one  on  Nov  27th.  King  George  V  Res,  one  from  Feb  8th  to  10th. 
one  on  Mar  14th,  two  on  Oct  9th  and  one  or  two  from  Oct  1 1th  to  30th. 
Rainham  Marsh,  maxima  of  18  in  January,  20  in  February,  six  in  March, 
one  in  April,  seven  in  October,  25  in' November  and  20  in  December. 
Walthamstow  Res,  one  on  Mar  31st.  West  Thurrock,  maxima  of  five  in 
January  and  February,  one  in  March,  five  in  November  and  four  in 
December.  Wm  Girling  Res,  singles  on  Feb  13th.  Oct  23rd  and  30th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Mar  17th  and  two  on  Oct  26th,  Hilfield  Park  Res. 
one  on  Oct  8th. 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  one  on  Nov  8th.  King  George  VI  Res,  singles  on  Oct 
26th  and  Nov  7th.  Queen  Mary  Res,  two  on  Oct  5th  and  singles  from  Oct 
6th  to  Nov  16th.  Rammey  Marsh  one  on  Dec  2nd.  Staines  Res.  singles  on 
Mar  24th,  Apr  5th  and  Nov  15th.  Inner  London :  Regent's  Park,  one  on 
Mar  22nd  flew  NW  (ARD). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  singles  on  Jan  1st  and  Feb  8th  to  25th  and  then 
present  from  Sept  27th  to  Dec  22nd  with  three  on  Nov  8th  and  two  on 
Nov  15th.  Wraysbury  GP,  one  flew  S  on  Oct  9th. 

K  Charlton  one  on  Feb  17th.  Crossness,  one  on  Jan  21st.  Dartford  Marsh, 
one  in  January,  two  in  February,  four  or  five  in  November  and  three  in 
December.  Swanscombe  Marsh,  two  in  January  and  15  in  December. 
Thamesmead,  singles  in  January  and  February. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  singles  on  Feb  27th  and  Mar  23rd,  from  Oct  1 1th  to  Nov 
10th,  five  plus  on  the  21st,  two  on  the  22nd  and  two  or  three  on  the  24th. 
Beddington  SF,  three  on  Apr  2nd,  then  singles  reported  on  ten  dates 
between  Sept  29th  and  Dec  24th  with  two  on  Oct  21st.  three  on  Oct  24th 
and  two  on  Nov  3rd.  Holmethorpe  SP,  one  on  Oct  19th.  Inner  London: 
Chelsea  Reach,  one  on  the  Chelsea  Embankment  side  of  the  River 
Thames  on  Feb  7th  (MGe). 

Birds  showing  characteristics  of  the  Scandinavian  race  A.p.  lirroralis , 
were  recorded  as  follows. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Apr  19th  (SCr). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res,  one  on  Mar  8th  (CL). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Mar  29th  (RBH).  Beddington  SF,  one  from  Jan 
12th  to  19th  (BBR). 
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Some  members  of  the  Records  Committee  believe  that  many  of  the  Rock 
Pipits  which  occur  in  the  London  Area  are  probably  of  this  race  and 
observers  are  encouraged  to  assign  records  to  a  sub-species  when 
conditions  permit  and,  most  importantly,  submit  their  reasons  for  doing  so. 


324b  Water  Pipit  Anthus  spinoletta 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  records  of  this  species  in  1991, 
mainly  in  Essex,  of  a  quite  exceptional  magnitude.  The  high  profile,  in 
birding  literature,  given  to  the  identification  of  this  group  of  pipits  may 
have  helped  but  a  genuine  influx  obviously  occurred,  principally  to  the 
Thames-side  saltings  at  Rainham  Marsh.  This  species  generally  prefers 
freshwater  habitats  for  its  wintering  grounds  but  it  is  by  no  means  rare  at 
saltwater  sites,  particularly  semi-saline  marshes.  A  noticeable  trend  in  the 
Area  is  a  decline  in  records  from  freshwater  sites,  especially  watercress 
beds,  and  an  increase  from  Thames-side  sites.  The  total  number  of  birds 
recorded  for  the  year  was  at  least  65  and  could  have  been  much  higher 
depending  on  the  turnover  of  individuals  within  the  Rainham  Marsh 
flocks.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Fairlop,  one  on  Feb  25th  (AAB).  Fishers  Green,  one  on  the  Apr  17th 
(ADW).  Hainault  Lake,  one  on  Oct  19th  was  the  first  record  for  this  site 
(MKD).  Harold  Wood  SF,  one  from  Jan  1st  to  13th  (CRJ),  and  singles 
from  Mar  10th  to  Mar  24th  (CRJ, AAB)  and  on  Nov  9th  (AAB).  King 
George  V  Res,  singles  on  Jan  25th  and  26th  (SCr)  and  Feb  10th  (DL/), 
Feb  17th,  two  on  Feb  18th  (SCr),  singles  on  Feb  28th  (RMC)  and  Apr 
18th  (PJV).  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Jan  1st  increasing  to  six  in  February 
and  12  on  Mar  2nd,  14  on  Mar  9th  and  20  on  the  29th  and  30th,  numbers 
falling  in  early  April  from  16  on  the  1st,  15  on  the  5th  to  a  last  count  of 
eight  on  the  6th  (AAB,MKD,SRP  et  al);  in  the  second  half  of  the  year  a 
single  on  Nov  2nd  was  the  first  of  another  period  of  good  numbers  which 
built  to  eight  by  Nov  30th,  with  six  to  eight  remaining  to  the  year  end 
(MKD,MAH,SRP  et  al). 

H  Amwell  GP  one  on  Mar  9th  (GJW).  Croxley  Hall  WCB,  singles  on  Jan 
3rd  and  Feb  13th  (DSF).  Croxley,  River  Chess,  one  on  Jan  3rd  (DSF). 
Rye  Meads,  one  from  Jan  1st  to  Feb  17th  with  two  on  Jan  26th  and  one 
on  Nov  28th  (RMRG).  In  addition,  birds  of  either  this  species  or  Rock 
Pipit  were  at  Hilfield  Park  Res  on  Oct  12th  and  Stanstead  Abbotts  GP  on 
Nov  17  th. 

M  Brent  Res,  one  on  Apr  6th  (DR/).  Perry  Oaks  SF,  one  on  Mar  30th  (CL). 
Rammey  Marsh,  two  on  Jan  1st  and  singles  from  Jan  2nd  to  Feb  2nd  and 
Nov  17th  to  Dec  8th  (SCr). 

K  Thamesmead,  one  on  Feb  17th  (NRW,FB). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  singles  on  Apr  9th  (RBH,AJBL)  and  Apr  16th  and  17th 
(RBH).  Beddington  SF,  up  to  five  in  January,  eight  in  February,  one  in 
March  and  April,  two  in  November  and  four  in  December 
(PHr,MJN,BBR,NRS)  .  Holmethorpe  SP,  singles  on  Mar  4th,  Nov  5th 
and  Dec  13th  (GWJH).  Walton  Res,  singles  on  Feb  17th,  18th  (MDv,CL), 
28th  and  Mar  8th  (SJS). 

1990  Additional  Record 

H  Croxley  Hall  WCB,  two  on  Dec  1 1th  (DSF). 
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325  Yellow  Wagtail  Motacilla  flava 

The  first  spring  migrant  was  on  the  very  early  date  of  Mar  18th  at  Wm 
Girling  Res.  There  were  no  other  records  until  Apr  7th  when  three  were 
seen  at  Chigwell  and  one  at  Bam  Elms  Res.  The  number  of  breeding 
pairs  reported  declined  to  about  50.  It  should  be  noted  however  that  there 
were  no  records  from  several  sites  in  Essex  which  recorded  sizeable 
breeding  concentrations  in  1990.  The  last  bird  of  the  year  was  one  with  a 
damaged  leg  present  at  Walton  Res  until  Nov  23rd.  A  summary  of 
breeding  season  records  (numbers  in  parentheses),  passage  concentrations 
and  Inner  London  records  is  given  below.  Remarkably  the  species 
continues  to  breed  at  Surrey  Docks  (IL)  despite  development  and 
disturbance,  and  young  were  again  seen. 

E  Fairlop  (up  to  6),  Fishers  Green  (2),  Hackney/Leyton  (2),  Netherhall  GP 
(2),  Rainham  Marsh  (12).  Fairlop,  20  on  Apr  16th  and  30  on  Aug  14th. 
Nazeing  GP,  40  on  Apr  20th. 

H  Amwell  GP  (1),  Beech  Farm  GP  (1),  Broxbourne  GP  (2)  and  Maple 
Lodge  NR  (1).  Tyttenhanger  GP,  20  on  May  7th  and  30  on  Sept  12th. 

M  Rammey  Marsh  (4).  Queen  Mary  Res,  30  on  Sept  7th.  Vicarage  Farm. 
Enfield,  23  on  Sept  16th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  spring  passage  on 
six  days  between  Apr  18th  and  May  22nd  with  a  maximum  of  three  on 
May  8th;  autumn  passage  was  noted  on  six  days  between  Aug  27th  and 
Sept  27th  with  two  on  Sept  4th  and  23rd. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  30+  on  Sept  8th. 

K  Swanscombe  Marsh  (1+).  Thamesmead  (3).  After  a  prolonged  decline  no 
breeding  evident  at  Dartford  Marsh. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  33  on  May  7th.  Beddington  SF  (8);  50+  on  May  8th. 
Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks  (2). 

Records  of  birds  showing  characterisitics  of  races  other  than 
M f.flavissima  were  as  follows. 

Blue-headed  Wagtail,  M.f. flava.  Essex:  singles  at  Fishers  Green  on  Apr 
24th,  King  George  V  Res  on  Apr  24th  and  May  2nd.  Nazeing  GP  on  Apr 
20th,  Walthamstow  Res  on  Apr  23rd  and  Wm  Girling  Res  on  May  12th. 
Herts:  Tyttenhanger  GP,  one  on  May  6th  and  two  on  7th.  Middx: 
Alexandra  Park,  one  on  May  25th.  Surrey:  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Apr 
13th  and  one  on  Apr  26th.  Holmethorpe  SP,  one  on  Apr  26th.  South 
Norwood  CP,  two  on  Apr  23rd. 

Ashy-headed  Wagtail,  M.f.cinereocapilla.  Essex:  King  George  V  Res, 
one  on  May  7th  (RMC).  Herts:  Tyttenhanger  GP,  one  on  May  28th  and 
29th  (PHf,PDW,PC/). 

Grey-headed  Wagtail,  M.f.thunbergi.  Middx:  Staines  Res,  one  on  June 
2nd  (DJMs).  Surrey:  Beddington  SF,  singles  from  May  3rd  to  6th.  and  on 
May  28th  and  June  1st  (BBR). 

327  Grey  Wagtail  Motacilla  cinerea 

There  were  reports  of  approximately  60  pairs  during  the  breeding  season 
with  single  birds  present  at  several  other  sites,  similar  to  last  year’s  total. 
Breeding  season  records  are  given  in  the  table  below,  with  maximum 
counts  and  Inner  London  records  under  respective  counties. 


ABOVE:  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  at  Oxted,  October  1991  (Photo:  Philip  Jones ) 

BELOW  LEFT:  Long-eared  Owl  at  Dagenham  Chase,  Winter  1991/92 
(Photo:  Robin  Chittenden/ RBPL) 

BELOW  RIGHT:  Great  Grey  Shrike  at  South  Norwood  Country  Park,  Winter  1991/92 
(Photo:  David  Rimes! Birding  Images ) 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  1991 


97 


Essex  Herts  Middx  Bucks  Kent  Surrey 

No  of  sites  holding  birds  during  4  9  18  3  9  17 

the  breeding  season 

E  Harold  Wood  SF,  up  to  seven  in  the  first  part  of  the  year  and  four  at  the 
end;  equivalent  numbers  at  Rainham  Marsh  were  three  and  two. 

H  Mill  Green  SF,  seven  on  Dec  8th.  Rye  Meads,  seven  in  January  and 
October. 

M  Records  were  well  distributed  with  a  largest  count  of  four  at  several  sites. 
Inner  London :  present  during  the  breeding  season  at  Regent’s  Park 
(breeding  not  proven).  Outside  the  breeding  season  there  were  records  of 
singles  at  Angel  Islington,  Nl,  Broadgate,  EC2,  Cannon  Street  Station 
and  Varden  Street,  El. 

K  Widely  distributed  outside  the  breeding  season  with  the  highest  count  of 
four  at  Foots  Cray  Meadows  and  Sevenoaks  Reserve. 

S  Beddington  SF,  six  from  Oct  3rd  to  Nov  6th.  Inner  London :  outside  the 
breeding  season  birds  were  reported  from  St  Thomas’s  Hospital,  Surrey 
Docks  (1-3)  and  Westminster. 


328a  Pied  Wagtail  Motacilla  alba 

Several  pairs  were  proved  to  have  bred  in  Inner  London,  with  others 
observed  there  during  the  breeding  season.  A  marked  spring  passage  in 
March  and  April  was  reported  across  the  Area.  Large  counts  and  roosts 
are  summarised  below  together  with  Inner  London  breeding  records. 

E  Harold  Wood,  150  on  Jan  13th  and  27th,  and  200  on  Dec  14th.  King 
George  V  Res,  50  on  Apr  2nd.  Walthamstow  Res,  25  on  Mar  25th.  Wm 
Girling  Res,  30  on  Mar  30th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  45  on  Nov  30th.  Hamper  Mill,  30  on  Apr  6th.  Mill  Green 
SF,  128  on  Jan  5th,  157  on  Feb  2nd,  162  on  Mar  2nd  and  63  on  Dec  8th. 
Rye  Meads  SF,  87  on  Jan  26th,  80  on  Feb  1st,  40  on  Oct  19th  and  60  on 
Nov  23rd.  St  Albans,  100+  on  Dec  4th  but  this  roost  deserted  on  Dec 
18th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  29  on  Feb  28th,  40+  on  Apr  5th. 

M  Queen  Mary  GP,  73  on  Aug  24th.  Rammey  Marsh,  maximum  recorded  in 
a  feeding  flock  was  348  on  Nov  22nd.  Wood  Green  Res,  66  on  Oct  17th. 
Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  seen  in  June.  Kensington  Gardens,  a  male  seen 
collecting  food  in  May.  Coach  and  Horses  Yard,  Wl,  a  pair  bred  on  a 
roof.  Regent’s  Park,  one  pair  bred  in  or  close  to  the  park;  a  maximum  of 
eight  seen  in  the  year.  St  James’s  Park,  seen  during  the  breeding  season. 
Temple,  pair  seen  regularly  feeding  on  roof  top  in  May. 

B  Iver  Sewage  Farm,  45  on  Jan  1st. 

K  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  max  52  on  Feb  2nd.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  60  on 
Mar  19th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  monthly  maxima  of  40  in  January,  70  in  February,  40  in 
September,  100  in  October,  150  in  November  and  200  in  December. 
Esher  SF,  70  on  Feb  17th.  Holmethorpe  SP,  41  on  Feb  26th  and  45+  on 
Dec  29th.  Richmond  Station,  cl 80  on  Feb  20th  at  a  roost  in  plane  trees. 
Inner  London :  reported  from  Bankside  Power  Station  in  the  breeding 
season,  and  Burgess  Park,  where  a  juvenile  was  seen  in  June. 
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328b  White  Wagtail  M.a.alba 

A  poor  year  with  only  about  35  birds  in  spring  with  passage  lasting  from 
Mar  1 1th  to  the  May  19th.  Birds  were  recorded  from  14  sites.  There  was 
only  one  record  in  autumn.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Fairlop,  one  on  Apr  8th  (AAB).  King  George  V  Res,  at  least  two  on  Mar 
25th  (HV),  two  on  Apr  1st  (AAB)  then  singles,  both  males  and  females, 
up  to  May  7th  (RMC.SCr  et  al ).  Wm  Girling  Res,  singles  on  Mar  30th 
(SCr),  Apr  3rd  (RMC),  12th  (SCr)  and  13th  and  one  in  autumn  on  Aug 
28th  (ACy). 

H  Amwell  GP,  singles  on  Apr  6th  (MAH)  and  May  8th  (GJW). 
Hampermill,  at  least  one  on  Apr  6th  (SJC)  and  one  on  Apr  19th  (DSF). 
Rye  Meads,  one  on  May  11th  (ADW).  Stockers  Lake,  singles  on  Mar 
15th  and  Apr  13th  (RRD).  Tyttenhanger  GP,  one  on  Apr  5th,  two  on  Apr 
12th  (TE),  two  on  Apr  29th,  singles  on  May  2nd  (PHr),  May  6th  (SPe), 
May  7th  (GJW)  and  May  19th  (PHf.MCB).  ' 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  three  on  Mar’29th  and  two  on  the  31st  (PN). 
Shepperton  GP,  three  on  Mar  29th  (AJBL),  singles  on  Apr  1st,  May  5th 
(AVM.PN)  and  May  6th  (RBH,PN).  Staines  Res,  two  on  May  1st 
(AVM),  singles  on  May  5th  (AVM,PN)  and  6th  (RBH,PN).  Wood  Green 
Res,  singles  on  Apr  16th  and  May  6th  (GN). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  three  on  Mar  23th  (RBH),  one  on  Mar  28th  (JG l),  three 
on  Apr  9th  (AJBL),  singles  from  Apr  18th  to  Apr  28th  and  then  one  on 
May  1st  and  2nd  (BPA,RBH  et  al),  two  on  May  3rd  (NPS)  and  one  on 
May  18th  (RBH).  Beddington  SF,  one  on  Mar  11th  and  28th  (BBR). 
Island  Bam  Res,  three  on  Mar  23rd  (SJS). 

1986  Additional  Record 

E  '‘King  George  V  Res,  one  on  May  3rd  (SCr). 

329  Waxwing  Bombycilla  garrulus 

A  very  good  year  for  this  species,  with  birds  at  both  ends  of  the  year  but 
mostly  in  the  first  half,  following  the  irruption  of  1990.  The  numbers  in 
our  Area  were  just  a  drop  in  the  ocean  compared  to  the  huge  invasions 
further  north. 

E  Harold  Hill  and  Harold  Wood,  up  to  eight  birds  present  from  Jan  24th  to 
Feb  15th  in  roadside  trees  by  the  A12  (RF,KB  et  al)  were  also  seen  in 
gardens  in  Harold  Hill  and  near  Dagnam  Park  (MKD.CRJ  et  al). 
Loughton,  three  from  Mar  1st  to  Mar  10th  (AAB).  Waltham  Abbey,  five 
by  the  A121  on  Mar  3rd  were  photographed  (JHA). 

H  Arkley,  one  on  Dec  16th,  (PS h,  Mr  &  Mrs  D  Smith).  Cheshunt,  up  to 
four  from  Jan  23rd  to  Jan  31st,  with  only  three  on  the  last  few  days 
(JF,JT/?  et  al).  Welwyn  Garden  City,  three  on  Feb  19th  (CB/;,KP/?). 

M  Broadwater  Farm,  Tottenham,  one  on  Feb  12th  (DLr).  Edgware,  15  on 
Mar  17th  (FRC).  Enfield  Town,  five  from  Feb  26th  to  Mar  1st 
(RMC.DLf).  Harefield  Village,  two  from  Feb  9th  to  13th  (B.S.Swan  per 
RDNHS)  and  one  on  Feb  19th  (JWH).  Kenton,  Harrow,  up  to  six  from 
Feb  8th  to  Feb  18th  (PAW  et  al).  Queen  Mary  GP.  one  flew  S  on  Feb 
17th  (PML).  Tottenham,  five  from  Mar  4th  to  1  1th  (DLr  et  al). 
Tottenham  Cemetery,  one  flew  N  on  Mar  14th  (DLf). 

K  Abbey  Wood,  one  on  Feb  9th  (AF.HF). 

S  Ham  Lands,  three  on  Dec  27th  (RJH).  South  Norwood  CP,  four  on  Dec 
28th  (JB</). 
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331  Wren  Troglodytes  troglodytes 

Reported  numbers  indicate  that  this  species  had  a  bad  winter  with 
populations  declining  due  to  the  prolonged  cold  spell  in  February,  the 
coldest  for  four  years.  Notable  records  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  32  singing  males  (decrease  from  50-55  in  1990).  Gemon 
Bushes,  ten  pairs  bred.  Hainault  Forest,  a  25%  decline  from  1990. 
Rainham  Marsh,  a  20%  decline  from  1990. 

H  Amwell  GP,  11  singing  males  (16  in  1990).  Bricket  Wood,  17  territories 
in  CBC  area.  Cheshunt  GP,  35  singing  males  in  survey  area  (84  in  1990). 
Chorleywood  Common,  24  singing  males  in  May  (26  in  1990). 
Rickmansworth  Aquadrome,  22  singing  males  in  May  (24  in  1990). 

M  Osterley  Park,  eight  territories  (15  in  1990).  Tottenham  Cemetery,  23 
singing  males.  Inner  London:  Barbican,  EC3,  a  singing  male  in  January. 
Camley  Street  Park,  bred.  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  bred.  St 
James’s  Park,  bred.  Regent’s  Park,  at  least  12  pairs  bred. 

S  Ashtead  Common,  30  territories.  Bookham  Common,  17  territories. 
Chessington  area,  37  territories.  Inner  London :  present  in  the  breeding 
season  at  Archbishop’s  Park,  Lambeth,  (at  least  two  singing  males)  and 
Bankside  Power  Station. 

333  Dunnock  Prunella  modularis 

A  common  resident  which,  like  the  preceding  species,  appears  to  have 
been  adversely  affected  by  the  cold  weather  in  February.  Notable  records 
are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  23  territories  (35  in  1990).  Gemon  Bushes,  15  pairs  bred. 

H  Amwell  GP,  nine  singing  males.  Bricket  Wood,  two  territories  in  CBC 
plot.  Cheshunt  GP,  16  singing  males  (23  in  1990).  Chorleywood 
Common,  three  singing  males  (five  in  1990).  Rickmansworth 
Aquadrome,  four  singing  males  (five  in  1990). 

M  Osterley  Park,  seven  territories  (  same  as  1990).  Tottenham  Cemetery,  20 
singing  males.  Inner  London:  widespread  as  a  breeding  bird  but  no  counts 
received  from  the  Royal  Parks. 

K  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  maximum  of  six  in  March,  much  reduced  from  18 
in  1990. 

S  Banstead  Common,  seven  territories.  Chessington  area,  eight  territories. 
Inner  London :  noted  in  the  breeding  season  at  Archbishops  Park, 
Lambeth  (3  territories)  and  Bankside  Power  Station. 

336  Robin  Erithacus  rubecula 

A  common  and  very  under-recorded  resident  throughout  the  London 
Area.  Notable  breeding  counts  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  40  territories.  Gemon  Bushes,  26+  pairs  bred. 

H  Amwell  GP,  two  pairs  (four  in  1990).  Bricket  Wood  CBC  plot,  14 
territories.  Cheshunt  GP,  13  territories  (10  in  1990).  Chorleywood 
Common,  15  singing  males  on  May  6th  (22  in  1990).  Rickmansworth 
Aquadrome,  12  singing  males. 

M  Osterley  Park,  seven  territories  on  census  plot,  (9  in  1990).  Inner  London : 

Regent’s  Park,  a  minimum  of  14  pairs  bred. 

S  Ashstead  Common,  29  territories.  Bookham  Common,  28  pairs  (40  in 
1990).  Chessington  area,  35  territories. 
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338  Nightingale  Luscinia  megarhynchos 

A  continuation  of  the  downward  trend  of  last  year  with  no  more  than  23 
singing  males  reported,  compared  with  25  in  1989  and  34  in  1988.  First 
recorded  on  Apr  14th  and  last  on  Aug  14th.  All  records  are  given  below. 

E  Curtismill  Green,  one  singing  male  on  June  11th.  Epping  Forest,  eight  to 
ten  singing  males  near  Connaught  Water  and  one  singing  male  at  North 
Monks  Wood  (MKD,PABr,SRP  et  al).  Fishers  Green,  one  singing  male  in 
May  (SC/\ASMS).  Hainault  Forest,  two  singing  males  (MKD,MAH  et  al). 
H  Broxboume  Woods,  one  singing  male  on  May  12th  (ADW).  Cheshunt 
GP,  one  singing  male  on  May  10th  (AP/\ELQ)  and  two  at  the  end  of  May 
(GJW).  Tumford  GP,  one  singing  male  on  Apr  27th  (CC)  and  May  1 2th 
(ADW). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  one  singing  male  from  Apr  27th  to  May  25th  and  one 
trapped  on  Aug  3rd  (RRG). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  at  least  one  male  in  spring  (JCs).  Bookham  Common, 
one  singing  male  on  May  25th  (PD).  Ham  Lands,  one  singing  male  on 
May  16th  (RJH).  Mitcham  Common,  one  trapped  on  Aug  14th  (MN). 
South  Norwood  CP,  one  singing  on  May  1 1th  (JB/). 

1989  Additional  Record 

S  Ham  Lands,  one  on  Apr  18th,  a  singing  male  on  Apr  23rd  and  one  held 
territory  from  May  14th  to  30th  (RJH). 

1988  Correction 

S  Ham  Lands,  one  on  Apr  17th,  observer  should  be  JH  and  not  RJH. 

342  Black  Redstart  Phoenicurus  ochruros 

Breeding  season  records  were  the  lowest  since  1971.  The  decrease  may 
be  due  to  an  increasing  difficulty  in  access  for  some  sites  and  a  reduction 
in  observers  sending  in  records  from  the  city  centre.  However  several 
visits  to  the  King’s  Cross  development  site  during  the  season  were 
fruitless  and  a  real  decline  may  be  in  progress.  The  table  below  details 
breeding  records  and  is  followed  by  all  records  of  winter  and  passage 
birds. 


Pairs  Other  Add. 

Proved  Pairs  Sing 

Breeding  Present  males  Observer 


E 

Rainham  Marsh 

1 

_ 

_ 

MKD.SRP.KB 

M 

Brimsdown  Enfield 

— 

— 

1 

ACv 

K 

Belvedere  PS 

1 

— 

1 

NRW 

Deptford  PS 

1 

PB 

Littlebrook  PS 

1 

— 

1 

BEW.AJM 

S 

Bam  Elms  Res 

— 

1 

— 

S  Ci 

NPS 

St  Georges  Hospital,  SW17 

— 

— 

1 

DE 

IL 

County  Hall 

— 

1 

— 

TL 

Surrey  Docks 

1 

— 

1 

DAM.BB/t 

Totals 

5 

2 

5 

E  Brentwood,  singles  on  Feb  28th  (BCc)  and  Apr  10th  (MM).  Dagenham 
Chase,  one  on  Oct  27th  (KB).  Wm  Girling  Res,  one  on  Apr  27th  (RMC). 
H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Apr  7th  (GJW).  Hilfield  Park  Res,  one  on  May  4th 
(GSE). 
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M  Broadwater  GP,  one  on  Oct  24th  (MT/).  Hampstead  Heath,  one  on  Apr 
10th  (PWD).  Staines  and  King  George  VI  Res,  the  usual  winter  female 
from  the  start  of  the  year  to  Mar  19th  and  from  Nov  17th  to  the  year  end 
(mo).  Inner  London :  Backchurch  Lane,  El  one  from  early  September 
into  October  (MLc).  Backhill,  EC1,  one  on  Feb  1st  (HC)  was  first  seen 
before  Christmas  1990. 

K  Hoblingwell  Wood,  one  on  Mar  16th  (KHP). 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  on  May  6th  (BBR).  Betchlingly,  singles  on  Apr  7th 
and  Apr  29th  (JKCG).  East  Molesey,  one  Mar  10th  (MWr).  Holmethorpe 
SP,  singles  on  Mar  22nd,  Mar  29th  and  May  11th  (GWJH).  Island  Bam 
Res,  one  on  Mar  10th  (SJS).  Walton  Res,  one  on  Oct  15th  (MDv).  Inner 
London :  Bankside  PS,  one  on  Sept  18th  (CS). 

1988  Additional  Record 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Nov  13th. 

343  Redstart  Phoenicurus  phoenicurus 

The  first  birds  of  spring  were  three  at  Tyttenhanger  GP  on  Apr  14th 
which  were  followed  by  records  of  13  bird/days,  a  decline  of  25%  from 
last  year,  with  the  last  on  May  16th.  The  breeding  population  in  Epping 
Forest  fell  to  a  single  pair  with  one  additional  singing  male  present.  There 
were  however  breeding  season  records  of  singing  birds  at  Northaw  Great 
Wood  and  Hainault  Forest.  Autumn  passage  commenced  with  a  bird  at 
Tottenham  Cemetery  on  Aug  14th  followed  by  approximately  44 
bird/days,  the  last  birds  being  seen  on  Oct  9th  at  Fishers  Green  and 
Hoblingwell  Wood.  The  most  extraordinary  record  of  the  year  was  one  at 
Rye  Park  on  Dec  7th;  winter  records  of  Redstarts  in  Britain  are  extremely 
few  and  far  between.  All  records  are  given  below. 

E  Buckhurst  Hill  GP,  a  female  on  Sept  20th  (mo).  Dagenham  Chase,  one  on 
Sept  15th  and  two  on  Oct  6th  (KB, PM).  Dagnam  Park,  a  male  on  May 
11th  (CRJ);  recorded  in  autumn  from  Aug  29th  to  Sept  24th, 
approximately  15  bird/days  with  two  on  Aug  31st,  Sept  7th  and  Sept  24th 
(CRJ,AAB).  Epping  Forest,  first  recorded  on  Apr  23rd,  one  pair  bred 
and  one  additional  singing  male  present  (AAB  et  al).  Fairlop,  one  on  Aug 
31st  and  Sept  1st  (RG,AAB).  Fishers  Green,  a  female  on  Oct  9th  (SCr). 
Hainault  Forest,  a  male  held  territory  during  May  and  early  June  and  may 
have  bred  in  the  area  (MKD,AAB,SRP),  the  first  such  record  at  this  site 
for  20  years;  two  females  on  Sept  6th  (MKD).  West  Thurrock,  a  female 
on  Sept  30th  (AAB). 

H  Northaw  Great  Wood,  a  singing  male  on  May  18th  (PL).  Rye  Park,  one 
on  Dec  7th  (RPr).  Tyttenhanger  GP,  three  on  Apr  14th  (PJS). 

M  Alexandra  Park,  a  male  on  Sept  12th  (GN).  Brent  Res,  one  on  Sept  21st 
(RB d).  Hampstead  Heath,  singles  on  Sept  7th  (MAH,TJL«),  12th  and 
15th  (PWD).  Tottenham  Cemetery,  singles  Aug  14th  and  Sept  8th 
(DL/,PL).  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield,  singles  on  Aug  21st,  Sept  1st  and  Sept 
2nd,  three  on  Sept  3rd,  and  singles  on  Sept  12th  and  27th  (RMC).  Inner 
London :  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Sept  6th  (ARD). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  one  trapped  on  May  1 1th  (RRG). 

K  Blackheath,  one  on  May  16th  (EWK).  Dartford  Marsh,  a  female  on  Apr 
28th  and  May  4th  (PFC)  and  a  first  year  male  on  Sept  11th  (AJM,BW). 
Hoblingwell  Wood,  an  immature  male  on  Oct  9th  (KHP).  Sidcup,  one  on 
Oct  2nd  (RJG,GBO). 
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S  Bam  Elms  Res,  a  male  on  Aug  30th  (BPA,GG)  and  a  female  on  Sept  2nd 
(GG).  Beddington  SF,  a  female  on  May  13th  (BBR).  Croydon  Airport,  a 
male  on  May  9th  (RLM).  Epsom  Common,  a  male  on  May  5th  (PBw) 
and  6th  (JSP).  Ham  Lands,  a  male  on  May  21st  (RJH). 

1989  Additional  Record 

M  Park  Farm,  Enfield,  three  on  Aug  28th  (RMC). 

344  Whinchat  Saxicola  rubetra 

There  were  no  breeding  records  reported  in  the  Area.  Spring  passage 
occurred  from  Apr  18th,  a  typical  date,  with  the  first  birds  being  one  at 
Bushy  Park  and  two  at  Fishers  Green.  There  were  few  birds  until  the 
beginning  of  May  when  they  became  Widespread.  Most  records  were  of 
singles,  with  a  maximum  of  four  at  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield.  Passage 
lasted  throughout  May.  The  last  birds  of  spring  were  singles  on  May  30th 
at  Erith  Marshes  and  Barn  Elms  Res.  There  were  approximately  73 
bird/days  reported  at  20  sites. 

Autumn  passage  started  on  July  29th,  with  a  single  at  South  Norwood 
Country  Park.  There  were  only  three  new  arrivals  by  Aug  17th  but  from 
Aug  18th  the  main  passage  started  building  to  peak  numbers  from  August 
28th  to  September  14th.  Maximum  counts  were  25  at  Rainham  Marsh  on 
Aug  31st  and  22  at  Fairlop  on  Sept  2nd.  There  were  two  October  records, 
both  singles,  at  Beech  Farm  GP  on  5th  and  Bushy  Park  on  6th.  The  total  in 
autumn  was  approximately  543  bird/days  from  40  sites.  Autumn  records 
were  far  more  numerous  than  spring  ones  (7.5  to  1),  following  the  recent 
trend  in  relative  seasonal  abundance.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M/S  Inner  London :  Burgess  Park,  one  on  May  25th  (PBk).  Regent’s  Park 
singles  on  Apr  25th  and  Sept  10th  (ARD). 

1989  Correction 

The  spring  maximum  was  four  at  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield  and  not  ‘three 
at  any  site’. 

345  Stonechat  Saxicola  torquata 

The  number  of  pairs  recorded  in  the  breeding  season  was  at  least  15.  all 
at  Rainham  Marsh,  with  one  other  possible  breeding  pair  also  in  Essex. 
Records  were  received  from  23  sites  mainly  of  ones  and  twos,  a  reduction 
of  nearly  50%  compared  to  1 990.  The  cold  weather  in  February  appeared 
to  have  a  large  effect  on  the  population,  the  breeding  population  in  North 
Kent  disappearing  completely.  The  winter  population  at  Rainham  Marsh 
in  the  second  half  of  the  year  was  the  lowest  for  20  years,  which  makes 
the  likelihood  of  early  improvement  in  the  number  of  this  species  using 
the  normal  Rainham  ‘reservoir’  rather  low.  There  were  no  records  from 
Inner  London.  All  records  are  shown. 

E  Barking,  a  male  in  suitable  breeding  habitat  on  June  14th.  Fairlop  a  male  on 
Nov  5th.  King  George  V  Res,  a  female  on  Jan  1 0th  and  a  pair  on  Jim  23rd. 
Rainham  Marsh,  15  territories  in  the  breeding  season:  20-25  birds  wintered 
in  January  and  February  but  only  four  or  five  in  November  and  December 
and  no  sign  of  the  usual  passage  in  October.  West  Thurrock,  a  juvenile  on 
July  20th  may  have  been  a  locally  bred  bird  and  a  male  on  Sept  27th. 
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H  Bowyers  GP,  the  pair  from  November  1990  remained  until  Feb  5th. 
Broxboume  GP,  the  male  from  October  1990  remained  until  Feb  8th. 
Hatfield  Park,  a  male  on  Feb  26th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  one  on  Oct  24th. 

M  Bushy  Park,  a  pair  from  Jan  1st  to  Feb  4th,  a  male  on  Feb  5th,  a  female 
on  Feb  25th,  two  on  Sept  20th  and  21st,  three  on  Oct  2nd,  two  on  Oct 
6th,  one  on  Oct  13th,  a  maximum  of  three  in  November,  a  male  and  two 
females  on  the  6th,  13th  and  27th  and  a  pair  throughout  December. 
Rammey  Marsh,  a  pair  on  Jan  2nd  and  Jan  6th,  a  male  on  Jan  20th  and  a 
pair  on  Dec  27th.  Staines  Res,  a  male  on  Jan  24th  and  two  females  on 
Dec  8th.  Tottenham  Marsh,  a  pair  on  Feb  3rd. 

K  Chelsfield  one  on  Feb  24th.  Crayford  Marsh,  a  male  on  Jan  21st. 
Dartford  Marsh  a  male  on  Jan  21st  then  two  from  Oct  28th  to  the  year 
end  with  three  on  Dec  25th.  Thamesmead,  two  on  Oct  25th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  Oct  20th  and  21st.  Beddington  SF,  up  to  three  in 
January  and  singles  on  July  25th,  Sept  21st,  Oct  25th,  Nov  24th  and  25th 
and  throughout  December.  Epsom  Common,  ome  on  May  6th.  Ham 
Lands,  one  on  Dec  12th  and  from  Dec  16th  to  27th.  Hersham  GP,  two  on 
Jan  20th,  a  male  on  Feb  16th  and  a  female  on  Dec  8th.  Horton  CP  a  male 
on  Mar  17th.  Richmond  Park,  two  on  Jan  19th  and  a  pair  from  October  to 
December.  South  Norwood  CP,  a  female  on  Nov  9th. 


346  Wheatear  Oenanthe  oenanthe 

The  first  bird  of  spring  was  at  King  George  V  Res  on  Mar  15th  with  a 
steady  migration  from  this  date  with  no  spectacular  falls  reported.  With 
some  sites  not  reporting  any  records  other  than  “first  and  last  dates”  any 
analysis  is  indicative  only.  Bird/day  totals  with  maximum  counts  from 
regular  sites  for  all  passage  migrants  would  be  most  helpful.  The 
weather  in  April  was  dominated  by  a  cool  northerly  airstream  which 
relented  towards  the  end  of  the  month.  The  highest  count  was  1 1  at 
Fairlop  on  Apr  7th.  Birds  were  reported  at  53  sites  and  with 
approximately  290  bird/days  with  the  last  bird  of  spring  at  Brent  Res  on 
the  late  date  of  June  9th. 

Although  no  breeding  or  territorial  behaviour  was  reported  there  were 
several  reports  of  birds  in  late  June  and  an  intriguing  record  of  a 
juvenile  bird,  which  still  showed  a  yellow  gape  and  spotting  on  the 
head,  on  July  10th  at  Wm  Girling  Res.  Apart  from  this  bird,  autumn 
migration  commenced  on  Aug  4th  with  a  bird  at  Queen  Mary  Res  and 
continued  steadily  until  the  first  week  of  October.  A  few  birds  remained 
late  in  October,  the  last  record  being  two  at  King  George  V  Res  on  Oct 
30th.  Birds  were  recorded  from  44  sites  in  autumn  with  at  least  303 
bird/days  being  recorded.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Mar  22nd,  three  on  Apr  9th,  four  on 
Apr  1 1th,  two  on  the  22nd,  two  on  May  8th,  singles  on  May  9th  and  10th 
and  two  on  Sept  6th  (ARD). 

S  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  three  on  Apr  9th  (BB&),  two  on  Apr  11th 
(DAM),  two  on  Apr  23rd  and  one  on  Apr  26th  (BB&). 

There  were  at  least  24  birds  showing  the  characteristics  of  the  Greenland 
race  O.odeucorrhoa.  All  but  one  record  came  in  spring,  most  in  the 
period  of  May  8th  to  23rd. 


104 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  56  FOR  1991 


E  King  George  V  Res,  two  on  May  4th  and  one  on  May  31st  (RMC). 
Rainham  Marsh  one  on  Oct  5th  (MKD,SRP).  Wm  Girling  Res,  one  on 
May  2nd  and  3rd  and  three  on  May  8th  (RMC). 

M  Broadwater  Farm,  Tottenham,  one  on  May  14th  (PL,DLr).  Headstone 
Lane  Allotments,  one  May  -22nd  {per  HNHS).  Queen  Mary  GP,  one  on 
May  14th  (HRG).  Shepperton  GP,  one  on  May  31st  (AVM).  Vicarage 
Farm,  Enfield,  two  on  May  22nd  (RMC).  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park, 
one  on  Apr  22nd  and  two  on  May  9th  and  10th  (ARD). 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  May  8th  (BR).  Rye  Meads,  two  on  Apr  30th 
(RMRG). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  a  male  on  May  23rd  (RBH)  and  two  females  on  May 
26th  (JPPW).  South  Norwood  CP,  one  on  May  23rd  (JB<7). 

359  Ring  Ouzel  T urdus  tor quatus 

A  good  year,  maintaining  the  increase  in  records  for  the  past  four  years 
with  a  total  of  at  least  23  birds.  The  first  record  of  spring  was  a  female 
from  Apr  6th  to  8th  at  Beddington  SF,  followed  by  at  least  1 1  records 
involving  12  birds,  the  last  being  on  May  9th.  There  were  also  at  least 
eleven  birds  in  autumn,  between  Sept  10th  and  Oct  19th  with  the  majority 
being  between  Oct  6th  and  12th.  Of  those  sexed  only  four  were  females. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  two  on  Apr  12th  (AB /).  Dagenham  Chase,  a  female  on 
May  1st  (VH).  Essex  Filter  Beds,  a  male  on  Apr  10th  (DAM).  Fairlop. 
singles  on  May  8th  and  Sept  18th  (AB/). 

M  Alexandra  Park,  a  male  from  Oct  18th  to  19th  (GN).  Brent  Res,  an 
immature  male  on  Oct  12th  (RB d).  Hounslow  Heath,  a  male  from  Apr 
12th  to  Apr  15  th  (CL,DJMs,JDAF  et  a  I )  and  a  male  on  Apr  22nd  and 
24th  (KLP).  Mill  Hill  School,  a  male  on  Apr  12th  (per  WAH).  Tottenham 
Cemetery,  a  male  on  May  9th  (DLf). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  a  male  from  Apr  13th  to  17th  (AG  et  al),  a  male  and  a 
female  on  Oct  10th,  12th  and  14th  (BPA,PJC,RBH ,JWM  et  al ),  the 
female  to  15th,  and  a  male  on  Oct  22nd  (JWM).  Beddington  SF,  a  female 
from  Apr  6th  to  8th  (BBR).  Nr.  Boxhill,  a  male  on  Apr  27th  (GWJH). 
Croydon  Airport,  a  female  on  May  9th  (RLM).  Dulwich  Park,  one  on 
Sept  10th  (PBZ?).  Dulwich  Woods,  a  male  on  Sept  28th  (PB/?). 
Holmethorpe  SP,  one  on  Oct  9th  (SWG)  and  an  immature  from  Oct  17th 
to  19th  (GWJH).  Richmond  Park,  a  male  on  Apr  24th  (MMP).  Walton 
Heath,  two  males  on  Oct  6th  (IB). 

360  Blackbird  T urdus  merula 

The  Blackbird  is  a  common  and  succesful  resident  throughout  the  Area, 
but  under-recorded.  Some  counts  and  breeding  surveys  are  given. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  100+  on  Nov  22nd.  Dagnam  Park,  36  singing  males. 
Gemon  Bushes,  ten  pairs  bred. 

H  Amwell  GP,  40  on  Dec  8th.  Bricket  Wood,  six  territories  in  CBC  area. 
Chorleywood  Common,  eleven  singing  males  on  May  6th. 
Rickmansworth  Aquadrome,  four  territories. 

M  Osterley  Park,  ten  territories  in  census  plot  (same  as  1988).  South  Ruislip. 
20  with  50  Redwings  in  one  flock  on  Dec  12th.  Inner  London :  a  common 
breeding  species.  Aberdare  Gardens,  an  influx  of  17  passed  through  the 
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gardens  in  ten  minutes  on  Nov  16th.  Camden,  a  bird  sitting  on  eggs  on 
Jan  2nd.  Regent’s  Park,  at  least  12  pairs  bred.  St  James’s  Park,  33  on  Jan 
17  th. 

K  Darenth  River  Walk,  40  on  Feb  10th.  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  an  influx  at  the 
end  of  October  coincided  with  the  main  arrival  of  winter  thrushes.  Hither 
Green  Cemetery,  c50  on  Dec  10th.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  30  on  Nov  16th. 

S  Ashtead  Common,  22  territories.  Beddington  SF,  an  influx  of  30-40  birds 
in  the  last  week  of  October.  Bookham  Common,  12  territories. 
Holmethorpe  SP,  35  on  Oct  12th,  45  on  Oct  19th. 

364  Fieldfare  Turdus  pilaris 

The  numbers  of  this  species  which  reach  the  Area  are  largely  weather 
dependant.  The  hard  weather  in  February  resulted  in  a  large  influx  but 
numbers  were  otherwise  low  in  the  first  winter  period.  Some  birds 
remained  through  April  and  into  May  with  birds  being  recorded  in  this 
month  at  five  sites  up  to  May  8th. 

In  Essex,  at  Navestock  a  bird  was  recorded  with  Mistle  Thrushes  on  June 
4th  and  raised  the  prospect  of  breeding  nearby.  In  Kent,  in  the  Cray 
Valley,  events  proved  even  more  remarkable  with  an  adult  seen  and 
photographed  with  a  recently  fledged  juvenile  on  the  May  30th  -  an 
extraordinary  event  and  the  first  recorded  breeding  in  the  London  Area. 

The  first  records  in  autumn  were  of  one  at  Hornchurch  from  Sept  10th  to 
12th  and  two  at  Sutton-at-Hone  on  Sept  15th.  These  extremely  early 
dates,  at  two  sites  not  far  removed  from  the  sites  where  birds  were  in  the 
breeding  season,  could  perhaps  have  been  other  than  simply  early 
migrants.  Birds  were  widespread  from  October  with  a  large  movement 
from  the  19th.  Counts  in  excess  of  300  birds  and  a  summary  of  Inner 
London  records  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  350  on  Nov  24th.  Collier  Row,  Romford,  400  on  Dee  26th 
and  500  on  Dec  28th.  Dagenham  Chase,  350  on  Nov  22nd  and  Dec  11th. 
Hunsdon  Mead,  750  on  Dec  1st.  King  George  V  Res,  300+  on  Jan  1st. 

H  Amwell  GP,  710  on  Oct  20th.  Eastwick  Mead,  300+  on  Jan  31st.  London 
Colney,  350  on  Feb  23rd.  Ridge,  350  on  Feb  24th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  400 
on  Jan  20th. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  300+  on  Oct  25th.  Hatton  Cross,  cl, 000  from  Feb  11th 
to  15th.  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  seen  early  in  the  year  on  six  days 
from  Jan  7th  to  Mar  18th  with  a  maximum  count  of  18  on  Feb  13th;  seen 
on  three  dates  in  October  with  an  impressive  movement  of  500  on  Oct 
21st  and  six  dates  in  November  with  a  maximum  of  50  on  Nov  29th. 
Temple,  EC4,  two  flew  W  on  Dec  19th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  800+  on  Feb  7th. 

K  Chelsfield,  400-500  on  Dec  17th.  Dartford  Marsh,  400+  on  Nov  1 1th. 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  409  flew  N  on  Oct  20th.  Horton  CP,  500  on  Jan  4th. 
Inner  London :  Battersea  Park,  six  on  Oct  25th.  Surrey  Docks,  75-100  in 
February. 

365  Song  Thrush  Turdus  philomelus 

A  common  resident  thrush  which  is  also  a  passage  migrant  and  winter 
visitor  from  the  continent.  Although  there  is  little  evidence  as  to 
population  levels,  what  does  exist  points  to  a  decrease.  Records  of 
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breeding  numbers  in  census  plots,  gatherings  of  note  and  Inner  London 
breeding  season  records  are  given. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  30+  with  winter  thrushes  on  Nov  22nd.  Dagnam  Park, 
15  pairs  in  breeding  season  and  an  influx  of  25  on  Oct  13th.  Gemon 
Bushes,  at  least  eleven  pairs  bred.  Rainham  Marsh,  five  or  six  pairs  in  the 
breeding  season. 

H  Amwell  GP,  ten  on  Feb  3rd.  Brickets  Wood  CBC  area,  three  territories. 
Rickmansworth  Aquadrome,  five  singing  males  on  June  16th. 

M  Osterley  Park,  nine  pairs  on  census  plot  (same  as  in  1990).  Inner  London: 
Regent’s  Park,  at  least  nine  pairs  bred.  Also  present  in  many  other  parks 
and  gardens  during  the  breeding  season. 

K  Darenth  Valley  Walk,  ten  on  Feb  10th.  -Dartford  Marsh,  15  on  Dec  25th. 

S  Ashtead,  eight  pairs.  Bookham  Common,  five  pairs.  Chessington,  five 
pairs.  Inner  London :  singing  males  recorded  from  Archbishop’s  Park  and 
Lambeth  Palace,  but  also  present  in  many  other  suitable  parks  and 
gardens. 

366  Redwing  T urdus  iliacus 

In  January,  twelve  sites  recorded  over  100  birds  but  the  cold  weather  in 
February  brought  an  increase  in  numbers  with  fourteen  such  counts  in 
this  month.  Numbers  fell  quickly  in  March  although  100+  were  recorded 
at  Abbots  Langley  on  the  31st.  April  records  were  few  with  only  eight 
singles  after  the  1st,  the  last  being  at  Hampstead  Heath  on  the  27th. 

The  first  autumn  bird  was  at  Regent’s  Park  on  Sept  20th.  There  were  a 
few  records  up  to  Oct  19th  when  a  massive  movement  of  thrushes 
occurred  in  the  country.  More  pronounced  in  the  Midlands,  this  influx 
was  still  substantial  in  the  London  Area  and  continued  to  21st.  At  the 
beginning  of  November  numbers  were  generally  low  until  the  16th  when 
numbers  increased  through  to  the  end  of  the  month.  In  December  ten  sites 
had  counts  of  over  100  and  there  appears  to  have  been  another  increase 
towards  the  end  of  the  month.  Counts  in  excess  of  300  birds  and  a 
summary  of  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  400  on  Nov  22nd  and  350  on  Dec  1 1th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  630  on  Oct  20th. 

M  Brent  Res,  430+  flew  NW  on  Oct  20th.  Hampton  Court  Park,  c350  from 
Feb  15th  to  Mar  1st.  Harefield  Village,  350+  flew  over  on  Oct  20th. 
Hatton  Cross,  c400  from  Feb  11th  to  15th.  Inner  London:  Chelsea, 
SW10,  nocturnal  passage  from  Oct  10th.  London,  EC2,  one  picked  up 
handed  to  the  RSPCA  on  Feb  14th.  Regent’s  Park,  present  on  at  least  12 
days  from  Jan  1st  to  Apr  1st  with  a  peak  count  of  60  on  Feb  1 1th;  present 
again  in  autumn  from  Sept  20th  to  Dec  31st,  with  notable  movements  of 
150  on  Oct  19th  and  400  on  Oct  21st,  maxima  of  40  in  November  and  70 
in  December.  St  Pancras  Gardens,  NW1,  one  on  Feb  12th.  Varden  Street, 
El,  nocturnal  passage  on  Mar  5th.  Victoria  Park,  E9,  two  on  Feb  13th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  300+  on  Nov  25th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  300+  flew  W  on  Oct  19th.  Hersham,  c300  on  Dec  22nd. 
Holmethorpe  SP,  320  flew  NW  on  Oct  14th.  Horton  CP,  300  on  Feb 
18th.  Putney-Kingston,  208  bird/days  in  a  survey  of  18  gardens.  Inner 
London:  Surrey  Docks,  ten  plus  on  Feb  9th  and  12  on  Feb  24th. 
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367  Mistle  Thrush  T urdus  viscivorus 

Counts  of  post  breeding  gatherings,  local  census  counts  and  Inner 
London  breeding  records  are  given. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  12  on  Nov  15th.  Dagnam  Park,  25  on  Sept  3rd. 
Hainault  Forest,  14  pairs  bred. 

H  Amwell  GP,  35  on  Jul  28th.  Bricket  Wood  CBC,  two  territories;  13  on 
Sept  8th.  Chess  Valley,  13  on  Aug  3rd.  Chorleywood  Common,  nine  on 
May  27th.  Garston,  32  on  Aug  24th.  Radlett,  38  on  Sept  8th.  Rye 
Meads,  24  on  Aug  27th.  Smug  Oak  Lane  GP,  13  on  Sept  8th.  Stocker’s 
Lake,  20  flew  over  on  Sept  18th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  maximum  of  64  on 
Aug  19th. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  four  territories,  23  on  Aug  19th.  Grovelands  Park,  1 1  on 
Jun  24th.  Hampstead  Heath,  19  on  Sept  20th.  Harefield  Village,  15  on 
July  26th.  Mill  Hill  village,  16  on  July  4th.  Trent  Park,  46  on  July  21st. 
Inner  London :  reports  of  pairs  breeding  or  present  in  the  breeding  season 
came  from  the  following  sites:  Aberdare  Gardens,  NW6,  (1).  Boundary 
Road,  NW6  (1),  Delamere  Terrace,  W2,  (1),  Hyde  Park  (1),  Kensington 
Gardens  (1),  Regent’s  Park  (5+),  St  Georges  Gardens,  NW1,  (1),  St 
James’s  Park  (1),  Victoria  Tower  Gardens  (1). 

B  Denham  Court,  23  on  July  29th. 

K  Blackheath,  nine  on  Aug  8th.  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  39  on  July  13th. 
Wilmington,  14  on  Aug  18th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  40+  on  Aug  21st.  Chessington,  five  pairs  bred.  Island 
Bam  Res,  15  on  July  26th. 

1990  Correction 

The  record  for  Garston  should  be  40  on  Aug  10th. 

369  Cetti’s  Warbler  Cettia  cettia 

Up  to  three  singing  males  with  behaviour  suggestive  of  breeding,  a 
definite  pair  present  during  the  breeding  season  and  an  additional  singing 
male  in  June,  represents  an  excellent  year  for  this  species,  the  best  since 
1981  when  breeding  was  last  recorded.  There  were  also  two  birds  present 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  a  singing  male  in  March  only  and  one  record 
in  November.  All  records  are  given  below. 

E  Locality  A,  up  to  three  singing  males  in  May,  June  and  July.  Locality  B,  a 
pair  present  from  April  to  June;  both  birds  were  trapped  and  the  male 
proved  to  be  the  one  present  nearby  in  1990.  No  young  were  seen  at 
either  locality.  Sewardstone,  a  singing  male  on  June  1st  (SCr)  was 
reportedly  also  present  in  April  and  later  in  June. 

H  Broxboume  GP,  a  singing  male  on  Mar  10th  and  11th  (SCr)  was  later 
seen  at  a  site  in  Essex.  Cheshunt  GP,  one  on  Jan  8th  and  16th  and  one  on 
Nov  22nd  (SC/*,GJW).  Rye  House  Marsh,  one  from  1990  was  present 
until  Mar  29th  (mo). 

373  Grasshopper  Warbler  Locustella  naevia 

Twenty  two  singing  males  were  reported  from  the  end  of  April  to  July,  the 
third  good  year  in  succession  for  this  species  although  there  was  no  proof 
of  breeding.  The  first  bird  of  the  year  was  at  South  Norwood  CP  on  Apr 
22nd  and  the  last  at  Croydon  Airport  on  Sept  15th.  All  records  are  given. 
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E  Dagnam  Park,  a  singing  male  on  Apr  27th.  Fishers  Green,  a  singing  male 
on  May  20th.  Hainault  Forest,  a  singing  male  on  June  8th.  Ingreboume 
Valley,  at  least  one  singing  male  from  Apr  27th  to  May  15th.  Rainham 
Marsh,  a  singing  male  from  May  6th  to  mid-month.  Stapleford  Abbotts,  a 
singing  male  in  May. 

H  Bowyers  GP,  a  singing  male  on  May  1 1th.  Burnt  Mill,  a  singing  male  on 
May  2nd.  Cheshunt  GP,  a  singing  male  from  July  4th  to  7th.  Rye  Meads, 
a  singing  male  from  June  14th  to  22nd.  Tumford  GP.  a  singing  male  on 
May  12th. 

M  Brent  Res,  one,  possibly  two  singing  male(s)  on  Apr  28th  and  May  27th. 
Rammey  Marsh,  a  singing  male  on  Apr  29th. 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  one  on  Aug  4th.  Wray'sbury  GP.  singles  on  May  5th  and 
June  8th. 

S  Croydon  Airport,  one  on  Sept  15th.  Holmethorpe  SP,  one  singing  male 
from  May  13th  to  Aug  1st.  Royal  Russell  School,  one  on  Sept  10th. 
South  Norwood  CP,  one  on  Apr  22nd  and  23rd.  West  End  Common,  one 
singing  male  on  July  21st. 

378  Sedge  Warbler  Acrocephalus  schoenobaenus 

The  number  of  pairs  or  singing  males  reported  in  the  breeding  season  was 
118  in  Essex,  142  in  Herts,  nine  in  Middx,  20  in  Bucks,  14  in  Kent  and 
ten  in  Surrey,  a  total  of  313  compared  to  382  in  1990.  This  species  has 
been  recovering  from  a  decline  nationally  since  1968  but  has  perhaps 
reached  a  saturation  point  in  London  although  it  still  seems  to  be  under- 
recorded  in  Middx  and  south  of  the  Thames.  The  first  bird  of  the  year 
was  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  Apr  7th  and  the  last  was  at  Beddington  SF 
on  Oct  3rd.  Localities  with  ten  or  more  pairs  or  singing  males  (totals  in 
parentheses)  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds/Ingreboume  Valley,  (50+).  Rainham  Marsh  (40+).  West 
Thurrock  (12). 

H  Amwell  GP  (30).  Cheshunt  GP  (43).  Rye  Meads  (65). 

M  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  May  11th,  two  on  June  5th  and 
singles  on  June  10th,  25th,  28th  and  Sept  16th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP.  (20+). 

S  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  singles  on  Apr  29th  and  May  19th. 

382  Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  scirpaceus 

The  numbers  of  pairs  or  singing  males  recorded  in  the  breeding  season 
were  446  in  Essex,  102  in  Herts,  31  in  Middx,  16  in  Bucks,  102  in  Kent 
and  16  in  Surrey,  a  total  of  713  compared  to  679  in  1990.  This  species 
has  increased  every  year  since  1988  and  the  number  of  pairs  or  singing 
males  now  exceeds  the  previous  peak  total  of  706  in  1986.  The  first  bird 
of  the  year  was  at  Berwick  Ponds  on  Apr  19th  and  the  last  was  at  Harold 
Wood  on  Oct  13th.  Localities  with  ten  or  more  pairs  or  singing  males 
(totals  in  parentheses)  and  all  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Belhus  Woods  CP  (15).  Corbets  Tey  (15+).  Dagenham  Chase  (13). 
Berwick  Ponds/Ingrebourne  Valley  (115+).  Rainham  Creek  (35-40). 
Rainham  Marsh  (c200).  West  Thurrock  (35-40). 

H  Amwell  GP  (22).  Cheshunt  GP  (47).  Rye  Meads  (20). 
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M  Harefield  Place  GP  (clO).  Inner  London :  Camley  Street  Wildlife  Park, 
singles  on  May  17th,  July  29th  and  Aug  5th.  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  June 
10th. 

B  Tilehouse  GP  (10). 

K  Dartford  Marsh  (20+).  Littlebrook  GP  (20+).  Ruxley  GP  (10+). 
Thamesmead  (42). 

S  Inner  London :  Burgess  Park,  a  singing  male  from  June  2nd  to  29th. 
Surrey  Docks,  two  singing  males  present  during  the  breeding  season. 

387/8  Icterine/Melodious  Warbler  Hippolais  icterina/ poly  gotta 

S  Richmond  Park,  one  on  Oct  10th  (MGc). 

This  elusive  individual  constitutes  the  third  record  of  an  unspecifically 
identified  Hippolais  warbler  in  the  London  Area.  The  two  others  were  on 
Apr  25th  1948  and  Sept  18th  1984.  The  observer  felt  it  was  probably  an 
Icterine  Warbler  but  the  views  were  not  good  enough  to  make  a 
conclusive  identification. 

389  Dartford  Warbler  Sylvia  undata 

S  Richmond  Park,  a  female  from  Nov  7th  into  1992  (MBc  et  al). 

This  bird  was  enjoyed  by  many  visitors  during  its  extended  stay,  much  of 
which  was  spent  in  the  company  of  two  Stonechats  like  the  wintering  bird 
at  Thamesmead  in  1989/90.  The  twelfth  London  record  since  1939.  The 
pair  which  summered  in  the  Surrey  sector  in  1989  and  1990  were  not 
present  this  year. 

j 

397  Lesser  Whitethroat  Sylvia  curruca 

The  number  of  pairs  or  singing  males  in  the  breeding  season  was  18  in 
Essex,  14  in  Herts,  27  in  Middx,  four  in  Bucks,  13  in  Kent  and  17  in 
Surrey,  a  total  of  93  compared  to  74  in  1990  and  1 13  in  1985.  In  line  with 
national  trends  numbers  of  this  species  fluctuate  annually  but  seem  to  be 
generally  stable.  The  first  bird  of  the  year  was  at  Ham  Lands  on  Apr  1 8th 
with  a  more  general  arrival  in  the  last  week  of  April  and  the  last  at  Bam 
Elms  Res  on  Oct  14th.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  May  6th,  May  10th,  June  11th, 
July  10th  and  July  22nd. 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Apr  26th. 

398  Whitethroat  Sylvia  communis 

The  number  of  pairs  or  singing  males  reported  in  the  breeding  season  was 
132  in  Essex,  36  in  Herts,  41  in  Middx,  ten  in  Bucks,  46  in  Kent  and  55 
in  Surrey,  a  total  of  320  compared  to  280  in  1990.  This  species  remains 
stable  in  our  Area  albeit  at  a  lower  level  than  before  the  crash  of  1968-69. 
The  first  bird  of  the  year  was  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  Apr  7th  (an  early 
date,  given  the  generally  late  spring  migration  in  1991)  and  the  last  was  at 
Fairlop  on  Oct  2nd.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  May  31st,  Aug  12th  and  14th. 
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399  Garden  Warbler  Sylvia  borin 

The  number  of  pairs  or  singing  males  reported  in  the  breeding  season  was 
49  in  Essex,  75  in  Herts,  15  in  Middx,  seven  in  Bucks,  12  in  Kent  and  19 
in  Surrey,  a  total  of  177  compared  to  78  in  1990  and  190  in  1985.  This 
year’s  figures  suggest  the  species  is  increasing  in  our  Area  (in  line  with 
the  national  trend)  but  is  still  below  the  level  reached  in  the  mid-1980s. 
The  first  bird  of  the  year  was  at  Hampstead  Heath  on  Apr  12th  and  the 
last  at  South  Norwood  CP  on  Oct  18th.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  May  31st,  Aug  12th  and  Aug  14th. 

400  Blackcap  Sylvia  atricapilla 

The  number  of  pairs  or  singing  males  reported  in  the  breeding  season  was 
111  in  Essex,  58  in  Herts,  74  in  Middx,  six  in  Bucks,  61  in  Kent  and  46 
in  Surrey,  a  total  of  356  compared  to  352  in  1990. 

The  first  migrants  of  the  year  probably  arrived  on  Mar  23rd  at  Kew 
Gardens,  Mar  24th  at  Stocker’s  Lake,  Mar  28th  at  Stanmore  and  Mar 
29th  at  Hampstead  Heath.  The  last  migrants  to  leave  were  probably  those 
at  Ham  Lands  and  Hampstead  Heath  on  Oct  10th  and  Rye  Meads  on  Oct 
12th. 

The  relatively  mild  winter  of  1990/91  saw  a  big  rise  in  the  number  of 
Blackcaps  wintering  in  the  Area  with  Middx  and  Surrey  holding  most 
birds.  A  summary  of  winter  records  with  comparative  totals  for  1990  and 
all  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

Totals 


January  and  February 

E 

H 

M 

1L 

B 

K 

5 

1991 

1990 

Individuals 

7 

2 

14 

- 

— 

3 

13 

39 

14 

Localities 

5 

1 

10 

- 

- 

2 

13 

31 

12 

November  and  December 

Individuals 

1 

2 

4 

— 

1 

1 

11 

20 

10 

Localities 

1 

2 

3 

— 

1 

1 

7 

15 

9 

M  Inner  London :  Greville  Place,  NW6,  a  singing  male  on  Apr  13th.  Holland 
Park,  two  singing  males  on  Apr  21st.  Regent’s  Park,  three  pair's  bred  and 
two  on  Oct  1st. 

K  Inner  London:  New  Cross  railway  cutting,  a  singing  male  present  in  May 
and  June. 

S  Inner  London:  Bankside  PS,  a  female  on  May  24th.  Bricklayer's  Arms, 
SE1,  a  singing  male  on  May  25th.  St  Mary  Magdalene,  SE1,  a  singing 
male  on  May  26th.  Surrey  Docks,  one  pair  bred. 

404  Yellow-browed  Warbler  Phylloscopus  inomatus 

E  Buckhurst  Hill  GP,  one  from  Sept  19th  to  23rd  (AAB  et  al). 

S  Stoneleigh,  Epsom,  one  in  a  garden  from  Feb  17th  to  Mar  2nd  was 
photographed  {per  Surrey  Bird  Club). 

The  seventh  and  eighth  records  for  the  London  Area.  The  Essex 
individual  appeared  in  exactly  the  same  place  as  one  last  year,  albeit  a 
whole  month  earlier.  This  was  an  early  record  with  the  first  multiple 
autumn  arrival  in  Shetland  only  two  days  before  this  bird  found  its  way 
into  Metropolitan  Essex.  A  well  watched  and  much  appreciated  bird.  The 
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Surrey  bird  represents  the  first  winter  record  in  the  Area;  indeed  winter 
records  are  rare  anywhere  in  Britain. 

408  Wood  Warbler  Phylloscopus  sibilatrix 

Another  good  year  with  three  pairs  present  and  six  additional  singing 
males  from  mid-May  onwards.  The  first  bird  of  the  year  was  at  Stanmore 
Common  on  May  5th  and  the  last  at  Bruce  Castle  Park  on  Sept  21st/ All 
records  are  given. 

E  Coopersale,  a  singing  male  on  May  7th.  Dagnam  Park,  a  singing  male  on 
May  11th.  Hainault  Forest,  two  pairs  bred  but  only  one  male  was  present 
suggesting  a  polygamous  arrangement.  Ongar  Park  Wood,  one  pair  present 
during  breeding  season.  Warley  Place,  a  singing  male  on  May  13th. 

M  Bayhurst  Wood,  a  singing  male  on  May  11th.  Bruce  Castle  Park,  a 
singing  male  on  May  21st  and  singles  on  Aug  14th  and  Sept  21st. 
Feltham,  one  trapped  on  May  20th.  Hampstead  Heath,  a  singing  males  on 
May  10th  and  14th  and  an  early  returning  migrant  on  July  26th.  Queen 
Mary  GP,  one  on  Aug  3rd.  Stanmore  Common,  a  singing  male  on  May 
5th,  8th  and  10th.  Tottenham  Cemetery,  singles  on  Sept  7th  and  8th. 
Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Sept  15th  and  18th  (ARD). 

K  Chipstead  Wood,  one  on  Aug  20th.  Hoblingwell  Wood,  singing  males  on 
May  1 1th  and  22nd. 

S  Arbrook  Common,  a  singing  male  on  May  21st.  Bookham  Common,  a 
singing  male  on  May  19th.  Dulwich  Park  Woods,  a  singing  male  on  May 
9th,  1 1th,  12th  and  21st.  Ravensboume  Park,  a  singing  male  on  May  18th. 

409  Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus  collybita 

The  number  of  this  species  reported  breeding  in  our  Area  seems  to 
fluctuate  considerably,  probably  as  a  result  of  inconsistent  observer 
coverage  since  the  national  population  seems  to  be  increasing  steadily. 


112 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  56  FOR  1991 


This  year  was  no  exception  with  the  number  of  pairs  or  singing  males 
reported  in  the  breeding  season  was  154  compared  to  122  in  1990  and 
206  in  1989.  The  first  migrants  of  the  year  were  probably  those  at  Foots 
Cray  Meadows  on  Mar  10th  and  Am  well  GP  and  Rye  House  Marsh  on 
Mar  14th.  The  main  arrival  did  not  occur  until  after  Mar  23rd.  The  last 
migrants  to  leave  the  Area  were  probably  those  at  Amwell  GP  and 
Hampstead  Heath  on  Oct  20th. 

Single  birds  showing  characteristics  of  the  eastern  race  tristis  were  at 
Brent  Res  on  Dec  31st  (ACy),  Dagenham  Chase  on  Jan  3rd  (MKD)  and 
from  Nov  8th  into  December  (KB),  Netherhall  GP  on  Dec  15th  (JTR). 
Rammey  Marsh  on  Dec  27th  (SC/*),  South  Norwood  CP  on  Feb  18th 
(JB/)  and  Nov  llth'(JB<i)  and  Stanstead  Abbotts  GP  on  Jan  19th  (BR). 

A  summary  of  winter  records  and  all  Inner  London  records  is  given. 

Totals 


January  and  February 

E 

H 

M 

IL 

B 

K 

S 

1991 

1990 

Individuals 

12 

7 

12 

5 

8 

5 

5 

54 

44 

Localities 

5 

5 

10 

2 

4 

3 

4 

33 

25 

November  and  December 

Individuals 

13 

9 

12 

1 

— 

12 

14 

61 

65 

Localities 

8 

5 

7 

1 

— 

7 

11 

39 

43 

M  Inner  London :  Back  Lane,  El,  one  wintering  from  January  to  Feb  1st. 
Malet  St,  WC1,  a  singing  male  on  Apr  24th.  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Mar 
26th,  six  on  Apr  12th  and  then  singles  on  July  20th,  Sept  15th,  20th,  Oct 
7th  and  Nov  15th. 

K  Inner  London :  New  Cross  railway  cutting,  one  singing  male  in  breeding 
season. 

S  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  up  to  four  wintering  at  both  ends  of  the 
year;  one  on  Mar  24th  and  two  on  Apr  1 1th. 

1990  Additional  Record 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  two  on  Nov  19th.  West  Hyde,  one  on  Nov  20th. 

410  Willow  Warbler  Phylloscopus  trochilus 

The  numbers  of  pairs  or  singing  males  reported  in  the  breeding  season 
was  189  in  Essex,  52  in  Herts,  23  in  Middx,  eight  in  Bucks,  40  in  Kent 
and  80  in  Surrey,  a  total  of  392  compared  to  337  in  1990  and  456  in 
1989.  Another  species  whose  numbers  seem  to  fluctuate  in  our  Area, 
probably  due  to  inconsistent  coverage.  The  first  bird  of  the  year  was  at 
Hampton  Court  Park  on  Mar  13th  followed  by  one  at  Fairlop  on  Mar 
22nd  but  most  birds  were  later  than  usual.  The  last  bird  reported  was  one 
at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  Oct  19th. 

Records  of  twenty  or  more  singing  males  or  pairs  in  the  breeding  season 
(numbers  in  parentheses)  and  all  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

E  Hainault  Forest  (60).  Havering  (20-25).  Ongar  Park  Wood  (38). 

H  Cheshunt  GP  (31). 

M  Inner  London :  Greville  Place,  NW6,  a  singing  male  on  Apr  24th. 
Kensington  Gardens,  a  singing  male  on  Apr  18th.  Regent's  Park,  one  on 
Apr  2nd,  12  on  Apr  9th,  one  on  July  22nd,  ten  on  Aug  14th  and  one  on 
Sept  30th. 
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K  Inner  London :  New  Cross  railway  cutting,  a  singing  male  present  during 
breeding  season. 

S  Ashtead  Common  (30).  Epsom/Esher  (23).  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks, 
three  to  five  pairs  bred. 

411  Goldcrest  Regulus  regulus 

A  very  poor  year  with  a  large  decrease  in  breeding  records  and  virtually 
no  two  figure  flocks  in  autumn  and  the  second  winter  period.  This  trend 
was  apparent  nationally  and  the  cause  may  have  been  a  widespread 
population  crash  during  the  hard  weather  in  February.  Breeding  season 
records  (number  of  pairs  or  territories  in  parentheses),  parties  of  more 
than  ten,  comments  on  status  and  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

E  Cornmill  Meads  (1).  Epping  Forest  (4).  Hainault  Forest  (2);  30+  in 
January,  20  in  October  -  a  very  poor  autumn  passage  some  80%  down  on 
recent  years;  only  eight  to  ten  birds  wintered  -  a  decrease  of  70%  on 
recent  years.  Havering  (5).  Hornchurch  Town  Park  (1).  Ongar  Park  Wood 
(4),  (8  in  1990).  Romford  (1).  Weald  Park  (1). 

H  Berrygrove  Wood  (4).  Bricket  Wood  (2).  Cheshunt  GP,  35  in  November 
and  25  in  December.  Chorleywood  Common  (1).  Garston  (4). 
Haberdasher’s  School  (1).  Hilfield  Park  Res  (1).  Potters  Crouch  (1),  (four 
in  1990).  Rowley  Green  Common  (1).  South  West  Herts,  one  observer 
commented  that  ‘summer  records  down  50%  on  1990’  and  ‘virtually  no 
influx’  in  autumn.  Totteridge  Park  (1).  Wall  Hall,  Aldenham  (1). 

M  Alexandra  Park  (2).  Belsize  Grove,  NW3  (1).  Hampstead  Heath  (4),  (3  in 
1990).  Mill  Hill  area  (3).  Queen  Mary  GP  (1).  Osterley  Park  (1),  (6  in 
1990);  up  to  ten  birds  present  in  winter.  Queen  Mary  GP,  maximum -of  45 
on  Nov  3rd.  Tottenham  Cemetery  (1).  Totteridge  (1).  Trent  Park  (3). 
Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  only  three  records  all  of  singles  on  Mar 
13th  and  18th  and  Oct  3rd. 

K  Foots  Cray  Meadows  (1).  Joydens  Wood,  12  on  Jan  27th.  Orpington  (1). 

S  Holmethorpe  SP  (1).  Wimbledon  Common  (4). 

412  Firecrest  Regulus  ignicapillus 

All  records  are  given. 

E  Havering,  a  singing  male  on  May  19th  (MKD). 

M  Bruce  Castle  Park,  Tottenham,  one  on  Jan  16th  and  29th  was  the  same  as 
in  Tottenham  Cemetery  (PL,DLf).  Hampstead  Heath,  one  on  May  17th 
(HHOR).  Queen  Mary  GP,  a  female  trapped  and  ringed  on  Apr  13th 
(HRG).  Tottenham  Cemetery,  one  from  Jan  1st  to  29th  with  two  on  Jan 
16th  (PL,DL0  were  presumably  the  birds  from  December  1990. 

1990  Additional  Record 

S  South  Norwood  CP,  one  on  Mar  30th  (Tony  Benton  per  JBz). 

An  extremely  poor  year  with  only  five  birds  reported,  two  of  which  were 
long-stayers  from  1990,  and  no  autumn  migrants  at  all.  The  worst  year 
for  this  species  in  the  London  Area  since  1977. 

413  Spotted  Flycatcher  Muscicapa  striata 

The  table  below  summarises  the  number  of  pairs  reported  in  each  county 
compared  with  each  year  from  1987  to  1990.  Coverage  was  better  this 
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year  and  the  apparently  stable  population  masks  a  decline  reported  by 
many  observers.  Several  regularly  watched  sites  held  no  breeding  birds. 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

Inner 

London 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

1987 

44 

19 

22 

— 

— 

10 

11 

106 

1988 

61 

19 

18 

— 

— 

11 

15 

124 

1989 

47 

17 

34 

8 

— 

11 

15 

131 

1990 

23 

10 

20 

3 

— 

5 

7 

77 

1991 

37 

7 

20 

— 

— 

8 

6 

78 

The  largest  number  of  territories  reported  was  from  Hainault  Forest  with 
14  pairs.  The  first  migrant  of  the  year  was  at  Orpington  Station  on  May 
17th,  a  very  late  date,  and  the  last  at  Dagenham  Chase  on  Oct  8th. 
Numbers  on  autumn  passage  seemed  normal  with  double  figure  counts 
recorded  at  Alexandra  Park,  Bushy  Park,  Dagnam  Park.  Hampstead 
Heath  and  Ravenscourt  Park  in  late  August  and  early  September.  Inner 
London  records  are  detailed  below  where  for  possibly  the  first  time  ever 
no  breeding  pairs  were  reported. 

M  Inner  London :  Kensington  Gardens,  four  on  Aug  19th  and  four  on  Aug 
29th.  Regent’s  Park,  six  on  Sept  2nd  and  up  to  two  birds  on  six  dates 
between  June  17th  and  Oct  3rd. 

S  Inner  London :  Archbishops  Park,  Lambeth,  two  on  July  9th  and  singles 
on  July  22nd  and  26th;  a  pair  might  have  bred  here. 


416  Pied  Flycatcher  '  Ficedula  hypoleuca 

Twenty-two  records  involving  28  birds  is  an  improvement  on  1990  but  is 
still  a  rather  poor  showing.  Autumn  records  greatly  outnumbered  those  in 
spring  when  only  four  birds  were  seen.  A  good  year  on  Hampstead  Heath 
with  four  records  of  nine  birds. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  one  on  Sept  3rd  (CRJ). 

H  Essendon,  one  on  Apr  15th  (NBw). 

M  Alexandra  Park,  singles  on  Aug  22nd  and  on  Sept  23rd  and  24th  (GN). 
Hampstead  Heath,  four  on  Aug  27th.  one  on  Aug  31st,  three  on  Sept  15th 
and  one  on  Sept  19th  (PWD,MAH).  Tottenham  Cemetery,  one  on  Sept 
2nd  also  in  nearby  Bruce  Castle  Park,  two  on  Sept  5th  and  one  on  Sept 
7th  (DL?,PL).  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Apr  9th,  May 
22nd  and  Sept  2nd  (ARD). 

K  Joydens  Wood,  one  on  Aug  24th  (BEW).  Thamesmead,  one  on  Oct  1st 
(NRW). 

S  Dulwich  Park,  one  on  Sept  9th  (PB b).  Ewell,  one  on  Sept  5th  (IB).  Nork 
Park,  one  on  Sept  12th  (NW).  Redhill,  one  on  Aug  31st  (GWJH). 
Wimbledon  Common,  a  male  on  May  11th  (DC/*).  Inner  London : 
Battersea  Park,  one  on  Sept  9th  (MGc). 

1990  Correction. 

S  Ham  Lands,  one  on  Sept  25th  and  not  23rd  as  published. 

417  Bearded  Tit  Panurus  biarmicus 

Two  pairs  almost  certainly  bred  in  Essex  with  the  birds  present  and  very 
vocal  from  May  to  July.  This  would  be  the  first  breeding  record  for  the 
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London  Area  since  1973  at  Stanborough  Reedmarsh  (H).  Otherwise, 
birds  were  reported  from  five  sites,  the  same  as  in  1990. 

E  Locality  withheld,  two  pairs  very  probably  bred.  Berwick  Ponds,  four  on 
Oct  27th  (SRP),  three  on  Dec  8th  and  ten  to  12  on  Dec  29th  (MKD). 
Dagenham  Chase,  seven  on  Nov  17th  (VH,MS n). 

H  Cheshunt  GP,  a  female  on  Jan  2nd  and  4th  (AAB,SCr). 

M  Brent  Res,  one  heard  only  on  Oct  12th  (DR/). 

K  Crossness,  a  male  on  Mar  13th  and  a  female  at  nearby  Erith  Marshes  also 
on  Mar  13th  (FB). 

1988  Additional  Record 
M  Brent  Res,  two  on  Nov  2nd  (RJW). 

1990  Correction 

H  Amwell  GP,  the  long-staying  male  was  also  present  on  Jan  8th  (SCr). 

418  Long-tailed  Tit  Aegithalos  caudatus 

Several  observers  report  that  this  species  did  not  suffer  during  the  hard 
weather  in  February  and  it  seemingly  continues  to  flourish  in  the  London 
Area.  Large  counts  and  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  seven  pairs  bred.  Gernon  Bushes,  Coopersale,  11  pairs 
bred.  Havering,  60+  on  Dec  31st.  Ongar  Park  Wood,  six  pairs  bred. 

H  Maple  Lodge  NR,  47  on  July  13th.  Rye  Meads,  40  on  Sept  14th  and  Oct 
5th. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  40  on  Feb  9th.  Bishop’s  Park  Fulham,  five  or  six  pairs 
bred.  Inner  London :  Holland  Park,  one  on  June  14th.  Hyde  Park/ 
Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair;  maximum  count  of  seven  on  Dec  18th. 
Regent’s  Park,  at  least  two  pairs  bred;  maximum  of  20  on  Nov  14th.  St 
James’s  Park,  two  on  several  dates  in  January  and  February. 

K  Inner  London :  New  Cross  Gate,  three  on  May  10th  and  two  adults  with 
juveniles  on  June  21st  at  the  railway  cutting. 

S  Richmond  Park,  c45  on  Dec  3rd. 

419  Marsh  Tit  Parus  palustris 

The  minimum  number  of  breeding  pairs  reported  in  each  county  was  as 
follows: 

Essex  Herts  Middx  Bucks  Kent  Surrey  Total 

24  4  1  2  31 

A  decline  is  indicated  compared  to  the  50  pairs  reported  in  1990,  but  no 
data  were  received  for  Wintry  Wood  (E)  where  15  pairs  were  present  in 
1990.  The  highest  count  was  14  pairs  at  Hainault  Forest  (stable)  and  the 
highest  number  reported  outside  the  breeding  season  was  six  at  Langley 
Park  on  Mar  31st.  There  were  no  Inner  London  records. 

420  Willow  Tit  Parus  montanus 

The  minimum  number  of  breeding  pairs  reported  in  each  county  was  as 
follows: 


Essex 

4 


Herts 

9 


Middx 

1 


Bucks 


Kent  Surrey  Total 
2  16 
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This  species  certainly  seems  to  be  declining  in  our  Area  although  coverage 
is  by  no  means  complete  and  there  may  be  other  breeding  pairs.  Only  one 
pair  now  remains  in  Hainault  Forest  and  none  was  recorded  at  Dagnam 
Park  -  the  first  blank  year  since  1975  at  least.  The  largest  number  of 
breeding  territories  was  only  two  at  Cheshunt  GP  and  the  largest  group 
seen  outside  the  breeding  season  was  three  at  Stanmore  Common  on  Mar 
16th.  All  records  of  this  and  the  previous  species  would  be  appreciated  to 
ascertain  whether  the  situation  is  really  as  bleak  as  these  numbers  indicate. 

422  Coal  Tit  Parus  ater 

As  usual,  few  records  were  received.  Hainault  Forest  held  the  largest 
number  of  breeding  pairs  (15-16)  which  represents  a  slight  a  slight 
decrease.  Inner  London  records  are  detailed  below. 

M  Inner  London :  Holland  Park,  one  on  June  4th.  Hyde  Park/Kensington 
Gardens,  a  singing  male  on  Apr  18th.  Regent’s  Park,  at  least  four  pairs 
bred.  St  James’s  Park,  seen  occasionally  in  the  breeding  season. 

423  Blue  Tit  Parus  caeruleus 

A  widespread,  common  breeding  species  which  is  very  under-recorded. 
Some  selected,  and  all  Inner  London,  breeding  records  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  35  pairs  bred.  Gemon  Bushes,  Coopersdale,  40-45  pairs 
bred. 

H  Bricket  Wood,  14  territories  on  CBC  plot. 

M  Osterley  Park,  13  territories  on  CBC  plot  (ten  in  1989).  Inner  London: 
Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  several  pairs  bred.  Regent’s  Park,  at 
least  14  pairs  bred.  St  James’s  Park,  bred. 

K  Inner  London :  New  Cross  Gate,  one  pair  bred  at  the  railway  cutting. 

S  Ashtead  Common,  17  territories.  Bookham  Common,  16  territories  (a 
decrease  from  31  in  1990).  Chessington,  45  territories.  Inner  London: 
Burgess  Park,  present  all  year.  Lambeth,  present  all  year. 

424  Great  Tit  Parus  major 

As  with  the  previous  species,  undoubtedly  under-recorded.  Some 
selected,  and  all  Inner  London,  breeding  records  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  22  pairs  bred.  Gemon  Bushes,  Coopersale,  18+  pairs  bred. 
H  Brickett  Wood  CBC  plot,  10  territories. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred.  Regent's  Park,  at 
least  eight  pairs  bred.  St  James’s  Park,  bred. 

S  Ashtead  Common,  14  territories.  Bookham  Common,  11  territories. 
Chessington,  1 8  territories. 

425  Nuthatch  Sitta  europaea 

After  years  of  constant  increase  a  small  decline  was  indicated  in  1991. 
For  example  at  Hainault  Forest,  12-14  pairs  bred,  against  15  in  1991  with 
other  areas  also  experiencing  small  declines.  The  largest  number  of 
territories  was  at  least  17  at  Hampstead  Heath  with  double  figure  counts 
also  coming  from  Brickett  Wood  (10)  and  Trent  Park  (10).  Inner  London 
records  are  given  below. 
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M  Inner  London :  Holland  Park,  one  pair  probably  bred.  Kensington 
Gardens,  present  in  the  breeding  season  and  two  on  Dec  25th.  Regent’s 
Park,  one  on  June  26th. 

427  Treecreeper  Certhia  familiaris 

From  the  data  received  this  species  seems  to  be  stable  or  increasing.  The 
largest  number  of  breeding  territories  was  14-15  at  Hainault  Forest.  The 
only  Inner  London  record  received  is  given  below  -  there  must  be  others. 

M  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  territory. 

430  Golden  Oriole  Oriolus  oriolus 

S  Epsom,  a  female  in  observer’s  garden  for  ten  minutes  on  July  6th  (ESB). 

Yet  another  single  bird  year  but  this  time  a  female  in  July  instead  of  the 
usual  spring  male. 

432  Red-backed  Shrike  Lanius  collurio 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  an  immature  from  Sept  4th  to  7th  (VH  et  al).  Romford, 

one  from  Sept  23rd  to  26th  (KB  et  al)  was  probably  an  immature  male. 

Two  different  birds  in  close  proximity  to  each  other  with  the  Dagenham 
Chase  bird  being  particularly  well  watched.  Typical  dates  for  autumn 
migrants. 

434  Great  Grey  Shrike  Lanius  excubitor 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  one  briefly  on  Nov  13th  (PM,DS h). 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Oct  31st  (GJW). 

S  Mitcham  Common,  one  from  Oct  27th  into  1992  (mo).  South  Norwood 

CP,  one  from  Oct  27th  into  1992  (JBd,JB/  et  al)  -  see  photograph 
opposite  page  96. 

A  welcome  return  to  form  for  this  spectacular  species  after  none  since 
1988.  The  common  arrival  date  and  close  proximity  of  the  two  Surrey 
birds  is  an  extraordinary  co-incidence  and  surely  points  to  a  joint  arrival. 
The  South  Norwood  CP  bird  attracted  many  hundreds  of  visitors  during 
its  extended  stay. 

436  Jay  Garrulus  glandarius 

A  widespread  and  under-recorded  species.  The  influx  at  Hainault  Forest 
in  October  was  reported  on  a  smaller  scale  from  other  sites.  Notable 
counts  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Hainault  Forest,  50+  present  throughout  October  and  November. 

M  Inner  London :  Amwell  St,  Nl,  one  on  Dec  17th.  Holland  Park,  one  on 
June  14th.  Regent’s  Park,  at  least  two  pairs  bred.  Shouldham  Street,  Wl, 
one  on  June  16th. 

S  Inner  London :  Lambeth  Palace,  one  on  Sept  23rd  and  two  on  Oct  29th. 

437  Magpie  Pica  pica 

High  breeding  counts,  counts  of  fifty  or  more  and  Inner  London  breeding 
records  are  given  below. 
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E  Berwick  Ponds,  100+  at  roost  on  Jan  19th.  Collier  Row,  50+  on  Dec  26th. 
Dagnam  Park,  14  pairs  bred.  Hainault  Forest,  50+  in  December.  Rainham 
Marsh;  60+  in  December. 

H  Brightwell  Farm,  Watford,  143  on  Feb  19th.  Hampermill,  1 12  in  January. 

90  in  February  and  35  in  October.  Stanstead  Abbotts  GP,  50  on  Nov  23rd. 
M  Hampstead  Heath,  up  to  75  birds  at  roost  in  both  winter  periods. 
Kempton  Park  Res,  54  at  roost  on  Mar  11th.  Inner  London :  Buckin¬ 
gham  Palace  Gardens,  one  nest.  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  several 
pairs  present  all  year.  Regent’s  Park,  at  least  12  pairs  bred.  St  James’s 
Park,  bred.  Victoria  Tower  Gardens,  SW1,  one  pair  bred.  Whitechapel 
High  Street,  El,  one  pair  bred. 

K  Inner  London :  New  Cross  Gate,  one  pair  bred  at  the  railway  cutting. 

S  Ham  Lands,  62  at  roost  on  Jan  18th.  Inner  London :  Bankside  PS,  two 
present  all  year.  Clifton  Crescent,  SE15,  one  pair  bred. 

440  Jackdaw  Corvus  monedula 

All  breeding  records,  counts  of  100  or  more  and  Inner  London  records 
are  given  below. 

E  Corbets  Tey,  at  least  two  pairs  bred.  Dagnam  Park,  eight  pairs  (increase 
from  five  in  1990).  Fishers  Green,  1,000  on  Oct  26th.  Hainault,  12-14 
pairs  bred  (slight  increase).  Harold  Hill,  150  flew  south  on  July  4th. 
Havering,  three  or  four  pairs  bred.  Passingford  Bridge,  four  pairs  bred. 

H  Bell  Lane,  Broad  Colney,  150  on  Apr  7th.  Chiswell  Green,  140  on  Mar 
28th.  Juniper  Hill,  Langleybury,  300  on  Dec  9th.  Newgate  Street,  350  on 
Aug  1 1th.  Coombe  Wood,  Shenley,  150  on  Mar  30th. 

M  Hampton  Court  Park,  cl50  on  Aug  24th.  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park. 

two  on  Mar  1st,  two  on  Oct  1 1th  and  three  on  Oct  29th  (ARD). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  no  roost  counts  received. 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  c500  on  July  23rd. 

441  Rook  Corvus  frugilegus 

Last  year’s  comments  about  a  lack  of  breeding  information  certainly 
stirred  contributors  into  action  with  many  ‘new’  Rookeries  being 
reported,  especially  in  Essex.  The  newly  discovered  large  rookery  at 
Aveley  Landfill  is  thought  to  be  the  main  source  of  the  birds  which  feed 
on  Rainham  dump.  One  observer  in  south  Essex  commented  that 
numbers  appear  to  have  stabilised  after  severe  decline  from  1975  to  1985. 
The  highest  count  for  the  year  was  an  impressive  500  at  Rainham  Marsh 
from  Feb  9th  to  12th.  Breeding  counts  and  an  Inner  London  record  are 
given  below. 

E  Aveley  Landfill,  30-40  nests.  Fishers  Green,  five  nests.  Hill  Hall,  nr 
Adbridge,  30  nests.  Little  End,  24  nests.  Navestock  Area,  33  nests. 
Navestock  Hall,  41  nests.  North  Ockendon,  40  nests  (15-20  in  1990). 
Ongar,  26  nests.  Passingford  Bridge,  20  nests  (same  as  1990).  Stanford 
Rivers,  five  nests. 

M  Little  Beechill  Wood,  “a  small  Rookery  as  in  previous  years”.  Inner 
London :  Regent’s  Park,  four  on  Dec  16th  (ARD). 

B  Denham  Place,  c'32  nests. 

K  Lullingstone  Park,  25+  nests.  Sevenoaks,  20  nests. 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  18  nests.  Tatsfield,  20  nests.  Titsey,  12  nests. 
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442a  Carrion  Crow  Corvus  corone 

Widespread  and  abundant  breeding  resident.  More  roost  counts  would  be 
appreciated.  Counts  of  200  or  more  and  Inner  London  breeding  records 
are  given  below: 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  250  in  January,  550  in  February,  300  in  August, 
400  in  November  and  500  in  December. 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  up  to  500  at  the  pre-roost  gathering  at  Ken  Wood  in 
both  winter  periods;  observations  suggest  that  many  of  these  birds  flight 
from  Inner  London  to  roost  at  Ken  Wood.  Inner  London :  a  common  and 
widespread  breeding  species  which  is  certainly  under-recorded.  Hyde 
Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred.  Regent’s  Park,  at  least  22  pairs  bred.  St 
James’s  Park,  bred.  Tower  of  London,  one  pair  bred. 

S  Ewell,  c200  on  Apr  12th.  Holmethorpe  SP,  c250  all  year.  Inner  London : 
Battersea  Park,  bred. 


442b  Hooded  Crow  Corvus  corone  cornix 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  from  Feb  18th  to  Mar  9th  (AAB,MKD,SRP). 


444  Starling  Sturnus  vulgaris 

National  trends  show  this  species  to  be  declining  rapidly  but  there  is  no 
evidence  for  this  in  the  London  Area.  The  three  roosts  of  5,000  or  more  - 
reported  are  about  average  for  recent  years  and  each  roost  held  similar 
numbers  to  last  year.  More  roost  counts  and  visible  migration  counts 
would  be  appreciated.  Records  of  5,000  or  more,  two  albinos  and  a 
leucistic  bird  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  c5,000  on  Feb  2nd. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  c6,000  on  Oct  22nd.  South  Ruislip,  10,000+  on  Oct  14th. 
Alexandra  Park,  an  albino  on  Sept  18th.  Sunbury,  a  leucistic  bird  on  Nov 
17th. 

K  Chipstead,  the  albino  present  since  February  1988  was  last  seen  on  Apr 
27th. 


446  House  Sparrow  Passer  domesticus 

The  largest  gathering  reported  was  of  2,000  to  2,500  roosting  in 
cypresses  in  Romford  town  centre  from  January  to  February  and  from 
November  to  December.  These  birds  attracted  Sparrowhawks  and 
Kestrels  in  search  of  prey.  The  only  other  four  figure  count  came  from 
Dartford  Marsh  where  there  were  1 ,000+  on  Aug  3rd. 

In  Inner  London  this  species  breeds  widely  but  depends  very  much  on 
food  proVided  by  man.  Thus  there  are  areas  where  the  species 
concentrates  on  sources  of  food  such  as  parks,  squares,  markets  and 
residential  buildings  but  it  tends  to  avoid  business  premises.  A  bird  was 
seen  and  caught  in  an  underground  train  at  Vauxhall  Station  on  June  21st. 

The  only  report  of  a  bird  with  a  plumage  abnormality  was  one  with 
extensive  red  pigment  or  staining  at  Broxboume  GP  on  June  1st. 


Passer  montanus 
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448  Tree  Sparrow 

The  minimum  number  of  breeding  pairs  reported  was  7 1  compared  to  85 
in  1990.  Inconsistent  observer  coverage  unduobtedly  accounts  for  some 
of  this  decline  but  there  is  little  to  suggest  that  the  sad  decline  of  this 
species  in  the  Area  is  halting.  All  breeding  season  records  and  details  of 
flocks  of  30  or  more  are  given. 

E  Hainault  Forest,  two  to  three  pairs  bred.  Ongar,  at  least  one  pair  bred. 
Rainham  Marsh,  monthly  maxima:  30  in  January,  60+  in  February.  30  in 
March,  50  in  November  and  December.  South  Hornchurch,  eight  to  ten 
pairs  present.  Walthamstow  Res,  five  pairs  bred. 

H  Beech  Farm  GP,  up  to  three  in  May  and  four  in  July  and  35  on  Oct  13th. 
Potters  Crouch  Farm,  one  or  two  pairs  probably  bred.  Rye  Meads,  40  on 
Jan  10th  and  50  on  Feb  1st.  Smug  Oak  Lane,  one  or  two  pairs  present  in 
April  and  May. 

M  Bushy  Park,  two  birds  seen  in  April  and  May.  Middlesex  Filter  Beds, 
small  numbers  present  through  spring  and  summer.  Perry  Oaks  SF.  three 
or  four  pairs  bred;  30  on  Aug  23rd. 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  32  on  Nov  16th. 

K  Lullingstone  Park,  two  at  a  probable  nest  hole  on  May  11th.  Sevenoaks 
Reserve,  one  on  June  8th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  40+  pairs  bred  and  a  maximum  count  of  250+  on  Nov 
23rd;  nest  boxes  are  to  be  erected  at  this  site  to  compensate  for  the  lack  of 
natural  nesting  holes.  Holmethorpe  SP,  three  pairs  bred.  Horton  CP,  50+  on 
Jan  12th.  South  Norwood  CP,  six  pairs  bred;  50+  in  January  and  February. 

451  Chaffinch  Fringilla  coelebs 

Abundant  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  with  seven  flocks  of  100  or  more 
compared  to  five  in  1990,  the  largest  being  1,500  to  2,000  at  High  Beech. 
Epping  Forest  on  Feb  3rd.  The  largest  breeding  concentration  was  20-25 
pairs  at  Hainault  Forest.  Autumn  passage  occurred  between  Oct  7th  and 
26th  but  only  involved  small  numbers.  Also  numerous  at  the  end  of  the 
year  with  seven  three  figure  flocks  compared  to  five  last  year.  The  flock 
feeding  on  the  remains  of  a  maize  crop  at  Whiteheath  Farm,  Harefield 
numbered  508  on  Dec  8th,  over  150  more  than  at  the  same  site  in  1990. 
Notable  counts  and  breeding  records  for  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  a  singing  male  on  Apr  9th  and  18th. 
Regent’s  Park,  four  pairs  bred. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  45  on  passage  on  Oct  21st  and  60  on  Oct  26th. 

452  Brambling  Fringilla  montifringilla 

Reported  from  17  localities  between  January  and  March  with  most  sites 
holding  less  than  ten  birds.  The  last  birds  to  leave  in  spring  were  at 
Broxbourne  Meadows  and  Hoblingwell  Wood  on  Apr  16th.  The  first 
autumn  arrival  was  at  Fairlop  on  Oct  4th  followed  by  a  very  thin  autumn 
passage  mostly  in  early  November.  Birds  were  reported  from  23  localities 
at  the  end  of  the  year  but  once  again  only  in  small  numbers.  Counts  of  20 
or  more  birds  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Copped  Hall,  Epping  Forest,  20  between  Jan  4th  and  Feb  3rd.  High  Beech, 
Epping  Forest,  200  on  Feb  2nd,  150  on  Feb  3rd  declining  to  only  ten  on 
Feb  10th,  associating  with  the  huge  Chaffinch  flock  present  at  this  time. 
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M  Hampstead  Heath,  20+  with  a  mixed  finch  flock  on  Nov  8th.  Inner 
London :  Regent’s  Park,  seven  on  Nov  10th  (ARD). 

S  Inner  London :  Battersea  Park,  four  flew  W  on  Oct  21st  (MGc). 

1990  Additional  Record 

M  Orleans  Gardens,  Twickenham,  one  on  Apr  24th  becomes  the  latest 
spring  record  of  the  year. 

453  Serin  Serinus  serinus 

E/H  Roy  don  GP,  Rye  Meads  and  Stanstead  Abbotts  GP,  one  from  Jan  6th  to 
12th  (DL?,PL  et  al ). 

M  Brent  Res,  a  male  on  the  evening  of  Apr  26th  (WEO)  was  relocated  on 
27th  (RB d  et  al). 


One  winter  record  and  a  singing  male  in  spring  represent  the  ninth  and 
tenth  records  for  the  London  Area.  The  Lea  Valley  bird  was  very  elusive 
but  the  male  at  Brent  Res  gave  a  splendid  show  to  its  many  admirers 
despite  a  much  shorter  stay. 

455  Greenfinch  Carduelis  chloris 

A  poorly  recorded  species.  Details  of  flocks  of  100  or  more  and  Inner 
London  breeding  records  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  200-300  present  from  January  to  March.  Hainault  Forest, 
150+  on  Mar  23rd.  Rainham  Marsh,  200-300  present  in  October  and 
November. 

H  Blackhorse  Lane  area,  c200  on  Oct  22nd  (the  flock  as  at  South  Mimms, 
Middx).  Potter  Crouch,  cl 00  on  Nov  7th. 

M  South  Mimms,  c200  on  Oct  22nd.  Inner  London :  Kensington  Gardens, 
four  pairs  present  all  year. 

S  Beddington  SF,  120+  on  Nov  12th.  Inner  London:  present  in  the  breeding 
season  at  Bankside  PS,  Jubilee  Gardens  and  Lambeth. 


122 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  56  FOR  1991 


456  Goldfinch  Carduelis  carduelis 

There  were  no  three  figure  flocks  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  only 
four  after  the  breeding  season  compared  to  one  and  five  to  seven 
respectively  in  recent  years.  Goldfinches  are  declining  at  a  rapid  rate 
nationally  but  seem  to  be  hanging  on  in  the  London  Area  until  now. 
Large  flocks  and  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  100  on  Sept  15th  rose  to  700  on  Oct  5th  declining  to 
130  by  Nov  2nd. 

H  Rye  Meads,  up  to  150  in  September  and  October. 

M  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  three  pairs  bred. 

K  Crossness,  100+  on  Aug  29th. 

S  Raynes  Park  playing  field,  cl 00  on  Aug  19th.  Inner  London :  present  in 
the  breeding  season  at  Archbishop’s  Park,  Burgess  Park,  Lambeth 
Recreation  Ground  and  Surrey  Docks. 

457  Siskin  Carduelis  spinus 

Reported  from  47  localities  between  January  and  April  compared  with  46 
in  1990  and  65  in  1989.  The  largest  flocks  at  this  time  were  150  at 
Panshanger  Park  from  Feb  10th  to  Mar  2nd  and  at  Petts  Wood  on  Mar 
24th  plus  flocks  of  50  or  more  at  a  further  19  localities.  The  last  in  spring 
were  at  least  four  at  Hilfield  Park  Res  on  Apr  21st. 

Unlike  in  1990,  there  were  no  May  or  June  records  but  there  was  a  big 
influx  in  July.  This  exceptionally  early  movement  was  very  apparent  at 
many  coastal  migration  stations.  Juveniles  were  recorded  being  fed  at 
Hampstead  Heath  in  mid-July  but  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  these  birds 
were  locally  fledged  (and  thereby  representing  the  first  confirmed 
breeding  record  for  London)  or  part  of  the  early  autumn  movement. 

The  first  returning  birds  were  at  Stanmore  Common  on  July  1st  after 
which  it  was  reported  from  49  localities  compared  to  37  in  1990.  The 
largest  flock  at  the  end  of  year  was  180  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  Dec 
31st,  when  there  were  flocks  of  50  or  more  at  12  other  localities.  Flocks 
of  75  or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Fishers  Green,  100  on  Dec  28th.  Waltham  Abbey,  140  on  Feb  14th. 

H  Broxboume  Woods,  100  on  Mar  15th.  Cheshunt  GP,  120  on  Dec  5th  and 
clOO  on  Dec  15th.  Panshanger  Park,  80  on  Jan  13th.  150  on  Feb  10th. 
17th  and  Mar  2nd,  120  on  Nov  17th,  150  on  Dec  1st  and  120  on  Dec  8th. 
Stocker’s  Lake,  80  on  Jan  19th  and  100  from  Mar  1st  to  3rd. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  90  on  Dec  15th.  Hampstead  Heath,  85  on  Feb  16th. 
Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  up  to  three  from  Jan  15th  to  Mar  28th  and 
up  to  31  on  five  dates  between  Oct  1 1th  and  Nov  8th. 

B  Denham  Court,  c85  on  Dec  15th. 

K  Petts  Wood,  cl50  on  Mar  24th.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  125  on  Feb  9th  and 
180  on  Dec  31st. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  eight  flew  W  on  Oct  21st.  Surrey  Docks, 
two  on  Apr  14th. 

458  Linnet  Carduelis  cannabina 

The  largest  flock  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  200  at  Rainham  Marsh 
during  February.  There  were  four  other  three  figure  flocks  at  this  time. 
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After  the  breeding  season  flocks  of  100  or  more  were  reported  from  eight 
localities,  the  largest  being  an  impressive  1,500  at  Rainham  Marsh  on 
Nov  2nd.  Flocks  of  100  or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  100  in  January,  200  in  February,  300  in  August  and 
September,  1,000  on  Oct  5th,  1,500  on  Nov  2nd,  200  on  Nov  23rd  and 
100+  in  December. 

H  Beech  Farm  GP,  cl 00  from  Aug  18th  to  Oct  20th.  Coopers  Green  GP, 
cl 00  on  Aug  18th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  up  to  120  from  Aug  13th  to  Oct 
23rd. 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  100  on  Feb  2nd.  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park, 
occasional  throughout  the  year  with  a  maximum  of  three  in  May. 

K  Crossness,  100+  on  Oct  4th.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  100  on  Sept  8th  and  200 
on  Sept  24th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  100  in  April,  October  and  November.  Chessington,  100+ 
on  Jan  20th.  Epsom,  100+  on  Nov  3rd.  Rushett  Farm,  Epsom  Common,  up 
to  200  in  March  and  250  in  early  April.  South  Norwood  CP,  clOO  in 
January  and  February  100+  on  Dec  14th.  Inner  London :  Bankside  PS,  one 
on  July  22nd  and  three  on  Aug  6th.  Burgess  Park,  up  to  five  between  April 
and  June.  Surrey  Docks,  at  least  six  pairs  bred  and  50+  on  Aug  4th. 

459  Twite  Carduelis  flavirostris 

Numbers  at  Rainham  Marsh  were  higher  than  normal  at  both  ends  of  the 
year,  an  encouraging  increase  after  a  poor  showing  in  winter  1989-90. 
Furthermore,  two  or  three  birds  probably  wintered  nearby  at  Berwick 
Ponds.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  two  or  three  on  Dec  29th  into  1992  (MKD).  Rainham 
Marsh,  20  in  January,  25  in  February,  two  or  three  on  Nov  2nd  and  20  in 
December  (MKD,MAH,SRP  et  al). 

460  Redpoll  Carduelis  flammea 

The  largest  flock  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  150  at  Hainault  Forest 
on  Jan  3rd  with  nine  other  flocks  numbering  fifty  or  more.  A  minimum  of 
33  pairs  were  reported  in  the  breeding  season  compared  to  27  in  1990  and 
39  in  1989.  Although  winter  numbers  seem  to  be  stable  in  our  Area,  this 
species  has  declined  as  a  breeder.  A  minimum  of  58  singing  males  or 
pairs  was  reported  in  1982,  rising  to  103  in  1985  despite  a  national 
decline  which  had  begun  in  1980  but  was  less  pronounced  in  the  south. 
This  total  fell  to  62  in  1987  and  now  only  33  seem  to  be  present. 

At  the  end  of  year  it  was  less  numerous  when  lower  numbers  than  usual 
were  reported  from  Essex  in  particular.  There  were  only  five  flocks  of 
fifty  or  more  and  the  largest  was  80  at  Chislehurst  on  Dec  1st.  Breeding 
records  (numbers  of  pairs  or  singing  males  in  parentheses),  counts  of  75 
or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Gemon  Bushes  (1-2).  Hainault  Forest  (7-8);  150  on  Jan  3rd.  Havering  (1- 
2).  Hornchurch  (1).  Ongar  Park  Wood  (5).  Thomdon  Park,  80+  on  Mar 
10th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  singles  on  May  16th,  24th  and  July  9th.  Bishops  Wood  CP, 
four  on  July  2nd.  Broxboume  Woods,  three  on  May  12th.  Bloom  Wood, 
at  least  eight  including  one  with  nesting  material  on  Apr  22nd.  Bricket 
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Wood  Common  (1).  Potters  Crouch,  one  on  May  7th.  St  Albans,  one  pair 
in  July. 

M  Alexandra  Park  (3).  Hampstead  Heath  (1),  80  on  Dec  22nd  and  30th. 
Trent  Park  (1).  Inner  London :  Camley  Street  Wildlife  Park,  three  on  June 
10th  and  one  on  June  16th.  Fairfax  Road,  NW6  (1).  Regent’s  Park,  one  to 
two  present  from  January  to  April  and  September  to  December. 

K  Chislehurst,  80  on  Dec  1st.  Joyden’s  Wood,  110  on  Mar  23rd. 
Lullingstone  Park  (2).  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  75  on  Dec  1st  and  100  on  Dec 
20th. 

S  Holmethorpe  SP  (1).  Wimbledon  Common  (2).  Inner  London :  Battersea 
Park,  a  singing  male  on  June  4th,  three  on  Sept  3rd  and  six  flying  W  on 
Oct  1st.  Surrey  Docks  (2).- 

Birds  showing  characteristics  of  the  northern  subspecies,  C.f.  flammea, 
popularly  known  as  Mealy  Redpoll,  were  recorded  at  Hampstead  Heath 
from  Feb  9th  to  16th  (MAH  et  at)  and  Chislehurst  on  Dec  3rd  (KHP). 

1989  Correction 

One  at  Am  well  GP  showing  characteristics  of  Mealy  Redpoll  was  on  Jan 
31st  and  not  as  stated  ( LBR :  54:109). 

463  Crossbill  Loxia  cunirostra 

After  last  year’s  invasion  breeding  was  strongly  suspected  at  four  sites, 
two  in  Essex,  one  in  Herts  and  one  in  Bucks.  Another  national  invasion 
began  in  July  but  ‘only’  a  maximum  of  99  reached  our  Area.  Virtually 
absent  later  in  the  year  with  only  five  birds  recorded  after  the  end  of 
August  -  a  return  to  normality.  Recorded  in  all  months.  All  records  are 
given  including  one  for  Inner  London. 

E  Epping  Forest,  31  on  June  5th,  singles  on  June  6th  and  July  9th.  three  on 
Aug  4th  and  six  on  Aug  10th  (AAB.AJAD).  Hainault  Forest,  two  on  July 
25th  and  one  on  Aug  14th  (MKD).  Hornchurch,  two  on  July  4th  and  14 
on  July  30th  (CRJ).  Ongar  Park  Wood  one  on  May  11th,  three  on  June 
2nd,  17  on  June  8th.  two  on  June  29th,  two  on  July  6th  and  two  on  July 
28th  (AJAD);  there  is  much  suitable  breeding  habitat  at  this  locality  and 
birds  may  well  have  bred.  Thorndon  Park,  14  on  Mar  20th  (MM). 
Warley,  a  family  party  on  June  9th  probably  bred  locally  (PK.KGF). 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Jan  6th  and  20  flew  N  on  July  23rd  (MI.BR).  Bricket 
Wood  Common,  four  on  May  2nd  (CME).  Broxboume  Woods,  two  on 
Jan  1st  (SCr.BR),  12  on  Jan  16th  (MI)  and  two  on  Mar  19th  and  Mar 
22nd  (PR.ADW).  Broxboume  Meadows,  11  on  Apr  16th  (IK).  Bushey 
Hall  GC,  small  flock  in  flight  at  Scotts  Wood  on  June  6th  (CME). 
Cheshunt,  three  or  four  flew  S  on  Apr  3rd  (ADW).  Cheshunt  GP.  three  on 
June  2nd  (MLO-  Hatfield  Park,  four  in  February  (CB /;)  and  18  on  Mar 
12th  (BTs).  Hoddesdon,  four  on  Jan  12th  (DGB).  Panshanger  Park,  one 
on  May  12th  (GJW.ADW).  Potters  Crouch  Plantation,  cl 5  on  Mar  1st 
including  one  with  nesting  material,  singles  on  Mar  28th  and  Apr  9th. 
seven  including  a  singing  male  on  Apr  22nd  and  six  on  May  22nd 
(CME).  Prae  Mill,  two  on  June  22nd  (CME).  Tyttenhanger  GP.  two  on 
Oct  27th  (TE.CME.SPc). 

M  South  Harefield,  six  flew  W  on  July  21st  (PN).  Tottenham  Cemetery, 
four  flew  W  on  Apr  1 1th  and  two  flew  SW  on  Aug  14th  (DLr).  Inner 
London:  Regent's  Park,  a  male  on  Oct  7th  (ARD). 
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B  Black  Park,  14  on  Mar  23rd  (JAT),  15  on  May  6th  (DJMs),  10+  on  May 
12th  (AVM,PN),  22  on  May  13th  (CL)  and  two  on  Nov  13th  (DJMs);  no 
proof  was  obtained  but  birds  were  thought  to  have  probably  bred  at  this 
site. 

K  Chipstead  Lake,  three  on  Aug  15th  (TRS).  High  Elms,  four  on  Jan  4th 
(RD)  and  between  15-30  in  February  (DFAM).  Hoblingwell  Wood,  one 
flew  SW  on  Aug  12th  (KHP).  Joyden’s  Wood,  one  on  Aug  1st  (BEW). 

S  Banstead,  ten  flew  SW  on  Aug  10th  (SWG).  Croham  Hurst  Wood,  three 
on  May  6th  and  one  on  July  23rd  (PHr).  Epsom  Common,  six  flew  W  on 
May  12th  (GWJH,JASP).  Polesden  Lacey,  two  on  Mar  31st  (JKCB). 
Prince’s  Covert,  Oxshott,  three  on  July  27th  (PAS). 

469  Bullfinch  Pyrrhula  pyrrhula 

A  decline  in  breeding  numbers  was  reported  from  Essex  but  the  highest 
count  was  there  with  25+  at  Hainault  Forest  on  Oct  26th.  The  only  other 
large  count  was  a  flock  of  21  at  Hampstead  Heath  on  Feb  16th.  A  very 
poorly  recorded  species.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London :  Aberdare  Gardens,  NW6,  a  pair  on  Mar  29th.  Holland 
Park,  a  pair  plus  one  male  on  Apr  21st.  Regent’s  Park,  two  pairs  bred. 

470  Hawfinch  Coccothraustes  coccothraustes 

A  minimum  of  21  pairs  was  reported  during  the  breeding  season 
compared  to  28  in  1990  and  13  in  1989.  The  biggest  gathering  in  winter 
was  at  the  usual  site,  Dagnam  Park,  where  there  were  20+  on  Mar  10th  a' 
low  count  compared  to  peaks  of  35  in  1990  and  40  in  1989.  All  records 
are  given  (numbers  of  breeding  pairs  in  brackets). 

E  Connaught  Water,  Epping  Forest,  two  or  three  on  May  4th  and  one  on 
May  12th.  Dagnam  Park  (4);  13  on  Jan  28th,  20  on  Feb  24th,  20+  on  Mar 
10th,  three  in  July,  one  in  August,  three  in  September,  four  on  Oct  20fn, 
four  on  Nov  10th  and  nine  on  Dec  26th.  Gemon  Bushes  (4).  Hainault 
Forest  (7).  Hornchurch,  one  on  Apr  22nd.  Loughton,  one  on  Mar  10th. 
Ongar  Park  Wood  (5-6).  Theydon  Bois,  one  on  Jan  6th.  Thomdon  Park, 
one  on  Mar  7th.  Weald  Park  (1);  one  on  Jan  23rd. 

H  Am  well  GP,  singles  on  Feb  9th,  12th  and  15  th  with  three  on  Feb  10th, 
then  singles  on  Mar  17th,  Apr  11th  and  22nd,  May  2nd,  June  10th  and 
30th,  two  on  July  28th  and  four  on  Dec  28th  -  a  poor  year  according  to 
one  observer.  Broxboume  Woods,  two  on  Mar  15th,  five  on  19th,  six  on 
22nd,  ten  on  24th,  six  on  26th  and  two  on  29th  followed  by  one  on  Apr 
19th  and  three  on  Dec  8th.  Cheshunt  GP,  one  flew  W  on  Mar  31st. 
Hatfield,  one  on  May  4th.  Hertford  Heath,  one  on  Feb  3rd.  Mill  Green 
SF,  one  on  Mar  9th.  Northaw  Great  Wood,  two  on  May  18th.  Wormley 
Wood,  three  displaying  on  Apr  14th. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  one  on  Feb  22nd.  Bentley  Priory,  one  on  Feb  3rd.  Brent 
Res,  one  on  Nov  2nd.  Queen’s  Wood,  Highgate,  one  on  Mar  3rd.  Rammey 
Marsh,  on  flew  E  on  May  25th.  Ruislip  Common,  one  on  Oct  12th. 

K  Farningham  Woods,  one  on  Jan  13th.  High  Elms,  one  on  Jan  4th. 
Lullingstone  Park,  one  on  Mar  29th. 

S  Highfield,  one  on  Mar  23rd.  Holmethorpe  SP,  one  flew  E  on  Feb  9th. 
Hurst  Green,  an  adult  and  a  juvenile  on  Aug  15th. 
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493  Lapland  Bunting  Calcarius  lapponicus 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Feb  2nd  (MKD),  two  on  Feb  14th  (KB),  one  on 
Nov  2nd  (MKD)  and  one  from  Dec  7th  into  1992  wintering  with  Skylarks 
on  the  tip  (MKD, MAH  et  al). 

K  Crossness,  one  flew  N  on  Nov  22nd  (NRW).  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  Oct 
11th  (BEW). 

There  have  been  at  least  three  records  of  this  species  every  year  since 
1986  and  the  four  records  of  six  birds  this  year  included  one  at  Rainham 
Marsh  which  was  the  first  to  settle  at  one  site  for  more  than  two  days 
since  the  upsurge  in  records  began. 

494  Snow  Bunting  Plectrophenax  nivalis 

Only  two  records  is  rather  a  poor  showing  with  both  birds  occurring  at 
familiar  sites  for  the  species. 

E  Walthamstow  Res,  a  female  on  the  banks  of  Lockwood  Res  on  Dec  1st 
(PL). 

M  Staines  Res,  a  female  on  Nov  4th  (CL). 

496  Yellowhammer  Emberiza  citrinella 

An  encouraging  57  pairs  or  singing  males  were  reported  during  the 
breeding  season  compared  to  37  in  1990,  probably  a  result  of  increased 
coverage  since  the  national  population  seems  to  be  stable  at  best.  There 
were  no  flocks  of  100  or  more  birds,  the  largest  group  being  60+  at 
Berwick  Ponds  on  Jan  2nd.  There  were  seven  three-figure  flocks  as 
recently  as  1981  but  since  1987  there  has  only  been  one  at  the  most. 
Flocks  of  50  or  more  and  breeding  season  records  (numbers  of  pairs  or 
singing  males  in  parentheses)  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  60+  on  Jan  2nd.  Commill  Meads  (1).  Dagnam  Park  (7). 
Fishers  Green  (2).  Hainault  Forest  (5-8).  Ongar  Park  Wood  (3).  Rainham 
Marsh,  50  on  Jan  1st,  26th  and  Feb  12th.  Sewardstone  (2). 

H  Amwell  GP,  singles  in  June  and  on  July  5th.  Barnet,  two  to  three  singing 
males  near  Brent  Lodge  Farm  on  May  31st  and  July  16th.  Ellem  Mede 
Farm,  two  males  on  July  4th. 

M  Ruislip  Common  (1).  Trent  Park  (5).  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield  (9). 

B  Denham  Court  (1). 

K  Darenth  Valley  Walk  (3).  Downe  (1).  Joyden’s  Wood  (1).  Lullingstone 
Park  (3).  Scrubbs  Farm,  Bromley  (1). 

506  Reed  Bunting  Emberiza  schoeniclus 

Declining  breeding  populations  were  reported  from  Essex  at  Dagnam 
Park,  Hainault  Forest  and  Rainham  Marsh,  the  decline  being  as  large  as 
30%  at  the  latter  site,  and  in  Surrey  from  Wimbledon  Common  where 
only  two  pairs  were  present  compared  to  15  in  1984.  Records  of  50  or 
more,  breeding  concentrations  of  ten  or  more  pairs  or  singing  males 
(numbers  in  parentheses)  are  given.  There  were  no  Inner  London  records. 

E  Rainham  Marsh  (30);  150  on  Jan  1st,  100  on  Feb  2nd,  200  on  Feb  9th 
with  much  lower  numbers  after  the  freeze-up,  then  60  on  Oct  26th,  75  on 
Nov  2nd  and  60  on  Dec  15th. 
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H  Amwell  GP  (18).  Cheshunt  GP  (18).  Rye  Meads  (23). 

B  Wraysbury  GP  (15+). 

K  Thamesmead  (12). 

S  South  Norwood  CP  (10). 

510  Corn  Bunting  Miliara  calandra 

This  species  continues  to  hold  its  own  in  the  London  Area  even  though  so 
many  other  ‘farmland’  species  are  declining.  The  national  population  has 
crashed  since  1981.  Four  flocks  of  50  or  more  were  reported  compared  to 
five  in  1990,  the  largest  count  being  150+  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Feb 
12th.  Records  of  50  or  more  and  breeding  concentrations  of  ten  or  more 
singing  males  or  pairs  (numbers  in  parentheses)  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds/Corbets  Tey/South  Hornchurch  (20).  Fairlop  (12-15). 

Rainham  Marsh,  150+  on  Feb  12th  and  50+  on  Feb  23rd. 

M  Spring  well  Reedbed,  75  on  Feb  10th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  50  on  Dec  1 1th  and  60  on  Dec  15th. 

S  South  Norwood  CP,  50  on  Mar  7th. 


Appendix  I:  Escapes 

The  following  records  relate  to  birds  known  or  presumed  to  be  of  captive 
origin.  Full  details  are  given  for  species  that  also  occur  in  a  wild  or 
established  feral  state  in  the  Area,  all  Category  D  species  and  any  others 
of  special  interest,  eg  those  which  may  achieve  Category  C  status  by 
establishing  viable  feral  populations.  Other  species  are  listed  at  the  end; 
full  details  of  these  are  retained  on  the  Society’s  record  cards.  In  addition 
to  those  listed,  there  are  full-winged  individuals  of  several  species  of 
wildfowl  in  St  James’s  Park. 

Pelican  sp  P  elec  anus  sp 

M  Brent  Res,  one  on  June  19th. 

Black  Swan  Cygnus  atratus 

E  Walthamstow  Res,  one  on  Feb  3rd. 

H  Bowyers  GP,  one  on  Jan  7th  and  Apr  12th,  two  on  July  7th  and  one  from 
Aug  20th  to  Dec  5  th. 

M  Brent  Res,  singles  on  Jan  26th,  Feb  10th  and  in  March  and  April. 
Twickenham,  one  on  Jan  1st.  Wood  Green  Res,  one  from  Dec  26th  to 
31st. 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  one  on  Jan  20th.  Wraysbury  GP,  one  on  Sept  25th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  in  August  and  September.  Ham  Lands,  one  on  Jan 
16th  and  27th.  Holmethorpe  SP,  one  on  Jan  20th.  Richmond  Park;  one  on 
Oct  26th.  River  Thames  at  Richmond,  one  in  May  and  on  Nov  10th. 


49  Bean  Goose 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Mar  10th. 


Anser  fabalis 
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50  Pink-footed  Goose  Anser  brachyrhynchus 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Feb  19th.  Smug  Oak  Lane  GP,  one  on  Oct  4th. 
Stocker’s  Farm,  the  bird  from  Stocker’s  Lake  was  seen  here  on  May  1 1th. 
June  8th  and  Nov  1st.  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  all  year.  Tyttenhanger  GP.  one 
on  Sept  29th. 

M  Denham  Studios  GP,  one  on  Dec  14th.  Hampstead  Heath,  one  from  Jan 
1st  to  13th  and  two  on  Feb  18th  and  24th.  West  Ruislip,  one  on  Mar  28th. 
K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  onj^eb  17th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  from  July  16th  to  Aug  18th. 

51  White-fronted  Goose  Anser  albifrons 

H  Panshanger  Park,  one  on  Oct  20th. 

Bar-headed  Goose  Anser  indicus 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  June  6th.  Lynsters  GP,  one  on  Dec  18th.  Maple 
Lodge  NR.  one  on  Aug  4th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  Sept  1st.  Troy  Mill, 
one  on  Nov  17th. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  singles  on  Oct  24th  and  Dec  1st.  Park  Lodge  Farm, 
Harefield,  one  on  Dec  8th.  Stoke  Newington  Res,  two  on  Mar  17th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  from  Sept  16th  to  23rd.  Holmethorpe  SP.  one  from 
Apr  23rd  to  27th.  South  Norwood  CP,  singles  in  January  and  February, 
from  Dec  23rd  to  28th  and  in  August. 

54  Snow  Goose  Anser  caerulescens 

S  Holmethorpe  SP,  one  from  Jan  26th  to  Feb  18th. 

56  Barnacle  Goose  Branta  leucopsis 

E  Barking,  one  on  Feb  24th.  Epping  Forest,  one  on  Jan  4th.  Fishers  Green, 
one  pair  bred;  monthly  maxima  were  seven  in  March,  six  in  April  and 
four  in  May.  Walthamstow  Res,  up  to  two  in  February,  one  in  March,  two 
in  April,  May,  June  and  July  and  one  in  December. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  two  on  June  16th,  one  on  June  29th  and  one  on  Aug 
30th.  Harrow  Weald  Lake,  one  on  June  1 1th.  Tottenham  Cemetery,  one 
on  Aug  23rd  and  28th.  Wood  Green  Res,  one  on  Sept  3rd. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  from  Mar  29th  to  Apr  28th  with  a  different  bird  to  May 
9th,  five  on  Apr  13th,  one  from  June  3rd  to  6th.  one  on  Sept  6th  and  one 
from  Dec  21st  to  25th.  Broxboume  GP.  one  on  June  22nd  and  July  28th. 
Rye  Meads,  singles  on  many  dates  in  January.  February,  March,  April. 
June,  August,  November  and  December  and  four  flew  north  on  Apr  13th. 
Stanborough  Lakes,  one  on  Mar  1st.  Stanstead  Abbotts  GP.  one  all  year 
with  two  in  May,  June  and  on  Aug  26th.  Stocker's  Lake,  one  on  Sept  7th. 
Verulamium  Lake,  singles  on  Jan  5th.  Feb  23rd  and  Mar  27th. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent's  Canal,  Nl,  one  on  Feb  12th  was  taken  into  care. 

B  Denham  Court,  one  from  June  26th  to  July  29th. 

K  Gallion’s  Reach,  one  on  Feb  17th.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Apr  6th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  on  Feb  18th. 

57  Brent  Goose  Branta  bernicla 

H  Cheshunt  GP,  a  very  tame  “Black  Brant'  on  June  10th. 
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60  Ruddy  Shelduck  Tadorna  ferruginea 

H  Amwell  GP,  singles  on  Mar  27th  and  on  four  dates  in  April.  Beech  Farm 
GP,  one  on  Mar  14th.  Darland’s  Lake,  one  on  Apr  1st.  Rye  Meads,  one 
on  May  19th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  one  from  Apr  3rd  to  May  7th. 
Verulamium  Lake,  one  on  Mar  27th. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res,  two  on  Feb  16th  and  three  from  Aug  10th  to  Sept  6th. 
Stoke  Newington  Res,  three  on  Nov  10th  and  Dec  15th.  Wood  Green 
Res,  one  on  Mar  17th.  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  three  flew  SW  on 
Mar  1 1th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  two  on  Mar  23rd. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  on  Aug  2nd  and  3rd  and  from  Oct  19th  to  22nd. 

62  Wood  Duck  Aix  sponsa 

H  Maple  Lodge  NR,  a  pair  on  July  15th  and  singles  on  July  27th  and  29th, 
Aug  2nd  and  18th  and  Sept  4th  and  5th. 

K  Littlebrook  GP,  one  on  June  8th. 

Marbled  Duck  Mamaronetta  angustirostris 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  one  from  Aug  3rd  to  30th.  Beddington  SF,  one  on  Aug 
11th. 

109  Buzzard  Buteo  buteo 

S  South  Norwood  CP,  one  in  September. 

K  Dulwich,  one  in  observer’s  garden  from  May  30th  to  July  19th. 

Red-tailed  Hawk  Buteo  jamaicensis 

M  Osterley  Park,  one  with  bells  from  September  to  December. 

Lanner  Falco  biarmicus 

E  West  Thurrock  PS,  one  trailing  jesses  and  bells  on  Nov  15th. 

M  Staines  Moor,  one  on  Mar  16th  with  radio  tag  and  jesses. 

Chukar  Alectoris  chukar 

M  Eastcote,  one  on  Mar  31st  and  Apr  1st.  There  must  be  more  of  these 
introduced  partridges  in  our  Area. 

134  Golden  Pheasant  Chrysolophus  pictus 

H  Hatfield  Park,  a  male  for  the  month  of  February. 

Long-tailed  Rosefinch 

E  Nags  Head  SF,  Harold  Wood,  a  male  on  Dec  14th. 


Uragus  sibiricus 


Emberiza  bruniceps 
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Red-headed  Bunting 

H  Garston,  a  male  in  the  last  three  weeks  of  May. 

Other  species  recorded  were  as  follows. 

Cape  Shelduck  Tadorna  cana 
Chiloe  Wigeon  Anas  sibilatrix 
Speckled  Teal  Anas  flavirostris 
Grey  Teal  Anas  gibberifrons 
Bahama  Pintail  Anas  bahamensis 
Ringed  Teal  Callonetta  leucophrys 
Rosybill  Netta  peposaca 
Kalij  Pheasant  Lophura  leucomelana 
Amazon  parrot  Amazona  sp 
Cockatiel  Nymphicus  hollandicus 
Budgerigar  Mellopsittacus  undulatus 
San  Bias  Jay  Cissilopha  sanblasiana 
Blue-eared  Glossy  Starling  Lamprotoniis  chalybaeus 
Common  Mynah  Acridotheres  tristis 
Common  Waxbill  Estrilda  astrilid 
Yellow-fronted  Canary  Serinus  mozambicus 

Appendix  II:  Hybrids 

The  following  records  probably  relate  to  wild  hybrids. 

Greylag  x  Canada  Goose 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Mar  27th.  Bowyer’s  GP,  one  on  Feb  12th.  Stanstead 
Abbotts  GP,  one  on  Mar  28th. 

M  Wood  Green  Res,  one  on  Feb  9th. 

Wigeon  x  Mallard 

M  Staines  Res,  the  male  present  from  Apr  10th  through  the  summer  -  its 
eighth  successive  summer  at  this  location. 

Aythya  Hybrids 

E  Roydon  GP,  a  male  Pochard  x  Tufted  Duck  from  Dec  8th  to  21st. 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  male  Scaup  x  Tufted  Duck  from  Feb  15th  to  Mar  1 1th,  a 
male  Pochard  x  Tufted  Duck  on  June  2nd  and  a  female  thought  to  be  Scaup 
x  Tufted  Duck  on  Dec  21st.  Rye  Meads,  a  male  Pochard  x  Tufted  Duck  on 
June  1st.  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  male  Pochard  x  Tufted  Duck  on  Nov  12th  and 
Dec  29th.  Troy  Mill  GP,  a  male  Pochard  x  Tufted  Duck  on  Dec  12th. 

M  Brent  Res,  an  interesting  male  showing  characteristics  of  Tufted  Duck  x 
Ring-necked  Duck  from  Mar  24th  to  Apr  7th.  Broadwater  GP,  a  male 
Pochard  x  Tufted  Duck  on  Feb  9th,  a  Pochard  x  Tufted  Duck  on  July 
1 1th.  Tottenham  Cemetery,  a  male  Pochard  x  Tufted  Duck  from  Mar  8th 
to  Apr  2nd.  Inner  London :  Victoria  Park  Lake,  a  male,  superficially 
resembling  a  Ferruginous  Duck  on  Feb  13th  and  14th,  had  a  Baer's 
Pochard  head  shape  and  colour  (dark  bottle  green). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res,  a  male  Pochard  x  Tufted  Duck  from  Aug  6th  to  Sept  15th. 

Swallow  x  House  Martin 

E  Fairlop,  one  on  May  16th  and  June  1st  had  a  head  and  throat  pattern 
typical  of  a  Swallow  but  a  pale  rump,  short  wings  and  short  tail 
streamers. 
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First  and  Last  Dates  of  Regular  Migrants 


Summer  Migrants  Arrival  Departure 


Garganey 

Mar 

30 

Tyttenhanger  GP  GSE,SMy,SPe 

Oct 

1 

King  George  V  Res 

RMC,DLr 

Hobby 

Apr 

21 

Panshanger  Park 

MCg 

Oct 

17 

Oxted 

PJ 

Little  Ringed  Plover 

Mar 

9 

Amwell  GP 

Dartford  Marsh 

CC/,GJW 

AJM 

Sep  20 

Amwell  GP 

BR 

Sandwich  Tern 

Mar 

17 

Walthamstow  Res 

PL 

Oct 

3 

Littlebrook  PS 

BEW 

Common  Tern 

Apr 

10 

Staines  Res 

FRC 

Oct 

18 

Bam  Elms  Res 

IMS 

Arctic  Tern 

Apr 

6 

King  George  V  Res 

SC/,PJV 

Oct 

26 

West  Thurrock 

PJV 

Black  Tern 

Apr 

10 

Nazeing  GP 

JTR 

Oct 

7 

Broadwater  GP 

CL 

Turtle  Dove 

Apr 

27 

Dagnam  Park 

CRJ 

Sep  25 

Holmethorpe  SP 

GWJH 

Cuckoo 

Apr 

8 

Boston  Manor 

PG 

Sep  15 

Rainham  Marsh 

MKD 

Swift 

Apr 

14 

Staines  Res 

MAH 

Sep  21 

Romford 

KB 

Sand  Martin 

Mar 

5 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

SWR 

Oct 

7 

Wm  Girling  Res 

SC  r 

Swallow 

Mar 

29 

Stocker’s  Lake 

RRD 

Nov  29 

Harlow 

AH  r 

House  Martin 

Apr 

1 

Hampton  Court  Park 

SM/,NMs 

Nov  17 

Walthamstow  Res 

PL 

Tree  Pipit 

Mar 

25 

King  George  V  Res 

HV 

Oct 

5 

Mitcham  Common 

MJN 

Yellow  Wagtail 

Mar 

18 

Wm  Girling  Res 

DL/ 

Nov  23 

Walton  Res 

SJS 

Nightingale 

Apr 

15 

Epping  Forest 

PAB 

Aug  14 

Mitcham  Common 

MJN 

Redstart 

Apr 

14 

Tyttenhanger  GP 
Hoblingwell  Wood 

PJS  d 
KHP 

Oct 

9 

Fishers  Green 

SCr 

Whinchat 

Apr 

18 

Fishers  Green 

DAs,RA 

Oct 

6 

Bushy  Park 

MDv 

Wheatear 

Mar 

15 

King  George  V  Res  * 

JF,DLr 

Oct 

30 

King  George  V  Res 

RMC 

Ring  Ouzel 

Apr 

6 

Beddington  SF 
Holmethorpe  SP 

BBR 

GWJH 

Oct 

18 

Alexandra  Park 

GN 

Grasshopper  Warbler 

Apr 

22 

South  Norwood  CP 

JB  d 

Sep 

15 

Croydon  Airport 

RCM 

Sedge  Warbler 

Apr 

7 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

SWR 

Oct 

3 

Beddington  SF 

BBR 

Reed  Warbler 

Apr 

19 

Berwick  Ponds 

MKD 

Oct 

13 

Harold  Wood 

CRJ 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

Apr 

18 

Ham  Lands 

RJH 

Oct 

14 

Bam  Elms  Res 

BPAJRBH 

Whitethroat 

Apr 

7 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

SWR 

Oct 

2 

Fairlop 

AAB 

Garden  Warbler 

Apr 

12 

Hampstead  Heath 

MAH 

Oct 

18 

South  Norwood  CP 

JB  d 

Wood  Warbler 

May 

5 

Stanmore  Common 

DBm 

Sep 

21 

Bruce  Castle  Park 

PL 

Willow  Warbler 

Mar 

13 

Hampton  Court  Park 

MBe 

Oct 

19 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

SWR 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

May 

17 

Orpington  BR  Station 

PDG 

Oct 

8 

Dagenham  Chase 

KB, PM 

Pied  Flycatcher 

Apr 

9 

Regent’s  Park 

ARD 

Sep 

24 

Alexandra  Park 

GN 

Winter  Migrants 

Departure 

Arrival 

Jack  Snipe 

Apr 

30 

Surrey  Docks 

BB/t 

Sep  29 

Leyton/Hackney 

GCDJ 

Fieldfare 

May 

9 

Tyttenhanger  GP 

MHs 

Sep  10 

Hornchurch 

CRJ 

Redwing 

Apr 

27 

Hampstead  Heath 

PWD 

Sep  20 

Regent’s  Park 

ARD 

Brambling 

Apr 

16 

Broxboume  Meadows 
Hoblingwell  Wood 

PR,ADW 

KHP 

Oct 

4 

Fairlop 

AAB 
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Ringing  Report  for  1991 
P.  Jones 

The  number  of  birds  ringed  in  the  London  area  during  1991  shows  no  sign  of 
having  turned  around  the  decreases  of  the  last  few  years.  Most  ringers  report  a 
decrease  in  numbers,  the  Constant  Effort  site  at  Mitcham  produced  its  worst 
figures  ever.  A  number  of  the  small  insectivorous  birds  such  as  Goldcrest  suffered 
greatly  during  the  cold  snaps  early  in  the  year,  particularly  the  one  in  February. 
Treecreeper,  Long  tailed  Tit,  Pied  Wagtail  and  Wren  were  also  badly  affected. 

Weather  problems  over  the  Mediterranean  area  has  been  put  forward  as  the  most 
likely  reason  for  the  decrease  in  warbler  numbers.  After  the  initial  surge  in  late 
March,  most  summer  migrants  were  held  up.  Reed  Warblers  for  instance  arrived 
at  many  sites  such  as  Middlesex  Filter  Beds  and  Littlebrook  up  to  two  weeks  late. 
Sand  Martin  and  House  Martins  were  both  in  short  supply  and  Willow  Warblers 
were  down  in  many  areas  by  up  to  seventy  five  percent  of  usual  numbers.  The 
first  broods  of  a  number  species  such  as  Willow  Warbler  appeared  to  have  failed 
almost  completely  due  to  the  wet  weather  in  June. 

The  reduction  in  numbers  ringed  has  led,  as  expected,  to  a  reduction  in  the  total 
of  birds  recovered.  The  following  four  birds  either  beat  or  came  close  to  the 
national  longevity  record.  A  Song  Thrush  ringed  at  Streatham  was  found  dead 
there  ten  years  nine  months  later,  a  Swift  ringed  at  Beddington  Sewage  Farm  was 
caught  again  eleven  years  eleven  monthslater,  a  Dunnock  at  Mitcham  was 
retrapped  after  seven  years  three  months,  and  lastly  a  Reed  Warbler  ringed  at 
Wilstone  Reservoir,  Herts  was  retrapped  ten  years  later  at  Middlesex  Filter  Beds. 

I  have  of  course  to  mention  the  Yellow  billed  Cuckoo  which  was  caught  and  ringed 
at  Oxted,  Surrey.  This  was  a  first  for  the  London  Area.  Other  interesting  birds 
ringed  included  two  Long-eared  Owls  at  Queen  Mary  Reservoir  and  ten  Gadwall 
with  two  caught  at  Queen  Mary  Reservoir  and  eight  at  Rye  Meads  Sewage  Farm. 

There  follows  a  list  of  interesting  recoveries.  These  do  not  include  the  summer 
migrants  caught  in  the  London  Area  and  retrapped  at  Icklesham  on  the  Sussex 
coast.  Due  to  intense  ringing  in  this  area  large  numbers  of  migrants  are  caught 
and  included  two  Sand  Martins  and  four  Sedge  Warblers  from  the  London  Area. 

Key  to  symbols  used: 

v  Controlled  (caught  and  released  with  ring) 
vv  Field  or  sight  record 
( )  Caught  alive  and  not  released 
x  Found  dead 


SELECTED  RECOVERIES  AND  CONTROLS 
GREYLAG  GOOSE 


5150310 

26.06.89 

Sevenoaks  Reserve,  Kent. 

vv 

28.05.91 

Fishers  Green,  Essex.  48km. 

5150810 

26.06.89 

Sevenoaks  Reserve,  Kent. 

vv 

13.03.91 

Fishers  Green.  Essex.  48km. 

vv 

10.08  91 

Netherhall  Gravel  Pit,  Essex.  53km 
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5150858 

25.06.89 

Sevenoaks  Reserve,  Kent. 

vv 

19.07  90 

St  James’s  Park.  33km. 

TEAL 

EN78565 

07.01.89 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

X 

23.10.89 

Brigg,  Humberside.  195km.  (shot) 

Er43620 

06.12.90 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

x 

23.01.91 

Basingstoke,  Hants.  96km.  (shot) 

TUFTED  DUCK 

FA26264 

13.03.87 

Regent’s  Park. 

X 

Lake  Dabie,  Szcezecin,  Poland  1024km. 

F535829 

09.01.79 

Kensington  Gardens. 

X 

04.09.91 

Genemuiden,  Netherlands.  443km.  (shot) 

SPARROWHAWK 

Er58205 

26.06.90 

Chessington,  Surrey. 

V 

10.11.91 

Mitcham  Common,  Surrey.  12km. 

KESTREL 

ER43613 

17.06.90  1 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

X 

19.11.90 

Blairgowrie,  Tayside.  576km. 

MOORHEN 

FV92587 

03.12.89 

Dartford  Sewage  Farm,  Kent. 

X 

15.03.91 

East  Grinstead,  Sussex.  42km. 

COMMON  TERN 

X578075 

29.06.84 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

X 

26.04.91 

Willen  Lake,  Milton  Keynes,  Bucks. 
55km. 

XR46243 

02.07.90 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

X 

15.01.91 

Conakry,  Guinea.  4862km. 

STOCK  DOVE 

EP99431 

27.06.90 

Osterley,  Middlesex. 

X 

24.03.91 

Queen  Mary  Reservoir,  Surrey.  12km. 

COLLARED  DOVE 

EP26698  x 

27.11.90 

Sevenoaks,  Kent. 

16.03.91 

Leatherhead,  Surrey.  34km.  (wires) 

ROBIN 

F837349 

10.11.90 

St  James’s  Park. 

V 

27.04.91 

Wicken  Fen,  Cambs.  93km. 

BLACKBIRD 

RE36895 

09.12.88 

Sevenoaks,  Kent. 

X 

22.05.91 

Sollwit,  Schleswig  Holstein,  Germany. 
708km. 
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RH00300 

29.12.89 

Watermeads,  Morden,  Surrey. 

X 

12.02.91 

Sossay,  Chatellerault,  Vienne,  France. 
505km.  - 

REDWING 

RX51554 

31.12.90 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

V 

27.07.91 

Handol,  Jamtland,  Sweden.  1471km. 

SEDGE  WARBLER 

F674408 

11.08.90 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

v  2 

5.08.90 

St  Philbert  de  Grand  Lieu,  Loire- 
Atlantique,  France.  541km. 

2965295 

09.05.89 

Jupille,  Liege,  Belgium. 

Bruxelles  v 

21.07.90 

Rye  Meads,  Herts.  412km. 

REED  WARBLER 

C200847 

24.06.87 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

V 

29.05.88 

Lede,  Oost-Vlaanderen,  Belgium. 

V 

21.07.90 

Rye  Meads. 

H413786 

25.08.91 

Sevenoaks  Reserve,  Kent. 

V 

04.09.91 

Mortagne,  Gironde,  Charente  Maritime, 
France.  669km. 

E730217 

30.08.88 

Sandwich  Bay,  Kent. 

V 

28.06.91 

Sevenoaks  Reserve,  Kent.  83km. 

F360928 

04.08.91 

Sevenoaks  Reserve,  Kent. 

V 

20.07.91 

Cottam  Power  Station,  Notts.  233km. 

F656856 

27.05.90 

Spurn  Point,  Humberside. 

V 

21.07.91 

Littlebrook,  Kent.  235km. 

E827249 

13.09.89 

Queen  Mary  Reservoir,  Surrey. 

V 

04.09.91 

Keysworth,  Dorset.  136km. 

F885363 

25.05.91 

Queen  Mary  Reservoir,  Surrey. 

V 

28.07.91 

Holme  Pierrepoint,  Notts.  177km. 

LESSER  WHITETHROAT 

C903638 

15.08.87 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

X 

?  89 

Lebanon.  3510km. 

WHITETHROAT 

F375718 

27.08.90 

Queen  Mary  Reservoir,  Surrey. 

x  2 

0.09.90 

Pineira.  Monforte  De  LemosXuge  Spain. 
1119km. 

BLACKCAP 

F375724 

27.08.90 

Queen  Mary  Reservoir,  Surrey. 

V 

23.09.90 

Fuengirola,  Mallaga,  Spain.  1648km. 

E826668 

29.07.89 

Queen  Mary  Reservoir.  Surrey. 

() 

26.02.91 

Djemaa  Saharidj,  Algeria.  1678km. 
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CHIFFCHAFF 

6V8298 

V 

08.09.90 

15.09.91 

Marley  Common  Sussex. 

Queen  Mary  Reservoir,  Surrey.  41km. 

2J2691 

V 

17.03.90 

25.11.90 

Yeoveney  Gravel  Pit,  Berks. 

Sevenoaks,  Kent.  53km. 

WILLOW  WARBLER 

1R1853 

V 

29.07.90 

22.08.90 

Magusmuir,  Strathkinnes,  Fife. 

Queen  Mary  Reservoir,  Surrey.  570km. 

5H2976 

V 

09.08.90 

19.08.91 

Hogsmill  Sewage  Farm,  Surrey. 
Mortagne  sur  Gironde,  France.  653km. 

GREENFINCH 

VC61876 

V 

09.04.89 

02.02.91 

Ipswich,  Suffolk. 

Queen  Mary  Reservoir,  Surrey.  135km. 

VA99395 

V 

11.03.89 

12.04.91 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

_  Diss,  Norfolk.  105km. 

GOLDFINCH 

E769522 

V 

01.10.89 

03.08.90 

Beachy  Head,  Sussex. 

Sevenoaks,  Kent.  61km. 

LINNET 

F122896 

V 

03.12.89 

25.03.91 

Osterley,  Middlesex. 

Boston,  Lines.  173km. 

CORk  BUNTING 

NV29706 

V 

12.04.87 

16.12.90 

Sawbridge worth  Marsh,  Herts. 

Rye  Meads,  Herts.  1 1km. 

You  will  note  that  I  have  made  no  mention  of  Black-headed  Gulls  in  the  above 
listing.  At  least  forty  birds  were  recovered  abroad  or  found  in  this  Area  with 
foreign  rings  already  fitted.  The  countries  and  numbers  involved  being 
Netherlands  fourteen,  East  Germany  seven,  Denmark  five,  Russia  two,  France 
two,  West  Germany  two,  Finland  two,  Poland  two,  Sweden  two,  Belgium  one 
and  lastly  Estonia  with  one.  The  furthest  two  birds  were  ringed  in  Regent’s  Park 
and  at  Dartford  Sewage  Farm  and  were  recovered  in  Russia  2491km  and  2363km 
away  respectively. 
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The  Birds  of 
South  Norwood 
Country  Park 

J.  Birkett 


This  paper  examines  the  status  of  birds  recorded  at  South  Norwood  Country  Park 
since  1930.  By  reference  to  existing  material  it  has  been  possible  to  look  at  how 
the  status  of  various  species  has  changed  over  the  years  and  to  suggest  some 
factors  which  are  responsible  for  this. 

SOURCES  OF  INFORMATION  AND  COVERAGE 

Information  about  the  more  recent  sightings  at  South  Norwood  is  taken  from  my 
own  records  and  is  supplemented  by  those  of  other  regular  observers  and, 
occasionally,  LNHS  record  cards.  The  earlier  information  comes  from  two  main 
sources  -  LNHS  record  cards  and  a  paper  published  by  G.E.  Manser  in  1944 
(LBR  9:  23-28).  Not  every  year  had  been  covered  and  hence  some  occasional 
visitors  may  have  been  missed. 

There  was  high  observer  coverage  during  the  period  1960-65  (immediately 
prior  to  the  closure  of  the  sewage  farm)  mainly  by  R.H.  Kettle  and  P.  Meredith 
but  the  records  for  this  period  do  not  show  the  status  of  every  species.  Coverage 
between  1966  and  the  mid-1980s  was  rather  limited  and  during  this  period  there 
is  a  possibility  that  both  Reed  Warblers  and  Yellowhammers  bred  but  there  are 
no  substantiated  records. 

THE  SITE 

South  Norwood  Country  Park,  formerly  South  Norwood  Sewage  Farm  lies  in  an 
area  bounded  by  South  Norwood,  Elmers  End  and  Woodside  (see  map  on  next 
page).  Land  for  the  sewage  farm  was  first  acquired  by  Croydon  Council  in  1862 
and  has  remained  in  their  hands  although  the  land  straddles  the  borough  and 
county  boundary  between  Croydon,  Surrey  and  Bromley,  Kent.  The  Boundary 
Commission  has  now  decided  that  the  whole  site  should  be  within  Croydon  but 
this  still  has  to  be  ratified.  Since  the  1930s  most  of  the  active  site  has  been  on  the 
Bromley  side  of  the  boundary  which  probably  accounts  for  why  the  site  was 
often  referred  to  as  Elmers  End  Sewage  Farm,  Kent. 

From  about  the  turn  of  the  century  until  the  1930s  at  least,  the  sewage  farm 
covered  approximately  200  acres  which  included  an  area  to  the  south  east  of  the 
Elmers  End  to  Woodside  railway  line  which  has  since  been  built  on  and  is  no 
longer  considered  part  of  the  site.  Today,  the  Country  Park  covers  approximately 
125  acres  and  is  usually  combined  with  the  adjacent  Croydon  Arena.  Ryelands 
Fields  and  the  playing  fields  near  Elmers  End  Station,  all  of  which  formed  part  of 
the  original  sewage  farm.  The  trees  to  the  north,  running  along  the  edge  of 
Beckenham  Cemetery,  have  always  been  included  as  part  of  the  site. 
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MAP  OF  SOUTH  NORWOOD  COUNTRY  PARK 
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HABITAT 

Over  the  years  there  have  been  several  changes  to  the  site.  Early  this  century 
most  of  the  area  was  regularly  flooded  as  part  of  the  sewage  farm  operations,  but 
by  the  mid- 1930s  some  of  the  irrigation  fields  had  been  turned  over  to  arable 
land.  A  ‘refuse  destructor’,  served  by  a  siding  from  the  nearby  railway  line,  had 
also  been  built  reducing  the  flooded  areas  even  more.  Following  closure  of  the 
sewage  farm  in  1966/7  the  land  was  left  derelict  and  rank  vegetation  and  scrub 
began  to  take  over,  although  some  fields  still  flooded  in  wet  weather. 

Conversion  to  a  Country  Park  began  in  late  1988  and  involved  extensive  work 
in  some  areas.  Much  of  the  central  and  northern  area  remains  a  mixture  of  rank 
vegetation  and  scrub  but  some  areas  were  cleared  and  then  re-seeded  to  form 
meadows.  The  lake  which  was  filled  in  February  1989  was  well  planned  with  an 
island  designed  for  breeding  waterbirds  and  shallow  margins.  Various  water 
plants,  including  reed  mace  ( Typha  latifolia  and  Typha  angustifolia)  and  common 
reeds  ( Phragmites  australis ),  are  establishing  themselves.  There  is  a  wetland 
area  by  the  northern  comer  of  the  lake  and  one  field  is  regularly  flooded  from  late 
autumn  to  early  spring. 

There  have  never  been  any  major  areas  of  woodland.  The  cemetery  boundary 
provides  the  greatest  concentration  of  trees,  with  belts  of  pines  also  along  Elmers 
End  Road  and  the  railway  line.  In  the  1930s,  the  western  boundary  was  marked 
by  a  line  of  poplars,  many  of  which  were  blown  down  in  the  severe  storms  of  the 
late  1980s.  A  few  small  areas  of  willow  have  developed  since  closure  of  the 
sewage  farm  and  many  young  trees  were  planted  during  the  conversion  to  a 
country  park. 

The  Arena,  playing  fields  and  recently  opened  pitch  and  putt  course  all 
provide  areas  of  short  grass  which  were  lacking  in  earlier  years.  One  type  of 
habitat  which  has  been  completely  lost  along  with  its  attendant  birds  is  the  refuse 
dump  which  attracted  large  numbers  of  corvids  and  gulls  (see  the  systematic  list 
for  an  indication  of  numbers). 


CHANGES  OF  STATUS 

In  general  the  changes  over  the  years  have  been  as  a  result  of  more  widespread 
population  fluctuations  or  simply  observer  coverage  and  reporting.  The  latter 
category  includes  occasional  visitors  which  depend  upon  an  observer  being  in  the 
right  place  at  the  right  time  and  the  common  breeding  species  which  are  often 
ignored.  Most  changes  are  dealt  with  in  the  systematic  list  but  some  factors 
deserve  further  appraisal. 

At  one  level,  the  loss  of  flooded  fields  has  had  little  detrimental  effect  on 
waders.  Using  only  the  number  of  species  recorded  there  is  actually  an  increase 
from  17  between  1960-65  to  18  since  1989.  It  is  only  when  other  factors  are 
considered  that  the  true  picture  emerges.  There  are  no  longer  large  wintering 
flocks  of  Snipe,  Jack  Snipe  and  Lapwing  and  the  latter  species  no  longer  breeds. 
Today  there  are  only  a  handful  of  Snipe  and  Jack  Snipe  with  occasional  flyover 
Lapwings.  Furthermore,  transient  waders  often  stayed  for  several  days.  Now 
most  (except  Common  Sandpipers)  only  stay  for  a  few  minutes  at  best.  The  two 
Avocets  on  May  18th  1990  were  amongst  the  longer  stayers  -  they  were  watched 
for  25  minutes  before  departing  at  08.10. 

Without  the  lake,  waders  would  have  maintained  only  a  precarious  toehold 
and  its  positive  effect  can  also  be  seen  by  examining  two  other  aspects.  Although 
grebes  have  yet  to  colonise,  other  diving  species  -  Tufted  Duck  and  Coot  -  have 
bred  since  1990  and  there  are  now  regular  records  of  Cormorant,  Pochard  and 
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Kingfisher.  Secondly,  on  May  2nd  1990  a  series  of  migrants,  mainly  terns,  were 
seen  to  drop  down  and  fly  low  over  the  lake  before  passing  on.  It  is  quite  likely 
that  other  species  have  been  similarly  attracted  by  the  lake  when  on  migration  or 
during  cold  weather. 


THE  FUTURE 

As  the  site  matures  there  will  be  more  scope  for  some  species.  Even  at  the  time  of 
preparing  the  first  draft  of  this  paper  (July  1991)  the  reed  mace  beds,  which  are 
still  quite  small,  had  attracted  breeding  Reed  Warblers.  The  trees  should  grow  to 
form  some  respectable  wooded  areas  and,  hopefully,  attract  even  more  woodland 
birds.  There  has  been  talk  of  producing  a  scrape  which  would  encourage  waders 
to  stay  for  longer  but  this  would  need  careful  planning  to  prevent  disturbance. 

Pressure  from  humans  and  dogs  has  probably  not  had  a  drastic  effect  on  the 
breeding  populations  but  the  number  of  paths  through  the  rougher  areas  is 
increasing  and  may  become  a  problem.  Likewise,  there  have  been  some  instances 
of  dogs  (and  even  humans)  swimming  out  to  the  island  in  the  lake. 

Although  the  site  now  seems  safe  from  Bromley  Council’s  wish  to  use  part  of 
it  for  a  refuse  transfer  station,  one  major  potential  threat  lies  in  the  proposal  to 
build  Croydon’s  ‘Tramlink’  through  the  centre  of  the  Country  Park.  The 
preferred  route  involves  a  cutting  through  an  area  of  grassland  in  Croydon  Arena 
which  is  often  used  by  Wheatears.  From  there  the  route  is  intended  to  go  through 
the  pitch  and  putt  course  destroying  a  stand  of  mature  trees.  Finally  it  would  pass 
beside  the  culverted  stream  and  go  out  by  the  entrance  near  the  cemetery.  A 
group  of  hawthorns  and  elders  in  this  area  regularly  attracts  warblers  in  the 
autumn  and  is  used  as  a  roost  by  the  Pheasants.  There  is  also  a  winter  Magpie 
roost  in  this  area. 


SUMMARY 

The  changing  habitats  of  South  Norwood  Country  Park  have  had  significant 
effects  on  the  bird  population  of  the  site.  Following  closure  of  the  sewage  farm 
there  was  a  distinct  loss  of  wetland  and  hence  of  wading  birds.  The  subsequent 
invasion  of  scrub  has  encouraged  more  passerines  to  breed.  The  conversion  to  a 
country  park  which  commenced  in  1988,  saw  a  re-introduction  of  wetland 
habitats  which  has  led  to  a  limited  return  of  wading  species  plus  an  influx  of 
species  which  require  open  water.  There  has  been  no  corresponding  loss  of 
passerine  species.  The  one  single  factor  which  would  most  improve  the  site 
further  would  be  the  provision  of  a  protected  wader  scrape. 

The  potential  of  the  site  can  be  shown  by  the  number  of  species  recorded. 
Between  1935  and  1938  Manser  listed  a  total  of  only  70  species.  Each  year  since 
1989  has  seen  over  100  species  recorded  (106  in  1989,  117  in  1990  and  118  in 
1991)  with  an  overall  total  since  the  Country  Park  was  formed  of  138  excluding 
‘escapes’  and  ‘others’.  A  further  16  species  were  recorded  between  1935  and 
1988  giving  a  grand  total  of  154  for  the  site  in  its  various  guises.  This  species  list 
will  never  rival  those  for  Rainham  Marsh  or  Thamesmead  ( LBR  55:  131-159  and 
164-180)  as  both  these  sites  have  the  advantage  of  being  much  larger  and  close 
proximity  to  the  River  Thames. 
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SYSTEMATIC  LIST  OF  SPECIES  RECORDED  AT  SOUTH  NORWOOD 
COUNTRY  PARK  TO  APRIL  30th  1992. 

Little  Grebe.  Single  birds  seen  occasionally  on  the  lake  since  the  first  on  May 
29th  1989. 

Great  Crested  Grebe.  Apart  from  one  which  died  in  a  storm  tank  on  Jan  25th 
1963  most  records  relate  to  occasional  visitors  to  the  lake.  In  spring  1992, 
however,  a  single  bird  stayed  for  about  seven  weeks  before  being  joined  by  a 
second  on  April  24th.  These  birds  were  subsequently  seen  displaying  and  a  nest 
was  begun  on  April  29th. 

Cormorant.  Most  records  have  been  since  the  creation  of  the  lake.  Regular  in 
small  numbers  outside  the  breeding  season  either  feeding  on  the  lake  or  flying 
over.  Maximum  of  14  in  autumn  1991.  An  immature  bird  seen  on  several  dates 
from  July  to  December  1991  had  been  colour  ringed  as  a  pullus  at  Abberton 
Reservoir  earlier  in  the  year. 

Grey  Heron.  Occasional  records  during  December  1964  and  late  1965.  In  recent 
years  one  or  two  have  been  regularly  seen  on  the  lake,  with  a  maximum  of  five. 

Mute  Swan.  Infrequently  recorded  flying  over  the  sewage  farm  and  occasionally 
landing.  There  have  been  several  recent  records  of  birds  staying  on  the  lake  with 
a  maximum  of  three  from  May  28th  to  June  22nd  1989. 

Greylag  Goose.  Occasional  visitor  since  1989  in  small  numbers  either  on  the 
lake  or  flying  over. 

Canada  Goose.  As  in  most  parts  of  London,  this  species  has  rapidly  colonised 
since  suitable  habitat  became  available.  From  the  mid-1980s  birds  were  recorded 
flying  between  South  Norwood  Lake,  Crystal  Palace  Park  and  Kelsey  Park.  The 
new  lake  soon  attracted  birds  which  are  now  present  throughout  the  year.  One 
pair  bred  in  1990  and  1991  and  the  lake  is  now  used  as  a  roost  during  late 
summer  and  autumn  with  around  200  birds  present. 

Brent  Goose.  80  to  90  flew  east  on  Jan  28th  1991. 

Egyptian  Goose.  Two  flew  over  on  May  20th  1990. 

Shelduck.  Two  records  of  singles  on  Dec  17th  and  23rd  1962.  Now  an 
occasional  visitor  in  small  numbers  either  flying  over  or  on  the  lake. 

Mandarin.  A  male  on  Dec  17th  1989,  a  pair  on  Jan  26th  1991  and  a  female  on 
several  dates  since  Sept  17th  1991. 

Wigeon.  A  pair  on  Dec  28th  1961  and  50  flew  east  on  Dec  28th  1962.  Recent 
records  involve  a  single  males  on  the  lake  from  Sept  29th  to  Nov  27th  1989  and 
another  in  August  1990. 

Gadwall.  Occasional  visitor. 

Teal.  Was  an  occasional  visitor  to  the  sewage  farm  with  a  maximum  of  ten  on 
Dec  29th  1961.  Now  occasionally  visits  the  lake  in  small  numbers. 

Mallard.  Resident  breeding  species  which  was  under-recorded  when  the  sewage 
farm  was  active.  Up  to  90  birds  are  now  present  on  the  lake  in  winter. 

Shoveler.  One  old  record  of  a  pair  on  Mar  8th  1964  and  is  now  an  occasional 
visitor  to  the  lake. 
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Pochard.  Occasional  visitor  during  winter  1989-90  and  has  since  become  a  more 
regular  winter  visitor  with  up  to  ten  birds  present  since  the  end  of  1990. 

Tufted  Duck.  This  species  was  formerly  a  scarce  winter  visitor  with  ten  on  Feb 
19th  1961  and  one  on  Jan  27th  1963.  Up  to  20  birds  now  winter  on  the  lake.  One 
pair  bred  in  1990  and  two  pairs  bred  in  1991. 

Goldeneye.  A  female  on  the  lake  on  Jan  1st  1992. 

Goosander.  A  male  from  Oct  19th  to  26th  1989  and  four  flew  W  on  Nov  2nd 
1991. 

Red  Kite.  One  flew  over  on  Mar  13th  1990. 

Sparrowhawk.  A  pair  nested  in  1934.  There  were  occasional  sightings  in  1936 
and  1937  and  one  on  Mar  25th  1951.  Corresponding  with  the  national  decline 
and  recovery  of  the  species  there  are  no  records  from  the  1960s  until  the  1980s 
since  when  it  has  become  a  regular  autumn/winter  visitor  with  occasional 
summer  records. 

Kestrel.  Resident,  with  one  or  two  pairs  breeding  each  year. 

Merlin.  Several  records,  all  in  recent  years  of  singles  on  Sept  15th  1989,  Nov 
18th  1990  and  Jan  25th,  Aug  20th  and  Oct  5th  1991. 

Hobby.  This  species  has  expanded  rapidly  in  London  in  recent  years,  a  trend  that 
has  certainly  been  reflected  at  South  Norwood.  The  first  record  was  on  June  3rd 
1989  since  when  it  has  been  recorded  regularly  on  passage.  1991  saw  almost  as 
many  records  of  Hobby  from  this  site  as  there  were  throughout  the  London  Area 
in  1975. 

Peregrine.  An  adult  and  a  juvenile  on  July  6th  1984  were  unlikely  to  have  been 
wild  birds. 

Red-legged  Partridge.  One  on  Aug  6th  and  7th  1961. 

Grey  Partridge.  Bred  in  1936  but  was  subsequently  exterminated.  Then  two 
pairs  nested  in  1960  with  coveys  of  seven  and  eight  seen  later  that  year.  No 
recent  records. 

Quail.  Singles  on  Aug  14th  1989,  Jun  5th  1991  and  April  30th  1992. 

Pheasant.  Resident  with  several  pairs  breeding  each  year.  There  is  only  one  old 
record  of  a  female  on  Nov  4th  1961. 

Water  Rail.  Up  to  three  birds  were  regular  in  winter  in  the  1930s  and  1960s  with 
a  single  summer  record  on  July  28th  1963.  Loss  of  habitat  is  responsible  for  only 
one  recent  record,  a  single  bird  in  January  1988. 

Corncrake.  One  on  Sept  9th  1935. 

Moorhen.  This  species  was  a  resident  breeder  when  the  sewage  farm  was  active 
but  then  disappeared  until  1990  when  a  pair  returned  to  breed.  Two  pairs  bred  in 
1991  and  birds  are  now  seen  throughout  the  year. 

Coot.  First  colonised  the  lake  in  Feb  1990  and  is  now  present  throughout  the  year 
with  several  pairs  breeding. 

Avocet.  Two  on  the  lake  on  May  18th  1990. 

Stone-curlew.  Singles  on  Apr  5th  1934  and  Apr  4th  1959. 
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Ringed  Plover.  One  in  August  1963  and  two  on  Apr  25th  1991. 

Little  Ringed  Plover.  Occasional  on  spring  passage,  mainly  recorded  since  1990 
with  a  maximum  of  two  on  May  14th  1991,  but  a  single  was  present  on  a  sludge 
bed  on  Aug  2nd  1953. 

Golden  Plover.  Eight  on  Feb  16th  1936  and  on  Jan  6th  1963,  four  on  Mar  9th 
1947,  two  on  Dec  29th  1963;  singles  flew  over  on  Nov  29th  1989  and  Aug  1 1th 
1991. 

Lapwing.  Two  to  three  pairs  bred  in  the  1930s  with  winter  flocks  numbering  up 
to  150.  Four  pairs  bred  in  1960  reducing  to  one  pair  in  1961  and  1962  with  winter 
flocks  at  this  time  reaching  500  birds.  No  breeding  reported  since  then.  Now 
reduced  to  the  status  of  an  occasional  visitor,  usually  flying  over,  with  a 
maximum  flock  of  150  flying  south-west  as  part  of  a  cold  weather  movement  on 
Dec  14th  1991. 

Little  Stint.  Two  on  Oct  2nd  1960,  singles  on  Aug  18th  1963  and  Aug  2nd  1964. 
Curlew  Sandpiper.  One  from  Apr  4th  to  27th  1955. 

Dunlin.  Occasionally  seen  in  small  numbers  with  a  maximum  of  15  on  Jan  6th 
1963.  Recent  maximum  of  eight  during  cold  weather  on  Feb  15th  1991. 

Ruff.  Singles  seen  occasionally  in  the  1960s  . with  maxima  of  six  on  Dec  27th 
1964  rising  to  eight  the  next  day.  Only  one  recent  record  of  a  pair  flying  over  on 
Oct  3rd  1989. 

Jack  Snipe.  One  to  three  each  winter  until  1950s.  In  the  early  1960s  there  were 
larger  wintering  flocks,  up  to  41  birds  with  smaller  numbers  at  the  end  of  the 
decade.  Recent  records  involve  singles  in  autumn  1989  and  January /February 
1990  with  up  to  four  wintering  from  November  1990  to  April  1991  and  up  to  two 
from  December  1991  into  1992. 

Snipe.  Flocks  of  30  to  40  were  present  each  winter  in  the  1930s  and  was 
suspected  to  breed  in  1934  and  1938.  Large  winter  flocks  of  up  to  700  in  January 
1960  had  declined  to  only  50  by  1965.  Now  usually  occurs  in  small  numbers 
during  the  winter.  Recent  maximum  of  20  during  cold  weather  in  February  1991. 

Woodcock.  Occasional  winter/passage  visitor. 

Black-tailed  Godwit.  Only  one  record  involving  13  birds  on  a  flooded  field  on 
Mar  15th  1947  which  left  early  the  next  day. 

Bar-tailed  Godwit.  Eight  flew  south  on  Dec  28th  1965  and  four  present  on  Feb 
15th  1991. 

Whimbrel.  Three  spring  records  all  of  fly-over  birds:  seven  on  May  2nd  1959. 
two  on  May  2nd  1990  and  one  on  May  3rd  1990. 

Curlew.  Rare  visitor  mainly  in  winter.  Singles  in  February  and  March  1947.  two 
flew  NW  on  July  11th  1960,  seven  flew  W  on  Jan  27th  1962  and  a  few  other 
records  of  one  to  two  birds  during  winter  and  spring  in  the  1960s.  Only  one  recent 
record  of  a  single  bird  from  Feb  1 1th  to  24th  1991  during  a  spell  of  cold  weather. 

Spotted  Redshank.  One  on  Aug  6th  1989  and  four  on  Aug  20th  1991. 

Redshank.  A  few  recent  records  of  passage  birds  since  spring  1990.  Previously 
recorded  occasionally  in  small  numbers  with  a  pair  possibly  breeding  in  1958. 
Maximum  of  six  on  Jan  4th  1963. 
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Greenshank.  Singles  from  Aug  17th  to  25th  1963,  Aug  14th  to  26th  1964  and 
Aug  1st  1965.  Occasional  passage  birds  since  1989,  with  a  maximum  of  two  on 
Sept  1st  1991. 

Green  Sandpiper.  One  to  two  birds  occasionally  seen  on  passage  mainly  in 
autumn.  A  single  bird  wintered  in  1962/63. 

Wood  Sandpiper.  One  on  Aug  16th  1961. 

Common  Sandpiper.  Previously  recorded  most  years  in  July  and  August  with  a 
maximum  of  20  on  July  19th  1964.  One  winter  record  on  Jan  20th  1963.  In 
recent  years  one  or  two  birds  are  regular  in  spring  (late  April  and  May)  and 
autumn  (July  to  mid-October)  with  a  maximum  of  five  on  Aug  7th  1991. 

Turnstone.  Six  feeding  on  a  wet  field  on  Dec  28th  1962. 

Mediterranean  Gull.  Singles  on  Feb  23rd  1990  and  Jan  26th  1992. 

Black-headed  Gull.  Formerly  wintered  in  large  numbers  with  up  to  1 ,000  on  the 
refuse  dump  in  the  1930s.  Nowadays  about  200  visit  the  lake  and  playing  fields 
in  winter.  Absent  from  mid-April  to  mid-June. 

Common  Gull.  A  few  birds  are  present  with  Black-headed  Gulls  in  winter. 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull.  A  few  birds  are  present  in  winter. 

Herring  Gull.  Between  5-600  birds  wintered  on  the  refuse  dump  in  1930s.  Now 
only  an  occasional  visitor. 

Yellow-legged  Herring  Gull.  One  on  Aug  2nd  1990. 

•N 

Great  Black-backed  Gull.  Occasional  visitor. 

Kittiwake.  Singles  on  Aug  27th  1964  and  Nov  22nd  1991. 

Common  Tern.  On  the  “tern  day”  of  May  2nd  1990,  30+  birds  moved  through 
with  odd  birds  on  other  dates  during  spring  1990  and  autumn  1991. 

Arctic  Tern.  Seventeen  on  May  2nd  1990. 

Little  Tern.  Two  on  May  2nd  1990. 

Black  Tern.  Three  records:  one  on  May  24th  1964,  at  least  six  on  May  2nd  and 
one  on  May  3rd  1990. 

Feral  Pigeon.  Resident  breeding  species. 

Stock  Dove.  Up  until  1990  this  was  only  an  occasional  visitor  but  a  pair  probably 
bred  in  1990  and  1991.  Flocks  of  about  ten  birds  developed  during  winters  1990- 
91  and  1991-92. 

Woodpigeon.  Resident  breeding  species. 

Collared  Dove.  Occasional  visitor  in  recent  years.  South  Norwood  seems  to  be 
on  the  edge  of  this  species’  expansion  into  London  with  no  definite  signs  of 
breeding  yet  but  possibly  a  pair  in  the  cemetery  in  1992. 

Turtle  Dove.  Occasionally  seen  on  passage. 

Ring-necked  Parakeet.  Single  birds  seen  occasionally  since  the  first  in  August 
1990. 

Cuckoo.  Occasional  passage  visitor.  Some  juveniles  have  been  recorded  in  the 
autumn. 
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Barn  Owl.  A  pair  bred  in  the  cemetery  in  most  years  between  1949  and  1954  and 
a  pair  which  was  seen  in  1960-62  bred  successfully  at  Norwood  Junction  Station 
in  1961.  Also  recorded  in  1935-36  and  1963-64. 

Little  Owl.  Regular  during  autumn  1936  and  1963  with  one  isolated  record  on 
Mar  22nd  1965.  The  only  recent  records  are  of  singles  on  Nov  12th  1989  and 
Nov  9th  1991. 

Tawny  Owl.  Probably  resident  in  the  cemetery  area  but  there  are  infrequent 
records.  A  pair  which  nested  in  1962  had  its  eggs  predated. 

Short-eared  Owl.  Singles  on  Apr  21st  1982,  from  Mar  26th  to  Apr  8th  1989  and 
Nov  9th  to  16th  1991. 

Swift.  Regular  summer  visitor  with  about  50  birds  feeding  over  the  area. 
Recorded  between  Apr  26th  and  Sept  14th. 

Kingfisher.  Occasional  visitor  to  the  lake  since  1989,  mainly  during  post-breeding 
dispersal  but  there  is  one  record  from  May  and  birds  are  being  seen  increasingly 
during  the  winter  months.  Two  birds  seen  together  during  February  1992. 

Green  Woodpecker.  Resident  species  breeding  most  years  in  the  cemetery  area. 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker.  Resident  breeding  species  since  1989  and  formerly 
an  infrequent  visitor. 

Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker.  Probably  resident  and  suspected  of  breeding  in 
1991. 

Skylark.  Formerly,  up  to  200  occurred  in  winter  and  breeding  was  suspected  in 
1936  and  1937.  Nowadays,  a  few  pairs  breed  and  a  flock  of  up  to  50  birds  spend 
the  winter  on  the  meadows. 

Sand  Martin.  Passage  migrant  in  small  numbers,  more  frequent  since  the 
completion  of  the  lake.  Maximum  of  14  flying  NW  on  Apr  20th  1964. 

Swallow.  Two  or  three  pairs  bred  during  the  1930s  and  early  1960s  but  now  seen 
only  on  passage.  The  loss  of  suitable  buildings  for  breeding  probably  accounts 
for  the  change  of  status. 

House  Martin.  Passage  migrant  and  summer  visitor,  using  the  site  as  a  feeding 
area.  Some  birds  breed  on  houses  in  South  Norwood  close  to  the  Country  Park. 

Tree  Pipit.  Only  two  records:  spring  1935  and  two  on  Apr  15th  1990. 

Meadow  Pipit.  Four  pairs  bred  in  1957  and  there  was  a  pair  during  summers 
1960  and  1965  but  no  evidence  of  breeding.  Up  to  300  birds  wintered  during  the 
1960s.  In  recent  years  only  about  30  birds  have  wintered  with  occasional  summer 
records  also. 

Rock  Pipit.  Singles  on  Mar  20th  and  21st  1990  and  April  10th  1992.  The  first 
bird  was  identified  as  the  Scandinavian  race  littoralis. 

Rock\Water  Pipit.  Two  not  specifically  identified  on  Nov  21st  1965. 

Water  Pipit.  One  on  Dec  28th  1964. 

Yellow  Wagtail.  Two  to  three  pairs  nested  up  until  1962.  Since  then  only  seen 
on  passage  between  Apr  13th  and  Oct  4th  with  most  sightings  being  of  fly-over 
birds  although  there  have  been  parties  of  up  to  ten  near  the  lake.  Again  loss  of 
habitat  appears  to  account  for  the  change  of  status. 
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Grey  Wagtail.  Breeding  was  suspected  or  confirmed  in  each  year  between  1933 
and  1937.  Previously  regular  in  winter  with  up  to  nine  in  1964  but  now  only  a 
single  bird  winters.  One  pair  bred  near  Elmers  End  Station  in  1991  and  1992  - 
probably  an  expansion  from  the  nearby  River  Ravensbourne  as  it  and  its 
tributaries  are  known  to  hold  several  pairs. 

Pied  Wagtail.  At  least  one  pair  breeds  in  the  area.  White  Wagtails  are 
occasionally  seen  on  spring  passage.  There  are  no  longer  the  regular  winter 
flocks  of  30  to  40  birds  which  were  recorded  while  the  sewage  farm  was  active. 

Waxwing.  Four  birds  which  were  seen  briefly  on  Dec  28th  1991  flew  into  the 
cemetery. 

Wren.  Resident  breeder. 

Dunnock.  Resident  breeder. 

Robin.  Resident  breeder. 

Nightingale.  Singles  on  Apr  26th  1965,  Apr  18th  1966,  Apr  5th  1985  and  May 
11th  1991. 

Black  Redstart.  Singles  on  Mar  30th  1959,  Mar  27th  1967,  Apr  5th  1985  and 
Apr  15th  1986  and  two  in  early  March  1991. 

Redstart.  A  male  on  Apr  10th  1965  and  singles  on  Sept  27th  1973  and  Sept  9th 
1989. 

Whinchat.  Regular  passage  migrant  with  most  in  autumn.  Single  birds  recorded 
in  spring  and  a  small  group  normally  lingers  in  autumn  (extreme  dates  Apr  28th ' 
and  May  14th;  July  29th  and  Oct  16th). 

Stonechat.  Mainly  a  passage  visitor  but  some  birds  overwinter.  Bred  from  mid- 
1970s  to  1986. 

Wheatear.  Passage  migrant  recorded  more  often  in  spring  than  in  autumn. 
Earliest  spring  date  Mar  16th  and  latest  autumn  date  Nov  4th.  Occasional 
records  of  birds  of  the  Greenland  race  in  spring. 

Ring  Ouzel.  Rare  passage  migrant.  Singles  recorded  on  Apr  3rd  1988,  Oct  31st 
1989,  Oct  3rd  to  5th  1990,  on  two  dates  in  October  1991  and  Apr  26th  1992. 

Blackbird.  Resident  breeder. 

Fieldfare.  Up  to  100  were  recorded  each  winter  when  the  sewage  farm  was 
active  with  a  maximum  of  1,000  flying  NW  on  Nov  4th  and  5th  1961.  In  recent 
years  small  numbers  recorded  between  Sept  4th  and  Apr  29th  with  a  maximum 
count  of  300+  flying  over  on  Oct  9th  1990. 

Song  Thrush.  Resident  breeder. 

Redwing.  Formerly,  up  to  150  wintered  but  now  only  seen  in  small  numbers.  A 
flock  of  up  to  80  birds  developed  by  early  March  1992. 

Mistle  Thrush.  One  to  two  pairs  breed. 

Grasshopper  Warbler.  Occasional  passage  migrant,  seen  or  heard  in  most  years. 

Sedge  Warbler.  A  pair  bred  in  1936  and  another  possibly  bred  in  1951.  Two  birds 
present  on  Aug  12th  1962  were  reported  as  ‘the  first  autumn  passage  here’.  Several 
pairs  now  breed  each  year.  There  was  a  very  early  bird  on  Mar  23rd  1992. 
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Reed  Warbler.  This  species  has  increased  since  the  1930s  when  there  was  no 
‘suitable  breeding  habitat’.  Occasionally  seen  in  summer  during  the  1980s 
leading  to  several  pairs  in  1991  with  two  (possibly  four)  pairs  breeding.  There  is, 
however,  an  uncorroborated  suggestion  of  breeding  in  the  1970s. 

Dartford  Warbler.  One  on  Dec  24th  1990. 

Lesser  Whitethroat.  One  pair  breeds  and  also  seen  on  passage. 

Whitethroat.  Up  to  18  pairs  bred  in  1990,  having  increased  from  six  pairs  in 
mid-1980s  in  line  with  the  national  population.  Occurs  on  passage  also. 

Garden  Warbler.  Passage  migrant  only  but  there  was  a  singing  male  for  several 
days  in  1991. 

Blackcap.  Several  pairs  breed  mainly  along  the  north-western  edge  of  the  site. 

Chiffchaff.  Mainly  seen  on  passage  but  one  pair  stayed  to  breed  in  1990.  A  few 
winter  records  with  birds  showing  characteristics  of  the  eastern  race  tristis  since 
late  1990  with  two  on  Dec  29th  1990. 

Willow  Warbler.  There  were  no  breeding  records  while  the  sewage  farm  was 
active  but  now  breeds  in  small  numbers  although  surprisingly  absent  in  1991. 

Goldcrest.  Breeds  in  the  cemetery  with  a  few  birds  wintering. 

Firecrest.  Singles  on  on  May  15th  1983  and  Mar  30th  1990. 

Spotted  Flycatcher.  A  pair  bred  in  1951  -  ‘the  first  recorded  here'  and  a  pair 
also  bred  in  1977.  Otherwise  it  is  an  occasional  passage  migrant. 

Bearded  Tit.  A  male  and  a  female  on  Oct  16th  1965. 

Long-tailed  Tit.  At  least  one  pair  breeds. 

Coal  Tit.  Reported  as  an  infrequent  autumn  visitor  during  the  1930s.  Now  breeds 
in  the  cemetery. 

Blue  Tit.  Common  breeding  species. 

Great  Tit.  Common  breeding  species. 

Nuthatch.  Occasional  records  mainly  from  the  cemetery  area  where  there  was  a 
pair  during  summer  1991. 

Treecreeper.  A  single  bird  seen  between  Oct  30th  and  Nov  3rd  1990  was 
probably  present  for  longer.  Other  information  suggests  that  they  may  have  bred 
in  the  cemetery. 

Red-backed  Shrike.  An  immature  on  Aug  30th  1936  and  a  male  on  May  5th 
1963. 

Great  Grey  Shrike.  One  from  Oct  27th  1991  to  Apr  5th  1992. 

Jay.  One  or  two  pairs  breed  in  the  cemetery  area. 

Magpie.  First  reported  in  1951  but  they  were  still  rare  nine  years  later  as  one  on 
July  2nd  and  two  on  July  17th  1960  were  reported  as  ‘probably  the  first  records 
for  this  Sewage  Farm’.  Corresponding  with  a  marked  increase  in  the  London 
Area  since  the  1968-72  Breeding  Atlas,  it  is  now  a  common  resident  breeding 
species.  At  least  one  leucistic  bird  seen  regularly  up  to  the  end  of  1991. 
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Jackdaw.  Several  pairs  nested  from  1935-38  and  there  were  up  to  200  in  winter, 
mainly  with  Rooks  on  the  former  refuse  dump.  Now  only  recorded  occasionally 
with  up  to  three  birds  seen. 

Rook.  A  few  pairs  present  from  1935-38  and  up  to  100  on  the  refuse  dump 
throughout  the  1930s.  This  species  has  declined  to  the  status  of  very  rare  visitor 
with  the  only  recent  records  being  of  singles  on  Mar  1st  1987  and  Mar  5th  and 
6th  1992. 

Carrion  Crow.  Resident  breeding  species.  Fifty  or  more  birds  are  present  for 
most  of  the  year.  Hooded  Crows  were  recorded  in  1935,  1936  and  1937. 

Starling.  Common  resident  breeder. 

House  Sparrow.  Common  resident  breeder. 

Tree  Sparrow.  This  species  has  undergone  several  changes  of  status  over  the 
years.  In  the  1930s  there  were  winter  flocks  of  up  to  200  birds  but  no  summer 
records.  Up  to  24  pairs  nested  in  the  cemetery  and  Sewage  Farm  during  the 
1960s  but  by  the  mid-1980s  they  had  deserted  the  site  completely.  Several  pairs 
now  breed  (since  1989)  and  there  is  a  wintering  flock  of  up  to  100  (since  1988). 
The  recent  re-colonisation  is  probably  related  to  the  soil  disturbance  in  late  1988 
which  brought  in  the  first  wintering  flock  for  many  years,  some  of  which  stayed 
on  during  the  following  summer.  The  return  of  this  as  a  breeding  species  goes 
against  a  more  general  decline  the  London  Area.  The  loss  of  the  dead  tree  (where 
two  to  four  pairs  bred)  in  December  1991  may  cause  yet  another  change  of  status. 

Chaffinch.  The  winter  status  of  this  species  has  fluctuated  greatly  in  recent 
years.  Most  winters  see  only  a  few  birds  but  there  were  flocks  of  up  to  200  in  ' 
winter  1988/89  and  again  in  winter  1989/90,  when  there  was  large  amount  of  soil 
disturbance  in  connection  with  the  conversion  to  a  country  park  (cf  Tree 
Sparrow). 

Brambling.  These  were  recorded  in  most  years  during  the  1960s  with  maxima  of 
45  on  Mar  12th  1950,  50  in  early  1960  and  25  on  Feb  27th  1965.  More  recently  a 
few  associated  with  the  large  Chaffinch  flocks  in  winters  1988/89  and  1989/90 
and  there  were  occasional  single  birds  in  winter  1991-92. 

Greenfinch.  Resident  in  small  numbers  with  a  few  pairs  breeding,  having 
previously  been  mainly  a  winter  visitor. 

Goldfinch.  This  species  has  increased  since  it  was  reported  as  ‘an  erratic  visitor’ 
during  the  1930s.  It  is  now  most  common  in  late  summer/autumn  when  up  to  200 
feed  on  thistle  heads  but  a  few  pairs  now  breed  and  some  overwinter. 

Linnet.  Resident  breeder  with  winter  flocks  of  up  to  200  in  most  years. 

Redpoll.  Recently  only  an  occasional  winter  visitor,  formerly  more  frequent. 
There  were  up  to  20,  including  one  ‘mealy’  type  from  Mar  13th  to  Apr  8th  1962. 
Also  a  flock  of  20  during  cold  weather  in  December  1991. 

Bullfinch.  A  few  pairs  breed. 

Snow  Bunting.  A  male  from  Nov  15th  to  17th  1955  and  a  female  on  Nov  3rd 
and  4th  1962. 

Yellowhammer.  Infrequent  visitor  with  singles  on  Jan  17th  1987,  Oct  2nd  1988, 
Nov  10th  1991  and  Mar  13th  1992  being  the  most  recent  records.  Supposedly  bred 
at  some  time  during  the  period  1966  to  1980  but  no  documentary  evidence  found. 
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Reed  Bunting.  Resident  with  about  ten  pairs  breeding  each  year. 

Corn  Bunting.  Since  closure  of  the  sewage  farm  a  small  roost  has  developed  in 
winter  with  as  maximum  of  70  in  January  1985.  Recorded  between  Oct  18th  and 
April  14th. 

RECORDS  RELATING  TO  ESCAPES/HYBRIDS 
Black  Swan.  One  on  Aug  30th  1990. 

Bar-headed  Goose.  Two  during  autumn/winter  1989/90  and  one  in  late 
summer/autumn  1990  and  in  1991. 

Aythya  hybrids.  Several  records. 

Buzzard.  A  falconer  reported  losing  a  bird  at  the  Country  Park  on  Sept  21st 
1990.  There  were  at  least  two  reports  of  this  species  to  Birdline  South  East  in 
September  1991  and  one  observer  apparently  approached  this  bird  to  within  15 
metres  and  noted  that  it  did  not  have  obvious  signs  of  captivity  (apart  from  its 
tameness!). 

Budgerigar.  Several  sightings. 

Amazon  Parrot  sp.  One  on  Sept  16th  1990. 

Cockatiel.  Singles  on  two  dates  in  November  1991  and  on  Apr  27th  1992. 

Yellow-eyed  Canary.  One  present  from  Sept  3rd  1990  to  January  1991.  This 
bird  was  later  found  dead. 
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POSTSCRIPT.  The  1992  breeding  season  brought  mixed  fortunes  to  some  of 
the  species  detailed  in  the  systematic  list.  The  Great  Crested  Grebes  gave  up 
trying  to  nest  and,  although  one  to  three  birds  were  seen  regularly  during  the 
summer  there  has  been  no  further  attempt  at  breeding.  Good  news  for  them,  but 
potentially  bad  news  for  others,  was  the  increased  colonisation  by  Canada  Geese 
with  four  pairs  raising  16  young.  Reed  Warblers  also  went  from  strength  to 
strength,  increasing  to  at  least  ten  territories.  On  the  downside,  Tree  Sparrows 
failed  to  nest  anywhere  in  the  Country  Park,  having  abandoned  three  other  sites 
in  addition  to  the  dead  tree. 

J.  Birkett,  215  Harrington  Road,  South  Norwood,  London,  SE25  4NN. 
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Coots  in 

St.  James’s  Park 

P.  J.  Oliver 


INTRODUCTION  AND  METHODS 

In  a  previous  paper  (Oliver,  1987)  I  described,  inter  alia ,  the  history  of  the  Coot 
Fulica  atra  population  in  St  James’s  Park  between  1977-78  and  1985-86, 
showing  that  numbers  increased  sharply  from  1981-82  and  were  much  greater 
than  when  Cramp  (1947)  studied  this  species  in  the  park  in  1943  and  1944.  Since 
1985-86  I  have  continued  to  count  the  Coot  population  at  approximately  monthly 
intervals  and  have  paid  particular  attention  to  the  breeding  population.  In  this 
account,  I  summarise  the  data  to  1990-91,  which  reveals  a  continuing  increase  in 
numbers,  and  gives  information  on  nesting  density,  nest  sites  and,  to  a  limited 
degree,  on  productivity.  Counts  were  not  made  sufficiently  frequently  to  assess 
initial  brood  sizes  and  subsequent  mortality.  Data  for  the  seasons  1977-78  to 
1985-86  are  taken  from  my  earlier  paper  and,  following  the  convention  of  that 
paper,  the  annual  counts  are  presented  from  July  to  June. 

A  full  account  of  St  James’s  Park  may  be  found  in  Simms  (1974)  and,  so  far 
as  it  affects  the  Coot  and  other  waterbirds  in  Oliver  {op.  cit.).  The  lake  remained 
undrained  between  1982  and  December  1990,  when  first  the  eastern  half  and 
then,  in  March  1991  the  western  half,  were  completely  drained.  Some  water  was 
returned  to  the  eastern  half  in  February  1991,  but  neither  part  was  restored  to  its 
normal  depth  of  water  until  early  May.  Furthermore,  in  March  and  April  1991. 
wholesale  clearance  of  all  the  fallen  trees  and  branches  around  the  lake  took 
place  and  all  the  shrubbery  at  the  water’s  edge  was  severely  pruned  back  or,  in 
many  cases,  removed  completely.  Thus,  at  the  time  of  peak  nest  building  in 
April,  the  Coots  were  faced  with  a  severe  shortage  of  suitable  nest  sites  and  many 
of  those  still  available  had  insufficient  water  depth  around  them. 

THE  ANNUAL  POPULATION 

The  absolute  annual  maximum  counts  from  1977-78  to  1990-91  are  presented  in 
Table  1,  while  the  average  and  peak  monthly  counts  for  the  seasons  1986-87  to 
1990-91  are  shown  in  Table  2.  The  monthly  figures  are  compared  in  Figures  1 
and  2  with  those  for  the  seasons  1977-78  to  1985-86.  It  will  at  once  be  seen  that 
the  average  population  has  continued  to  grow,  being  substantially  higher  in  the 
later  period  in  every  month  except  May,  the  month  of  peak  hatching  (see  later). 
The  peak  counts  also  show  a  similar,  though  smaller  increase. 

Table  1.  Peak  counts  of  Coots  in  St  James’s  Park  each  season. 


1977-78 

80 

1985-85 

182 

1978-79 

89 

1985-86 

168 

1979-80 

77 

1986-87 

193 

1980-81 

67 

1988-89 

195 

1982-83 

105 

1989-90 

186 

1983-84 

123 

1990-91 

204 

Data  from  1987  to  1986  from  Oliver,  1987 
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Table  2.  Average  and  peak  monthly  counts  of  Coots  in  St  James’s  Park 
1986-87  to  1990-91. 


J 

A 

S 

0 

N 

D 

J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

Average 

150 

132 

144 

159 

176 

163 

164 

145 

148 

154 

82 

121 

Peak 

188 

163 

171 

166 

200 

178 

202 

169 

204 

165 

95 

128 

The  mean  percentage  increase  between  the  two  periods  was  44%  in  the  monthly 
average  counts  and  16%  in  the  monthly  peak  counts.  There  has  been  some  shift 
in  the  seasonal  pattern  of  occurrence.  In  the  period  1977-78  to  1985-86  there  was 
a  clear  build  up  to  a  peak  in  the  average  numbers  in  January  whereas  in  the  five 
subsequent  seasons,  the  highest  average  numbers  occurred  in  November  (Figure 
1).  This  change  is  also  apparent  in  the  month  in  which  the  highest  count 
occurred.  Data  were  insufficient  to  identify  this  reliably  prior  to  1983-84  but  in 
that  and  the  two  subsequent  seasons,  the  peak  occurred  in  January,  whereas  in  the 
period  now  under  review  the  peak  occurred  twice  in  November  and  once  each  in 
December,  January  and  March.  Possibly  this  is  a  reflection  of  the  recent  run  of 
mild  winters,  the  late  autumn  numbers  not  being  augmented  by  sustained  cold 
weather  influxes  in  mid-winter.  The  fact  that  the  largest  numbers  usually  occur  in 
winter  is  consistent  with  the  findings  of  Homes  et  al  (1957)  for  the  whole  of  the 
London  Area,  and  also  for  Surrey  (Parr,  1972),  though  contrasts  with  the 
situation  found  in  North  Kent  and  Essex,  where  frequently  the  greatest  numbers 
appear  in  the  autumn  (Oliver,  1991  and  Cox,  1984). 


Figure  1. 

Average  monthly  counts  of  Coots  at  St.  James’s  Park 
□ - Q  1977  -  78 to  1985  -  86  4 - 4  1986 - 87 to  1990 - 91 
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Figure  2. 

Peak  monthly  counts  of  Coots  at  St.  James’s  Park 
□ - 0  1977  -  78  to  1985  -  86  4 - ♦  1986  -  87  to  1990  -  91 


THE  BREEDING  POPULATION 

The  growth  in  the  numbers  present  throughout  the  year  was  also  reflected,  down 
to  1990,  in  the  breeding  population,  as  measured  by  the  number  of  occupied  nests 
in  late  April  or  May  each  year.  Whereas  numbers  were  relatively  constant  at 
around  the  average  of  21  (range  16  to  29)  between  1979-1986,  the  average  for  the 
subsequent  four  years  was  28  (range  22  to  34).  In  1991,  presumably  because  of 
the  sharp  deterioration  in  the  suitability  of  the  habitat  for  nesting,  the  number  of 
completely  built  occupied  nests  declined  sharply  to  only  seven.  Figures  for  each 
year  are  given  in  Table  3.  I  noted  in  my  earlier  paper  that  each  year  a  number  of 
half-formed  nests  were  built  in  exposed  sites  on  the  banks  of  the  lake  and  that 
these  were  never  completed  nor  laid  in.  This  practice  has  continued  but  although 
such  nests  usually  numbered  no  more  than  three  or  four,  there  were  as  many  as 
ten  in  1989.  In  1990,  although  numbers  returned  to  a  more  normal  four,  two  of 
these  were  built  on  lawns  well  away  from  water  (12  and  30  metres  respectively 
from  the  lake  edge)  and  on  the  further  side  from  the  lake  of  a  busy  tarmac 
footpath.  Furthermore,  another  of  these  half-built  nests  built,  more  usually,  on  the 
bare  bank  at  the  base  of  a  tree,  was  eventually  completed  and  a  clutch  laid;  at 
least  one  chick  hatched  but  the  eventual  success  is  not  known.  In  1991,  the 
number  of  such  half-built  nests  increased  sharply  to  18.  This  was  presumably  a 
result  of  the  shortage  of  sites  suitable  for  fully  complete  nests. 
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Table  3.  Number  of  occupied  Coot’s  nests  in  St  James’s  Park,  1979-91. 


1979  - 

22 

1986 

-  21 

1980  - 

21 

1987 

-  22 

1981  - 

no  count 

1988 

-  34 

1982  - 

16 

1989 

-  29 

1983  - 

19 

1990 

-  28 

1984  - 

19 

1991 

-  7 

1985  - 

29 

Data  for  1979  to  1986  from  Oliver,  1987 

The  situations  in  which  both  complete  and  incomplete  nests  were  built  in  the  years 
1988  to  1990  are  analysed  in  Table  4.  The  total  includes  fully  built  nests 
subsequently  abandoned  and  thus  exceeds  the  total  given  in  Table  3.  Almost  all 
completed  nests  were  built  on  the  lake  itself  and  nearly  four-fifths  were  under 
overhanging  trees  or  bushes,  mostly  supported  on  branches  drooping  down  to  the 
water.  Such  situations  are  doubtless  preferred  for  the  protection  they  give  from 
disturbance  from  both  humans  and  from  potential  mammalian  predators  such  as 
Grey  Squirrels  Sciurus  carolinensis  and  Brown  Rats  Rattus  norvegicus  both  of 
which  are  present  in  the  park.  In  less  artificial  habitats,  nests  are  normally 
concealed  by  emergent  vegetation  (Cramp  and  Simmons,  1979)  but  all  but  one  of 
the  sites  used  in  the  park  were  partially  or  fully  in  view  of  the  bank;  the  exception 
was  below  an  overhanging  deciduous  shrub,  the  leaves  of  which  eventually  totally 
concealed  the  nest.  Because  my  observations  were  insufficiently  frequent  to  assess 
hatching  and  brood  success,  I  cannot  judge  whether  these  preferred  sites  produced 
more  young  than  the  less  favoured  sites,  but  my  impression  is  that  hatching 
success  was  greater.  Many  of  the  sites  are  used  year  after  year.  I  did  not  keep 
precise  records  of  the  position  of  nests  before  1988,  but  I  am  aware  of  at  least 
three  sites  where  nests  have  been  built  on  partly  submerged,  overhanging  branches 
of  the  same  trees  every  year  between  1977  and  1990.  Details  of  the  consistency  of 
use  of  sites  in  the  three  years  1988  to  1990  are  given  in  Table  5  from  which  it  will 
be  seen  that  almost  a  quarter  of  completed  nests  were  built  upon  the  same  site  in 
all  three  years.  As  a  result  of  the  clearance  in  1991  of  virtually  all  the  fallen 
branches  that  provided  the  favourite  nest  sites  only  one  site  used  in  each  of  the 
previous  three  seasons  was  used  in  that  year,  but  none  of  those  used  continuously 
since  1977  remained  suitable.  The  same  territories  are  reported  to  be  used  in 
succeeding  years  (Cramp  and  Simmons,  op  cit.)  but  the  length  of  time  that  at  least 
some  of  the  sites  have  been  used  suggests  that  these  are  favoured  by  succeeding 
generations  of  Coots  and  not  just  the  same  individuals  (Cramp  and  Simmons  op. 
cit.  give  a  maximum  of  annual  adult  survival  rate  of  78%). 

Table  4.  Analysis  of  nest  sites  of  Coots  in  St.  James’s  Park,  1988  to  1991. 

Fully  Completed  Incomplete 

nests  nests 

Built  on  lake: 


under  overhanging  bush  or  tree 

75 

(75%) 

beneath  tree,  but  with  no  low  overhanging  branches 

3 

(3%) 

on  fallen  branch  in  open  water 

on  fountain,  submerged  pipe  or  slab  of  concrete 

4 

(4%) 

below  surface  with  no  nearby  vegetation 

11 

(11%) 

3 

(7%) 

on  clump  of  iris 

1 

(1%) 

Built  on  land: 

on  lakeside  at  base  of  tree  trunk  or  shrub 

6 

(6%) 

21 

(53%) 

on  open  bank  or  lawn 

16 

(40%) 
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Table  5.  Number  and  percentage  of  Coot’s  nest  sites  used  each  vear,  St 
James’s  Park,  1988  to  1$90. 


Used  in: 


One  year  only 

30 

(39%) 

two  consecutive  years 

19 

(37%) 

three  years 

12 

(24%) 

The  mean  nearest  neighbour  distances  between  nests  (assessed  by  pacing  and  by 
reference  to  large  scale  maps)  were  24m.  (range  5.5m.  to  43m.)  in  1988,  23m. 
(range  9m.  to  74m.)  in  1989  and  27m.  (range  12m.  to  49m.)  in  1990.  In 
calculating  these  figures  I  ignored  distances  between  nests  on  opposite  shores  of 
the  lake  as  it  was  obvious  that  territorial  encounters  were  more  pronounced 
between  neighbours  along  the  shoreline  than  between  pairs  with  open  water 
separating  their  nests.  The  figures  therefore,  for  the  most  part,  refer  to  shore 
lengths  between  nests;  they  are  consistent  with  those  given  by  Cramp  and 
Simmons  {op.  cit.).  The  shortest  distances  each  year  refer  to  nests  built  on  the 
opposite  sides  of  large  willow  trees  salix  sp.  whose  branches  drooped  to  the  water 
and  thus  prevented  the  adults  from  seeing  each  other  either  clearly,  or  at  all,  when 
they  were  on  the  nests.  Average  territory  sizes  (calculated  by  dividing  the  area  of 
the  whole  lake  by  the  number  of  pairs  with  fully  completed  nests)  of  0.15  hectare 
in  1988,  0.17  in  1989  and  0.18  in  1990  are  at  the  lower  end  of  the  range  given  by 
Cramp  and  Simmons.  In  fact,  the  figures  slightly  overstate  territory  size  for  they 
assume  the  whole  of  the  lake  area  was  defended  whereas  parts  of  the  south-eastern 
area  and  some  of  the  west  end  of  the  north  shore  were  rarely  used. 

Because  the  contents  of  most  nests  were  not  visible  from  the  banks,  I  have  no 
data  on  laying  dates  or  clutch  size.  In  1987,  however,  an  adult  appeared  to  be 
incubating  on  a  fully  built  nest  as  early  as  Jan  6th,  and  three  appeared  to  be  doing 
so  by  Feb  17th  in  the  following  year.  The  earliest  date  I  recorded  newly  hatched 
broods,  however,  was  not  until  Apr  26th  (in  both  1988  and  1990)  so  allowing  for 
an  incubation  period  of  21  to  24  days  (Cramp  and  Simmons,  op.  cit.)  it  seems 
unlikely  that  these  early  sitting  birds  in  fact  had  eggs.  The  month  of  appearance 
of  20  newly  hatched  broods  in  1988  to  1990  (I  made  no  relevant  observations  in 
1991)  is  shown  in  Table  6  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  over  half  appeared  in 
May,  implying  peak  laying  in  late  April  or  early  May.  This  is  earlier  than  Sage 
(1969)  reported  from  Hilfield  Park  Reservoir,  Hertfordshire  where  more  than  half 
the  clutches  were  completed  between  May  26th  and  June  15th.  The  latest  date  I 
recorded  for  a  newly  hatched  chick  was  Sept  10th  1987  (and  thus  not  included  in 
Table  6). 

Table  6.  Monthly  distribution  of  newly  hatched  broods  of  coots,  St  James's 
Park,  1988  to  1990. 

April  May  June  July 

3  (15%)  11  (55%)  5  (25%)  1  (5%) 

Productivity  is  apparently  low.  I  have  already  (Oliver  op. cit.)  reported  E.  H. 
Gillam’s  finding  that  no  more  than  one  young  per  brood  was,  on  average,  reared 
in  the  1970s.  In  1988  there  were  48  young  on  July  12th,  out  of  34  nesting  pairs, 
but  none  of  those  was  by  that  date  independent.  I  have  no  comparable  data  for 
1989,  but  in  the  following  year  I  counted  only  nine  young  on  July  5th  out  of  28 
pairs;  of  those,  seven  were  already  independent. 
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DISCUSSION 

In  the  peak  laying  month  of  May,  both  the  average  and  the  peak  counts  were 
almost  the  same  in  the  two  periods  reviewed  (this  paper  and  my  previous  one). 
Thus,  the  increase  in  numbers  in  the  remainder  of  the  year  evidently  relates  to 
birds  that  summer  elsewhere.  The  increase  in  the  non-breeding  season  numbers, 
which  have  consistently  reached  their  highest  in  the  winter,  commenced  in  1981- 
82.  It  was  not  until  the  1985  breeding  season,  however,  that  the  number  of 
nesting  pairs  showed  a  sharp  increase  and  not  until  1988  that  consistently  higher 
numbers  nested.  That  spring  there  were  many  more  fallen  branches  lying  in  the 
water’s  edge  following  the  great  storm  of  October  1987  and  it  seems  plausible  to 
connect  the  greater  number  of  completed  nests  with  the  increased  availability  of 
suitable  sites.  This  is  supported  by  the  sharp  fall  in  the  number  of  completed 
nests  in  1991,  following  the  removal  of  nearly  all  suitable  sites.  In  his  study  of 
the  development  of  the  breeding  population  of  Coots  at  Hilfield  Park  Reservoir 
from  1952  to  1968,  Sage  (op.  cit .)  concluded  that  this  depended  almost  entirely 
on  the  establishment  and  spread  of  suitable  nesting  cover. 

There  must,  however,  have  been  some  other  factor  contributing  to  the  increase 
in  St  James’s  Park  for,  if  the  number  of  half-formed  nests  built  is  also  taken  into 
account,  the  increase  from  typically  three  or  four,  to  ten  in  1990  indicates  as 
many  as  38  pairs  attempting  to  nest  in  that  year.  Taking  half  built  nests  into 
account  in  1991  there  was  a  total  of  25  nests  (seven  complete  and  18  half  built), 
again  implying  that  the  number  of  pairs  building  complete  nests  was  limited  by 
the  availability  of  suitable  sites.  That  was  not  the  case  in  the  isolated  peak  of 
1985  when  there  were  only  three  half-built  nests,  though  interestingly,  one  of 
these  was  on  a  lawn  about  30m  from  the  water’s  edge.  As  a  result  of  the  increase 
in  nesting  pairs,  those  that  built  completed  nests  accounted  for  around  three- 
quarters  of  the  May  population  from  1988  to  1990  compared  with  around  half  or 
less  in  earlier  years. 

The  only  previous  detailed  study  of  Coots  in  St  James’s  Park  is  that  of  Cramp 
(1947).  I  have  noted  earlier  (Oliver  op.  cit.)  that  the  non-breeding  season  counts 
were,  from  1977-78  until  the  increase  of  1982-83,  similar  to  those  recorded  by 
him  in  1943  and  1944.  It  is  interesting  that  the  collapse  in  the  breeding 
population  in  1991  brought  the  number  of  nesting  pairs  down  to  about  the  same 
level  as  Cramp  found  almost  fifty  years  earlier.  Apart  from  the  availability  of 
nest  sites,  the  other  factor  that  commonly  affects  population  numbers  is  food 
supply.  Large  numbers  of  fish  were  introduced  into  the  lake  after  it  was  re-filled 
in  1982  (Oliver,  op.  cit.)  Since  numbers  began  to  increase  from  1982  -  83  this 
might  have  been  linked  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  fish,  though  that  seems 
unlikely  as  the  Coot  is  predominantly  vegetarian  and  fish  normally  forms  only  a 
very  small  part  of  its  diet  (Cramp  and  Simmons,  op.  cit.).  For  decades,  including 
during  World  War  Two,  food  has  been  provided  for  the  waterfowl  collection  both 
by  the  authorities  and  by  the  general  public  and  Coots  have  taken  full  advantage 
of  this.  While  the  increase  in  the  nesting  population  from  1988  to  1990  can, 
apparently,  be  at  least  partly  explained,  the  reasons  for  the  long  term  increase  in 
the  non-breeding  season  numbers  remains  a  mystery.  As  a  breeding  species  the 
Coot  has  probably  increased  in  eastern  England  in  recent  decades  and  this  has 
been  linked  to  the  greater  availability  of  flooded  gravel  pits  (Sharrock  1976), 
though  according  to  Marchant  et  al  (1990)  Coots  have  become  increasingly 
tolerant  of  human  presence  which  may  also  have  aided  their  expansion.  There 
was  also  thought  to  be  an  increase  in  the  national  wintering  population  in  1989- 
90  compared  with  the  previous  season  though  no  reasons  for  that  have  been 
suggested  (Stroud  and  Glue,  1991).  Whether  the  changes  in  fortune  of  this 
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species  in  St  James’s  Park  can  be  linked  with  these  national  trends  is  equally 
obscure.  It  will  be  fascinating  to  see  what  happens  in  the  future  in  St  James’s 
Park  as,  presumably,  nest  sites  gradually  become  more  abundant  with  the 
regrowth  of  shrubs  and  the  appearance  again  of  fallen  branches. 
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POSTSCRIPT:  although  only  a  few  branches  had  fallen  by  May  1992  the 
number  of  occupied  Coots’  nests  in  the  middle  of  that  month  had  rebounded  to 
25,  together  with  a  further  eight  incomplete  nests.  All  available  sites  on  the 
water  were  occupied,  but  these  accounted  for  only  32  per  cent  (eight  nests)  of 
those  fully  built  and  occupied,  compared  with  the  average  of  94  per  cent  on  the 
lake  itself  in  previous  years.  There  were  indications  that  more  secure  sites  were 
sought  on  land  than  in  previous  years.  Thus  on  the  western  island,  which  has  a 
total  shore  length  of  150  metres  and  where  no  more  than  two  pairs  have  nested  in 
earlier  years  (always  on  the  water),  there  were  four  complete  and  two  incomplete 
nests  on  the  bank.  There  was,  however,  the  incongruous  sight  of  a  Coot  sitting  on 
a  few  twigs  on  the  wholly  unsuitable  bare  concrete  bank  favoured  by  the  public 
for  feeding  waterfowl  (this  is  not  included  in  the  total  of  incomplete  nests 
referred  to  above).  It  seems,  therefore,  that  while  there  plainly  is  still  a  shortage 
of  nest  sites,  the  population  is  thriving  and  whatever  factors  have  led  to  its 
increase  continue  to  operate. 


P.J.  Oliver,  The  Briar  Patch,  Limpsfield  Chart,  Oxted,  Surrey  RH8  OTL. 
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The  Birdlife  of 
the  Inner  Thames 
-the  Rebirth 
Continues 
M.K.  Dennis 

INTRODUCTION 

During  the  last  50  years  there  has  been  a  welcome  transformation  of  the  Inner 
Thames  and  with  it  the  birds  that  use  the  river  for  feeding,  roosting,  breeding  and 
migration.  Prior  to  World  War  Two  the  River  Thames  below  Tower  Bridge  was 
little  more  than  an  open  sewer,  supporting  virtually  no  life  and  heavily  polluted 
by  sewage,  heavy  metals  and  other  industrial  effluent.  It  was  also  a  major 
thoroughfare  between  the  Port  of  London  and  the  open  sea  with  ocean-going 
trade  regularly  moving  up  and  down  the  busy  waterway.  Anti-pollution  initiatives 
began  to  make  some  headway  by  the  late  1950s  and  the  subsequent  improvement 
in  conditions  for  birdlife  in  particular  is  well  documented  (Grant  et  al  1974).  By 
the  end  of  1972  the  London  to  Tilbury  section  of  the  Inner  Thames  had  been 
transformed  into  a  valuable  wintering  area  for  thousands  of  ducks  and  increasing 
wader  and  duck  numbers  used  the  foreshore  for  feeding.  This  paper  seeks  to 
document  the  changes  that  have  occurred  over  the  past  20  years  and  - 
developments  that  might  occur  in  the  future.  It  also  examines  the  status  of  birds 
that  use  the  Inner  Thames  for  feeding,  roosting  and  migration.  This  paper 
includes  all  the  available  data  for  the  area  of  mud  exposed  at  low  tide  but 
excludes  most  of  the  riverside  sites  and  associated  bird  species  unless  they  have  a 
direct  connection  with  the  River  Thames.  The  birdlife  of  many  of  these  has  been 
well  documented  elsewhere  (e.g.  Dennis,  1991  and  Wheatley,  1991).  The 
exception  to  this  has  been  the  high  tide  roost  sites  (West  Thurrock  PS  in 
particular)  and  the  status  of  species  that  actually  use  the  River  Thames  and  its 
exposed  mud  foreshore  rather  than  the  associated  riverside  sites.  Therefore  Green 
Sandpiper  data  is  usually  excluded  (being  a  species  that  very  rarely  use  the  river 
itself)  but  some  Greenshank  data  is  included  (being  a  species  that  uses  the  mud 
foreshore  of  the  river  as  well  as  associated  riverside  sites). 

THE  SITE 

The  name  ‘Inner  Thames’  has  been  used  to  identify  the  site  forming  the  part  of 
the  Thames  Estuary  complex  from  Tower  Bridge  downriver  to  Tilbury  (the 
boundary  of  the  London  Area).  This  distinguishes  the  site  from  the 
conventionally  used  ‘Lower  Thames’  which  encompasses  the  Thames  downriver 
from  Tilbury,  i.e.  an  extensive  stretch  of  the  River  which  is  outside  of  the  London 
Area  and  beyond  the  scope  of  this  paper.  This  conforms  to  the  NCC  and  BTO 
designation  of  the  area  for  the  Birds  of  Estuaries  Enquiry  (see  map  overleaf). 

THE  EARLY  YEARS 

The  first  systematic  observations  along  the  Inner  Thames  were  made  during  the 
late  1940s  -  mainly  from  the  Kent  side  (Burton,  1974).  Although  thought  to  be 
generally  poor  for  birdlife  at  this  time  due  to  pollution  and  disturbance,  the  River 
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Thames  did  support  a  good  variety  of  ducks  and  waders  albeit  in  rather  small 
numbers.  The  regularly  occurring  ducks  included:  Wigeon  (up  to  30  as  far 
upriver  as  Dartford),  Teal  (peak  of  55  on  Dec  11th  1949),  Pochard  and  Tufted 
Duck  (usually  during  hard  weather)  and  Shelduck  (up  to  12  as  far  upriver  as 
Dartford).  Occasional  Smew  and  Common  Scoter  were  also  seen  on  the  river  but 
very  few  Mallard  and  no  Pintail. 

Waders  were  represented  by  similar  species  to  those  found  today  but  in  much 
smaller  numbers.  As  with  the  ducks  very  few  were  found  further  upstream  than 
Dartford.  Counts  did  include  up  to  100  Redshank  at  Erith  and  flocks  of  up  to  20 
Dunlin,  nine  Curlew  and  20  Ringed  Plover  scattered  along  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  area.  Of  particular  interest  is  the  lack  of  any  records  of  Bar-  tailed  Godwit 
and  only  one  record  of  Turnstone  actually  feeding  on  the  foreshore.  During  hard 
weather  Snipe  were  often  recorded  including  up  to  60  at  Dartford.  As  a  foretaste 
of  the  future  three  Common  Sandpipers  wintered  on  a  sheltered  tidal  creek  at 
Stone  Marshes  in  both  1949/50  and  1950/51. 

THE  1960s  AND  EARLY  1970s 

The  first  real  indication  that  improved  conditions  were  leading  to  a  marked 
improvement  in  bird  numbers  along  the  Inner  Thames  came  in  the  early  1960s. 
Ducks  in  particular  showed  an  increase  from  1962  onwards  (Table  1).  By  far  the 
most  spectacular  increases  came  from  Shelduck,  Pochard,  Teal,  Scaup  and 
Wigeon  and  largely  thought  at  the  time  to  be  the  result  of  the  severe  winters  of 
1961/62  and  1962/63.  However,  the  improved  numbers  seen  in  those  winters 
were  maintained  to  reach  a  peak  in  the  late  1960s  and  early  1970s.  Aggregate 
counts  of  several  thousand  waterfowl  were  recorded  on  the  Inner  Thames 
between  1968/69  and  1972/73  (Table  2)  including  over  1,000  Mallard,  4,000 
Pochard,  1,500  Teal  and  3,000  Shelduck.  Record  numbers  of  Pintail  (not 
recorded  at  all  in  the  1940s)  and  Tufted  Duck  were  also  counted.  Again  it  was 
considered  that  this  increase  was  due  to  severe  winter  weather  (but  not  as  severe 
as  1961/62  and  1962/63)  shifting  wintering  populations  from  the  Low  Countries 
(Grant  et  al,  1974). 


Table  1:  Peak  Winter  Duck  Counts  on  the  Inner  Thames,  1961/62  and 
1962/63. 


1961/62 

72 

30 

80 

175 


1962/63 
585 
230 
550 
N/C 
100  + 


Shelduck 

Wigeon 


Teal 

Pochard 

Scaup 


Large  numbers  of  Mute  Swans  were  also  found  on  the  Inner  Thames  at  this 
time  including  420  in  January  1973  and  609  in  June  1973,  mainly  feeding  on 
grain  spillages  between  Bow  and  Crossness.  Smaller  numbers  of  other  ducks 
were  seen  but  no  Red-breasted  Mergansers  or  Smew,  while  Cormorants  remained 
a  real  rarity  anywhere  along  the  river. 

Waders  too  showed  a  marked  increase  during  the  late  1960s.  Winter  feeding 
on  the  Thames  mud,  which  was  distinctly  unusual  in  the  1950s,  had  by  the  early 
1970s  become  commonplace.  The  main  species  involved  were  Dunlin,  Redshank 
and  Ruff,  with  smaller  numbers  of  Curlew,  Lapwing  (mainly  after  hard  weather), 
Snipe  and  Ringed  Plover.  The  aggregate  peak  winter  counts  of  Dunlin  and 
Redshank  indicated  a  winter  population  of  between  6,000  and  8,000  of  the 
former  and  700  and  800  of  the  latter  in  the  early  1970s.  Ruff  were  recorded 
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wintering  on  the  Thames  for  the  first  time  in  1968/69  and  reached  a  regular 
wintering  population  of  over  100  by  the  mid-1970s.  A  winter  population  of  up  to 
40  Curlew  had  also  become  established  in  the  West  Thurrock  area. 

Table  2:  Peak  Winter  Wader  and  Duck  Counts,  Inner  Thames  1967/68  to 


1972/73 

1967/68 

1968/69 

1969/70 

1970/71 

1971/72 

1972/73 

Mallard 

- 

500 

700 

900 

1174 

1490 

Teal 

- 

450 

800 

1500 

730 

801 

Wigeon 

- 

200 

150 

200 

54 

29 

Pintail 

- 

130 

350 

367 

246 

388 

Tufted  Duck 

- 

400 

800 

400 

458 

119 

Pochard 

- 

1500 

2500 

2000 

4000 

2152 

Shelduck 

- 

1000 

3000 

1349 

2600 

929 

Dunlin 

1000 

1800 

750 

6000 

4626 

7455 

Redshank 

50 

100 

200 

958 

434 

799 

Ruff 

— 

75 

120 

130 

68 

103 

Apart  from  artificial  feeding  (as  noted  with  the  Mute  Swans)  most  of  the 
increases  were  attributed  to  four  main  causes: 

i)  A  decrease  in  shipping  traffic  to  the  Royal  group  of  docks  in  particular 
which  became  very  noticeable  in  the  early  1970s.  This  was  mainly  due  to 
the  opening  of  the  Tilbury  container  terminal  further  downriver  (and 
outside  the  area  covered  by  this  paper). 

ii)  Continuing  improvement  in  pollution  controls,  particularly  concerning  raw 
sewage. 

iii)  The  improved  balance  of  food  chains  in  the  river  (and  mud)  as  a  result  of 
the  better  pollution  controls.  A  key  element  in  this  was  the  increase  in 
tubifex  worms  in  the  mud,  an  important  part  of  the  diet  of  Pintail, 
Pochard,  Teal  and  Tufted  Duck  for  example. 

iv)  A  general  increase  in  the  west-European  wintering  populations  of  ducks. 

As  the  1970s  progressed  the  trend  was  for  the  flocks  of  some  species  of  duck 
to  be  recorded  further  upriver  in  successive  winters.  This  movement  was  from  the 
Barking  and  Thamesmead  areas  to  Woolwich  and  even  as  far  up  as  close  to 
Tower  Bridge  and  mainly  involved  Pochard  and  Mallard.  This  was  probably  due 
to  the  zone  of  tubifex  worms  shifting  upriver  as  the  cleaner  river  conditions 
prevailed. 

Apart  from  this  movement  the  range  of  remaining  wildfowl  and  wader  species 
was  fairly  static  but  numbers  tended  to  decline.  This  was  largely  due  to  the 
development  of  the  mudflats  and  river  frontage  to  create  the  new  town  of 
Thamesmead.  This  area  had  held  up  to  700  Mallard,  700  Teal,  330  Pintail.  800 
Tufted  Duck,  4,000  Pochard,  1,600  Shelduck  and  2,000  Dunlin,  making  it  the 
single  most  important  site  along  the  Inner  Thames  at  this  time  (Wheatley,  1991). 
This  development,  made  before  the  importance  of  the  area  was  fully  understood, 
indicates  how  vital  it  was  and  still  is  to  have  accurate  monitoring  of  the  bird 
populations  of  the  Inner  Thames. 

Another  short  term  development  that  affected  the  numbers  of  waders  and 
ducks  was  the  construction  of  the  Thames  Barrier  and  the  associated  raising  of 
the  river  wall  downriver  of  Woolwich.  Some  areas  of  mudflat  were  heavily 
disturbed  at  this  time  (late  1970s)  and  coupled  with  the  fluctuating  conditions  of 
the  major  high  tide  roosts  (at  Rainham  and  West  Thurrock  in  particular)  resulted 
in  temporary  declines  in  the  wader  and  duck  populations.  Apart  from  gulls  and 
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terns,  other  species  had  continued  to  be  recorded  rather  infrequently.  Gulls 
increased  dramatically  along  the  whole  river.  This  increase  was  particularly 
associated  with  the  large  scale  rubbish  tips  at  Stone  and  Rainham  established  at 
this  time.  Terns  were  often  seen  flying  up  and  down  the  river  but  large  scale 
feeding  in  the  river  was  not  established  until  1970  when  birds  were  recorded 
feeding  at  Rainham  and  Dartford.  But  the  main  attractions  for  large  numbers  of 
terns  were  (and  still  are)  the  warm  water  outflows  at  West  Thurrock  PS  and 
Littlebrook  PS,  especially  during  the  autumn  passage  period.  These  outflows 
generate  turbulence  which  brings  fish  and  other  food  items  to  the  surface.  By  the 
late  1970s  increasing  numbers  of  fish  were  moving  into  the  Inner  Thames  as 
witnessed  by  the  build  up  of  numbers  of  Cormorant  and  Heron. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  INNER  THAMES 

Birds  make  use  of  the  River  Thames  in  two  main  ways:  as  a  feeding  site  (mud 
and  water)  and  as  a  migration  corridor.  The  whole  of  the  Inner  Thames  is  tidal 
often  exposing  large  areas  of  mud  at  low  tide.  On  a  rising  tide,  terns  and  gulls 
often  move  upriver  returning  when  the  tide  falls  (Noble,  1970).  The  tide  also 
pushes  feeding  ducks  and  waders  from  the  mudflats  forcing  them  onto  high  tide 
roots  on  the  marshes  or  man  made  lagoons.  Most  of  these  local  movements  plus 
large  scale  migration  up  and  down  the  river,  often  does  not  relate  to  movements 
elsewhere  in  the  London  Area.  Movements  into  the  outer  Thames  Estuary, 
particularly  on  strong  NE  or  E  winds  or  on  spring  high  tides,  are  probably 
responsible  for  influxes  of  seabirds,  seaducks,  terns  and  gulls  into  the  Inner 
Thames.  Outer  Thames  observations  from  Canvey  to  East  Tilbury  confirm  that 
birds  move  into  the  estuary  but  often  straight  back  out  when  the  narrows  at  East 
Tilbury  are  reached  (Saward,  1991).  A  few  birds  do  penetrate  further  upstream, 
particularly  in  poor  weather. 

While  the  tidal  influence  is  felt  throughout  the  Inner  Thames,  the  composition 
of  the  water  (excluding  the  influence  of  man)  does  vary  from  London  to  Tilbury 
and  according  to  the  state  of  the  tide.  The  balance  of  salt  and  fresh  water  is  in 
equilibrium  off  Coldharbour  Point,  Rainham,  and  may  help  to  explain  the  relative 
scarcity  of  typical  seabirds  further  upstream.  Although  saltwater  does  extend 
right  up  the  River  Thames  the  water  is  at  best  brackish  and  becomes  less  and  less 
salty  the  closer  it  gets  to  London. 

Although  the  Inner  Thames  is  best  looked  at  as  one  complete  area,  an 
examination  of  the  feeding  sites  reveals  the  following  main  areas: 

NORTH  SHORE 

i)  Grays.  This  is  the  easternmost  area  of  foreshore  on  the  Essex  bank  of  the 
river.  At  low  tide  an  area  of  mud,  shingle  and  rock  is  exposed.  This  has 
been  the  main  winter  habitat  of  Turnstones  in  recent  years  and  the  area 
also  attracts  winter  feeding  flocks  of  Ringed  Plover,  Dunlin  and  Redshank, 
while  the  River  Thames  at  this  point  is  a  favourite  feeding  area  for 
migrating  gulls  and  terns. 

ii)  West  Thurrock.  An  extensive  mudflat  extends  from  Stone  Ness  to  the 
new  Queen  Elizabeth  Bridge.  This  area  now  forms  the  main  winter  feeding 
site  for  waders  on  the  Inner  Thames  and  attracts  large  numbers  of 
Lapwing,  Redshank,  Dunlin,  Ringed  Plover,  Curlew  and  Turnstone. 
Increasing  numbers  of  Shelduck  and  Teal  also  use  these  mudflats  in 
winter.  During  August  and  September  passage  waders,  including  Dunlin, 
Ringed  Plover  and  Greenshank  (Figure  1)  utilise  this  inter-tidal  mud  in 
preference  to  the  nearby  ash  lagoons.  In  late  summer,  concentrations  of 
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gulls,  notably  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  and  Yellow-legged  Herring 
Gulls  also  use  the  foreshore  here.  The  whole  foreshore  area  is  used 
including  that  between  the  oil  terminal  jetties. 


Fig  1  .Peak  Weekly  Counts  of  Greenshank 
West  Thurrock  -  Autumn  1991 
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Most  of  the  birds  which  feed  on  the  foreshore  use  the  nearby  West  Thurrock 
PS  ash  lagoons  as  a  high  tide  roost.  Concentration  begins  as  the  tide  rises 
until  there  is  a  mass  exodus  to  the  ash  lagoons,  often  in  one  movement. 
There  are  two  ash  lagoons;  one  is  much  larger  and  is  periodically  flooded  to 
create  a  shallow  coastal  marsh  type  habitat  and  the  smaller  one  contains 
much  encroaching  vegetation  and  is  less  useful  to  roosting  birds  but  is  used 
extensively  by  Teal  and  Grey  Heron.  This  site  is  internationally  important 
due  to  the  large  number  of  Redshanks  using  it  as  a  high  tide  roost  in  winter. 
The  small  area  of  remnant  salting  is  used  by  winter  fmch  and  pipit  flocks  but 
is  not  used  by  waders  and  ducks  to  any  great  extent. 

The  power  station  outfall  attracts  large  numbers  of  passage  terns,  the 
occasional  sk&a.  Cormorant,  Grey  Heron  and  gulls.  There  is  considerable 
interchange  between  this  outfall  and  the  one  at  Littlebrook  PS  (K). 
especially  in  the  autumn. Terns  often  use  the  jetties  and  foreshore  as  a 
roosting  site  with  up  to  100  present  in  autumn.  Grey  Herons  have  shown  a 
recent  increase  at  this  site  with  up  to  120  roosting  on  the  ash  lagoons,  and 
between  40  and  100  feeding  on  the  foreshore  where  they  gather  around  the 
warm  water  outflows  and  can  be  often  be  seen  catching  Flounder.  This 
is  the  highest  concentration  of  this  species  in  Essex  and  is  probably  made 
up  of  birds  from  the  Northward  Hill  heronry  in  Kent  as  birds  are  often 
seen  moving  to  and  from  the  Kent  side  of  the  river.  Cormorants  have 
increased  in  recent  years  and  the  winter  population  in  the 
Grays/Swanscombe.West  Thurrock  sector  probably  exceeds  120  birds. 
The  cleaner  conditions  of  the  river  have  undoubtedly  contributed  to  the 
larger  numbers  of  both  Grey  Heron  and  Cormorant, 
iii)  Rainham.  The  two  main  low  tide  feeding  area  are  Aveley  Bay  and  the 
smaller  area  to  the  north  of  Coldharbour  Point.  The  former  area  holds 
important  numbers  of  waders  during  passage  and  winter  periods  plus  over 
100  Shelduck  and  increasing  numbers  of  Teal  (Appendix  1).  Terns 
regularly  feed  over  and  roost  on  these  mudflats  while  Cormorants  have 
also  shown  a  recent  increase.  The  small  area  of  salting  in  Aveley  Bay  is 
an  important  roost  site  for  Wigeon,  Mallard  and  Shelduck  in  winter. 
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Fig  2.  AVg  %  Composition  of  Waders 
at  West  Thurrock  Winter  High  Tide  Roost 


Ringed  Plover  (2.2%) 

Redshank  (14.5%)  Lapwing  (10.8%) 


Dunlin  (72.3%) 


Until  the  mid-1980s,  most  of  the  Rainham  waders  and  ducks  moved  onto 
the  silt  lagoons  on  Rainham  Marsh  (Dennis,  1991).  These  have  become 
progressively  dryer  and  largely  unsuitable  as  pumping  operations  have 
all  but  ceased.  Curlew  have  also  increased  in  the  last  five  years, 
especially  in  winter,  and  they  usually  move  onto  the  firing  range  at 
Rainham  Marsh  at  high  tide.  The  other  areas  of  mudflat  and  saltings 
attract  decent  numbers  of  Dunlin,  Redshank,  Shelduck  and  Teal  with 
smaller  numbers  of  Grey  Plover,  Mallard  and  Snipe.  In  hard  weather 
good  numbers  of  Pochard,  Tufted  Duck,  Gadwall,  Pintail,  Coot  and 
Great  Crested  Grebe  may  be  present  on  the  Rainham  stretch  of  the  river 
and  the  associated  foreshore.  Small  numbers  of  Ruff  and  Common 
Sandpipers  also  winter  here  and  the  old  barges  and  nearby  saltings  are 
used  as  a  roost  by  Redshank  and  small  numbers  of  Dunlin.  The  same 
area  is  used  by  up  to  20  wintering  Rock  Pipits  and  increasing  numbers 
of  Water  Pipits  (Dennis,  1992). 

iv)  Barking.  Another  large  mudflat  extends  from  the  Ford  Motor  Works  at 
Dagenham  to  Barking  PS  this  attracts  waders,  Shelduck  and  Teal,  mainly 
in  winter.  At  one  time  Barking  Bay  held  impressive  winter  numbers  of 
Pochard,  Pintail  and  Tufted  Duck  but  in  recent  years  these  only  tend  to 
occur  after  hard  weather.  Teal  and  Shelduck  have  also  declined  in  the 
past  ten  years.  Smaller  mudflats  extend  from  the  mouth  of  the  River 
Roding  upriver  towards  Docklands.  It  is  an  under-watched  area  but 
feeding  Redshank  and  Dunlin  have  increased  as  the  river  has  become 
cleaner.  Beckton  PS  attracts  feeding  flocks  of  gulls  and  terns  but  on  a 
smaller  scale  to  the  power  station  further  downriver. 
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SOUTH  SHORE 

i)  Thamesmead/Crossness  area.  Before  the  creation  of  the  new  town  of 
Thamesmead  in  the  early  1970s  this  area  held  large  numbers  of  waders 
and  ducks.  The  creation  of  the  new  river  wall  involved  much  reclamation 
of  the  foreshore  here,  especially  in  Woolwich  Bay.  A  full  account  of  this 
and  the  associated  effect  on  waders  and  ducks  was  documented  by 
Wheatley  (1991).  Before  1970,  the  main  wintering  species  along  this 
section  of  the  Inner  Thames  were  Shelduck  (700+),  Teal  (up  to  2,000), 
Pintail  (400-500),  Pochard  (4,000),  Tufted  Duck  (450+)  and  Dunlin 
(2,000).  Most  duck  species  have  declined  since  the  reclamation  of 
Woolwich  Bay  but  as  with  elsewhere  on  the  Inner  Thames  there  has  been 
an  increase  in  sea-ducks,  Cormorants  and  terns.  Waders  now  use  the 
smaller  foreshore  at  Crossness  for  feeding  and  Dunlin  can  number  1 ,000  in 
hard  weather.  As  with  all  sites  on  the  Inner  Thames  there  is  considerable 
interchange  between  the  north  and  south  banks  of  the  Thames. 

ii)  Dartford/Crayford  area.  This  area  neatly  compliments  on  a  smaller  scale 
the  Rainham/Aveley  section  to  the  north.  As  at  Aveley  Bay  a  large  mudflat 
is  exposed  at  low  tide  which  attracts  up  to  1,000  Dunlin,  150  Redshank 
and  smaller  numbers  of  other  waders  including  Lapwing,  Whimbrel, 
Curlew,  Grey  Plover,  Oystercatcher,  godwits  and  Ringed  Plover  as  well  as 
Teal,  Shelduck  and  Cormorant.  Some  of  the  waders,  particularly  Lapwing, 
roost  on  Dartford  Marsh  but  most  now  move  downriver  to  West  Thurrock. 
Increasing  numbers  of  terns  and  gulls  now  use  this  stretch  of  the  River 
Thames  as  a  migration  flyway,  mainly  in  autumn.  A  major  paper 
documenting  the  birds  of  Dartford  Marsh  and  the  associated  stretch  of  the 
River  Thames  is  in  preparation. 

iii)  Swanscombe  area.  A  small  area  of  mudflat  is  exposed  at  low  tide  and 
attracts  a  number  of  waders  but  to  a  much  lesser  extent  than  the  larger  West 
Thurrock  area  opposite.  Up  to  100  Cormorant  winter  along  this  stretch  of 
the  river  often  roosting  on  buoys  and  jetties.  Up  to  200  terns  roost  at  low 
tide  on  the  rocks  at  Broadness  moving  off  to  feed  at  the  power  stations  at 
Littlebrook  and  West  Thurrock  at  high  tide.  During  the  1960s  this  stretch  of 
the  River  Thames  attracted  large  numbers  of  waders  including  up  to  250 
Knot  (in  1960),  Dunlin  and  Redshank.  The  latter  species  used  this  area 
regularly  as  a  feeding  and  roost  site  well  into  the  1970s  but  increased 
disturbance  due  to  the  construction  of  the  new  river  wall  in  the  late  1970s 
probably  forced  the  majority  of  the  roosting  birds  across  the  river  to  the 
West  Thurrock  ash  lagoons.  However,  small  numbers  of  waders,  mainly 
Redshank  and  Dunlin,  have  begun  to  roost  on  the  rocks  at  Swanscombe 
again  in  the  past  few  years  and  up  to  12  Turnstones  occasionally  roost  on 
barges  moored  in  the  river  (S. Connor  pers  comm). 

THE  PRESENT  STATE 
i)  Waders 

The  wintering  wader  population  has  recovered  since  the  early  1980s  to  the  level 
achieved  in  the  early  1970s.  This  has  been  mirrored  in  Thames  sites  outside  the 
area  such  as  East  Tilbury.  Some  local  declines  due  to  development  have  been 
offset  by  a  further  penetration  upriver  into  the  docklands  area  by  Dunlin  and 
Redshank  in  particular.  There  have  also  been  changes  to  high  tide  roosts  with  the 
former  sites  at  Rainham  Marsh  and  East  Tilbury  becoming  increasingly 
unsuitable  and  a  large  number  of  birds  now  using  West  Thurrock  ash  lagoons 
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instead.  Passage  wader  numbers  have  been  largely  unchanged  apart  from  an 
increase  in  foreshore  feeding  by  Curlew  Sandpiper,  Little  Stint  and  Greenshank 
(see  Table  3). 


Table  3:  Little  Stint  and  Curlew  Sandpiper,  Thames  Foreshore  at  West 
Thurrock,  Autumn  1981  to  1991. 


81  82  83 

Little  Stint  3 

Curlew  Sandpiper  3 


84 


85  86 

1  4 

5  6 


87  88 

2 
8 


89  90 

1  4 

3  4 


ii)  Seabirds  and  Cormorant 

There  has  been  a  dramatic  increase  in  the  numbers  of  seabirds  found  along  the 
Inner  Thames,  particularly  since  the  early  1980s.  The  main  species  involved  have 
been  divers,  grebes,  petrels  and  shearwaters,  sea-duck  and  auks  (Table  4). 


Table  4:  Pelagic  Seabirds,  Inner  Thames  1980  to  1991 


80  81 


Diver  species  0  0 

Red-necked  Grebe  0  0 

Manx  Shearwater  0  0 

Fulmar  0  0 

Leach’s  Petrel  0  0 

Storm  Petrel  0  0 

Gannet  0  0 


82  83  84  85  86 

1  0  0  5  15 

1  0  0  2  3 

0  0  0  0  1 

0  0  0  0  1 

0  3  0  0  1 

0  10  0  0 

0  10  0  0 


87  88  89  90  91 
1  0  0  0  0 
4  0  0  0  2 
0  0  0  0  1 
0  0  0  0  1 
2  0  2  0  1 
0  0  0  0  0 
0  0  0  0  0 


Cormorants  have  also  increased  markedly  since  the  early  1970s  before  which 
they  were  very  rare.  A  stark  illustration  of  this  is  that  there  were  only  two  pre- 
1970  records  at  Rainham  for  example  (Dennis,  1982).  This  increase  has  also 
been  noted  further  out  in  the  Thames  estuary  and  the  increase  on  the  Inner 
Thames  is  certainly  connected  with  this  (Saward,  1991).  The  cleaner  conditions 
as  a  result  of  the  pollution  controls  now  prevailing  in  the  Thames  have  resulted  in 
an  increase  in  the  number,  size  and  variety  of  fish  (particularly  saltwater  species) 
and  invertebrates  present.  This  has  probably  been  the  main  contributing  factor  to 
the  increase  in  Cormorant  and  seabirds  on  the  Inner  Thames.  Divers  and 
Cormorant  also  need  fairly  clear  conditions  underwater  to  catch  their  prey  and 
the  cleaner  conditions  have  certainly  also  helped  on  this  front.  Two  other  factors 
have  also  effected  the  increases.  Firstly,  a  marked  decline  in  river  traffic  with 
very  large  ships  moving  up  to  central  London.  Secondly,  the  dereliction  of  some 
of  the  former  docks  along  the  Thames-side.  The  disused  jetties  and  wharves  at 
these  sites  are  important  roost  and  gathering  sites  for  Cormorant,  Shag  and 
Shelduck;  there  has  even  been  speculation  of  breeding  Cormorants  on  some  of 
them!  Shag  have  also  become  a  regular  winter  visitor  to  the  Inner  Thames,  with  a 
record  count  of  30  during  winter  1991/92  (Table  5). 


Table  5:  Peak  Counts  of  Shag,  Inner  Thames  1980  to  1991. 

80/81  81/82  82/83  83/84  84/85  85/86  86/87  87/88  88/89  89/90  90/91 

01  0  2  12  26  02  32 

iii)  Decline  in  most  duck  species 

This  has  been  most  noticeable  in  the  populations  of  Mallard,  Pintail  and  Pochard 
but  has  affected  most  other  duck  (with  the  notable  exception  of  seaducks).  This 
decline  is  probably  due  to  a  decline  of  tubifex  worms  as  the  Thames  has  become 
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cleaner.  Tubifex  worms  require  ‘semi-polluted’  water  to  survive  in  large  numbers 
and  much  of  the  Inner  Thames  now  seems  to  be  too  clean  for  them.  It  is  ironic 
that  the  same  phenomenon  largely  responsible  for  the  increase  in  the  1960s 
should  also  cause  the  recent  decline.  Some  species  have  also  changed  their 
feeding  habits.  Teal  for  example  have  moved  from  feeding  mainly  on  the  river  to 
using  riverside  lagoons  and,  recently,  back  to  the  river  again.  Numbers  have 
tended  to  decline  as  this  process  evolved.  Wintering  Shelduck  have  also 
decreased,  particularly  in  the  Barking/Crossness  area  (table  6).  There  has  also 
been  a  decline  in  the  overall  European  population  of  some  species  (e.g.  Teal). 
Balanced  against  this,  hard  weather  movements  and  the  numbers  involved  in 
such  movements  have  increased  with  Red-breasted  Merganser,  Smew  and  Brent 
Goose  all  showing  cold  weather  increases  in  the  last  ten  years. 

Table  6:  Peak  Counts  of  Shelduck,  Inner  Thames  1980  to  1991. 

80/81  81/82  82/83  83/84  84/85  85/86  86/87  87/88  88/89  89/90  90/91 

660  1237  529  1017  493  613  589  579  813  613  570 

iv)  Terns,  Skuas  and  Gulls 

The  warm  water  outfalls  at  West  Thurrock  and  Littlebrook  power  stations  have 
attracted  increasingly  large  feeding  and  passage  concentrations  of  terns, 
particularly  during  the  autumn  passage  (Table  7).  This  increase  has  also  been 
reflected  all  along  the  Inner  Thames  (Figure  3)  and  involves  both  feeding  and 
passage  birds. 

Table  7:  Autumn  Tern  Passage  -  Maximum  Counts  at  West  Thurrock  PS, 
1978  to  1991 


Sandwich 

Roseate 

Common 

Arctic 

Little 

Black 

White-winged  Blk 


1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

- 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

4 

50 

250 

100 

100 

230 

210 

150 

- 

1 

1 

110 

5 

1 

300 

4 

2 

1 

40 

5 

2 

13 

40 

60 

60 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1985  1986  1987  1988  1989  1990  1991 
3  10  3  7  -4 

-  1  - 
200  110  160  220  200  300  85 

3  2  5  4  4  4  8 

60  60  30  40  70  120  3 


Fig  3.  Autumn  Tern  Passage 
Inner  Thames  1981-90 
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Common  Tern  is  the  most  numerous  species  with  up  to  50  in  spring  and  200- 
300  in  autumn.  These  autumn  movements  are  usually  part  of  the  large  scale 
migration  further  out  in  the  Thames  estuary  but  which  is  also  apparent  right  up 
the  river  as  far  as  London,  the  west  London  reservoirs  and  beyond.  In  favourable 
conditions  small  flocks  move  up  the  river,  often  on  a  rising  tide,  pausing  to  feed 
at  the  outfalls  before  moving  off  once  again.  Both  Common  and  Black  Terns  also 
utilise  the  foreshore,  freshwater  lagoons  and  floating  driftwood  as  roosts  for  short 
periods.  Spring  movements  are  usually  downriver  and  involve  smaller  flocks. 
Black  Terns  are  mainly  seen  in  good  numbers  in  autumn  with  more  seen  in  some 
years  than  others  (Table  7).  Their  peak  passage  is  closely  tied  to  weather 
conditions  -  usually  E  or  SE  winds  in  foggy  or  overcast  conditions  in  August  and 
September. 

Arctic  Tern  numbers  have  been  stable  over  the  past  decade,  rather  surprising 
given  the  decline  in  some  Scottish  populations,  and  may  involve  more  northerly 
populations.  Spring  passage  of  this  species  is  very  light  compared  with  the 
London  and  Essex  reservoirs  and  rarely  involves  more  than  two  or  three  birds. 
Autumn  passage  is  much  stronger  with  up  to  five  birds.  Little  and  Sandwich 
Terns  are  also  less  frequent  than  at  some  inland  sites.  Rare  terns  have  become  a 
feature  of  West  Thurrock  PS  in  recent  years  with  Bridled,  several  White-winged 
Black  and  Roseate  all  occurring. 

The  weather  dependence  of  the  Inner  Thames  tern  passage  was  very  obvious 
in  1991.  West  Thurrock  PS  outfall  was  closed  for  long  periods  and  this,  coupled 
with  the  unsuitable  weather  conditions,  resulted  in  a  very  poor  tern  passage  right 
along  the  Inner  Thames  especially  of  Black  Terns. 

Corresponding  with  the  increase  in  terns,  there  has  also  been  an  increase  in 
skua  numbers  in  the  last  decade,  albeit  on  a  smaller  scale.  Most  records  have  ' 
concerned  Arctic  Skuas  but  Great  and  Pomarine  have  also  been  involved.  There 
has  not  yet  been  a  confirmed  record  of  Long-tailed  Skua.  Much  larger  numbers 
of  skuas  (including  Long-tailed)  are  seen  further  out  in  the  estuary  between 
Canvey  and  Tilbury.  In  the  autumn  they  are  funnelled  into  the  estuary  by 
prevailing  E  or  NE  winds  (Saward,  1991).  While  most  of  these  birds  seem  to 
head  off  high  inland  when  they  hit  the  Tilbury  bend  in  the  river,  a  few  manage  to 
negotiate  this  and  the  following  bend  between  Tilbury  and  Rainham  and 
penetrate  further  upriver.  Again,  foggy  conditions  seem  to  help,  as  do  large 
movements  of  terns.  The  two  Pomarine  Skuas  that  wintered  on  the  Inner  Thames 
in  1985-86  were  probably  part  of  a  much  larger  influx  further  out  in  the  Thames 
Estuary. 

Although  gulls  make  use  of  the  Inner  Thames  for  roosting  and  feeding  the 
main  increase  has  mainly  been  due  to  the  spread  of  large  scale  rubbish  tipping  on 
the  Thames  marshes  (e.g.  Rainham)  or  slightly  further  inland  (e.g.  Aveley  and 
Stone).  The  larger  gulls  are  the  mains  species  that  make  use  of  the  Thames  and 
its  foreshore  for  roosting  but  large  numbers  of  Black-headed  and  Common  Gulls 
also  use  the  river  when  the  rubbish  tips  are  not  working.  Kittiwakes  are  mainly 
present  at  the  outfalls  after  severe  winter  storms  or  are  seen  on  passage 
particularly  in  April/May.  A  very  strong  passage  was  noted  at  West  Thurrock  in 
May  1985.  Apart  from  the  influx  following  the  great  storm  of  October  1987 
(Dennis,  1988  and  Moon,  1988),  Sabine’s  Gulls  are  seen  very  occasionally  on  the 
Inner  Thames  and  again  are  associated  with  an  increase  further  downriver 
(Saward,  1991).  Little  Gulls  are  now  more  frequent  than  previously  but  like  some 
of  the  tern  species  are  less  frequent  than  at  the  large  inland  reservoirs. 
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v)  Passerines 

Rock  Pipits  winter  along  the  Inner  Thames  at  least  as  far  upriver  as  Barking  and 
Thamesmead.  Numbers  fell  following  disturbance  with  the  new  river  wall  and 
defences  in  the  late  1970s.  However,  since  the  mid-1980s  there  has  been  a 
recovery  with  notable  concentrations  at  Rainham  and  Dartford  in  recent  winters. 
Rock  Pipits  are  one  of  the  few  passerines  that  are  tied  to  the  River  Thames.  The 
Inner  Thames  wintering  population  are  among  the  highest  in  Essex  and  again 
indicate  the  improvement  in  feeding  conditions  in  recent  years.  Water  Pipits  have 
begun  to  winter  along  the  foreshore  in  recent  winters  with  up  to  30  at  Rainham. 
Here  they  tend  to  occupy  the  remnant  saltings  moving  onto  the  old  barges  at  high 
tide  (Dennis,  1992). 

The  foreshore  is  often  utilised  by  other  passerines  during  very  hard  weather 
(Stonechats  for  example)  where  the  saline  tidal  influence  prevents  freezing.  This 
is  a  another  recent  development  in  response  to  a  cleaner  river.  Hirundines  use  the 
Thames  a  migration  flyway  with  flocks  moving  up  and  downriver  in  both 
passage  periods  and  occasionally  stopping  off  to  feed. 

THE  PRESENT  STATE  -  COMMENTS  ON  SELECTED  INDIVIDUAL 
SPECIES 

SHELDUCK.  Wintering  numbers  have  stabilised  at  between  500  and  800,  much 
lower  numbers  than  were  present  a  decade  ago  (Table  5).  The  largest 
concentrations  are  found  in  Barking  Bay,  Aveley  Bay  and  at  West  Thurrock. 
Numbers  peak  in  late  winter  with  more  now  remaining  in  summer  (up  to  200)  as 
breeding  numbers  have  increased.  Few  are  present  between  late  August  and  late 
November  as  most  adults  move  off  to  the  traditional  moulting  grounds. 

WIGEON.  Up  to  500  are  present  during  hard  weather  in  winter,  presumably  as 
they  are  frozen  off  inland  sites.  Unlike  most  ducks,  average  winter  numbers  of 
this  species  have  remained  fairly  constant  (Table  8)  with  most  occurring  in  the 
Dartford/Rainham  section  of  the  river.  Here  birds  use  the  remnant  saltings  as  a 
high  tide  roost. 

Table  8:  Peak  Counts  of  Wigeon,  Inner  Thames  1980  to  1991. 

80181  81/82  82/83  83/84  84/85  85/86  86/87  87/88  88/89  89/90  90/91 

32  420  50  50  500  111  500  45  55  25  70 

TEAL.  At  present  the  winter  population  is  under  1.000  birds,  a  much  lower  level 
than  the  4,000+  which  wintered  until  the  early  1980s.  Most  spend  their  time  on  or 
close  to  the  river  and  only  move  onto  the  marshes  during  hard  weather.  Formerly, 
birds  fed  on  the  river  during  the  day  and  moved  onto  the  marshes  to  roost.  This 
pattern  has  changed  as  the  marshes  have  become  progressively  drier.  The  co¬ 
ordinated  low  tide  count  in  February  1992  revealed  a  population  of  848,  closely 
matching  recent  estimates.  Most  occurred  on  the  Rainham,  Thurrock  and 
Crossness  sections  of  the  river. 

RINGED  PLOVER.  Occurs  on  the  Inner  Thames  both  as  a  passage  and  winter 
visitor.  Spring  passage  is  rather  light  -  less  than  50  at  any  site  but  autumn 
passage  on  the  foreshore  is  more  pronounced  (Table  9).  Numbers  have  remained 
fairly  constant  during  the  past  decade  with  birds  feeding  on  the  exposed  mud  at 
low  tide  and  flying  to  the  main  roost  site  at  West  Thurrock  ash  lagoons  at  high 
tide.  Winter  roost  numbers,  although  variable,  have  shown  an  increase  in  the  last 
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ten  years  (Table  10).  Most  roost  at  West  Thurrock  but  occasionally  other  sites  are 
used.  The  majority  of  these  birds  may  feed  further  out  in  the  Thames  Estuary  as 
Inner  Thames  feeding  flocks  are  smaller  than  the  number  roosting  and  rarely 
exceed  100  birds  at  any  one  site  (see  Appendix  I  for  the  1992  low  tide  counts). 


Table  9:  Ringed  Plover  -  Peak  Autumn  Counts,  Inner  Thames  1981  to  1992 


80 

81 

82 

83 

84 

85 

86 

87 

88 

89 

90 

91 

Rainham  Marsh 

130 

200 

170 

86 

115 

150 

100 

150 

100 

110 

110 

100 

West  Thurrock 

250 

100 

117 

150 

196 

180 

210 

160 

167 

200 

250 

180 

Dartford  Marsh 

91 

_ 

— 

— 

70 

— 

145 

75 

100 

— 

110 

— 

Table  10:  Ringed  Plover  -  Peak  Winter  Counts,  Inner  Thames  1980  to  1991 


81/82 

82/83 

83/84 

84/85 

85/86 

86/87 

87/88 

88/89 

89/90 

90/91 

91/92 

Rainham  Marsh 

200 

100 

83 

400 

100 

60 

50 

70 

80 

110 

50 

West  Thurrock 

50 

100 

500 

150 

400 

150 

180 

100 

250 

220 

300 

GREY  PLOVER.  Passage  numbers  have  remained  fairly  constant  but  late 
autumn  and  winter  numbers  have  shown  some  increase  over  the  past  ten  years 
(Table  11).  Regular  wintering  now  occurs  downriver  of  Rainham  and  Dartford 
with  West  Thurrock  the  favoured  site.  Here  up  to  35  are  present  feeding  with  the 
other  waders  on  the  exposed  mud,  moving  onto  the  ash  lagoons  to  roost.  This 
population  is  a  tiny  part  of  the  much  larger  number  further  out  in  the  estuary. 
Cleaner  condition  may  again  account  for  the  recent  increase. 

Table  11:  Peak  Counts  of  Grey  Plover,  Inner  Thames  1981  to  1992 

81/82  82/83  83/84  84/85  85/86  86187  87/88  88/89  89/90  90/91  91/92  ' 

9  1  2  9  35  14  5  4  4  15  38 


RUFF.  Small  numbers  (less  than  ten)  feed  on  the  foreshore  both  on  passage  and 
during  the  winter  with  West  Thurrock,  Dartford  and  Rainham  being  the  favoured 
sites.  Much  larger  numbers  of  this  species  used  to  winter  along  the  Inner  Thames, 
although  they  mainly  use  the  marshes  and  only  ventured  onto  the  river  during 
hard  weather. 

DUNLIN.  By  far  the  most  numerous  wader  on  the  Inner  Thames,  particularly  in 
winter  (Table  12).  It  is  present  all  year  but  comes  into  its  own  in  winter.  Numbers 
peak  from  November  to  early  March,  depending  on  weather  conditions.  By  far 
the  largest  concentrations  of  feeding  birds  occur  at  West  Thurrock,  Dartford  and 
Rainham  and  have  shown  a  marked  increase  since  the  early  1980s.  Smaller 
numbers  are  found  upriver  as  far  as  docklands. 


Table  12:  Peak  Winter  Counts  of  Dunlin,  Major  Inner  Thames  Sites  1980  to 
1992 


80/81 

81/82 

82/83 

83/84 

84/85 

85/86 

86/87 

87/88 

88/89 

89/90 

90/91 

91/92 

West  Thurrock 

950 

700 

430 

3000 

3000 

3000 

3000 

3600 

7000 

4500 

5000 

20000 

Rainham  Marsh 

1200 

1500 

1200 

2000 

2000 

1000 

1000 

600 

500 

500 

1200 

1300 

Barking 

400 

300 

400 

500 

500 

370 

535 

N/C 

100 

400 

650 

420 

Crayford  Ness 

- 

300 

Dartford 

45 

700 

290 

600 

656 

260 

820 

1500 

460 

1000 

1100 

Swanscombe 

- 

200 

60 

100 

100 

185 

N/C 

180 

280 

120 

2000 

Grays 

- 

- 

- 

140 

- 

500 

N/C 

- 

350 

- 

350 

Crossness 

- 

- 

- 

120 

- 

270 

200 

- 

- 

482 

601 

Thamesmead 

- 

— 

- 

- 

100 

350 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

Stone 

- 

— 

— 

— 

200 

- 

250 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Erith 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

300 

250 

— 
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The  vast  majority  of  the  population  now  roosts  on  the  West  Thurrock  ash 
lagoons.  This  roost  has  shown  a  considerable  increase  during  the  past  five  years 
and  now  exceeds  the  numbers  found  in  the  early  1970s  (Figures  4,  5  &  6).  The 
low  tide  count  in  February  1992  revealed  at  least  10,000  Dunlin  on  the  Inner 
Thames.  High  tide  roost  counts  at  this  time  involved  up  to  double  this  number  of 
birds,  implying  that  up  to  50%  of  the  birds  roosting  on  the  Inner  Thames  feed 
further  downriver.  Further  evidence  of  this  is  provided  by  observations  of  birds 
flying  upriver  towards  the  West  Thurrock  roost  from  below  Grays.  This 


Fig  4.  Peak  Monthly  Counts  of  Dunlin 
West  Thurrock  Roost  -  1983-84 


Fig  5.  Peak  Monthly  Counts  of  Dunlin 
West  Thurrock  Roost  -  1988-89 


Fig  6.  Peak  Fortnightly  Counts  of  Dunlin 
West  Thurrock  Roost  -  1991-92 
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movement  reaches  a  peak  about  45  minutes  before  high  tide.  Smaller  roosts  were 
formerly  found  at  Rainham  Marsh  but  have  now  largely  disappeared  due  to  the 
drying  out  of  the  silt  lagoons  there. 

Reasons  for  the  increase  in  roosting  Dunlin  on  the  Inner  Thames  are  obscure. 
Certainly  more  birds  are  using  the  main  roost  at  West  Thurrock  as  others  have 
become  unsuitable  and  the  birds  are  therefore  more  concentrated  and  easier  to 
count.  These  reasons  for  so  many  birds  moving  into  the  area  to  roost  from 
feeding  grounds  further  downriver  may  be  similar.  Certainly  one  of  the  former 
main  Lower  Thames  roost  sites  at  East  Tilbury  is  longer  suitable. 


REDSHANK.  Like  the  previous  species,  winter  numbers  have  shown  a  marked 
increase  in  the  last  five  years  and  have  reached  record  levels.  Again  the  main  site 
used  is  the  West  Thurrock  ash  lagoons  where  the  roost  has  reached  3,000  birds  on 
occasion  (Table  13)  making  it  a  site  of  international  importance  and  is  the  clearest 
evidence  of  the  conservation  value  of  this  locality.  As  with  Dunlin,  numbers  reach 
a  peak  in  mid- winter  (Figures  7,  8  &  9)  but  the  main  influx  into  the  area  occurs 
from  early  October  onwards.  Again,  feeding  flocks  now  extend  as  far  upriver  as 
Docklands  but  most  are  in  the  Thurrock,  Dartford  and  Rainham  sections. 


Table  13:  Peak  Counts  of  Redshank,  Major  Inner  Thames  Sites  1980  to  1992 


80181 

81182 

82/83 

83/84 

84/85 

85/86 

86/87 

87/88 

88/89 

89190 

90/91 

91/92 

West  Thurrock 

230 

350 

375 

1000 

1200 

1200 

800 

1000 

2500 

3000 

1800 

2500 

Rainham  Marsh 

40 

170 

120 

200 

180 

220 

145 

150 

130 

110 

200 

230 

Dartford 

65 

80 

100 

100 

185 

70 

250 

120 

150 

92 

88 

Erith 

80 

70 

50 

180 

140 

— 

— 

300 

120 

120 

150 

Swanscombe 

N/C 

60 

- 

60 

60 

— 

51 

32 

- 

— 

Crossness 

- 

- 

- 

100 

- 

30 

— 

- 

- 

— 

■v 

Thamesmead 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

150 

— 

— 

— 

1 10 

150 

The  February  1992  low  tide  count  revealed  1,231  birds  present  on  the  Inner 
Thames  (Appendix  I),  but  the  peak  high  tide  roost  count  at  West  Thurrock  at  this 
time  contained  many  more  birds  (2,500),  so  there  would  again  appear  to  be  a 
large  movement  of  this  species  into  the  area  to  roost.  The  pattern  of  movement  is 
similar  to  Dunlin  so  may  involve  birds  of  these  two  species  feeding  and  roosting 
together.  As  with  Dunlin,  the  reasons  for  the  dramatic  increase  in  roosting 
numbers  are  unclear  but  cleaner  river  conditions  must  be  a  factor.  A  much 
smaller  roost  has  recently  become  established  at  Rainham  with  up  to  220  birds 
using  the  old  barges  and  remnant  saltings. 


COMMON  SANDPIPER.  Up  to  six  birds  have  wintered  at  Rainham  during  the 
last  decade  with  a  slight  increase  during  the  last  ten  years.  Smaller  numbers 
winter  elsewhere  on  the  Inner  Thames  (eg  at  Barking  and  Dartford)  with  a  total 
winter  population  of  between  six  and  ten  birds.  Passage  birds  in  both  spring  and 
autumn  regularly  use  the  river  foreshore  for  feeding  -  unlike  Green  Sandpiper 
which  is  rarely  seen  on  the  tidal  Thames. 


TURNSTONE.  As  with  Dunlin  and  Redshank  winter  numbers  have  increased  in 
the  last  five  years.  At  least  twelve  regularly  winter  at  Swanscombe  and  Grays  on 
a  small  area  of  shingle  and  rock  -  the  only  parts  of  the  Inner  Thames  where  such 
habitat  exists  in  any  quantity.  Although  some  of  these  birds  do  use  the  high  tide 
roost  at  West  Thurrock,  most  appear  to  move  off  downriver  at  high  tide,  perhaps 
to  Cliffe  (K).  Passage  numbers  feeding  on  the  foreshore  have  remained  fairly 
constant  during  the  past  decade. 
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Fig  7.  Peak  Montly  Counts  of  Redshank 
West  Thurrock  Roost  -  1 983-84 


Fig  8.  Peak  Montly  Counts  of  Redshank 
West  Thurrock  Roost  -  1 988-89 


Fig  9.  Peak  Monthly  Counts  of  Redshank 
West  Thurrock  Roost  -  1991-92 
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THE  FUTURE 

At  present  the  Inner  Thames  forms  an  invaluable  site  for  both  passage  and 
wintering  birds.  One  locality,  West  Thurrock,  currently  holds  nationally  and 
internationally  important  numbers  of  Redshank  and  Dunlin.  The  co-ordinated 
low  tide  counts  in  February  1992  confirmed  the  importance  of  the  whole  Inner 
Thames  area  for  wintering  wildfowl.  The  site  as  a  whole  holds  nationally 
important  numbers  of  Ringed  Plover,  Redshank  and  Dunlin,  while  in  some 
winters  Teal  and  Gadwall  numbers  exceed  national  qualifying  levels.  In  1992, 
Dunlin  numbers  at  the  West  Thurrock  roost  were  over  20,000  making  this  site  of 
international  importance.  At  least  half  of  these  were  using  the  Inner  Thames  as  a 
feeding  site  also.  If  this  trend  is  maintained,  the  Inner  Thames  will  be  one  of  the 
major  wetland  areas  in  Britain,  both  in  terms  of  the  sheer  number  and  the  variety 
of  wintering  waders  present. 

Passage  waders  have  remained  fairly  constant  in  numbers  but  again  the  future 
may  bring  a  greater  variety  and  a  continuation  of  foreshore  feeding,  as  with 
Greenshank,  Little  Stint  and  Curlew  Sandpiper  (Table  3,  Figure  1).  With 
continued  improvement  of  the  river  scarce  passage  species  such  as  Knot  and 
Sanderling  may  increase  in  frequency. 

Seabirds  and  Cormorant,  now  often  seen  as  far  upriver  as  Barking  and 
Thamesmead,  may  in  future  occur  as  far  up  the  City  on  a  regular  basis.  Terns  will 
hopefully  continue  to  increase,  particularly  if  the  Power  Stations  outfalls  continue 
to  work.  It  is  vital  that  three  elements  of  the  Inner  Thames  complex  are  given 
some  protection  to  maintain  this  improvement  in  birdlife  for  the  next  decade: 

1.  The  foreshore  should  be  left  undisturbed,  particularly  the  mudflats.  The  loss 
of  Woolwich  Bay  in  the  early  1970s  aptly  demonstrates  the  dreadful  effect' 
that  this  type  of  development  can  have  on  a  species-rich  area  (Wheatley, 
1991).  At  present  there  is  tremendous  pressure  on  all  areas  of  mudflat  from 
oil  terminals,  marinas,  dock  development  projects  and  the  opening  up  of  the 
River  Thames  for  public  transport. 

2.  The  high  tide  roosts  must  be  protected.  Already  part  of  the  West  Thurrock 
site  has  been  converted  to  a  lorry  park.  The  pressure  on  alternative  sites 
(Dartford  Marsh,  Rainham  Marsh  and  Swanscombe  Marsh)  is  much  in 
evidence  from  the  so-called  ‘East  London  Development  Corridor’. 

3.  The  power  station  outfalls  should  continue  to  operate  and  the  value  of  these 
be  fully  understood  by  all  involved.  If  the  power  stations  close  or  are 
converted  to  other  forms  of  power  generation  the  effect  on  feeding  numbers 
of  terns,  Cormorant  and  Grey  Heron  would  be  very  detrimental. 

With  careful  management  the  Inner  Thames  will  continue  to  develop  as  one  of 
the  major  bird  habitats  in  South-East  england  and  continue  to  provide  exciting 
birdwatching  well  into  the  next  century. 
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Appendix  I.  Co-ordinated  Inner  Thames  Low  Tide  Count  -  February  1992. 


Site 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Total 

Shelduck 

41 

15 

13 

11 

19 

7 

- 

17 

- 

50 

120 

74 

367 

Wigeon 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

50 

3 

58 

Gadwall 

- 

31 

31 

Teal 

26 

156 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

79 

350 

234 

848 

Mallard 

68 

46 

25 

10 

- 

25 

1 

- 

5 

30 

140 

29 

379 

Pintail 

4 

4 

Shoveler 

- 

4 

4 

Pochard 

6 

6 

Tufted  Duck 

5 

5 

Oystercatcher 

1 

1 

Ringed  Plover 

9 

- 

- 

58 

- 

7 

- 

5 

50 

220 

10 

3 

362 

Grey  Plover 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

23 

1 

- 

25 

Lapwing 

77 

- 

- 

- 

26 

10 

- 

71 

20 

500 

150 

20 

874 

Dunlin  910 

4 

100 

209 

16 

282 

27 

610 

400 

6000 

1300 

420 

10278 

Ruff 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

5 

Snipe 

- 

2 

2 

11 

- 

14 

- 

- 

- 

7 

24 

- 

60 

Bar-tailed  Godwit 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Curlew 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

- 

1 

- 

8 

- 

- 

15 

Redshank 

4 

13 

29 

67 

6 

29 

17 

49 

55 

700 

230 

32 

1231 

Common  Sandpiper 

2 

- 

Turnstone 
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— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

14 

1 

— 

— 

16 

Site  Key 

1  Thamesmead 

2  Crossness 

3  Erith 

4  Crayford 


7  Greenhithe 

8  Swanscombe 

9  Grays 

10  West  Thurrock 
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Status  of  the  Canada 
Goose,  the  Greylag 
Goose  and  other 
introduced  geese  in 
Greater  London  and 
Middlesex,  1991 

Helen  Baker 


INTRODUCTION 

In  1991  the  Wildfowl  and  Wetlands  Trust  (WWT)  organised  a  survey  of 
introduced  geese,  in  particular  the  Canada  Goose  Branta  canadensis  and  the 
Greylag  Goose  Anser  anser.  Recent  National  Wildfowl  Counts  indicated  that  the 
Canada  Goose  had  increased  rapidly  since  the  last  national  survey  in  1975-76 
when  Ogilvie  (1977)  put  the  population  at  19,400  and  before  the  survey,  the 
WWT  estimated  that  the  British  population  was  probably  in  the  region  of  60,000 
birds.  Introduced  Greylag  Geese  have  never  been  systematically  surveyed  but 
were  also  increasing  and  were  estimated  to  number  about  26,000.  The  aim  of  the  , 
survey  was  to  obtain  information  about  the  number  and  distribution  of  both  these 
species,  other  less  common  introduced  species  (such  as  the  Barnacle  Goose 
Branta  leucopsis  and  Egyptian  Goose  Alopochen  aegyptiacus )  and  also  hybrids. 

The  following  paper  summarises  data  received  for  10  km  squares  lying 
wholly  or  largely  in  Greater  London  and  the  old  county  of  Middlesex  (i.e.  the 
study  area  excludes  the  outer  part  of  the  London  Area  as  covered  by  the  LNHS). 
In  June  1983  Baker  (1985)  concluded  that  there  were  approximately  3,420 
Canada  Geese  in  the  whole  of  the  London  Area. 

METHOD 

The  survey  took  place  between  June  22nd  and  July  14th  1991  when  it  was 
anticipated  that  most  geese  would  be  moulting  and  therefore  flightless.  During 
this  vulnerable  period  non-breeding  geese  tend  to  congregate  at  traditional  sites 
where  they  are  relatively  safe  but  pairs  with  young  may  have  to  remain  at  their 
breeding  sites.  All  known  nesting  sites  and  any  other  suitable  habitat  were  to  be 
visited.  The  LNHS  10km  square  organisers  arranged  coverage  within  their  area 
and  most  of  the  work  was  done  by  birdwatchers  participating  in  the  LNHS 
breeding  atlas  survey. 

Observers  were  asked  to  complete  a  WWT  form  for  each  site  which  they 
visited.  Geese  were  counted  and  categorised  as  adults,  juveniles  or  unaged.  The 
absence  of  geese  was  also  recorded.  Where  goslings  had  joined  together  to  form 
creches  the  size  of  each  creche  was  noted;  elsewhere  the  number  of  goslings  in 
each  brood  was  recorded.  Information  was  requested  on  ringed  birds  or  any 
which  were  visibly  diseased  or  injured.  Site  details  were  also  required. 
Observers  categorised  the  habitat  (e.g.  lake,  pond,  river),  recorded  the  number  of 
islands  and  described  the  surrbunding  habitat. 


176 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  56  FOR  1991 


RESULTS 

The  numbers  of  Canada  Geese  and  Greylag  Geese  in  Greater  London  and 
Middlesex  in  each  10km  square  are  shown  in  Figures  1  and  2  respectively.  Totals 
of  5,037  Canada  Geese  (including  at  least  720  juveniles)  and  261  Greylag  Geese 
(including  44  juveniles)  were  recorded.  Canada  Geese  were  concentrated  in  the 
lower  Lea  Valley  (Walthamstow  Reservoirs),  the  Inner  London  Royal  Parks  and 
the  Colne  Valley/Wraysbury  Area.  Counts  for  sites  holding  more  than  100  birds 
of  either  species  are  summarised  in  Table  1.  This  shows  that  69%  of  Canada 
Geese  were  at  just  13  sites  with  Walthamstow  Reservoirs  being  the  most 
important.  Greylag  Geese  were  much  less  widespread,  occurring  at  only  ten  sites 
with  one,  St  James’s  Park,  accounting  for  61%  of  the  total. 


Table  1. 

Counts  for  sites  with  more  than  100  Canada  Geese  or  Greylag  Geese. 


Canada  Goose 

Greylag  Goose 

Total  inc 

Total  inc 

Juveniles 

Juveniles 

Juveniles 

Juveniles 

Walthamstow  Res 

1157 

77 

28 

12 

Battersea  Park 

340 

80 

— 

— 

Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gdns 

336 

- 

10 

- 

Regent’s  Park 

285 

- 

32 

- 

Broadwater  GP 

201 

— 

24 

13 

St  James’s  Park 

193 

4 

158 

17 

Bam  Elms  Res 

168 

16 

- 

— 

Horton  GP/Wraysbury  No.  1  GP 

154 

12 

- 

- 

Wraysbury  GP 

153 

53  * 

1 

- 

Dulwich  Park  Lake 

126 

33 

- 

- 

Victoria  Park  Boating  Lake 

123 

50 

— 

— 

Princes  Ski  Club  GP  (nr  Staines) 

120 

21 

- 

- 

Finsbury  Park 

120 

30 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

3476 

376 

253 

42 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  total  of  720  juvenile  Canada  Geese  is  the  minimum 
number.  In  some  cases  it  was  difficult  to  distinguish  large  juveniles  from  adults 
and  519  birds  were  recorded  as  unaged.  Also  over  2.000  Canada  Goose  eggs  are 
known  to  have  been  pricked,  under  licence,  in  an  attempt  to  control  numbers 
(London  Ecology  Unit  pers  comm). 

Information  on  brood  size  was  provided  for  only  336  (47%)  of  the  Canada 
Goose  juveniles.  Of  these,  144  (43%)  were  in  creches,  the  largest  of  which 
comprised  37  goslings.  Broods  ranged  from  nine  down  to  one.  Most  of  the 
goslings  (67%)  were  in  broods  of  between  three  and  five.  The  only  details  for 
Greylag  Geese  came  from  St  James’s  Park  where  there  were  single  broods  of 
four  and  five  goslings,  two  with  two  and  four  with  just  one  gosling.  Several 
‘  other  species  of  geese  and  free-flying  domestic  geese  were  recorded.  Forty  nine 
birds  were  counted  of  which  22  were  described  as  domestic  (or  farmyard)  'w  hite' 
or  Greylag  Geese,  hybrid  farmyard  x  Greylag  Goose  or  hybrid  farmyard  x 
Canada  Goose.  There  were  six  Chinese  Geese  and  four  Chinese  x  Canada  Goose 
hybrids.  In  addition  there  were: 

3  Egyptian  Geese, 

2  Bar-headed  Geese  ( Anser  indicus), 

5  Barnacle  Geese, 

1  (‘blue’)  Snow  Goose  ( Anser  caendescens), 

6  Canada  Goose  x  Greylag  Goose  hybrids. 
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Figure  1:  Number  of  Canada  Geese  present  in  each  10  km  square  in  1991. 


Figure  2:  Number  of  Greylag  Geese  present  in  each  10  km  square  in  1991. 
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Coverage  in  Greater  London  and  Middlesex  was  generally  good.  Exceptions 
were  TQ58  for  which  no  data  were  received  and  TQ17  where  forms  were  not 
received  from  some  suitable  sites. 

RINGED  BIRDS 

No  colour  ringed  geese  were  recorded.  Quite  a  number  of  Canada  Geese  have 
been  ringed  with  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology’s  metal  rings  over  a 
considerable  period  and  with  a  little  practice  the  numbers  can  be  read  if  the  birds 
are  tame  but  in  general  observers  did  not  attempt  this.  At  Central  Pond, 
Wandsworth  Common,  seven  Canada  Geese  ringed  in  the  late  1970s  were 
present.  A  Canada  Goose  at  Alexandra  Park  which  has  been  seen  there  regularly 
since  April  26th  1986  was  ringed  as  a  juvenile  at  Rye  Meads  on  June  15th  1985. 

DISEASED  OR  INJURED  BIRDS  INCLUDING  THOSE  WITH  ‘ANGEL 
WINGS’ 

A  small  number  of  birds  were  described  as  diseased  or  injured.  Five  Canada 
Geese  and  one  Greylag  Goose  were  lame  or  had  deformed  or  swollen  legs.  Ten 
Canada  Geese  and  two  Greylag  Geese  had  damaged  wings  and  13  Canada  Geese 
had  ‘angel  wings’  (a  deformity  which  results  in  the  wings  protruding  from  the 
body  in  the  closed  position  and  renders  the  birds  flightless). 

SITE  DETAILS 

A  few  observers  failed  to  answer  some  or  all  of  the  habitat  questions  but  the  type 
of  site  was  recorded  in  all  but  two  instances.  Taking  all  species  of  geese 
together,  5,237  were  at  man-made  lakes  or  ponds  and  93  at  river  sites.  A  more 
detailed  analysis  is  given  in  Table  2.  The  majority  (95%)  were  at  sites  with  at 
least  one  island,  a  feature  which  is  likely  to  be  of  particular  importance  to 
flightless  geese.  Greylag  Geese  and  the  other  less  abundant  species  occurred  at 
lakes  of  all  sizes. 

The  13  most  important  sites  listed  in  Table  1  comprised  seven  in  the  large 
lake  category  and  six  small  lakes.  The  two  reservoirs  both  consist  of  several 
basins  separated  by  grass  covered  causeways.  However,  whereas  at  Walthamstow 
Reservoirs  there  are  wooded  islands,  there  is  much  less  cover  at  Barn  Elms 
Reservoir.  There  were  seven  urban  parks  with  grassland,  trees  and  shrubs  and 
also  hard  areas  allowing  people  and  geese  easy  access  to  the  water's  edge.  The 
other  four  sites  were  flooded  gravel  pits  situated  in  the  west  of  the  survey  area. 
In  most  cases  they  were  surrounded  by  a  mixture  of  deciduous  wood  or  scrub  and 
grass  but  Horton  Gravel  Pit  and  Wraysbury  No.l  pit  (treated  as  one  site)  was 
exceptional  in  that  half  the  bank  was  adjacent  to  arable  farm  land. 

Table  2.  Distribution  of  geese  according  to  type  of  site. 


Site  Type  Canada  Geese  Greylag  Geese  Other  Geese 


No 

% 

No. 

% 

No 

% 

No 

% 

Large  Lake  (>250  M  across 

15 

19 

2259 

51 

54 

21 

17 

35 

Small  Lake  (75-250  M  across) 

39 

49 

2097 

42 

205 

78 

20 

41 

Pond  (<75  M  across) 

22 

28 

271 

5 

2 

1 

12 

24 

River 

3 

4 

93 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

79 

100 

5020 

100 

261 

100 

49 

100 

NB.  No  information  was  provided  about  the  sites  where  17  Canada  Geese  were  recorded 
and  they  have  therefore  been  excluded  from  this  analysis. 
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COMPARISON  WITH  THE  1983  CANAL/  \  GOOSE  SURVEY 

The  1983  Canada  Goose  Breeding  Survey  counts  took  place  between  May  28th 
and  June  19th,  before  the  annual  moult  and  therefore  the  results  are  not  strictly 
comparable  with  those  of  the  present  survey.  1  hey  do  however,  provide  the  best 
comparison  available.  In  1983  in  the  16  10km  squares  comprising  Greater 
London  and  Middlesex,  a  total  of  1,552  Canada  Geese  (including  614  juveniles) 
was  recorded.  This  compares  with  5,037  (including  at  least  720  juveniles)  in 
1991.  Table  3  compares  the  numbers  on  a  10  km  square  basis. 

TQ38  and  TQ27  where  the  highest  numbers  of  geese  were  recorded  were  also 
important  in  1983.  In  TQ38  most  of  the  birds  were  at  Walthamstow  Reservoirs 
(1157  in  1991  and  332  in  1983).  The  other  important  sites  in  1991  were  Finsbury 
Park  and  Victoria  Park  where  numbers  had  increased  from  five  to  120  and  five  to 
123  respectively.  In  TQ27  more  than  half  the  geese  were  at  three  sites;  Battersea 
Park  (340  in  1991;  15  in  1983),  St  James’s  Park  (193  in  1991;  98  in  1983)  and 
Barn  Elms  Reservoir  (168  in  1991;  16  in  1983).  Numbers  had  increased  at 
virtually  all  the  other  sites  in  the  10km  square. 

There  were  a  number  of  10km  squares  where  very  few  Canada  Geese  were 
recorded  in  1983  but  more  than  50  were  present  in  1991.  The  increases  in  TQ26 
and  TQ37  were  particularly  dramatic.  In  these  squares  a  few  pairs,  usually  with 
goslings,  were  reported  in  many  parks  with  a  small  lake  or  pond  which  had 
apparently  not  been  colonised  in  1983.  The  numbers  in  TQ37  were  boosted  by  a 
flock  of  126  at  Dulwich  Park  where  there  were  just  15  in  1983. 

Table  3.  Comparison  of  the  number  of  Canada  Geese  and  goslings  recorded 
in  1983  and  1991  on  a  10km  square  basis. 

10km  sq.  1983  1991 


Total  (inc  Juvs) 

Juveniles 

Total  (inc  Juvs) 

Juveniles 

TQ07 

17* 

13  * 

451 

90 

TQ08 

107* 

75  * 

287 

4 

TQ17 

382 

187 

154* 

61  * 

TQ18 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TQ26 

6 

4 

66 

32 

TQ27 

207 

70 

1170 

113 

TQ28 

313 

34 

731 

17 

TQ29 

40 

22 

97 

29 

TQ36 

26 

13 

108 

9 

TQ37 

37 

17 

343 

115 

TQ38 

366 

163 

1419 

161 

TQ39 

19 

3 

84 

24 

TQ46 

0 

0 

54 

27 

TQ47 

2 

0 

56 

27 

TQ48 

23 

8 

17 

11 

TQ58 

7 

5 

N/A 

N/A 

Total 

1552 

614 

5037 

720 

*  coverage  in  these  10km  squares  was  incomplete. 

Any  comparison  of  the  number  of  juveniles  in  the  two  surveys  must  be  treated 
with  caution  because: 

i.  four  10km  squares  received  good  coverage  in  only  one  of  the  two  surveys; 

ii.  at  a  number  of  sites  some  or  all  of  the  eggs  were  pricked  under  licence  in 
1991  and  possibly  in  1983; 
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iii.  with  the  difference  in  timing  between  the  two  surveys  more  goslings  were 
likely  to  have  died  before  the  1991  count  than  before  the  1983  count  and 
additionally  in  1991  some  older  ones  were  probably  classified  as  ‘unaged’; 

iv.  the  weather  in  May  and  June  1991  was  particularly  bad  and  juvenile 
mortality  was  likely  to  be  higher  than  usual. 

Table  4  compares  the  number  of  goslings  at  sites  where  they  were  recorded  in 
both  surveys  and  egg  pricking  was  not  known  to  have  taken  place.  Numbers 
increased  from  225  in  1983  to  304  in  1991.  There  had  been  a  decrease  at  four 
sites  and  an  increase  at  nine.  Predation  by  foxes  Vulpes  vulpes  and  Grey  Herons 
Ardea  cinerea  was  noted  at  Osterley  Park. 

Table  4.  Sites  at  which  juveniles  were  recorded  in  1983  and  1991  and  at 
which  no  egg  pricking  was  known  to  take  place. 


10  km  Sq 

Site 

1983 

Goslings 

1991 

TQ17 

Osterley  Park 

59 

8 

Gunnersbury  Park 

18 

23 

TQ29 

Alexandra  Park 

2 

26 

TQ27 

Bam  Elms  Res 

10 

16 

Clapham  Common 

10 

5 

TQ26 

Beddington  SF 

4 

3 

TQ39 

Grovelands  Park 

3 

10 

TQ38 

Walthamstow  Res 

97 

77 

Finsbury  Park 

3 

30 

Victoria  Park 

3 

50 

TQ37 

Brockwell  Park 

4 

17 

Dulwich  Park 

7 

33 

TQ36 

South  Norwood  Lake 

5 

6 

Total 

225 

304 

NB:  where  counts  were  made  on  more  than  one  date  in  1983  the  latest  figure  has  been  used. 


GREYLAG  GOOSE 

There  has  been  no  previous  survey  of  the  Greylag  Goose  either  nationally  or  in 
the  LNHS  Area  but  Owen  and  Salmon  (1988)  reviewed  its  status  in  Britain  and 
Ireland  from  1960  to  1986.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  nineteenth  century,  the  Greylag 
Goose  had  bred  as  far  south  as  the  East  Anglian  fenland  but  it  became  extinct  as 
a  breeding  species  except  for  a  small  population  in  the  north  of  Scotland. 
Between  1959  and  the  early  1970s  the  Wildfowlers'  Association  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  (WAGBI)  introduced  birds  at  various  sites  to  re-establish  a  feral 
nesting  population  in  England.  Owen  and  Salmon  estimated  that  from  the  late 
1960s  to  1985  the  population  was  increasing  at  13%  per  annum  and  that  in  1985 
there  were  in  the  region  of  13,000  to  14.000  feral  Greylag  Geese. 

Montier  (1977),  recorded  breeding  in  two  well  separated  parts  of  the  London 
Area  during  1968-72.  Birds  had  been  introduced  to  the  Sevenoaks  Wildfowl 
Reserve  between  1961  and  1966  and  were  breeding  at  a  number  of  sites  in  that 
area.  There  were  also  breeding  records  from  the  Colne  Valley  south  of 
Rickmansworth.  The  origin  of  these  birds  is  not  known  but  the  Greylag  Geese 
recorded  at  Broadwater  GP  in  the  present  survey  are  part  of  the  Colne  Valley 
population. 
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The  stronghold  for  Greylag  Geese  in  Greater  London  and  Middlesex  is  St 
James’s  Park.  Birds  were  introduced  into  the  pinioned  collection  but  free-flying 
young  established  a  feral  population.  The  increase  in  numbers  has  been 
documented  by  Oliver  (1987)  for  the  period  up  to  June  1986.  The  number  of 
broods  increased  from  two  in  1978  to  seven  in  1985  and  the  average  counts  rose 
from  under  30  in  the  two  seasons  from  July  1981  to  June  1983  to  66  in  the 
1985/86  season.  Since  then  this  trend  has  continued  with  11  broods  in  1989  and 
an  average  count  of  1 12  in  the  1990/91  season  (PJ  Oliver  pers  comm). 

From  records  in  the  LBR  it  is  possible  to  trace  the  colonisation  of  other  sites. 
Greylag  Geese  were  first  recorded  in  Regent’s  Park  in  1985  when  four  pairs  bred 
but  in  fact  up  to  16  birds  were  present  and  breeding  took  place  in  1983  {pers 
obs ).  During  the  present  survey  32  adults  were  recorded  there.  In  the  1980s  they 
were  comparatively  infrequent  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  (pers  obs) 
but  a  flock  of  44  was  recorded  in  December  1990  and  ten  were  present  during  the 
survey.  The  only  other  site  with  ten  or  more  birds  was  Walthamstow  Reservoirs. 
The  first  breeding  record  here  was  in  1980  when  one  pair  bred.  By  1987  there 
were  five  pairs.  These  record  suggest  that  the  Greylag  Goose  is  gradually 
colonising  suitable  sites  and  the  population  is  increasing. 


DISCUSSION 

In  the  report  on  the  1983  survey  I  predicted  (Baker,1985)  that  Canada  Geese 
would  continue  to  spread  until  all  the  suitable  habitat  was  occupied  unless 
measures  were  taken  to  limit  their  numbers.  This  survey  indicates  that  this  is 
indeed  happening  and  it  confirms  that  the  number  of  Canada  Geese  in  Greater 
London  and  Middlesex  has  continued  to  increase  dramatically. 

As  this  is  not  a  discrete  population  and  there  was  a  difference  in  the  timing  of 
the  two  surveys,  any  comparison  of  total  numbers  must  be  treated  with  caution. 
However,  on  the  basis  of  the  data,  in  1991  there  were  more  than  three  times  the 
number  of  Canada  Geese  counted  in  1983  and  they  were  increasing  at  a  rate  of 
just  under  16%  per  annum.  This  is  well  above  the  estimate  of  8%  per  annum 
since  1962  for  Great  Britain  made  by  Owen  (1986).  However,  provisional  results 
of  the  national  survey  suggest  that  Greater  London  and  Middlesex  is  not  atypical 
in  experiencing  a  rapid  increase  in  the  Canada  Goose  population  although  the 
rate  of  increase  does  appear  to  be  greater  than  in  many  regions.  When  the  results 
are  published  it  will  be  interesting  to  see  what  changes  have  taken  place  in  the 
neighbouring  counties  which  include  the  outer  parts  of  the  London  Area.  From 
information  provided  by  the  Surrey  organiser  it  is  clear  that  there  has  been  a  big 
increase  in  TQ06  (231  in  1983,  544  in  1991)  and  TQ16  (81  in  1983,  488  in 
1991),  the  two  Surrey  10  km  squares  which  include  a  stretch  of  the  River 
Thames.  However,  further  south  in  TQ25,  which  includes  Gatton  Park,  and 
TQ35,  the  Godstone  area,  numbers  have  decreased  from  a  combined  total  of  328 
in  1983  to  164  in  1991  (S.  Peters  pers  comm). 

Tables  3  and  4  suggest  that  Canada  Geese  have  spread  into  suitable  habitat  in 
the  east  of  the  area  where  numbers  were  low  in  1983  but  there  has  also  been 
some  increase  in  most  10km  squares  where  geese  were  well  established  at  that 
time.  While  some  sites  had  apparently  reached  their  carrying  capacity  for 
breeding  pairs  by  1983,  others  had  not.  Dispersal  has  undoubtedly  been  helped 
by  the  practice,  in  the  1980s,  of  rounding  up  birds  in  St  James’s  Park,  and 
possibly  other  sites,  and  taking  them  to  suitable  localities  which  lacked  geese. 

At  present  we  do  not  know  what  happens  to  the  juveniles  which  survive  to 
join  the  post-moult  population.  They  may  die  in  their  first  year,  join  a  local  non- 
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breeding  flock  or  disperse  to  other  sites  in  Greater  London  and  Middlesex  or 
beyond.  A  colour  ringing  programme  would  help  to  answer  these  questions. 

Greylag  Geese  are  much  less  abundant  than  Canada  Geese  but  they  are 
increasing  at  their  stronghold,  St  James’s  Park,  and  have  been  recorded  at  a 
number  of  new  sites  since  1980.  If  there  were  direct  competition  for  nest  sites 
between  the  two  species,  the  larger  Canada  Goose  would  be  expected  to  win.  At 
present  they  appear  to  be  co-existing  and  Greylag  Geese  are  able  to  establish 
themselves  and  breed  at  sites  where  large  numbers  of  Canada  Geese  occur.  The 
other  geese  which  were  recorded  were  in  all  probability  birds  which  had  escaped 
from  farms  or  collections. 


CONCLUSION 

Greater  London  and  Middlesex  with  an  abundance  of  ornamental  parks,  gravel 
pits  and  reservoirs,  provide  an  ideal  habitat  for  Canada  Geese  and  other 
introduced  species.  Since  the  1983  survey  Canada  Geese  have  continued  to 
spread  and  numbers  have  increased  considerably.  While  it  is  possible  that  the 
rate  of  increase  may  be  slowing  down  and  some  sites  may  have  reached  their 
carrying  capacity,  there  is  no  indication  that  the  increase  in  numbers  is  levelling 
off.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see  whether  the  Greylag  Goose  population  will  spread 
from  the  few  sites  where  it  currently  breeds  and  develop  in  the  same  way  as  the 
Canada  Goose. 
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INTRODUCTION  AND  METHOD 

The  status  of  rare  birds  in  the  London  Area  has  been  reviewed  on  three  previous 
occasions;  firstly,  as  part  of  a  wider  study  of  London’s  avifauna  in  the  LNHS's 
book  The  Birds  of  the  London  Area  (1957),  then  in  the  second  edition  of  this 
book  in  1964  and  finally  by  Chandler  and  Osborne  in  Scarce  Migrants  in  the 
London  Area,  1955-74  (1977).  This  paper  seeks  to  update  those  reviews  and 
provide  more  detail  of  the  records,  but  uses  a  more  selective  list  of  species, 
including  only  those  considered  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  ( BBRC } 
since  its  formation  in  1958  plus  seven  species  which,  although  never  considered 
national  rarities  by  the  BBRC,  remain  extremely  rare  in  the  London  Area.  The 
analysis  technique  used  in  this  paper  is  similar  to  that  used  by  Chandler  and 
Osborne  (1977)  and  more  recently  by  Dymond,  Fraser  and  Gantlett  (1989),  who 
reviewed  all  records  of  national  rarities  and  scarce  migrants.  For  species  where 
there  has  been  a  sufficient  number  of  records  for  meaningful  statistical  analysis, 
histograms  are  used  to  depict  their  seasonal  pattern  of  occurrence.  Only  fully 
accepted  and  published  records  in  the  period  1900  to  1991  are  included. 

Each  species  account  consists  of  a  brief  comment  on  its  geographical  range;  a 
listing  of  each  record  in  the  London  Area  giving  year,  location  and  date(s);  a 
histogram  where  appropriate  and  a  comment  on  its  pattern  of  occurrence  in  a 
national  context.  For  all  pre-1958  records  and  where  the  species  was  only 
considered  by  the  BBRC  for  part  of  the  period,  a  single  asterisk  (*)  is  placed 
beside  any  records  outside  that  period  to  indicate  acceptance  of  the  record  by  the 
LNHS  records  committee.  The  histograms  are  constructed  for  seven  day  periods 
and  each  individual  record  is  counted  in  the  seven  day  period  in  which  it  first 
occurred.  Each  species  is  accompanied  by  two  numbers  in  brackets,  the  first 
being  the  number  of  records  between  1900  and  1958  and  the  second  the  number 
of  records  between  1958  and  1991.  As  is  standard  in  the  LBR,  sightings  of  more 
than  one  bird  (where  they  are  known  or  presumed  to  have  arrived  together)  are 
treated  as  one  record.  Abbreviations  for  site  names  are  as  per  those  listed  on  the 
first  page  of  Birds  of  the  London  Area  1991  in  this  report.  A  listing  of  species 
considered  by  the  BBRC  which  occurred  in  the  London  Area  before  1900  but  not 
since  is  given  in  Appendix  I. 

Three  species  considered  by  the  BBRC  between  1958  and  1962  only  have 
been  omitted  from  this  paper  because  of  their  subsequent  regularity  of  occurrence 
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in  the  London  Area:  Red-crested  Pochard  (many  records,  probably  mostly 
escapes),  Pectoral  Sandpiper  (45  records)  and  Mediterranean  Gull  (many 
records).  Ferruginous  Duck,  considered  by  the  BBRC  from  1958  to  1968,  has 
been  omitted  because  of  a  very  confused  picture  due  to  escapes  and  a  lack  of 
documentation  for  old  records.  Cetti’s  Warbler,  (many  records  after  the  first  in 
1976,  irregular  breeder)  considered  by  the  BBRC  from  1958  to  1976,  has  been 
omitted  because  of  its  subsequent  regularity  in  the  London  Area  and  recent  status 
as  an  irregular  breeding  bird.  Six  species  never  considered  national  rarities  have 
been  included  because  of  their  rarity  in  the  London  Area  (all  less  than  ten 
records):  Mediterranean  Shearwater,  Dotterel,  Barred  Warbler,  Red¬ 
breasted  Flycatcher,  Goshawk  and  Ortolan  Bunting.  These  species  are  marked 
with  a  double  asterisk  (**). 

SPECIES  ACCOUNTS 

MEDITERRANEAN  SHEARWATER**,  Puffinus  yelkouan  (0,1).  Breeds  on 
islands  in  the  Mediterranean,  wintering  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 

1984  Island  Bam  Res,  Surrey  on  Aug  17th. 

One  of  the  most  extraordinary  of  all  London  records.  Mediterranean  Shearwaters 
are  regular  visitors  to  seas  off  western  Britain  with  small  numbers  also  recorded 
in  the  English  Channel  and  the  North  Sea.  However,  it  appears  that  there  has  only 
been  one  other  inland  occurrence  -  a  bird  found  dead  in  Kent  in  about  1865.  Also 
notable  was  the  lack  of  bad  weather  preceding  the  Island  Bam  record.  This 
species  was  considered  a  sub-species  of  Manx  Shearwater  until  receiving  specific 
status  in  1991. 


LITTLE  SHEARWATER.  Puffinus  assimilis  (1,0).  Breeds  in  Atlantic,  Pacific 
and  Indian  Oceans  wandering  casually  away  from  breeding  sites. 

1912*  Welling,  Kent  on  Aug  20th  (picked  up  dead). 

Another  incredible  seabird  record,  even  more  extraordinary  than  the  previous 
species  given  the  rarity  of  Little  Shearwaters  in  British  waters.  The  bird  was 
subspecifically  identified  as  P.a.  baroli\  which  breeds  on  the  Azores,  Canary, 
Desertas  and  Salvage  Islands. 


LITTLE  BITTERN.  Ixobrychus  minutus  (5,2).  Widespread  breeder  throughout 
central,  southern  and  eastern  Europe;  also  west  Asia,  central  and  southern  Africa 
and  Australia.  One  breeding  record  in  Britain  (Yorkshire.  1984). 

1954*  Nazeing  GP,  Essex  on  May  30th. 

*  Richmond  Park,  Surrey  from  Aug  20th  to  24th. 

*  Beddington  SF,  Surrey  from  Aug  27th  to  29th. 

1956*  Beddington  SF,  Surrey  two  from  June  18th  to  July  14th. 

*  Beddington  SF,  Surrey,  from  Aug  6th  to  14th. 

1961  Weybridge,  Surrey  on  Aug  22nd  (found  dead). 

1976  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  Kent  on  Oct  1 7th. 

The  1961  record  was  not  published  in  the  LBR  until  1980,  although  it  was 
accepted  by  the  BBRC  in  1962,  and  was  therefore  omitted  from  Chandler  and 
Osborne  (1977).  With  an  ever-decreasing  number  of  national  records,  it  may  be  a 
very  long  time  before  this  southern  heron  occurs  in  the  London  Area  again.  The 
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intriguing  1956  record  of  two  in  summer  at  Beddington  SF  may  have  involved  a 
breeding  attempt  and  the  1954  records  in  Surrey  may  have  involved  the  same 
bird. 


NIGHT  HERON,  Ncyticorax  nycticorax  (0,8).  Breeds  erratically  throughout 
southern  Europe  and  in  the  Netherlands.  Also  widely  in  Asia,  the  Americas  and 
Africa.  European  birds  winter  in  Africa  south  of  the  Sahara. 

•  1970  Stocker’s  Lake,  Herts  on  Sept  6th. 

1978  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  Kent  on  July  17th. 

1980  River  Thames  near  Ham  House,  Middx  on  May  23rd. 

Walthamstow  Res,  Essex  on  Oct  1 1th  (found  dead). 

1983  Wraysbury  GP,  Bucks  from  May  4th  to  8th. 

1987  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  Kent  from  May  1st  to  4th. 

1989  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  Kent  on  Aug  28th  and  Sept  3rd. 

1990  Bookham  Common,  Surrey,  on  Apr  7th  at  least. 

A  typical  spread  of  dates  with  only  one  record  falling  outside  the  established 
national  peaks  in  April-June  and  August-September.  There  is  one  probable 
record  prior  to  1958  (Brent  Res,  April  25th  1951)  of  a  bird  in  an  unusual  plumage 
phase.  It  was  seen  only  in  poor  light  and  was  placed  ‘in  square  brackets  with  the 
agreement  of  the  observer’.  There  are  also  three  records  thought  to  relate  to  birds 
of  captive  origin  (1935,  1966  and  1967). 


SQUACCO  HERON,  Ardeola  ralloides  (0,1).  Breeds  in  decreasing  numbers  in 
southern  Europe;  also  in  north  Africa  and  southwest  Asia.  European  breeders  ' 
winter  in  tropical  Africa. 

1979  Rye  Meads,  Herts  on  July  1st. 

Only  one  record  of  this  very  rare  heron.  It  is  somewhat  surprising  that  there  are 
not  more  old  records  of  this  species  which  formerly  occurred  in  Britain  much 
more  regularly.  For  the  same  reasons  as  Little  Bittern,  it  may  be  a  long  time 
before  this  bird  finds  its  way  into  the  London  Area  again. 


LITTLE  EGRET,  Egretta  garzetta  (1,5).  Widespread  breeder  in  southern 
Europe,  much  of  Asia  and  in  Australia.  European  birds  winter  in  central  Africa 
with  increasing  numbers  remaining  in  Europe. 

1956*  Old  Parkbury  GP,  Herts  on  July  1st  and  2nd. 

1972  Walthamstow  Res,  Essex  on  Apr  29th  and  30th. 

1985  Staines  Res,  Middx,  three  on  May  27th. 

Queen  Mary  GP,  Middx  from  July  3rd  to  6th. 

1991*  Perry  Oaks  SF,  Middx  on  Feb  3rd. 

Stocker’s  Lake,  Herts  on  Aug  2nd. 

Unlike  most  other  southern  herons,  national  records  of  this  species  have 
increased  dramatically  in  recent  years  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
this  will  be  reflected  in  the  London  Area  in  future  years.  April  through  to  October 
is  the  most  likely  time  but  birds  have  been  recorded  in  Britain  in  every  month. 
The  1991  Perry  Oaks  bird  was  presumably  the  one  reported  but  never  described 
at  Old  Slade  NR  (B)  on  Feb  14th  and  West  Drayton  (M)  on  Feb  16th.  This 
species  ceased  to  be  considered  by  the  BBRC  at  the  end  of  1990. 
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PURPLE  HERON,  Ardea  purpurea  (1,17).  Breeds  in  the  Netherlands,  Iberia, 
north  Africa  and  discontinuously  eastwards  to  Indonesia.  The  European  breeding 
population  winters  in  Africa. 

1956*  Fishers  Green,  Essex  on  May  12th. 

1958  Walthamstow  Res,  Essex  on  May  25th. 

1967  Staines  Res  and  Staines  Moor,  Middx  on  July  19th  and  20th. 

1969  Walthamstow  Res,  Essex  on  Sept  16th. 

1970  Shepperton  GP,  Middx  on  June  2nd. 

1971  Sewardstone,  Essex  on  Oct  16th. 

1972  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  Kent  on  Aug  17th. 

Rye  Meads,  Herts  from  Sept  2nd  to  Oct  3rd. 

Brent  Res,  Middx  on  Sept  12th. 

1975  Rainham  Marsh,  Essex  on  May  31st. 

1976  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  Kent  on  May  2nd. 

1978  Rainham  Marsh,  Essex  on  May  26th. 

1982  Beddington  SF,  Surrey  on  Apr  1 1th. 

1984*  Wraysbury  GP,  Bucks  on  May  15th. 

1985*  Dartford  Marsh,  Kent  on  Sept  13th  and  14th. 

1987*  Rainham  Marsh,  Essex  on  May  2nd. 

1989*  Amwell  GP,  Herts  on  Aug  5th  and  6th. 

1990*  Dagenham  Chase,  Essex  on  Apr  27th. 

Purple  Heron 


A  surprising  number  of  the  London  records  (almost  50%)  have  occurred  in 
autumn  whereas  nationally  more  than  two  thirds  have  been  in  spring,  mainly  in 
May.  The  BBRC  ceased  to  consider  this  species  at  the  end  of  1982. 


WHITE  STORK,  Ciconia  ciconia  (2,8)  Breeds  discontinuously  in  central 
Europe,  Iberia,  north  Africa  and  western  Asia.  European  breeders  winter  in 
Africa  south  of  the  Sahara.  Reintroduction  scheme  in  The  Netherlands. 

1930*  Richmond  Park,  Surrey  on  May  11th  (thought  to  perhaps  be  an 
escape). 

1938*  Mill  Hill,  Middx  on  Apr  6th. 
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1960  Cheshunt,  Herts  from  Dec  3rd  to  17th  and  Wormley,  Herts  on  Dec 
26th  and  Jan  15th  1961. 

1971  West  Drayton,  Middx  on  May  10th. 

1976  Ilford,  Essex  on  Sept  25th  and  Hornchurch,  Essex  on  Sept  30th. 

1977  Sewardstone,  Essex  on  Apr  3rd. 

1978  Sevenoaks,  Kent  on  July  30th. 

Croydon  and  Beddington  SF,  Surrey  on  Aug  6th. 

1983*  Hampstead,  Middx  on  Apr  15th. 

1986*  Rickmansworth,  Herts  on  June  6th. 

This  bird  has  been  recorded  in  Britain  in  every  month,  but  the  national  peak  is  in 
spring  (April-June)  and  six  of  the  eight  London  records  occurred  at  this  time. 
There  have  been  many  other  records  of  this  species  considered  to  have  been  of 
escapes.  The  BBRC  ceased  to  consider  records  of  White  Stork  at  the  end  of 
1982. 

BLACK  STORK,  Ciconia  nigra  (0,4).  Breeds  in  southern  Europe  eastwards  to 
China,  sparsely  in  central  Europe  and  also  in  southern  Africa.  The  expanding 
European  population  winters  in  tropical  Africa. 

1989  Three  sites  in  the  Lea  Valley,  Essex/Herts  on  May  14th. 

1990  Kennington,  Surrey  (IL)  on  Aug  25th. 

Tyttenhanger  GP,  Herts  on  Apr  16th  and  presumed  same  at  Hemel 
Hempstead,  Herts  on  May  2nd. 

1991  Epping  Forest,  Essex  on  July  7th. 

After  the  long-awaited  first  in  1989  there  has  been  a  relative  deluge  of  records,' 
reflected  on  a  wider  scale  throughout  Britain,  and  is  certainly  connected  to  the 
range  expansion  of  this  species  on  the  near  continent. 


GLOSSY  IBIS,  Plegadis  falcinellus  (0,2).  Breeds  erratically  in  southeast  Europe 
east  to  Australia;  also  in  Caribbean  and  USA.  The  declining  European  population 
mostly  winters  in  Africa. 

1974  Swanscombe  Marsh,  Kent  from  Apr  11th  to  May  12th.  Also  at  West 
Thurrock,  Essex  on  May  5th. 

1977  Totteridge  Common,  Middx  from  May  7th  to  Sept  22nd. 

This  species  can  turn  up  at  most  times  of  the  year  in  Britain  but  there  is  a  defined 
peak  in  May  which  fits  in  with  the  arrival  date  of  both  London  records. 
However,  the  length  of  stay  and  rather  unusual  location  of  the  Middx  bird  must 
cast  doubt  over  its  origin. 


BRENT  GOOSE,  Branta  bernicla  nigricans  (0,2).  Race  of  Brent  Goose 
colloquially  known  as  Black  Brant  which  breeds  in  Arctic  Canada  eastwards  into 
eastern  Siberia.  Winters  mainly  in  southern  USA. 

1984  Staines  Res,  Middx  from  Oct  27th  to  Nov  23rd. 

1990  King  George  V  Res,  Essex  on  Mar  13th. 

Most  British  records  of  this  goose  have  been  coastal  associating  with  large  flocks 
of  nominate  race  Brent  Geese  in  winter.  The  Middx  record  was  of  a  lone  bird 
associating  with  Canada  Geese  which  must  cast  doubt  over  its  origin.  The  Essex 
bird  was  with  a  small  party  of  Brent  Geese. 


188 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  56  FOR  1991 


AMERICAN  WIGEON,  Anas  americana  (0,3)  Breeds  North  America  and 
winters  south  to  central  America. 

1973  Surrey  Docks,  Surrey  (IL),  a  male  on  Aug  29th. 

1975  Surrey  Docks,  Surrey  (IL),  a  pair  on  Sept  5th. 

Surrey  Docks,  Surrey  (IL),  a  male  from  Sept  9th  to  15th. 

Nationally,  this  species  has  occurred  in  every  month  with  a  distinct  peak  in  late 
September/October  as  one  would  expect  from  a  transatlantic  vagrant.  The  three 
London  records  were  all  a  little  earlier  than  the  peak  period.  The  1975  birds  were 
accepted  by  the  BBRC  with  the  added  comment  that  they  were  particularly 
suspect  as  escapes  from  captivity.  Many  records  from  counties  adjacent  to 
London  have  been  rejected/not  submitted  for  this  reason. 


TEAL,  Anas  crecca  carolinensis  (0,4).  The  American  race  of  Teal  known  as 
Green-winged  Teal  breeding  in  North  America  and  wintering  south  to  Central 
America. 

1971  Bam  Elms  Res,  Surrey  on  Apr  1 1th. 

King  George  VI  Res,  Middx  on  Apr  13th. 

1985  Walthamstow  Res,  Essex  from  Feb  28th  to  Mar  27th. 

1990  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  Kent  from  Feb  6th  to  Mar  4th. 

Four  typical  records  of  early  spring  migrants,  all  of  distinctive  males.  This  sub¬ 
species  ceased  to  be  considered  by  the  BBRC  at  the  end  of  1990. 


BLUE-WINGED  TEAL,  Anas  discors  (0,2).  Breeds  in  North  America 
wintering  south  to  central  South  America. 

1981  Bam  Elms  Res,  Surrey,  a  male  from  Feb  16th  to  19th. 

1984  Stocker’s  Lake,  Herts,  a  female  from  Apr  20th  to  27th. 

Nationally  this  species  has  occurred  in  every  month  but  most  records  have  been 
of  spring  (April-June)  and  autumn  (August-  November)  migrants.  The  true 
position  is  undoubtedly  clouded  by  escapes  from  captivity. 


RING-NECKED  DUCK,  Aythya  collaris  (0,6).  Breeds  in  North  America 
wintering  south  to  central  South  America. 

'  1974  Broxboume  GP,  Herts,  a  male  from  Apr  28th  to  30th. 

1977  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  Kent,  a  male  on  Apr  15th. 

Sevenoaks  Reserve,  Kent,  a  male  on  Nov  27th. 

1978  St  James’s  Park,  Middx  (IL),  a  male  on  May  23rd  and  same  bird  at 
Regent’s  Park,  Middx  (IL)  on  June  14th. 

1981  Amwell  GP,  Herts,  a  male  from  Apr  14th  to  May  14th  and  again  on 
May  25th  and  26th. 

1989  Yiewsley  GP  and  Little  Britain  Lake,  Bucks  and  Middx,  a  female 
from  Jan  14th  to  May  2nd. 

There  has  been  a  dramatic  increase  in  the  number  of  British  records  of  this  duck 
since  1976  which  has  clearly  been  reflected  in  the  London  Area.  The  six  records 
all  fit  well  with  the  national  trend  of  a  spring  peak  in  April/May  and  an  autumn 
peak  in  October-December. 
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BLACK  KITE,  Milvus  migrans  (0,3).  Widespread  breeder  in  most  of  Europe, 
Asia,  Africa  and  Australia.  Probably  the  world’s  commonest  large  raptor. 

1979  South  Ockendon,  Essex  on  Apr  19th  and  20th. 

1980  Navestock/Ongar,  Essex  on  Oct  1st  (found  dead). 

1986  Hampton  Hill/Bushy  Park,  Middx  on  Apr  30th. 

The  three  recent  records  of  this  large  raptor  in  the  London  Area  correspond  with  a 
westward  expansion  of  its  breeding  range  in  Europe.  April  is  the  second  best 
month  for  this  species  nationally  whilst  October  records  are  by  no  means  unusual. 


WHITE-TAILED  EAGLE,  Haliaeetus  albicilla  (3,0).  Formerly  bred  in  Britain 
and  there  is  currently  a  re-introduction  programme  on  the  island  of  Rhum.  Breeds 
southern  Greenland  eastwards  to  northern  Asia. 

1906*  Cheverells  near  Titsey,  Surrey  on  Nov  12th  (shot). 

1909*  Weald  Hall  Park,  Essex  on  Feb  6th. 

1928*  Navestock  Lake,  Essex  on  Feb  1st. 

This  huge  raptor  is  an  increasingly  regular  autumn  and  winter  visitor  to  the 
British  east  coast  but  it  is  hard  to  imagine  one  taking  up  residence  in  the  London 
Area  again. 

GOSHAWK**,  Accipter  gentilis  (3,6).  Scarce  breeding  bird  in  Britain.  Most,  if 
not  all,  of  the  British  population  probably  results  from  escaped  falconer’s  birds. 

1955  Broadwater  GP,  Middx  on  Mar  20th  and  Apr  24th. 

Stone  Marshes,  Kent  on  Nov  6th. 

1957  Staines  Res,  Middx  on  June  16th. 

1959  Woldingham,  Surrey,  two  on  Aug  8th  and  9th. 

1960  Beddington  SF,  Surrey  on  Sept  15th. 

1970  Broxboume  Woods,  Herts  on  Jan  25th. 

1980  Epsom,  Surrey  on  Mar  2nd  and  8th. 

1984  Bookham  Common,  Surrey  on  Aug  27th. 

1989  West  Kent  GC  at  Downe,  Kent  on  July  23rd. 

With  no  sign  of  any  breeding  birds  becoming  established  in  the  Area,  and 
precious  little  habitat  available,  it  seems  likely  that  this  magnificent  raptor  will 
remain  a  very  rare  visitor. 

LESSER  KESTREL,  Falco  naumanni  (0,1).  Breeds  in  southern  Europe  and 
north  Africa  eastwards  into  Asia.  Winters  principally  in  Africa  south  of  the 
Sahara  with  a  few  remaining  in  Iberia. 

1974  Rainham  Marsh,  Essex  from  July  31st  to  Aug  3rd. 

There  have  only  been  21  records  of  this  small  falcon  in  Britain  and  this  is  the 
only  record  in  July  or  August. 

RED-FOOTED  FALCON,  Falco  vespertinus  (0,6).  Breeds  in  Poland  eastwards 
to  Siberia  with  the  whole  population  wintering  in  southern  Africa. 

1962  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  Kent,  a  female  on  June  6th. 

1971  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  Kent,  a  male  on  Apr  29th. 

Godstone,  Surrey,  a  female  on  May  8th  and  9th. 
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1985  Hunton  Bridge,  Herts,  a  male  on  June  20th. 

1990  Rainham  Marsh,  Essex,  a  female  from  May  31st  to  June  17th. 

1991  Rainham  Marsh,  Essex,  a  male  from  June  8th  to  16th. 

May  and  June  are  the  peak  months  for  this  most  attractive  falcon  in  Britain. 
Despite  some  notable  national  influxes  in  recent  years,  it  remains  a  very  rare  bird 
in  the  London  Area.  A  record  from  Herts  in  1976  was  published  as  accepted 
(. LBR  41:  26)  but  was  subsequently  rejected  by  the  BBRC. 

GYR  FALCON,  Falco  rusticolus  (0,2).  Breeds  circumpolar  Arctic  wintering 
south  to  southern  Scandinavia,  Siberia,  Canada  and  northern  USA. 

1971  Queen  Mary  Res,  Surrey  on  Mar  6th. 

1972  Chessington,  Surrey  from  Mar  14th  to  19th. 

British  records  of  this  magnificent  species  are  well  scattered  throughout  the  year 
with  exception  of  June  and  July,  but  there  is  a  peak  in  March/April  coinciding 
with  both  London  records. 

LITTLE/BAILLON’S  CRAKE,  Ponana  parva/pusilla  (1,0).  Both  species 
breed  in  Europe  south  of  Britain  and  probably  winter  in  central  and  southern 
Africa. 

1955*  Beddington  SF,  Surrey  on  Nov  13th. 

Both  these  species  are  major  national  rarities  nowadays,  formerly  being  much 
more  regular.  The  sort  of  birds  that  can  and  do  turn  up  in  very  unlikely  places. 


CRANE,  Grus  grus  (2,4).  Breeds  in  northern  Europe  eastwards  across  Siberia 
and  southwards  to  Turkey;  also  a  very  small  number  recently  established  in  East 
Anglia.  The  European  population  has  a  large  wintering  range  from  France  south 
to  north  Africa  and  east  to  Iran. 

1924*  Kensington,  Middx,  a  night  flying  flock  on  May  8th. 

1957*  Rainham  Marsh,  Essex  on  July  19th. 

1973  Greenford,  Middx  on  June  3rd. 

1982  Rainham  Marsh,  Essex  on  May  15th. 

1987  Withybridge,  Bucks  on  Jan  1 1th. 

1990*  Crayford,  Kent  on  Apr  6th. 

'  There  have  been  some  huge  national  influxes  of  this  species  in  autumn  and  it  is 
surprising  that  none  of  the  London  records  coincided  with  these.  However,  a 
general  increase  since  1976  is  reflected  in  the  London  records  and  accounts  for 
the  BBRC  dropping  it  from  its  list  of  species  considered  in  1987. 


BLACK-WINGED  STILT.  Himantopus  himantopus  (3,2).  Breeds  in  southern 
Europe,  western  Asia,  Africa  and  the  Americas.  Two  extralimital  breeding 
records  in  Britain. 

1918*  Brent  Res,  Middx,  two  in  September. 

1955*  Beddington  SF,  Surrey  on  Aug  17th. 

*  Epsom  SF,  Surrey,  two  on  Sept  9th. 

1968  Kempton  Park  Res,  Middx  on  July  6th. 

1984  Watford,  Herts,  two  on  May  7th  and  presumed  same  two  at  Pern  Oaks 
SF,  Middx  on  May  8th  and  9th. 
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All  three  of  the  pre-1958  records  and  the  1968  bird  occurred  outside  the  well- 
established  national  peak  in  records  in  May  and  June.  Also  notable  is  that  three 
of  the  five  London  records  involved  two  birds  together. 


COLLARED  PRATINCOLE,  Glareola  pratincola  (0,1).  Breeds  from  Iberia 
eastwards  to  Iran  and  Iraq  and  also  in  Africa  south  of  the  Sahara.  Winters  in 
Africa  south  of  the  Sahara. 

1983  Staines  Res,  Middx  on  June  19th. 

There  have  also  been  two  records  of  unidentified  pratincoles:  Sept  14th  1971 
between  Banstead  and  Belmont,  Surrey  (accepted  by  the  BBRC  as  such)  and  at 
Bam  Elms  Res,  Surrey  on  Sept  8th  and  1 1th  1948. 


KILLDEER,  Charadrius  vociferus  (0,1).  Breeds  North  America,  Caribbean  and 
Peru  wintering  in  USA  south  to  Peru. 

1984  Beddington  SF,  Surrey  on  Jan  31st  and  Feb  1st. 

A  typical  date  for  this  wader  with  most  national  records  falling  between 
November  and  March,  almost  unique  amongst  Nearctic  vagrants. 


DOTTEREL**,  Charadrius  morinellus  (2,3).  Breeds  in  Northern  Britain, 
Scandinavia  and  eastwards  to  northeastern  Siberia.  Winters  in  Morocco  east  to 
Iran. 

1950  Heathrow  Airport,  Middx,  ten  on  Aug  26th,  seven  on  27th,  five  on 
28th  and  one  on  30th. 

1955  Perry  Oaks  SF,  Middx,  four  on  Aug  1st. 

1962  William  Girling  Res,  Essex  on  Sept  16th. 

1977  Staines  Res,  Middx  on  Sept  1 1th. 

1985  Staines  Res,  Middx  on  Aug  29th. 

Rather  a  poor  showing  with  all  records  in  autumn.  It  is  no  doubt  this  species’ 
well  known  adherence  to  traditional  grounds  on  passage  (especially  in  spring) 
that  accounts  for  the  lack  of  records. 


SOCIABLE  PLOVER,  Chettusia  gregaria  (0,1).  Breeds  on  the  Steppe  from  the 
Volga  eastwards  to  Kazakhstan.  Winters  in  northeast  Africa,  Iraq  and  Pakistan. 

1985  Dartford  Marsh,  Kent  from  Mar  8th  until  Apr  13th  at  least. 

Most  British  records  of  this  striking  Asian  species  are  of  relatively  dowdy 
autumn  birds,  so  it  is  particularly  gratifying  that  the  only  London  record  was  of  a 
splendid  summer-plumaged  adult. 


SEMI-PALMATED  SANDPIPER,  Calidris  pusilla  (0,0).  Breeds  Arctic  and 
sub- Arctic  North  America  wintering  in  Central  and  South  America. 

Following  a  review  of  records  of  this  species  by  the  BBRC  in  1979  (British  Birds 
72:  264)  both  previously  accepted  London  records  (1967  and  1974)  were  rejected 
and  London  still  awaits  its  first  record  of  this  diminutive  Nearctic  stint.  This 
affects  Chandler  and  Osborne  (1977). 
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WESTERN  SANDPIPER,  Calidhs  mauri  (0,1).  Breeds  Alaska  and  north-east 
Siberia  wintering  in  southern  USA  south  to  Colombia  and  Venezuela. 

1973  Rainham  Marsh,  Essex  from  July  21st  to  23rd. 

There  have  only  been  six  British  records  of  this  rare  Nearctic  wader,  all  except 
one  in  autumn. 


WHITE-RUMPED  SANDPIPER,  Calidris  fusciollis  (0,1).  Breeds  in  Arctic 
North  America  wintering  in  southern  South  America. 

1984  Perry  Oaks  SF,  Middx  from  July  30th  to  Aug  12th. 

Unlike  the  previous  species  this  a  relatively  regular  vagrant  from  North  America. 
It  should  be  noted  however,  that  despite  its  regular  occurrence  in  Britain,  this 
species  rarely  turns  up  inland. 


BAIRD’S  SANDPIPER,  Calidris  bairdii  (1,2).  Breeds  in  northeast  Siberia 
eastwards  to  northwest  Greenland.  Winters  in  South  America. 

1950*  Perry  Oaks  SF,  Middx  from  Sept  17th  to  22nd. 

1977  Rainham  Marsh,  Essex  on  Sept  3rd. 

1982  Staines  Res,  Middx  from  Oct  14th  to  Apr  24th  1983. 

Whilst  the  Perry  Oaks  and  Rainham  birds  fit  in  with  the  well  established  national 
pattern  of  early  autumn  records,  the  Staines  bird  represents  the  first  and  only 
record  of  wintering  in  the  Western  Palearctic. 


SHARP-TAILED  SANDPIPER.  Calidris  acuminata  (0,1).  Breeds  in  northeast 
Siberia  wintering  in  Australasia. 

1976  Staines  Res,  Middx  on  Aug  6th. 

August  is  the  peak  month  for  this  wader  in  Britain.  After  review  by  the  BBRC 
C British  Birds  73:  507)  a  previously  accepted  record  (also  at  Staines  Res)  in  1966 
was  withdrawn.  This  affects  Chandler  and  Osborne  (1977). 

BROAD-BILLED  SANDPIPER,  Limicola  falcinellus  (0,1).  Breeds  northern 
.Scandanavia  and  Siberia  wintering  mainly  in  southern  Asia  and  Australia. 

1958  Rye  Meads  SF,  Herts  on  July  27th  and  at  Broxboume  SF.  Herts  from 
Aug  8th  to  19th. 

Only  one  record  albeit  on  typical  autumn  dates.  Surely  a  candidate  to  find  its 
way  into  the  notebooks  of  modern-day  London  birders. 


BUFF-BREASTED  SANDPIPER,  Tryngites  subruficollis  (1,4).  Breeds  Alaska 
and  northwest  Canada  wintering  in  central  South  America. 

1953*  Perry  Oaks  SF,  Middx  from  Oct  18th  to  Nov  23rd. 

1977  Staines  Res,  Middx  from  Sept  14th  to  Oct  2nd. 

1981  Perry  Oaks  SF,  Middx  from  Sept  12th  to  25th. 

Bam  Elms  Res,  Surrey  on  Oct  12th. 

1986*  Rainham  Marsh.  Essex  on  July  21st. 
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Three  of  the  five  records  fit  well  with  the  obvious  national  peak  in  September.  The 
Essex  record  was  somewhat  early  and,  not  surprisingly  given  the  time  of  year,  it 
was  an  adult.  The  BBRC  ceased  to  consider  this  species  at  the  end  of  1982. 


GREAT  SNIPE,  Gallinago  media  (0,5).  Breeds  in  Scandinavia  and  from  Poland 
eastwards  to  Siberia.  Winters  in  Africa  south  of  the  Sahara. 

1959  Ponders  End  SF  and  William  Girling  Res,  Middx/Essex  from 
Sept  12th  to  17th. 

Rye  Meads  SF,  Herts  on  Dec  26th. 

1962  Denham,  Bucks  on  Dec  23rd  and  24th  and  on  three  dates  in  early 
1963. 

1975  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  Kent  from  Sept  3rd  to  15th. 

1989  Dagenham  Chase,  Essex  on  June  1st  and  2nd. 

Four  records  equally  divided  between  autumn  and  winter  and  the  only  June 
record  in  Britain  since  before  the  formation  of  the  BBRC  in  1958. 

LONG-BILLED  DOWITCHER,  Limnodromus  scolopaceus  (0,2).  Breeds 
northeast  Siberia,  Alaska  and  northwest  Canada  wintering  in  USA  south  to 
Central  America. 

1977  Staines  Res,  Middx  from  Oct  1st  to  16th. 

1987  King  George  VI  Res  and  Staines  Moor,  Middx  from  Oct  4th  to  7th  and 
Oct  24th  to  Nov  10th,  also  at  Perry  Oaks  SF,  Middx  on  four 
intermittent  dates. 

The  early  October  arrival  of  both  London  birds  conforms  with  the  national  peak 
in  records,  somewhat  later  than  for  most  Nearctic  waders  in  Britain. 

MARSH  SANDPIPER,  Tringa  stagnatilis  (0,3).  Breeds  in  southeastern  Europe 
eastwards  to  eastern  Asia.  Winters  in  Africa,  Asia  and  Australia. 

1963  Swanscombe  Marsh,  Kent  from  Aug  26th  until  at  least  Sept  3rd. 

1966  Chigwell  Sewage  Works,  Essex  on  Aug  26th. 

1984  Broxboume  GP,  Herts  and  Fishers  Green,  Essex  on  Apr  28th. 

Nationally  there  is  an  even  spread  of  records  of  this  delicate  wader  between  April 
and  October.  Records  increased  through  1980s  so  it  may  not  be  too  long  before 
another  turns  up  in  the  London  Area. 

LESSER  YELLOWLEGS,  Tringa  flavipes  (2,4).  Breeds  in  central  Canada 
northwest  to  Alaska  wintering  in  southern  USA  southwards  to  Chile. 

1953*  Perry  Oaks  SF  and  Staines  Moor,  Middx  from  Aug  30th  to  Dec  9th. 

Perry  Oaks  SF  and  Staines  Res,  Middx,  a  different  bird  on  Sept  25th 
and  26th. 

1962  Perry  Oaks  SF  and  Staines  Res,  Middx  on  Sept  5th,  7th  and  9th. 

1977  Denham,  Bucks  from  Oct  15th  to  Nov  5th. 

1984  Beddington  SF,  Surrey  from  Sept  24th  to  30th. 

1990  Staines  Res,  Middx  from  Aug  21st  to  Sept  8th. 

It  is  quite  remarkable  that  Staines  Res/Perry  Oaks  SF  account  for  four  of  the  six 
records  of  this  species,  all  of  which  fell  into  the  national  peak  arrival  period  of 
late  August  to  early  October. 
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SOLITARY  SANDPIPER.  Tringa  solitaria  (0,3).  Breeds  Canada,  Alaska  and 
northern  USA  and  winters  in  central  and  south  America  with  a  few  remaining  in 
southern  USA. 

1967  River  Stort  between  Roydon  and  Rye  Meads,  Herts  from  Sept  24th  to 
Oct  9th. 

1974  Rainham  Marsh,  Essex  from  Sept  1st  to  6th. 

1977  Perry  Oaks  SF,  Middx  on  July  22nd. 

Three  records  of  this  Nearctic  sandpiper  all  falling  within  the  typical  national 
period  of  late  July  to  early  October. 


SPOTTED  SANDPIPER,  Actitis  macularia  (1,2).  Breeds  across  North 
America  wintering  in  the  USA  south  to  Argentina. 

1956*  Hilfield  Park  Res,  Herts  on  Sept  2nd. 

1988  Bam  Elms  Res,  Surrey  on  May  16th. 

1989  King  George  V  Res,  Essex  from  Sept  25th  to  Oct  6th. 

Autumn  records  in  Britain  outnumber  those  in  spring  by  four  to  one  with  winter 
records  becoming  more  regular  in  recent  years.  The  Surrey  and  Herts  birds  were 
both  in  full  summer  plumage  living  up  to  their  often  inappropriate  name. 


WILSON’S  PHALAROPE,  Phalaropus  tricolor  (0.1).  Breeds  in  mid-westem 
USA  north  to  the  Yukon  and  south  to  California.  Winters  mainly  in  southern 
South  America. 

1983  Staines  Res,  Middx  from  Sept  14th  to  26th. 

British  records  of  this  Nearctic  wader  increased  dramatically  through  the  1970s 
and  80s  and  it  is  surely  only  a  matter  of  time  before  another  graces  a  London 
water;  August  and  September  are  the  peak  months. 


LONG-TAILED  SKUA,  Stercorarius  longicaudus  (1.6).  Breeds  circumpolar 
Arctic  south  to  southern  Norway.  Pelagic  wintering  grounds  in  southern 
oceans. 

1937*  Easneye,  Herts,  found  dead  in  September  (may  have  been  outside  the 
London  Area). 

1966*  Queen  Man'  Res,  Middx,  on  Sept  26th  (found  dead). 

1978  Wraysbury  Res.  Middx  on  Aug  30th. 

1985*  Staines  Res,  Middx  from  Sept  6th  to  10th. 

*  Bam  Elms  Res,  Surrey,  two  on  Oct  8th. 

1988*  Hilfield  Park  Res.  Herts  on  Sept  16th  and  17th. 

1990*  King  George  V  Res.  Essex  from  Sept  23rd  to  28th. 

The  seven  records  of  this  mainly  pelagic  skua  have  all  fallen  in  the  peak 
autumn  passage  period.  All  were  juveniles  except  the  two  adults  together  in 
Surrey  in  1985.  It  is  surprising  that  none  have  been  seen  on  the  Thames 
considerina  the  numbers  now  beins  seen  further  out  in  the  Thames  estuarv. 
With  the  large  numbers  now  occurring  around  British  coasts  in  spring  and 
autumn  it  is  hard  to  believe  that  this  species  was  considered  by  the  BBRC 
between  1976  and  1979. 
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SABINE’S  GULL,  Larus  sabini  (2,69).  Arctic  breeder  from  Greenland 
eastwards  to  northeastern  Siberia. 

1950*  Staines  Res,  Middx  from  Sept  1 1th  to  27th. 

*  Staines  Res,  Middx,  another  from  Sept  18th  to  27th. 

1975*  West  Thurrock,  Essex  on  Sept  7th, 

1978*  West  Thurrock,  Essex  on  Oct  1st. 

1987*  Minimum  of  64  birds  and  a  possible  maximum  of  84  between 
Oct  16th  and  28th,  most  in  Essex,  Middx  and  Surrey. 

1988*  West  Thurrock,  Essex  from  Sept  23rd  to  29th  and  same  at 
Greenhithe,  Kent  on  Sept  24th  and  27th. 

*  Hilfield  Park  Res,  Herts  on  Sept  23rd  and  24th. 

1989*  Walthamstow  Res,  Essex  on  Sept  10th. 

The  huge  influx  after  the  infamous  storm  of  October  1987  completely  rewrote 
this  species’  status  in  London.  A  minimum  of  64  and  possibly  as  many  as  84 
birds  occurred  in  this  period.  The  minimum  number  has  been  used  in  the  running 
total.  All  London  records  have  occurred  in  the  peak  autumn  period.  This  species 
was  considered  by  the  BBRC  from  1958  to  1962. 

BONAPARTE’S  GULL,  Larus  Philadelphia  (0,1).  Breeds  in  Alaska  and 
Canada  wintering  in  USA  and  Caribbean. 

1983  Bam  Elms  Res,  Surrey  on  Jan  29th. 

Although  this  Nearctic  gull  is  an  annual  vagrant  to  our  shores,  inland  records  are 
rare  and  this  was  the  first  such  occurence  in  Britain. 

RING-BILLED  GULL,  Larus  delawarensis  (0,5).  Breeds  USA  and  Canada 
wintering  in  USA  south  to  Mexico  and  Caribbean. 

1979  Rainham  Marsh,  Essex  on  Feb  25th. 

1982  Staines  Res,  Middx  on  Nov  28th. 

1985  Bam  Elms  Res,  Surrey  on  Apr  19th. 

1987  Rainham  Marsh,  Essex  on  Dec  6th. 

1991*  Uxbridge,  Middx  from  Feb  2nd  to  Apr  3rd  and  again  from  Nov  12th 
to  year  end. 

The  first  British  record  of  this  Nearctic  gull  was  as  recent  as  1973  but  there  were 
then  an  incredible  449  birds  between  1973  and  1985.  However,  it  has  remained  a 
rarity  in  East  Anglia  and  the  southeast,  with  Norfolk,  for  instance,  only  having  two 
records.  Nationally  it  has  spanned  all  months  with  most  in  winter  and  early  spring. 
It  ceased  to  be  considered  a  rarity  by  the  BBRC  at  the  end  of  1987. 

GULL-BILLED  TERN,  Gelochelidon  nilotica  (0,1).  Almost  worldwide 
breeding  range,  albeit  very  discontinuous.  European  population  winters  in  Africa 
south  of  the  Sahara. 

1980  Bam  Elms  Res,  Surrey  on  July  26th. 

Inland  occurrences  of  this  tern  are  exceptionally  rare  in  Britain  and  it  would  seem 
an  unlikely  species  to  grace  a  water  in  the  London  Area  again. 

CASPIAN  TERN,  Sterna  caspia  (0,4).  Like  the  previous  species,  this  large  tern 
has  an  almost  worldwide  breeding  range.  European  population  winters  mainly  in 
west  Africa. 
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1961  Walthamstow  Res,  Essex  on  July  9th. 

King  George  V  Res,  Essex  on  Aug  26th  and  27th. 

1979  Staines  Res,  Middx  on  July  29th. 

1982  Staines  Res,  Middx  on  Aug  1 1th. 

All  the  London  records  of  this  species  coincide  with  the  peak  national  pattern  of 
occurrence  in  July  and  August. 


BRIDLED  TERN,  Sterna  anaethetus  (0.1).  Breeds  widely  in  tropical  oceans 
dispersing  at  sea  around  the  same  areas. 

1991  West  Thurrock.  Essex  on  June  2nd. 

British  records  of  this  tropical  tern  are  reasonably  evenly  spread  from  April  to 
October  with  one  other  record  in  June.  This  bird  was  only  a  short-stayer  found  by 
birdwatchers  watching  the  White-winged  Black  Tem  present  at  West  Thurrock  at 
the  same  time.  Amazingly  it  was  relocated  later  in  the  day  at  Hanningfield 
Reservoir  in  Essex. 


SOOTY  TERN.  Sterna  fnscata  (0.1).  Breeds  widely  in  tropical  oceans  wintering 
at  sea  in  same  areas. 

1971  Staines  Res.  Middx  on  Aug  18th. 

This  juvenile  is  apparently  the  only  British  record  of  this  species  involving  a  bird 
younger  than  first  summer.  There  have  been  two  other  British  records  in  August 
since  1958,  both  of  adults. 

WHISKERED  TERN,  Chlidonias  hybridus  (0,3).  Breeds  in  southern  Europe 
east  to  China  and  south  to  southern  Africa  and  Australasia. 

1961  Staines  Res,  Middx  on  June  24th  and  25th. 

1964  King  George  VI  Res,  Middx  from  June  22nd  to  24th. 

1977  Staines  Res,  Middx  on  Aus  17th. 

The  extremely  close  geographical  proximity  of  all  three  London  records  of  this 
rare  tem  is  quite  extraordinary.  Most  British  records  have  been  in  May  and  June 
but  there  is  also  a  smaller  autumn  peak  in  mid-August  and  September. 


WHITE-WINGED  BLACK  TERN,  Chlidonias  leucopterus  (0,23).  Breeds  in 
the  Balkan  countries  eastwards  through  Asia.  European  breeders  winter  in  Africa 
south  of  the  Sahara. 

1961  Queen  Mary  Res,  Middx  on  May  13th  and  14th. 

1964  Staines  Res,  Middx  from  Aug  16th  to  23rd. 

King  George  VI  Res.  Middx  on  Sept  13th 

1966  Queen  Mary  Res,  Middx  on  Aug  27th. 

1967  Staines  Res,  Middx  from  Sept  2nd  to  8th. 

1968  Staines  Res,  Middx  on  Aug  13th  and  14th. 

1970  Queen  Mary  Res.  Middx,  two  on  May  3rd. 

Queen  Mary  Res.  Middx  on  Aug  25th. 

Queen  Mary  Res,  Middx  on  Sept  9th. 

Hilfield  Park  Res,  Herts,  two  from  Sept  19th  to  22nd. 

1973  Walthamstow  Res,  Essex  on  Aug  27th. 
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1974  Queen  Mary  Res,  Middx  on  Sept  9th. 

1975  Queen  Mary  Res,  Middx  on  Aug  8th. 

1977  Staines  Res,  Middx  on  Aug  23rd. 

Queen  Mary  Res,  Middx  from  Aug  24th  to  Sept  4th. 

Queen  Mary  Res,  Middx  on  Aug  25th  (2nd  bird). 

Queen  Mary  Res,  Middx  from  Sept  10th  to  12th. 

1978  Queen  Mary  Res,  Middx,  two  on  Aug  19th. 

1979  West  Thurrock,  Essex  from  Sept  9th  to  1 1th. 

,  1980  West  Thurrock,  Essex  on  Sept  16th. 

1982  West  Thurrock,  Essex  on  Aug  7th. 

1990  West  Thurrock,  Essex  from  Aug  27th  to  Sept  6th  and  same  at 
Littlebrook,  Kent  from  Sept  4th  to  6th. 

1991  West  Thurrock,  Essex  on  June  2nd. 

There  have  now  been  23  records  of  this  southern  marsh  tern  in  the  London  Area. 
Four  records  had  inadvertently  been  added  to  the  total  (see  LBR  55:  73  for 
example).  The  miscount  was  initially  made  in  1970,  when  the  three  previous 
occurrences  of  two  birds  together  were  counted  as  six  records  instead  of  three. 
Between  1970  and  1973  one  record  was  added  to  the  total  in  error  (unless  there  is 
an  as  yet  unpublished  record).  This  effects  Chandler  and  Osborne  (1977)  and  all 
LBRs  for  years  since  1970  in  which  White-winged  Black  Terns  have  occurred. 


White-winged  Black  Tern 


Almost  everything  about  the  occurrence  of  this  species  in  the  London  Area  is 
remarkable.  Of  the  23  records,  no  less  than  sixteen  have  been  at  three  West 
London  Reservoirs  with  Queen  Mary  Res  alone  accounting  for  eleven  (50%)  of 
the  records.  However,  since  1978  all  five  records  have  been  at  West  Thurrock  on 
the  Lower  Thames.  Only  three  of  the  London  records  have  been  in  spring  giving 
an  autummspring  ratio  of  8:1,  nationally  this  ratio  is  more  like  3:1.  The  BBRC 
rarity  which  has  occurred  most  times  in  the  London  Area. 

PALLAS’S  SANDGROUSE,  Syrrhaptes  paradoxus  (2,0).  Breeds  central/ 
southern  Russian  steppes  eastwards  to  Manchuria.  Short  distance  migrant  which 
is  occasionally  irruptive. 

1907*  Hendon,  Middx  on  Sept  23rd. 

1908*  South  Ockendon,  Essex  on  Sept  1st  (shot). 
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Both  of  these  old  records  occurred  after  famous  irruptions  of  this  enigmatic 
species  the  like  of  which  has  not  been  seen  since.  There  is  apparently  some  doubt 
about  the  authenticity  of  the  1907  record. 

YELLOW-BILLED  CUCKOO,  Coccyzus  americanus  (0,1).  Breeds  in  North 
America  and  South  America  wintering  south  to  Argentina. 

1991  Oxted,  Surrey  on  Oct  17th. 

This  bird  was  picked  up  moribund  and  then  fed,  ringed  and  released 
unfortunately  never  to  be  seen  again.  October  is  the  peak  month  for  this  species 
in  Britain  with  the  majority  in  the  southwest  and  on  Scilly  in  particular.  Inland 
occurrences  are  very  rare  indeed  but  the  circumstances  of  this  bird  do  mirror  the 
London  record  of  Common  Nighthawk. 


SNOWY  OWL,  Nyctea  scandiaca  (0,1).  Breeds  circumpolar  Arctic  with  some 
dispersal  in  winter.  Occasionally  erupts  southwards  in  large  numbers. 

1963  Sewardstone,  Essex  from  Mar  2nd  to  28th. 

Nowadays  this  is  a  real  rarity  in  England  and  it  may  be  a  very,  very  long  time 
before  another  turns  up  in  the  London  Area. 

COMMON  NIGHTHAWK.  Chordeiles  minor  (0,1).  Breeds  in  North  America 
wintering  in  South  America. 

1984  Barnes  Common,  Surrey  on  Oct  23rd. 

A  very  unlikely  species  to  have  been  found  in  London  but  the  date  of  this  record 
fits  in  well  with  the  national  pattern.  The  bird  was  found  in  a  poorly  state  and 
taken  into  care  and  later  died  on  Oct  28th.  With  most  records  coming  from  the 
Isles  of  Scilly  and  only  one  other  inland  sighting  (in  Notts)  it  is  unlikely  that  a 
Common  Nighthawk  will  ever  be  seen  in  the  London  Area  again. 


ALPINE  SWIFT,  Apus  melba  (0,13).  Breeds  in  southern  Europe  and  Iberia, 
North  Africa  and  south  and  east  to  India,  southern  and  east  Africa.  European 
breeders  winter  south  of  the  Sahara. 

*  1965  Troy  Mill  GP,  Herts  on  Sept  26th. 

St  Albans,  Herts  on  Sept  30th. 

1967  Beddington  SF,  Surrey  on  June  18th. 

1975  Staines  Res,  Middx  on  Sept  19th. 

Twickenham,  Middx  on  Nov  1 1th. 

1977  Hartsboume  GC,  Herts  on  May  14th. 

Staines  Res,  Middx  on  Aug  25th. 

1980  Walthamstow  Res,  Essex  on  June  21st. 

1981  Orpington,  Kent  on  July  26th. 

1983  Bam  Elms  Res,  Surrey  from  Apr  24th  to  26th. 

Wraysbury  GP,  Bucks  from  May  9th  to  25th. 

1989  Croham  Hurst  GC,  Surrey  on  Aug  12th. 

1990  Hilfield  Park  Res  and  Watford,  Herts  on  Apr  30th. 

A  wide  scattering  of  records  with  only  the  Twickenham  bird  falling  outside  the 
main  national  passage  dates.  Most  birds  of  this  species  in  Britain  have  been  very 
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short  stayers  so  the  two  records  in  1983  (perhaps  the  same  bird?)  are  somewhat 
surprising.  A  record  of  an  Alpine  Swift  in  Essex  in  1982  was  published  in  error 
in  LBR  47;  it  was  in  fact  rejected  by  the  BBRC. 


BEE-EATER,  Merops  apiaster  (1,3).  Breeds  in  southern  and  eastern  Europe, 
north-east  Africa,  south-west  Asia  and  South  Africa  with  occasional  attempts  in 
northern  Europe.  Winters  in  Africa  south  of  the  Sahara. 

1955*  Old  Parkbury,  Herts  on  July  12th. 

1958  Beddington  SF,  Surrey  on  Aug  5th. 

1963  Staines  Res,  Middx  on  Apr  30th. 

1979  Thomdon  Park,  Essex,  four  from  Apr  24th  to  26th. 

A  regular  and  increasing  spring  over-shoot  and  summer  visitor  mainly  to 
southern  coastal  counties,  it  is  a  shame  that  this  colourful  bird  does  not  turn  up  in 
the  London  Area  more  often.  The  four  birds  in  Essex  must  have  been  a 
marvellous  sight  and  are  rather  contrary  to  the  national  pattern  of  short-staying 
birds.  This  species  ceased  to  be  considered  by  the  BBRC  at  the  end  of  1990. 


ROLLER,  Coracias  garrulus  (0,3).  Breeds  in  southern  and  eastern  Europe, 
north  Africa  and  southwest  Asia.  Winters  in  Africa  south  of  the  Sahara. 

1959  Oxshott,  Surrey  from  May  23rd  to  29th. 

Staines  Res,  Middx  on  Sept  26th. 

1968  Osterley  Park,  Middx  on  Aug  26th  and  27th. 

An  additional  record  of  one  at  Deptford  on  Jan  31st  1945  was  considered  to  be  an 
escape.  Rollers  tend  to  penetrate  further  inland  than  the  previous  species  so  it 
may  not  be  too  long  before  another  arrives  in  the  London  Area. 


WHITE-WINGED  LARK,  Melanocorypha  leucoptera  (1,0).  Breeds  in 
Kazakhstan  eastwards  to  Mongolia.  Winters  in  Iran  and  around  the  Black  Sea. 

1955*  Hilfield  Park  Res,  Herts  from  Aug  12th  to  17th. 

There  are  four  other  British  records  of  this  species  all  of  which  have  occurred  in 
autumn  with  one  other  record  in  August.  This  record  is  currently  under  review  by 
the  British  Ornithologist’ s  Union  Records  Committee  having  been  previously 
accepted. 


SHORT-TOED  LARK,  Calandrella  brachydactyla  (0,4).  Breeds  in  southern 
Europe  and  north  Africa  east  through  southern  Asia  to  Manchuria.  European 
population  winters  in  the  Sahel. 

1960  Staines  Moor,  Middx  from  June  8th  to  16th. 

1966  Beddington  SF,  Surrey  on  Apr  24th. 

1985  Wraysbury  Res,  Middx  from  Apr  29th  to  May  1st. 

1991  Tyttenhanger  GP,  Herts  from  May  7th  to  10th. 

Nationally  autumn  records  of  this  species  outnumber  spring  records  by  3:1,  so  it 
is  surprising  that  all  London  records  have  been  in  spring. 
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CRESTED  LARK,  Galerida  cristata  (1,0).  Breeds  in  most  of  Europe  east  to 
east  Asia  and  south  to  North  Africa  and  the  Middle  East.  European  population  is 
mainly  sedentary. 

1947*  River  Thames  foreshore  between  Chiswick  Eyot  and  Hammersmith 
Bridge,  Middx,  two  on  Mar  8th. 

National  records  of  this  species  show  no  real  pattern  of  occurrence.  In  light  of 
current  knowledge  about  the  identification  of  Crested  Lark  and  Skylark  perhaps 
this  record  should  be  re-examined. 

RED-RUMPED  SWALLOW,  Hirundo  daurica  (0,6).  Breeds  in  southern 
Europe,  northwest  Africa  and  the  Balkans  east  to  Japan.  European  breeders 
winter  in  Africa  south  of  the  Sahara. 

1964  Ruxley  GP,  Kent  on  Apr  25th. 

1966  Hilfield  Park  Res,  Herts  on  Oct  1st. 

1973  Staines  Res,  Middx  on  May  17th. 

1975  Wanstead  Park,  Essex  on  June  4th. 

1982  Hilfield  Park  Res,  Herts  on  May  18th. 

1987  Amwell  GP,  Herts  on  Apr  15th. 

Two  records  in  each  of  the  last  three  decades  does  not  adequately  reflect  the 
increase  in  numbers  in  the  rest  of  Britain,  particularly  considering  the  huge 
numbers  of  hirundines  which  feed  over  open  waters  in  the  London  Area. 

RICHARD’S  PIPIT,  Anthus  novaeseelandiae  (1,10).  Widespread  breeder  in 
Africa,  western  Siberia  across  to  Mongolia  and  southeast  to  New  Zealand. 
Northern  population  winters  in  India  and  Pakistan  to  southeast  Asia. 

1956*  Staines  Res,  Middx  on  Apr  10th  and  21st. 

1958  Beddington  SF,  Surrey  on  Apr  17th  and  18th. 

King  George  VI  Res,  Middx  on  Apr  30th. 

1970  Beddington  SF,  Surrey,  two  on  Oct  23rd  and  24th,  one  to  26th. 

1972  Swanscombe  SF,  Kent  from  Apr  15th  to  17th. 

1973  Latton  Common,  Essex  on  Oct  25th. 


Richard's  Pipit 
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1986*  Staines  Res,  Middx  on  Sept  26th. 

1987*  Fairlop,  Essex  on  Sept  20th. 

1988*  Dartford  Marsh,  Kent  on  Sept  29th. 

*  Wraysbury  GP,  Bucks,  from  Oct  13th  to  20th. 

1989*  Dagnam  Park,  Essex  on  Oct  2nd  and  3rd. 

Four  of  the  first  five  London  records  of  this  species  were  in  April  but  since  then 
all  have  been  in  autumn  which  is  a  more  typical  pattern  of  occurrence.  Recent 
national  records  have  increased  considerably  and  this  species  was  deleted  from 
the  list  considered  by  the  BBRC  at  the  end  of  1982. 


TAWNY  PIPIT,  Anthus  campestris  (1,5).  Breeds  in  southern  and  central  Europe 
east  to  Mongolia  and  also  in  northwest  Africa.  European  population  winters  in 
the  Sahel  and  in  the  Middle  East. 

1954*  Perry  Oaks  SF,  Middx  on  Oct  17th. 

1963  Perry  Oaks  SF,  Middx  from  Sept  15th  to  18th. 

Perry  Oaks  SF,  Middx,  another  on  Sept  22nd. 

1969  Hayes,  Middx  on  Sept  29th. 

1989*  Beddington  SF,  Surrey  from  Sept  30th  to  Oct  3rd. 

1990*  King  George  VI  and  Staines  Reservoirs,  Middx  on  May  3rd  and  4th. 

With  five  of  the  six  records  in  autumn,  this  species  has  an  odd  pattern  of 
occurrence  in  London.  More  spring  records  could  be  expected  in  future.  Despite 
a  national  increase  in  sightings,  leading  to  its  deletion  fron  the  BBRC  list  in  1982, 
there  has  been  no  corresponding  increase  in  the  London  Area. 

RED-THROATED  PIPIT,  Anthus  cervinus  (0,4).  Breeds  in  Arctic  zone  of 
Eurasia.  European  population  winters  in  Africa  south  of  the  Sahara. 

1964  Staines  Res,  Middx  on  Apr  17th  and  18th. 

1980  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  Kent  on  May  3rd. 

1982  Rainham  Marsh,  Essex  on  May  1st. 

1988  Bam  Elms  Res,  Surrey  on  May  13th. 

Over  half  the  national  records  have  been  in  autumn  whereas  all  the  London 
records  have  been  in  spring.  The  odds  must  be  for  the  next  one  to  be  in  autumn 
and  perhaps  it  will  stay  long  enough  to  be  appreciated  by  London  birdwatchers. 


BLACK-EARED  WHEATEAR,  Oenanthe  hispanica  (1,0).  Breeds  in  Iberia 
and  North  Africa  east  to  Arabia.  Winters  in  the  Sahel. 

1951*  Regent’s  Park,  Middx  (IL)  on  Apr '23rd. 

Late  April  and  May  are  the  peak  times  for  this  almost  annual  vagrant  to  our 
shores.  It  is  more  prone  to  turn  up  inland  than  many  vagrants  so  probably  stands 
a  better  chance  than  the  next  species  of  making  it  to  London  again.  Seeing  one  in 
an  Inner  London  park  must  have  been  the  experience  of  a  lifetime. 


DESERT  WHEATEAR,  Oenanthe  deserti  (0,1).  Breeds  north  Africa  and 
Middle  East  to  Mongolia.  Some  populations  are  sedentary  with  others  wintering 
in  Arabia  and  Pakistan. 

1989  Bam  Elms  Res,  Surrey  on  Apr  13th  and  14th. 
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This  species  has  only  recently  become  an  annual  visitor  to  our  shores  with 
autumn  records  predominating.  This  bird,  a  first  summer  male,  was  seen  by  many 
birdwatchers  despite  its  short  stay. 


DUSKY  (NAUMANN’S)  THRUSH.  Turdus  naumanni  naumanni  (0,1).  Breeds 
Siberia  and  winters  in  southeast  Asia. 

1990  Chingford,  Essex  from  Jan  19th  to  March  9th. 

One  of  the  major  national  rarities  of  the  year,  this  was  the  first  record  of  the 
nominate  race  of  Dusky  Thrush  in  Britain  and  Ireland  and  it  was  visited  by  many 
hundreds  of  birdwatchers  from  all  over  Britain. 


SAVES  WARBLER,  Locustella  luscinioides  (0,3).  Breeds  in  North  Africa  and 
Europe  east  to  western  Siberia  with  very  small  numbers  breeding  annually  in 
Britain. 

1979  Stanstead  Abbotts  GP,  Herts  from  Apr  22nd  to  27th. 

1981  Cheshunt  GP,  Herts  on  May  20th  and  21st. 

1989*  Rye  Meads,  Herts  from  May  2nd  to  5th. 

Three  typical  records  of  singing  males.  Reed  beds  in  the  Lea  Valley  are 
obviously  the  place  to  look  (listen)  for  this  species.  The  BBRC  ceased  to  consider 
this  species  at  the  end  of  1982. 


AQUATIC  WARBLER,  Acvocephalus  paludicola  (4.8).  Breeds  in  eastern 
Europe  through  to  western  Asia  wintering  in  Africa  south  of  the  Sahel. 

1924*  Staines  Res,  Middx  on  Aug  24th. 

1951*  Perry  Oaks  SF,  Middx  on  Aug  25th  and  26th. 

1955*  Perry  Oaks  SF,  Middx  on  July  29th. 

*  Brent  Res,  Middx  on  Aug  28th. 

1959  Beddington  SF,  Surrey  on  Sept  20th. 

1960  Hilfield  Park  Res,  Herts  on  Aug  14th  and  15th. 

1964  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  Kent  on  Aug  21st. 

1965  Beddington  SF,  Surrey  on  Aug  17th. 

Perry  Oaks  SF.  Middx  on  Aug  30th. 

1966  Queen  Mary  Res.  Middx  on  Aug  20th  and  21st. 

1977  Surrey  Docks,  Surrey  (IL)  on  Sept  23rd  and  24th. 

1981  Rainham  Marsh,  Essex  on  Aug  12th. 

This  species  is  regular  at  certain  localities  in  southwest  England,  with  a  very 
defined  peak  in  records  in  August/September.  With  only  two  records  in  the  past 
20  years,  London  is  overdue  for  another.  The  BBRC  ceased  to  consider  Aquatic 
Warbler  at  the  end  of  1982. 


ICTERINE  WARBLER,  Hippolais  icterina  (0,2).  Breeds  in  central  and  north¬ 
eastern  Europe  through  to  western  Siberia.  Winters  in  Africa  south  of  the  Sahara. 

1965  Staines  Res,  Middx  on  Aug  9th. 

1983*  Cheam,  Surrey  on  June  10th. 
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The  main  national  passage  of  this  scarce  but  regular  migrant  is  on  the  east  and 
south  coasts  in  autumn  with  much  smaller  numbers  occuring  in  spring.  Both  the 
small  number  of  London  records  and  their  occurrence  in  the  west  of  the  Area  are 
surprising. 


MELODIOUS  WARBLER,  Hippolais  polyglotta  (0,7).  Breeds  in  southern 
Europe  and  north  Africa.  Winters  in  Africa  south  of  the  Sahara. 

1961  Rye  Meads  SF/Nazeing  GP,  Herts/Essex  on  Aug  12th  and  13th. 

1964*  Navestock,  Essex  on  Aug  10th. 

1973*  Romford,  Essex  on  Sept  20th. 

1981*  West  Thurrock,  Essex  on  May  26th. 

1983*  Ruxley  GP,  Kent  on  June  1 1th. 

1987*  Croham  Hurst  GC,  Surrey  from  Apr  30th  to  May  2nd. 

1990*  Bam  Elms  Res,  Surrey  on  May  5th. 

Nationally  there  have  been  more  than  twice  as  many  records  of  the  previous 
species  than  of  this  one  but  in  London  that  ratio  is  more  than  reversed,  perhaps 
reflecting  the  more  southerly  distribution  of  Melodious  Warbler.  It  is  also 
interesting  to  note  that  in  the  adjacent  county  of  Essex,  nearly  all  Icterine 
Warblers  have  occurred  on  the  coast  whilst  Melodious  Warblers  are  more  prone 
to  turn  up  inland.  Melodious  Warbler  was  removed  from  the  list  considered  by 
the  BBRC  at  the  end  of  1962. 

There  have  also  been  three  records  of  indeterminate  Icterine/Melodious 
Warblers,  at  Connaught  Water,  Essex  on  Apr  25th  1948,  Queen  Mary  Res, 
Middx  on  Sept  18th  1984  and  Richmond  Park,  Surrey  on  Oct  10th  1991. 


SUB  ALPINE  WARBLER,  Sylvia  cantillans  (0,1).  Breeds  in  southern  Europe 
and  north-west  Africa  wintering  in  the  Sahel. 

1976  Darrick  Wood,  Orpington,  Kent  on  May  9th. 

May  is  the  peak  month  for  national  records. 


BARRED  WARBLER**,  Sylvia  nisoria  (0,4).  Breeds  from  eastern  Europe  to 
Mongolia.  Winters  in  east  Africa  and  southern  Arabia. 

1972  Rye  Meads  SF,  Herts  on  Aug  19th. 

1975  Rye  Meads  SF,  Herts  on  Aug  16th. 

1985  Richmond  Park,  Surrey  on  Sept  21st. 

1986  Buckhurst  Hill,  Essex  on  Aug  31st. 

With  over  3,000  national  records,  mainly  from  the  east  coast  in  autumn,  it  is 
surprising  that  there  have  not  been  more  in  the  London  Area.  It  should  be  noted 
however  that  this  species  rarely  ventures  far  inland  in  Britain.  This  species  has 
never  been  considered  by  the  BBRC. 


GREENISH  WARBLER,  Phylloscopus  trochiloides  (0,0).  Breeds  in  northern 
Europe  eastwards  to  Sea  of  Japan  and  winters  in  India  and  southeast  Asia. 

Following  a  review  of  all  national  records  of  this  species  by  the  BBRC  in 
1985  (. British  Birds  78:  437-451)  20  of  the  46  previously  accepted  records  were 
then  rejected.  These  included  both  London  records  in  1961  and  1964  and  affects 
Chandler  and  Osborne  (1977). 
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PALLAS’S  WARBLER,  Phylloscopus  proregulus  (0,1).  Breeds  in  south- 
central  Siberia  and  the  Himalayas.  Winters  in  south-east  Asia  and  the  Himalayan 
foothills. 

1985  Wandsworth  Common,  Surrey  on  Oct  29th. 

Late  autumn  is  the  classic  time  for  this  annual  Siberian  vagrant.  Very  few  have 
been  recorded  away  from  the  coasts. 

YELLOW-BROWED  WARBLER,  Phylloscopus  inornatus  (1,6).  Breeds 
Siberia  south  to  India  and  east  to  Japan  wintering  in  India  and  southeast  Asia. 
Regular  migrant  in  Western  Europe. 

1930*  Sutton,  Surrey  on  Oct  10th. 

1960  Reigate,  Surrey  on  Sept  28th. 

1978*  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  Kent  on  Oct  8th. 

1988*  Wimbledon  Common,  Surrey  on  Oct  25th. 

1990*  Catford,  Kent  on  Sept  14th. 

*  Buckhurst  Hill,  Essex  on  Oct  27th  and  28th. 

1991*  Epsom,  Surrey  from  Feb  17th  to  Mar  2nd. 

*  Buckhurst  Hill,  Essex  from  Sept  19th  to  23rd. 

All  records  except  the  very  unusual  1991  winter  record  fit  in  with  the  national 
peak  of  records  in  September  and  October.  Surely  a  bird  which  will  be  found 
with  more  and  more  regularity  in  the  London  Area.  This  species  was  considered 
by  the  BBRC  only  between  1958  and  1962. 


RED-BREASTED  FLYCATCHER**,  Ficedula  pan’a  (3,5).  Breeds  in  central 
Europe  and  eastwards  to  Siberia  wintering  in  India,  Pakistan  southeast  Asia. 

1954  Crayford,  Kent  on  Sept  12th. 

1955  Chiswick,  Middx  on  Aug  13th. 

Beddington  SF,  Surrey  from  Aug  31st  to  Sept  6th. 

1958  Banstead,  Surrey  on  Aug  18th. 

1968  Wanstead  Park,  Essex  on  Sept  4th. 

1973  Upminster,  Essex  on  Aug  30th. 

,  1974  Westerham,  Kent  on  July  18th. 

1989  Kew  Gardens,  Surrey  on  Nov  5th. 

Most  London  records  of  this  species  have  been  found  at  less  well  known  sites 
proving  that  local  patch  birding  really  does  have  its  bonuses.  The  Westerham  bird 
was  very  early  and  the  Kew  bird  rather  late  by  national  standards.  This  species 
has  never  been  considered  by  the  BBRC. 


CRESTED  TIT**,  Parus  cristatus  (2,0).  Resident  in  northern  Scotland  and 
Continental  Europe  from  Fenno  Scandinavia  south  to  Iberia  and  east  to  Russia. 

1945  Godstone,  Surrey  on  Apr  10th. 

A  most  extraordinary  occurrence  presumably  of  a  wandering  bird  from  the 
Continent.  There  is  also  a  record  of  a  ‘probable’  Crested  Tit  from  Croydon  on 
Apr  24th  1904.  Needless  to  say,  this  species  has  never  been  considered  by  the 
BBRC. 
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SHORT-TOED  TREECREEPER,  Certhia  br  achy  dactyl  a  (0,1).  Resident  in 
North  Africa  and  Europe  except  U.K.  and  Scandinavia. 

1975  Epping  Forest,  Essex  on  May  26th. 

This  was  only  the  fifth  British  record  of  one  of  the  most  difficult  birds  to  identify 
in  the  field.  The  song  and  plumage  characteristics  were  well  described. 

PENDULINE  TIT,  Remiz  pendulinus  (0,1).  Breeds  in  Europe  eastwards  to 
Manchuria.  Mainly  resident  but  is  increasing  its  range. 

1982  South  Ockendon,  Essex  in  June  on  an  unspecified  date. 

Formerly  a  very  rare  vagrant  to  Britain  but  with  the  continued  expansion  of  its 
breeding  range  and  a  corresponding  increase  in  British  records  it  will  surely  not 
be  long  before  another  of  these  attractive  birds  graces  the  London  Area. 


LESSER  GREY  SHRIKE,  Lanius  minor  (2,0).  Breeds  in  Western  Europe  east 
to  Afghanistan  and  winters  in  Africa  south  of  the  Sahara. 

1956*  Banstead  Downs,  Surrey  on  May  21st. 

1957*  Perry  Oaks  SF,  Middx  on  Oct  6th. 

May  and  June  are  the  peak  times  for  this  annual  vagrant  to  Britain.  October 
records  are  distinctly  unusual.  One  ‘pre-1958  species’  that  seems  destined  to 
make  it  into  the  ‘modem  era’  one  day. 


WOODCHAT  SHRIKE,  Lanius  senator  (3,6).  Breeds  in  Europe,  North  Africa 
and  Middle  East  wintering  in  Africa  south  of  the  Sahara. 

1934*  Longfield,  Kent  on  Apr  24th  (later  found  dead). 

1951*  Bookham  Common,  Surrey  on  May  26th  and  27th. 

1953*  Richmond  Park,  Surrey  from  Apr  13th  to  May  5th. 

1960  Addington,  Surrey  on  May  1 3th. 

1970  Oxshott,  Surrey  on  June  8th. 

1971  Littlebrook,  Kent  on  May  5th  and  7th. 

Fetcham  Downs,  Surrey  on  June  10th. 

1973  East  Ewell,  Surrey  on  May  1 1th  (found  dead). 

1986  Moorhouse,  Surrey  on  Oct  8th  (found  dead). 

It  seems  that  potential  finders  of  this  bird  in  London  should  visit  the  Surrey 
sector  where  seven  of  the  nine  records  have  been,  all  but  one  of  them  in  line  with 
the  national  peak  in  spring.  Also  notable  is  the  fact  that  all  the  records  have  been 
south  of  the  Thames.  This  species  ceased  to  be  considered  by  the  BBRC  at  the 
end  of  A  990. 


NUTCRACKER,  Nucifraga  caryocatactes  (1,10).  Breeds  in  central  Europe, 
Scandinavia  and  eastwards  throughout  Siberia.  Resident  but  occasionally  erupts 
in  large  numbers. 

1913*  Addington  Park,  Croydon,  Surrey  on  Oct  13th  (shot). 

1963  Northfleet,  Kent  on  Aug  26th. 

1968  South  Croydon,  Surrey  from  Aug  24th  to  Sept  7th. 

Headley,  Surrey  on  Sept  10th,  22nd  and  26th. 
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Brentwood,  Essex,  two  on  Sept  14th  (for  about  one  month). 
Thrushesbush,  Essex  on  Oct  3rd  and  4th. 

Hendon,  Middx  on  Nov  2nd. 

Brookman’s  Park,  Herts  on  Nov  10th. 

Mill  Hill,  Middx  on  Nov  20th. 

Watford,  Herts  in  November. 

Shenfield,  Essex  on  Dec  8th. 

With  nine  of  the  eleven  London  records  coming  in  1968  it  seems  that  we  will 
have  to  wait  for  the  next  major  irruption  before  seeing  this  species  in  our  Area 
again.  One  at  Kew  Green  on  July  6th  1936  was  considered  to  have  been  an 
escape  and  there  is  a  doubtful  record  from  1905. 


ROSE-COLOURED  STARLING,  Sturnus  roseus  (0,3).  Breeds  in  southeast 
Europe  and  the  Middle  East  wintering  in  India.  An  irruptive  nomad. 

1961  Sunbury-on-Thames,  Middx  from  Aug  9th  to  12th. 

1971  Surrey  Docks,  Surrey  (IL)  on  Aug  1 1th. 

1978  Cheshunt  GP,  Herts  on  Dec  4th. 

This  species  can  be  found  virtually  anywhere  and  at  any  time  of  the  year  but 
urban  records  are  predominantly  in  the  summer  and  autumn. 


SERIN,  Serinus  serinus  (0,10).  Breeds  in  Europe  and  north  Africa.  Partially 
resident,  with  some  southwards  movement  in  Europe.  Very  small  numbers  trying 
to  establish  themselves  as  breeding  birds  in  southern  England. 

1969  Sevenoaks,  Kent,  a  pair  on  July  13th  and  20th. 

1973  Hilfield  Park  Res,  Herts  on  Mar  21st. 

1974  Twickenham,  Middx  on  Mar  15th. 

1982  Stanstead  Abbotts  GP,  Herts  on  May  26th. 

1985*  Streatham,  Surrey  on  Feb  10th. 

1986*  Wilmington,  Kent  from  May  17th  to  19th. 

*  Bam  Elms  Res,  Surrey  on  June  2nd. 

1988*  High  Elms,  Kent  on  Feb  7th. 

-  1991*  Stanstead  Abbotts,  Herts  from  Jan  6th  to  12th. 

*  Brent  Res,  Middx  on  Apr  26th  and  27th. 

This  species  can  turn  up  at  any  time  of  the  year  in  Britain  but  there  are  defined 
peaks  in  April/May  and  October/November.  Most  London  records  fall  outside 
this  pattern.  Four  of  the  last  five  records  have  been  of  singing  males.  The  BBRC 
ceased  to  consider  Serins  at  the  end  of  1982. 


ARCTIC  REDPOLL,  Carduelis  hornemanni  (0,2).  Breeds  circumpolar  Arctic. 
Southwards  movement  in  winter. 

1976  Thorndon  Park,  Essex  on  Apr  4th. 

1978  Sevenoaks  GP,  Kent  on  Apr  29th. 

Most  unusually  for  this  species  in  Britain  both  London  records  were  in  spring. 
The  1976  bird  was  associated  with  a  large  influx  into  Britain  but  the  1978  bird 
was  one  of  only  two  national  records  that  year. 
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SCARLET  ROSEFINCH,  Carpodacus  erythrinus  (0,2).  Breeds  in  northern 
Europe  eastwards  to  central  China.  Winters  in  India,  southeast  Asia  and  southern 
China. 

1971  Kempton  Park,  Middx  from  Feb  6th  to  28th  (trapped). 

1986  *  Abbots  Langley,  Herts  from  Dec  29th  to  Jan  1 1th  1987. 

The  national  peaks  for  this  species  are  in  May/June  and  August  to  October  with 
very  few  winter  records.  Once  again  the  London  records  are  contrary  to  the  norm. 
This  species  ceased  to  be  considered  by  the  BBRC  at  the  end  of  1982. 


ORTOLAN  BUNTING**,  Emberiza  hortulana  (4,6).  Breeds  in  continental 
Europe  and  Scandinavia  eastwards  to  Mongolia.  Winters  in  the  Sahel  and 
southern  Arabia. 

1908  Plaistow,  Essex  on  May  6th. 

1947  Nore  Hill,  Surrey  on  Aug  23rd. 

1955  Epsom  SF,  Surrey  on  Oct  1st. 

1956  Brent  Res,  Middx  on  Sept  2nd 

1958  Epsom  SF,  Surrey  on  May  3rd  and  4th. 

Epsom  SF,  Surrey,  another  from  May  3rd  to  10th. 

South  Weald  Park,  Essex  on  May  17th. 

1972  Beddington  SF,  Surrey  on  Aug  22nd. 

1985  Bam  Elms  Res,  Surrey  on  May  23rd. 

1986  Wood  Green  Res,  Middx  on  Apr  24th. 

All  records  fit  in  with  the  national  peak  in  April/May  and  August/October.  There 
has  been  a  national  decline  in  records  which  is  well  reflected  in  the  London  Area 
with  only  three  records  since  1958.  This  species  has  never  been  considered  by  the 
BBRC. 


LITTLE  BUNTING,  Emberiza  pusilla  (2,5).  Breeds  in  Scandinavia  eastwards 
to  Sea  of  Okhotsk.  Winters  in  southeast  Asia,  China  and  Turkestan. 

1956*  Beddington  SF,  Surrey  up  to  three  in  the  period  Mar  31st  to  Apr  21st. 

*  Staines  Res,  Middx,  two  on  Apr  7th. 

1960  Hilfield  Park  Res,  Herts  on  Apr  20th. 

1965  Perry  Oaks  SF,  Middx  from  May  2nd  to  19th. 

1978  Poyle,  Middx  from  Apr  8th  to  1 1th. 

1985  Rye  Meads,  Herts  on  May  3rd  (trapped). 

1987  Iver,  Bucks  from  Mar  17th  to  Apr  26th. 

The  first  series  of  records  in  1956  was  quite  remarkable.  All  the  London  records 
are  in  spring  whereas  the  main  national  peak  is  in  September/October. 


BLACK-HEADED  BUNTING,  Emberiza  melanocephala  (0,1).  Breeds  in 
southeastern  Europe  and  parts  of  the  Middle  East.  Winters  in  India. 

1986  Bromley-by-Bow,  Essex  on  Aug  24th. 

This  bird  was  considered  to  be  a  genuine  vagrant  although  it  was  found  in  the 
heart  of  the  black  market  cagebird  trade  in  East  London.  There  was  however,  a 
notable  national  influx  in  1986. 


208 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  56  FOR  1991 


SEASONAL  AND  MONTHLY  PATTERN  OF  OCCURRENCE 

The  systematic  list  section  of  this  paper  lists  some  360  records  of  92  species.  The 
following  pie-chart  depicts  the  seasonal  occurrence  of  those  records  with  a  very 
broad  definition  of  the  seasons  as  follows: 

Winter:  December,  January  and  February 
Spring:  March,  April  and  May 
Summer:  June  and  July 

Autumn:  August,  September,  October  and  November 

Seasonal  Analysis  of  Records 

Winter  (5.9%) 


Not  surprisingly,  autumn  claims  the  lion’s  share  of  records  outnumbering  those 
in  spring  by  1.5  to  1.  The  winter  proportion  is  very  small  -  less  than  half  the 
number  of  records  in  the  two  months  only  classified  as  summer. 

The  following  histogram  breaks  down  the  seasonal  pattern  into  individual 
months.  As  would  be  expected  there  are  two  distinct  peaks  -  in  April  and  May 
and  in  August  and  September.  The  relatively  low  number  of  records  in  October  is 
perhaps  a  little  surprising  but  it  should  be  remembered  that  this  month  is 
traditionally  good  for  rare  and  scarce  migrants  at  coastal  watchpoints  but  not  so 
fruitful  in  inland  areas. 


Monthly  Analysis  of  Records 
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THE  CHANGING  PATTERN  OVER  TIME 

The  following  histogram  depicts  the  number  of  records  in  each  decade  since 
1900: 


Analysis  of  Records  by  Decade 


The  huge  rise  in  the  number  of  records  in  recent  decades  is  hardly  surprising  and 
reflects  the  vastly  increased  number  of  observers  and  general  interest  in  rare 
birds.  Such  increases  have  also  been  apparent  nationally.  The  extent  of  the 
particularly  large  jump  from  the  1940s  to  the  1950s  is  probably  overstated  given 
the  disruption  to  observations  caused  by  the  the  Second  World  War.  Since  the 
1940s  much  natural  habitat  in  the  Area  has  of  course  been  lost  but  balanced 
against  that  new  man-made  habitat,  especially  reservoirs  and  gravel  pits  where 
many  of  London’s  rare  birds  have  been  found,  has  proliferated.  The  sensible 
conclusion  may  be  that  there  is  little  change  in  the  number  of  rare  birds  occurring 
over  time,  merely  more  observers  with  an  improved  knowledge  of  identification. 


THE  GEOGRAPHICAL  PATTERN 

The  following  pie-chart  shows  the  360  or  so  records  split  into  each  county  of  the 
Area: 


Analysis  of  Records  by  County 


Middx  (30.9%) 
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Again  no  great  surprises  here.  Middlesex  claims  the  most  records  with  30.9%  of 
the  total.  This  represents  just  over  100  records  of  which  no  less  than  42  came 
from  Staines  Reservoir  and  20  from  Perry  Oaks  SF.  Staines  has  been  a  very  well 
watched  site  (and  still  is)  but  unfortunately  Perry  Oaks  no  longer  has  that  status 
due  to  extreme  access  restrictions.  A  noticeable  trend  in  recent  years  has  been  a 
switch  in  emphasis  from  west  to  east  London  with  a  proportional  increase  in 
records  from  Essex  and  east  Herts  and  a  proportional  decrease  in  records  from 
Middlesex  and  Surrey.  Conversely,  records  from  Kent  slowed  to  a  trickle  in  the 
1980s  after  a  considerable  number  in  the  1960s  and  70s  many  of  which  came 
from  the  Sevenoaks  Reserve. 

The  well-watched  status  of  London's  premier  birdwatching  sites  is  aptly 
reflected  by  112  of  the  360  records  (31%)  coming  from  only  five  sites  -  Staines 
Reservoir,  Perry  Oaks  SF.  Beddington  SF.  Bam  Elms  Res  and  Rainham  Marsh. 

NB  The  1987  influx  of  Sabine’s  Gulls  is  omitted  from  all  of  the  above  analysis 
due  to  the  almost  impossible  task  of  classifying  these  birds  into  counties, 
individual  sites  etc. 


THE  NEXT  FIVE? 

Prediction  of  the  occurrence  of  vagrants  is  a  futile  business  but  the  authors  could 
not  resist  this  opportunity  to  attempt  to  guess  the  next  five  species  to  be  added  to 
the  London  list.  Based  on  observations  of  national  records  and  those  from 
neighbouring  areas  but  mostly  our  own  opinions  (fantasies?)  we  put  forward  the 
following  list: 

Great  White  Egret 
American  Golden  Plover 
Olive-backed  Pipit 
Great  Reed  Warbler 
Greenish  Warbler 

Other  species  actively  considered  included  Semi-palmated  Sandpiper,  Stilt 
Sandpiper,  Laughing  Gull,  Radde’s  Warbler,  Dusky  Warbler  and  Bonellfs 
Warbler  and  we  would  offer  this  as  our  ‘reserve  list’.  Several  of  the  additions  to 
the  London  list  in  recent  years  have  been  totally  unexpected  so  this  exercise 
should  be  viewed  as  nothing  more  than  a  light-hearted  indulgence  on  the  part  of 
the  authors  with  little  hope  of  being  an  accurate  prediction!  Of  the  pre-1958 
records,  perhaps  Black-eared  Wheatear,  Lesser  Grey  Shrike.  Two-barred 
Crossbill  and  Parrot  Crossbill  have  the  best  chance  of  makina  it  into  the  ‘modem 

c 

era’. 
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APPENDIX  I.  BBRC  rarities  that  occurred  in  the  London  Area  before  1900 
and  not  since. 

Red-breasted  Goose,  Branta  ruficollis 
Baillon’s  Crake,  Porzana  pusilla 
Great  Bustard,  Otis  tarda 
Pacific  Golden  Plover,  Pluvialis  fulva 
Scop’s  Owl,  Otus  scops 
Tengmalm’s  Owl,  Aegolius  funereus 
Alpine  Accentor,  Prunella  collaris 
Two-barred  Crossbill,  Loxia  leucoptera 
Parrot  Crossbill,  Loxia  pytyopsittacus 
Pine  Grosbeak,  Pinicola  enucleator 

Following  a  review  of  all  records  by  the  BOURC  in  1992,  the  19th  century  record 
of  Short-billed  Dowitcher  in  London  is  no  longer  considered  acceptable. 
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Bridled  Tern  at 
Swanscombe  and 
Thurrock  -  new  to  the 
London  Area 

B.  E.  Wright 


During  mid-afternoon  on  June  2nd  1991  news  of  a  summer  plumaged  White¬ 
winged  Black  Tern  at  West  Thurrock  on  the  Essex  side  of  the  Lower  Thames 
found  me  hot-footing  it  to  Greenhithe  on  the  Kent  side  of  the  river  in  an  attempt 
to  see  the  bird.  Upon  arrival  at  Greenhithe  I  found  Paul  Larkin  already  scanning 
the  river.  The  only  terns  we  could  see  from  this  point  were  at  Broadness, 
Swanscombe  a  few  miles  further  downriver  on  the  Kent  side. 

We  drove  down  to  Swanscombe  and  gained  access  to  the  riverside  through 
the  security  gates  after  letting  the  guard  know  that  we  were  local  birdwatchers 
intent  on  census  work!  On  arrival  at  Broadness  the  White-winged  Black  Tem 
was  immediately  located  with  a  group  of  ten  Black  Terns  close  to  the  shore.  I 
telephoned  the  news  through  to  Andrew  Moon  at  Birdline  South  East  and  then 
continued  to  watch  the  terns.  At  this  point  a  very  dark  and  much  larger  tem  w  ith 
pale  underparts  flew  past.  After  a  few  appropriately  expressed  w  ords  I  realised  it 
must  be  either  a  Bridled  or  Sooty  Tem  and  immediately  telephoned  Birdline 
South  East  (again!)  with  the  latest  news.  After  having  studied  the  head  pattern  of 
the  bird  with  its  very  thick  white  supercilium  continuing  above  and  behind  the 
eye  and  the  overall  dark  brown  colouration  of  the  upperparts.  Sooty  Tem  could 
be  safely  ruled  and  I  realised  we  were  watching  a  Bridled  Tem.  On  speaking  to 
AM  again  he  informed  me  that  several  birdwatchers  could  see  the  same  bird  from 
West  Thurrock  and  had  also  identified  it  as  a  Bridled  Tem. 

We  continued  to  watch  the  bird  at  very  close  quarters  for  a  further  five 
minutes  until  it  gradually  moved  upriver  towards  West  Thurrock  eventually 
disappearing  out  of  view  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Dartford  Bridge.  Despite  much 
searching  of  the  Thames  during  the  next  few'  hours  the  bird  could  not  be 
relocated.  It  was,  however,  re-found  at  Hanningfield  Reservoir  in  Essex  in  the 
early  evening  allowing  many  of  those  who  missed  it  on  the  Thames  to  catch  up 
with  this  completely  unexpected  vagrant.  A  general  description  of  the  bird  taken 
at  the  time  is  as  follows: 

A  much  larger  bird  than  the  accompanying  Black  Terns,  although  only 
slightly  larger  than  Common  Tern  in  terms  of  bulk.  In  flight  it  was  very 
buoyant  and  agile  with  deep  downward  wingbeats  and  quick  turning 
manoeuvres  when  feeding.  The  overall  colouration  of  the  upperparts  was  very 
dark  grey  brown,  darkest  on  the  flight  feathers  and  on  the  crown.  The  mantle 
appeared  a  slighter  paler  browm  contrasting  with  the  cap  and  w  hite  neck. 
Crown  and  nape  blackish  with  white  forehead  extending  behind  the  eye  as  a 
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broad  white  supercilium.  Eyestripe  black  extending  to  bill  base.  Long,  dark, 
strong  looking  bill.  Throat  and  underparts  all  white.  Legs  not  seen  well  but 
appeared  all  dark.  Very  long  wings  all  dark  in  colour  on  the  upperside  apart 
from  a  white  leading  edge.  Underwing  whitish  with  darker  trailing  edge. 
Uppertail  dark  brown/black,  heavily  forked  with  white  outertail  feathers.  In 
flight  tail  twisting  was  frequently  observed.  The  bird  was  not  heard  to  call. 

During  its  all  too  short  stay  on  the  River  Thames,  this  bird  was  seen  by 
several  observers  from  the  Essex  bank,  although  not  always  as  close  as  the  views 
obtained  by  PL  and  I  from  the  Kent  side.  The  spectacle  of  a  Bridled  Tern  and  a 
White-winged  Black  Tern  flying  together  on  the  River  Thames  in  London  is  one 
which  I  will  always  remember  and  provided  an  unprecedented  experience  in 
Britain. 

A  Bridled  Tern,  quite  possibly  the  same  bird,  was  found  on  the  Isles  of  Scilly 
on  July  7th  1991  staying  until  July  30th  at  least.  There  have  been  13  previous 
British  records  of  this  tropical  tern  with  only  one  other  occurrence  in  June. 
Finally,  I  would  like  to  thank  the  security  guards  at  Swanscombe  who  later  that 
day  allowed  several  birders  to  drive  onto  the  marsh  to  view  the  White-winged 
Black  Tern  which  remained  at  Broadness  after  the  Bridled  Tern  had  departed. 

B.E.  Wright,  18  Chestnut  Grove,  Wilmington,  Kent,  DA2  7P 
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Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 
at  Oxted  -  new  to  the 
London  Area 

P.  Jones 


On  the  morning  of  October  17th  1991  I  received  a  telephone  call  at  work  from 
Elitta  Fell  who  informed  me  that  she  had  a  probable  North  American  cuckoo  at  her 
house.  I  dropped  everything  and  rushed  from  Orpington  to  her  home  at  Moorhouse. 

The  circumstances  of  the  bird  held  by  Elitta  were  that  it  was  found  by  a  shopper 
in  the  High  Street  of  Oxted  Town  Centre.  The  bird  was  handed  in  to  Pet  Fayre,  the 
local  petshop,  who  rang  Elitta  a  member  of  the  local  RSPB  member’s  group 
committee.  We  were  unsure  as  to  whether  the  bird  had  hit  a  window  or  was  simply 
exhausted. 

While  driving  to  Moorhouse  I  passed  another  committee  member,  John  Lee, 
who  when  presented  with  the  option  of  joining  me,  promptly  jumped  into  the  car! 
Keith  Brandwood  also  saw  and  photographed  the  bird. 

Upon  arrival  at  Elitta’ s  home  the  bird  was  quickly  identified  as  a  Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo  with  the  aid  of  several  North  American  field  guides.  The  bird  was  kept  in  a 
dark  box  for  a  couple  of  hours  to  give  it  a  chance  to  recover,  by  which  time  it  had 
become  very  active.  While  holding  and  ringing  it  the  bird  was  also  very  active  and 
noisy.  The  bird  was  released  into  the  garden  and  immediately  dived  into  a  thick 
hedge.  No  attempt  was  made  to  look  for  it  again  until  very  late  in  the  afternoon  by 
which  time  it  had  disappeared. 

The  weather  conditions  the  previous  day  and  night  had  been  very  strong 
westerly  winds.  These  had  been  strong  enough  to  cause  structural  damage  in 
Northern  Ireland. 

The  following  description  of  the  bird  was  taken: 

BILL  -  two  tone.  The  upper  mandible  was  mainly  black,  the  lower 
mandible  being  yellow.  The  bill  was  26mm  from  feather  to  tip. 

EYE  -  a  very  obvious  yellow  eye  ring.  The  iris  was  brown. 

WING  -  rufous  primaries,  secondaries,  tertials  and  greater  coverts.  The 
primaries  were  fresh  and  wing  length  was  149mm. 

TAIL  -  outer  tails  feathers  tipped  buff/white.  The  outer  two  feathers 
darker  than  the  inner  group,  being  almost  black  rather  than  the  grey/brown 
colour  of  the  inner  group.  The  tail  tips  were  badly  damaged. 

OTHER  FEATURES  -  it  had  an  off-white/buff  coloured  belly  and  a 
brown-grey  coloured  back.  The  legs  were  grey. 

There  had  been  53  British  records  of  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  up  to  the  end  of 
1990.  As  with  this  record,  most  have  occurred  in  October  after  a  strong  westerly 
weather  system.  Not  surprisingly  most  have  been  in  the  southwest  with  several 
on  the  Isles  of  Scilly  and  this  is  the  only  the  third  inland  record  of  the  species  in 
Britain.  A  totally  unexpected  addition  to  the  London  list. 

Philip  Jones ,  Sheppards  Barn,  Hurst  Green.  Oxted,  Surrey.  RH8  9BS. 
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Bird  Watching  on  the  North  Kent  Marshes.  By  Peter  Oliver.  Privately 
published  by  the  author,  Surrey  1991.  180  pages,  with  black  and  white  plates 
and  maps.  £18.95. 

Books  surveying  local  avifaunas  have  become  very  popular  in  recent  years  from 
Helm’s  excellent  “Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  ....”  series  dealing  with  whole 
counties  to  short  privately  published  accounts  of  individual  sites.  Kent  has  been 
well  covered  in  the  first  mentioned  series  and  bearing  that  in  mind  I  wondered 
whether  this  book  would  have  anything  to  add.  Upon  receiving  a  copy  my  fears 
were  immediately  quelled. 

The  book  consists  of  three  main  sections:  a  geographical  survey  of  the 
marshes  from  the  Thames  in  the  west  to  Sheppey  and  the  South  Swale  in  the 
east,  a  study  of  the  key  species  of  the  marshes  and  how  conservation  initiatives 
have  affected  them,  and  finally  a  check-list  of  species  recorded  on  the  marshes. 
Particular  attention  is  given  to  changes  in  the  avifauna  and  habitat  in  the  three 
decades  since  the  last  authoritative  study  of  the  North  Kent  Marshes.  The  text  is 
supplemented  by  black  and  white  photographs  by  Richard  Chandler  and  maps 
by  Ken  Osborne,  the  accuracy  and  quality  of  which  will  be  familiar  to  readers  of 
the  LBR. 

The  first  section  covers  all  the  main  sites  most  of  which  will  be  familiar  to 
active  bird  watchers  in  the  southeast.  However,  attention  is  also  given  to  the  less 
well-known  parts  of  the  region  particularly  those  on  the  south  shore  of  the 
Swale.  Having  been  a  regular  visitor  to  many  of  these  over  the  years  I  found  that 
aspect  particularly  pleasing  and  the  author  makes  no  claims  about  either  the 
avifauna  or  habitat  that  I  could  possibly  dispute.  In  the  second  section  there  is  a 
very  readable  account  of  the  establishment  of  Elmley  RSPB  Reserve  which  is 
written  by  Paul  Collin,  formerly  an  assistant  warden  of  the  reserve.  Perhaps  the 
most  interesting  chapters  in  the  book  are  those  in  the  second  section  which  deal 
with  changes  in  the  breeding  and  non-breeding  populations  of  the  marshes  in  the 
past  three  decades.  Amongst  the  breeding  populations  it  is  extraordinary  how 
little  change  there  has  been  despite  the  undeniable  increase  in  pressure  on  the 
habitat  over  this  period.  More  species  have  increased  than  decreased  and  those 
which  have  decreased  are  almost  without  exception  those  which  have  shown  a 
similar  tendency  nationwide. 

My  only  criticisms  of  the  book  are  the  quality  of  photographs  used  which 
could  have  much  better,  the  complete  absence  of  any  line  drawings  and  the 
check-list  which  forms  section  three.  This  is  in  the  Tine  and  dot’  format  which 
is  being  used  with  increasing  regularity  in  works  of  this  nature.  I  always  find 
these  hard  to  follow  and  find  myself  consistently  having  to  refer  to  the  key  to 
check  what  a  bold  solid  line  means  as  opposed  to  dotted  or  broken  line  etc. 
There  must  be  a  clearer  way  of  expressing  the  status  of  species  in  a  check-list 
format. 

To  dwell  on  minor  criticisms  would  be  churlish.  The  author  should  be 
congratulated  on  privately  publishing  such  an  excellent  and  authoritative  survey 
which  would  be  a  valuable  addition  to  any  bird  watcher’s  library.  Finally, 
mention  should  be  given  that  all  profits  generated  by  the  book  will  be  donated  to 
the  RSPB.  If  any  potential  buyers  need  further  inducement  then  that  is  surely  it. 


Mark  Hardwick 
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GUIDE  FOR  CONTRIBUTORS  OF 
ORNITHOFOGICAF  RECORDS 

All  records  of  ornithological  interest,  from  LNHS  members  and  non-members 
alike,  are  welcomed  by  the  Society’s  Ornithological  Records  Committee. 
However  with  an  ever-growing  number  of  active  birdwatchers  in  the  London 
Area  (thankfully)  it  seems  sensible  to  issue  a  guide  to  our  requirements. 

The  guide  is  not  intended  to  be  comprehensive  and  contributors  are  asked  to 
use  their  own  guidance  and  common  sense  but  it  does  serve  as  a  reference  point 
for  the  type  of  records  required.  For  example,  with  many  common  breeding 
species  comparative  yearly  breeding  counts  are  especially  welcomed.  The 
Records  Committee  reserves  the  right  to  request  full  details  for  any  record,  e.g. 
out  of  season  migrants.  A  full  explanation  of  how  to  contribute  records  is 
contained  in  each  annual  London  Bird  Report. 

This  guide  does  not  apply  to  Inner  London  where  all  records  are  required,  but 
similar  criteria  regarding  descriptions  should  be  followed. 

KEY: 

A  =  all  records. 

D  =  full  description  required  (form  available  from  recorders). 

N  =  brief  notes  required  (how  identified,  view,  distance  etc.) 

MM  .  =  dated  monthly  maxima  for  frequently  visited  sites  and  all  records  from 
elsewhere  subject  to  >n. 

>n  =  minimum  count  required,  subject  to  other  categories. 

B  =  all  breeding  records  subject  to  >n. 

T  =  all  territory  counts  as  well  as  definite  breeding  records. 

S  =  all  records  between  mid-May  and  mid-July 


F&L  =  first  and  last  dates. 

P  =  passage  flocks  and  movements. 

W  =  all  wintering  records. 

All  divers  (A,  D) 

Mandarin  (A) 

Little  Grebe  (MM,  >5,  B) 

Wigeon  (A) 

Great  Crested  Grebe  (MM,  >5.  B) 

Gadwall  (MM.  S) 

Red-necked  Grebe  (A) 

Teal  (MM.  S) 

Slavonian  Grebe  (A,  N) 

Mallard  (MM.  >200.  B) 

Black-necked  Grebe  (A) 

Pintail  (A) 

All  petrels  (A.  D) 

Garganey  (A) 

All  shearwaters  and  Fulmar  (A,  D) 

Shoveler  (MM.  S) 

Gannet  (A,  N) 

Red-crested  Pochard  (A) 

Cormorant  (MM.  S) 

Pochard  (MM.  S) 

Shag  (A,  N) 

Ferruginous  Duck  (A.  D) 

Bittern  (A,  N) 

Tufted  Duck  (MM.  >20.  B) 

Grey  Heron  (MM.  >15,  B) 

Scaup  (A.  D) 

Little  Egret/Purple  Heron  (A.  D) 

Eider/Long-tailed  Duck  (A.  N) 

White  Stork/Spoonbill  (A,  D) 

Common  Scoter  (A,  N) 

Mute  Swan  (MM.  >30.  B) 

Velvet  Scoter  (A,  D) 

Bewick’sAVhooper  Swans  (A.  N) 

Goldeneye  (A) 

Wild  geese  (A,  N) 

Smew  (A) 

Greylag  Goose  (MM.  B) 

Red-breasted  Merganser  (A.  N) 

Canada  Goose  (MM.  >200.  B) 

Goosander  (A) 

Egyptian  Goose  (A) 

Ruddy  Duck  (A) 

Shelduck  (MM,  S) 

Red  Kite  (A.  D) 
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All  harriers  (A,  D) 

Goshawk  (A,  D) 

Sparrowhawk  (A) 

All  buzzards  (A,  D) 

Osprey  (A,  D) 

Kestrel  (>5,  B) 

Merlin/Peregrine  (A,  D) 

Hobby  (A) 

All  partridges  (>5,  S) 

Quail  (A,  D) 

Pheasant  (>20,  B) 

Water  Rail  (A) 

Spotted  Crake/Comcrake  (A,  D) 
Moorhen  (MM,  >20,  B>5) 

Coot  (MM,  >20,  B>5) 

Crane  (A,  D) 

Oystercatcher  (A) 

Avocet  (A,  N) 

Stone-curlew  (A,  D) 

Little  Ringed  Plover  (A) 

Ringed  Plover  (A) 

Kentish  Plover  (A,  D) 

Golden  Plover  (A) 

Grey  Plover  (A) 

Lapwing  (P,  >10,  B) 

Knot  (A) 

Sanderling  (A) 

Little  Stint  (A) 

Temminck’s  Stint  (A,  D) 

Curlew  Sandpiper  (A) 
Pectoral/Purple  Sandpipers  (A,  D) 
Dunlin  (MM,  >5,  S) 

Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  (A,  D) 

Ruff  (A) 

Woodcock/Jack  Snipe  (A) 

Snipe  (MM,  >3,  S) 

All  godwits  (A) 

Whimbrel/Curlew  (A) 

Spotted  Redshank  (A) 

Redshank  (MM,  >5,  S) 

Greenshank  (A) 

Green/Wood  Sandpiper  (A) 
Common  Sandpiper  (A) 

Turnstone  (A) 

All  phalaropes  (A,  D) 

All  skuas  (A,  D) 

Mediterranean  Gull  (A,  N) 

Little  Gull  (A) 

Sabine’s  Gull  (A,  D) 

Black-headed  Gull  (MM,  >50) 
Ring-billed  Gull  (A,  D) 

Common  Gull  (MM,  >10) 
LBB/Herring  Gull  (MM,  >10,  B) 
Iceland/Glaucous  Gull  (A,  D) 

Great  Black-backed  Gull  (MM,  >10) 
Kittiwake  (A,  N) 

Sandwich  Tern  (A) 


Common  Tern  (MM,  >5,  B,  F&L) 
Arctic  Tern  (A,  N) 

Little  Tern  (A,  N) 

Black  Tern  (A) 

All  auks  (A,  D) 

Feral  Rock  Dove  (>100) 

Stock  Dove  (>10,  B) 

Woodpigeon  (>100,  B,  P) 
Collared  Dove  (>20,  B) 

Turtle  Dove  (A) 

Ring-necked  Parakeet  (A) 

Cuckoo  (S,  P,  F&L) 

All  owls  (A) 

Nightjar  (A,  N) 

Swift  (>50,  B,  P,  F&L) 

Kingfisher  (MM,  S) 
Hoopoe/Wryneck  (A,  D) 

All  woodpeckers  (MM,  T) 
Woodlark/Shore  Lark  (A,D) 
Skylark  (>25,  B,  P) 

Sand  Martin  (>20,  B,  F&L,  P) 
Swallow/House  Martin 
(>50,  B,  F&L,  P) 
Tawny/Richard’s  Pipits  (A,  D) 
Tree  Pipit  (A) 

Meadow  Pipit  (>25,  B,  P) 

Rock  Pipit  (A) 

Water  Pipit  (A,  N) 

Yellow  Wagtail  (A) 

Grey  Wagtail  (MM,  S) 

Pied  Wagtail  (>5,  B) 

Waxwing  (A,  N) 

Dipper  (A,  D)Wren  (>10,  T) 
Dunnock  (>10,  T) 

Robin  (>10,  P,  T) 

Nightingale  (A) 

Bluethroat  (A,  D) 

Black  Redstart,  Redstart  (A) 
Whinchat  (A) 

Stonechat  (A) 

Wheatear  (A) 

Ring  Ouzel  (A) 

Blackbird  (>20,  P,  T) 
Fieldfare/Redwing  (>20,  F&L,  P) 
Song  Thrush  (>20,  P,  T) 

Mistle  Thrush  (>10,  T) 

Cetti’s  Warbler  (A,  D) 
Grasshopper  Warbler  (A) 
Savi’s/Aquatic  Warbler  (A,  D) 
Sedge/Reed  Warbler  (>5,  F&L,  T) 
Marsh  Warbler  (A,  D) 

Hippolais  warblers  (A,  D) 
Dartford/Barred  Warbler  (A,  D) 
Lesser  WhitethroatAVhitethroat 
(>5,  F&L,  T) 

Garden  Warbler  (>5,  F&L,  T) 
Blackcap  (>10,  F&L,  T,  W) 
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Pallas ’s/Yellow-bro wed  Warbler 

(A,  D) 

Wood  Warbler  (A) 

Chiffchaff  (>10,  F&L,  T,  W) 
Willow  Warbler  (>10,  F&L,  T) 
Goldcrest  (>5,  T) 

Firecrest  (A) 

Spotted  Flycatcher  (>10,  F&L,  T) 
Pied  Flycatcher  (A) 

Bearded  Tit  (A,  N) 

Long-tailed  Tit  (>20,  T) 
Marsh/Willow  Tit  (A) 

Coal  Tit  (>20,  T) 

Blue/Great  Tit  (>20,  T) 

Nuthatch  (>10,  T) 

Treecreeper  (>3,  T) 

Golden  Oriole  (A,  D) 

All  shrikes  (A,  D) 

Jay  (>15,  B>5,  P) 

Magpie  (>15,  B>5) 
Jackdaw/Rook  (>20,  B) 

Carrion  Crow  (>50,  B>5) 

Raven  (A,  D) 


Starling  (>500.  B>10) 

House  Sparrow  (>200,  B>10) 
Tree  Sparrow  (A) 

Chaffinch  (>50,  B>5.  P) 
Brambling  (A) 

Serin  (A,  D) 

Greenfinch  (>50,  B>5.  P) 
Goldfinch  (>30.  B.  P) 

Siskin  (>5,  S) 

Linnet  (>50,  B.  P) 

Twite  (A.  D) 

Redpoll  (>5,  S) 

Crossbill  (A,  N) 

Scarlet  Rosefinch  (A.  D) 
Bullfinch  (>10,  B) 

Hawfinch  (A) 

Lapland  Bunting  (A,  D) 

Snow  Bunting  (A,  N) 
Yellowhammer  (>10,  T) 
Ortolan/Cirl  Bunting  (A,  D) 
Reed  Bunting  (>10,  T,  P) 
Com  Bunting  (>5,  T) 


In  addition  to  the  above,  full  descriptions  are  required  for  species  assessed  by  the 
British  Birds  Rarities  Committee.  Description  forms  are  available  from  the 
Editor  on  request.  All  records  of  escapes  are  also  welcomed  by  the  Society.  All 
records  of  hybrids  and  birds  showing  plumage  aberrance  are  also  required.  In 
difficult  cases,  e.g.  Aythya  hybrids,  supporting  notes  are  required. 

Sub-species 

All  records  of  sub-species/races  are  required.  In  some  cases  notes  are  required, 
e.g.  White  Wagtail  in  autumn  and  races  of  Yellow  Wagtail  other  than  M.f. 
flavissima.  In  many  other  instances  notes  may  not  be  required  but  in  difficult 
eases  please  provide  your  reasons  for  assigning  the  record  to  a  particular  sub¬ 
species/race.  Such  cases  could  be: 

Yellow-legged  Herring  Gull 
Greenland  Wheatear 
Races  of  Chiffchaff 
Northern  Willow  Warbler 
Hooded  Crow 
Mealy  Redpoll 
Northern  Bullfinch 

Rock  Pipit:  when  given  suitable  viewing  conditions  please  record  which  race  of 
Rock  Pipit  you  encountered  and  submit  the  reasons  for  your  belief. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  all  contributors  for  their  records  - 
without  your  enthusiastic  support  we  could  not  produce  the  annual  London  Bird 
Report. 


Mark  Hardwick,  on  behalf  of  the  Records  Committee,  September  1992. 


FOR  ALL  THE  LATEST  BIRD  NEWS 
FROM  LONDON,  THE  HOME  COUNTIES 
AND  THE  SOUTH  EAST,  PHONE 

BIRDLINE  SOUTH  EAST 

0891  700  240 


FEATURING  NEWS  FROM  ALL  THE  MAIN  RESERVES, 
OBSERVATORIES  AND  BIRDWATCHING  SITES 


FULL  DIRECTIONS  AND  GRID  REFERENCES  PROVIDED 


PHONE  YOUR  LATEST  BIRD  NEWS  TO  THE  B.S.E.  HOTLINE 
ON  081-676  0209  AND  CONTRIBUTE  TOWARDS 
LOCAL  CONSERVATION 


B.S.E.  REPORTS  FOR  1991  STILL  AVAILABLE  PRICE  £3.00 
FROM  THE  ADDRESS  BELOW 
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Calls  are  charged  at  36p/min  cheap  rate  and  48p/min  at  all  other  times 
(inc.  VAT),  as  at  1st  August  1992.  B.S.E.  PO  Box  481,  London  SE20  8LZ. 
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Notes  for  Contributors 


The  Editor  welcomes  papers,  short  notes  and  photographs  relating  to  the  ornithol¬ 
ogy  of  the  London  Area  and  will  be  pleased  to  advise  authors  on  the  acceptability 
of  material  at  draft  stage  if  desired.  Papers  should  be  submitted  not  later  than  the 
end  of  February  if  they  are  to  be  considered  for  publication  in  the  same  year,  but 
it  would  be  of  assistance  if  details  could  be  given  in  advance. 

Manuscripts.  Texts  should  be  typed,  on  A4  paper  using  only  one  side  of  each 
sheet,  or,  preferably,  submitted  on  an  IBM  PC/AT  compatible  computer  diskette 
either  in  plain  text  files  or  Word  Perfect/Microsoft  Works  word  processor  files. 
Underlining  should  be  used  only  for  words  to  be  set  in  italics. 

Style.  English  names  of  birds  and  other  animals  require  initial  capitals  except 
after  a  hyphen,  but  group  names  and  flowers  do  not.  Scientific  names  should  be 
underlined  for  italics,  but  only  the  first  (generic)  name  should  have  an  initial  cap¬ 
ital.  Their  use  in  the  text  is  optional  if  listed  in  The  British  Birds  List  of  Birds  of 
the  Western  Palearctic.  Dates  should  take  the  form  Apr  28th  1990;  numbers 
under  1 1  should  be  spelt  out  in  text;  fractions  should  be  decimalised  and,  when¬ 
ever  possible,  metric  equivalents  should  be  given  in  brackets  after  English  mea¬ 
surements.  Full  points  should  be  omitted  from  well-known  initials,  such  as  BTO, 
LNHS  and  RSPB,  and  also  from  ‘eg’,  ‘ie’  and  ‘et  af.  Quotation  marks,  if  used, 
should  be  single  not  double.  Any  references  to  publications  should  be  given  in 
full,  with  the  name  spelt  out  and  underlined  for  italics. 

References  should  adopt  the  following  style: 

Harrison,  J  and  Grant,  P  J,  1976.  The  Thames  Transformed.  London. 

Moon,  A  V,  1988.  The  influx  of  Sabine’s  Gulls  and  other  Seabirds  in  October 
1987.  Lond.  Bird  Rep.  52:  121-132. 

Illustrations.  Figures,  graphs  and  photographs  in  papers  must  be  kept  to  the 
minimum.  Artwork  should  not  be  prepared  until  size  of  reproduction  is  known 
and  the  Editor  has  been  consulted. 

Photographs.  Prints  must  allow  sufficient  background  for  masking  and  block¬ 
making.  If  sent  by  post  they  must  be  packed  in  a  board-backed  envelope  or  other¬ 
wise  protected  to  prevent  damage. 

Proofs.  Authors  of  papers  and  short  notes  will  be  sent  proofs,  if  requested,  but 
only  printers’  mistakes  may  be  changed  at  this  stage. 

Reprints.  Up  to  25  free  reprints  of  papers  (but  not  short  notes  or  reviews)  are 
provided  if  ordered  by  authors  in  advance.  Larger  quantities  are  charged  at  cost. 

All  material  for  publication  should  be  submitted  to  the  Editor,  Mark  A. 
Hardwick,  The  Garden  Rat,  13  Southcote  Road,  Tufnell  Park,  London  N19  5BJ 
(telephone  071-700-2745). 


